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C    H    A    P.  ^  VIII. 

The  Hiflory  of  the  Jews ^  from  their  Return  from 
the  Babylonijh  Captivity j  to  the  DeJlru£iion 
of  jferufalem^  by  Titus  Vejpafian. 

THIS  chapter,  containing  an  epocha  of  five  hundred  The  Mvi» 
and  thirty-fix  years,  may  be  conveniently  divided  io«  and 
into  feven  fedlions  or  seras,  according  to  the  following  ^^^p^^ 
chronological  order,  ,  ^     ,   .  %ur. 

Years  of  Total  of 
the  flood*    yeari« 
Sed.  I.  From  their  return  to  Jerufalem,  1     ^ 

to  their  being  governed  by  their  high-  >  ^   ^^ 
priefts,wherethecanonicalbook8end  J    '939 

II.  From  thence  to  the  death  of  Matta-  -j 
thias,  the  father  of  the  Maccabees,  and  I        g 
his  being  fucceeded  by  his  valiant  fon  r  *     *  243 
Judas                                                     J 

III.  The  reigns  of  the  Maccabees,  from  1 
Judas  to    their  being    fubdued   by  >  2283  loi 
Pompey                                              J 

rv.  To  the  reign  of  Herod,  and  his  tak- 1 
ing  of  Jerufalem  ;  a  (hort,  but  copi-  r  2311  2S 

ous  epoch  J 
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V.  To  the  birth  of  Chrift,  concluding 
with  an  account  of  theprincipaljewifli 
fefts  at  that  time  :  and, 

VI.  To  the  death  of  Chrift,  in  the 
thirty-third  year  of  his  age 

VII.  To  the  total  deftrudtion  of  Jeru- 
falem,  and  difperfion  of  the  Jewifli 
nation 

SECT.     I. 


Years 
after  Chr. 

33 


Tota^of 
years. 


n 


40 


The  Hijiory  of  the  Jews^  from  their  Return  out  of  Ba- 
bylon^  to  their  being  governed  by  their  High-priejis^ 
where  the  canonical  Books  end.  ^ 

•    AS  foon  as  the  feventy  years  captivity,  pronounced  by 
-^  Jeremiah  againft  this  rebellious  people  %    were  fully 
Ante  Chr.  accompliflicd  (A),  the  great  Cyrus  afcending.  the   throne. 


Yr.  of  Fl 
181S. 


Cyruses 
dtcret. 


a  Jcrem.  xxv.  11.  xxix.  10. 


(A)  Thefc  feventy  years 
are  differently  computed :  fome 
begin  them  from  the  fourth  of 
Jehoiakim,  and  end  them  at 
the  firft  iffuing  of  Cyrus's  de- 
cree. Others,  from  the  words 
of  Zechariah,  place  the  begin- 
ning of  it  at  the  deftrudion 
of  Jerufalem,  and  its  conclu- 
lion  at  the  publication  of  Da- 
rius's  decree  for  rebuilding  of 
the  temple,  and  reiloring  li- 
berty to  the  Jews.^ 

Both  computations  may  be 
juftly  maintained,  and  may 
have  even  been  deligned  by 
Jeremiah,  fince  between  either 
of  the  two  epochas  there  are 
juft  feventy  years,  and  the  lat- 
ter begins  and  ends  juft  eigh- 
teen years  after  the  former. 
For  as  the  captivity,  which 
began  in  the  fourth  of  Jehoia- 
kim,  could  njot  be  faid  to  be 
completed  till  the  total  deftruc 
tion  of  the  city,  and  Jewifh 
monarchy;    fb    neither  could 


their  deliverance,,  begun  at  the 
firft  decree  of  Cyrus,  be  faid 
to  be  completed  till  the  fourth 
year  of  Darius,  which  put  it 
in  full  vigour  and  execution. 

We  may  reckon  a. third  me- 
thod or  ftage  of  computing 
thefe  feventy  years,  which  an- 
fwers  in  the  fame  exa6tnef» 
with  the  two  former ;  namely, 
from  the  twenty»third  year  of 
Nebuchadnezzar,  when  Ne- 
buzaradan  carried  off  all  th^ 
remainder  of  the  conquered 
Jews ;  at  which  time  the  cap- 
tivity was  completed  :  and  the 
full  reftoration  of  their  temple- 
worihip,  at  the  dedication  of 
the  new  temple,  and  their  ce- 
lebrating the  firft  palTover,  in 
the  feventh  year  of  Darius; 
when,  and  not  till  then,  wafr 
fully  completed  the  end  of  their 
thraldom,  and  the  Jewifh  reli- 
gion refiored  to  its  ancient, 
fplendor  and  regularity  (1). 


(1)  Vide  Prideaux  Conned,  vol.  i.  part  3* 
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iflued  out  that  decree  in  favour  of  them,  by  which  they 
were  permitted,  not  only  to  return  to  their  own  land,  but 
alfo  to  rebuild  their  temple  at  Jerufalem,  renew  the  di- 
vine worfhip,  and  tranfport  thither  all  the  facred  utenfils 
which  Nebuchadnezzar  had  brought  away  from  thence. 
Thefe  laft  he  ordered  to  be  delivered  by  Mithridath,  his 
high  treafurer,  to  Shelhbazzar,  whom  we  take  to  be  the 
fame  with  Zerubbabel,  who,  being  the  grandfon  of  Jehoi- 
akim,  or  Jeconiah,  king  of  Judah,  was  then  the  firft  prince 
of  the  royal  blood,  and  therefore  appointed  head  governor 
of  Judaea,  under  the  title  ofTirfhata.  He  like  wife  gave  di- 
reftions  concerning  the  dimenfions  of  the  temple,  which 
was  to  be  (ixty  cubits  in  height  and  breadth,  built  upon 
a  ftrong  foundation,  with  three  row^  of  great  (tones,  and 
a  row  of  timber ;  the  expence  of  the  whole  to  be  furnilh- 
cd  out  of  the  king's  houfe.  To  all  thefe  the  king  added  a 
full  permiffion  to  all  the  Jews  that  were  difpofed,  to  re- 
turn into  Judaea;  and  to  thofe  who  preferred  (laying  be- 
hind, perfeft  liberty  to  contribute,  as  liberally  as  they 
pleafed,  gold,  (ilver,  or  any  other  precious  ffufFs,  towards 
the  building  and  adorning  that  edifice  ^. 

Immediately  upon  the  publifliing  of  this  edift,  the  chiefs 
of  the  tribes  of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  together  with  the 
priefts  and  Levites,  aiTembled  5  and  as  many  as  retained 
ftill  a  love  for  their  country,  and  a  zeal  for  the  God  of 
Ifrael,  difpofed  themfelves  to  return.  As  for  the  reft, 
who  were  the  far  greater  number,  and  preferred  the  land 
of  Babylon  to  it,  they  contented  themfelves  with  furnifh- 
ing  their  brethren  with  gold,  (ilver,  cattle,  and  other  con- 
vcniencies,  either  for  their  journey,  or  for  the  building  of 
the  temple  and  city.  At  the  head  of  thefe  were  Zerubba-  The  heads 
bel  mentioned  .above,  and  Jefhua  the  high-prieft  (B).  ^f  ^^^f' 
The  next  in  rank  were  Nchemiah  and  Mordecai,  Seraiah,  ^J^^ 
Reelaiah,  Billham,  Mifpar,  Bigvai,  Rehum,  and  Baanah, 
all  heads  of  families,  and  aflSftantSi  to  Zerubbabel,  in  the 
re-eftabliChment  of  the  Jewifh  affairs,  both  in  church  and 
ftate  **.  The  reft  amounted  to  about  forty-two  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  (ixty,  including  thofe  that  came  after- 

^  Conf.  Ezram  i.  S.  ii  li.  i.iii*  8.  lo.  v.  16.    See  Ezra  vi,  3, 4* 
*  Ezra  ii,  a.    Nehem.  vii.  7* 

(B)  This  office  belonged  to  As  for  Jozadak,  he  was  carried 

hinfi by  a  lineal  defcent,  he  be-  captive  into  Babylon,  and  bad 

ing  the  fon  of  Jozadak,  whofe  been  dead  feme  tinae  before  the 

father  Seraiah,    high-prieft  at  publiftiingofthis  decree,  fo  that 

the  taking  of  Jerufalem,  had  Je(hua  was  then  the  head  of  the 

been  put  to  death  at  Riblah.  pontifical  family. 
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wJirds  With  piehemiah  ;  befidcs  their  fervants  and  flaves  6{ 
*The  total  both  fexes,  which  were  in  all  feven  thoufand  three  h^iil- 
ofthem.  dred  and  thirty-feven.  Neither  were  they  all  of  the  tt?bes 
of  Levi>  Judah,  and  Benjamin,  though  from  that  tinte 
they  were  all  blended  together  under  the  name  of  Jehu- 
dim,  or  J^ws  ;  for  many  of  thofe  of  the  other  ten  tribes^ 
which  had  been  formerly  carried  away  by  Tiglath-Pilezcr, 
Shalmanezer,  and  Efarhaddon,  took  the  advantage  of  the 
king's  edifl:,  to  return  into  the  land  of  their  forefathers* 
To  thefe  we  may  add  a  great  number,  who  had  formerly 
gone  from  the  idolatrous  ten  tribes,  to  put  themfelves 
under  the  proteftion  of  the  kings  of  Jadah  * :  and  this 
may  be  the  reafon  why  the  whole  number  of  thofe  men-' 
tioned  in  Ezra's  lift  amounts  but  to  twenty-nine  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  to  thirty-one  thoufand 
and  thirty-one  in  that  of  Nehemiah ;  whereas  both  thefe 
hiftorians  make  the  fum  total  to  be  forty-two  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  fixty  \  fo  that  the  overplus  feems  to  be 
added  from  thofe  of  the  other  ten  tribes,  which  returned 
with  thofe  of  Judah  and  Benjamin.  We  find  likewife  men- 
tion made  of  two  hundred  men  and  women  fingers,  whom 
they  brought  with  them ;  four  hundred  and  thirty-five  ca- 
mels, feven  hundred  and  thirty-fix  horfes,  two  hundred 
and  forty-five  mules,  and  £\yi  thoufand  feven  hundred  affes  ^ 
One  may  fee  by  this  lift,  how  fmall  the  number  was  of 
thofe  who  returned,  in  comparifon  of  thofe  who  ftayed  be- 
hind :  and  accordingly  the  Jews  themfelves  tell  us  ^,  that 
only  the  bran  came  out  of  Babylon,  but  that  the  flour  ftaid 
Fnefls  behind  :  even  of  the  priefts,  who  were  divided  into  twen- 
that  re-  ty-four  claffes,  only  four  returned,  namely,  thofe  of  Je- 
daiah,  Immer,  Pafchur,  and  Harim.  Thefe,  however, 
foon  after  their  a:rrival,  fubdivided  themfelves  each  into 
fix,  that  they  might  again  make  up  the  old  number,  and 
called  themfelves  by  their  names  accordingly  ^.  Some  of 
thefe,  not  being  able  to  make  out  their  lineal  defcent  from 
the  priefthood.  Were  deprived  of  the  office  and  privileges 
of  it,  until  fame  high-prieft  fhould  arife,  who  could  de- 
cide their  title  by  the  urim  and  thummim  K  The  fame 
difpute  happened  alfo  concerning  fome  others,  who  being 
come  from  Tel-Melah,  Tel-Harfa,  and  other  places,  could 
not  prove  themfelves  to  belong  to  any  tribe  \  Thefe  were 
about  fix  hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  befides  three  hun- 

*  4  Chron.  xi.  16.  xv.  9.  &  al#  f  Ezra  ii.  6^^  &  feq. 

1  TMlmud  Babyi.  in  Kcdufhiin.  *^  Scdar  Holam  Rabb.  cap. 

7f^.   Talmud  Hierof.  in  Taanith.    VidePrid.         &  Ezra  ii.  6k,  63. 
k  i^zia  ii«  59>  &  feq. 
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Jred  and  ninety  Nethinims,  the  pofterity  of  thofe  Giteon- 
ites,  whom  Solomon  did  afterwards  dedicate  to  the  fer^ 
tice  of  the  temple  ;  fo  fmall  was  the  number  of  thofe  of 
unqueftionable  defoent,  who  returned  either  with  Zerub- 
babei  x)r  Nehcmiah.  And  hence  it  is,  that,  ever  fince 
this  time,  the  number  of  Jews  that  dwelt  in  Paleftine, 
was  always  vaftly  inferior  to  thofe  that  were  difperfed  in 
Chaldea,  Perfia,  &c  The  priefts^  Levites,  fingers, 
Nethinims,  and  other  officers  of  the  temple,  fettled  in  or 
near  Jerufalem,  that  they  might  readily  wait  on  the  fer- 
vice  of  God,  by  rearing  up  his  altar,  and  preparing  all  • 
other  things  againft  the  next  grand  folemnity  :  as  for  the 
reft,  the  greater  part  of  them  difperfed  themfelves  in  the 
neighbauring  cities  and  country,  where  fome  of  them  had 
formerly  dwelt,  and  where  they  probably  found  alfo  fomc 
of  their  brethren,  whom  Nebuchadnezzar  had  left. 

By  this  time  the  month  Tifhri,  the  firft  of  the  civil,  Thefeafl 
and  fevenrii  of  the  eccleiiafticat  year,  was  at  hand.     The  ?/^'^««- 
firft  day  of  it  was  the  fcaft  of  the  trumpets,  becaufe  the  ^'^*' 
new  year  was  to  be  proclaimed  by  the  found  of  that  in- 
ftniment.    It  ufliered  in  moreover  two  other  great  folem-, 
nities,  namely,  the  expiation-day,  or  grand  faft,   which 
was  to  be  kept  on  the  tenth  ;  and  the  feaft  of  tabernacles, 
which  began  on  the  fifteenth,  and  ended  on  the  twcnty- 
iecond  of  the  month  inclufive.    Thegreatefl  part  of  that  Bxpiatton* 
of  expiation,  they  were  forced  to  omit,  for  want  of  a  f^ft* 
temple  :  however,  they  failed  not  to  come  from  all  parts 
to  the  folemnity,  and  to  faft,  pray,  and  to  offer  the  pro- 
per facrifices  on  the  altar,  which  they  had  by  that  time 
repaired  ;    io  that  from  this  day  they  ceafed  not  to  offer 
the  morning  and  evening,  and  all  other  facrifices  prefcrib- 
ed  by  the  l^w  of  Mofes.     The  feaft  of  tabernacles  coming  ^^^fi  ^Z'^- 
five  day$  after  that  of  expiation,  they  ereded  booths  at  Je-      i^l^V^ 
rufalem,  and  celebrated  that  feftival  with  the  ufual  folem- 
nities,  and  fo  fet  about  to  reftore  in  good  e^rneft  the  wor- 
fliip  of  God  in  that  metropolis. 

In  this  foleiton  aflfembly,  it  was  rfefolved  to  begin  the  re- 
building the  temple,  towards  which  every  one  chearfully 
contributed  according  to  their  power.  The  whole  fum 
amounted  to  fixty-one  thoufand  drachms  of  gold,  and  five 
thoufand  minas  pf  iilver  (C)^  beGdes  an  hundred  veftments 

(C)  Every  drachm  of  gold  about  nine  pounds  fterling ;  the 

being  computed  to  be  worth  whole   amounted  to   feventy^ 

about  ten  fhillings  of  our  mo*  five    thoufand    five    hundred 

Sjey ;  and  every  mina  of  filver^  pounds* 

^  2  for 
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for  the  priefts  to  officiate  in.     This  was  indeed  a  fmall  fum 
toward  fuch  a  vaft  and  expcnfive  undertaking  •,  and  there- 
fore  we  fuppofe  it  to  have  been  a  free-will  addition  of 
their  own  to  a  much  greater,  which  had  been  contributed 
by  their  brethren,  who  chofe  to  ftay  in  the  places  of  their 
difperfion.     This  money  was  put  into  the  hands  of  proper 
officers,  who  were  to  overfee  the  work :  thefe  immediately 
hired  workmen,  fent  to  Tyre  and  Sidon  for  cedars  from 
Libanus,  purfuant  to  Cyrus's  decree,  and  employed  the 
firft  year  in  preparing  the  materials  for  the  building. 
Yr.  of  FK       ^^  ^^  fecond  month  of  the  following  year,  which  was 
1 8 14.        the  fchifd  of  Cyrus's  reign,  and  the  fecond  from  their  re- 
Ante  Chr.    turn,  they  began  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  temple  with 
^34* .      great  folemnity,  in  the  prefcnce  of  Zerubbabel  the  gover- 
'  nor,  of  Jefliua  the  high-prieft,  and  of  the  whole  cougre-» 

gation.   It  was  accompanied  with  the  found  of  their  trum-^ 

!)ets,  and  other  mufical  inftruments,  the  priefts  and  mu- 
icians  (inging  fome  pfalms  proper  to  the  occafion,  and  all 
Thifoun-     the  people,  ffiouting  for  joy.   .  But  whilfl  the  younger  fort 
dation  of      were  thus  expreffing  their  fatisfa£lion,  many  of  the  priefts, 
thetemfle     jLevites,  and  heads  of  families,  who  had  fcen  that  famoua 
building  in  its  fplendor, 'fifty-three  years  before,  could  not 
forbear  uttering  the  loudeft  lamentations,  when  they  con- 
fide red  the  plan  of  this  which  they  were  now  going  ta 
build  ;  infomuch  that  the  acclamations  of  the  one,  ana  the 
Cghs  and  groans  of  the  other,  were  fo  intermixed,  that  it 
was  not  eafy  to  diftinguifti  them  from  each  other  *  (D). 

Whilft  the  work  was  carrying  on,  the  Samaritans  (E) 
came  to  Zerubbabel,  and  the  Jewiih  congregation  \  and 

•  •  ex«v 

1  Ezraiii,  5,  &feq. 

(D)  This  difference,  how*  fore,    muft  have  arlfcn    from' 

ever,  cannot  be  underftood  of  the  m&annefs  of  the  material* 

*its  largenefs,  fince  thenew  was  now  ufed,    fo    different    from 

built  upon  the  foundation  of  thofe  that  had  been  provided 

the  old.     Of  the  two,  thede-  by  Solomon,  and  the  want  of 

ciee  of  Cyru3  feems  to  allow  innumerable    ornaments    fup^r 

this  new  one  three  times  the  plied  by  that  prince   and  hi$ 

breadth   of  that  of  Solomon  3  iucceflbrs. 

this    being    but   twenty,    and  (E)  Thefe  were  not  of  the 

that  fixty  cubits  broad ;    but  feed  of  Ifrael,  but  the  pofle* 

PrideauxhasfufBciently proved,  rity  of  that  mixed  multitude, 

that  the  dimenfions  were  the  whom  Shalmanezer  king  of  Afr 

fame,    only   differently  taken,  fyria  fent  from  Cuthah,  Ava, 

to  wit,   the  one  from  in  to  in,  Hamath,      Sepharvaim,     land 

and  the  other  from  out  to  out ;  other    provinces,     to    inhabit 

thegrief  of  the  old  men,  there-,  thofe  parts,  out  of  which  he 
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exprcfled  an  carneft  defire  to  join  their   afliftance  in   it, 
feeing  they  had  worfliipped  the  fame  God  ever  fince  the 
time  of  Efarhaddon,  king   of  Aflyria,  who  had  fettled 
them  there.     But  whether  the  Jews  fufpe£led  their  fin 
cerity  J  or  defpifed  a  people  who  were  not  of  the  feed  of 
Ifrael,  fent  only   imperfect   worfliipers  of  God  ;  Jefhua, 
Zerubbabel,  and  the  whole   congregation,  refufed  to  let 
them  bear  any  part  in  the  undertaking,  alleging,  that  the 
decree  of  Cyrus  being  only  direfted  to  thofe  who  were  of 
Ifraelitifli  defcent,  it  would  be  a  difhonour  to  their  nation 
to  admit  any  ftrangers  as  partners  in   the   work  *".    This  ^h  ^^' 
refufal   proved  the   fource  of  a  bitter  and  irreconcilable  -^l"^'^  ^• 
hatred  between  thefe  two  nations,  the  fad  effects  of  which  fjf^j 
the  Jews  foon  felt  in  the  immediate  obftruftion  of  their 
undertaking,  and  numberlefs  ill  offices  which  they  under- 
went from  the  incenfed  Samaritans. 

The  firft  ftep  they  took  was  to  bribe  underhand  fome  of 
the  king's  heacl  minifters  and  officers,  to  reprefent  the  Jews 
28  a  rebellious  nation,  and  their  rebuilding  of  the  temple 
as  dangerous^  and  tending  to  fhake  off  their  obedience  to 
his  crown.  They  failed  not  to  carry  theirpoint,  and  the 
work  was  accordingly  flopped,  in  a  great  meafure,  not 
only  during  the  remaining  five  years  of  Cyrus's  life,  but 
alfo  during  the  reign  of  his  fucceffijr.  However,  while' 
Cyrus  livfid,  the  Je^s  ftili  continued  gathering  materials 
for  their  work,  in  hopes  of  better  times:  they  were  affift- 
td  by  rfie  Tyi  ians  and  Sidonians,  who  furnifhed  them 
with  cedars  from  Libanus«  with  mafons^  carpenters,  and 
other  workmen  ;  and  thefe  received  in  return  a  proportion- 
able -qaantity  of  corn,  wine  and  oil  from  the  Jews,  as 
their  anceftors  had  formerly  done  from  king  Solomon  \ 
But  Cyrus  was  no  fooncr  dead,  than  the  Samaritans,  en- 
couraged by  the  ill  difpofition  of  his  fucceffor  Cambyfes, 
■called  in  Scripture  Ahafuerus  **,  inftead  of  their  former 
•clandeftine  practices,  declared  themfelves  openly  againft 
the  Jews,  and  wrote  in  themoftpreffing  terms  to  that  mo- 
narch to  put  an  immediate  flop  to  their  undertaking. 
Cambyfes,  however,  probably  outpf  refpeft  to  his  father's 

decree^  would  not  feeia  to  revoke  it,  but  privately  gave 

» 

J"  Ezra  iv.  i  &  feq.  Conf«  i  Kings  v.  I*  &  feq.  &  Ezra 

in.  7.  c  £zra  iv.  €», 

had  .carried  the  ten  Ifraelitilh  dom  ;  but  by  the  Jews  they 
tribes;  they  therefore  took  the  were  called  Cuthim,  from  Cu* 
name  of  Samaritans  from  Sa-  thah,  one  of  the  provinces  out 
iBaria,  the  capital  of  that  king^    of  which  they  came. 

B  4  them 
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them  leave  to  ob(tru£):  the  execution  ;  fo  that  the  work, 
though  it  was  not  wholly  fuppreffed,  went  at  leaft  very 
heavily  on  during  his  whole  reign,  which  lafted  but 
feven  years  and  five  months. 

Cambyfes  being  dead,  and  one  of  the  magi  having 
mounted  the  throne  (F),  the  Samaritans  failed  not  to 
renew  the  accufation  againft  the  Jews  to  that  ufurper; 
they  reprefented  to  him,  that  this  nation  had  been  always 
famed  for  rebellion,  for  the  truth  of  which  they  appealed 
to  ancient  records  5  and  added,  that  if  they  were  fuiFered 
to  proceed  in  rebuilding  their  city  and  temple,  it  would 
not  be  long  ere  they  {hook  off  the  yoke.  The  ufurper, 
who  had  been  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  feft  of  the  magi^ 
againft  whom  the  Jews  were  known  to  be  diametrically 
oppofite  in  point  of  religion,  did  not  want  any  great 
arguments  to  induce  hini  to  fupprefs  them ;  but  fent  an 
immediate  decree  to  them,  to  defift  from  their  enterprize^ 
and  charged  the  Samaritans  to  fee  it  executed.  Thefe, 
therefore,  having  received  the  order,  went  ftraitway  with 
it  to  Jerufalem,  and  caufed  a  total  ftop  to  be  put  to  the 
work,  till  the  Jews  obtained  a  frefh  decree  in  the  fecond 
year  of  Darius  his  fuccefibr's  reign^  that  is,  about  two 
years  after. 

The  Jews,  by  that  time,  had  been  fo  dilheartened, 
partly  by  the  conftant  oppofition  of  the  Samaritans,  and 
partly  by  this  laft  decree,  that  though  the  latter  ceafed 
with  the  difcovery  and  death  of  the  ufurper,  yet  did  they 
not  (hew  the  leaft  readinefs  to  refume  their  enterprize, 
till  God  had  punifhed  their  indolence  with  a  great  dearth, 
and  let  them  know  by  his  prophet  Haggai,  it  was  upon 
that  account  that  both  their  harveft  and  vintage  had  failed''. 
This  was  indeed  an  effeftual  argument  to  awake  the  zeal 
of  that  felfifh  people,  who  had  by  this  time  taken  care  to 
feat  themfelves  in  commodious  and  fumptuous  houfes, 
without  giving  themfelves  any  farther  thought  about  the 
houfe  of  God.  The  prophet  was  therefore  fent  to  the 
governor,  to  the  high-prieft,  and  to  the  reft  of  the  heads 
of  Judah,  to  upbraid  them  with  their  ingratitude;  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  aiTure  them,  that  if  they  would 
now  fet  about  the  work  in  earneft,  God  would  not  only 
make  it  profpcr  in  their*  hands,  but  that  he  would  make 
"""  ^  Haggai  i.  6.  &  feq. 

(F)  This  is  he  whom  Ezra    as    Smerdis,    by    Herodotus; 
calls  Artaxerxes,  or  rather  Ar-     Mardys,  by  iEfcbylus;    Span 


tdhfhafhtha :  he  is  differently 
named  by  profane,  hiflorians. 


dadates,  by  Ctefias  ;  and  Oro» 
paftes,  by  Juftin. 

thfi 
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• 

Ac  glory  of  this  fecond  temple  by  far  exceed  that  of  the 
firft.  This  .meflage  had  at  length  the  deGred  tStSt ;  and 
the  people,  roufed  by  thefc  promifes  and  threats,  refumed 
and  purfued  the  work  under  the  eye  and  guidance  of 
Haggai  and  Zechariah  p. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Samaritans,  who  kept  a  watch-   Tatnai 
ful  eye  over  them,  applied   to  Tatnai,    whom   IDarius  comes  to 
had    made   governor  of  Syria    and  Paleftine,    and   ac-  J'^HJ^^^* 
quainted  him,  that  this  enterprize  was  refumed,  not  only 
againft  the  king's  order,  but  to  the  manifeft  detriment  of 
his  realm.     They  expefted,  probably,  that  this   new  go- 
vernor would  have   immediately   fuppreffed  that  work ; 
but  he,  being  a   man  of  more  temper  and   moderation, 
repaired  to  Jerufalem,  accompanied  by  fome  of  his  coun^- 
fellers,  and  one  Shetharboznai,  who  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  governor  of  Samaria,  and  enquired  of  the  Jews- by 
what  authority  they  proceeded  in  the  work.     Zerubbabel 
and  Jefliua  acquainted  him  with  the  decree  they  had  for-i 
merly  obtained  from  Cyrus ;  and  at  the  fame  time  produc- 
ed the  facred  vefTels,  which  that  monarch  had  ordered  to 
be  reftored  to  them,  in  order  to  renew  the  worfhip  of  God 
in   Jerufalem.      Tatnai,    having    received    this    anfwer, 
thought  the  matter  of  too  great  confequence  to  interpofe, 
until  he  hadfent  a- full  account  of  it  to  Darius,  and  de- 
Cred  that  fearch  might  be  made  concerning  that  decree. 
It  was  accordingly  found  among   the  records  that  were  Darhs^s 
kept  in  the  palace  of  Ecbatan,  where  Cyrus  was  at  the  ^^^^*'* 
time  of  his  granting  it  5  and  Darius,  out   of  refpedl  to 
that  great  monarch,  two  of  whofe  daughters  he  had  then 
married,  readily  confirmed   it  by  a  new  edift,  in  which 
all  the  grants  of  the  former  were  repeated  and  ratified, 
with  this  fevere  penalty  annexed,  that  whofoever  fhould 
prefumc  to  contravene  or  obftru^  it,  his  houfe  ftiould  be 
pulled  down,  and  himfelf  hanged  on  a  gallows  made   of 
the  timber.     The  execution  of  the  decree  was  committed  Vr.  of  FI. 
to  Tatnai  and  Shetharboznai,  and  was  brought  to  them       *'^^'t, 
accordingly  much  about  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  year  '^"^*^^"''* 
of  Darius's  reign,  and  by  them  communicated  to  the  Jews  *i. 

It  was  then  that  the  building  began  to  rife  apace,  fince 
they  were  now  not  only  free  n-om  apy  obftruftions  from 
their  enemies,  but  were  fupplied,  by  the  king's  order, 
with  all  the  neceflaries  towards  the  expence  of  it,  out  of 
the  treafury  of  that  province  :  this  addition  of  the  king's 
bounty,  joined  to  the  offerings,  which  both  they  of  Palef- 

P  Ezra  V.  7,  ^  feq.    Zechar.  1.  i,  &  feq.  q  Ezra  vi.  6,  8c  feq. 

Jofeph,  Anti(}.]ib.  xi«  cap,4, 

tine. 
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tine,  and  tlieir  brethren  abroad,  paid  towards  it,  caufed 
fuch  a  difpatch  in  the  work,  that  it  was  completely  finiih- 
tkittmple  ed  in  three  years  5  that  is,  in  the  fixth  year  of  Darius«» 
jimjbtd.  3nd  in  the  month  Adar,  which  is  the  lall  of  the  Jewifh 
year,  anfwering  in  part  to  our  February.  The  dedication 
was  celebrated  with  folemnity  and  joy,  and  with  abun- 
dance of  facrifices;  after  which  they  prepared  tbemfelves 
for  the  approaching  fcftival  of  the  Paffover"^,  at  which 
many  of  their  brethren  from  other  provinces  affifted  :  and 
from  this  time  we  reckon  the  complete  reftoration  of  the 
.  Jews.  Accordingly,  when  thofe  that  dwelt  in  Babylon 
fcnt  about  this  time  to  Jerufalem,  to  enquire  of  the  pro- 
phets, whether  they  might  not  thenceforward  defift  from 
keeping  the  fails  of  the  fifth  and  feventh  months  (G), 
Zechariah,  among  other  things  contained  in  the  feventh 
and  eighth  chapters  of  his  prophecies,  tells  them  that 
they  had  now  kept  thofe  fafts  feventy  years  •.  In  memory 
of  this  decree,  which  was  given  from  Sfaufhan,  or  Safa^ 
the  Jews  gave  the  name  of  Shuflian  to  the  eaftern  gate  of 
the  outward  temple^wall,  and  caufed  a  bas-relief  of  that 
metropolis  to  be  fet  up  over  it,  which  continued  there 
till  its  total  deftru£fion  by  the  Romans  '. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  mortification  which  the  envious 
Samaritans  received  from  the  king's  decree  in  favour  of 
the  Jews,  and  the  wonderful  difpatch  with  which  they  had 
finifhed  their  temple,  ferved  only  to  augment  their  ran» 
cour.     They  deeply  refented  their  being  obliged  to  pay, 
not  only  towards  the  rebuilding  of  that  edifice,  but   to- 
wards the  facrifices  and  oblations  that  were   daily  tp-  be 
offered  up  there  for  the  profperity  of  the   king,  and  the 
whole  realm,  as  well  as  for  the  maintenance  of  the  priefls, 
tamati-       Therefore,  as  foon  as  the  temple  was  finifhed,  though  the 
tans  refufe    out-buildings  were  flill   unrepaired,  they  made  it  a  pre- 
JJ  ^^  '^      tence  for  with-holding  the  ufual  tribute,  alleging,  that  it  was 
to  ceafe  as  foon  as  the  building  was  finifhed.     This  refufal 
obliged  the  Jews  to  fend  a  deputation  to  Darius,  at  .the 
head  of  whom  were  Zerubbabel,  Mordecai,  and  Ananias, 

'  Ezra  vi.  1 5.  vii.  6.  «  Ezra  vi.  j6,  ad  fin.  *  Lightfoot'j 

Profpeft  of  the  Temple,  chap.  iii. 

(G)  1  hefe  were  fafts  which  the  temple ;  and,  fourthly,  for 

the  captive  Jews  kept  in  thofe  the  murder  of  Gedaliah.     Ail 

two  months,  in  memory, firft,  of  which  fafls   they  keep  to  this 

Jerufalem  being  firft  befieged  day,  though   they  have  fome* 

by  Nebuchadnezzar;  fecondly,  what  changed  their   place  in 

of  its  being  taken    by    him ;  their  calendar* 
thirdly,  of  its  being  burnt  with 
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to  complain  of  the.  Samaritans.     Darius  ffcceived  them 
with  his   ufual  benevolence ;  and,  after  a  full   hearing, 
liTued  outa  frefh  decree,  commanding  his  officers  at  Sa- 
maria to  caufe  the  ufual  tribute  to  be  paid  to  the  temple ) 
and  ordaining  that,  for  the  future,  on  no  pretence  what- 
ever, the  Jews  fliould  have  any  caufe  of  complaint  upon 
that  article  ".   After  this  edifl:  they  met  with  no  farther  ob- 
ftacle  during  the  reft  of  that  monarch's  reign,  which  lafted' 
twenty-eight  years  longer,  nor  during  the  twelve  years  of 
his  fucceffor ;  but  enjoyed  a  perfeft  peace,  being  govern- 
ed by  their  high-priefts  in   matters   of  religion,    and  in 
thofe  of  ftate  by  the  heads  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  thdugh 
ftill  in  fubjediion  to  the  kings  of  Perfia,  and  fubordinate  Yr.  of  Fl. 
to  his  governors  on  this  fide  the  Euphrates.     Xerxes  had   Ant  ^Ch 
no  fooner  fucceeded  his  father,  than  he  confirmed  all  the       -  .g^ 
privileges  formerly  granted   to  the  Jews*     In  the   third  ; 

year  of  his  reign,  according  to  the  Alexandrian  chronicle,  Xerxa* 
died  the  Jewifh  high-prieft  Jefhua,  in  the  fifty-third  year 
of  his  high-pricfthood,  and  was  fucceeded  by  bis  Ton  Joia- 
kim  '.  Xerxes,  being  murdered  in  the  twenty-firft  year  of 
his  reign,  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Artaxerxes,  the  Aha- 
fuerus  of  Scripture,  the  hufband  of  Efther,  and  confe- 
quently  the  grcateft  friend  the  Jews  ever  had,  either  before 
or  fince  their  reftoration. 

Efther,  or  HadafTeh,  was  an  orphan  of  the   tribe  of  Artaxerxa 
Benjamin,  brought  up  and  adopted  by  her  uncle  Mordecai  j  ^^  -^^^A- 
this  laft  was  a  defcendent  of  thofe  who  had  been  brought  tifourstkt 
captives  into  Babylon,  with  Jeconiah  king  of  Judah  ;  and,  y*«w/, 
by  his  conftant  attendance  at  «the  palace-gate,  feems  to 
have  been  one  of  the  king's  porters.     He  had   found  in- 
tereft  enough  to  introduce  his  niece  into  the  palace,  among 
other  beauties  who  were  to  be  candidates  to  fucceed  the 
repudiated.  Vafhti ;  and  fhe  had  already  fo  captivated  the 
Perfian  monarch,  even  before  he  had  fet  the  diadem  on 
her  head,  that  Ihe  could  obtain  any  thing  from  him  which 
her  uncle  bid  her  afk ;  it  being  a  peculiar  privilege  of 
thofe  virgins,  whenever  their  turn  came  to  appear  before 
the  king,  to  obtain  whatever  they  requefted  t^.    It  is  there- 
fore reafonably  fupppfed,  that  it  was  by  her  intereft  that 
Ezra,  a  very  learned  and  zealous  Jew,  of  the  houfe   of  Exrafent 
Aaron  (H),    obtained  an  ample  commiffion  from  Arta-  intoJutUa. 

xerxes 
^  Jofeph*  ADtiq.  lib*  xi.  cap.  iv.  ^  Nebem.  xii.  lo.    Jofeph. 

Ubifupra,  cap.  v.  y  Efther  ii.  xj,  &  feq. 

(H)  He  calls  himfelf  here,     the  fon  of  Seraiah,  who  was 
Oc^prding  to  th«  Hebrew  idioro,    the  high-prieft  whom  Nebu- 

<:liadnezzftr 
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xerxes  to  return  to  Jerufalem,  with  as  many  of  his  natioti 
ds  were  willing  to  go  with  him,  and  there  to  regulate  or 
reform  all  matters,  whether  of  church  or  ftate,  as  he 
ihould  fee  fit  \ 

Ezra  (laid  fome  days  near  the  river  Ahavah,  for  the  reft 
of  his  company ;  and,  during  that  time,  being  willing  to 
take  fome  Nethinims  with  him  to  Jerufalem  to  ferve  there 
as  formerly  in  the  temple,  he  fent  fome  of  his  retinae  to 
Iddo,  who  was  chief  of  thofe  that  dwelt  near  the  place 
Cafiphia(l),  from  whence  he  gathered  about  two  hun- 
di*ed  and  twenty  of  them,  befides  fome  priefts  and  Levites ; 
with  thefe,  having  proclaimed  a  folemh  faft,  to  implore 
the  divine  proteftion,  he  fet  forward,  and  arrived  at  Je- 
rufalem on  the  firft  day  of  the  fifth  month,  or  the  middle 
of  July,  that  is»  after  a  journey  of  four  months. 
His  com-  At  his  arrival  he  opened  his  commiffion  before  the 

mfj/ioti,  whole  Jewifli  affembly,  and  there  delivered  to  the  priefts 
the  offerings  which  had  been  made  by  the  king,  the  no- 
bles, and  the  Babylonifh  Jews.  Having  fent  to  acquaint 
the  governor  of  Syria  and  Paleftine  with  the  power  he 
had  received  from  the  king,  he  began  with  appointing 
judges  and  magiftrates  to  reform  every  thing  that  was  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  Mofes  ^  and,  purfuant  to  his  commif- 
fion, impowered  them  to  punifti  offenders,  not  only  with 
fines,  imprifotiment,  and  other  lefler  punifhments,  but 
even  with  banifhment  and  death,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  crime  *.  Ezra  continued  in  the  faithful  difchargc 
of  his  authority  thirteen  years,  that  is,  till  he  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Nehemiah,  who  was  fent  thither  with  a  frefli 
commiiTion  from  the  fame  monarchy    But,  in  the  mean 

z]Szravii.  6,  &  feq.  »Ezrav}i.s5,  26. 

• 

chadnezzar  caufed  to  be  flain  been  at  leaft   a  hundred  and 

at  the  taking    of  Jerufalem ;  forty-five  years  old. 
but,  had  he  been  his  real  Ton,         (0  It  i»  not  eafy  to  guedi 

hemuft  have  been  at  leaft  a  what  place  this  was :  the  text 

hundred  and  thirty-two  years  calls  it  Cafiphia  hamnaakom, 

old,    fuppofing  him    to    have  CsL^iphh  the  /  lace.    Some  have 

been  an  infant  when  his  father  taken  it  for  the  Cafpian  mogn* 

died,  and  fo  wholly  unfit  for  tains,    fituate  between  Media 

fuch  a  journey  and  employ  ;  and  Hyrcania,  in  the  mines  of 

whereas  we  find  him  capable  which  thefe  captive  Nethinims 

of  reading  the  Scriptures  to  the  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  fent 

people,  from  morning  to  noon,  to  work;  iffo,  it  is  no  wonder 

one  whole  week,  and  of  affifting  they  ihould  be  fo  ready  to  em* 

Nehemiah  in  his  office  thirteen  brace  the  benefit  of  the  king's 

years  after,  when  he  muil  have  decree. 

time. 
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time,  the  Jews  received  frelh  tokens  of  the  king's  favour  Reforms 
upon  his  raifipg  Efther  to  the   diadem.     Ezra,  relying  the  church 
upon  the  protefiion  of  two  fach  powerful  friends  as  the  ^"^r^^** 
new  queen  and  Mordecai,  who  now  engrofled  the  king*s 
favour,  gave  himfelf  up  wholly  to  the  care  of  the  Jewifh 
affairs^  and  to  reform  fome  crying  abufes  which  had  crept 
in  among  thofe-  who  were  returned  from  Babylon  under 
Zerubbabel  (K). 

His  next  great  work  was  to  reform  the  whole  ftate  of 
the  Jewifli  chur<:h,  by  rcftoring  its  difcipline  and  rites, 
.  according  to  its  ancient  patter©,  under  the  former  |)ro- 
phets.  In  order  to  which,  his  firft  care  was  to  coUeft  and  ColU3s  ths 
let  forth  a  correct  edition  of  the  facred  books,  and  then  facred 
to  reduce  the  obfervance  of  the  Mofaic  law  to  that-ftarinjl-  ^**^' 
ard.  This  circumftanpe  we  find  neither  exprefsly  men- 
tioned in  the  facred  hiftorians,  nor  in  Jofephus  j  but  we 
have  it  from  the  Talmudifts,  and  other  ancient  Jews, 
who  add  a  great  many  others,  which  not  carrying  the 
fame  probability,  we  fhall  omit  as  fabulous.  But  as  for 
this  point  of  his  colleflring  and  revifing  the  facred  writ- 
ings, making  fome  fmall  additions  to  them,  and  fixing  the 
canon  of  the  Old  Teftament  to  twenty-two  books,  as 
they  are  now  received  by  the  Jews  and  proteftant  Cbrifti- 
ans  ;  we  have  many  reaions  to  confirm  the  faft.  He  was 
well  verfed  in  the  language ;  his  extenfive  authority  en- 
cabled  him  to  gather  up  all  the  beft  copies  that  could  be 
met  with,  either  at  Jerufalem,  .or  among  the  difperfed 
Jews ;  and  he  had  the  affiftance  of  two  or  three  pro- 
phets (L)  in  the  work.    The  then  confufed  ftate  of  the 

Jews 

(K)  One  of  ttiefe  was  the  that  he  was  the  fame  with 
intennarriages,  which  not  only  Ezra ;  that  this  lail  was  his 
the  common  people,  but  even  proper  name,  and  Malachi, 
priefts,  Levites,  and  heads  of  which  fignifies-  my  angel^  or 
families,  had  made  with  fome  /w^^^^r,  was  that  of  his  office, 
of  their  idolatrous  neighbours ;  as  being  the  perfon  or  prophet 
by  which  they  had  introduced  fent  by  God  to  reftore  the  Jew- 
a  mixed  mongrel  breed  of  ilh  church  to  its  prifline  fplen- 
Egyptians,  Moabites,  Ammo-  dor  and  flandard. 
nites,  Samaritans,  and  other  St.  Jcrom  and  fome  other 
ilrange  nations,  among  the  ancient  writers  have  main- 
true  Ifraelites.  tained  the  fame  notion :  fure 

(L)    Thefe  were    Haggai,  it  is,  that  Malachi  is  rather  a 

Zechariah,   and  Malachi,    to  common  than  a  proper  name^ 

which  the  Jews   add  Daniel,  and  that  in  Ezra's  time  prti* 

and     his     three    companions,  phets  were  called  by  it ;  and 

As  for  Malachi;  they  pretend  a(;cordingly  feveral  ancient  fa- 

thcra 
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Jews  required  fuch  a  coUeQipn  and  revifal  of  the  facred 
writings ;  and  fome  fuch  thing  we  find  done  foon  after 
Nehemiah's  arrival  in  Judsefi^  when  Ezra  brought  forth  the 
.  facred  volume,  and  read  and  expounded  it  to  all  the  peo- 
ple from  morning  till  noon,  during  the  whole  fcven  days 
of  the  feaft  of  tabernacles  ^.  Laftly,  the  whole  current  of 
Talmudift  writers,  and  all  the  ancient  and  modern  Jews^ 
(except  the  Samaritans,  who  rejedi  all  but  the  Pentateuch, 
as  fliall  be  feen  in  due  time ;  and  Jofephus,  who  perhaps 
did  not  think  proper  to  tell  the  world  that  the  facred 
writings  ftood  in  need  of  fuch  a  revifal  and  amendment), 
afcribe  this  work  to  Ezra,  as  prefident  of  the  fanhedrim, 
and  chi^f  direftor  and  overfeer  of  the  whole ;  in  which 
opinion  they  have  been  followed  by  no  (mall  number  of 
ancient  fathers  **,  and  by  far  the  greateft  part  of  modern 
writers.  We  may  farther  add,  that  there  is  no  other 
way  of  juftifying  that  great  and  zealous  man,  for  leaving 
the  city  and  outworks  of  the  temple  in  that  defolate  ftate 
In  which  Nehemiah  found  them  at  his  coming ;  but  the 
fuppofition,that  he  thought  it  of  greater  moment  tobeftgw 
his  time  and  care  in  this  new  and  corrcfk  edition  of  the 
facred  code,  and  to  bufy  himfclf  in  repairing  the  out- 
works of  the  city  and  temple  ®.  It  is  in  the  time  of  this 
revifal  that  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  exchanged  the  old 
Hebrew  character  for  the  more  beautiful  and  commodious 
Chaldee,  now  in  ufe,  and  to  have  invented  the  Maflb- 
rah  (M),  vowel  and  other  points. 

*Nehem.  viii.  a,  &feq.  ad  fin.  c  Seld.  de  Synedr.    Bux- 

torf.  Tiberiad.  &  Au6t.  ab  eis  citat.  ^  Clem.  Alexandr..  Strooi. 
lib.  i.  Iren*  lib.  Hi.  Bafil.  Epift.  ad  Chilon.  Ifidor.  Orig.  lib* 
vi.  &  al.  mult.  e  Nehem.  i,  a.  ii.  14,  &  feq. 


thcrs  quoted  Malachi  under 
the  title  of  the  angel  or  mef- 
fenger  of  God. 

What  feems  to  confirm,  that 
he  was  an  aiMaht  to,  if  not 
the  fame  with  Ezra,  is  his 
reproving  the  people  for  mar- 
rying flrange  wives,  for  their 
oppreffion  of  their  poor  bre- 
ihrea,  and  feveral  other  abufes, 
which  were  then  redlified  by 
Eara  and  Nehemiah. 

(M)  By  the  term  MaflTorah, 
or  Maflbreth,  which  lignifies 
tradition^  is  meant  the  unwrit- 
ten rule  or  canon,  by  which 


the  reading  or  writing  of  the 
facred  books  was  fixed.  The 
Jews  affirm  it  to  have  been 
given  by  God  himfelf  to  Mo- 
fcs,  who  delivered  it  to  Jofhua, 
Aaron,  &c.  by  whom  it  was 
tranfmitted  by  oral  tradition, 
through  ,  a  long  fucceffion 
of  holy  and  infpired  men, 
quite  down  to  rabbi  Judah, 
firnamed  Hakkadofh,  or  the 
My,  who  wrote  it  in  the  book 
which  they  call  the  Mifhna ;  all 
which  we  conlider  as  a  -feriea 
of  rabbihic  fidions. 

Another 
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Another  and  rery  ufcful  improvement  which  he  and  ^^rreSi$ 
his  infpired  affociates  are  generally,  and  with  great  pro-  *"• 
bability,  believed  to  have  made  to  this  new  edition  of  the 
facred  books,  is  the  interfperfi  ng  here  and  there  an  ex- 
planatory claufe  by  way  of  parenthefis,  and  making  fuch 
other  additions  to  the  text,  as  were  neceflary  to  explain, 
illuftrate,  or  confirm  it.  Of  this  nature  fome  fuppofe  the 
account  of  Mofes's  death,  and  the  excellent  charafter 
given  to  that  great,  lawgiver  in  the  laft  chapter  of  Deutero- 
nomy, to  have  been ;  biit  it  feems  to  us  more  probable, 
that  this  was  inferted  much  earlier,  namely,  by  Jofliua,  or 
fome  of  his  contemporary  writers,  in  order  to  infpire  the 
people  with  a  lingular  refpecl:  for  him  and  his  writings. 
However  that  be,  we  meet  with  a  great  number,  which^ 
being  manifeftly  inferted  long  after  the  fafts,  cannot  well 
be  afcribed  to  any  but  Ezra,  or  fome  of  thofe  prophets 
that  affifted  him  in  the  work  :  thus  we  find  in  feveral  of 
the  hiftorical  books,  concerning  fome  ancient  monuments, 
fuch  words  as  thefe  added  by  way  of  tcftimony,  **  which 
remain  unto  this  day  ^  (N)."  To  the  fame  end  he  is  fup- 
pofed  like  wife  to  have  added  fome  new  names  of  places 
to  the  old  appellations,  which  were  become  obfolete. 
Thus  Abraham  is  faid  to  have  purfued  the  confederate 
kings  as  far  as  Dan,  the  name  which  the  Danites  gave 
long  afterwards  to  the  city  of  Lefliem  or  Lailh  s.  The 
fame  was  done  to  Beth-el,  anciently  called  Luz  ;  to  He- 
bron, whofe  original  name  was  Kirjath-Arba,  and  to 
many  more,  by  the  help  of  whofe  new  names  we  come 

fDeut.  ill.  14.    Jofliua  x.  27,  &  alib.  plur.  KConf.  Genef. 

xiv.  14.  &  Jofliua  xix.  47.    Judg.  xviii.  29. 

(N)  Thus  it  is  faid  in  Ge-  trbpolis  of  the  Ammonites^ 
pefis,  that  **  the  Canaanites  plainly  intimates,  that  that 
did  then  dwell  in  the  land;"  prince  had  been  killed  long 
which  words  could  not  be  in-  before  this  laft  claufe  was 
ferted  till  they  had  adtually  added.  Laftly,  and  to  men- 
been  extirpated  out  of  it:  and  tion  no  more,  the  twenty-fifth 
in  another  place  of  the  fame  chapter  of  the  Proverbs,  which 
book  it  is  faid,  **  Thefe  are  begins  with  thefe  words, 
the  kings  that  reigned  in  the  *'  The  Proverbs  of  Solomon, 
land  of  Edom,  before  there  which  the  men  of  Hezekiah, 
reigned  any  king  in  Ifraelj"  king  of  Judah  copied  out," 
which  laft  words  muft  of  ne-  plainly  fliews  the  words  were 
ceffity  have  been  inferted  long  added  fome  confiderable  time 
after  Mofes*s  time.  The  large  after  this  laft  named  king, 
iron  bed  of  Og,  king  of  Bafan,  who  was  twelve  generations  off 
faid  in  Deuteronomy  to  have  Solomon, 
been  ftiU  to  be  fecn  in  the  me-  '  " 

to 
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to  the  knowlege  of  the  places  there  mentioned,  which'  wtf 
could  never  have  known  by  their  old  denominations. 
Refloresthe  The  laft  work  of  this  great  man  was  to  reftorc  the  wor* 
di'vwe  fhip  of  the  temple  according  to  its  ancient  fornl  before  the 
tvorjbip*  captivity ;  to  revife  and  amend  the  Jewifli  liturgy,  and  to 
add  particular  prayers  and  thankfgivings  proper  for  the 
feftivals  that  were  fuperadded  after  their  return  from  the 
captivity  5  fuch  as  the  dedication  of  the  new  temple  **,  of 
Purim  ^,  and  the  lilA; ;.  and  as  the  Pfalms  entered  into 
almoft  every  part  of  their  worfhip,  and  were  to  be  fung 
alternately,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  he  took  the  fame 
pains  in  collefling  the  whole  book,  and  giving' it  the  fame 
revifal  which  he  had  given  to  the  reft.  Whether  he  di- 
gefted  them  in  the  fame  order  we  Have  them  now  in,  as 
is  generally  believed  by  Jews  and  Chriftians ;  and  whether 
he  was  the  author  of  thofe  which  were  manifeftly  com- 
pofed  during  the  captivity,  and  after  their  return  from  it, 
fuch  as  we  take  thofe  which  were  ftyled  Gradual  to  have 
been ;  and  laftlyi  whether  he  lived  to  finifh  all  thcfe 
things,  or  left  them  to  be  completed  by  his  fucceffors, 
we  will  not  pretend  to  determine.  One  thing  the  fecond 
book  of  Maccabees  informs  us  of,  that  Nehemiah  founded 
a  jibrary  at  Jerufalem,  in  which  he  depofited  the  a£l:s  of 
the  kings,  of  the  prophets,  and  of  David  ^ ;  which  feems  to 
intimate  as  if  the  revifal  of  them  had  been  completed  be- 
fore that  time. 

It  is  no  lefs  uncertain  whether  this  revifal  of  the  facred 
books  reached  fo  far  as  the  reftoring  the  poetical  parts  to 
their  ancient  metre,  or  whether,  they  contented  them- 
felves  with  fuch  a  pun£tuation  and  divifion  of  verfes  as 
would  beft  fit  them  for  the  fervicc  of  the  temple.  The 
generality  of  writers  declare  for  the  latter  opinion ;  but 
there  is  one  reafon  which  appears  to  us  very  ftrong  for  the 
former,  namely,  that  thofe  Pfalms  which  were  com- 
pofed  after  the  captivity,  run  much  in  the  fame  cadence 
with  thofe  which  had  been  written  before  it  \  and 
many  of  them  feem  to  be  in  no  circumftance  inferior 
to  them  9  which  is  a  plain  intimation,  either  that  the 
rules  of  Hebrew  poetry  were  not  loft  at  Babylon,  of 
that  they  were  recoverea  after  their  return,  though  they 
have  been  in  vain  fought  for  ever  fince  the  total  difper- 
fion  of  that  nation. 

Ezra  was  fucceeded  by  Nehemiah,  after  he  had  governed 
thejewifh  church  and  nation  thirteen  years*    Jofephus 

k  Ezra  vi.  i6t         ^  Efther  ix.s9j  ad  fin.  ^  Chap,  ii.  13. 

tella 
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tells  us  ^,  that  he  died  ind  was  buried  at  Jerufalem ;  but  Bxra's 
the  reft  of  the  Jews  affirm  that  he  returned  into  Perfia,  ^^^^  ^^^ 
and  died  there  in  the  hundred  and  twentieth  year  of  his  ^^^^^*^* 
age.  They  bear  fo  great  a  veneration  for  him,  that  they 
look  upon  him  as  a  fecond  Mofes,  a  reftorer  of  the  facred 
books  and  Maflbrah,  and,  in  a  word,  one  every  way 
worthy  to  have  been  their  lawgiver,  had  not  that  ho- 
nour been  beftowed  on  Mofes.  They  join  the  books  of 
Ezra  and  Nehemiah  into  one,  and  make  him  .the  author 
of  it;  and  he  was  certainly  author  of  the  firft,  fince  he 
mentions  nothing  in  it  but  what  was  done  in  his  time, 
and  under  his  eye ;  and  almoft  every  where  fpeaks  of 
himfelf  in  the  firft  perfon :  but  if  he  wrote  the  fecond, 
fome  additions  muft  have  been  made  to  it  fince  his  death  ; 
though  the  difference  of  ftylefeems  to  prove  it  of  another 
hand,  as  are  the  two  books  of  Chronicles,  .^hich  it  is  not, 
however,  improbable  he  might  have  had  the  revifal  of. 
As  for  the  other  two  books  £jfely  attributed  to  him,  and 
known  by  the  names  of  the  firft  and  fecond  books  of  £f- 
dras,  they  are  juftly  rejejfled. 

Nehemiah,  cup-Dcarer  to  the  king  of  Perfia,  a  Jew  (O)  Nekimiah 
of  great  learning  and  piety»  had  heard  by  fome  of  his  na-  fi"^  '«'«, 
tion  lately  come  from  Jerufalem,  of  the  ruinous  Condition    '3^^^^* 
which,  that  city  ftill  ftood  in,  notwithftanding  the  favours 
which  that  monarch  had  heaped  on  th^  returned  Jews. 
Being  therefore  aided  by  the  queen,  who  is  e;iprefsly  faid   Yr.  of  FI. 
to  have  been  at  the  table  when  he  made  his  petitbn  to  the    .  '^°pl 
king  °>,.  he  obtained  a  commiffion  from  him  to  fucceed      '™?4^    ' 
Ezra  in  the  government  pf  Judaea,  with  full  power  to  . 
rebuild  and  adorn  both  city  and  temple,  and  with  f refli  ' 

1  Antiq.  lib.  zi.  n  Nehem*  ii.  6^  &  feq. 

(0)  The  text  calls  him  bare-  cxprefsly  contradided  by  his 

Ij  the  fon  of  Hachaliah,  with-  faying  m  another  place,  that 

out  informing  us  of  what  tribe  he  was  not  a  fit  perfon  to  fliel- 

he  was.    Some  therefore,  from  ter  himfelf  in  the  temple  ;  the 

a  paflage  in  the  Maccabees,  far  greater  part  fuppofe  him  to 

where  he  is  faid  to  have  offered  have  been  of  the  royal  family 

facrifices,  and  from  his  being  of  Judah ;  and  this  is  fo  much 

reckoned  at  the  head  of  the  the  more  probable,  becaufe  we 

priefts  that  figned  the  new  co-  find  none  but  fuch  promoted 

vcnant  with  God,  have  affirm-  to  thofe  high  ftations  about  the 

ed  him  to  have  been  of  the  fa-  king's  perfon  ;  but  never  read 

roily  of  Aaron.  of  a  prieft  that  was  fo,  till. a 

But  as  there  is  nothing  con-  long  time  after,   and  upon  a 

dufive  in ^11  ti$s,  and  it  feeros  quite  different  account. 

Vol.  III.  C  orders 
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orders  to  Sanballat.  and  others  of  his  officers  on  this  fidtf 
Euphrates,  to  furnifh  him  with  all  neceffary  materials  out 
of  the  royal  treafury.  Nehemiah,  having  gathered  a  frefli 
fupply  of  men  and  women  to  return  with  him  into  Judaea, 
departed  under  an  efcort,  which  the  king  had  granted, 
and  arrived  at  Jerufalem,  where  he  kept  himfelf  in  pri- 
vate three  days;  at  the  end  of  which  he  went  in  the 
night,  accompanied  with  a  few  of  his  men,  to  take  a  full 
view  of  the  city  and  walls,  which  he  found  to  anfwer  ex-> 
adlly  the  fad  report  that  had  been  made  of  it  to  him  at 
Shuftian.  On  the  morrow  he  fent  for  the  heads  of  the 
people,  and  in  the  great  affembly  opened  his  commiffion, 
which  he  told  them  he  would  immediately  put  in  force* 
finUlTdf  "^'^^^  refpea  to  the  city  wall,  he  divided  the  work  be- 
*  twecn  a  number  of  great  families,  each  of  which  under- 
took a  part  of  a  ftated  extent,  and  were  to  build  it  at 
their  own  charges ;  and  the  new  governor  plied  them  £» 
clofe,  that  in  ftfty-two  days  they  had  all  completed  their 
tafks,  not  with  (landing  the  many  difcouragem^nts  which 
they  met  with  both  from  within  and  without. 

In  the  profecution  of  the  work,  they  were  forced 
to  bear  with  many  bitter  farcafms  from  Sanballat,  an 
Horonite  (P),  governor  of  Samaria,  and  others  of  his 
officers ;  out  this  vwas  nothing  to  fome  of  their  under- 
hand plots  to  obftruft  it ;  for  they  went  fo  f^r,  as  to  hire 
certain  treacherous  Jews  to  difliearten  both  the  governor 
and  people,  with  the  fpecious  pretence,  that  they  were 
fent  from  God  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  enterprize.  Nehe- 
miah  foon  dete£ted  their  arts ;  but  forefeeing  that  his 
enemies  would  ufe  force,  if  their  deceitful  practices 
failed,  he  ordered  the  people  to  arm  themfelves,  evea 
while  they  were  at  work,  placing  ftrong  guards  to  de- 
fend them,  and  trumpeters  at  convenient  diftances  from 
,  each  other,  that  at  what  quarter  foever  they  fhould 
chance  to  be  attacked,  the  reft,  upon  hearing  the  alarm, 
might  come  immediately  to  their  affiftance.  But  the 
greateft  obftacle  of  all  was,  that  the  poorer  fort,  who 
were  to  bear  the  greater  ihare  of  the  labour,  had  been  fo 

(P)  Probably  fo  called,  be-  Jews ;    but   now   doubly  fo, 

caufe  he  was  a  native  of  Ho-  fince  they  were  likely  to  be  dif- 

ronaim,  a  city  of  Moab.  Their  polfefTed  by  them    of  many 

other  two  principal   enemies  a  good  eftete,  which  they  had 

were  Tobias  the  Ammonite,  feized  on,  during  their  capti« 

and  Gefhem  the  Arabian  ;  all  vity. 


cpnfeqaently  ilKafie^ed  to  the 


fmpoverifhe4 
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lAipoyerifhed  by  continual  extortions  from  the  ricli,  for 
fome  years  before   his  arrival,    that    they  had    already 
been  forced  %o  mortgage  their  lands,  fell  their  fons  and 
daughters,  and  fubmit  to  fo  many  other  hardihips,  that 
they  were  quite  difabled  from  purfuing  the  work.     Ne- 
hemiah,  who  expe£ked  nothing  lefs  than  to  hear  of  fuch  ' 
horrid  cruelties 'committed  by  the  Jewifli  rulers,  upbraided 
them  in  the  fevereft  terms;  and  partly  by  perfuafions, 
and  partly  by  his  own  authority,  obliged  them  to  reftore 
all  their  ill-gotten  wealth  to   the  poor  owners ;  at  the 
lame  time  be  took  care  that  they  fliould  be  fupplied  with 
all  ncceflary  fuftenance  while  they  continued  in  the  work  ". 
By  thefe  means,  he  defeated  the  rheafures  of  the  Sama- 
ritans.    As  foon  as  the  wall  was  finiihed,  he  caufed  the  u  confg^ 
dedication   of  it  to   be    celebrated,  with   the  ufual  fo-  crated. 
lemnities,  by  the  priefts  and  Levites  ^ ;  and  left  the  go- 
vernment 01  the  city  to  his  two  brothers  Hanani  and  Ha- 
naniah.P,   whilft  he   himMf  returned,   as  is  reafonably 
fuppofed,  into  Perfia,  to  obtain  a  new  commiflion,  the 
former  extei;iding  no  farther  than  the  rebuilding  the  city^ 
Wall,  which  was  now  actually  finifhed. 

Hitherto  Jerufalem  remained  but  thinly  peopled,  the 
far  greater  part  of  the  Jews  having  fettled  themfelves  in 
the  countries  round  about ;    and  whenever  any  bufinefs 
called  them  into  the  city,  they  feldom  f;ailed  returning  at 
night  to  their  refpeftive  habitations.     This  praftic^  Nc- 
bemiah  liad  indeed  forbidden,  while  the  wall  was  build- 
ing;   but  after  it  was  finiihed,    they  returned  to  their 
country-feats;    fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  provide  for  its V/t/ri/y 
fafety,  by  caufing  a  greater  number  of  people  to  come  and  peoflffi, 
fettle  within  the  walls.    He  perfuaded,  at  firft,  the  nobler 
and  riclier  to  build  them  houfes  there;    an  injunfiion 
which  they  the  more  gladly  complied  with,  becaufe  the 
country  was  very  much  infeft'ed  with  thieves  and  ban- 
ditti.   They  afterwards  took  in  all  that  willingly  offered 
themfelves  to  come  and  fettle  there ;   but  thefe  not  prov- 
ing fufiicient,  he  was  fain  to  take  every  tenth  family  by 
lot ;  fo  that  by  this  time  the  city  being  well  built,  peopled, 
guarded,  and  fortified,  it  began  to  refume  fomething  of 
Its  former  luftre  *i ;  and  Herodotus,  who  faw  it  foon  after 

this  time,  compares  it  to  SardiSf  the  metropolis  of  Afia 
Minoi''(Q^). 

*  Nehem.  v.  palT.        *  Ch.xH.        p  Ibid.  chap.  vii.      q  Nehem* 
>i*  '  Aerodot.  lib.  iii. 

( Q_)  Herodotus  calls  it  Ca-  that  fubje6l,  Will  eafily  think 
dyti& ;  but  whoever  reads  what  with  him,  that  it  could  be  no 
the  learned  Piideaux  has  faid  on    other  than  Jerufalem. 

C2  .     WhUft 
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publicly 
read  and 
expounded 


Whilft  Nchemiah  was  thus  employed  in  peopling  -awl'- 
fortifying  the  city,  adorning  the  temple,  and  reftifying 
the  genealogies,  both  of  priefts  and  people  (R),  Ezra,  who 
had  by  that  time  finifhed  his  coUe£);ion  of  the  facred  books, 
was  preparing  bimfelf,  and  fome  other  learned  priefts,  to 
make  a  iblemn  le£i;ure  of  them  to  the  whole  nation  on  the 
next  approaching  feftiyai^  which  was  that  of  the  trumpets» 
n(hering  in  the  new  year. .  To  this  end  a  capacious*  fcafibld 
or  defk  was  raifed  in  one  of  the  largeil  ftreets  of  the  city, 
that  the  people,  who  came  from  all  parts  of  the  land  to  tne 
£eafl:,  might  conveniently  hear  his  voice.  £zni  was  (eated 
inthemidft,  with  the  facred  "volume  before  himj  and  oix 
each  fide  flood  fix  priefts,  well  verfed  in  the  Hebrew  arid' 
Chaldec,  who  interpreted  in  the  latter  what  he  read,  in 
the  former,  verfe  by  verfe.  At  noon,  Nehemiah  remind- 
ing them  of  the  joyful  feffival  they  were  celebrating,  dif-* 
mified  them  for  that  day,  charging  them  to  fpend  the  re- 
mainder of  it  in  feafUng  and  joy,  and  to  make  their  poor 
brethren  partake  of  tbeirfatisfa&ion.  As  the  people  ex- 
prefied  a  more  than  common  defire  to  have  this  le£lure 
and,  expoiition  continued  to  thetn^  Ezra  complied  with 
their  requeft,  until  be  and  hisaffiftints  had  gone  through 
Fea/fefta-  the  whole  Pentateuch.  .  The  grand  feftival  of  tabernacles 
hrnacles,  being  likewife  near  at  hand,  it  of^rtunely  happened,  that 
the  part  of  Leviticus  in  which  k  is  enjoined,  was  read  fome 
days  before  ;  by  which  means  they  were  made  fenfible» 
bow  fhort  they  had  been  till  then  of  its  due  obfervation,, 
fo  that  the  next  they  kept,  was  obferved  with  greatpr- 
precifion  and  folemnity  than  it  bad  been  fince  the  time  of' 
Jofhua  •  (S). 

But 
'  Nehenit  viit.  it,  &  feq* 


(R)  This  had  been  done  once 
before,  foon  after  the  neturn,  as 
was  lately  hinted ;  but  not  fo 
clcarlyy  but  that  there  were  flill 
many  families  of  priefts,  Le- 
yites,  and  of  the  people,  who 
could  not  make  out  their  claim 
to  their  tribes.  It  is  therefore 
likely,  that  foipe  of  thtm  were 
iince  enabled  to  do  it,  and  were 
then  inferted  in  this  new  re- 
gifter,  together  with  thofe  who 
came  up  with  Nehemiah,  Se- 
veral of  the  old  families,  that 
eameup  upon  the  firfi  ediA^ 


might  be  by  this  time  extin^l ; 
all  which  is  probably  the  'caufe 
of  the  difference  we  find  in  the 
genealo^es  of  the  books  of 
Ezra  and  Nehemiah » 

(S)  It  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  at  this  folemnity,  that  the 
notable  difcovery  happened  of 
the  facred  fire,  related  in  the 
book  of  Maccabees.  The  Jews 
affirm,  that  Jeremiah,  or  fome 
other  prophet,  had  caufed  it  to 
be  hid  in  a  dry  well  a  little  be- 
fore the  taking  of  Jerufalem ; 
the  mejtnpry  o?  it  having  been 

fiiU 
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.  But  this  was  not  all  the  advantage  which  Nehemiah  Yr.  of  Fl. 
leaped  from  this  Ic&ure  of  the  law :   there  appeared  fuch      '9<>^« 
marks  of  concern' in  them,  whenever  any  point  was  read,  ^^^^  ^"'^* 
of  which  they  kaew  thcmfelves  tranfgreffors^  that  he  made       ^*'     , 
ufc  of  that.happy  difpofition  tb  extort  from  them  a  general 
confef&on  of  their  finS)  and  a  folemn  promife  and  vOw  to 
reftify  all  that  was  amifs  for  the  future ;  efpecfaliy  with 
refpeft  ta  the  four  following  heads  j  .  namely,  i .  Not  to 
make  any  intermarriages  with  the  Gemiies,  and.  to  difan- 
flul  the  old  connexions ;    2.  The  obfervation  of  fabbathsj 
fabbatic  years,  and  thofe  divine  commands  which  related 
to  them  :  3.  The  pun£l:ual  payment  of  their  yearly  tribute' 
to  the  temple,  both  for  the  repairs  and  the  maintenance  of 
the  divine  fervices  in  it :    and,  4.  The  exaft  payment  of 
their  tythes,  firft-fruits,  vows,  &c.  to  the  priefts  and  Le- 
vites^     The  folemnity  concluded  with  a  generous  coUeC- 
don,  which  he  caufed  to  be  made  among  them  for  the  fer- 
ficc  of  the  temple :  in  which,  to  fliew  a  noble  example  to 
the  reft,  he  himfelf  gave  a  thoufand  drachms  of  gold,  fifty 
diflies,  and  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  prieftly  veftments. 

Having  thus^  with  great  credit  and  honour,  completed 
the  tenor  of  his  commiffion,  he  returned  into  Perfia,  ac- 
cording to  his  promife  to  the  king,  after  having  enjoyed 
the  government  of  Judsea  twelve  years 

During  his  abfence,  which  lafted  but  five  years,  it  is  al- 
moft  incredible,  what  abufes  had  crept  into  the  Jewifh 
church  an4  commonwealths  Eliafhib,  whether  the  then 
high-prieiSt^  or  jfome  other  of  the  fame  name,  who  was 
overfeer  jof  the  temple-chambers'*,  married  his  grand-* 
fon  to  the  daughter  of  Sanballat,  the  profeffed  enemy  of 
the  Jews^  and  had  fo  much  bafe  complaifance  for  him,  netempU 
as  to  accommodate  his  friend  Tobiah  the  Ammonite,  with  profaned* 
a  large  apartment  in  that  facred  place,  from  which  even 
the  Ifraeli<es,  who  were  jaot  of  the  tribp  of  Levi,  were 
excluded* 

Another  fhameful  ahufe  was  an  almoft  total  difi-egard  of  T^f,-^*' 
the  fabbath ;  they  threfhed  their  corn,  prefl'ed  their  wine  /fL/'^*' 
and  oil,  bought  and  fold  from  the  Tyriaris,    and  other 
ftrangersj  who  afiefite4  ^  hrhig  their  ntiercantile  wares  into 

^  Mehem.  ix.  &  x.  P  Pe  hoc  vid?  Cooimentat.  &Prid. 

ubi  fupra,  fub  an.  41 S. 

ftill  preferved   to   that  time.        In  memory  of  this  won clerful 

Nehemiah   caufed   it   to   be  difcovery,  the' Jews  inftituted 

fetched  out  for  the  divine  fer-  afeaft,  which  they  called  tlie 

vice.  feaflrofthc  new  fire. ' 

C  3  the 
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prophtts. 
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formed  by 


Hofy  Serip^ 
tures  or' 
dind  to  bi 
nod* 
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the  city  on  that  day,  rather  than  on  any  other  of  the  week* 
To  prevent  this  praftice  for  the  future,  Nchemiah,  hav- 
ing reproved  thofe  magiftrates  in  the  fevered  terms,  or- 
dered the  gates  of  the  city  to  be  fhut  up  every  Friday  night 
about  fun-fet,  and  not  to  be  opefied  again  till  the  nibbath 
was  quite  over ;  by  which  means  thofe  ftrangers  having 
been  difappointed  twice  or  thrice,  and  threatened  from  the 
walls  with  further  puniihment,  defifted  frorh  coming  any- 
more on  that  day.  What  aggravated  the  folly  and  bafe- 
nefs  of  the  Jews  is,  that  they  had  among  them  three  con- 
fiderable  prophets,  who  rebuked  them  feverely  for  their 
crimes,  and  warned  them  of  the  dreadful  puniihments 
which  they  would  bring  upon  them. 

Thefe  wereZechariah,  Haggai,  and  Malachi,  whofe 
prophecies  demanded  the  utmoft  regard  and  atten- 
tion (T).  But  what  the  authority  of  the  prophets 
could  not  do,  that  of  the  governor's  prefence  foon  brought 
about ;  fo  that^  befides  tnofe  abufes  we  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  he  reftificd  a  number  of  others,  which  were  no 
lefs  enormous  ;  one  of  which  was  the  ceafing  of  the  di- 
vine worfliip  through  the  avarice  of  the  people,  who,  re- 
fufing  to  pay  the  priefts  and  Levites  their  tythes,  and  other 
dues,  had  forced  them  to  feek  their  living  out  of  the  tem- 
ple and  city.  All  thefe  Nchemiah  reftored  to  their  former 
regularity,  and  reformed  every  thine  that  was  amifs,  not 
probably  all  at  once,  as  one  might  be  apt  to  think,  from 
their  being  mentioned  together  in  one  chapter  ',  but  at  fe« 
vera!  times,  and  as  opportunity  ferved. 

All  thefe  enormities,  introduced  within  the  (hort  Inter- 
val of  his  abfence,  being  manifeftly  owing  to  their  igno- 
rance or  forgetf  ulnefs  of  the  Mofaic  law,  foon  pointed  out 
to  him,  that  the  only  way  to  remedy  them,  was  to  enforce 
the  frequent  leflure  and  expofition  of  it,  not  only  in  Jeru- 
falem,  but  alfo  in  all  other  cities  atid  places  of  Judaea;  an. 
expedient  which  had  been  formerly  ufed  with  good  fuccefs 
by  fome  of  the  pious  kings  of  Judah.    Thefe  leftures  were 

*  Nebem.  cb.  ult. 


(T)  2^chariah,  for  the  num- 
ber, excellency,  apd  precife- 
nefs  of  his  prophecies,  is  em* 
phatically  termed  Sol  inter 
prophetas  mimores ;  he  was 
contemporary  with  ^zra,  Nc- 
hemiah, Ha^;ai,  and  Mala- 
chi,  if  this  l^be  not  the  fame 


with  Ezra.  He  began  to  pro- 
phefy  about  two  months  after 
Haggai,  and,  with  him,  to  en- 
courage the  rebuilding  of  the 
temple,  by  afTuring  them  of  the 
divine  protection  and  bleffingon 
the  work. 

probably 
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probably  beld  at  firft  in  fomc  great  ftrcet  or  market-place, 
fence  wc  read  of  no  buildings  ereSed  for  that  purpofe  be- 
fore this  time ;  but,  as  they  quickly  found  the  inconve- 
nience of  it  in  cold  and  rainy  weather,^  it  is  not  without 
fjood  reafon  fuppofed,  that  this  obliged  them  to  build 
ome  convenient  places  to  aflemble  in,  which  have  been 
fince  known  by  the  name  of  fynagogues  and  fchools.  For 
th€  fame  purpofe  the  Chaldee  paraphrafes,  known  by  the  ChaUit 
name  of  Targums,  were  alfo  introduced  much  about  the  Pf'fP"''^* 
fame  time,  fo  facilitate  the  knowlcgc  of  the  Mofaic  law,  "^/^f** 
and  of  the  other  facred  volumes,  among  thofe  who  were 
unacquainted  with  the  original ;  but  as  thefe  were  not 
finifhed  till  a  confiderable  time  after  Nehemiah's  death,, 
we  (hall  take  a  more  proper  time  to  fpeak  of  them.  Thus 
far  had  this  great  man  carried  on  the  reformation  of  the 
Jcwifli  church  and  ftate. 

H01V  long  Nehemiah  lived  after  he  had  made  this  refor-  IfthimMh^t 
thation,  whether  he  continued  in  his  place  of  governor,  ^^^ 
aiid  whether  he  died  in^Judsea,  or  in  Perfia,  neither  the 
text  nor  Jofephus  inform  us ;  only  the  latter  fays,  that  he 
died  in  an  advanced  age  ^  4   and  indeed  even  at  the  time 
where  his  book  ends,  he  muft  have  been  at  leaft  feventy 
years  of  age.     In  his  days,  and  about  the  eleventh  year  of 
barius  Nothus,  died  the  high  prieft  Elialhib,  after  he  had 
enjoyed  the  pontifical  dignity  forty  years  ;    and  was  fuc- 
cceded  by  his  fon  Joiada,  called  by  Jofephus,  Judas  *,  the 
father  of  that  ManafTes  (U),  whom  Nehemiah  had  forced 
to  retire  into  Samaria.     Whilft  that  governor  lived,  he 
fupported  bis  chafafter  by  the  moft  exemplary  zeal  for  re- 
Ijgion,  juftice,  and  the  good  of  his  nation ;  and  the  dig- 
nity of  his  office  by  a  magnificent  hofpitality  (X). 

After 

y  AiUiq'  lib.  xi.  fab  fin.  ult.  cap*  5.  »  Id.  ibid.  cap.  6. 

Vide  Nehem,  xii.  ip. 

(U)  As  for  the  unworthy  fon  Jerufaiem  ;  and  went  and  fet* 

of  Joiada,  whom  Jofephus  calls  tied  themfelves  under  the  pro- 

Manailehyinftead  of  complying  tedtion  of  Sanbaiiat,    the  Sa- 

with  the  sovemor'a  orders,  or  maritan  governor, 

parting  with  his  ftranee  wife,  (X)  The  daily  provifion  of 

he  retired  with  her  to  Samaria,  hi9  table  was  an  ox,   fix  fat 

to  his  father-in-law ;  and  drew  fheep,    with  fowl,  fifh,  wine, 

a  great  many  other  rebellious  and  other  things  in  proportion ; 

Jews  after  him,  who  had  been  at  which  he  entertained,  be- 

guilty  either  of  the  fame,   or  fides  a  hundred  and  fifty  of  the 

any  of  thofe  enormous  crimes,  head  rulers,  who  eat  condantly 

which  were  then  reforming  at  with  him,  all  the  flrangers  of 

C  4  any 
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Vr.  of  Fl.      After  his  death,    the  face  of  that   government  Va^ 

1939-   .  wholly  changed.    We  hear  no  more  of  any  governors  of 

Ante  Chr.  Judaea ;  but  the  country  feems  to  have  been  joined  and 

^^^'       fubjedl  to  the  prefefture  of  Syria,  from  which  the  high- 

priefts  received  their  authorityi  as  ihall  be  feen  in  the  next 

ie£iion« 

S  EC  T.   n, 

V 

^he  State  of  the  Jews  under  the  Htgh-prieji  ^ni 

Maccabees. 

TJITHERTO  we  have  had  Ezra  and  Nehemiah  fof 
"*^  our  guides  :  after  them  we  have  no  canonical  books 
concerning  the  Jewifli  nation  ;    fo  that  we  fhall  be  forced 
to  fetch  all  our  intelligence  from  thofe  of  the  Maccabccsj, 
and  to  fill  up  all  the  chafms  out  of  Jofephus ;    as  for 
profane  authors,  they  were  fo  little  acquainted  with  the 
Jews,  that  we  have  little  or  nothing  from  them,  but  what 
falls  in  occafionally  with  other  parts  of  their  hiftory.    Ju- 
daea was  now  become  more  ftriftly  a  province  of  Syriat 
and  under  the  prefefture  of  it,  the  governors  committed 
the  adminiftration  of  the  Jewifli  ftate  to  their  high«priefl:s  ; 
fo  that  from  this  time  we  may  afcribe  the  greateft  part  of 
thofe  misfortunes  that  befel  their  nation,  to  a  fet  of  men, 
who  afpired  to  that  high  dignity,  more  through  ambition 
and  avarice,  than  any  real  zeal  for  their  religion,  or  the 
welfare  of   their  country.     This  epocha  begins  with  a 
fignal  inftance  of  it,  which  is  the  more  remarkable,  be- 
caufe  we  have  it  from  Jofephus  %  v^ho  is  not  often  apt  to 
turn  accufer  of  his  brethren. 
Yr.  of  FK      Johanan  fucceeded  his  father  Joiada  in  the  high-prieft-^ 
197^-      hood  ^,  about  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  Artaxerxes  Mnemon. 
Ante  Chr.  Bagofes,  being  then  governor  of  Syria  and  Phoenicia,  had 
^^3*       contrafted  an  intimate  friendfliip  with  Jefliua,  the  brother 
j£/bua        ^^  '^^  pontiff  •,  and  had  promifed  him  a  grant  of  the  high-^ 
killedin       priefthood,    fome  few  years  after  Johanan's  inveftiture, 
the  temple.    Jefliua,  whom  our  hiftorian  calls  Jefus^  came  immedir 
ately  to  Jerufalem,  and  acquainted  Jiis  brother  with  it : 

A  Ant.  lib.  xi.  cap.  7*  ^      >  Nebem.  xii*  11,  3c  ti. 

any  diftin^tion,  who  came  from  the  allowance  which  was  ufual^. 
other  countries  to  Jerufalem ;  ly  paid  to  the  governors  o^ 
all  which  expence  he  fupport-    that  province,  who  had  pre^ 


ed  at  his  own  private  charge,    ceded  him, 
and  without  receiving  anvpf 


iheif 
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their  interview  was  in  the  inner  court  of  the  tempki 

where  the  difpute  arofe  to  fuch  a  height,  that  Johanan, 

in  driving  to  throw  him  out  of  that  holy  place,  gave  him 

a  mortal  wound.     Bagofea,  being  informed  of  this  acci* 

dent,  repaired  immediately  to  the  place,  and  upbraided 

the  Jews  in  the  fevereft  terms,  for  thus  polluting  the  tem^ 

pie  of  their  God  :  he  next  offered  to  enter  that  holy  place  \ 

but,  being  obftruftedby  thepriefts,  he  aflced  them,angrily, 

whether  they  thought  hi§  living  body  more  impure  than 

the  dead  carcafe   which   lay  there   unburied.     Without 

flaying  for  an  anfwer,  he  forcibly  entered ;    and,  being 

fully  informed  of  the  faft,  impofed  a  heavy  mul<9:  upon  jofianan 

the  temple,  which  was  not  taken  off,  till  the  death  of  Ar-  fined  for  it. 

taxerxes   changed  the    face  of  affairs.     However,   they 

were  not  altogether  free  from  troubles  in  the  reign  of  tis 

fucceffor ;  for  Ochus,  having  conquered  the  greateft  part 

of  Phoenicia,  marched  direSly  towards  Judsea,  befieged  y^^  of  FI 

and  took  Jericho,  and  carried  off  a  great  number  of  Jews       1997. 

captives,  part  of  whom  he  lent  into  Egypt,  and  part  into  Ante  Chr. 

Hyrcania,  along  the  Cafpian  fea  ^    Whether  they  had  en-       35 >• 

gaged  with  the  Phoenicians  againft  that  prince,  or  by  what  •    ■. 

other  way  they  had  difobliged  him,  our  authors  do  not 

tell  us,  nor  whether  his  refentment  (lopped  here,  or  was 

felt  in  any  other  part  of  Judaea.     About  ten  years  after, 

in  the  eighteenth  year  of  that  monarch's  reign,  died  Jo- 

hanan,  their  high-prieft,  in  the  thirty-fecond  year  of  his 

^igh-priefthood  5  and  w^s  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Jaddua ;   Jaddua 

and,  in  three  years,  Ochus  was  goifoned  by  Bagoas,  who  fuccads 

fetup  his  youngeft  fon  ArfaCes  on  the  Perfian  throne,  who  7«^^«^«» 

was  foon  after  fucceeded  by  Darius  III.' 

In  the  fourth  year  of  this  prince's  reign,  the  Jews  gave 
kim  fuch  an  infcance  of  their  loyalty,  as  plainly  fhewed 
they  had  not  forgot  what  they  had  luffered  from  Ochus 
for  fiding  with  his  enemies.   ^J^xander  the  Great,  having 
refolved  upon  the  fiege  of  Tyre,  and  being  informed  that 
the  Tyrians,  a  nation  wholly  given  to  trade,  received  all 
their  provifions  from  Judaea,  Samaria,  and  Galilee,  fent 
to  Jaddua,  the  then  high-prieft,  to  demand  that  fupply  of 
them,  which  they  were  wont  to    pay  to   the  Perfians. 
Jaddua  modeftly  excufed  himfelf  from  complying  with  his  Eufidt' 
demand,  alleging,  that  his  oath  of  fidelity  to  Darius  did  lity  toDa* 
pot  permit  him  to  transfer  that  tribute  to  an  enemy.   Alex-  '''»?• 
*nder^  provoked  at  this  refufal,  had  no  fooner  completed 
fte  xeduftipji  of  Tyre,  than  he  marched  ftraight  to  Jeru-- 

t 

-  }^^^\i^f  ^^  QcRt.  cpAUaApioni  lib.  L    Solin.  Syncel.  &  al. 
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falem,  refolved  to  punifli  the  Jews  with  as  great  feverity 
as  he  had  exercifed  upon  the  Tynans.  He  was  advancing 
with  full  fpeed  towards  their  metropolis,  when  the  pon- 
tiff, attended  by  all  the  priefts  in  their  habits  of  ceremony, 
met  him  at  fome  diftance  from  the  city,  in  order  to  depre- 
cate his  wrath ,  and  were  very  gracioufly  received.  Alex- 
ander entering  Jerufalem,  the  high-prieft  and  his  retinue 
condufled  him  to  the  temple,  where  he  caufed  a  great 
number  of  viftims  to  be  offered  to  the  God  of  the  Jews. 
The  reader  may  fee  an  account  of  this  tranf^ftion  in  our 
Hiftory  of  Alexander  the  Great,  with  an  account  of  the 
great  favours  which  that  monarch  granted  to  the  Jews, 
and  his  poftpooing  the  requeft  of  the  Samaritans  to  an- 
other opportunity.  All  that  we  need  to  add  here  is,  that 
the  temple  of  the  latter  on  Mount  Garrizzim  proved  the 
fource  of  continual  evils  to  the  Jews,  and  the  conftant 
afylum  of  their  apoftate  brethren,  who  never  failed  to  go 
over  to  the  Samaritans,  as  foon  as  they  found  themfelves 
in  danger  of  puniftiment  for  any  enormous  crimes  *. 

Alexander  at  the  fame  time  conferred  many  favours  on 
the  Jews,  a  great  number  of  whom,  at  his  return  into 
Alexandria,  he  fettled  there,  and  endowed  with  large 
privileges  and  immunities,  allowing  them  the  free  exercife 
of  their  religion,  and  admitting  them  to  the  fame  fran- 
chifes  and  liberties  with  his  own  Macedonians'^.  But  what 
gave  them  the  greateft  advantage  over  their  Samaritan  ri- 
vals, was  an  infurreftion  in  their  capital  againft  his  fa- 
vourite Andromachus,  irhom  he  had  made  governor  of 
Syria  and  Paleftine. 

All  this  while  the  Jews  continued  in  his  favour,  bofh 
in  Paleftine  and  out  of  it ;  only  thofe  that  were  in  his 
army,  were  like  to  have  forfeited  it  by  their  refufal  to 
affift  at  the  rebuilding  of  the  temple  of  Belus,  which  that 
monarch  had  begun,  The  invincible  conftancy  with 
which  they  bore  his  fevereft  punifhments»  wrought  at 
length  fo  far  upon  him,  that  he  difcharged  them  from  his 
fervice,  and  fent  them  into  their  own  country  ^  Four 
years  after  his  dcceafe,  died  alfo  Jaddiia,  the  Jewifli  high- 
prieft,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  hjs  pontificate,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  his  fon  Onias,  who  enjoyed  that  dignity 
about  twenty-one  years. 

With  Alexander  expired  the  profperous  ftate  of  the 
Jews:    their  country,  being  fituate  between  Syria  and 

4  Hecataeus  Abder.  ap- Jofephi  cont*  Apion,  lib.  ii.  «  Q^'^t. 
Curt.  lib.  iv.  cap.  8.  ^  jfofepli*  ex  Hecat,  lib.' i.  cont.  Apion. 

'  Egypt, 
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%7P^>  became  fubjeA  to  all  the  revolutions  and  wars^ 
voich  his  ambitious  fucceflTors  waged  againft  each  other;     v 
fcdng  fucceffively  invaded  and  captivated  by  the  Syrians 
and  Egyptians,  and  conftantly  opprefled  under  either  go- 
vernment.    At  firft  it  was  given,  together  with  Syria  and 
Phoenicia,  to  Leomedon  the  Mitylenian,  one  of  Alexan- 
der's generals  s,  and  confirmed  to  him  by  a  fecond  parti- 
tion-treaty ;   but  he  being  foon  after  ftripped  of  the  other  Yr.  of  VU 
two  by  Ptolemy,  Judaea  was  the  only  nation  which  ftood      *®*?:. 
firm  to  hira,  from  a  fenfe  of  their  oath  of  allegiance  ;    fo      ^^^^J^ 
that  the  Egyptian  king  was  forced  to  invade  it  with  a  ' 

powerful  army,  and  accordingly  laid  clofe  fiege  to  Jerufa- 
1cm.     The  place,  being  ftrongly  fortified  by  art  and  na- 
ture, might  have  found  him  work  enough,  had  not  a  fu- 
perftitious  fear  of  breaking  the  fabbath  prevented  the  be- 
ueged  from  making  any  defence  on  that  day  5  which  being 
ttnderftood  by  the  king,  he  caufed  it  to  be  ilormed  on  the  Jerufidem 
(abbath,  and  accordingly  took  the  city  without  any  oppo-  token  by 
Sdon  \     This  fuccefs  did  not  however  prevent  his  treat-  ^^^^"9* , 
ing  them  with  great  feverity;  he  carried  near  a  hundred  100,000 
thoufand  of  them  captives  into  Egypt  j  but  reflefting  foon  Jf^'^M^^ 
after  on  their  known  loyalty  to  their  former  conquerors,  J^'^^  ^^ 
and  the  facred  regard  they  paid  to  their  oaths,  and  being,  ggypt^ 
by  the  redu<Elion  of  Jerufalem,  become  mafter  of  Judsea    ' 
and  Samaria,  he  committed  the  keeping  of  feveral  confider- 
able  garifons,  both  here  and  in  Egypt,  to  them ;  and  hav- 
ing made  them  fwear  allegiance  to  him,  and  to  his  heirs 
and  fuccefibrs,  endowed  them  with  the  fame  privileges 
diey  had  enjoyed  under  the  Macedonians  (T). 

By 

t  Cbron.  Alex.  Eafeb.  in  Chron.  Jofeph.  Ant.  lib«  xi.  cap.  ult. 
^  Agatbar.  ap.  Jofeph.  cont.  Apion.  lib.  i.  Arift.  in  LibcU.  de 
I«XX.  Inter  p. 

(Y)  Of  thofe  whom  he  jcar-  gypt,   that  great  numbers  of 

ncd  away  into  Egypt,  he  chofe  them,   being  attra6led,  partly 

about  thirty  thoufand  of  the  by  the  fertihty  of  the  country, 

floutcft  to  fill  his  garifons  ;  the  and  partly  by  the  great  privi- 

wfthefent,  fomcto<rfEftthem  leges    they    enjoyed,    flocked, 

with   provifions,    others    into  thither  from  other  parts. 

Libya  and  Cyrene,  which  he  From  the  latter  of  the  coun- 

bad  lately  fubdued.     Appian  tries    above  mentioned,   were 

add*,  that  he  demolilhcd  the  dcfcended  the  Cyrenean  Jews, 

walls  of  Jerufalem  before  he  among  whom  was  Jafon,  au- 

tetumed  home.    However,  he  thor  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Mac* 

ftcwed  fuch  kindaefs  to  thofe  cabccs,  in  five  books,  now  loft, 

I^ws  that  came  to  fettle  in  £-  but  of  which  the  fecond  book 

of 
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By  this  time  the  Samarkans,  who  daily  increafed  in 
number,  ftrength,  and  wealth,  by  the  continual  concourfe 
of  apoftate  Jewsi  made  Sichem  their  metropolis,  which 
they  enlarged  and  beautified*  As  they  were,  neither  fo 
fcrupulous  about  their  oaths  of  allegiance,  nor  fo  tena- 
cious of  the  precepts  of  the  Mofaic  law,  as  their  rivals  of 
Judaea  were,  they  feldom  failed  to  fide  with  the  ftrongeft, 
and,  if  occafion  required,  to  comply  with  the  will  of  their 
princes,  even  in  things  which  were  abfolutely  forbidden  by 
their  law.  This  policy,  which  they  never  loft  fight  or, 
freed  them  from  the  many  perfecutions  which  the  Jews 
underwent ;  fo  that  from  this  time,  nqt  only  thofe  who 
fled  from  Judaea  to  efcape  puniftiment,  but  a  much  greater 
number,  went  over  to  them,  to  avoid  either  perfecution 
on  account  of  their  law,  or  the  tyranny  and  oppreiTion  of 
their  governors.  As  therefore  this  fcft  became  fo  nu- 
merous and  powerful,  as  to  make  a  confiderable  figure  in 
the  Jewifh  biftory,  our  readers  will  doubtlefs  expeS  to  be 
informed,  how  far  their  religion  agreed  or  differed  from 
that  of  the  Jews ;  and  by  what  arguments  they  have, 
ever  fince  their  feparation, ,  endeavoured  to  prove  their 
claim  of  precedence  to,  and  to  retort  the  imputation  of 
fchifm  upon  them  \  fince  we  have  already  feen,  that 
they  were  originally  a  mixture  of  Cutheans,  and  other 
foreign  nations,  fent  thither  by  the  Afifyrian  kings,  inftead 
of  the  ten  tribes  carried  away  captive  oy  them ;  and  now 
become  a  more  mixed  and  mongrel  nation,  by  the  con« 
fl:ant  refort  and  incorporation  of  all  the  renegade  Jews  (Z). 
The  following  articles  contain  a  ihort  fummary  of  their 


of  the  Maccabees  is  an  epi? 
tomef  Of  the  fame  country 
were  thofe  Gyreneanjews  men* 
tioned  by  St*  Lake,  and  that 
Simon,  who  helped  tP  bear  the 
crbfs  of  Chrift* 

This  Jevvifli  colony  grew  in 
time  fo  numerous,  that  ipo^ooo 
of  them  were  put  to  death  for 
one  mutiny  in  Vefpafian's  time; 
and  yet,  in  a  fucceeditig  reign, 
they  proved  flrong  enough  to 
ipader  the  whole  province,  and, 
as  Xiphiiinus  tells  us,  in  the  life 
of  Trajan,  to  maflacre  200,000 
iphabitants  of  other  nations* 


(Z)  The  Samaritans,  in  op- 
pofition  to  that  which  we  have 
from  the  facred  books  concern- 
ing them,  boafl  themfetves  de- 
iipended  from  Jofeph  by  £ph- 
raim ;  they  pretend,' that  when 
Joihua  entered  into  the  Pro- 
mifed  Land,  he  caufed  a  tem- 
ple to  be  built  upon  Mount  Ga* 
rizzitp,  apd  appointed  Ruz,  of 
the  feed  of  Aaron,  to  officiate 
as  hlghrpriefi:,  ftx>m  whom  they 
boaif  tQ  have  an  exad^  genea- 
logy, and  uninterrupted  luccef- 
fion  down  to  this  very  time« 

faith' 
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faidi  in  comtnon  with,  and  in  oppofition  to,  that  of. 
the  Jews* 

*r.  They  believe  in- one  God,  and  his  fcrvant  Mofes ; .  r>iWf  r/ij- 
and  that   Gari:^2im  is  the  only  place  of  God's  wor-  ^m. 
fliip(A).  ^  ,      ' 

2.  They  always  circumcife  their  males  on  the  eighth 
day,  never  deferring  it  upon  any  account,  as  the  Jews  do^ 
fame  of  them  till'the  hour  of  death.*  ^ 

-3*    THey  never  allow  themfelves   two  wives,   or  to' 
manry  their  nieces  5  but  the  Jews  do  both. 

4.  They  are  bound  to  wafli  themfelves  every  morning, 
after  either  matrimonial  converfe,  or  any  accidental  de- 
filement ;  fo  that  they  look  upori  every  veflel  and  the 
hoiifhold-wftuflFtbey  touch,  before  futh  an  ablution,  to  be 
j»Iluted. 

|.  They  obfervc  the  fabbath  with  the  greateft  ftria:- 
nefs,   abftaining  from   matrimonial  commerce  on   that' 
night,  ligbting  no  fires,  nor  ftirring  from  their  houfes, . 
unlefs  to  go  to  the  fynagogu^,  where  they  read  fome  por- 
tion of  the  Pentateuch,  o^r  up  their  prayers  to,  and  fing 
thepraifes  of  God. 

6.  Of  all  their  folemn  feftivab:,  the  Paffover  is  by  them 
cfteemed  the  chi^f  j  they  likcwife  obferve  the  other  two 
ofPentecoft,  and  of  Tabernacles,  with  great  exa£lnefs, 
and  the  grand  faft  of  Expiation  with  uncommon  ftri£hiefs. 

7.  They  never  offer  any  facrifice  but  on  Mount  Ga- 

rizzim'. 

i  Vide  Int*  al.  Bafoag.  ubi  fupra. 

(A)  The  Jews,  iay  they,  favour  of  the  Jews,  and  efpe- 

follow  other   teachers,    o^er  cially  of  the  houfe  of  David  3 

precepts,  taken  from  their  other  they  defpife  the  Jewilh  pre- 

^ks,  traditions,  andjexpofi-  tence  of  oral  tradition,  and  all 

tions ;  we   adhere  to  the  five  their  targums  atid  talmuds. 

books  of  Mofes,  and  reject  all  T^^^  value  themfelves  for . 

other  writings,    all  other  au-  having  preferved  the  ancient 

tbority  and  interpretation,  and.  Hebrew  character,   and  curfe 

guide  our  faith   and  pradtice  the  new  one,  which  was  lince 

lolely  by  the  precepts  of  our  introduced    by    Ezra,    whom 

lawgiver.      Accordingly  they  they  brand  with  the  name  of 

ijever  admitted  any  other  books  impoflor,  and  who,  theypre- 

but  the  Pentateuch,    In  con-  tend,  fubflituted  it  to  the  Mo- 

fcguence  of  this  maxim,  they  faicone,  for  the  fak^ofthofe 

'ejcd  all  the  prophetical  and  other  books  which  he  foiiled 

biftorical  books,  as  written  in  into  the  Jewifh  canon  (i), 

,.  (0  Vide  Bafnage  Hidoire  des  Juifs,  torn.  ii.  pari  i.  chap*  3  &  4* 
""•  vii.  chap,  45, 

8.  They 
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8.  TKey  boaft  a  continued  fucceOion  of  prieftsf  from 
Kuz,  the  ion  of  Phinehas,  the  catalogue  of  which  is  pre- 
fenred  by  them  with  the  utmoft  ftri£lnefs;  and  their 
high-prieft  always  makes  his  refidence  at  Sichem,  now 
called  N  aploufe  ;  from  whence  he  iflues  out  his  dire&ions 
to  the  whole  fe^  for  keeping  their  feftivals,  and  what- 
ever relates  to  the  Mofaic  obfervances  (B).  From  this 
ihort  account  of  their  faith  and  pra6Hce,  one  would  be 
apt  to  conclude,  that^  except  thofe  points  which  related 
to  their  fchifm,  they  had  been  much  drifter  obfervers  of 
the  Mofaic  law  than  the  Jews ;  but  whatever  they  may 
have  proved  in  later  times,  we  fhall  meet  with  fuch  fla- 
grant inftances  of  the  contrary  in  the  fequel  of  this  and 
the  next  fe£lion,  as  will  eafily  evince  how  ready  they 
were,  upon  the  leaft  danger  of  perfecution,  or  feverc 
ufage,  from  their  governjors,  to  facrifice  their^religion  to 
their  intereft  and  fafety. 

How  and  when  the  manufcript  of  the  Pentateuch  came 

into  the  hands  of  the  Samaritans,  is  hard  to  guefs.    The 

general  opinion  is,  that  it  was*  brought  into  Samaria  by 

the  prieft,  whom  Efarhaddon  fent  to  inftrufk  the  new  in- 

habitants  of  that  country.    The  book  was  not  unknown 

to  feveral  ancient  fathers,  particularly  Qrigen  and   St. 

Jerom,  who  both  underftood  the  Heorew  tongue;  but 

they  have  given  us  no  light  about  it.    The  opinion  of 

fome  learned  moderns  ^  is,  that  it  was  brought  to  Samaria 

by  Mahaffes,    Sanballat's  fon*in-law  lately   mentioned; 

and  that  it  was  tranfcribed  from  that  of  Ezra,  fince  we 

find  in  it  all  the  emendations  and  explanatipns  which  that 

infpired  fcribe  is  fuppofed  to  have  made  to  thofe  five 

books; .  and  confequently  could  be  of  no  older  date,  much 

lefs  have  been-  brought  by  that  Hebrew  pried  above 

mentioned.     However,   each  fydem  has  its  difficulties^ 

which  are  not  eafilv  folved ;  all  that  we  fhall  add  con- 

7wo  vet'    cerning  this  book  is,  that,  befides  this  copy  written  in 

ficnsofthi    their  old  charafter  in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  they  had  an- 

fenta-         other  written  in  the  vulgar  language  fpoken  among  them, 

uuih.         becaufe,  like  the  Jews,  they  had  forgot  the  old  Hebrew, 

and  were  accuAomed  to  a  mongrel  mixture  of  AiTyrian, 

* 

k  F.  Simon.  Hift.  Crit.  V.  T.  lib.  i.  cap.  lo.    Prid.  ubi  fupra. 

(B)  This  fe£i  is  dill  very  the  Ottoman  empire,  befides 

numerous,  not  only  in  their  thofe  which  are  cfifperfed  into 

metropolis,  but  in  Damafcus,  the  northern  parts  of  Europe 

Qaza,  Cairo,  and  other  parts  of  and  Alia. 

Babylonifli^ 
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Babjloniih,  and  Chaldee.    BeHdes  this,  they  had  a  Greek 
TCriion  of  it  for  the  fake  of  their  Helleniftical  brethren,  as 
the  Jews  had  the  Septuagint;  and*  it  is  probable,  that 
this  was  the  verfion  which  is  mentioned  by  feveral  ancient 
fathers*,  fince  they  canriot  be  fuppofed  to  have  under<- 
ftood  either  the   original,   or  the  vulgar  verfion.    The. 
old  Hebrew  copy  afterwards  remained  unknown  to  the 
Chriftians,  during  near  ten  centuries.     Scaliger  was  the  How 
firft  modern  who  got  intelligence  of  it ;  after  which  it  was  brought 
brought  over  into  Europe,  and  printed  in  the  polyglots  of  ^'"'^  ^'*" 
Paris  and  Londofi  \  the  latter  of  which  is  by  far  the  beft   ^^'* 
and  moil  correft,  as  well  as  the  Latin  verfion  of  it ". 

We  return  to  Judsea,  which  we  left  in  the  poffeffion  of  Judaa 
the  king  of  Egypt,  but  which  he  was,  about  five  years  y^'^^** 
after,  forced  to  abandon  to  Antigonus  and  his  fon,  who   '^^'i^'"^* 
came  againft  him  with  a  fuperior  army.     Ptolemy  con- 
tented liimfelf  with  demanding  the  cities  of  Ace,  Samaria, 
Joppa,  and  Gaza,   and  iwith  carrying  off  an  immenfe 
booty,  as  well  as  a  great  number  of  inhabitants,  whom  he   ^''*  <>f  Fl» 
fettled  in  Alexandria,  and  endowed  with  confiderable  pri-    .  *^'pL 
Tileges  and  immunities,  as  Alexander  had  done  before      "^'^     * 
him.    He  was  then  defigning  to  make  that  city  the  me-  '    ^ 

tropolis  of  Egypt,  and  was  fo  well  fatisfied  with  the  fi^de- 
lity  and  induftry  of  the  Jews,  that  he  fpared  no  en- 
couragemfcnt  to  allure  them;  infomuch  that  vaft  numbers 
flocked  continually  thither  from  Judaea*  and  Samaria, 
chafing  to  live  under  fo  generous  and  friendly  a  prince  in 
a  foreign  country,  rather  than  in  their  own,  under  the 
fluduating  government  of  fo  many  contending  tyrants. 

Scleucus'very  much  imitated  the  clemency  and  generofity  Sekucus*s 
of  the  Egyptian  king,  a  charafter  which  was  quite  oppo-  friendfkip 
iite  to  that  of  Antigonus ;  who  was  of  fuch  a  fierce  na-  ^  ^ 
ture,  that  he  ftuck  at  no  cruelty,  falfliood,  or  tyranny,  3^^'" 
that  ferved  his  turn.    This  made  great  numbers  of  the 
Jews  fall  away  likewifc  from  that  tyrant  to  Seleucus,  who 
gave  them  much  the  fame  privileges  and  franchifes  that 
his  competitor  granted  in  Egypt.    He  built  fixteen  cities 
in  Leflcr  Afia,  which  he,  from  his  father,  called  An- 
tioch ;  nine  he  called  by  his  own  name,  and  fix  by  that 
of  hiii  mother  Laodicea ;  three  from  his  firft  wife  Apa- 
mea,  and  one  from  Stratonice  his  laft  wife :  in  all  thefe 
he  fettled  fuch  confiderable  colonies  of  the  Jews,  efpe- 

1  African.  Eufeb.  Diod.  TarAsnf.  &  ah  ap,  Prid.  ubi  fupra. 
A  Vide  Scalig.  de  Emend.  Temp,  cap,  7.  Ud*er.  Eplft.  ad  L.  Ca* 
p«l.    Walion.  Prolcg.  in  Polygl«    Morin,  Prid.  &  al. 

cially 
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cialty  at  Antioch  In  Syria,  that  they  became  abnoft  as 
confiderable  a  part  of  thofc  cities  as  they  were  at  Alexaa** 
dria.  Hence  that  nation  came  to  fpread  themfelves  over 
'  Syria  and  LeiTer  Afia,  whilft  Judaea,  grew  thinner  of  in- 
habitants, till  it  was  again  recovered  by  Ptolemy ;  after 
which  they  came  ft  ill  over  to  him  from  the  provinces  o£ 
Antiochus,  and  increafed  the  number  of  thofe  whom  he 
found  in  Babylon;  from  all  whom  he  received  fuch  con- 
Gderable  fervices,  that  lie  fpared  no  favours  ftor  en- 
couragement to  bind  them  to  his  intereft, 

Yr.  of  Fl.  Soon  after  the  recovery  of  Judaea  by  Ptolemy  Soter^ 
*oi6-    .  died  Simon  the  Jewifli  high-prieft,  in  the  ninth  year  of 

Ante  Chr,  ]^jg  pontificate  ".  He  had  fucceeded  his  father  OniaSj  and 
*^^*        had  been  fo  eminent  for  his  fanftity  and  integrity,  whicb 

Simon  the     ^^onc  in  all  hi«  a£lions,  that  he  was  furnamed  the  Jixft.; 

high-prieft    He  was  the  firft  pontiff  of  that  name,  and  the  excellent 

^i*  charafter  which  the  author  of  Ecclefiafticus  gives  of  him  % 

{hews  how  highly  he  defcrvcd  the  fumame  which  his 
nation  had  bellowed.  But  he  was  no  lefs  remarkable  for 
his  other  virtues,  as  a  Jewifli  prince  and  governor  \  wit- 
nefs  his  repairing  and  fortifying  the  temple  and  the  city 
with  high  and  ftrong  walls,  his  famous  cittern  covered 
with  brafs.  which  he  caufed  to  be  made  in  Jerufalem,  as  a 
refervoir  tor  water,  of  fuch  capacious  circumference,  that 
the  author  above  quoted  compares  it  to  a  fea;  but  his 
moft  confiderable  work  was  the  fiiiifliing  the  canon  of 
the  Old  Teftament,  of  which  we  have  already  fpoken  (C). 

He 

«  Eufcb,  ChroiK  •  Ch.  1.  i,  &  fcq. 

(C)  It  has  been  already  ob-  lachi.  As  therefore  this  Si- 
ferved,  that  the  books  of  £zra,  mon  the  Juft  b  by  all  the  Jews 
Nehemiah,  and  of  the  Chro-  mentioned  as  the  laft  of  the 
nicies y  could  not  have  been  great  Amagogue,  and  was  a 
inferted  into  the  canon  by  thofe  man  of  fuch  eminent  piety 
two  writers;  firil,  becaufe'  and  learning,  it  is  not  unrea» 
there  are  in  them  feme  mar-  fonable  to  fuppofe,  that  he  put 
ginal  corre£lions,  which  muft  the  finilhing  uroke  to  the  fa- 
have  been  inferted  by  fome  of  cred  code,  either  by  inferting 
their  fuccellbrs;  and,  fecond*  the  books  above  mentioned, 
'  ly,  becauffe  fome  genealogies  or,  if  they  had  been  received 
are  carried  down  far  beyond .  before,  by  revifing  and  giving 
their  time,  fome  even  to  that  his  fan6ti6n  to  them, 
of  Alexander  the  Great.  From  this  pontificate  is  dated 

The  book  of  Efther  likewife  the  completing  of  the  facred 
feems  to  have  been  written  canon  of  the  Old  Tjftament, 
after  their  time,  and,  as  fome  which  was  thenceforward  re- 
think,' the  prophecies  of  Ma-  ceived  and  conveyeid  without 

revifal 
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He  Mt  a  fon,  named  Ofiias  5  but  he  being  then  an  in- 
fant, Eleazar,  Simon's  brother,  was  fubititutta  high- 
pfieft  in  his  ftead.  He  executed  this  office  fifteen  years, 
biit  with  this  difFerence,  that  whereas  all  the  high- 
priefts  before  had-fat  as  prefidents  of  the  fynagogue,  or 
pand  council  of  the  Jews,  Simon  was  fucceede4  in  his 
laft  dignity  by  one  Antigonus  of  Sochp,  a  pcrfon  of  great 
learning  and  piety  p.  This  man,  who  the  Jews  tell  us 
was  the  mailer  ot  Saddoc,  the  chief  of  the  Sadducean 
fcfJ,  taught,  that  our  ferving  God.  ought  to  be  free 
either  from  flavilh  fear  of  punifhment,  or  from  felfifh 
hope  of  reward;  and  be  wholly  difinterefted,  and  flow 
from  the  pure  love  and  fear  of  that  Supreme  Being.  Rife  efthi 
Hence  his  difciple  being  unable  to  relifh  fuch  a  fpiritual  Sadduaes. 
doftrine,  took  it  into  his  head  that  his  mailer  meant  no 
more  by  it,  than  that  there  were  neither  rewards  nor 
puniftiments,  nor  even  life  after  this ;  which  notion  be- 
came in  time  fo  general  among  the  richer  fort  of  Jews, 
that  they  monopolized  all  the  great  places  in  church  and 


ftate,  as  we  fhall  fee  in  due  time  (D). 


Ptolemyj 


P  Dc  hoc.  vid.  lib.  JucbaHn,  Shallhe!.  El.  Levita.  in  Cabba]a>  &  al. 


reyifal  or  correction.  From 
this  time  the  Jewifh  dodlors 
applied  themfelves  wholly  to 
Kudy,  explain,  and  comment 
upon  them  ;  and  their  expofi- 
tions  were  in  time  received 
with  as  much  fubmiflion,  as 
the  facred  books  themfelves. 

(P)  Antigonus  thus  became 
head  of  a  new  kind  of  fyna- 
gogue, which  continued -from 
this  time  to  that  of  Jehudah 
Hakkadolh,  the  compiler  of  the 
Mifhna,  as  the  old  one  had 
from  Ezra  to  Simon  the  Juft. 
The  difference  between  them 
was,  that  the  old  one  had  be- 
ftowed  their  time  and  labour 
^"^  colie<5ting,  reviling,  and 
completing  the  canon  of  the 
Old  Teftament;  the-  4a«rer 
Were  wholly  employed  in  ex- 
pounding and  commenting  up- 
°Q  it.  1  hefe,  therefore,  whom 
^he  authors  of  the  New  Tefta- 

VoL.  III. 


ment  call  by  different  names, 
fuch  as  do<ftors,  fcribes,  law- 
yers, rulers,  and  fuch-like,  af- 
fe6ted  to  call  themfelves  Tan- 
naim,  or  traditionalijis^  becaufe 
they  handed  down  their  ex|>o- 
iitions  and  dodrines  by  oral 
tradition  to  their  difciples ; 
and  their  authority  once  quot- 
ed in  any  of  their  fchools  upon 
any  point,  either  put  an  end 
to  the  controverfy,  or  the  re« 
cufant  was  looked  upon  as  an 
apoftate  from  his  mafter :  and 
as  all  other  difputes  in  political 
affairs  were  to  be  decided  by 
the  law  of  God,  of  which  thefe 
Tannaim  were  the  interpret- 
ers, fo  they  were^chofen  alfo 
to  alliil,  and  fome  of  the  moil: 
coniiderable  for  learning,  zeal, 
&c.  to  prefide  in  all  the  courts 
of  judicature,  from  the  fanhe- 
drim  or  great  council  of  the 
nation,  coniiiling  of  feventy- 
D  two 
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Ptolemy,  furnamed  PbiladelpiuS)  having  fucceeded  his 
father  in  Egypt,  the  Jews  found  in  him  as  great  a  protec- 
tor as  they  had  in  Ptolemy  Soter;  and  with  this  advan- 
tage, that  the  fon,  being  a  great  lover  of  learning,  and 
upon  the  point  of  rearing  his  noble  library  at  Alexandria^ 
ftrove  to  oblige  them  with  greater  favours  than  any  of  his 
predeceflbrs  had  granted,  in  order  to  obtain  from  them  a 
copy  of  the  facred  books,  to  be  tranflated  into  Greek,  and 
depofited  there  among  that  immenfe  number  of  volumes 
which  he  had  procured  from  all  parts  of  the  world.  This 
verfion  is  that  which  is  commonly  known  by  the  nanie  of 
Septuagint.  Ufher  places  the  making  of  it  in  the  feventh 
yearof  that  monarch's  reign.  Indeed,  when  we  confider 
how  much  this  performance  has  been  celebrated,  not  only 
by  the  moft  learned  Jewifli  writers,  but  alfo  by  the  ancient 
fathers,  as  well  as  many  celebrated  modems ;  now  much  it 
has  been  extolled,  as  a  work  manifeftly  condudied  by  a 
miraculous  Providence,  and  as  fuch  referred  to  and  quoted^, 
both  by  our  Saviour  and  his  apoilks,  and  by  all  the  pri- 
mitive writers  of  the  Chriftian  church,  it  will  perhaps  be 
expe£):ed  that  we  fhould  be  fomewhat  copious  upon  the 
fubje£l.  But  when  we  reflefi:  on  the  other  hand,  that  all 
thofe  extravagant  encomiafts  have  not  only  blindly  follow- 
ed their  romantic  leader,  but  have>  in  many  cafes,  em^ 
bellifhed  his  furprifing  account  of  this  tranfaftion  ;  that 
Arifteas,  th^  firft  broacher  of  this  hiftory,  has  only  covered 
himfelf  with  the  perfonage,  if  not  with  the  name  of  a 
heathen  writer,  and  an  officer  of  Ptolemy's  guards,  that 
he  might  be  the  more  liberal  of  his>  incenle  to  the  Jewifh 
nation  ;  that  he  is  guilty  of  feveral  flagrant  anachron- 
ifms,  and  of  a  manifeft  falfhood  at  the  very  threfhold 
of  his  account,  where  he  makes  Demetrius  Ptialereus  the 
fuppofed  promoter  of  this  great  work,  a  favourite  of 
the  king,  when  the  contrary  plainly  appears ;  when  we 
confider  that  Jofephus,  Ariftobulus,  a  Jewifti  peripatetic 
philofopher,  Philo,  the  Talmudifts,  and  other  rabbies,. 
either  only  copied,  or  in  fome  cafes  improved  upon  him  j 
and  laftly,  that  thofe  ancient  fathers,  Juftin  Martyr,  Ire- 
naeus,  Cyril,  Chryfoftom>  Auftin,  Epiphanius,  and  others^ 
have  too  greedily  fwallowed  up  the  Jewifh  account  of  this 
pretended  miraculous  verfion,  by  reafon  of  the  preference 
which  Chrift  and  his  apoftles  feem  to  have  given  it  either 
to  the  original,  or  to  the  other  verfions  then  extant  ^  we 

two,  down  to  the  more  inferior    city ;  and  upoii  this  account  they 
ones,  which  they  had  in  every    were  aUb  called  counfellors. 

hope^ 
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hope,  upon  all  thefe  confiderations,  our  readers  Ivill 
tafily  excufe  our  not  entering  into  fo  fpacious  a  field,  and 
be  content  with  the  fuccin£t  account  we  fliall  now  give 
,them  of  it  in  the  note  (E). 

All 
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(E)  The  account  we  have 
of  this  verfion,  out  of  the  book 
which  goes  uhder  the  name  of 
Arifteas,  and  out  of  thofc  other 
authors  who  have  followed  him, 
is  in  fubftance  as  follows  :  Pto- 
lemy Philadelphus,    a    great 
lover  of  learning,  was  enrich- 
ing the   noble  library  which 
had  been  begun  by  his  father, 
when    Demetrius     Phalereus, 
who  had  the  infpeflion  of  that 
Work,    acquainted   him,    that 
there  were  certain  books  held 
&cred  among  the  Jews,  which 
highly  deferved  a  place  in  his 
colle<mon,  if  they  could  by  any 
means  be  procured.    He  aa- 
vifed  him«  at  the  fame  time, 
of  a  method,  in  all  likelihood 
sthe  raoft  efifedlual,  to  prevail 
on  the  Jewifhfanhedrim  to  fend 
thofe  volumes,  together  with 
a  fufficient  number  of  learned 
men,  to  Alexandria,  to  tranf- 
late  them  into  Greek;  namely, 
by  a  general  redemption  of  all 
the  Jewiih   captives  that  had 
been  taken    during  the  late 
Wars. 

Upon  enquiry,  the  number 
of  them  was  found  to  amount 
to  about  a  hundred  thoufand ; 
at  which  Ptolemy  was  {o  far 
from  being  difcouraged,  that 
he  caufed  an  edi6t  to  be  iiTued 
.out  for  a  total  releafe,  and  the 
fum  of  twenty  drachms  per 
head  to  be  paid  for  thdr  re- 
demption out  of  his  own  trca- 
fury. 

After  this  fignal  favour  to 
the  Jewilh  nation,  the  king 
feat afplendid  embaily,  laden 


with  prefents,  to  Eleazar  the 
then  Jewilh  high-prieft ;  who, 
on  his  fide,  readily  complied 
with  the  king's  requef^,  and 
fent  him,  with  the  copy  of  the 
facred  books,  written  in  letters 
of  gold,  feventy*two  Jews^ 
well  ikilled  in  the  Hebrew  and 
Greek  tongues,  and  a  letter  of 
thanks  for  his  noble  prefents, 
in  which  he  congratulated  him 
on  his  glorious  undertaking, 
and  wished  him  good  fuccefs. 

Ptolemy  received  the  inter* 
preters  with  uncommon  re* 
fpedl,  and  paid  fuch  a  regard 
to  the  facred  volume,  that  he 
bowed  himfelf  feven  times 
down  to  the  ground  before  it ; 
after  which  he  entertained  his 
guefts  with  fuitable  magnifi- 
cence feven  days  fucceflively, 
alTuring  them,  that  he  ihould 
efleem  the  day  of  their  arri- 
val as  an  addition  to  the  glory 
of  his  reign.  They  were  con- 
ducted three  days  after  into 
the  illand  of  Pharos,  which 
flood  about  feven  furlongs 
from  Alexandria,  where  De- 
metrius placed  them  in  a 
fumptuous  edifice,  conveni- 
ently fituated  near  the  fhore, 
and  there  they  fet  immediately 
about  the  work* 

Their  method,  according  to 
Arifleas,  was  to  fit  at  it  from 
fix  in  the  morning  to  three  in 
the  afternoon ;  after  which 
they  returned  into  the  city, 
where  they  had  their  victuals, 
and  other  i^ecefTaries,  prepared 
for  them  at  the  king's  expence. 
Whenever  any  difficulty  was 
D  a  flatted, 


3<J 


The  Hijiory  of  the  Jewr^ 

All  that  we  (hall  add  here  will  be  two  or  three  remarlf 
concerning  this  work.    The  firfl  is,  that  there  was  near 

that 


fiartedy  they  debated  it  in  a 
full  alletnbly;  and  when  the 
point  was  fettled,  a  fair  tran- 
&ript  was  made,  and  fent  to  , 
Demetrius,  till  the  whole  ver- 
fion  was  finidied,  which  took 
up  only  feventy  or  feventy-two 
days. 

Phllo,  an  Alexandrian  Jew, 
who  was  fent  on  an  embafly  to 
Caius  Cael'a);,  foon  after  our 
Saviour's  death,  has  greatly 
improved  the  flory  of  Arifteas, 
and  fpeaks  of  this  verlion  as  al-' 
together  miraculous ;  for,  he 
adds,  that  upon  comparing  the 
feveral  interpretations  of  thofe 
feventy  men,  which,  accord- 
ing to  him,  bad  been  carried 
on  by  each  of  them  feparately, 
there  was  not  found  fo  much 
as  the  difference  of  a  word  be- 
tween them  all ,  but  that  they 
had  rendered  every  period, 
not  only  in  the  fame  fenfe,  but 
in  the  fame  phrafe,  word,  and 
order,  throughout  the  whole ; 
from  whence  he  infers,  that 
they  were  divinely  inQnred. 
He  mentions  nothing  either  of 
Arifleas  or  Demetrius  Phalere- 
ua,  probably  becaufe  he  would 
not  be  fufpeaed  of  having  co- 
pied and  enlarged  the  former. 

Juftin  Martyr,  who  has  a- 
dppted  this  extraordinary  addi- 
tion of  Philo,  tells  us,  that 
Ptolemy  had  caufed  the  inter- 
preters to  be  (hut  up,  each  in  a 
feparate  cell,  to  prevent  their 
communicating  their  thoughts 
to  one  another ;  that,  by  the 
conformity  of  their  feveral 
tranilations,  he  might  the 
more  eaiily  judge  of  the  faith- 
fulneb  of  the  w)xok  verfion. 


He  adds,  that  when  they  came 
to  be  compared  together,  there 
was  fuch  an  exa6t  conformity 
between  them  all,  that  the  king^ 
who  looked  upon  it  as  altoee*^ 
ther  miraculous,  fent  the  in* 
terpreters  home  laden  with  ho- 
nour, and  with  the  richefl  pre- 
fents ;  and  received  their  writ- 
ings with  that  veneration  whicli 
was  due  to  books  divinely  in*** 
fpiredr 

His  account  of  this  verfion 
is  fomewhat  different  in  an- 
other work  of  his,  where  he 
tells  us,  that  Ptolemy  fent  ta 
Herod,  king  of  the  Jews,  for 
thofe  facred  books  ;  and  that^ 
u|K>n  their  being  fent  in  their 
original  tongue  and  chara6):ery. 
which  were  unknown  in  Egypt,, 
he  had  been  forced  to  fend  tohimi 
for  fomc  interpreters  to  tranf- 
late  them  into  Greek  ;  which 
defire  being  likewife  complied 
with,  copies  of  that  rerfion 
were  ftill  every  where  to  be 
feen  in  the  hands  of  the  Hel- 
leniil  Jews  in  his  time. 

After  this,  ample  teilimony 
of  that  good  and  learned  martyr^ 
we  need  not  wonder  if  fo  many 
ancient  fathers  have  embraced 
the  ilory,  and  looked  upon  that 
verfion  as  divindy  infpired ; 
and  fome  of  them  have  given 
it  even  the  preference  to  the 
original,  in  thofe  places  where 
the  difference  between  them 
could  not  be  reconciled.  £-« 
piphanius,  who  lived  about 
the  middle  of  the  third  cen- 
tury, and  pretends  to  have 
preferved  the  letter  which  Pto- 
lemjr  wrote  to  the  Jews,  tp 
obtain  this  verfion  from  them, 

has 
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Aattimeavcrfion  made  of  the  facred  Hebrew  books  into 
Greek,  with  which  the  HcUcnift  Jews  were  fo  highly  de- 
lighted. 
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bas  given  us  a  copious  account 
of  it;  and  to  what  has  been 
faldby  Arifteas,  and  the  other 
authors  above  noentioned,  has 
added  fome  other  circumflances 
by  way  of  improvement ;  fuch 
as  that  there  were  but  thirty- 
fix  cells,  into  which  the  inter- 
preters were  jfhut  up  by  two 
in  each;  that  they  h^d  no 
windows,  but  received  their 
light  from  the  top  by  flcy- 
lights ;  that  each  couple  h«i 
a  book  giv^n  them  to  tranHate, 
ffhich,  when  finiihed,  was 
<onveyed  to  the  next  cell,  and 
{o^nto  the -third,  fourth,  &c 
and  thence  to  all  the  reil ;  by 
which  means  each  book  was 
tranflated  thirty-iix  times :  that 
they  were.,  confined  to  their 
«oik  from  morning  to  «ven- 
ifig ;  after  which  each  couple 
vas  conv^^ed  in  a  leparate 
boat  to  the  royal  palace,  where 
they  fup^d  with  the  king; 
after  which  they  were  (hut  up, 
each  in  their  feparate  chamber^ 
till  the  next  day,  when  they 
were  again  conveyed  to  their 
refpedtive  cells. 

When  the  whole  book  of  the 
OM  Teftament  had  gone  thro* 
the  thirty-fix  couples,  their 
▼crfions  were  read  before  the 
king,  by  thirty-fix  readers, 
while  a  rfiirty-feventh  held  the 
onginal  in  his  hand,  with 
which  they  were  compared; 
Afid  at  the  end  were  found  to 
agree  in  every  refpe6t,  both 
with  the  Hebrew,  and  with 
each  other,  to  fuch  a  degree  of 
txaftncfs,  that  Ptolemy  looked 
upon  thofe  interpreters  as  di- 
vinely   infpired^   and  caufed 


their  feveral  works  to  be  depo- 
fited  in  his  library  of  Bru- 
chium. 

The  Talmuds  of  Jeruialem 
and  Babylon  agree  in  mofl  of 
thefe  particulars  above  men- 
tioned ;  but  pretend  that  Pto- 
lemy fent  for  thofe  feventy-two 
Jewiih  elders,  without  ac- 
quainting them  what  work  ^e 
deiigned  to  fet  them  upon,  till 
they  were  arrived  at  Alexan- 
dria, when  he  caufed  them  to 
be  all  ihut  up,  each  in  a  fepa- 
rate  cell,  and  gave  them  the 
fac'ted  books  to  tranflate, 

Laflly,  and  to  name  no  more, 
St.  Clement  of  Alexandria, 
and  Eufebius,  quote  fome 
fragments  out  of  one  Ariiiobu« 
lus,  a  peripatetic  Jew  of  A- 
lexandria*,  who  ia  faid  to  have 
writtea  a  comment  on  the  Pen- 
tateuch, and  to  have  dedicated 
it  to  Ptolemy  Philometor,  to 
whom  he  had  been  tutor.  In 
which  dedication  he  mentions 
this  Greek  verfion,  which  had 
been  made  by  Ptolemy's  com- 
mand, and  under  the  direction 
of  Demetrius  Phalereus* 

The  two  fathers  above  men- 
tioned quote  this  comment  to 
prove  the  poifibility  of  Pytha- 
goras, Plato,'  and  other  Greek 
philofophers,  having  taken 
moft  of  their  philofophy  out 
of  the  facred  volumes,  fince 
they  had  been  tranflated  fo  long 
before  in  that  known  language. 

The  reader  may  fee,  by  what 
has  been  extracted  out  of  all 
thofe  authors,  both  Jewi(h  and 
Chriflian,  that  the  ftory  of  this 
verfion  has  gained  confiderably 
by  every  hand  it  has  gone 
D  3  through; 
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Afeafl  and 
faft  ktpt  in 
memofy  of 
that  <v<r- 


tans  hy  ^ 
claim  to  it* 
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lighted,  that,  Fhilo  tells  us  %  they  inftituted  an  atlnuat 
feaft  in  memory  of  it,  and  made  a  yearly  vi(it,  in  folemn 
procei&ony  to  the  ifle  of  Pharos,  where  it  had  been  made 
by  the  feventy-two  Ifraelitifli  elders:  whereas,  the  more 
zealous  Hebraizing  Jews,  who  looked  upon  it  as  a  vile 
prophanation  of  their  holy  religion,  conceived  fuch  a  hor- 
ror againft  it,  that  they  inftituted  a  faft  in  memory  of  it. 
Thefe  even  add,  that  the  day  on  which  it  was  began, 
proved  as  fatal  to  the  Ifraelites,  as  that  on  which  Jero- 
boam fet  up  the  golden  calves  at  Dan  and  Beth-el,  and 
that  the  iky  was  covered  with  thick  daiknefs  three  days 
fucceffively  ^.     The  Samaritans  have  likewife  laid  claim 

qln  vit.  Mofi^.  r  In  lib.  Sopherim*  Vid.  Scaligcr*  Not.  in 

Chron.  Eafeb.  fub  anxi.'ii34. 


through;  and  this  improve- 
menty  as  well  as  fome  other 
Tariations  which  are  found  a- 
xnong  thofe  writers,  is  one 
main  argument  why  the    far 


af,  to  get  thisverfion  perfe^* 
edy  and  which,  put  togetherj^ 
and  computed  at  the  moft  mo« 
derate  rate,  muft  have  amount- 
ed to  near  two  millions  iler- 


greater  part  of  our  modern  cri-    ling;  the  fending  fopfeventy- 
tics  rejca  itasa  Jewilh  device,    two  elders,  that  is,  fix  .out  of 


calculated  to  advance  the  glory 
of  that  nation. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  plau- 
iible  argument  againft  it.    We 
have    obferved,    in  the  text 
above,    fome   material  objec- 
tions that  are  juftly  urged  a- 
gainft  the  pretended  Arifteas, 
who  is  the  firft  writer  of  this 
ftory;    particularly,    that    he 
was  a  Jew  in  difguife,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  pretending  to  be 
a  heathen,  and  one  of  Ptole- 
my's euards :  and  this  appears 
firft. rrom   his  ftyle,  which  is 
fraught  both  with  Hebraifms, 
and  with    panegyrics  on    the 
Jewi(h  nation.    2.  The  praifes 
Jie  gives  the  Egyptian    king 
and  court  are  moftly  falfe,  and 
all  of  them  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  credit  of  the  Jews. 

The  vaft  expence  which  he 


each  of  the  twelve  tribes,  at  a 
time  when  the  names  and  tribes 
of  Ifrael  w^ere  abforbed  into 
that  of  Jews;  the  extraord2<^ 
nary  anfwers  which  thofe  in- 
terpreters are  faid  to  have 
given  extempore  to  the  king's 
queftions ;  and  laftly,  'the  ftory 
of  Demetrius  Phalereus  being 
fucH  a  great  favourite  with  that 
monarch;  and  the  vi6tory 
which  the  latter  is  there  affirm- 
ed to  have  gained  at  fea  over 
Antigonus,  and  which  is  men- 
tioned by  no  other  writer ;  all 
thefe,  put  together,  render 
the  whole  account  very  incre- 
dible. But  our  deRgn  is  not 
here  to  confute  it,  but  to  di- 
rect our  feaders  to  thofe  au- 
thors who  have  written  more 
copioufty  on  that  fubjedt,  and 
which  he  will  find  below  (  x ) . 


makes  Ptolemy  to  have  been 

(t)  Du  Pin.  Script.  Ecclefiaft.  part  i.  chap.  vi.  CtQ:,  3.  Simon. 
Hift,  Crit.  V.  T.  lib.  ii.  cap.*.  Uflcr.  Hoddy,  Prid.  Connect,  fub 
^.  C*  »77*    Calmet  fub  voce  Septante^  ^  aU 
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to  the  glory  of  this  vcrfion,  and  pretend  that  their  high- 
prieft,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Jews,  having  been  invited 
by  Ptolemy  to  come  at  the  head  of  a  number  of  learned 
men  to  carry  oh  the  work,  upon  a  review  of  both  tranfla- 
lions,  that  of  the  Samaritans  had  been  preferred  to  the 
Jewilh  verfion,  and  placed  in  the  library  of  the  Egyptian 
monarch  •• 

But  whether  all  the  books  of  the  Old  Teftament  were 
tranilated  at  once,  and  by  the  fame  fet  of  men,  or,  as  fomc 
affirm,  only  the  five  books  of  Mofes,  we  have  no  fufficient, 
ground  to  affirm :  the  latter  fuppoCtion  doth,  however, 
appear  the  more  probable  of  the  two,  from  the  difference 
offtyle  and  exadnefs,  which  manifeftly  appears  in  them; 
for  that  of  the  Pentateuch  is  fiot  only  more  faithful  and 
agreeable  to  the  original,  but  feems  fomewhat  more  ancient, 
and  in  the  Alexandrian  diale£t ;  whereas  that  of  the  other 
books  is  more  loofe  and  incorred,  and  fometimes  renders 
the  fame  Hebrew  word  differently  from  that  of  the  Mofaic 
booksj  n^hich  feems  to  intimate  that  they  had  been  done 
by  diflTerent  hands,  and  at  fome  diftance  of  time.  Upon 
the  whole,  it  is  probable,  that  if  the  firft  verfion  went  no 
farther  than  the  Pentateuch,  the  Hellenift  Jews,  who 
found  to  great  a  benefit  from  it,  did  not  go  long  without 
having  all  the  reft  of  the  facred  volume  tranflated  into  the 
fame  tongue. 

Our  next  iremark  is,  that  the  learned  U(her  has  fixed 
the  time  of  this  verfion  to  this  year,  as  he  believed  the 
main  part  of  the  hiftory,  which  we  have  under  the  name 
of  Aiiileas,  to  be  true  and  genuine ;  for,  had  he  placed  it 
later,  it  could  not  have  coincided  widi  the  time  of  Elea- 
zar,  who  is  there  mentioned  as  the  Jewifh  high-prieft, 
who  feat  the  feventy-two  tranflators  into  Egypt,  and  who 
died  ab^ut  the  beginning  of  the  following  year  i  and,  had 
he  placed  it  earlier,  it  would  have  been  before  Ptolemy 
had  married  his  fifter  Arfinoe ;  whereas  the  Jewifh  pontin 
18  there  introduced  as  complimenting  that  piincefs,  in  his 
letter  to  the  king«  as  his  fifter  and  queen. 

We  return  now  to  the  reign  of  Ptolemy,  under  whofe  Jews 
benign  influence  the  Jews,  enjoying  all  the  tranquillity  %^/>k/«- 
they  could  wifli,  made  ufe  of  that  interval  to  ftudy  and  pj*'*'^  ^ 
explain  the  facred  books.    They  kept  open  fchools,  and      *  ^*'-^  ' 
Antigonus  Sochxus  was  at  the  head  of  them  :  he  died  in 
great  efteem  of  his  nation,  though  Sadoc,  and  another 
difciple,  named  Baithus,  forfook  him  and  his  doctrine, 

*  Lib*  Jofue  fub  citat. 

D  4  to 
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to  fprcad  Acir  own  new-fangled  Epicurifm.  He  had  tw«r 

fucceflbrs,  nameiy,  Jol'cph  the  fon  of  Joazcr,  who  took  the 

title  of  naffi,  ox  prince y  and  Jofeph,  the  fon  of  John,  who 

aflumed  thatof  ab-beth-din,  ovfatiur  oxpn/ident  cftbefimbe'- 

drim  \  and  thefe  jointly  read  their  public  lectures  at  Jeni- 

falem '.     The  Jewifli  chronologers  laft  quoted,  place  An-- 

tigonus's  death  about  the  end  of  the  twentieth  year  of 

Ptolemy's  reign. 

hy  Antio-         On  the  other  hand,  fome  other  contending  monarchy 

ckus  Theos.  fl^ewed  no  lefs  a  defire  to  ingratiate  themfelves  with  the 

Jews^    particularly  Antiochus,  furnamed   Thcos,  or  the 

Godj  and  grandfon  of  Seleucus,  granted  to  thofe  of  Ionia 

the  fame  privileges  and  franchifes  with  the  Greeks.    This 

prince  maintained  a  long  and  bloody  war  againft  Ptolemy 

Philadelphus,   which   was,    at  length,  terminated  by  a 

treaty  of  marriage,  wherein  the  former  was  to  marry  Be«» 

renice   the  daughter  of  the  latter,  and  to  repudiate  his 

fii4l  wife  Laodicea ;  but  he  having  broken  his  contraft  by 

a  feries  of  enormous  murders,  was  become  fo  odious  to 

all  his  fubjeds  every  where,  that  Ptolemy  Euergetes,  who 

had  fucceeded  his  father  in  Egypt,  eafily  difpoffeffed  him 

of  the  provinces  of  Syria  and  Cilicia,  befides  feveral  other 

cities  of  Afia.    Euergetes,  in   his  return  from  all  thefe 

conquefts,  paft  through  Judaea  in  his  way  to  Egypt,  and, 

vifiting  Jerufalem,  offered  a  great  number  of  facrifices  at 

the  temple,  as  an  acknowlegement  of  his  late  fucceffes  "  (F). 

Soon  after  this  period  Eleazar  died,  and  Onias,  though 

above  thirty  years  of  age,  was,  for  what  reafon  does  not  ap- 

^^J^/f^      pear,  fet  afide  from  the  high-priefthood  to  make  way  for  his 

7ru}  F^^^*  ^^^^^  Manaffes,  the  fon  of  Jaddua,  the  uncle  of  Si- 

Yr!  of  Fl.  -nion  the  Juft.     Manaffes  being  then  very  old,  enjoyed  k 

aois*       but  a  little  while  ;  and  left  it  to  Onias,  who  afcended  the 

Ante  Chr.  pontifical  chair  in  the  thirty-fecond  year  of  his  age,  and  in 

^^3>       the  thirty-fixth  of  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  but  in  an  unlucky 

On^as  hour  for  the  Jews.     Onias,  being  of  a  bafe  fordid  fpirit, 

iiig/i  priefi.  negle<Sed  every  thing  but  hoarding  up  of  treafure,  and 

was  like  to  have  ruined  the  Jewifli   ftate  by  his  avarice, 

bad  not  a  near  relation  of  his  found  out  a  notable  expe-r 

dient  to  fave  it  v. 

t  Pirke,  Abbotb.  Juchaiin,  &  a1.  fup.  citat.  v  Jofeph.  cont. 

Apion.  lib.  i).  ^  Jd.  Antiq.  lib.  xii.  cap.  3* 

(F)  And  yet  he  lived  and  have  been  an  impious  pollu- 
died  a  heathen ;  therefore  his  tion  according  to  the  religion 
facrificing  in  the  temple  muft    of  the  Hebrews. 

Jud«a 
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Judsaliad  till  then  been  taxed  at  the  yearly  tribute  of 
twenty  talents  of  filver,  which  fum  his  predeceffors  had 
conftantly  paid  to  the  kings  of  Egypt ;  but  Onias  growing 
more  covetous,  as  he  grew  older,  had  funk  that  money  HisfonHi' 
into  his'  own  coffers,  inftead  of  fending  it  to  the  king's  mifs  like  i§ 
treafury.     How  long  he  had  gone  on  in  arrears,  our  au-  have  been 
thor  doA  not  tell  us ;  but  they  were  grown  to  fuch   a  ^'^'«  ^^ 
height,  that  Ptolemy  Euergctes  thought  fit  to  fend  Athe-  3^''**"* 
nion,  one  of  the  officers  of  his  court,  to  demand  them  of 
that  pontiff*,  threatening  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  if 
they  were  not  immediately  paid,  he  would  drive   all  the 
Jews  out  of  their  country,    and  re-pepple  it  with  new 
colonies  of  his  own.     This  unexpefted  demand  put  the 
whole  city  into  the  utmbft  confternation ;    and  Qnias^ 
who  valued  neither  his  dignity  nor  nation,  in  comparifon 
of  his  money,  was  the  only  perfon  who  remained  infen- 
fible  of  the  danger  \  refolved  to  facrifice  both  to  the  re- 
fentment  of  that  prince,  rather  than  refund  any  part  of  his 
ftden  pelf.     His  fifter  had  then  a  fon  by  her  hufband  To- 
bias, who,  though  young,  was  highly  efteemed  for  his  pi- 
ety, juflice,  and  prudence :  he  was  then  at  his  coimtry- 
feat,  whither  his  mother  fent  him  word  of  the  peril  in 
which  her  brother's  fordid  difpofition  was  like  to  involve 
the  whole  nation.     Jofeph  (that  was  the  noble  youth's  Jofeph's 
name)  loft  no  time  to  come  and  expoftulate  with  his  uncle.  P°^^^y  {^ 
He  upbraided  him  in  the  Itroneeft  terms  for  bafelv  prefer^  j^'^^"" 
ing  bis  lU-gotten  nches  to  the  facred  nature  of  his  func^ 
tion,  the  fafety  of  his  country,  and  efpecially  his  friends 
and  relations ;  and  finding  him  deaf  to  all  he  urged,  ad- 
vifed  at  him  at  leaft  to  take  a  journey  into  Egypt,  and 
endeavour  to  obtain  a  remiffion,  either  of  the  whole,  or 
part  of  the  debt.     All  the  anfwer  he  could  obtain  from 
the  refty  old  pontiff  was,  that  he  never  coveted  either  his  * 
dignity  or  government ;  and  tl^at  he  was  refolved  to  fore- 
go them  both,  rather  than  take  fuch  a  long  journey.  There  ^ 
being  no  remedy  left,  Jofeph  offered  to  go  and  deprecate  £gypt, 
the  wrath  of  the  Egyptian  monarch.     His  uncle  reliihing  Hts/uccefi 
the  propofal,  he  convened  the  people,  and  communicated  there» 
his  deiign,  which  was  univerfally  applauded.     Then  he 
invited  Athenion  to  his  houfe,  where  he  entertained  him 
fmnptuoufly,  and  by  dint  of  fome  valuable  prefents  fe- 
cured  his  good  offices  with  the  king  his  mafter.     Accord- 
ingly that  minifter,  on  his  return  to  court,  prepofTcfled 
Ptolemy  very  much  in  favour  of  Jofeph.     This  young 
Jew,  in  a  little  time,  fet  out  for  Alexandria,  where  he 
not  only  prevailed  upon  the  king  to  mitigate  his  demand 

of 
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of  the  arrears  of  the  tribute  ;  but  alfo  by  his  addrefs  ob-> 
tained  the  farm  of  the  revenues  of  Coelefyria^  Phoenicia,' 
and  Judaea.  Having  procured  this  profitable  contraft^  and 
borrowed  a  confiderable  fum  of  his  Egyptian  friends,  he 
returned  to  Jerufalem,  attended  with  an  efcort  of  two 
thoufand  men,  to  ai&ft  him  in  colle£ting  the  royal  tri- 
bute, and  to  punifh  thofe  who  ihould  refufe  to  pay  it : 
the  fuccefs  of  his  commii&on  the  reader  may  fee  in  the 
note  (G). 

In  the  interim,  Ptolemy^  furnamed  Philopator,   fuc- 


Fhil§fat9r»  ceeded  his  father  Euergetes  in  Egypt,  not  without  ftrong 


(G)  The  Afcalonites  were 
the  finl  who  felt  the  fevere  ef- 
fects of  his  authority.     They 
had  not  only  difobeyed  his  com- 
mands,  but  had  even  loaded 
him  with  bitter  iuTedHves,  fo 
that,  to  prevent  the  infedion 
fpreading  farther,  he  was  forced 
to  make  a  fevere  example  of 
them  to  the  red.    He  caufed 
twenty  of  the  ringleaders  to  be 
hanged,  and  confifcatsd  their 
eftates,  out  of  which  he  fcnt  a 
thoufand  talents  to  the  king, 
with  an  account  of  what  he  had 
done.    He  treated  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Scythopolis  after  the 
fame  manner :  the  refl  being 
all  over-awed,    did    willingly 
open  their  gates,  and  pay  their 
taxes ;  and  Jofeph,  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  remitted  them  in- 
to Eg)'pt,    did  from  time  to 
time  fend  fome  prefents  to  his 
friends  there,  to  keep  up  his  in- 
tereft  at  court ,  As  for  the  king, 
he  was  fo  pleafed  with  fuch  a 
confiderable    augmentation  of 
his  revenue,  that  he  continued 
him  in  his  office  two-and-twen- 
ty  years,  during  which  time  he 
gained  an  immenfe   treafure, 
under  the  reigns  of  three  Pto- 
lemies,    namely,     Euergetes, 
Philopator,  and  Epiphanes,  the 
fon  01  Philometor,  which  laft 


was  difpofled  of  thofe  provinces 
by  Antiochus  the  Great,    as 
will  appear  in  its  proper  place* 
Epiphanes     having     recover- 
ed them    in   the    fequel,    bv 
a  marriage  with  Antiochus's 
daughter,  Jofeph  was  alfo  re- 
itored  to  his  farms,  and  enjoy- 
ed them    many    years   after, 
even,  as  our  Jewifh  htftorian 
telfs  us,  to  the  day  of  his  death. 
Jofeph  by  this  time  had  feven 
fons  by  one  of  his  wives,  and 
an  eighth  named  Hyrcan,  by  the 
daughter  of  his  brother  Selmus, 
who  artfully  fubfUtuted  her  in 
the  room  of  a  beautiful  Egyp- 
tian dancer,  whom  he  had  pro- 
mifed  to  procure  for  Jofeph 's 
pleafure.      When    the    cheat 
was  difcovered,  Selinus  fo  well 
expoilulated  the  matter  with 
him,  that  he  eafily  convinced 
him,  he  had  a6tea  a  friendly 
part  in  preventing  his  expoflng 
nimfelf  to  the  contempt  of  the 
Egyptians,  by  cohabiting  with 
fuch  a  public  adh-efs.    Jofeph, 
fatisiied  with  his  reafons,  took 
his  new  wife  home,  and  had  this 
Hyrcan  by  her,    who  proved 
fuch  a  promifing  youth,  that  he 
foon  ingroiied  hisaf&£tion  from 
all  his  other  brethren ;  and  the 
fequel  will  fhew,  that  he  really 
deiervedit  (i). 


(i)  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  xiii  cap*  4. 
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lafpicion  of  his  having  difpatched  him  by  poifon,  as  he  Yr.  of  FI. 
was  indeed  profligate  enough  for  fuch  a  deed ;  and  Simon    .  *"pV 
n.  had  fucceeded  his  father  Onias  foon  after  in  the  prieft-      ^^^^ 
hood  at  Jerufalem.    This  pontiflF  was  of  a  quite  different  * 

ipirit  from  his  father ;  he  was  a  man  of  great  piety  and  simon  JL 
zeal,  of  lingular  condu£l  and  courage ;  all  which  were  high-priefi*^ 
put  to  a  fevere  proof,  before  he  had  paffed  the  firft  year 
of  his  pontificate.     He  was  moreover  free  from  that  for-  His  cha^  ' 
did  avarice  which  had  proved  fo  detrimental  to  the  Jew-    raSer. 
ifli  ftate  during  his  father's  office ;  for,  befides  thofe  dan- 
gers which  his  wife  nephew  had  the  addrefs  to  avoid,  they 
fufiered  a  conftant  feries  of  evils  from  the  Samaritans, 
ever  fince  thefe  laft  csime  to  be  aware  bi  the  bafenefs  of 
the  Jewifli  pontiff.     Nothing  lefs  indeed  could  be  expect- 
ed from  that  exafperated  nation,  who  watched  all  oppor-  yg0u,shA* 
tunities  to  vent  their  malice,  than  that  they  (hould  take  rafftd  ly 
the  advantage  of  their  weak  government  to  enfnare  and  tht  Sama^ 
opprefs  them.    Accordingly  Jofephus  tells  us,  there  was  ^^^^** 
fcarce  a  year  in  which  they  did  not  make  fome  incurfion, 
ravage  the  country,  and  carry  away  captives,  during  the 
whole  time  of  that  cowardly  prieft  \    But»  to  return  to  JuiUa 
Philopator:    he  had  like  to  have  loft  Paleftine  by  the  A^^^ 
treachery  of  Theodore,  governor  of  Phoenicia,  who  had  p^j^^f, 
rebelled  againft  him,  and  engaged  to  put  that  province, 
together  with  thofe  of  Judsea  and  Coelefyria,  into  Antio- 
chus's  hands,  who  had  always  looked  upon  them  as  dif- 
jnembered  from  his  own  kingdom.    The  plot  having  been  . 

timely   difcovered,    Antiochus  openly  invaded   Galilee,  ^^^fj^* 
took  a  great  many  cities  on  both  fides  Jordan,  particularly  'Antiochis. 
Philoteria,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  fea  of  Tiberias,  Beth- 
flian,  or  Scythopolis,  on  the  fouth,  and ittabyrium,  ftrongly 
fitu^ted  on  Mount  Tabor.    From  thence  he  fubdued  all 
the  land  that  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  two  tribes  and 
half,  on  the  other  fide  Jordan  \  but  winter  drawing  near, 
he  left  five  thoufand  men  there  under  the  command  of 
Hippolochus  and  Keraeas,  two  other  revolters  from  Pto- 
lemy, to  keep  the  country  in  awe  till  next  fpring.     By  Anthchut 
that  time  Ptolemy  came  with  fuch  a  powerful  army  againft  dufeattd  trp 
him,  that  he  defeated  him  in  a  fet  battle,  and  forced  him  ^^^^op^^or. 
out  of  thofe  provinces ;  after  which  all  the  cities  readily 
opened  their  gates,  and  fent  their  ambaffadors  to  make 
tneir  fubmiffion  and  prefents  to  the  conqueror  3^. 

The  Jews,  always  attached  to  the  Egyptians,  were  fome 
t^f  the  forwardeft  to  come  and  congratulate  him  upon  his 

f  Aiitiqt  lib.  xiii  cap.  #•       y  |d.  ibid.  cap.  4.  3  Mace.  i.  f ,  icfe 

late 
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late  fuccefs*    Hiey  were  kindly  received  by  him,    and^ 
among  other  marks  of  his  favour^  he  told  them,  that  he 
^    defigned  to  go  to  Jerufalem,  and  offer  facrifices  to  their 
God.    He  went  thither  accordingly  ;  and,  befides  a  great 
number  of  victims  which  he  there  offered,  he  made  fome 
confiderable  prefents  to  the  temple;   this  munificence, 
however,  afforded  them  but  a  ihort-lived  joy,  which  was 
The  timpU  foon  after  turned  into  the  deepeil:  mourning.    The  beauty 
prpfantd     of  the  temple,  and  the  fplcndid  order  and  decency  of  its- 
by  him.        worfliip,  unhappily  ralfed  in  the  king  a  curiofity  of  feeing 
the  iniide.    Simon  II.  who  then  officiated  aa  high-prieft, 
failed  not  to  reprefent  to  him  the  facred  nature  of  the 
place ;  the  entrance  of  which  was  by  their  law  forbid  not 
only  to  flrangcrs,  but  even  to  the  Jews  themfelves,  who 
were  not  of  thje  facerdotal  order :  he  even  ventured  to  de- 
nounce fome  heavy  punifhment  from  God,  in  cafe  he 
prefumed  to  profane  the  temple ;  whilfl  the  priefls  wc^re 
humbly  furrounding  him  to  obflrud:  his  paffage,  and  the 
people,  in  the  utmoft  confternation,  fending  up  their  cries 
to  heaven  to  avert  his  defign.     All  thi^  ^ppofition  ferved 
only  to  inflame  his  curiofity.     He  forced  his  way  through 
Hamra-    the  outward  courts,  and  was  going  on  to  enter  into  the 
oilws  pU'    holy  place  itfelf,  when  God  foiote  him  with  fuch  a  dread 
9^bmiMt,     j^jjj  terror  of  mind,  as  put  a  full  flop  to  his  farther  pro- 
grefs.     He  was  carried  out  half  dead  by  his  attendants. 
and  refenu  But  as  foon  as  he  retrieved  the  ufe  of  his  fenfes,  inftead  of 
^^'/"i      adoring  the  powerful  hand  that   had  fmitten   him,  he 
W^fl       breathed  out  the  moft  dreadful  threats,  not  only  againfl 
thofe  who  had  dared  to  oppofe  bis  willj^  but  againft  the 
whole  nation.     He  foon  after  departed  from  Jerufalem, 
full  of  the  deepeft  refentment,  the  fad  efiefts  of  which 
he  was  not  long  before  he  made  them  feel,  by  one  of  the 
moft  dreadful  perfecutions  that  unhappy  nation  had  ever 
Theperfi'    fuffered.     But  it  was  happily  flopped  by  the  Angular  in^ 
attmflop'  terpofition  of  Providence.  We  fhall  give  an  account  of  this 
fed*  wonderful  change  in  the  hiflory  of  Ptolemy ;  arid  all  that 

we  fhall  obferve  here  is,  that  as  their  conftancy  to  their 
religion  had  obtained  this  miraculous  deliverance,  it  drew 
as  heavy  a  punifhment  on  thofe  who  through  fear  had 
apoflatized  from  it.  Ptolemy,  now  more  than  ever  con* 
vinced,  that  the  Jews  were  proteded  by  a  divine  power ; 
and  that  men,  who  could  be  thus  faithful  to  their  God, 
could  never  turn  rebels  to  their  prince  ^  among  other  marks 
of  his  favour  and  high  efleem,  did,  at  their  eamefl  requefl, 
grant  them  full  power  to  infli£l  what  punifhment  they 
«  thought  fit  on  thpfe  few  apoflates,  who  we/e  foon  after 

put 
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put  to  death)  to  the  number  of  three  hundred,  as  a  warn-* 
ingto  future  ages  (H). 

Ptolemy  Philopator  died  fomc  time  after,  and  left  the  Yr.  of  FI, 
kingdom  to  his  fon,   furnamed  Epiphanes ;  who,  being   A^5*rhr 
then  but  between  four  and  fiv^  years  old,  gave  a  handle  to       ^^. 
his  two  competitors,  Antiochus  the  Great,  and  Philip  of  m 

Macedon,  to  join  their  forces  to  diveft  the  young  monarch  Puiemy 
of  his  whole  kingdom  :  the  former  was  to  invade  the  pro*  Bpiphaui$% 
vinces  of  Paleftine  and  Phoenicia,  and  the  latter  attack 
Egypt ;  and  each  was  to  keep  all  he  conquered.     On  this 
occafion  the  wonted  loyalty  of  the  Jews  failed  them,  fo 
that  they  took  part  with  Antiochus,  who  made  a  quick 
progrefs  in  that  province ;  but  was  again  as  quickly  de- 
prived of  it  by  ScQphas  the  Egyptian  general,   who  re*- 
duced  the  Jews  to  their  former  obedience.     This  advan- 
tage,   however,   proved  but  (hort-Uved,  and  the  Syrian  ^nVtochus'^i 
king  foon  recovered  it  all  from  him  \  and   in  this  fecond  ggnerofitj 
expedition  the  Jews  6\d  him  fuch  iignal  fervices,  that  he  to  the 
refolved  to  fpare  no  favour  to  fix  them  to  his  intereft  j  7^wj. 
for  when  Scophas  had  only  the  citadel  of  Jerufalem  left, 
into  which  he  had  thrown  a  ftrong  garrifon,  they  received 
the  Syrian  troops  and  elephants  into  that  city,  and  affifted 
them  with  all  their  power  to  drive  the  Egyptians  out  of 
it ;  a  tafk  which  was  foon  accompliihed  by  their  united 
ftrength. 

Antiochus,  therefore,  willing  to  gratify  the  Jewifti  na- 
tion for  their  fo  freely  engaging  in  his  intereft  againft  the 
Egyptians,  fent  a  letter  to  Ptolemy,  his  then  general,  which 
has  been  preferved  at  large  by  Jofcphus*.     In  this,  hav- 
ing related  the  great  fervices  which  that  people  had  done  Grani$  to 
him,  he  acquaints  Ptolemy,  that  he  defigned  to  reftore  their  thi  city 
metropolis  to  its  ancient  fplendor,  liberty,  and  privileges,  ^ndtrnfU* 
and  to  recall  all  thofe  Jews  who  had  been  driven  out  of  it : 

2  Antiq.  lib.  xii.  cap.  3. 

(H)  The  account  of   this  thcrs  as  canonical,  though  dif- 

perfecution     and   deliverance,  puted  by  others.    There  is  al- 

which  are  not  mentioned  by  fo  a  fourth  book  of  the  Macca- 

Jofephus,  IS  taken  from  a  per-  bees,  which  we  have  fometimes 

tormance  of  doubtful  credit,  quoted,    though  it  in  feveral 

called  **  the  third  Book  of  the  places  contradi6ts  Jofephus  and 

Maccabees."    The  author  is  other  hiftorians.     The  author 

fuppofed  to  have  been  an  Alex-  is  not  certainly  known ;    for 

andrian  Jew,  who  jftudied  em-  farther  particulars  the  reader 

^IHfhment  more  than  truth,  may  confult  Calmct's  Preface 


h  was  written  in  Greek,  and     to  it. 
^  quoted  by  fome  ancient  fa- 


that. 
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that,  out  of  his  fingular  refpc£l  to  the  temple  of  their 
God,  he  granted  unto  them  twenty  thoufand  pieces  o£ 
(ilirer,  towards  the  charges  of  vi£tims,  frankincenfe,  wine* 
and  oil;  one  thoufand  four  hundred  meafures  of  fine 
wheat,  and  three  hundred  feventy-five  meafures  of  falt^ 
towards  their  ufual  oblations.  He  declared  that  the  temple 
ihould  be  thoroughly  repaired  at  his  own  coft  ;  that, they 
Ihould  enjoy  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  ;  that  he 
would  reftore  the  public  fervice  of  the  temple,  and  the 
priefts,  Levitesy  fingers,  &c.  to  their  ufual  fun£lions; 
that  no  ftranger,  or  Jew,  that  was  unpurified^  fhould  en** 
ter  within  the  fept  (I)  of  that  facred  place :  and  that  no 
fiefh  of  unclean  beafts  fhould  be  brought  into  Jerufalem^ 
mnd other  not  even  their  (kins;  under  the  penalty  of  paying  three 
friviUgis.  thoufand  pieces  of  filver  into  the  treafury  of  the  temple* 
He  farther  granted  an  exemption  from  all  taxes  for  three 

Jears  to  all  the  difperfed  Jews  that  fliould  come  within  a 
imited  time  to  re-people  that  metropolis:  and  decreed 
that  all  who  had  been  fold  for  ilaves,  within  his  dominion^ 
(hould  be  immediately  fet  free.    By  all  thefe  extraordi« 
nary  favours,  Antiochus  io  attached  the  Jews  to  his  in* 
tereft,  that  not  only  Judxa,  but  all  the  other  neighbour- 
ing provinces,  readily  fubmitted  to  him  \  and  that  mo- 
narch, having  in  the  fpace  of  one  campaign  fubdued  and 
quieted  them,  returned  to  his  capital,  whece  he  pafied  the 
winter. 
Yr.  of  FI.       About  three  years  after  this  event  died  the  high-prieft 
A  *'*rh     S'"™^"  I^*  ^^^  '^^8  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Onias  III.  a  per- 
208^  ^'  ^^^  °^  S*"^*^  piety,  clemency  •,  and  worthy  to  have  lived 
'       in  better  times  than  thofe  of  his  pontificate  proved,  and  de- 
Ottias  III.    ferving  of  a  better  end  than  he  met  with,  as  the  fequd  will 
0iew.    In  the  eighth  year  of  Onias  III.  the  Jews  loft  their 
great  friend  and  prote£):or  Antiochus,  who  was  murder- 
ed by  the  people  of  Elymais,  but  found  as  kind  a  patron 
SfUucus       in  his  fon  Selcucus  for  fome  time.    The  Jews  were  then 
jueceeds       ji,  fuch  high  efteem,  that  fovereign  princes  courted  their 
Anttocnus.    friendfliip,  and  made  magnificent  prefcnts  to  the  temple ; 
and  Seleucus  furnifhed  out  of  his  own  treafury  all  the  ex- 
Nis  hind'     pcnces  of  the  facrifice.    Judaea  enjoyed  profound  peace, 
ntfs  io  the    and  their  laws  were  obferved  with  great  ftriftnefs  under 


Jews, 


a  Antiq.  lib.  xii.  cap.  4,  U  5.    Eufeb.  Chron.  &  Cbron.  Alexand. 

(I)  This  inclofure,  which  from  the  uncircumcifed,  within 
the  Hebrew  calls  chel,  was  that  which  therefore  it  was  unlawful 
ivhicb  feparated  thecircumcifed    for  the  latter  to  enter  (2  )• 

(s)  Vide  int.  Hi,  Lightfoote^s  Profpeft  of  the  Temple,  cap.  17* 

their 
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Aclr  worthy  high*prieft  **,  until  a  mifunderftanding  which 
happened  between  him  and  Simon  a  Benjamite^  brought 
a.fcries  of  evils  on  the  Jewifli  ftate. 

Onias  had  then  enjoyed  the  facerdotal  dignity  abo«t  fix-  Afatid 
teen  years  ;    and  Simon  had  been  made  governor  of  the  ^^^^^^  Af- 
tcmple.    Perhaps  that  place  was  devolved  to  him  from  Jo-  "^''^^* 
feph,  the  generous  fon  of  Tobias,  lately  mentioned,  whofc  sitmn. 
fon  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  ;  when  an  uproar  happen- 
ing in  the  city,  caufed  this  fatal  breach  betwixt  thofe  two  yr.  of  F7. 
great  perfons  in  the  eleventh  year  of  Seleucus.    The  au-       %ij%, 
dior  doth  not  tell  us  upon  what  account  this  tumult  was  Ante  Cbr. 
raifed,  and  the  conje£lures  of  modern  authors  about  it        '7^- 
are  fcarce  worth  mentioning.    But  this  conteft,  whatever  ' 
itwas^  gi^cw  to  fuch  a  height,  that  Simon,  finding  he 
could  not  get  the  better  of  the  ftrenuous  pontiff,  went  away 
to  ApoUonius  the  fon  of  Thrafeas,  who  was  then  gover- 
nor of  Coelefyria  and  Paleftine,  the  only  two  provinces  the 
Romans  had  left  untaken  fromSeleucus  %  and  acquainted 
Vun,  that  there  were  immenfe  treafures  laid  up  in  the  Simn*s 
temple  of  Jerufalem,  which  might  at  his  pleafure  be  feized  tnacktfy. 
upon  for  the  king's  ufe.     The  governor  fent  to  inform 
Seleucus  of  this  particular  (K),  who  difpatched  immedi- 
ately Heliodorus  to  fetch  them  away  to  Antioch. 

Heliodorus,  the  better  to  conceal  the  purport  of  his  com-  HelioihrMt 
miffion,  pretended  that  he  was  ordered  to  go  and  view  all  y^«'  ^^  7^ 
the  cities  of  Ccclefyria  and  Phoenicia,  and  only  to  take  Je-  ^^i^^* 
rufalem  in  his  way ;  but  when  he  arrived  in  that  city, 
where  he  was  received  by  the  Jews  with  Angular  honours, 
he  acquainted  Onias  with  the  orders  he  had  received  from 
the  king,  and  made  a  more  particular  enquiry  after  thofe 
treafures.     The  high-prieft  told  him,  that  there  was  in- 
deed fuch  a  treafure  in  the  temple,  though  nothing  fo 
large  as  he  had  been  informed ;  that,  befides  thofe  things 
that  had  been  confecrated  to  God,  the  reft  had  been  de- 
pofited  there  by,  or  for  the.  widows  and  orphans,  for  their 

^  2  Maccab.  iii.  i,  <e  feq*         c  Liv.  lib.  xxxv*  &  feq.    Appian. 
in  Syriac.  U,  al.    a  Maccab.  iii.  per  tot* 

(K)    It  is  plain  from  this  ther  got  thefe  provinces  from 

whole  ftory,  which  is  taken  the  king  of  Egypt,    mil  be 

from  the  fecond  book  of  the  fiiewn  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  Se- 

Maccabces,  and  confirmed  by  lucidce  in  Syria ;  but  how  they 

Jofephus,    that  Seleucus  had  reverted  to  that  monarch,  after 

enjoyed  Paleftine,    Coelefyria,  they  had  been  reftored  to  Pto- 

and  Phoenicia,  fome  time  be-  lemy  upon  his  marriage  with 

fore  his  death.    How  his  fa«  Cleopatra,wccannowherefind. 

fecurity. 
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nfou^'S  to 
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fy  God. 
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to  complain 
to  the  kiagt 
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fccurity,  whofe  property  therefore  they  were ;  that  a  con- 
fiderable  fum  had  been  likewife  :laid  up  there  by  Hyrcan 
the  fon  of  Jofeph,  a  man  of  great  dignity ;  and  that  he^ . 
being  the  guardian  of  this  wealth)  could  never  give  his 
confent,  that  it  fhould  be  alienated  from  the  right  owners^ 
to  the  difgrace  of  his  dignity^  and  of  that  facred  place^ 
vhich  was  reverenced  by  ail  the  world :  but  this  rc- 
monilrance,  not  being  fufiicient  to  outweigh  the  pofitive 
orders  which  Heliodorus  had  received  from  the  king,*  he 
marched  diredlly  towards  the  temple }  the  high-prieft  and 
the  reft  of  the  minifters  of  the  place  in  vain  endeavouring 
to  obftruck  his  paflage.  Whilft  the  whole  city  was  in  the 
utmoft  confufion,  the  gates  of  the  place  were  ordered  to 
be  broken  Hown,  and  the  Syrians  were  juft  going  td  enter, 
when  God  fmote  them  with  fuch  a  panic,  that  they  fell 
down  half-dead  (L)* 

Wlicn  the  traitor  Simon  found,  that  he  had  miflfed  his 
aim,  he  endeavoured  to  throw  all  the  blame  upon  the  good 
high-prieft,  pretending  that  he  was  the  perfon  who  had 
called  Heliodorus  to  Jerufalem ;  and  raifed  fuch  a  party 
againft  him,  that  feveral  perfons  were  killed  on  both  fides. 
At  length  Onias,  fearing  the  confequences  of  fuch  an  in- 
teftine  fa£l:ion,  efpecially  feeing  his  rival  in  high  favour 
with  Apollonius  the  governor,  went  to  complain  to  the 
king  at  Antioch.     He  was  well  received ;  and  Simon  was- 


(L)  Heliodorus  among  the 
reft,  who  faw  a  viiion  of  a  man 
on  horfeback  fumptuoully  drelT- 
ed,  who  flew  upon  him  with 
the  utmoft  fpeed  and  fury,  and 
crufhed  him  under  his  horfe's 
feet,  was  forthwith  cai*ried  out 
almoft  dead  by  his  men,  and 
continued  ibme  days  inf  that 
condition.  At  length  Onias, 
fearing  left  this  wonderful  ac- 
cident fhould  bring  the  Jews 
under  the  fufpicion  of  having 
made  fome  unlawful  attempt 
againft  the  Syrian  minifter, 
went  to  the  temple,  aiid  offer- 
ed fome  facrifices  for  his  reco- 
very ;  which  being  obtained, 
he  immediately  left  Jerufalem, 
and  went  to  acquaint  the  king 
with  what  had  happened    to 


him*  Seleucus  however,  whe- 
ther he  fufpe6^ed  the  truth  of 
his  relation,  or  was  refolved  at 
any  price  to  get  the  Jewifh 
treafure,  afked  him  further, 
whether  he  knew  any  man  that 
was  fit  to  be  fent  upon  that  ex- 
pedition/ Heliodorus  arifwered, 
that  if  the  king  had  any  enemy 
that  he  would  be  glad  to  get 
rid  of,  he  need  but  fend  him  to 
rifle  that  iacfed  place,  and  he 
would  fee  him  come  back  in 
fuch  a  condition,  as  would 
convince  him,  that  it  was  un- 
der the  protection  of  fome  di- 
vine and  irrefiftible  power. 
This  whole  ftory  we  muft  take 
on  the  authority  of  the  book 
of  Maccabees. 

banifhed; 


i'he  Btjlory  $fthe  Jews*  49 

bnilbed  ^  \  but  Seleucus^  dying  foon  iafter,  ttras  fucceed>-  simon  ba* 
edbyhisfon  Antiochus,  furnamed  Epiphanes,  who  foon  nified, 
Khade  his  fubjefts  repent  oi  the  joy  they  had  exprefled  at 
his  acceffion  to  the  crown.  The  Jews  were  not  long  before 
they  felt  the  dreadful  efFe9:s  of  his  fury,  more  through  the 
ambition  of  fome,  aild  the  factions  and  feuds  which  reign- 
ed then  in  that  unhappy  ftate,  than  the  cruel  temper  of  this 
new  monarch* 

He  was  fcarce  fettled  on  his  throne,  before  Jaibn  (M),   ^'  ^^  ^^' 
the  brother  of  Onias  the  high-prieft,  taking  advantage  of  Ante  c'hr. 
the  king's  penury,  his  treafury  being  quite  exhaufted  by  the        175, 
large  tribute  his  predeceflbrs  had  paid  to  the  Romans,  went   «  .     ■      x 
to  Antioch,  and  procured  from  him  the  high-priefthood,  at   J^fi^  A/- 
the  price  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  talents  ^  and  obtained   v^jl' 
in  order,  that  his  brother  Ihould  be  fent  to,  and  confined    OniM* 
to  dwell  at  that  metropolis. 

Jafon,  finding  how  welcome  this  money  was  to  the      "^ 
young  monarch,  and  being  defirous  to  lei^ein,  as  much  as 
poilible,  the  antipathy  which   other  nations  had  againfl; 
that  of  the  Jews,  offered  him  another  fum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  talents,  for  the  liberty  of  erefting  at  Jerufalem  a 
gymnafium  or  place  of  public  exercifes,  fuch  as  were  prac-   BuiUs  a 
tifed  in  Greece ;  an  academy  fo,r  training  up  the  youth  sy^^M^ 
after  the  Grecian  manner  ;  and  for  the  liberty  of  making  ^, 
fuch  Jews  as  he  thought  fit,  free  of  the  city  of  Antioch : 
all  which    indulgences  were  readily  granted.    He  then    Gains  a 
kt  out  for  Jerufalem,  and  with  thefe  powers  formed  fo  ^rong  par^ 
ftrong  a  party  in  Judaea,  as  he  thought  would  eafily  over-  *J  th^^'t* 
bear  that  of  his  rival  Onias,  which  was  ftill  very  ftrong, 
cfpecially  in  Jerufalem.     Among  thofe  that  joined  this 
intruder,  were  the  malcontent  fons  of  Jofeph,  lately  men- 
tioned, and  a  number  of  others,  who,  through  a  wanton 
inconftancy,  were  become  exceffively  fond  of  the. Grecian 
cuftoms,  and  as  weary  of  their  own  ®.    The  freedom  of 
the  city  of  Antioch,  a  very  valuable  privilege,   was  an- 
other bait,  which  drew  ftill  greater  numbers  over  to  him. 


^  Eufcb.   in  Chronic, 
ofeph.  Ant.  lib.  xii.  cap.' 6. 

(M)  This  wretch  was  called 
Jofua  or  Jefus ;  but  as  he  was 
going  to  purchafe  the  favour  of 
the  king  and  court  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  every  thing  that  ought 
to  have  been  valuable  to  an 
honeft  Jew,     he  b^an  with 

Vol.  m. 


•  Vide  I  Maccab.  i.  n^  &  feq* 

changing  his  name  into  that  of 
Jafon,  which  he  thought  more 
conformable  and  pleating  to 
the  Greeks,  whofe  cufloms  he 
was  then  going  to  introduce 
into  his  natipn. 
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From  this  time  a  general  apoftafy  from  the  JcwUh  rcngToi^ 
overfpread  the  greatefl:  part  of  the  nation  :  the  academies' 
were  erefted  by  the  ufurping  high-prieft  ;  and  as  fome  of 
thefe  exercifcs  were  to  be  performed  naked,  the  performers 
found  means  to  efface  the  fear  of  circumcifion,  to  prevent 
their  being  diftinguiflied  from  other  people.  The  priefts, 
as  well  as  the  laity,  from  thenceforward  ncglefted  the  fer-' 
vice  of  the  temple,  to  affift  at  thefe  new  exercifes  \  and  the 
laws,  which  the  Jewifti  nation  had  obtained  for  the  free 
exercife  of  their  religion  and  rights^  became  of  none 
efFea. 

As  Jafon  ftuck  at  nothing  that  could  ingratiate  himfcif 
with  Antiocbus,  he  fcnt  next  year  a  number  of  his  parti- 
zans,  on  whom  he  had  beftowed  the  freedom  of  Antioch^ 
to  affift  at  the  Olympic  games,  with  a  confiderablefum  ta 
be  fpent  in  facrifices  to  the  Tyrian  Hercules,  in  whofe  how 
nour  thofe  games  were  celebrated  \  but  thefe  men,  whe- 
ther out  of  confcience,  or  fear,  chofe  rather  to  make  tl 
prefent  of  it  to  the  Tyrians  towards  the  repairing  of  their 
fleet,  Antiocbus  by  this  time  underftanding  that  the 
young  king  of  Egypt,  now  of  age,  defigned  to  attempt 
the  recovery  of  Paleftine,  Phcenice,  'and  Coelefyria,  made 
a  tour  into  thefe  provinces,  and  took  Jerufalem  in  hi^ 
way,  where  Jafon  received  him  with  a  magnificence 
fuitable  to  the  value  ht  put  upon  that  monarches  favour  and 
friendfhip. 

He  did  not  however  enjoy  his  ill-gotten  dignity  fong, 
before  he  was  thruft  out  of  it  by  his  brother  Menelaus  (N  j, 
whom  he  had  fent  to  Antiocbus  with  the  ufual  tribute. 
Menelaus,  inftead  of  confulting  the  king  about  thofe  mat- 
ters which  his  brother  had  charged  him  with,  took  that 
opportunity  to  inCnuate  himfelf  into  his  favour,  by  the 
moft  flagrant  flatteries  ;  to  which  having  added  the  fun^ 
of  three  hundred  talents  more  than  Jafon  had  paid  for  the 
high-priefthood,  he  eafily  obtained  it,  and  returned  with 
his  new  commiffion  to  Jerufalem,  in  the  third  year  of  Ja-» 
fon's  pontificate.  He  foon  raifed  a  ftrong  party,  at  the 
head  of  which  were  the  fons  of  Tobias,  then  very  power- 
ful in  Judaea  5  but  Jafon  was  not  without  his  powerful 
friends,  who,  detefting  Menelaus's  treachery,  foon  forced 
him  to  retire,  with  the  heads  of  his  fa£tion,  into  Antioch. 
Thither,  the  better  to  gain  their  point  ^ainft  Jafon,  they 


(N)  This  apoftate*s  right 
name  was  Onias,  which  he 
fihanged  for  that  of  Menelaus, 


in  imitation  of  his  brother,  and 
in  complaifance  to  the  Greeks  • 

went* 
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vei^ty  and  acquainted  Antiochus,  that  they  were  fully  fd- 
folved  to  foxfake  their  old  religion,  and  wholly  to  conform  jipcjin^ 
to  that  of  his  country ;  a  declaration  which  fo  pleafed  that  ti%ii. 
proud  monarch,  that  he  fent  them  back  with  a  force  fuf- 
ficient  to  drive  Jafon  out  of  Judaea  into  the  land  of  the 
Ammonite$.  Being  thus  rid  of  his  rival,  and  feated  in  his 
new  dignity,  his  next  care  was  to  perform  his  promife  to 
the  king,  and  to  outdo  his  brother  in  his  apoftafy  ^ 

But  whilft  he  was  endeavouring,  by  all  wicked  means, 
to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  Antiochus  and  his  court,  he  ne- 
glefteJ  one  main  article,  the  paying  of  the  money  he  bad 
promifed  to  him,  notwithftanding  the  preffing  importuni- 
ties of  Softratus,  then  governor  of  the  citadel  of  Jerufalem, 
and  receiver  of  the  king's  cuftoms  in  Paleftine.  At  length  ^^»^^«^ 
-Antiochus,  fufpe£ting  fome  private  intelligence  between  '^^T!!!^^ 
them,  ordered  them  both  to  come  to  Antioch,  command- 
ing Menelaus  to  leave  his  brother  Lyfimachus  his  vicege- 
rent at  Jerufalem.     At  their  arrival,  they  found  the  king 
bad  been  forced  to  go  and  quell  a  fedition  in  Cilicia  ;  and 
had  left  the  government  of  Antioch  to  Andronicus,  one 
of  the  prime  nobles  of  his  court.     Menelaus  having  ex-  Rf/Us  th§ 
haufted  his  coiFers,  and  finding  that  nothing  but  the  pay-  umpU  of 
ipcnt  of  the  king's  money  could  recover  his  favour,  fent  3^^ioitw»> 
private  inftruftions  to  his  brother  at  Jerufalem,  to  con- 
vey to  him  as  many  of  the  golden  veiTels  as  he  could  con- 
veniently ftrip  the  temple  of;  which  having  received  foon 
after,  and  caufed  to  be  fold  at  Tyre,  and  in  the  neighbour- 
ing cities,  he  raifed  a  fufficient  fum,  not  only  to  fatisfy 
the  king,  but  alfo  to  bribe  his  courtiers  in  his  favour. 
All  this  however  could  not  be  tranfafted  fo  fecrctly,  but  Omat 
his  brother  Onias,  who  had  been,  ever  fince  his  depofi-  complains 
ti8n,  confined  to  that  capital,  had  intelligence  of  his  fa-  ^^^fl^^ 
crilege.    He  made  fuch  bitter  complaints  againft  Mene- 
laus, as  were  like  to  have  raifed  all  the  Antiochian  Jews 
againft  him.     He  was  therefore  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  Andronicus,  whom  he  had  already  bribed  by  his  prc- 
fents  \  and,  for  a  frefli  fum  of  money,  engaged  him  to  cut 
off  the  good  old  high*prieft,  who  being  by  this  time  ap- 
prifed  of  his  intrigues,  had  taken  fan£fcuary  at  Daphne>  an 
afylum  near  the  city  of  Antioch.     Andronicus  went  thi- 
ther, and,  under  (ome  pretence  or  other,  accompanied 
with  the  moft  folemn  vows  and  proteftations  for  his  fafety, 
had  no  fooner  got  him  out  of  the  place,  than  he  put  him  ?*'^^*"^ 
to  death,  without  regard  either  to  his  oaths,  the  fanftity  ^'''** 
of  the  place,  or  the  laws  of  hofpitality. 

^  Maccab*  ubi  fupra,  ^  Jofeph.  tibi  fupra. 

E  z  Thi» 
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This  treacherous  murder  of  a  perfon  fo  venertWe  fc* 
his  age  and  exemplary  piety,  and  fo  refpeAed  in  that  me*^ 
tropolis,  both  by  Jews  and  Gentiles,  excited  the  bittereft 
complaints  agalnft  the  facrilegious  affaffin,  as  foon  as  the 
king  was  returned  to  Antioch ;  and  that  prince,  bad  as  he 
was,  could  not  forbear  (bedding  tears  at  the  relation  of 
the  inhuman  deed.  As  foon  therefore  as  he  had  taken 
full  cognizance  of  the  fadi,  he  caufed  the  murderer  to  be 
ftripped  of  his  purple,  to  be  condufted  with  infamy  ta 
the  place  where  the  crime  had  been  committed,  and  there  * 

i^rT^'th  ^^  ^^  P^'  *^  death.     Menelaus,  though  the  moft  guilty  of 

*^  °        *  the  two,  found  means  to  avoid  the  prefent  ftorm,  and  to- 

maintain  his  credit  fome  time  longer  5  but  he  was  obliged 

to  draw  large  fiims  from  Jcrufalem,  which  Lyfimachu^ 

was  forced  to  raiffe  by  the  moft  unheard-of  violences'  and 

facrileges.     Thefe  excited  a  tumult,  i»  which  the  Jews  fell 

upon  him,  and  the  three  thoufand  men  he  had  afTembled 

to  defend  him,  with  fuch  dafperate  fury,  that  they  killed 

Ijjimachus  a' great  number  of  them,  and  put  the  reft  to  flights    Lyfi* 

maffacred.    machus,  nd  longer  able  to  refift,  waspurfued  to  tKetrea* 

fury  of  the  temple,  and  there  maffacred  by  the  enraged' 

*    multitude.    Antiochus  coming  foon  after  to  Tyre,  the 

B'eputies      Jewiih  fanhedrim  refolved  to  fend  a  deputation  to  him,, 

^^hH^^T       ^'^  ^^  j^ft*fy  ^^  death  of  Lyfimachus,  andto-accufe 

^drimtoAn-  Menelails  as  the  author  and  caufe  of  all  the  troubles  that 

idochuu        ^'^^  happened  both  in  Judgfea  and  Antioch.    The  three  de- 

Kuties  pleaded  their  caufe  fo  well  before  the  king,  that 
lenelaus,  not  knowing  which  way  to  clear  himfelf,  and 
avoid  the  impending  punifhment,  had  recourfe  to  his  old 
Yr.  of  Fl.  fecret  of  bribery.    He  applied  himfelf  to  a  favourite  of 
aV'^CIi     Antiochus,  ""named  Ptolemy  Macron,  the  fon  of  Dory- 
",^q;  ^*  menes,  and  promifed  him  fo  large  a  fum,  that  the  cour- 
■  I  tier,  who  knew  the  ineonftancy  of  that  monarch's  temper, 

eafily  prevailed  upon  him,  not  only  to  abfolve  the  apoftate 
high-prieft,  but  alfo  to  condemn  the  three  Jewifli  deputies 
Thedeputies  to  death.     This  fentence  was  forthwith  put  in  execution, 
put tQ  death,  and  thofe  venerable  men  were  hurried  to  death,  who,  a^ 
the  author  of  the  Maccabees  cxprefles  it,   would  have 
gained  their  caufe,  had  they  pleaded  it  before  even  the 
Scythians  ;  and  indeed  this  piece  of  cruelty  and^injuftice 
was  fo  (hocking  to  the  Tyrians,   that  though  they  dared 
not  openly  exclaim  againft  it,  yet  they  ventured  to  flievr 
•  their  refpeft  to  thofe  deputies,  by  beuowing  an  honour* 
able  burial  upon  them  «. 

ir-  %  ]V{accab«  i Va  44^  &  &(^ 

Thi« 
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Thfs  unjuft  fentence  afforded  the  traitor  Menelaus  fuch  Mentlaus's 
%  fiomplete  viftory  over  all  his  oppofers,  that  from  thence-  tyrannyand 
forth  he  gave  himfelf  up  tb  all  manner  of  tyranny  and  ^^P^^^y* 
vickedneis :   Jeruialem  became  deftitute  of  protectors  j 
the  famh^drim  were.fo  terrified  by  this  laft  cruelty  exercifed 
jon  their  deputies,  that  they  no  longer  dared  to  oppofc 
him^  though  they  iaw,  diat  every  ftep  he  took  was  with 
defign  to  enflave  the  nation  ftiU  more,  and  to  overturn  the 
fmall  remains  of  their  religion  and  liberties. 

This.fatal  change  was  occafioaed  by  an  accident,  which 
feemed  at  firftof  no  great  confequence,  but  proved  in  a 
little  time  the  caufe  of  all  their  miferies.     Antiochus  was 
th^n  engroifed  by  the  conqueft  of  Egypt,  when  a  falfe  ru- 
mour was  fpread,  that  he  had  been  killed  before  Alexan* 
dria.     Jafon,  who  had  been  forced  to  retire  into  the  laud  Jafan 
of  AmnK)n  after    his  depofition,  hearing  this  rumour,  forces  inf 
thought  it  was  a  fit  opportunity  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  J^rufaUm* 
his  dignity  5    and  that  his  nation,  tired  with  the  Syrian 
government,  and  efpecially  with  the  tyranny  of  Mene- 
laus,  would  readily  receive  him  again  with  open  arms. 
To  this  end  he  raifed  a  band  of  about  one  thoufand  refo- 
kite  men,  at  the  head  of  whom*  he  quickly  appeared  be- 
fore the  walls  of  Jeruialem,  whidi,  by  the  help  of  a  party 
which  he  had  within  that  metropolis,  he  eafily  entered, 
and  forced  his  brother  to  retire  into  the  citadel  ;    after 
which  fuccefs,  minding  nothing  but  his  refentment,  he 
committed  the  moft  horrid  butcheries  againft  fuch  of  the  Commits 
Jewi  as  he  fefpefted  to  have  been  of  the  contrary  party,  htrrid 
He  was,  however,  foon  after  foiled  to  leave  both  the  city  butcherin 
and  country,  at  the  news  of  Antiochus  coming  with  a  ^"^^^ 
powerful  army  againft  him ;  for  that  prince,  highly  pro- 
voiced  at  tMs  rebellion,  and  efpeqially  at  the  news,  that 
the  Jewilh  nation  had  made  fome  rejoicings^  at  the  report 
of  his  death,   was  a£bually  coming  with  a  great  army 
againft   Jerufalem.     The  Jews,  apprifed  of   his  defign  ji„i\Qchus 
againft  them,  feem  to  have  made  a  ftout  refiftance,  and  tahs  it  by 
to  have  given  him  no  fmall  trouble  in  making  his  way  into  fiorm. 
dieir  xnfijtropolis  (0)$  but  the  gates  being  at  length  forced 

open, 

(O)  So  feys  the  hoolc  of  the  at  the  trouble  it  gave  him ;  but 

Maccabees,  with  whom  agree  in  his  Antiquities  he  tells  us, 

Diodorus  Siculus,  and  even  Jo-  that   he    entered    it    without 

fephus,    in   his  Wars  of  the  force ;  and  that  thofc  of  his 

Jews,  where  he  exprefsly  fays,  party  within  opened  the  gates 

that  he  laid  fiege  to  that  city,  to  him.     The  former  is  indeed 

and  reprc&Qts  him  as  enraged  the  moft  probable,  and  Jofe- 

E  3  P^^ 
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Yr.  of  Fi.  open,  he  fpared  no  cruelty  againft  its  unhappy  inhabitants^ 

»»78-      infomuch  that  within  three  days  they  reckoned  no  Itfs 

An(eChr.   than  forty  thoufand  killed,  and  as  many  taken  captives^ 

'^*^^  jind  fold  for  flaves  to  the  neighbouring  nations  ^, 
Hiserueltj.  His  fury  did  not  flop  here:  he  caufed  the  traitor  Mc-p 
nekus,  who,  by  this  time,  had  by  fome  means  recovered 
Frofanei  his  good  graces,  to  lead  him  to  the  temple,  which  he  en^ 
^d  plun*  tered,  even  to  its  moft  facred  recefles,  laying  his  impious 
tmPU  hands  on  all  the  veflcls  that  were  in  it ;    and  caufed  thp 

*^  '         golden  altar  of  incenfe,  the  golden  table  of  the  fhcwbread, 
the  golden  candleftick,    the  cenfers,  bowls,  and  other 
ntenfils  belonging  to  that  holy  place,  to  be  feized,  toge« 
ther  with   the  golden  fhields,  crowns,  and  other  orna- 
ments, which  had  been  dedicated  to  it.     He  caufed  alfo 
the  gold  plating  that  covered  the  gates,  and  other  archi-* 
tedlure  of  the  temple,  the  veil  that  divided  the  holy  from 
the  moft  holy  place,  and,  in  a  word,  all  that  was  valuable, 
either  for  its  metal  or  workmanfhip,  to  be  carried  off,  be* 
fides  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  talents  of  gold  and  fil* 
ver,    which   he    forced    out   of  the  treafury.      Having 
thus  glutted  his  revenge  and  avarice,  he  returned  in  tri- 
(.gavit        umph  to  Antioch  ^     As  a  further  mark  of  his  fpleen 
yud^a  un-  againft  that  unhappy  nation^  he  put  it  under  the  govem<« 
(Ur  brutijh  ment  of  one  Philip,  a  moft  barbarous  Phrygian  ;  and  left 
governors.    ^|^g  apoftate  Menelaus  in  poffeffion  of  the  high-priefthood  K 

What  the  ]ewifli  nation  fufFered  under  thofe  governors, 

is  more  eafily  in^agin^d  than  defcribed ;  but  their  miferies 

n^  Jiws    were  not  to  end  there.     fcJome  time  after,  Antiochus  hav* 

horrid^        ing  received  a  mortifying  letter  from  the  Roman  fenate^ 

huichend,     \^^  chofe  them  above  all  other  people  to  wreck  his  refent^ 

Yr.  of  Fl.   ment  againft,  and  with  as  much  cruelty,   as  if  they  had 

«i8o       been  the  caufe  of  his  difgrace.     To  this  end  he  difpatched 

(A^^'  from  his  army,  as  he  was  marching  through  Paleftine, 

'    *        Apollopius,  at  the  head  of  twenty-two  thoufand  men,  with 

orders  tp  plunder  all  the  cities  of  Judcea,  to  murder  all  th^ 

men,  and  to  fave  only  the  women  and  children,  for  fale* 

Apolloniuis  came  accordingly  with  his  army,  and,  to  outr 

ward  appearanpe,  with  a  peaceable  intention,     He  kept 

bimfelf  inaftive  till  the  next  fabbath,  when  they  were  all 

h  2  Maccab.  v.  vjsr.  1 1,  &  14.  i  %  Maccab,  v.  ir* 

^  Jofephus  cont.  Ap.  lib.  ii.  &  Antiq.  lib.  xiii,  cap.  16. 

phus  might  eafily  forget  him-  fome  meafure  atone  for  fevcr 

felf  through    the  diftance  of  ral  inconfiflencies  of  the  fame 

pme  in  which  he  wrote  thofe  nature,  which    are  to  be  oiet 

two  bgoks  \    and  this  may  in  with  in  his  worlq^ 
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la  profound  quiet,  when  on  a  fudden  he  commanded  his 
men  to  arms  :  fome  of  them  he  fent  to  cut  all  in  pieces 
that  were  gone  to  the  temple^  and  to  the  other  fynagogues, 
whilft  the  reft,  going  through  the  ftreets  of  the  city,  maf- 
iacrjed  all  that  fell  in  their  way,  without  the  leaft  refiftance 
from  thofe  unhappy  wretches,  who  fuiFered  themfelves  to  - 
Be  butchered  in  that  mercilefs  manner,  rather  than  break 
their  fabbath,  by  ftanding  on  their  defence.  He  next  or- 
dered the  city  to  be  plundered,  and  fet  on  fire.;  pulled 
down  all  their  ftately  fabrics ;  caufed  the  w^lLs  to  be  de- 
moliihed ;  and  carried  away  captive  about  ten  thoufand  of  . 
thofe  that  had  been  faved  from  the  flaughter  K  From  that 
time,  tHefervice  of  the  temple  was  quite  abandoned,  th^t 
place  having  been  every  inhere  polluted,  both  with  the 
bjood  of  the  flain,  and  with  many  other  defilements. 
From  the  ruins  of  the  city,  the  officers  of  Antiochus  built 
a  laree  fortrefs,  on  an  emmence  in  the  city  of  David,  for- 
tifiecT it  with  a  ftrong  wall,  ftately  towers,  ami  placed  a 
garifon  in  it  to  command  the  temple,  bver*againft  which 
it  was  built ;  fo  that  the  foldiers  could  eafily  fee  and  fally 
upon  all  thofe  that  ventured  to  approach  that  facred  place^ 
fo  many  of  whom  were  continually  plundered  and  mur- 
dered by  them,  that  the  reft,  not  daring  to  ftay  longer  in 
Jerufalem,  went  and  dwelt  in  the  neighbouring  cities  of 
the  Gentiles.  In  this  polluted  and  lorfaken  condition 
did  this  metropolis,  and  its  temple,  continue  three  full 
jears  and  a  half;  that  is,  till  Judas  Maccabeus,  having 
wrejKed  bojth  out  of  their  tiands^  purified  and  reftored 
Acm  to  rficix  ancient  fplendor  and  itfe  °» (P). 

The 

'  I  Maccah*  1.  30,  U  ieq^    4  Maccab.  v.  %i^  Sc  ieq«    Jofeph* 
Antiq.  lib«  xii.  cap.  7.  »  i  Maccab.  iv.  paflitn.   %  Maccab. 

?•    Jofepb.  ubi  fupra,  ftPraefat.  in  B.dL  Judaic.  &  Hiflor.  de  Bell* 
tib*l.  cap.  I.  Jib.  vi.  cap.  ii. 

(P)  Iti  the  4ame  of  this  per-  Who  this    author  was,    is 

fecution  voder  AnMochos,    is  neither    agreed,     nor    eaiily 

J^neraUyfuppofedtohaveli^d  guelied.    It  appears,  that  his 

efus  the  Ton  of  Sirach^  author  great  thiril  after  wifdom  made 

of  the  apocryphal  i:>ook  of  £c-  him  pray  fervently,  fludy  hard, 

clefiafUcu^    €ome  place  him  travelmuch,  and  undergo  many 

indeed  in  the  time  or  OniasIL  creat  dangers  for  it;    that  he 

but,  by  ibm^  parages  Uzattered  had  been  unjuftly  traduced  to 

here  smd  there  ioi  this  work,  the  king ;    whence  he  is  fup- 

ht  feems  rather  to  have  lived  pofed  to  have  reti^d  into  £• 

.about  the  time  of  Onias  III.  gypt,  and  there  compofed  his 

land  when  his  nation  fufiered  book*      LafUy,    he  'tells  us, 

lE>me  grievojos  perfecutioo*  that  he  was  the  laft  writer  of 

£  4  Ac 
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The  fury  of  this  perfccution  was  not  confined  to  the 
Jews  of  Paleftine.  Antiochus,  refolvcd  either  totally  to 
abolifh  their  religion,  or  to  deftroy  their  whole  race,  as 
far  at  lead  as  he  could  reach  them,  caufed  a  decree  to  be 
iffued  out  the  following  year,  that  all  nations  within  his 
dominions  ftiould  forfake  their  old  religion  and  gods,  and 
worfliip  thofe  of  the  king,  under  the  fevereft  penalties. 
To  make  his  orders  more  effedual,  he  fent  overfeers  into 
every  province  to  fee  them  ftriftly  put  in  execution  ;  and 
as  the  Jews  were  the  only  people,  who  he  knew  would 
difobey  them,  efpecial  direftions  were  given  to  treat  them 
with  the  utmoft  feverity.  Many,  therefore,  either  to 
fivoid  the  efFefts  of  his  rage,  or  to  ingratiate  tbemfelvc$ 
with  him,  not  only  complied  with  great  readinefs,  but, 
having  once  apoftatized,  became  the  bittereft  enemies  of 
thofe  who  had  the  courage  to  refufe  ".  It  fared  far  others 
wife  with  the  Samaritans,  whofe  zeal,  either '  for  th^ 
Jcwilh  nation,  or  the  Mofaic  law,  a  muchlefs  danger  would 
have  cooled  (QJ. 

But  whilft  they  were  peacefully  enjoying  the  fruits  of 
their  treacherous  complaifance,  Atheneas,  an  old  minifter^ 
well  verfed  in  all  the  heathenifli  rites,  as  well  as  in  crueltyj 
made  thofe  of  Judaea  undergo  the  moft  fevere  punil^ent$ 
for  their  zeal  and  firmnefs  to  their  law.  He  began  with^ 
dedicating  the  temple  to^  Jupiter  Olympius,  and  cauiing 
his  ftatue  to  be  erefted  on  the  altar  of  burnt-offerings  (R)^ 

W»it^ 
»  Jofeph.  ubi  fupra,    i  Maccab,  vi.  ii,  &  feq. 


the  Jewifli  nation  who  treated 
of  moral  fubje6ts.  This  is  all 
that  we  know  of  the  author. 

(Q^)  Thefe,  to  convince  the 
king  that  they  did  not  defign 
to  die  martyrs  to  either,  fent 
a  deputation  to  him,  fetting 
forth,  that  though  they  had 
hitherto  conformed,  to  many 
of  the  Jewifli  fuperftitions,  in 
imitation  of  their  forefathers, 
who  had  been  perfuaded  to  it 
'  for  their  own  fafety,  yet  they 
were  now  ready  to  forfake  them, 
and  to  embrace  the  king*s  re- 
ligion. They  added,  that  they 
had  a  temple  on  Mocint  Ga- 
rizzifn,  which  was  dedicated 
to  a  God  without  a  came  i  but 


begged  it  might  thenceforth 
be  dedicated  to  the  Grecjaqi 
Jupiter.  They  concluded  with 
^  petition,  that  as  they  were 
not  of  Jewifli,  but  Sidoniaa 
race,  and  were  ready  to  con- 
form in  every  thing  to  the 
king*s  will,  they  might  not  be 
involved  in  the  fame  calamities 
with  their  wicked  rivals.  An- 
tiochus readily  granted  their  re-, 
queft,  and  difpatched  a  letter 
to  Nicanor,  his  fubgovernor 
there,  with  orders,  that  they 
(hould  be  diftinguiflied  from 
the  Jews,  and  that  their  tem«! 
pie  (hould  be  dedicated  accord- 
nig  to  their  petition. 

(R)  This  idol  was  fet  up  ii^ 

tho 
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Wth  another  lefler  altar  before  it,  whereon  they  facrificed 
to  that  falfe  deity.     All  thofe,  therefore,  that  refufed  to 
come  and  worfliip  it,  were  either  immediately  maflacred, 
or  put  to  fome  lingering  torments,  till  they  either  com- 
plied, or  expired.     At  the  fame  time,  altars,  groves,  and 
llatues,  were  fet  up  in  every  city  and  town  of  Judaea,  to 
which  the  inhabitants  were  compelled  to  come  and  facri- 
fice,  under  the  fame  fevere  penalties.     When  the  feaft  oiF  ExetrabU 
Bacchus  revolved,  they  were  either  forced  to  affift  at  it,  f>uukiries 
and  to  go  about  the  ftreets  wittf  their  heads  crowned  with  f**«J*''^f' 
ivy,  in  honour  of  that  beaftly  deity,  or  expofe  themfelves  ^nd'coui 
to  fome  cruel  death ;  all  this,  while  it  was  made  imme-  tty. 
diate  death  to  be  caught  obferving  either  the  fabbath,  the 
rite  of  circuracilion,  or  any  other  branch  of  the  Mofaic 
law  ;  infomuch  that  two  women,  having  been  found  to 
have  circumcifed  the  children  of  which  they  had  lately 
been  delivered,    were  both  led,    with  the  infants  hung 
about  their  necks,  through  feveral  ftreets  of  Jerufalem, 
and  caft  headlong  down  from  the  higheft  walls  of  the 
city  ;  and  all  that  had  affifted  at  the  ceremony  were  put 
to  death  °. 

Thefe  unheard-of  barbarities  obliged  many  of  the  Jews  Jf'^f  ''^- 
to  leave  their  habitations,  and  hide  themfelves  among  the  ^''*''»'^^ 
pragged  rocks  in  holes  and  caverns,  where  they  lived  upon  ^^'^^"'^ 
wild  roots  and  herbs.    Some  of  thefe  venturied  to  aflem- 
ble  in  a  cavern  near  Jerufalem,  to  celebrate  the  fabbath  j 
but  Philip,  their  barbarous  Phrygian  governor,   having 
beer>  informed  of  their  defign,  came  againft  them  with-a 
fufficient  force  ;  and,  after  having  in  vain  oiFered  them  a  Yr.  of  FI. 
general  amnefty,  if  they  would  forfake  their  religion,  and       ai8o. 
(Conform  to  that  of  the  king,  he  waited,  without  any  other  -^."^^  ^hr« 
hoftilities,  till  the  next  fab*bath.$  on  which,  entering  the        ^  ^' 
cave  without  refiftance,  he  caufed  them  all,  men,    wo-  ^^^  ^^r  ' 
men,  and  children,  to  be  maflacrdd,  to  the  number  of  a  cred. 
thoufand  p. 

As  foon  as  Antipchus  had  heard  that  fucb  numbers  re-  Antiockus 
inained  inflexible,  he  refolved  to  come  inpcrfon  to  Jeru-  ^omtsto 

Jerujaltittm 
*  Maccab.  5e  Jofepb.  ubi  fupra.  p  »  Maccab.  yi.  10,  &  feq. 

the  tenarple  on  the  fifteenth  of  birth-day;  fo  that  from  thcnce- 
the  month  Cifleu,  which  an-  forth  they  continued  facrificing 
fwcrs  to  part  of  our  Novem-  to  it  every  twenty-fifth  day  of 
ber  and  December ;  but  they  the  month,  till  the  Jewifli  re- 
did not  begin  to  offer  facrifices  ligion  and  flate  were  reftored 
to  it  till  the  twenty-fifth  of  that  by  Judas  Maccabeus. 
9Q0Qtb|  which  was  the  kin^jV 
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UXtvciy  and  to  fee  either  his  orders  more  pundiually  obeyedl^ 
or  the  recttfants  punifhed  with  the  moft  exquifite  cruelties* 
One  of  the  firft  that  fell  a  vi£iim  to  his  fury  was  the  rener* 
able  Eleazar,  a  man  of  ninety  years  of  age,  refpe£ted  by 
all  for  his  great  learning,  probity,  and  zeal  for  his  religion^ 
and  whofe  example  had  prefcrved  a  great  number  of  Jew« 
from  falling  into  apoftafy.    Him  they  brought  upon  the 
ftage,  and  commanded  to  eat  fwine*s  fleih ;  and^  when 
they  could  not  prevail  upon  him  by  any  means  to  comply^ 
they  defired  him  that  at  leaft  he  would,  out  of  regard  to 
his  extreme  old  age,  confcnt  to  eat  fome  other  unforbid- 
den fiefhy  that  they  might  make  the  king  believe  that  be 
had  obeyed.    The  good  old  man  ahfwered,  with  becom- 
ing courage,  that  the  mod  dreadful  death  was  preferable 
to  fuch  a  bafe  diflimulation,  fo  unworthy  his  old  age  and 
charad^r,  and  fo  dangerous  in  its  confequence,  fmce  it 
might  be  the  means  of  feducing  many  of  his  nation  to  fol- 
low his  example.    As  foon  as  he  had  ended  this  fpeech^ 
which  was  interpreted  as  the  efFeft  of  his  pride  rather 
thaii  of  his  zeal,  he  was  dragged  to  execution.    When  he 
was  ready  to  expire  he  cried  out,  with  a  loud  voice,  "  O 
Lord,  thou  knoweft  what  pains  I  fufFer  in  ^ly  body,  from 
which  I  might  have  freed  my felf ;  but  my  foul  feels  a  real 
joy,  becaufe  I  fufFer  them  for  the  fake  of  thy  law  ^  :**  and 
fetching  a  deep  groan,  gave  up  the  ghoft.     After  him, 
the  feven  brethren,  whofe  martyrdom  is  related  in  the 
fame  book ',  fuiFered,  one  after  another,  jthe  moft  exqui« 
fite  torment,    with  invincible  courage    and    conftancy, 
whilft  their  mother  ftood  by,  encouraging  and  ftrength** 
ening  them,  !n  the  Hebrew  tongue,  with  the  aifuranpe  of 
a  glorious  recompence  in  the  next  life  j  for  which  {he  was, 
laft;  of  all,  facri&ced  to  the  tyrant's  fury,  and  died  with 
the  fame  chearfulnefs  and  intrepidity  which  flie  bad  in- 
fpired  into  her  offspring  (S). 

It 

t  %  Macc^b.  vL  i39  &  feq.  '  Cbnp*  v{|« 


(S)  Jofephus  has  liVewile 
given  us  the/  hiflory  at  large 
of  thofe  martyrs,  in  a  book  by 
itfelf,  intituled.  Of  the  Em- 
pire of  Reafon.  It  is  now  betp 
ter  known  to  us  by  that  of  the 
book  of  the  Maccabees ;  but, 
as  neither  he,  nor  the  author 
of  the  fecond  book  of  that 
same,    do  exprefsly  mention 


the  place  where  this  dreadful 
fcene  was  a6ted,  Rufinus  has 
taken  it  into  his  head  that  it 
was  done  at  Antioch,  becaufe 
they  (hewed  their  tomb  in  that 
city  in  St.  Jerom's  time,  and 
had  there  built  and  dedicated 
a  church  to  them.  But  as  Jo- 
fephus feems  to  believe  that  it 
was  done  at  Jerufalem,  and  Is 

fQllo^je4 
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'  It  was  about  this  time  that  Mattathias,  an  eminent  prieft  Matta- 
of  the  family  of  Joarib,  began  to  fignalize  himfelf  by  his  ^^«^'''«»- 
zeal  for  bis  religion.     He   had  been,  fometime  before,  ^^^^^. 
forced  to  rietire  to  Modin,  his  native  place,  to  fhun  the  v#>7« 
fight   of  thofe  fcenes  of  cruelty  ^nd  profanenefs,  which 
were  a£led  at  Jerufalem  by  Apollonius,  and  the  apoftate 
Jews.     During  his  reccfs,    Apelles,   one  of  the  king's 
officers,  came  to  oblige  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  to 
execute  his  commands  •.    Having  got  the  people  together, 
with  Mattathias>  and  his  five  fons  (T),  he  addreffed  him- 
felf to  him  on  account  of  his  dignity,  and  the  great  efteem 
he  w^as  in,  hoping,  that  if  he  could  perfuade  him  to  com- 
ply, his  example  would  foon  draw  all  the  reft.     He  made 
him  the  ampleft  promifes,  that   the  king's  favpur  and 
prote£lion  would  be  the  immediate  reward  of  his  com- 
pliance.    Mattathias  anfwered  him,  with  a  voice  loud  J^obUam* 
enough  to  be  heard  by  all  the  aflembly,  that  though  the  -^^^* 
whole  Jewiih  nation,  and  the  whole  world,  were  to  con-    ^*   '* 
form  to  the  king's  edi6l,  yet  both  he  and  his  fons  would 
continue  faithful  to  their  God  to  the  laft  minute  of  their 
lives  \  and  that  no  confideration  Ihould  prevail  on  them  to 
forfake  the  religion  of  their  forefathers.     In  the  mean 
time  the  king's  officers  had  prevailed  on  fome  cowardly 
Jews  to  take  another  way ;  and  one  of  them  was  juft  then 
going  to  facrifice  to  an  idol,  when  the  old  prieft,  calling 
to  mind  what  the  law  of  Mofes  ordains  againft  fuch  tran£ 

STeflbrs,  that  they  (hould  be  put  to  immediate  death  % 
ell  upon  the  man,  and  killed  him  upon  the  fpot.     His  Heads  thi 
fons,  at  the  fame  time,  being  fired  with  the  fame  zeal,  ^^yi^r 
killed  the  king's  officer  and  his  men,  overthrew  the  altar  ^^"f^^ 
and  idol,  and,  running  about  the  city,    cried  out,  that 
thofe  who  were  zealous  for  the  law  of  God,  ihould  fol- 

•  Jofeph.  Ant.  lib.  x.  cap;  8,    i  Maccab.  li.  i,  &  feq.         <  Deut. 
%\\u  6,  &  feq. 

followed  by  many  learned  men,  fuch    fevere    examples    were 

and  Rufinus  gives  .  no  better  thought  mofl  necelTary  by  that 

reafon  than  that  of  his  tradi-  exafperated  prince. 
tion,   we  fee  no  o^cafion  for         (T)  Thefe   were  Johanan, 

following  him,  as  fome  authors  furnamed  Kaddis ;  Simon,  fur- 

haFe  done ;    it   being    more  named   ThaiS ;    Judas,  called 

likely  that  Jerufalem    fhould  Maccabeus,  and  the  mod  fa« 

be  the  place,  where,  above  all  mous  of  all  the  reft ;  Eleazar, 

others,   the  Jews  fliewed  the  furnamed  Avarani;  and  Joha- 

greateft  firmnefs  for  their  reli-  than,  furnamed  Apphus  ( i )  • 
mop,  ^d,  confequently,  where 

(i)  1  Maccab.  ii.  15,  &  %%% 

low 
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low  them :  by  which  means  they  faW  thfciUfelvcs  4t  the 

head  of  a  numerous  troop,  with  whom  they  foon  after 

tfads  tkem  withdrew  into  fome  of  the  deferts  of  Judseai     Thefc  were 

int9  the  dc^  jirefcntly  followed  by  great  numbers,  who,  td  avoid  per* 

firt^  fecution,  flocked  to  them  from  other  parts  of  the  country* 

As  foon  as  Mattathias  and  his  men  had  reached  a  place 

of  fafety,  they  began  to  confult  about  the  beft  means  for 

ftanding  on  their  own  defence.    Here  the  remembrance 

of  thofe  of  their  brethren,  who  had  fuflered  themfelves  to 

be  butchered  by  their  enemies  on  the  fabbath,  foon  made 

them  fenfible  of  their  danger,  onlefs  they  fteered  a  different 

courfe ;  for,  as  long  as  they  continued  in  that  fcrupulout 

notion  of  non-refi (lance,  for  fear.of  breaking  the  fabbath^ 

they  would  be  ftill  liable  to  the  fame  ftratagems,  and  by 

that  means,  in  a  littfe  time>  be  totally  extirpated.    Havr 

ing  therefore  maturely  weighed  the  matter,  and  confulted 

other  learned  priefts  and  f  uler6  that  were  come  over  td 

them,  it  was  refolved  that,  foj*  tie  future,  it  (hoidd  bt 

lawful,  nay,  obligatory,  to  take  up  arfti^  in  theif  own  de« 

fence,  whenever  uiey  were  attacked,  oti  the  fabbath  at 

well  as  on  any  other  <fay*.    This  decree  h^ing  been  pri* 

vately  communicated  to  the  Jews,  in  d^d  out  of  iPaleftine^ 

together  with  their  reftfons  for  paiS'ng  it>  it  Was  univer* 

fally  received  by  all ;  and  from  thtft  time  ttoey  fnade  nO 

difficulty  to  defend  their  lives  and  properties  at  all  times, 

and  upon  all  occafions  (U). 

Tr.  of  Fl.       Mattathias  having  ftrengthened  his  litftle  army  with 

ftiSt*       thefe  and  other  ftout  and   religious  meii,  who  diiily  re« 

Ahte  Chr*  forted  to  him,  began  t6  try  his  force,  iiat  only  agaitift 

.^  ^*       their  perfecutors,  but  alfo  againft  his  apoftate  brethren, 

Mattathias  -^^  "^any  of  thefe  as  he  took  he  put  to  death  ;  the  reft,  ia 

reflores  the  much  greater  numbers,  he  forced  to  fly  into  foreign  coun-i* 

nmrfiip  of   tries,  to  fecurc  themfelves  from  his  refentment.    Having 

^^'  once  ftruck  terror  into  the  hearts  of  his  enemies,   he 

throuJuAe  "^^rchedfrom  city  to  city,  overturned  the  idolatrous  altars, 

f/ties.  opened  the  Jewifh  fynagogues,  which  h^d  till  then  been 

fteco^ers     either  fliut  up  or  appropriated  to  other  ufes,  made  a  dili- 

iht  facred    gent  fearch  after  aU  the  facred  books  which  had  efcaped 

^^^*         the  fury  of  their  enemies,  and  ordered  frefti  copies  of 

"  Jofeph*    1  Macciib.  ubi  fbpra* 

(tJ)  Among  thofe  whorefort'  ans,  a  brave  and  ftrenuous  fefl, 
ed  to,  and  aid  not  a  little  formed  among  the  Jews  foon 
ftrengthcn,  the  inconiiderable  after  their  return  frona  the  cap- 
flying  army  ofMattathias,  were  tivity* 


the  Aifideans,  or  rather  Haifid«*' 


tl^ent 


s 
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them  to  be  wrilten.  He  caufed  the  reading  and  expoand« 
ing  of  the  Scriptures,  prayers,  and  other  psirts  of  divine 
worfhip,  to berefumed,  and  all  the  males  born  fince  the 
perf^cution  to  be  circumcifed  ^.  In  all  thefe  meafures^ 
God  blefTed  him  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  he  had  extended 
this  reformation  through  a  confiderable  part  of  Judsea^ 
within  the  (hort  fpace  of  otie  year ;  and|  in  all  likelihood,i 
would  have  gone  through  with  it,  even  to  Jerufalem^  where 
die  ftrohgeft  Syrian  garifon  was  kept,  had  he  not  been- 
prevented  by  death.  But  what  he  left  unfinifhed,  was 
foon  after  perfefted  by  his  worthy  fons,  efpecially  by  Ju- 
•  das  Maccabeus,  of  whom  we  flxall  fpeak  more  fully  in  the 
next  fedion. 

In    the  mean  time  Mattathias,  finding  himfelf  quite  tttfia/t 
worn  ©ut  with  age  and  ficknefs,  called  his  fons  together,  Jpeechtm 
and  fpoke  to  them  to  this  efFe£i  :  "  Hitherto  pride  and  op-  tiffins* 
preflion  have  been  fiiffered  to  profpcr  over  us,  for  a  puni&- 
ment  of  our  fins ;    but  now  be  ye  valiant  and  zealous  for 
God's  laws,  and  fear  not  to  expofe  your  lives  in  defence 
of  God's  covenant  with  your  forefathers,  if  you  expeft 
the  reward  prdmifed  to  it.    Call  to  your  remembrance  the 
obedience  of  Abraham,  the  faithfulnefs  of  Jofeph,  the 
zeal  of  'Phinehas,  Caleb's  courage,  David's  conftancy, 
Elijah's  zeal,  and  the  intrepidity  of  Daniel  and  his  faith- 
ful companions.    Let  their  miraculous  deliverance  infpire 
yoa  with   a  fure  truft  in  the  Almighty's  protedion.     Be 
not  difcouraged  by  the  threats  and  weak  efforts  of  the 
greateft  men,  who,  though  they  feem  to  triumph  now, 
will  ihortly  be  cut  oflF,  and  become  the  food  of  worms  ; 
hut  arm  yourfelves  with  courage,  in  defence  of  our  laws, 
liberties,  and  religion,  and  you  will  not  fail  of  fuccefs. 
Simon,  your  eldeft  brother,  has  always  (hewed  himfelf  a 
man  of  confummate  wifdom ;  let  him  fupply  the  ofHce 
<>f  a  father  and  a  counfellor,  and  do  nothing  without  his 
advice.     Judas  is  well  known  to  you  all  for  his  valour  and 
condud; ;  let  him  be  your  general,  and  lead  you  againil 
your  enemies.     And  may  heaven  crown  his  and  your  va-  ^''  ^  ^* 
jour  with  glory  and  fuccefs  I"  Having  thus  faid,  he  expired  ^^^^  q^^^ 
in  a  good  old  age,  and  was  buried  at  Modin  with  his  an-       ,66. 
ceftors,  greatly  lamented  by  all  the  faithful  in  Ifraely(X).  ■ 

He  Hijftiatk 
*  I  Maccab.  ii.  43,  $c  feq.  7  Ibid.  ii.  49.  ad  fin. 

(X)  The  firft  book  of  Mac-  of  the  ara  of  the  Seleucidap. 
ttbces  barely  tells  us,  that  he  Some  therefore  have  taken  it 
^icd  in  the  one  hundred  and  in  the  former  fenfe ;  but  thd 
^rty-fixth  year,  without  men-  far  greater  part  in  the  lat- 
tiooing  whether  of  his  life,  or    ters  for  the  one  hundred  and 

forty* 
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He  was,  aecording  to  his  defire,  fucceeded  by  his  fon 
Judas  in  the  command  of  the  Sirmy}  and  by  him  the 
Jcwifh  religion  and  ftate  were  foon  after  rcftored  to  their 
ancient  fplendor,  as  we  (hall  fee  in  the  next  fedion. 


SECT.      III. 

The  Sequel  of  the  Jewifh  Hijiory,  from  Judas  Maccabeus 
•  to  the  Conquejl  of  Judaa  by  the  Romans. 

» 

Judas         TU  DAS,  furnamed  Maccabeus,  from  whom  the  heroes 
Maccabeus  J    ^f  ^^is  epocha  had  the  name  of  Maccabees  (Y),  did 

fmlur         "°^  ^^*^^  ^^^  troops  to  continue  longer  idle  than  till  they 
^       '  bad 

forty-fixth  year  of  the  king-  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  to  the 

dom  of  the  Greeks,  falls  ex-  deathof  the  high-prieft  Simon, 

a6Uy  with  the  Julian  year  i66  that  is,  of  about  forty  years, 

before  Chrift,    which  is  the  It  was  partly  compiled  from 

year  in  which  he  died.  the  memoirs  wiiich  j  udas  Mac- 

(Y)  There  are  various  con-  cabeus  had  caufed  to  be  col- 
jcdtures  concerning   the  ety-   .le6ted,  and  partly  from  thofe 

mology  of  the  word,  and  not  of  the  high-prieft  Hyrcanus,^ 

one  of  them  to  be  depended  the  fon  of  Simon,  who  began 

upon;    not  only  becaufe  no-  his  government  where  the  book 

thing  is  more  uncertain  than  ends,  and  who  is  therefore  by 

etymologies,  but  becaufe  the  fome  fuppofed  to  be  the  au- 

book  of  the  Maccabees  being  thor  of  it,  though  he  be  barely 

'  only  extant  in  Greek,  we  have  quoted  in  it,  as  having  fur* 

no  certainty  which  were  the  nifbed  him  the  materials  out  of 

original  letters  of  the  world.  his  chronicle. 

The  firft  book  of  the  Mac-  The  fecond  book  of  the 
cal^ees  was  written  originally,  Maccabees  is  an  epitome  of  a 
cither  in  Hebrew  or  the  Cbal-  larger  hiftory  written  by  one 
dee,  which  became  the  current  Jafon,  but  long  fince  lofl.  Both 
language  of  the  Jews,  after  the  author  and  the  abridger 
the  captivity.  Its  flyle  and  feem  to  have  been  Hellenilts, 
phrafe  come  neareft  that  of  by  their  manner  of  computa- 
the  facred  hiftorians  of  any  of  tion  and  ilyle ;  or  rather  it 
the  Apocrypha,  and  its  chro-  looks  like  a  collection  of  fome 
nological  computation  is  purely  valuable  pieces,  relating  to  the 
Hebrew,  and  be^ns  always  at  Jewifli  hiftory,  from  the  at- 
the  month  Nifan,  anfwering  to  tempt  of  Heliodorus  upon  the 
our  March  and  April ;  where-  trcafury  of  the  temple,  to  the 
as  the  Syrians,  &c.  began  their  fignal  victory  which  Judas  Mac- 
year  fix  months  later.  cabeus  gained    over   Nicanor 

Jt  contains  a  clear  and  fuc-  fifteen  years  after.  ' 

cinft  hiftory  of  what  happened        We  have  already  fpoken  of 

to  the  Jew8|  (torn  the  rei|;u  of  the  third  book  of  the  Macca* 

bees. 
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llad  ended  the  days  of  his  father's  mourning.    His  little 
army  amounted  to  no  more  than  fix  thoufand  men  » j  but  Yr,  of  FL 
what  they  wanted  in  number,  they  made  up  in  zeal  and      *'^*'. 
bravery.     God  gave  them  fuch  fiiccefs,  that  they  quickly  -Ante  Chr. 
reduced  fome  oF  the  ftrongeft  fortreffes  of  Judsea,  falling  „ 

upon  their  enemies  fo  fuddenly,  and  with  fuch  courage,  juj  ^^. 
that  they  drove  them  out  of  their  cities,  villages,  and  ad-  'vtry  and 
vantageous  pofts ;  infomuch  that  Judas's  name  began  to  /«^^'A 

5 row  terrible  to  the  Syrians,  Samaritans,  and  apoftate 
ews  \  whilft  thofe  who  had  forfaken  their  country,  to 
avoid  perfecution,  were  encouraged  to  refort  daily  to  him 
from  their  retreats.    His  troops  increafed  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree as  to  make  Apollonius,  the  then  governor  of  Judaea 
and  Samaria,  think  it  high  time  to  fupprefs  their  rifing 
power,  before  it  fhould  be  grown  to  a  greater  height. 
He  haftened  therefore  to  raife  a  confiderable  army,  which 
chiefly  condftcd  of  Samaritans,  Jewilh  renegadoes,  and 
other  neighbouring  nations,    with  whom   he    marched 
againil  the  Maccabean  chief.     Judas,  on  the  other  hand.  Defeats  tk^ 
no  ways  terrified  with   the  fuperiority  of    the    enemy,  Syrians* 
came  out  againil  him  with  his  handful  of  men,  and  gave 
him  a  total  defeat.    Apollonius  was  killed  on  the  ipot,  ApoUomm 
with  a  great  number  of  his  foldiers.     The  reft  were  put  flain^ 
to  the  rout,  leaving  a  rich  plunder  behind  them.     Among 
the  reft  of  the  fpoil,  Judas  took  the  flain  governor's  fword» 
and  ufed  it  ever  after,  in  thofe  wars  which  he  waged 
againft  the  enemies  of  the  Jewifli  nation  •. 

This  defeat  fo   enraged  Antiochus,  that  he  again  de-  Antioehus's 
nounced  the  total  extirpation  of  the  Jews;  and  happy  rage  a- 
was  it  for  them  that  his  treafury  was  then  fo  exhaufted  S^^nP  '*' 
by  his  extravagant  largeflcs,  that  he  was  forced  to  fup-  ^'^''^ 
prefs  his  rcfentment,  till  he  could  raife  a  fufEcient  fupply 
of  money  to  renew  the  war  againft  them  :  but  before  he 
could  accomplifli  this  aim,  another  of  his  generals  re- 
ceived likewife  a  fignal  .overthrow.     This  was  Seron,  Serondi* 
deputy-governor  of  Ccelefyria  *»,  under  Ptolemy  Macron,  fi^*^^9 
who  took  it  into  his  head  to  march  againft  Judas,  in 
hopes,  that  if  he  could  defeat  that  little  army  of  his,  be- 
fore the  king  fent  more  forces  thither,  he  fhould  gain  no 

*i  Maccab.  viii.  i.  »  i  Maccab.  iii.  lo,  &feq*    Jofcph. 

»ro.  xu.  cap.  10.  b  Maccab.  iii.  13. 

^^  as  previous  in  the  time    to  what  we  fubjoined  in  that 
^0  thefe  two,  and  in  authority    note    concerning   the    fourth 
^0  the  latter  of  them.     We    book  of  that  name* 
**U  likewife  refer  the  reader 

fmall 
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fmall  glorjr  by  the  exploit.  He  advanced  thercfort  as  iA 
as  Bethoron,  where  Judas  met  him  with  a  handful  of? 
troops  Thefe,  feeing  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  ex^ 
preffed  great  reluftancy  to  engage,  fatigued  as  they  were 
vith  marching  and  fafting  (Z) ;  hut  Judas  foon  difpelled 
their  fears,  by  reminding  them  that  they  fought  the  caufe 
of  God,  who  was  not  wont  to  fave  by  ftrength  and  num- 
ber, and  whofe  glory,  now  concerned  in  their  fuccefs^- 
would  difplay  itfelf  the  more,  by  the  difpropoition  there 
was  between  their  two  armies.  Thus  encouraged,  they 
fell  upon  the  Syrians  with  fuch  vigour,  that  Seron  was. 
mdiiileJ.  overthrown  and  killed,  with  eight  hundred  of  his  mexij 
on  the  fpot.  Some  of  the  reft  fled  as  far  as  Bethorony 
arid  the  greateft  part  favcd  themfelves  by  taking  refuge  in 
the  land  of  the  Philiftines  ^.  Thefe  continued  uicceflcs  of 
the  new  Jewifli  general  made  Philip,  governor  of  Ju- 
•  daea,  think  it  high  time  to  acquaint  Antiochus  with  the 

danger  that  province  was  in  of  being  loft,  if  not  fpeediiy 
relieved.     Antiochus  had  been  obliged  to  leave  the  go* 
vernment  to  Lyfias,  whilft  he  himfelf  was  gone  beyond 
the  Euphrates.      Lyfias,  who  had  orders  to  invade  Ju- 
dxa,  and  to  deftroy  all  the  Jews,    difpatched  immedl- 
ffiean9r      ately  to  Ptolemy  Macron,   governor  of  Coelefyria  and 
att^Gior*    Phoenicia,   and  to  Nicanor,    and    Georgias,    two  expe- 
wt^J        rienced  officers,  forty  thoufand  foot,  with  orders  to  fee 
Jtuias.        the  king's    commands   pun£lually   obeyed    againft   the 
Jewifli  nation.  >  Thefe  came  and  encamped  on  the  plains 
of  Eramaus,  not  far  from  Jerufalem,  about  twenty  miles 
from  Lydda,  where  they  were  reinforced  with   feven 
thoufand  horfe. 
yuJai}  Judas  immediately  aflembled  bis  little  army,  confifting 

h'^^^ll  ^^^y  ^^  ^^  thoufand  men,  whom  he  encouraged  by  re- 
u  roops.  capitulating  his  late  viftories,  and  reminding  them  that 
their  religion,  lives  and  liberties  were  at  ftake.  Then  he 
made  proclamation,  according  to  the  Mofaic  law,  that  all 
who  had  married  wives,  planted  vineyards,  or  felt  their 
hearts  fail,  fliould  depart ;  and  near  one  half  of  his  army 
left  him  on  this  occafion.    The  reft,  who  remained  in« 

b  Maccab.  iii,  14,  &  feq. 

(Z)  Bethoron  was,  accord*  ftadia.  It  was  fituate  north- 
ing to  St.  Jerom  and  Eufebius,  ward  of  Jerufalem,  and  be- 
about  twelve  thoufand  paces  tween  that  metropolis  and  Se- 
£rom  Jerufalem  ;  but,  accord-  chern* 
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tlrpid,  were  fcarcely  furnifhed  with  weapons  fit  for  fo 
bold  and  unequal  an  enterprize  *^ ;  neverthelefs,  he  led  Leads  thtm 
his  three  thoufand  men  to  Mizpah,  there  to  implore  the  to  Mizpah. 
divine  afSftance,  by  prayer,   fading,    and  facrificea;  in 
confidence  of  which,  he  marched  with  them  again  ft  the 
enemy,  and  encamped  as  near  them  as  he  fafely  could^ 
refolved  to  offer  them  battle  early  the  next  morning,  of 
which  intention  he  gave  his  troops  notice  that  very  niglif*. 
In  the  mean  time  intelligence  was  brought  him,  by  fome    * 
of  his  fcouts,  that  Georgias  was  coming  at  the  head  of 
five  thoufand  of  his  choiceft  men,  and  one  thoufand  horfe, 
to  furprife  him  in  his  camp ;  an  information  which  gave 
him  fuch  an  opportunity  of  countermining  the  enemy,  as 
gained  him  a  complete  and  eafy  viftory ;  for,  taking  the 
advantage  of  Georgias's  abfence,  he  and  his  three  thou- 
fand men  fell  on  a  fudden  on  the  Syrian  army,  killed  Defeats 
three  thoufand  of  their  men,  and  put  the  reft  into  fuch  Nkanou 
confufion,  that  they  could  not  be  rallied  again  by  any 
means,  but  Icit  their  camp  and  all  their  baggage  and  fpoil 
behind  them,  and  fled.    Georgias^  having  in  vain  fought  for 
his  enemy,  whom  he  fuppofed  to  have  retired  into  the 
mountains,  was  returning  back  to  his  army,  when  he  per- 
ceived his  camp  on  fire  ;  a  circumftance  which  threw  his  Bums 
men  into  fuch  a  panic,  that,  in  fpite  of  all  he  could  do  to  Georgias'^s 
prevent  it,  they  threw  down  their  arms,  and  ran  after  the  ^^^^  * 
reft.     Judas  did  not  leave  off  purfuing  them  till  he  had 
killed   fix   thoufand    more   of  their   men;    after   which 
/laughter,    he  led  his  viftorious  troopsi  to  plunder  the 
enemy's  camp,  where,  among  other  rich  fpoil,  they  found  gits  an  m» 
that  money  which  the  greedy  merchants  had  brought  to  ^i^tfifpoiU 
buy  the  Jewifli  captives.     This  fignal  viftory  was  gained 
on  the  Friday  ;  and  next  day  being  their  fabbath,  was  ce- 
lebrated with  fuitable  returns  to  the  Divine  Providence 
for  their  miraculous  deliverance  •. 

This  aftion  proved  doubly  advantageous  to  the  con- 
queror.    It  furniflied  him  with  quantities  of  arms  and  andgood 
ammunition  for  his  men ;  and  his  fame  drew  daily  frefh  fupply  of 
reinforcements  from  all  parts  of  Judaea,  whom  his  fuc-  arms^&c» 
cefs  encouraged  to  repair  to  him  from  all  the  places  of 
their  difperfion  ;  fo  that  he  found  himfelf  foon  in  a  con- 
dition to  attempt  another  aftion,  which  proved  no  lefs 
glorious  and  fuccefsful  than  the  laft.     Timotheus,  go- 
vernor of  the  country  beyond  Jordan,  and  Bacchides,  an- 


/ 


c  Vide  Deut.  xx.  5.        <  1  Maccah.  iii.  57,  &  fcq. 
ubi  fupra.    %  Maccab.  viiii  24,  6c  feq. 
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other  experienced  officer  of  the  Syrian  army>  had  joined 
their  forces^  and  were  advancing  againft  him,  with  a  de- 
fign  to  retrieve  their  late  defeat;  but  Judas  was,  by  this 
Difeats       time,  fo  well  reinforced,  that   he    met  and   overthrew 
Timothtiis    them  in  a  fet  battle,  killed  twenty  thoufand  of  their  men, 
*?!^^^^"     enriched  himfelf  with  their  fpoil,   got  a  new  fupply  of 
provifions  for  his  men,  and  took  prcfently  after  fevcral 
ftrong  fortrefles  from  the  difhcartened  Syrians,  which  he 
garrifoned  with  fome  of  his  troops,  and  depofited  in  them 
DiviJes       the  arms  which  they  had  taken  from  the  enemy*     In  the 
thtjfoiL      diftribution  of  all  the  fpoil,  Judas's  generofity  outwent 
what  was  even  prefcribed  by  the  Mofaic  law,  which  en- 
titled none  to  (hare  it.  with  the  combatants,  but  thofe  wha 
were  left  to  take  care  of  the  baggage  ';  but  he  caufed  a 
confiderable  part  to  be  divided  among  his  indigent  bre- 
thren, fo  that  the  old,  decrepit,  the  fick  and  lame,  the  wi- 
dows and  the  fatherlefs,  were  made  partakers  of  the  fruits 
of  his  viftories.     In  this  battle  was  killed  one  of  Timo-^ 
theus's  chief  officers,  named  Philarchus,  who  had  been  a 
bitter  enemy  to  the  Jews.      Whilft   they  were  making 
their  rejoiciogs  foe  their  fuccefs,  news  was  brought  that 
CaUffthenes  Callifthenes,  the  man  who  at  firft  fet  fire  to  the  gates  of 
kurnt*         the  temple,  had  concealed  himfelf  in  a  little  houfe  not  far 
from  them  ;  upon  which  Judas  difpatched  a  detachment, 
who  went  and  fet  it  on  fire,  and  burnt  him  in  it,  as  a  juft 
Nuanor's     retaliation  for  his  facrilege  K     As  for  Nicanor,  he  faved 
'^ilkt  i^^^^^  ^^^  ^^f^>  t)ut  loft  his  honour,  being  forced  to  retreat 

'  ^  to  Antioch,  in  the  difguife  of  a  fervant,  and  there  excufe 
his  late  difgrace,  by  owning  that  the  Jews,  when  under 
the  proteftion  of  their  God,  were  invincible  ^ 

When  Lyfias  heard  the  news  of  the  total  defeat  of  the 
army  he  had  fent  into  Judsea,  he  made  all  the  hafte  he 
could  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  fixty  thoufand  foot, 
and  five  thoufand  horfe,  all  of  the  chpicefl:  troops  he 
could  affemble.  Entering  Judaea  with  them,  through  the 
territories  of  Idumaea,  he  was  met  at  Bethfura  (A)  by  the 

f  Vide  Numb.  xxxi.  a5,  &  fcq.  i  Sam.  xxx.  24.  «  2  Maccab. 
viil.  30.  ^  1  Maccab.  &  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  xii.  cap.  ii. 

(A)  This  was  a  very  im-  cabees  places  it  five  furlongs 

portant     fortrefs    about    that  diftance  from  Jerufalem;  but 

time.     It  was  in  the  tribe  of  this  muft  be  a  miftake,  either 

Judah,  and  had  formerly  been  of  the  tranflator  or  tranfcribei:, 

fortified  by  king  Rehoboam,  it  it  being,   according  to   Eufe- 

being  one  of  the  keys  of  Judaea,  bius,  full  twenty  miles  from  it, 


on  the  fouth  fide  of  Idumaea.    on  the  road  to  Hebron. 
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Maccabitifh  genera),  at   the  head  of  only  ten  thoufand  Yr.  of  Fl. 
men.    The  two  armies  engaged;  and  Judas,  though  fo      1183. 
much  inferior  to  the  Syrians,  fell  upon  them  with  fuch  Ante  Chr. 
courage,    that   he   immediately  killed    five  thoufand  of  ^'  _ 

them  on  the  fpot,  and  routed  the  reft  ;  and  Lyfias,  ob-  tyfias  de- 
ferving  that  the  Jews  fought  like  men  determined  either  jeatedin 
to  conquer  or  die,  would  not  venture  a  fecond  engage-  Judaa. 
mcnt  with  the  remainder  of  his  army ;  but  returned  to 
Antioch,  with  a  defign  to  bring  a  much  greater  force 
againft  them  in  the  courfe  of  the  following  year  *. 

But   all    this  while  the  fandtuary  continued  polluted 
with  abominable  idols,  the  temple  garrifoned  by  idolaters, 
and  the  city  a  heap  of  ruins.     As  foon  therefore  as  the 
enemy  was  gone  out  of  the  province,  Judas  marched  with 
his  army  to  the  metropolis,  fully  purpofifed  to  recover  and 
purify  it.      Upon  their  coming  to  Mount  Sion,  and  fee-  Judas  pu» 
ing  the  defolation  in  which  it  lay,  the  houfes,  palaces,  and  ^[fi^^  ^^'' 
gates  of  the  temple  burnt  down,  the  courts  of  the  fane-  f'^^y        - 
tuary  over-run  with  ihrubs  and  briars,  the  prieftly  apart-       ^ 
ments  demoliihed,  the  altar  and  holy  places  profahed,  T-A/iV 
and  ftripped  of  all  their  ancient  fplendor,  they  rent  their  ruinous 
cloaths,  covered  their  heads   with    duft,  and    filled    the  ^^^^^^^^"^ 
air  with  cries,  and  other  tokens  of  unfpeakable  forrow. 
As  foon  as  Judas  obferved  thefe  firft  emotions   a  little 
affuaged,  he  potted  fome  of  his  braveft  troops  to  guard 
all  the  avenues  of  the  city  from  furprize,  and  then  ap- 
pointed fuch  of  the  prieftly  order  as  had  heft  fignalized 
themfelves  for  their  zeal  and  fancjlity,  to  enter  into  the 
temple,  and  fee  it  thoroughly  cleanfed  of  all  its  profane  - 
lumber,  whilft  the  reft  of  the  people  were  bufy  iji  clear- 
ing the  ftre€ts  and  places  of  all  their  rubbifli.     Whatever 
old  materials  they  founds  that  had  undergone  any  de- 
filement, they  broke  to  pieces,  carried  them  out  of  the 
city,  and  buried  them  in  fome  common  place,  efpecially 
the  altar  of  burnt-ofFerings,  which  had  been  fo  noto- 
rioufly  profaned,   that  no  part   of  it  was  fit  for  ufe ;  it 
was    therefore    demoliflied,     and  another   of    unhewn 
ftones^  fubftiiuted  in  its  glace.     There  were  ftill  many  Yr.  of  Fl. 
things  wanting  before   the   divine   fervice  could  be  re-    A^'^pV 
fumed ;  the  altar  of  perfumes,  the  table  of  fhewbread,       ,^5       * 
the  feven-branch  candleftick,  cenfers,  and  other  facred  . 

^enfils,  all  of  the  pureft  gold,  had  been  carried  off,  as  ^he  al- 
Well  as  the  rich  veil,  which  covered  the  holy  of  holies  ;  tars^  holy 
aU  thefe  therefore  the  Jewifli  chief  caufed  to  be  made  p^^^^^f^^^ 

•^  *worJbtp 

*  1  Maccab,  iv.  30,  &  feq%  ^  Ibid.  iv.  43,  &  fcq.  '^ 
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anew,  out  of  the  fpoils  of  their  enemies.    Allthcfc  par^- 
ticulars  being  provided  and  fet   up   in  their  rcfpedive 
places^  and  the  holy  and  mod  holy  place  repaired,  they 
began  the  divine  worfhip  with  the  dedication  of  the  new 
altar,  and  other  holy  utenfils,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
the  month  Cifleu,  it  being  the  very  fame  day  on  which 
it  had  ceafed  bj  the  profanation  of  the   temple  three 
years  before,  and  in  the  fecond  year  of  Jodas>'s  govern- 
ment. 
ne  (iedi-        This  ceremony  was  performed  with  all  imaginable  fo- 
catiott  per-  lemnity.     The  trumpets  founded  at  the  carlieft  dawn ; 
firmed^        ^  fjj.g  being  kindled  by  the  collifion  of  two  flints,  the 
lamps  were  lighted ;  the  lamb  for  the  daily  facrifice  was 
offered;  the  ufual  portion  of  incenfe  was  burned;,  and 
all  the  other  parts  of  the   divine  fervice  were  performed 
mndfefi'u     according  to  the  law  of  Mofes.     This  fedival  was  kept 
'ual  keft*     eight  days  with   great  devotion  and  joy ;  after  which  it 
was  ordered  tQ  be   folemnized  every  year  in  the  fame 
manner  by  the  whole  nation,  under  tne  name  of  the  feaft 
of  the  dedication  ^     During  this  time  the  front  of  the 
temple  was  adorned  with  crowns,  garlands,  efcutcheons> 
*rhe feaft      and  other  ornaments  of  the  beft  gold.     Every  houfe  was 
of  lights,      likewife  illuminated  and  adorned;  and  from  thence  it  was 
alfo  called  the  feaft  of  lights  ".     The  author  of  the  fecond 
book  of  Maccabees  adds",  that  in  memory  of  their  having 
kept  the  feaft  of  the  tabernacles,  whilft  they  lurked  in  their 
dens,  and  on  the  mountains,  they  repaired  to  the  temple 
on  thi«    new  feftival,    with    palms    and    other   curious 
branches  in  their  hands,  and  celebrated  their  wonderful 
deliverance  with]  pfalms  and  hymns  fuitable  to  the  oc- 
cafion. 
Judas  for-      And  now  there  remained  but  one  obftacle  more  to  be 
tifies  the      removed,  namely,  the   garrifon   which  Apollonius   had 
umfUt        placed  in  the  fortrefs  of  Acra,  on  the  eminence  over- 
againft  the  temple,  to  annoy  thofe  that  went  to  and  from 
it ;  for  whilft  that  was  ftill  kept  by  heathens,  a;id  apoftate 
Jews,  it  could  not  but  obftruft  their  concourfe  to    the 
place  of  worfhip.     A   fiege  would  have   taken  up   too 
much  time,  had  Judas  been  furniflied  with  men  and  war- 
like inftruments  for  it,  becaufe  the  place  was  very  ftrong, 
both  by  art  and  nature  ;  and  to  have  blockaded  it,  would 
have  employed  a  greater  number  of  men  than  he  could 
fpare.    There  was  therefore  but  one  way  left,  namely, 

I  1  Maccab.  iv.  5S,  &  feq,        .m  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  xii.  cap.  ir. 
»  2  Maccab*  x.  6,  &  feq. 
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to  fortify  the  mountain  of  the  temple  with  a  high  wall, 

and  ftrong  towers  round  about,  and  te  leave  a  ftout  garri- 

fon  to  defend  it,  and  hinder  that  of  Acra  from  difturbing 

thofe  who  reforted  to  Jerufelem.     At  the  fame  time  Ju-  and  Beth* 

das  caufed  fome  additional  fortifications  to  be  made  to  f^^^' 

Bethfura. 

By  this  time  all  the  neighbouring  nations  having  heard 
what  had  been  done  at  Jerufalem,  were  fo  exafperated 
againft  the  Jews,  that  they  refolved  to  join  their  forces, 
to  extirpate  the  whole  nation.     They  began  with  murder-  J^'^'  «^ 
ing  all  thofe  that  chanced  to  live  among  them,  and  waited  f^^^'^- 
only  the  coming  of  Antiochusin^to  Judaea,  to  aflift  them  in    s  *-   i,   -> 
the  utter  deftruftion  of  the  Jews ;  butj  happily  for  thefe,  ^g^th, 
Antiochus's  ^eath,  which  happened  foon  after,  broke  all  Yr.  of  Fl, 
their  meafures,  and  freed  them  from  the  bloody  defigns      «iU- 
which  that  exafperated  tyrant  had  formed  againft  them  **.    Ante  Chr. 
.    The  minority  of  the  young  Antiochus  caufed  fome  alte-        '  ^' 
n^ons  in  Paleftine,  and  gave  the  Jews,  a  kind  of  refpite,  """"""^ 
which  proved  however  but  fhort-lived,     Ptolemy  Macron, 
governor  of  Coelefyria,  who  had  been  an  inveterate  enemy 
to  the  Jews,  and  had  made  them  fujfFer  great  hardfhips 
-during  the  laft  reign,  was  now  by  fome  means  become 
iheir  friend ;  but  he  was  foon  after  accufed  for  it  to  the 
king,  and -deprived  of  his  government  by  Lyfias,  who  fuc- 
^eeded  him  in  k,  and  came  prefently  after  with  a  power- 
ful army  into  Judaea.     In  the  interim,  Georgias,  who 
commanded  the  Syrian  forces  there,  having  gathered  a 
frefli  body  of  ftrangers,  was  making  continual  incurfions 
againft  the  Jews,  whilft  the  Idumaeans,  who  had  joined 
him,  held  the  moft  advantageous  pofts,  and  received  in 
them  all  the  renegado  J^ws,  in  hopes  to  tire  the  reft  by 
prolonging    the  war.     But  Judas,    having  gathered   his  Jf^^^i  falls 
army  together,  went  and  attacked  them  in  that  part  of  ^"  ^^  ^^*" 
-their  territories^  which  was  called  Acrabatene,  and  killed 
Jio  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand  of  them.     From  thence  he 
inarched   againft  the   children  of    Be^n  (B),    who  had 
proved  a  fharp  thorn  in  his,  fides,  and  drove  them  into 
twp  of  their  ftro.ngeft  towers  5  and  when  he  underftood 

,  •  I  Maccab,  v.  i,  tf.  fcq.    %  Macdab.  x.  i,  &  feq.  Jofcph.  Antiq. 
lib.xii.  cap.  14.    Eufeb.  Chron. 

(B)  Whether  Bean  was  the  that  they  were  a  fnare  and  de- 
name  of  a  man,  city,  ortrfbe,  coy  to^the  Ifraclites,  and  lay 
is  not  certain ;  but  moft  pro-  in  wait  againft  them  on  the 
bably  they  were  a  tribe  of  Idu-  high-ways,  as  they  paffed  to 
"wcans,  of  whom  the  text  fays,  and  from  Jerufalem. 
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that  they  were  furnifhed  with  every  ncccflary  thing  to  hold 
out  a  fiege,  he  left  his  three  brethren,  Simon,  Jofeph, 
and  Zaccheus,  with  a  fufficient  force,  to  reduce  them, 
whilft  he  led  the  reft  upon  a  more  important  expedition. 
During  the  fiege,  fome  of  Simon's  h^ad  officers  fufFered 
themfelves  to  be  bribed  with  a  fum  of  feventy  thoufand 
drachms,  to  let  fome  of  the  befieged  efcape.  Judas,  be- 
ing informed  of  this  connivance,  ordered  thofe  traitors  to 
be  tried  hy  the  heads  of  the  army,  and  to  be  put  to  death ; 
after  which  execution,  he  took  the  two  fortrefles  by  af- 
fault,  put  both  garrifons,  which  confifted  of  about  twenty 
thoufand,  to  death,  burnt  the  towers  to  the  ground,  and 
paffed  over  Jordan  into  the  land  of  the  Ammonites  p. 
Thefe  he  found  likewife  in  a  good  pofture  of  defence, 
having  Timotheus  the  Syrian  general  at  their  head,  who 
had  aflembled  a  great  number  of  forces  out  of  Afia, 
and  was  coming  to  invade  Judsca.  He'  had  feveral  fkir- 
miflies  with  the  Ammonites,  before  he  could  come  at  the 
Syrian  commander,  and  defeated  and  killed  great  num- 
bers. After  thefe  exploits,  he  took  the  city  of  Jazar,  put 
a  garrifon  into  it,  and  marched  back  into  Judaea, 

In  the  mean  time,  Timotheus  had  gathered  together  an 
army  from  among  all  the  heathen  nations,  who  were  now 
more  than  ever  exafperated  againft  the  Jews,  refolved,  if 
poffible,  to  wipe  off  the  difgrace  of  his  former  defeat,  with 
the  extirpation  of  that  people.  To  this  end,  he  entered 
Judxa  with  his  new  forces.  Judas  did  not  let  him  pene- 
trate far,  before  he  met,  and  totally  defeated  him,  killed 
twenty  thoufand  five  hundred  of  his  foot,  and  fix  hun- 
dred horfe,  and  forced  him  to  retreat  into  the  city  of  Ga«- 
zara,  which  was  commanded  by  his  brother  Chereas. 
Hither  Judas  purfued  and  inverted  him,  and,  having  car- 
ried the  place  in  five  days,  flew  him  with  his  brother,  and 
another  Syrian  general,  named  Apollophanes  ^.  This 
defeat,  though  very  advantageous  to  the  Jews,  proved  fa- 
tal to  great  numbers  of  their  nation,  who  were  murdered 
by  the  heathens,  becaufe  they  could  not  brook  the  con- 
tinual fuccefs  of  the  Maccabitifh  general.  A  thoufand  of 
them  were  facrificed  to  their  fury  in  the  land  of  Tob,  and 
their  wives  and  children  carried  into  captivity  :  the  reft  of 
their  brethren  muft  have  undergone  Ae  fame  fate,  had 
they  not  wifely  prevented  it,  by  flying  into  Dathema,  a 
fortrefs  in  the  land  of  Gilead,  and  there,  timely  provided 
for  their  own  defence.     From  thence  they  fent  letters  to 
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JndaSy  informing  him  of  their  condition ;  and  that  they 

were  befieged  by  Timotheus,  perhaps  the  fon  of  him  that 

was  lately  killed  at  Gazara,  at  the  head  of  the  Tyrians,. 

Sidonians^^  Ptolemaidans,  and  others.     Judas  had  fcarcc 

done  reading  thefe  letters,  when  he  received  others  from  GiUaditts 

other  brethren  in  Galilee,  who  were  alfo  in  the  fame  dif-  andGali-  . 

trefs.     The  general  immediately  convened  a  fanhedrim,  '*^y  *f'-^ 

in  which  it  was  refolved,  that  Judas  and  his  brother  Jona-  ''■^^• 

than  ihoald  go  and  join  the  Gileadites,  with  part  of  his 

troops,  making  in  all  about  eight  thoufand  5    that  Simon, 

another  of  his  brothers,  (hould  march  with  another  part, 

to  fuccour  thofe  of  Galilee  ;  and  that  Jofeph  and  Azarias, 

his  other  brothers,  Ihould  ftay  to  defend  Jerufalem   with 

the  refidue  of  their  troops.     To  thefe  latter,  Judas  gave 

ftrift  charge,  in  no  cafe  to  aft  ofFenfively,  but  to  (land  in 

their  own  defence,  till  his  or  his  brother  Simon's  return. 

Upon  Judas's  paffing  the  Jordan,  he  was  informed  by  Jf^^s 
the  Nabatheans,  with  whom  he  was  then  at  peace,  that  ^^^.^^^* *^ 
not  only  the  Jews  o£  Dathema,  but  likewife  thofe  of  Bo-  ij^f 
fora,  Cafphor,  Maked,  Alema,  Carqaim,  and  other  con- 
Gde^ble  cities  of  the  land  of  Gilcad,  were  likewife  clofely 
fliut  up  by  their  enemies,   and,  if  not  timely  relieved, 
were  doomed  to  be  all  deftroyed  in  one  day.     As  there 
was  no  time  then  to  be  loft,  Judas  immediately  fell  on  Takes  Bo* 
Bofora,  took  it,  and  deftroyed  all  the  males  ;  and,  having  fora. 
freed  his  brethren,  fet  fire  to  the  city,  and  marched  di- 
reftly  to  Dathema.     Upon  his  arrival,  he  found  Timo- 
theus ready  to  ftorm  the  place ;  and  fell  upon  him  fo  un-  Drfeau 
^xpeftedly,  and  with  fuch  force,  that  he  put  all  to  the  '^''"^^'^^^^  I 
fout  i  for  they  no  fooner  heard  the  foupd  of  the  trumpets, 
and  underftood  that  Judas  was  at  the  head  of  their  enemy, 
than  they  threw  down  their  arms  in  the  utmoft  confufion, 
and  betook  themfelves  to   flight.     Judas  purfued  them 
fomctimc,  and  killed  about  eight  thoufand  of  them ;  but, 
remembering  the  condition  of  his  other  brethren  in  the 
Gileaditifli  cities,  he  marched  againft,  and  took  them  one  a„j  refcues 
after  another,  fubjeft^d  them  to  the  fame  fate  which  had  thf  jenvs 
befallen  Bofora,  loaded  himfelf  with  the  richeft  plunder,  in  GiieaU» 
and  returned  with  his  vi£lorious  army,  and  delivered  bre- 
thren, to  Jerufalem  '. 

On  the  other  hand,  Simon,  his  brother,  though  infe-  Simon's 
nor  in  ftrength,  having  but  three  thoufand  men,  was  no  fiiccefsin^ 
lefs  fuccefsful  in  Galilee.     He  defeated  his  enemies  in  fe-  ^^^^^f^^ 
veral  rencounters,  killed  about  three  thoufand  of  them, 
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and  purfued  them  as  far  as  Ptolemais,  enriched  himfelf 
with  their  plunder,  and  delivered  his  brethren  from  their 
cruel  thraldom  ;  but  finding  it  impoflible  with  his  handful 
of  men  to  fecure  Jthem  in  that  refidence,  by  the  total  re* 
du£tion  of  their  opprefTors,  he  chofe  rather  \o  bring  them 
with   their   families   and  valuable  cfFefts  to  Jerufalem ; 
whence  Judas  foon  after  fent  them  to  new-people  the  dtm 
^folate  cities  of  Judsea,  where  they  might  dwell  in  more 
fafety.     Whilft  things  went  on  thus  fuccefsfully  in  Gi- 
lead  and  Galilee,  the  two  brothers,  that  were  left  at  Je- 
rufalem, unluckily  took  it  into  their  heads  to  fignalize 
themfelves  alfo  by  fonie  brave  exploit,  though  contrary  to 
Jofeph's       Judas's  exprefs  commands.     Jamnia  appeared  to  them  a 
»»Arrfy  at'  f^jj.  fga-port  town  (C),    worth  their  conquering,  before 
*^mnia,      ^^^  return  of  their  viftorious  brethren.   Thither  therefore 
they  led  their  little  army ;  but  were  unhappily  defeated  by 
Georgias,   who  commanded  the  place.      He  fallied  out 
againft  them,  killed  about  two  thoufand  of  their  men, 
and  forced  the  reft  to  return  with  fhame  and  lofs  to  Jerufa- 
Judas^s        lem  *.     Judas  in  the  mean  time  had  fallen  again  upon  the 
fuccefs  Idumseans,  who,  as  we  have  feen,  had  joined  with  the 

^T    ans     Syrians.   He  led  his  forces  into  the  fouth  parts  of  Idumaca, 
laid  fiege  to  Hebron,  their  famous  metropolis,  took  and 
demolifhed  it,  with  all  the  neighbouring  towns,  and  car- 
,   ried  off  confiderable  plunder '.     From  thence  he  entered 
the  territories  of  the  Philiftines  and  Samaritans,  difFufing 
terror  wherever  he  pafled,  and  difcouraging  thofe  nations 
at  leaft  from  afting  offenfively  againft  him ;  and  returned 
not  into  Judaea  till  he  had  taken  a  tour  through  the  land 
of  the  Philiftines,  and  deftrpyed,  with  their  fortrefles,  all 
their  altars,  groves,  and  other  inftruments  of  idolatry  ". 
Yr.  of  Fl.       All  thefe  repeated  fuccefles  raifed  fuch  a  jealoufy  arid 
A^^^Qx      fhame  in  the  lately  defeated  Syrian  governor,  that  he  af- 
j5        *  fembled  an  army  of  eighty  thoufand  foot,  together  with 
■I  all  the  horfe  and  elephants  he  could  procure,  and  marched 

Lyfias  in-  with  them  into  Judsea,  not  doubting  fpeedily  to  reduce 
<vQdes  Ju'  that  unhappy  kingdom.  His  defigti  was  to  extirpate  the 
^'^  whole  Jewifli  nation,  to  repeople  their  land  with  heathens, 

and  to  glut  his  mafter  and  himfelf,  both  with  the  richeft 
'    plunder  of  the  land,  and  with  the  fale  of  the  high-prieft- 

«  I  Maccab,  v.  55,  &  feq.        t  Vcr.  64,  &  fcq.  «  1  Maccab. 

y..67, 68. 

(C)  It  was  lituate   on   the    two  hundred  and  forty  furlongs 
Mediterranean,  between  Joppa    diftant  from  Jerufalem, 
and  Azotus,  or  Afhdod,  about 
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hood,  and  other  dignities.  Animated  with  thefc  great 
hopes,  he  marched  thorough  the  fouthem  territories  of  Ju-» 
dah,  probably  becaufe  the  other  was  too  mountainous  and 
craggy  for  his  elephants  and  cavalry  •,  and  laid  fiege  to  the 
fortrefs  of  Bethfura.  Judas,  who  was  then  at  Jerufalem,  s 
having  firft  implored  the  divine  blefling  on  his  arms,  fet 
out  with  his  little  army  to  its  relief.  On  the  road  there 
appeared  to  them  a  man  on  horfeback  in  rich  fhining  ar- 
mour, and  feemingly  brandifliing  his  fpcar  againft  their 
enemies.  This  fight,  whatever  it  was,  gave  his  menfuch  hdeftatid^ 
a  flufli  of  courage,  that  they  fell  like  lions  on  the  Syrian 
camp,  killed  eleven  thoufand  foot,  and  put  the  reft  to 
flight. 

Lyfias,  now  more  than  ever  convinced,  how  impoflible  Sues  fkr 
it  would  be  to  carry  on  the  war  againft  fuch  an  enemy,  pe^f» 
with  either  honour  or  advantage,  fent  Judas  fome  over- 
tures of  peace  ^,  with  a  promife,  that  it  ihould  be  ratified 
by  the  king  his  mailer,  and  that  the  young  prince  ihould 
make  him  all  the  conceflions  he  ihould  with  juftice  de- 
mand.    Judas  accepted  the  propofal,  and  fent  foon  after 
John  and  Abfalom,  two  of  his  captains,  with  the  condi-  J^^^.^ 
tions  upon  which  he  would  agree  to  a  peace,  to  LyfiaSi  '  "  '  '^*'* 
who  caufed  them  to  be  forthwith  conveyed  to  Antiochus. 
They  contained  upon  the  whole  a  general  amnefty  for 
whatever  had  been  done  before  \  a  total  revocation  of  the 
late  edi£t  againft  the  Jews;  and  fafe  paifports  for  commif- 
fioners  to  pafs  from  Jerufalem  to  Lyfias,  or,  if  need  re- 
quired, to  Antioch.   Thefe  conditions  were  readily  grant-  Agreed i^ 
ed  by  the  king ;  and  two  letters  were  fent,  one  to  the  go-  ^  *^^  ^' 
vemor,  and  the  other  to  the  Jewiih  fenate.    Lyfias  like-  ^^^'* 
wife  wrote  to  them,  as  did  alfo  Q.  Memmius,   and  T. 
Manlius,  two  Roman  ambaifadors  to   the   Syrian  court, 
from  thefe  it  appears,  how  ready  both  the  governor  .and 
his  mafter  were  to  agree  to  a  peace  with  the  viftorious 
Jews,  and  bow  friendly  thofe  two  Romans  had  interpofed 
their  good  offices  on  their  behalf  (D).     It  appears  alfo  ^'^'^^Z* 
hy  the  king's  lette^,  that  Menelaus,  the  apoftate  high-  ^^jlampro^ 
prieft,  who  in  all  likelihood  was  then  at  the  Syrian  court,  motes  the 
had  alfo  laboured  to  promote  this  peace,  and  was  defirous  peacet^ 

(B)  Lyfia8*s  letter  being  nologifts,  becaufe  there  is  no 
tfatcd  from  the  month  Diofco-.  fuch  month  to  be  found  in  the 
finthius,  or,  as  the  Latin  yer-  Syro-Macedonian  calendar,  or 
^n  abridges  it,  Diofcorus,  has  indeed  in  any  other  of  thofe 
T^ry  much  puzzled  the  chro-    times. 

to 
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to  be  incladed  in  it ;  fince  he  was  fent  back  to  Jerufalent 
by  Antiochus,  as  his  letter  terms  it,  to  comfort  or  confirm 
the  Jews  *. 

This  peace,  however,  "vvhich  feems  to  have  been  obtained 
from  the  young  king  by  the  fole  intereft  of  Lyfias,  was  not. 
agreeable  to  the  other  Syrian  generals  \  fo  that,  as  foon  as 
Lyfias  had  retired  to  Antioch,  Timotheus,  Apollonius, 
another  of  that  name,  and  fon  of  Genneus,  Hieronymus, 
Demophon,  and  Nicanor,  governor  of  Cyprus,  began  to 
renew  their  hoftilities  againft  the  Jews.  The  neighbouring 
nations  ^  were  equally  forward  to  infeft  them.  But  Judas 
could  ftay  no  longer  to  revenge  himfelf  on  thofe  perfidions 
wretches,  becaufe  Timotheus,  by  this  time  at  the  head  of 
a  frefli  army,  had  entered  the  land  of  Gilead.  He  there- 
fore marched  direftly  to  their  afliftance ;  but  had  fcarce 
gone  nine  furlongs,  before  be  was  attacked  by  a  band  of 
Arabian  Nomades,  in  number  about  five  thoufand  foot, 
and  five  hundred  horfe.  A  fierce  engagement  immediately 
enfued,  in  which  Judas  having  got  the  better,  forced  thofe 
free-boQters  to  fue  for  peace  ;  and  granted  it  to  them  the, 
more  readily,  that  his  march  into  Gilead  might  not  be 
ftopt  *.  However,  he  obliged  them  to  furnifh  him  with 
a  certain  number  of  cattle  and  provifions,  and  extorted  a 
promife,  that  they  Ihould  affift  him  in  any  thing  he  fliould 
require  of  them  j  after  which  agreement,  he  marched 
in  all  hafte  to  the  other  fide  Jordan,  to  attack  the  Syrian 
general.  Here  he  met  with  feveral  other  obftacles,  and 
was  forced  to  take  fome  places  in  bis  way.  The  firft  of 
them  was  Cafpis,  or  Cafphin,  a  city  well  fenced  with 
high  walls,  and  fo  well  provided  within,  that  the  inha« 
bitants,  trufting  to  their  own  ftrength,  threw  many  fcom- 
ful  farcafms  at  the  Jewifh  army;  but  Judas  aflaulted  it 
with  fuch  unexpe£ked  bravery,  that  he  made  himfelf  maf« 
ter  of  it,  and  put  all  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword,  info- 
much  that  a  neighbouring  lake,  about  two  furlongs  broad, 
was  feen  running  with  blood  *. 

From  thence  he  marched  into  the  land  of  Tob,  where  the 
Jews,  called  from  thence  Tubieni,  had  Ihut  themfelves  up 
in  the  fortrefs  of  Characa ;  and  whence  Timotheus  having 
in  vain  tried  to  diflodge  them,  was  gone,  after  having 
left  a  good  garrifon .  in  a  place  ftrongly  fituate  within  its 
neighbourhood  to  keep  them  in  awe.  Judas  fent  two  of 
his  generals  with  a  detachment  to  take  that  garifon,  whilft 
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he,  with  the  reft  oi  his  army,  marched  in  fearch  of  the 
Syrian  chief.     Dofitheus  and  Sofipater,  the  two  Hebrew 
generals,  foon  after  forced  the  garifon,  and  put  it  to  the 
fwQrd,  to  the  number  of  ten  thoufand.     By  this  time  Ti-  ^^f^J'^^f* 
motheus  had  afTembled  an  army  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  fgattd. 
thouland   foot,    and  two    thoufand  five  hundred  horfe* 
When  he  heard  that  Judas  was  in  full  march  againft  him, 
he  fent  ail  the  women,  children,  and  other  luggage,  into 
Carnion,  a  ftrong  city  of  Gilead,  and  very  difficult  of  ac- 
cefs,  whilft  he  himfelf  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Raphpn,  upon  the  borders  of  the  river  Jabbok.     As  foon 
as  Judas  was  come  near  enough  for  his  vanguard  to  be  feen 
by  the  enemy,  they  feem  to  have  been  feized  with  a  panic; 
for,  they  made  fuch  hafte  to  fly  from  him,  that  they 
wounded  one  another  with  their  own  weapons  in  the 
flight.'    In  this  retreat  Timotheus  loft  thirty  thoufand  of 
his  men  ;  and,  unable  to  rally  the  reft,  betook  himfelf  to 
flight  alfo.     Thofe  who  efcaped   the  flaughtcr,    finding 
themfelves  clofeJy  purfued,  fled  into  Carnion,  and  a  great 
number  of  them  went  and  took  refuge  in  the  temple  of 
Atargatis.     Judas,  who  came  clofe  after  them,  burnt  the  C^^^ion 
temple,  and  them  in  it ;   then  fetting  fire  to  the  reft  of  ^^^^'^  ^^^ 
the  city,  they  all  periflied  likewife,  either  by  the  flames,     , 
or  by  his  fword,   to  the  number  of  twenty-five  thocu- 
fand  (E). 

In  his  way  to  Judasa,  he  was  of  neceflSty  to  pafs  through  Ephron 
Ephron,  that  city  "being  fo  advantageoufly  fituate,  that  he  ^^^^»» 
could  neither  turn  to  the  right  nor  the  left.     It  was  more-  J^r^' 
over  well  fortified,  and  peopled  by  ftrangers  of  all  nations. 
He  therefore  fent,  in  a  'peaceable  manner,  to  demand  a 
paflage  through  it ;  but  th6  inhabitants,  inftead  of  open- 
ing their  gates  to  him,  (hut,  and  even  walled  them  up, 
and  prepared  themfelves  for  fuftaining  a   fiege.     Judas 
therefore  caufed  it  to  be  proclaimed  through  his  camp, 
that  every  man  ftiould  fcale  the  walls  in  the  place  that 
chanced  to  be  over-againft  him.     On  the  other  hand, 
the  city,  which  had  been  well  garrifoned  by  Lyfias,  had 

(E)  As  for  Timotheus,  he  upon  promife   that  he  would 

fell  in  his  flight  into  the  hands  fliew  the  fame  favour  to  a  great 

of   Dofitheus    and  Sofipater.  number  of  Jews,    whom   he 

who  were  hafting  from  the  land  held  prifoners ;  many  of  whom 

of  Tob   to  join    their   com-  were  nearly  related,  either  to 

niandcr.     Thefe  two  captains,  feme  of  thofe  officers,   or.  to 

however,    were  perfu^ded  by  fome  of  their  troops  there  pre- 

him  to  give  him  his  liberty,'  fent. 

placed 
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placed  their  choiceft  men  on  the  battlements.   The  afiaolt 

was  fierce,  and  lafted  the  whole  day ;  at  length  Judas  cdr« 

ried  it,  put  all  the  males,  about  twenty-five  thoufand,  to 

the  fword,  took  their  wives  and  daughters  captive,  feized 

all  the  richeft  plunder,  and  burnt  and  quite  erazed'the 

place.    From  Ephron,  croffing  the  Jordan,  he  fpread  his 

army  along  the  plains  of  BethChan,  then  called  Scythopo- 

lis,  aconfiderable  city,  about  a  hundred  furlongs  from  Je- 

Juias*s      rufalem.     Here  he  enquired  of  the  Jews,  how  they  had 

frundjbip     bcen  treated  by  the  Scythians  ;  and,  they  anfwering  much 

iQiheScy-    ^q  ^he  commendation  of  that  people,  Judas  returned  them 

ihopQUtans,  ^^^^  f^^  ^\^^\^  kindnefs  to  his  brethren,  exhorted  them 

to  live  in  friendihip  with  them,  and  afTured  them  of  his 

ttetums  to   own,  and  then  continued  his  journey  towards  Jerufalem. 

J^rufaUm.  During  their  march,  Judas  kept  (till  in  the  rear  of  his 

army,  encouraging  thofe  that  lagged  behind,  and  brought 

them  at  length  to  that  metropolis  about  the  time  of  Pen- 

tecoft.     Here  they  went  to  the  temple  to  return  thanks  to 

God  for  their  quick  and  wonderful  fuccefs  ^  (F). 

Judas  had  ftill  a  powerful  enemy  left :  Georgias,  gover- 
nor of  Idumxa,  was  at  the  head  of  that  nation,  and  had 
harafled  the  Jews  for  fome  time.     He  there£Dre  made  no 
hmger  ftay  at  Jerufalem  than  the  continuance  of  that  fef^ 
ftarehes      tival,  immediately  after  which  he  marched  at  the  head  of 
€igait0        only  three  thoufand  foot,  and  four  hundred  horfe.     The 
Cnrg^Us     two  armies  met,  and  the  onfet  was  fo  fierce  on  both  fides, 
that  Judas,  till  then  fo  vi£lorious,  had  the  mortification 
to  fee  fome  of  his  men  killed  on  the  fpot.    Dofitheus 
likewife,  a  brave  captain  of  hiS|  having  feized  the  Idu- 

b  I  Maccab.  v.  46,  &  ieq.    %  Maccab.  xii>  30,  &  leq. 

(F)  Q^ick  and  wonderful  feated  Timotheus  and  his  nu- 
indeed  !  if  we  confider,  that  merous  army,  burnt  and  de* 
the  peace  could  not  be  broken  ftroyed  Carnion  and  Ephron, 
as  foon  as  made,  and  that  it  befides  feveral  other  ftrong  for- 
was  concluded  on  the  fifteenth  treflfcs,  rcleafcd  a  vaft  number 
of  Xanthicus,  anfwering  to  of  their  brethren,  and  were  re- 
thc  beginning  of  our  April;  turned  to  Jerufalem  loaden 
and  that  the  fcaft  of  Pentecoft  with  fpoils,  and  a  vaft  multi- 
fell  either  on  the  latter  end  of  tude  of  female  captives  ;  and 
May,  or  beginning  of  June;  all  this  without  any  lofs  on 
fo  that  in  lefs  than  two  months  their  fijle.  For  all  thefe  ex- 
time  they  burnt  the  two  havens  pioits,  however,  we  have  no 
and  fleets  of  Joppa  and  Jamnia,  authority  but  the  apocryphal 
beat    the    Arabian  Nomades,  book  of  the  Maccabees. 
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fflsean  general,  had  his  aim  cut  ofFclofe  to  the  fhoulder 
by  a  Thracian  horfeman,  and  was  forced  to  quit  his  pri- 
ibner,   who  took   that  opportunity  to  fly  into  Marefa,  a 
'  fortrefs  near  Eleutheropolis.     Another  part  of  hi^  troops, 
commanded  by  Efdrin,  had  fuftained  the  fhock  fo  long, 
that  they  were  quite  exhaufted.     At  length  Judas  having  Defeats 
again  revived  his  men  by  frefh  prayers,  the  enemy  took  hm» 
fright  and  fled ;  a  circumilance  which   gave  him  an  op- 
portunity of  rallying  his  fcattered  forces,  and   retiring  to 
Odollam,  a  town  near  the  field  of  battle,  where  they  pu- 
rified themfelves   for    the  fabbath   then  enfuing.     From  Takes  He-- 
thence  Judas  falling  upon  the  fouthern  parts  of  Idumaea,  ^°^*  ^*^ 
took  Hebron,  and  other  fortrefles  ;  after  which  he  wrefted  J^,j^^^ 
Azotus  from  the  Philiilines,  pulled  down  all  their  images 
and  altars  wherever  he  pafled,  and  returned  to  Jerufalem, 
leaden  with  frefh  laurels  and  plunder  *^. 

All  this  while  the  fortrefs  of  Acra  remained  in  the  hand 
of  the  enemy,  and  not  only  hindered  many  of  the  Jews 
from  reforting  to  the  temple,  but  annoyed  thofe  that  did, 
efpecially  in  Judds's  abfence.      Upon  his  return  from  Befieges 
Odollam,  he  refolved  to  form  the  fiege  of  it ;  and  to  that  Aera. 
end  gathered  together  his  whole  army,  furnifhing  himfelf 
with  engines  for  throwing  large  ftones,  and  other  inftru- 
ments  for  the  fiege.    The  place  was  very  ftrong,  and  the 
garrifon  numerous,   and  well  furnifhed  with  arms  and 
provi^ons.     But  'the  renegado  Jews,  a  great  number  of  Some  reni' 
whom  were  then  in  the  place,  and  knew  the  valour  of  S^^^  J^y^^ 
Judas  and  his  troops,-  finding  that  they  fliould  be   forced  i%^^^' 
at  length   to  furrender,  and  knowing  bow  little  mercy  AntiQchus% 
they  had  to   hope   for  from  the   conqueror,  advifed  the 
commanders  to  make  a  vigorous/  fally,  in  order  to  give  an 
opportunity  to  fome  of  their  brethren  to  go  to  Antioch, 
and  inform  the  young  king  of  their  diflirefs.     Thei^  advice 
was  taken,  and  the  (ally  fo  well  managed,  that  a  number 
of  thofe  renegadoes,  with  fome  officers,  found  an  oppor- 
tunity to  divide  from  the  reft,  and  to  take  the  way  to  the 
court  un perceived.     Upon  their  arrival,   they  informed 
the  king  of  all  that  Judas  had  done.     They  added,  that 
he  perfecuted  with   the   moft  mercilefs   hatred  all  that 
dared  (hew  any  fidelity  to  the  Syrians ;  that  he  plundered, 
facked,  and  put  to  the  fword  all  that   came  in  his  way ; 
that,  in  order  to  fhake  wholly  off^the  Syrian  yoke,  he  had 
befieged  the  garrifon  of  Acra,  which   had  been   placed 
there  to  keep  their  metropolis  in  awe  j  and  that  it  muft 

c  %  Mace  xii.  ver*  39,  ad  fin. 
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undergo  the  fate  of  Bcthfura,  and  other  of  his  cities  and 
fortreffes,    if  not   fpeedily  relieved.      This  information 
failed  not  to  alarm  the  Syrian  monarch,  who  ordered  im- 
mediately all  his  generals  to   aifemble  his  troops ;  and  if 
they  were  not  thought  fufficient,  to  hire  a  number  of  aux- 
iliaries, and  to  march  with  the  utmoft  difpatch  into  Ju- 
nvho  finds    jjgga.  ,  His  orders  were  punflualfy  obeyed,    and   a  vaft 
mvfi^aittfi    ^^^Y  was  drawn  together,  confiding  of  a  hundred  thou-. 
mm,  ^^^^   iootj  and   twenty  thoufand  horfe,   thirty-two   ele- 

phants, and  three  hundred  armed  chariots.  Thefc,  hav- 
ing the  young  king,  and  his  uncle  Lyfias,  at  their  headj 
marched  to  the  borders  of  Idumsea,  where  they  laid  fiege 
to  the  fortrefs  of  Bethfura^,  a  ftrong  place,  fituate  be^- 
Dtfiated  ^ween  Jerufalem  and  Idumaea,  Here  Judas,  with  a  fmall 
by  Judas*  number  of  refolute  men,  fell  on  the  king's  army  in  the 
night  J  and,  having  killed  four  thoufand  of  them,  and 
thrown  the  whole  camp  into  the  utmoft  confufion>  retired 
by  break  of  day  without  the  lofs  of  one  fingle  man  in  fo 
hazardous  an  attempt*. 

Though  the  Syrians  were  well  apprifed  of  the   extra- 
ordinary valour  of  the  Jews,  yet  they  did  not  doubt   but 
they  Ihould  overpower  them  with  the  great  number  of 
their  forces  and  elephants  •,  and  therefore,  leaving  Beth- 
fura,  tthey  refolved   to  venture  a  general  engagement, 
which  Judas  did  not  decline  5  nay,  he  at  the  head  of  his 
fmall  army  began  the  onfet,  and  killed  about  fix  hundred 
l^etires  to    Syrians.     But  finding  that,  notwithftanding  all  his  efforts, 
JerufaUm.  j^g  muft  at  length  be  borne  down,  and  perhaps  hemmed 
in,  by  fo  numerous   an  army,  he  chofe   to  withdraw  in 
Bethfura     time,  and  retire  in  good  order  to  Jerufalem.     Upon  his 
furrenders   retreat  the  king  returned  to  the  fiege  of  Bethfura,  which, 
to  Antio'      after  a  long  and  vigorous  defence,  was  obliged  to  furren- 
'  *''•  der-fof  want  of  provifions.     The   inhabitants,  however, 

yielded  not,  till  they  had  obtained  very  honourable  con- 
ditions from  the  befiegers  ;  but  that  treacherous  monarch^ 
kept  his  word  no  farther  with  them,  than  the  bare  faving 
of  their  lives  ;  he  turned  them  all  naked  out  of  the  town, 
and  fecured  it  with  a  garrifon  of  Syrians. 

From  thence  he  marched  to  Jerufalem,  laid  clofe  fiege 
to  the  temple,  and  met  with  a  long  and  ftout  defence 
from  the  Jewiih  garrifon  and  general,  who  eluded  all  his 
machines  and  atte^npts  by  his  counterworks.  Their  only 
misfortune  was,  the  want  of  provifions  5  for  having  already 

f  1  Mace.  vi.  18,  &  fc^.    2  Mace.  xiii.  1,  &  feq.  •  i  Mact* 

V.  68,  &c.    %  Mace.  xih.  15—17,  &c,  f  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib. 

xii.  cap.  14. 
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fpent  the  laft  year's  ftore  *,  and  tlas  happenfng  to  be  the 
feventh  year,  when  by  the  Mofaic  law  they  could  neither 
plough  nor  fow, '  great  numbers  of  the  Jews  found  them- 
felves  obliged  to  quit  the  town  for  want  of  food,  infomuch 
that  there  were  hardly  hands  enough  to  defend  the  place. 
They  were  in  this  defperate  ftatc,  and  juft  ready  to  fur- 
render,  when  Providence  was  pleafed  to  relieve  them  by 
an  unforefeen  accident ;  for  word  was  brought  to  Antio- 
chus  and  Lyfias,  that  Philip,  who  had  ufurped  the  go- 
vernment, was  marching  full  fpeed  againft  them,  at  the 
head  of  an  army  out  of  Perfia  ;  fo  that  they  were  forced  to 
abandon  the  fiege  in  order  to  give  him  battle.  Their  refo- 
lution  was  kept  fecret,  both  from  the  Jews  and  Syrians, 
till  they  had  made  a  peace  with  the  former  ;  in  which  the 
ting  offered  them  fuch  honourable  and  advantageous 
terms  as  were  readily  accepted.  As  foon  as  they  were 
agreed  and  fworn  to  by  both  fides,  Antiochus  was  ad- 
mitted within  the  fortifications  of  the  temple;  and  finding 
them,  as  he  pretended,  too  ftrong  to  intruft  the  Jews 
with,  he  immediately  ordered  them  to  be  pulled  down, 
and  demolifhed,  contrary  to  the  articles  he  had  fol  ately 
fworn  to  8. 

•^  Menelaus,  the  apoftate  high-prieft,  who  had  accom- 
panied the  king  in  this  expedition,  in  hopes  of  being  re- 
ftored  to  his  dignity,  and  perhaps  of  obtaining  the  govern- 
ment of  Jud«a,  left  no  ftone  unturned  to  ingratiate  him- 
felf  with  the  young  monarch,  though  at  the  expence  of 
his  nation  and  religion ;  but  his  wicked  policy  failed  him, 
Lyfias,  tired  with  fo  dear  and  difhonourable   a  war,  and 
fearful  left,  if  that  prieft  was  left  at  Jerufalem,  and  in- 
veftcd  with  any  power,  he  fhould  ftir  up  a  new  revolt, 
cither  to  recommend  himfelf  to  the  Jews,  or  to  mamtain 
his  own  authority  againft  a  people  who  he  forefaw  would 
never  brook  it,   thought  it  more  advifeable   to  find  out 
forae  expedient  to  rid  himfelf  of  fo  dangerous  a  wretch. 
He  eafily  compafied  his  end  j  and  his  great  credit  with  the 
young  monarch,  to  whom  he  accufed  him  as  the  author 
and  caufe  of  all  the  late  mifchiefs,  foon  prevailed   upon 
him  to  condemn  MenelauS  to  fuch  a .  death  as  his  treafon, 
if  not  to  Antiochus,  yet  to  his  God  and  nation,  had  de- 
ferved.    He  was  accordingly  fent,  under  a   ftrong  guard,  Memlaut 
to  Beroea,  where  he  was  fmothered  with  hot  afties.  ^"'f? 

The  Jews,  though  glad  at  the  death  of  that  monfter, 
did  not,  however,  gain  much  by  the  change.  Lyfias 
found  means  to  perfuade  the  young  monarch,  that  there 

<  Jofeph.  ttbi  fupra.  i  Maccab*  li.  48,  &  feq.  a  Maccab.  xiii.  n* 
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was  a  neceflity  for  beilowihg  the  high-priefthood  on  one 
Onku  ii^     that  was  not  of  the  pontifical  family  \  fo  that  this  dignity^ 
frrvedof     which  of  right  belonged  to  Onias,  the  fon  of  that  worthy 
*    ^f ^     high^prieft  who  had  been  murdered  at  Antioch,  was  be* 
*    fiowed  on  Alcimus,  or  Jacimus,  as  he  is  called  by  Jofe- 
phus,  who  was  of  another  family,  though  of  the  Aaronid 
race,  and  a  perfon  no  lefs  wicked  than  his  predeceiTon 
As  for  Onias,  when  he  found  his  right  given  to  one  who 
had  neither  title  nor  merit,  he  refented  the  wrong  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  he  retired   into  Egypt,  in  hopes  by  fomc 
Gttsamw  other  way  to  recompenfe  himfelf  for  his  lofs.     Accord- 
one  in  £-      ingly  he  found  means  to  ingratiate  himfelf  fo  well  with 
gypt.  Ptolemy  Philometor,  and  his  queen  Cleopatra,  that  they 

granted  him  the  liberty  of  building  a  temple  at  Alexan- 
dria like  that  of  Jerufalem,  of  which  he  fecured  the  pricft- 
hood  to  himfelf  and  defcendents  *. 
Demetrius        Demetrius,  the  lawful  heir  of  the  Syrian  crown,  had 
recoyers      found  means  to  efcape  from  Rome,  where  he  had  long 
^J^^^'         been  kept  a  hoftage ;  and,  arriving  at  Antioch,  had  put 
to  death  both  Antioch  us  Eupator,  and  Lyfias,  after  hay- 
Yr.  of  FI.  ing  made  himfelf  mafter  of  that  capital.     In  the   mean 
A  ***rh     *^"^^  Alcimus,  whom  the  Jews  had  refufed  to  admit  into 
°^^V    ^'  the  high-priefthood,  becaufe  he  had  obtained  and  fuUied 
'    that  dignity  by  open  apoftafy,  and  conforming  to  the  reli- 
Alcimus       gion  and  cuftoms  of  the  Greeks,  came   to  complain  to 
goes  to  ac*    the   new  monarch :  he  brought  with  him  a  number  of 
€ufe  Judas,  other  ^ewifli  renegadoes,  whom  Judas  had  caufed  to  be 
banifhed  Judsea  for  the  fame  crimCi     At  the  head  of  thefe 
mifcreants  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  king,  accufed  Judas, 
and  the  reft  of  the   Maccabaean   or  A^nonean  race,  of 
having  deftroyed  thofe  that  ftood  firm  to  their  allegiance, 
of  banifhing  others  for  not  joining  with  his  revolted  party, 
andofother  fuch  crimes  as  they  thought  would  render 
them  odious  to  the  court.    They  added,  that  their  prefent 
diftrefs  was  owing  to  their  readinefs  in  obeying  the  edidls 
of  the  late  king  his  uncle  5  and,  in  the  end,  Alcimus  for- 
got not  to  beg  the  high-priefthood  to  be  confirmed  to  him 
Returns       by  Demetrius*     This  accufation,    carried  on  with  fuch 
nvith  full      feeming  zeal  for  the  king,  fo  exafperited  him  againft  the 
^pMlTim,   J^^^»  that  he  fent  back  the  apoftate,  and  with  him  Bac- 
'  chides,  governor  of  Mefopotamia,  at  the  head  of  a  con- 
fiderable  army,  with  orders   to  reinftate  Alcimus  in  his 
dignity,  and  to  carry  on  the  war  againft  the  Maccabees/ 
Thefe  two  were  joined  in  the  fame  commiffion,  and  A1-. 

^  %  Maccab.  xiv.  9,  &c.  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  xii'  cap.  I5.  lib.  xx* 
cap.  8. 
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Cimus,  impatient  to  fee  himfelf  reftored  to  his  dignity^ 
oaftened  the  Syrian  general^  who  was  wholly  devoted  to 
nim,  to  march  forthwith  into  Judaea  ^ 

Upon   their   arrival,    the  two   colleagues,  who  knew  Hisflrata^ 
what  an  enemy  they  had  to  deal   with,  endeavoured   at  ^/^fi^' 
firft  to  decoy  him  by  fome  treacherous  ftratagem  \  and  to 
this  end  fent  deputies  to  the  Jewifli  chief,  to  invite  him 
to  a  conference,  in  order  to  end  their  difpute  in  an  ami- 
cable way.     They  fpared  neither  promifes  nor  vows,  that 
be  fhould  come  and  go  with  the  utmoft   fafety.     Judas 
fufpefted  their  defign,  and  rightly  judged,  that  fuch   a 
powerful  army  was  intended  rather  to  furprife  him,  than 
to  decide  the  title  of  an  intruding  prieft,  hated  and  re- 
jefted  by  the  whole  nation.     Inftead,  therefore,  of  accept- 
ing this  invitation,  he  began  to  prepare  for  a  vigorous  de-» 
fence.     Some  few  indeed  of   his   men,    being   terrified 
cither  at  the  news  of  Alcimus's  perfidy,  or  at  the  fight  of 
fo  great  an  army,  left  Jerufalem,  and  retired   into   the 
country  ;  but  there  ftayed  with  him  a  fufficient  number  to 
fupprefs  the  power  of  the  treacherous  pontiff,  in  fpite  of 
his  daily  reinforcements  from  the  renegado  Jews,  who 
reforted   to  him,  efpecially  after   Bacchides's  departure. 
For  that   general,  whether   ftung   with   the   reproaches  Bacchidet 
which  his  perfidious  aftion,  lately  mentioned,  had  brought  '^^'^'''"'*« 
upon  him,  or  with  fhame  for  not  having  been  able  to  fub- 
due  an  enemy   by  treachery  whom  he  dared   not  attack 
openly/  left   Judxa,    and  returned  to   Antioch,  leaving 
Alcimus  what  he  thought  a  fufficient  number  of  troops  to 
maintain  himfelf  in   his  new  dignity.     However,  whilft  Commiu 
he  was  on  his  way  to  the  Syrian  court,  he  could  not  for-  fe'verai 
bear  committing  fome  cruelties  againft  thofe  Jews  that  ^jy^^^^"  '« 
fell  in  his  way  :    particularly  at   Befeth,  or  Bethfetha,  he    '.^  ^^  '"^^* 
caufed  a  confiderable  number  of  them  to  be  feized  and 
killed,  and  their  bodies  to  be  flung  into  a  well  ^. 

Alcimus,  on  the  other  hand,  fpared  neither  pains  nor  Renegadots 
coft,  flatteries  nor  cruelties,  to  ftrengthen  himfelf.   Thofe  /f^  '•  ^^* ' 
that  were  of  greateft  fervice  to  him  wese  the  Jewifh  re-  ^^^^'* 
negadoes  and  malecontents,  whom  his  careflTes  and  gene- 
roiity  drew  daily  to  his  fide.     For  with  thefe,  fupported 
by  the  Syrian  troops,  he  was  making  continual  excurfions 
jnto  fome  part  or  other  of  the  country,  plundering,  burn- 
ing, and  deftroying  all  that  refufed  to  acknowlege  him. 
Jutlas,   on  his  fide,  was  no  lefs  watchful  of  all  opportu-  Sevirtly 
aities  to  oppofe  and  fupprefs  him  j  he  defeated  him  in  fe-  puni/htdbf 
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vcral  rencounters,  and  took  fuch  a  fevere  vengeance  on 
as  many  of  jthc  revolted  Jews  as  fell  into  his  hands,  that 
the  reft  dared  no  longer  aft  againft  him.     Alcimus  bckig 
by  this  time  convinced  of  the  impoffibility  of  maftering 
his  enemy,  and  of  ever  being  admitted  to  apprpacb  the 
facred  altar,  unlefs  he  procured  a  much  greater  army  to 
force  the  jews  into  a  compliance,  returned  to  the  Syrian 
court.     There   he   renewed  his   former  accufcitions  and 
complaints,  which   failed  not  to  be  backed  by  all  the 
enemies  of  the  Jews  that  were  then  at  Antioch.     Haying 
prefented  Demetrius  with    a  rich,  crown  of  gold,  and 
other  valuable  prefents,  he  obtained  of  that  incenfcd  mo- 
narch a  frefharmy,  the  command  of  which  was  given  to 
Nicanor,  one  of  the  bittereft  enemies  the  Jewiih  nation 
had,  with  exprefs  orders  to  cut  off  Judas  and  bis  party^ 
difperfe  his  army,  and  fettle  Alcimus  in  his  power  and 
dignity  beyond  the  poflibiiity  of  any  future  oppofition  *. 
But  Nicanor,  who  had  lately  been  fo  feelingly  convinced 
of  the  ftrength  and  bravery  of  the  Jcwifh  chief,  and  juftly 
reckoned,  that  one  defeat  more  would  complete  his  dif- 
grace,  entered  Judsea  with  a  numerous  army  indeed,  but 
fully  refolved,  if  poffible^  to  bring  Judas  to  accept  of  a 
peace,  rather  than  hazard  any  more  battles  with  him. 
•  However,  upon  his  firft  arrival  in  that  province,  all  the 
apoftate  Jcm^,  and  the  heathen,  whom  Judas  had  driven 
out  of  Judxa^  came  in  ftioals  to  lift  under  hirri,  in  hopes 
to  be  foon  refettled  in  their  former  habitations ;  fo  that 
his  army  was  increafed  exceedingly  before  he  reached  the 
neighbourhood  of  Jerufalem.     On  the  other  hand,  the 
Jews  being  informed  of  his  approach,  went  to  the  temple 
to  implore  the  divine    affiftance  by  fafting  and  prayer, 
and  then  prepared  themfelves  for  a  vigorous  defence. 
Nicanor  advanced  as  far  as  the  fortrefs  of  Deflau,,  where 
Simon,  Judas's  brother,  having  come  forth  againft  him, 
was  fo  terrified  at  the  fight  of  his  numerous  army,  that 
he  was  glad  to  retire  to  Jerufalem  ".     All  this  fuccefs, 
however,  could  not  induce  the  Syrian  general  to  begin 
any  hoftilities  againft  the  valiant  Judas  ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  fent  three  of  his  head  officers,  Pofidonius,  Theodofius, 
and  Matthias,  to  make  overtures  of  peace.    Judas,  who 
had  fo  lately  obferved  the  propenfity  of  his  men  to  peace, 
acquainted  them  with  the  propofals  made  by  Nicanor  j 
which  were  fo  well  approved  by  them,  that  a  day,  and  a 
place^  for  an  interview,  was  agreed  on  by  thofe  two  gene-* 
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hw,  to  give  it  ^the  finiming  ftroke.     Judas,  however,  Jiccepted  . 
juftly  fufpefting  the  fincerity  of  the  SyrianSy  caufed  a  cer-  hy  him. 
tain  numl)er  of  hia  ftouteft  men  to  be  fo^advantageoufly 
Jwfted,  that  they  might  come  to  his  relief,  in  cafe  any 
Tiolence  were  offered.     But  his  precaution  at  this  time 
Was  needlefs,  and  Nicanor  was  fo  bent  upon  concluding 
&  peace  with  them,  that  their  conference  was  carried  'on  to 
the  fatisfaftion  oi  both  parties  :  the  articles  being  agreed 
oti,'  Nicanor  went  and  flayed  fome  time  in  Jerufalem, 
without  giving  the  Jews  the  leaft  caufe  of  complaint ;  fo  Kicamr 
far  from  it,  that,  to  avoid  giving  them  any  umbrage,  he  dtjbands 
difbanded  the  greateft  part  of  his  army,  and  lived  in  per-  ^"  artny. 
fed  friendfhip  with  the  Jewifh  nation  "  (G). 

This   harmony  was  however  foon  interrupted  by  the  Yr.  of  FI. 
perfidious  high-prieft,  who,  thinking  the  peace  not  fuffi-       ***7,*, 
ciently  advantageous  to  him,  went  a.  third  time  to  An-      ^  \^  ^^* 
tioch,   to  complain  againft  Nicanor,  as  a  betrayer  of  his  * 

matter's  intereft,  who  had  concluded  a  difadvantageoiis  Alcimus 
peace  with  the  enemies  of  his  fovereign.  Demetrius,  aucufes 
though  juftly  furprifed  that  his  general  fhould  venture  to  ,^f^  '^  ^^' 


hng. 
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(G)  In  tnis  year  fome  chro-  ed  about  a  hundred  iand  feventy 
nologers  place  the  introduftion  years  before,  and  confifted  of 
of  the  cycle,  or  rather  period  feventy-fix  Julian  years,  and  to 
of  eighty-four  years,  in  order  which  they  added  the  oftoete*. 
to  fettle  the  return  of  their  ris,  either  thinking  it  anfwered 
new-moons,  and  feftivals  de^  their  purpofe.  better,  or,  which 
peiiding  on  them.  We  have  is  more  likely,  as  dean  Prideaux 
ftiewn,  in  a  former  volume,  conjedlures,  to  make  it  look 
what  a  wretched  method  they  like  a  difcoyery  of  their  own. 
had  ufed  before  the  captivity  One  thing  is  certain,  and 
for  difcov6ring  thofe  new  ap-  worth  obferving,  that  this  pe- 
pearances  without  the  help  of  riod  of  eighty-four  years  was 
ailronomical  tables.  The  in-  peculiar  to  the  Jews,  and  has 
conveniency  they  found  in  iti  been  ufed  froVn  thence  down- 
after  their  difperfion,  obliged  ward  to  the  time  of  the  famous 
them  to  fall  upon  fome  farer  Hillel,  who  correded  their  ca- 
method,  that  the  whole  nation  '  lendar  about  the  yearof  Chrift 
might,  in  every  place,  obferve  260.  It  was  atterwards  fol- 
them,  and  the  other  feflivals,  lowed  by  the  primitive  fathers 
on  the  fame  day.  in  the  Chriftian  church,  in  the 

This  method  was  the  period  fettling  of  their  Eafter,  till  new 

of  eighty-four  years,  which,  in  difpures  arofe,  and  new  corrcc- 

all  probability,  was   only  the  tians  were  introduced,  which 

period  of  Cahppus,  which  that  •  are  foreign  to  oiir  prefent  fub- 

learned  aftronomer  had  publifti-  je6t. 
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take  fuch  a  dep,  not  only  without  his  leavey  but  witfaouf 
informing  him  of  it^  would  not,  however,  recall  him ;  but 
contented  himfelf  with  refufing  to  ratify  the  articles,  and 
fending  him  frefli  orders  to  renew  the  war  againft  the 
Jewifti  chief,  and  not  to  (heath  the  fwcwd  till  he  had 
killed  him,  and  wholly  fuppuHsSed  his  party.     Upon  re- 
ceiving this  unexpeflcd  order,   Nicanor  was  extremely 
difpleafed ;  on  the  one  hand,  he  was  loth  to  violate  the 
peace  which  had  been  fo  faithfully  kept  by  the  Jcws^  on 
the  other,  he  feared  the  refentment  of  the  king,  if  he 
difobeyed  fuch  an  exprefs  commands    This  lad  motive 
having  at  length  determined  him,   his  main  fludy  was 
now  to  find  out  fome  plaufible  pretence  for  laying  hold 
on  the  Jewifli  chief.     To  this  end  he  began  to  alter  his 
behaviour  towards  him,  and,  inftead  of  their  former  in- 
timacy, to  treat  him  with  coldnefs,  and  an  air  of  fupe- 
riority.    This  foon  gave  Judas  to  underftand  that  it  was 
high  time  to  look  to  himfelf:  he  took  his  meafures  ac- 
cordingly, with   fuch  fpeed  and  fecrecy,    that  he  quite 
difappeared  before  they  had  the  lead  fufpicion  of  his  de>- 
fign.     Nicanor,  furprifed  at  his  efcape,  endeavoured  to 
conceal  his  refentment :  he  found  himfelf  now  obliged  to 
raife  a  new  army,  and  to  aft  againft  him  as  an  open 
enemy,  and  yet  was  both  afraid  and  unwilling  to  profe- 
cute  the  war.    At  length,  having  aiTembled  a  fufBcient 
number  of  forces,  and  approached  Jerufalem,  he  refolved 
once  more  to  try  to  furprife  him  by  fome  ftratagcm,  be- 
fore he  ventured  upon  an  open  rupture.    To  this  end 
he  fent  fome  deputies  to  acquaint  him,  that  he  was  not 
come  to  make  war  againft  him,  but  to  treat  of  pexce,  and 
invited  him  to  a  new  interview.    Judas  came  accordingly 
to  the  place  agreed  on,  where  their  firft  greeting  was  in 
all  appearance  very  friendly  and  peaceable  ;  but  the  Jew 
having  difcovered  his  treacherous  intent,  withdrew,  and 
from  that  time  refufed  to  meet  him  any  more.     Nicanor 
then  ordered  his  troops  to  advance  towards  Capharfalama*, 
not  far  from  Jerufalem,  where  being  met  by  the  Jewifli 
army,  a  battle  was  fought,  in  which  he  loft  five  thoufand 
men.     But  the  Jews,  finding  themfelves  unable  to  make 
head  againft  the  enemy's  fuperior  forces,  retired,  fome  to 
the  city  of  David,  and  ibme  into  the  temple  *•     Nicanor 
then  led  his  army  ftrait  to  Jerufalem,  and  occupied  the 
eminence  of  Mount  Sion.     There  he  was  addrefled  by 
fome  of  the  priefts  and  heads  of  the  people,  who  came  in 
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a  fubmiflive  manner,  and  fhewed  him  from  that  place  the       , 
facrifices  vtrhich  wer^  then  offered  up  in   the  temple  for 
the  profperity  of  kuig  Demetrius.     But  the  exafperated   Threatens 
general  having  caft  many  infolent  refleftions  on  what  he   y^f**/^^fffi' 
called  their  bafe  fuperJ[iition,  fwore  the  utter  deftrudion 
of  them  and  their  temple,  unlefs  Judas  was  immediately 
delivered  up  to  him.    But  Judas  had  happily  withdrawn   7"^^ 
himfelf  into  the  land  <rf  Samaria  with  fome  of  his  faithful  ^'/fff^Ji 
troops.      However,    it    was  in    vain   for   the  priefts  to  ^.^^ 
.urge  this  efcape,  or  any  thing  dlfe,  in  their  own  defence, 
to  a  man  who  was  now  determined  to  make  them  feel 
the  efFefts   of  his  refentment,    for    having   mifled  his 
'blow.     The  poor  priefts,  feeing  an   exafperated  enemy 
with  a  powerful  army  at  the  very  gates  of  the  temple, 
and  their  valiant  proteftor  fqrced  to  abandon  them  to  his 
mercy,  had   no   other  refource  but   prayers   and   tears ; 
whilft  Nicanor  endeavoured  by  cruelty  to  oblige  the  Jews   Nicanor*s 
to  apoftatize  both   from  their  God  and  their  brave  de-  hsUiJbfira^ 
liverer  p.     Being  informed  flia^t  RazJs,  a  member  of  the  '*-?'"*• 
■fanhedrim^  apd  a  leadinjg  man  in  the  community,  had  by 
his  exaniple  and  influence  prevented  a  great  number  of 
his  countrymen  from  renouncing  their  religion,  he  fent  a 
detachment  to  apprehend  him,  determined  that  he  fhould 
either  apoftatize  or  fuffer  death.     Razis  feeing  his  houfe 
furrounded,  fo  that  it  was  impoffible  to  efcape,  fell  upon 
liis  own  fword ;  but  the  wound  proving  ineffeftual,  he 
afterwards  threw  himfelf  headlong  from  one  of  the  tur- 
rets of  his  houfip.     The  fall  was  not  more  decifive  than    , 
the  wound.    He  ftarted  up,  and  romriing  to  the  fummit 
t>f  a  nei^bouring  rock,  tore  out  his  own  bowels,   and 
cxpired,%.    T^i?  old  nian  the  Jews  have  canonized  ^s  a 
martyr. 

Durir^g  thefe  tranfaftions,  Nicanor,  having  heard  .that  Nicanor 
Judas  was  in  the  land  of  Samaria,  marched  againft  him  ma^rckes  t$ 
with  an  ,army  of  thirty-five  thoufand  men  ;  and  as  he  ftill  ^''^^*  ^^e 
trufted-more  to  his  political  ftratagems  than  to  his  ftrength,  7^'^^* 
he  refolvcd  to  attack  him  on  the  fabbath,  not  doubting 
but  the  Jews  would,  as  formerly,  choofe  to  be  all  mur- 
dered, rather  than  fight  on  that  day.     His  impious  defign 
did  not  long  pafs  unpuniflied ;  for  whilft  he. was  encamped 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bethoron,  Judas  marched  im-  Judas 
.niediately  againft  him  with  his  three  thoufand  men,  and  marchis 
encamped  near  Adafa,  a  place  about  thirty  furlongs  di-  ^^^^^fi 

^  I  Maccab.  vii.  3a,  &  feq.     %  Maccab.  xiv.  37,  &  feq.    See  alfo 
Jofcph.  Ant.  lib.  xii.  cap.  24.  ^  a  Maccab.  xiv.  37—46. 
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ftant  from  the  enemy.  ^  The  firft  thing  he  did  wa$  to  cnw 
courage  his  little  army  with  proper  texts  out  of  the  facrcd 
books.  To  affure  them  farther  of  the  divine  affiftance,  he 
acquainted  them  with  g  vifion  he  had  lately  had,  in  which 
Jie  faw  Onias,  the  worthy  high-prieft,  and  after  hini  the 

rophet  Jeremiah,   interceding  for   the   Jewilh  people. 

le  moreover  declared,  that  the  latter  had  prefented  hini 
with  a  fplendid  fword,  and  giv^n  tini  at  the  fame  time  an 
aflurance  of  a  complete  viSory.  This  fpeech  had  the  de- 
fired  ^W^ik^  and  his  men  were  pn  a  fudden  'fired  with 
fuch  courage,  that  they  routed  the  enemy  at  the  very  firft 
onfet.  Nicanor  being  killed  one  of  the  firft,  his  men 
were  feized  with  a  panic,  threw  down  their  ^rms,  and 
fought  in  vain  for  flielter :  Judas  purfued  them ;  arid  the 
Jews  of  the  neighbouring  cities  ftopping  their  flight,  killed 
them  all  to  a  man,  infomuch  that  there  was  not  a  Cngle 
perfon  left  to  carry  the  news  to  Antipch  (H). 

-This  viftory  afforded  the  Jewifli  nation  fome  peaceful 
intermiiBon.  Their  enemies  being  terrified  at  the  conti- 
nual fuccefles  of  their  leader,  fuffered  him  to  return,  and 
take  quiet  poffeffion  of  the  city  ;  which  his  fucceflbrs  were 
however  forced  to  quit  foon  after  to  the  then  fuperior 
power  of  the  Syrian  general,  and  apbftate  Alcimus,  who 
held  it  but  a  fliort  while,  and  for  the  laft  time,  as  the  fe-* 
quel  will  prefently  fliew.  During  this  peaceful  interval. 
Judas,  always  intent  on  the  intereft  of  his  religion  ana 
nation,  obfervihg  how  powerful  the  Romans  were  now 
grown,  and  how  faithfully,  they  then  protefted  and  aflifted 
their  friends,  refolved  to  procure  an  alliance  with  them^ 
which  might  prove  a  bulwark  againft  the  oppreffive  power 


(H)  This  battle  was  won  on 
the  thirteenth  day  pf  the  month 
Adar,  anfwering  to  our  Febru- 
ary ;  and  on  the  next  day.,  the 
body  of  Nicanor  being  foirnd 
among  the  ilain,  Judas  ordered 
his  head,  and  right  hand,  which 
he  had  {o  lately  lifted  up  with 
threatening  oaths  againft  the 
temple,  to  be  cut  off,  and  car- 
ried in  triumph  to  Jerufalepfx  \ 
'^here,  being  arrived  with  his 
army,  hecaufed  them  to  beex- 
pofed  to  the  view  of  Jews  and 
C^ntiles,  reminding  them  at 

the  fame  time,  that  thofe  were 

11.,..  #  ■» 


the  head  and  hand  of  the  pro- 
fane Nicanor,  who  had  fwofn 
the  total  deftru6tion  of  their 
facred  temple.  His  tongue  he 
likewife  ordered  to  be  cut  out, 
and  minced,  and  to  be  thrown 
to  the  birds,  and  his  head  and 
hand  to  be  hung  up  on  fome  of 
the  higheft  towers  of  that  city. 
After  the  ufual  rejoicings  for 
the  late  fuccefs,  a  public  anni- 
vcrfary  was  inftituted  by  the 
fanhedrim,  to  be  kept  by  future 
generations  on  the  thirteenth 
day  of  Adar,  by  the  nam^  of 
the  day  of  Nicanor^ 
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of  tlie  Syrians.    Eupolemus,  the  fon  of  John^  and  Jafon^ 
the  fon  of  Eleafar,  who  had  been  already  fent  witK  fuc- 
wfs  to  Seleucns  Philopator,  were  likewife  chofen  for  this 
embafTy.     Their  propofals  were  readily  accepted  by  the 
Roman  fenate,  and  a  decree  was  accordingly  niade,  and 
engraven  on  copper,  ih  order  to  be  fent  to  Jerufalem,  im- 
porting, that  the  Jews  were  thenceforth  acknowleged  as 
the  friends  and  alUes  of  the  Romans ;  that  both  nations 
ibould  be  ready  to  fuccour  each  other,  and  the  allies  of 
cither,  with  all  their  power,  and  in  no  cafe  fhould  affift 
their  enemies :  and  forafmuch  as  Demetrius  Soter  had 
been  complained  againft  to  the  fenate,  as  an  oppreflbr  of 
the  Jewilh  nation,  they  fent  a  letter  to  him,  enjoining  him    . 
for  the  future  to  forbear  all  hoftilities  againft  them,  and 
threatening  him  with  an  invafion  of  his  country  by  fea 
;ind  land,  in  cafe  he  did  not  comply  with  the  purport  of 
their  decree  ^    This  alliance  was  made  in  a  lucky  time  5 
for  whilft  it  was  tranfa£iing  at  Rome>  Demetrius>  having 
Kceived  the  news  of  Nieanor's  defeat  a^d  death,   was 
fending  the  right  wing,  that  is  to  fay,^  the  flower  of  his 
army,  into  Jiidsea,  with  Bacchides  and  Alcimus  at  their  ^/^/^^^ 
head.     It   confifted  of  twenty  thoufand  foot,    and   two  andBaC" 
tfeoufand  horfe.     With  thefe  Bacchides  entered  Galilee,  chiiUsfent 
and  took  the  city  of  Mafdoth  or  MaflSidoth,  in  the  ter-  ^^''^ 
ritoritfs  of  Arbela,  where   he  killed  a  great  number  of  •'*'  ^'* 
Jews.    From;  thence  they  marched  towards  Jerufalem ; 
but  being  told  that  Judas  was  retired  into  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Eleafa,  they  went  to  attack  him  there.    Judas 
had  then  but  three  thoufand  men  j  and  when  thefe  beheld 
the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy's  army,  tl^ir  hearts  failed 
them  fo  far,  that  only  eight  hundred  of  them  ftaid  with  3^^^^ 
him,  and  the  reft  conveyed  themfelves  away,  tq  the  great  ^^^^^„ 
fegret  of  their  valiant  chief,  who  was  how  ib   forely  ^  * 

Ereffed,  that  he  had  no  time  to  get  a  new  reinforcement, 
ut  muft  either  fight,  or  be  cut  in  pieces.  However, 
trufting  in  that  fuperior  aflSftance  which  had  accompanied 
him  hitherto,  he  encouraged  his  men  to  behave  gallantly ; 
and  a  fight  enfued,  which  lafte'd  from  morning  till  even- 
ing. Judas  obferving  that  the  enem/s  right  wing,  com- 
manded by  Bacchides,  was  the  ftrongeft,  made  a  refolute 
attack,  broke  and  purfued  it  as  far  as  Mourft  Azotus ; 
but,  in  the  mean  time,  the  left  having  quite  fu/rounded 
bim  and  his  men,  he  was  at  length  overborne  by  their 
numbers,  and  flain,  after  a  long  and  vigorous  defence  ;  andjlain. 

X   r  2  Macca^t  ubi  fupca^    Jo(eph.  xbi  firpm.  i 
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fo  that  he  fell  down  on  a  heap  of  his  enemies,  whom  he 
had  killed  (I). 

The  report  of  his  death  was  no  fooner  fpread  through 

Judaea,  than  it  gave  new  life  to  all  the  enemies  of  the 
ews  ;  fo  that  the  greateft  part  of  thefe  found  themfelves 
obliged,  partly  for  want  of  a  chief  of  known  valour  and 
conduft,  and  partly  through  a  grievous  famine,  which 
then  raged  in  the  land,  to  acknowlege  Bacchides  fpr  their 
governor.  Whilftj  therefore,  this  general  was  employed  in 
taking  all  proper  meafures  to  fecure  his  own  government, 
fome  of  the  principal  officers,  that  ferved  under  him,  were 
ordered  to  make  a  diligent  fearch  after  the  principal 
friends  and  adherents  of  the  Maccabees,  and  to  put  them 
to  the  mod  torturing  deaths;  infomuch  that  this  perfe- 
cution  feemed  to  exceed  all  that  they  had  fuffered  fincc 
.  their  return  from  Babylon,  and  caufed  as  general  a  defec- 
tion. Under  thefe  difmal  circumftances,  thofe  few,  who 
ftill  retained  a  love  for  their,  religion  and  country,  had  re- 
Ms  brother  ^ourfe  to  Jonathan,  fumamed  Apphus,  and  defired  him  to 
^^  ^'  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  Jewifli  forces,  and  to 
endeavour  to  flop  the  cruel  progrefs  of  the  Syrian  general. 
Jonathan  was  eafily  prevailed  upon,  and  began  toraife 
forces ;  but  Bacchides,  apprized  of  his  defign,  and  ad- 
vancing, forced  him  and  his  followers  to  retire  into  the 
deferts  of  Tekoah,  where  they  encamped  near  the  lake 
Afphar,  fecured  by  a  large  morafs  on  one  fide,  by  woods 
on  the  other,  and  the  Jordan  in  his  front  ■.  This  fituation, 
which  he  thought  very  advantageous  to  his  handful  of 
men,  becaufe  there  was  but  one  narrow  way  to  come  at 
them,  proved  the  very  reverfe,  when  they  came  to  engage 
the  enemy. 


0ndperfe^ 
futed. 


Jonathan 
fucceeds 


fo^cfd  to 
retire  to 
IfekoaA, 


•  I  Maccab.ix.  %%,  ad  55.    Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  xiii.  cap.  x. 


(I)  When  the  news  of  his 
death  reached  Jerufalem,  the 
whole  city  was  filled  with  in- 
expreflible  forrow.  An  univerr 
fal  mourning  was  made  fqr 
him  ;  and,  in  imitation  of  that 
which  David  made  for  Saul  and 
Jonathan,  they  fung  thefe  lines 
pf  his,  **  How  is  the  mighty 
fallen  !  How  is  the  preferyer 
pf  Ifrael  flaio  !"  However,  his 


body  did  not  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy ;  it  was  carried 
off  by  his  two  brothers.  Jona- 
than and  Simon,  and  buried  in 
the  fepulchre  of  his  father  at 
Modin.     Thus  died  the  brave 

iewilh  general,  fix  years  after 
is  father  Mattathias,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  his  brother  Jona- 
than (i). 


(1)  I  Maccab.  iz«  i»  U  fcq.  ad  si. 


In 
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In  the  mean  time,  hearing  that  Bacchides  was  m  full 
march  againft  him^  hb  firft  care  was  to  fecure  the  etFe£ls 
and  equipage  of  his  followers.   The  Nabathaeans  were  then 
at  peace  with  them.     John  therefore^  the  brother  of  Jo- 
nathan, was  fent  at  the  head  of  a  convoy,  to  depofite  thofe 
moveables.     But  in  his  way  he  was  furprifed  by  the  Jam-  John  iiiltd 
brians  (K),  who,  iiTuing  out  of  their  city,  fell  upon  him,  ly  thi 
flew  him  and  his  men,  and  carried  away  all  their  baggage.   I'^^hri" 
This  injury  did  not  pafs  long  unrevenged.    Jonathan  being  ^'i^t    •- 
informed  that  a  great  wedding  was  to  be  celebrated  at  Me-  re<veng$  om 
daba,  between  one  of  the  Jambrian  chiefs,  and  a  daugh-  thim. 
ter  of  a  Canaanitifh  prince,  laid  an  ambufh  behind  a  hill, 
on  the  road  by  which  the  bride  was  to  be  condu6t:ed  j  and 
as  foon  as  the  company,  which  was  very  numerous,  and 
of  both  fexes,  was  come  nigh  enough,  fell  upon  them, 
ailed  to  the  number  of  four  hundred,  and  carried  away 
the  plunder. 

As  foon  as  Bacchides  heard  of  this  retaliation  upon  the  Baechlda 
Jambrians,  he  advanced  with  his  army,  refolved  to  attack  comes  a- 
the  Jewifh  general  on  the  (abbath  ;  and  Jonathan  found  g^i^ft  ^^ 
himfelf  in  no  fmall  diftrefs.     He  was  hemmed  in  on  all  J'^'* 
fides ;  and  his  men  were  with  diflSculty  prevailed  upon  to 
ftand  in  their  own  defence  ;  for  they  were  diflieartened  at 
feeing  the  fuperior  number  of  the  enemy  5  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  very  unwilling  to  profane  the'fabbath.     At 
length,  Jgnathan  finding  himfelf  prefled  by  the  enemy  on 
one  fide,  and  on  the  other  by  the  relu6lancy  of  his  men  to 
^^^gage  them,  he  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  latter  in  the  fol- 
lowing fhort,  but  pathetic  fpeech :  **  Come  on,  and  let 
118  fight  for  our  lives ;  for  it  is  not  now  with  us^  as  it  was 
in  time  pad :  you  fee  plainly  that  the  battle  is  both  before 
and  behind  us,  and  the  Jordan  on  this,  and  the  morafs 
and  the  wood  on  that  fide.     Neither  is  there  a  place  left 
for  us  to  turn  afide  to.     Wherefore  now  cry  ye  unto  hea-  ' 

yen,  that  ye  may  be  delivered  out  of  the  hand  of  your 
enemies.-  As  foon  a$  he  had  done  fpeaking,  his  men, 
partly  through  his  encouragement,  partly  through  defpair, 
made  a  bold  pufh  at  the  enemy,  and  killed,  a  good  num- 
ber of  them  on  the  firft  onfct.  But,  finding  themfelves  at  Jonathan 
laft  unable  to  cope  with  fuch  an  army,  the  whole  body  /«' '« 
plunged  into  the  river,  and  fwam  to  the  other  fide,  after  -flk^* 

(K)  Thefe  were  a  tribe  of  ly  one  of  the  cities  which  the 
the.  plundering  Arabs,  who  Moabites  tobk  from  the  tribe 
|iM  then  at  M edaba,  former-    of  Reuben. 

having 
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baving  killed  about  a  thoufaod^  or,  according  to  Jofephns, 
two  ihoufand  of  the  enemy  ^ 
BacchUes        Bacchides,  now  convinced  that  they  would  fight  on  the 
returtisto     fabbath,  as  well  as  on  other  days,  did  not  think  fit  to  purfuc 
jfiirujaiem*  them  any  farther,  but  returned  with  his  army  to  Jerufa- 
lem,  and  there  gave  orders  for  fortifying  and  garrifoning 
fuch  places  as  were  moft  likely  to  keep  the  Jews  in  awe^i 
and  to  oblige  the  Maccabitifli  party  to  fubmit.     Among 
thofe  were  Bethoron,  Jericho,  Emmaus,  Beth-el,  Thim- 
natha,  Bethfura,  and  fome  others,  efpecially  the  fprtre& 
of  Aera,  into  which,  befides  a  new  fupply  of  men,  armSji 
and  proviCons,  he  fent  the  children  of  fome  of  the  prin- 
cipal Jews  to  be  kept  as  hoftages,  to  prevent  their  parents 
and  relations  from  going  over  to  Jonathan  and  his  party, 
Yr.  of  Fl.  At  the  fame  time,  the  apoftate  Alcimus,  finding  himfelf 
«iS8.      mafter  of  Jerufalem,  gave  orders  for  demolifliing  the  walj 
Ante  Chr.  ^f  ^be  temple,  which  inclofed  the  court  of  the  priefts  from 
'  ^'       that  of  the  people,  which  had  been  formerly  built  by  the 
.  i/fi««/       diredlion  of  the  prophets  Haggai  and  Zachary.    But  he 
^^  had  fcarce  begun  the  work  before  he  was  ftcuck  with  a 

dead  palfy,  fo  that  he  died  without  being  able  to  utter  a 
word,  or  to  take  any  care  of  his  houfe.  After  his  death, 
Bacchides,  having  by  this  time  brought  all  Judaea  into 
fubjeftion,  thought  he  had  no  farther  bufinefs  there,  but 
returned  to  Antioch,  and  left  the  Jews  and  heathens  to 
live  in  peace  ". 

Jonathan,  and  his  party,  made  the  beft  of  this  fiiort  in« 

terval  to  fecure  themfelves;  fothat  they  lived  quietly,  and 

without  miftruft,  for  the  fpace  of  two  years.    This  feca* 

Yr.  of  Fl.  ^^^1  g^ve  his  enemies  an  opportunity  to  make  a  frefli  at- 

4190.       tempt  upon  him,  by  inviting  Bacchides  to  furprile  and 

Ante  Chr.  deftroy  the  whole  party,  which  they  fent  him  word  might 

'^^'       be  done  in  one  night.   Demetrius,  who  had  been  by  this 

Bacchides    ^^"^^  acknowleged  king  of  Syria  by  the  Romans,  and  had 

fent  afrejb    niade  anew  alliance  with  them,  having  now  nothing  to 

figainjUhe    fear  from  that  fide,   was  eafily  perfuaded  to  fend  Bacchic 

^ews.         deswith  a  powerful  army  into  Judaea.     As  foon  therefore 

^^^f.a        as  this  general  arrived  in  that  country,  he  fent  letters  to 

%Qnathan     ^^^^  of  his  party,  with  orders  to  feize  Jonathan  and  his 

men,  and  to  bring  them  to  him,  according  to  agreement. 

This  plot,  however,  had  not  been  carried  on.  with  fuch 

fecrecy,   but  that  vigilant  chief  had  notice  of  it   time 

enough,  both  to*  defeat  it>  and  to  puni(h  thole  traitors  by 

t  i  Maccab.  ubi  fupra*    Jofephri^lfupra*         «  i  Maccab^tbid. 
Jofcphi  Antiq.  lib.  xiii.  cap,  »• 

whom 
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vhom  it  had  been  hatched ;  for  he  caipe  fwdderfy  upon 
Aem,  took  fifty  of  ^ the  chief  popfpirators,  and  put  them  defeat^. 
Jill  to  death  ;.  after  which  Execution,  the  reft  were  foon 
difperfcd*,     ,  * 

Neverthelefo,  Jonathan  undcrftandtng.  that  Bacchides 
was  coming  againft  him^  and  finding  himfclf  by  fat  too 
weak  to  withftand  fo  great  a  force,  retired  to  B'ethbafi,  or, 
as  Jofephus  calls  it,  Bcthlagani,  a  place  ftrongly  fituate  in 
4e  defert  qf  Jericho,  which  he  arid  his  brother  Simon 
fortified,    and   filled  with   all  neqeffjiry  provifions  fo'r  a 
fiegc,    Bacchides  came  according  to  his  expedtation,  and  jgnathan 
laid  clofe  fiege  to  the  place  with  his  numerous  army,  which  bifieged  by 
he  had  increafed  with  all  his  adhercntsan  Judaea.     As  the  BAC€hid$4m 
fiege  was  like  to  laft  long,  Jonathan,  after  a  vigorous  dc- 
fcnce^  left   the  place  under  the  care  of  his  brothei*,  and 
with  a  fmall  brigade  went  out  to  make  excqrfions.     Croif. 
jpg  the  country  he  defeated  Odonarcbes,  and  his  brethren, 
fmd  the  fons  of  Pbafiron  in  their  tents.     Thefe,  we  fup- 
jofe,  were  part  of  the  feefieging  hoft.     From  thence  he 
went  6a,  attacked  ^nd  annoyed  other  parts  of  their  camp» 
jod  forced  Bacchides  10  advance  to  their  affiftance  j  whidi 
xsodon  being  perceived  by  Simon  from  witbiOr  he  made  a 
ngoroqs  fally,  burnt  their  engine$j;  then,  falling  upon 
)iis  army,  dncomfited  it  on  one  fide,  whilft  bis  brother  DefeaU 
charged    it  on  the  pther.     Bacchides,    vexed  to  nae^t  him^ 
with  fucb  a  defeat,  where  he  expefted  an  Qafy  yi<J>ory, 
yeated  his  rag^  on  thofe  who  had  invited  him  out  of  Sy- 
ri?,  and  put  many  of  them  to  death,  refolving  to  raife  the  • 
iegc,  and  to  return  to  Antioch,  as  foon  as  he  fhould  find 
the  leaft  plaufiWe  pretence  for  relinquifhing  the  euter- 
prize.    Jonathan^  gueffing  the  fituation  of  his  mind,  fent  Mahs 
mm  fame  meffengera  with  propofal&,for  a  peace  ;  which  p'Mwith 
were  gladly  accepted,  and  foon  after  ratified  by  both  par-  ^'^* 
ties.    By  thefe  articles,  all  p6rfons  were  releafed  on  both 
fides  •,  and  Bacchides,  having  fworn  never  more  to  aft  of- 
fenfively  againft  Jonathasn,  departed  into  Syria,  and  punc- 
tually kept  his  oath  to  him  as  long  as  hq  lived.     It  feems 
likewife  by  thefe  articles,  that  Jonathan  was  left,  if  not 

i;overnor,  at  leaft  deputyrgovemor,  of  Judaea;    for,    as 
bon  as  Bacchide^  was  gone,  he  went  and  fettled  in  Mich-? 
mafli,  where  he  jtadged  Ifrael,  pretty  near  like  the  an-  Ju^es  tk$ 
cicnt  judges^    He  began  with  making  a  fevere  example  Jrwst 
of  the  apoftate  Jews,   wiio  were'  the  caufe  of  all   the 
Wars  and   perfecutipns  that  fell  upon  their  nation,  from 

?  I  Mftccab.  i3C,  57,  ad  6i«    Jofeph*  ^nt-  lib.  xiii.  cap.  i^ 

the? 
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reforms  ^^  rcign  of  Antiochus  Kpiphanes^  downwards  to  that 
4tnd  *  time.  Then  he  fet  about  reforming  the  Jewifli  church 
Jirengthens  and  ftatc.  So  that  from  this  time  Judsea  began  to  enjoy 
^^Vi?"^^*  a  perfeft  peace,  and  free  exercife  of  their  religibn,  the 
**  '^   '*     happy  efFedb  of  their  general's  valour  and  piety  y. 

Soon  after  this  pacification,  the  troubles  that  happened 
in  Syria,  gave  the  Jews  a  fair  opportunity  of  wholly  re- 
covering their  liberty,  and  raifing  themfelves  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree of  importance,    that  their   friendfhip  was  courted 
alike  by  the  fovereigns  of  Syria  and  Egypt.    Demetrius, 
who  fo  feelingly  knew  their  ftrengtb  and  bravery,  had 
mod  caufe  to  prevent  their  declaring  for  his  competitor 
Yr.  of  Fl.  Alexander  Balas.     With  this  view,   he  wrote  a  letter  to 
*»95-      Jonathan,  full  of  expreffions  of  the  fincereft  friendihip 
Ante  Chr.  ^^^  confidence,  in  which  he  gave  him  full  power  to  levy 
'^^'       what  forces  he  Ihould  think  fit,  and  to  caufe  new  arms  tp 
Demetri'     be  fabricated  ;  and  declared  him  his  new  friend  and  ally. 
mss  letter    In  the  end,  he  added  an  order  for  fetting  at  liberty  all  the 
to  Jona'      hoftages  which  had  been  fent  by  Bacchides  into  the  for- 
*^'  trefs  of  Acra,  and  had  been  detained  there  ever  fince,  not- 

withftanding  the  late  peace.  As  foon  as  Jonathan  had  r^ 
ccived  the  letter,  he  brought  it  to  Jerufalem,  caufed  it  to  be 
read  before  that  garrifon,  and  demanded  that  the  hoftages 
Ihould  bp  delivered.  The  people,  feeing  how  great  a 
power  he  was  now  inverted  with,  dared  not  hefitate  about 
the  matter;  bpt  immediately  complied  with  his  demand; 
after  which  tranfaftion,  Jonathan  found  his  army  increafc 
exceedingly.  On  the  other  hand,  thofe  garrifons  which 
Bacchides  had  left  in  feveral  ftrong  places  of  Judaea  above 
mentioned,  finding  themfelves  too  weak  to  withftand  him, 
forfook  them,  and  fled  (L). 

When  Alexander  upderftood  what  a  powerful  friend 

Jonathan  was  like  to  prove  to  the  fide  he  fliould  declare 

himfdf  for,  and  the  favours  which  Demetrius  had  lately 

bribed  him  with,  he  refolved  to  outbid  him,  and  to  draw 

JlijfOJt'       him  to  his  intereft.     He  fent  him  a  moft  obliging  letter, 

<//r'i  leiier  'in  which  hebeftowed  the  high-priefthood  on  him,  and  ac- 

t9  him*         companied  it  with  rich  prefents,  and  among  them  a  purple 

robe,  and  a  golden  crown.     Jonathan  readily  accepted  of 

7  I  Mace,  ubi  fupra,  verf.  6ft,  ad  fin.    Antiq.  lib.  xiii.  cap.  2. 

(L)  Thofe  only  of  Bethfura  meet  with  their  juft  deferts,  re* 

and  Acra,  which  were  moflly  folved  toftand  it  out  to  the  laft, 

'  •  filled  with  ap.ftate  Jews,  not  and  either  furrenderupon  fafc 

daring  to  follow  their  example,  terms,  or  to  die  fword  in  hand. 

leil  they  ihould  bepurfued,  aud 

thei9» 
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tbem,  putting  on  the  prieftly  veftments,  on  the  feaft  of  Yr,  of  FL 
Tabernacles  y,  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  government,  and      *»9^*  • 
in  the  fcventh  month  of  that  year.    However,  as  he  would  "^"^^  ^^^* 
not  feem  wholly  to  receive  that  dignity  from  a  prince,       '^*' 
whofe  right  to  the  Syrian  crown  was  fo  juftly  fufpedled,  Jonathan 
he  reinforced  his  appointment,  by  the  fuffirages  of  the  made  higk^ 
Jewifh  nation.  /'•f^: 

Beiiiig  thus  inverted  with  the  dignity  of  high-prieft,  his  ^^*^^*^*^ 
firft  care  was  to  raife  new  forces,  and  to  caufe  a  great    » * 
number  of  arms  to  be  made,  refolving  to  fide  with  Alex- 
ander.    When  Demetrius  found,  that  his  competitor  was 
likely  to  deprive  him  of  fo  important  an  ally,  he  fpared 
neither  favour  nor  promifes  to  attach  him  to  his  intereft : 
he  (cnt  him  a  long  letter,  couched  in  the  moft  obliging  Dgf^g^ 
terms,  wherein  he  artfully  difguifed  his  refentment  for  his  trius*sfi^ 
defedlion,  under  the  greateft  profcflions  of  confidence  in  twdUtttr 
his  friendfhip  and  loyalty;  in  acknowlegement  of  which,  '*  ^'*'* 
and  to  bind  him  ftiil  fafter  to  his  intereft,  he  promifed 
him  a  general  relaxation  of  all  arrears,  an  exemption  from 
future  tribute,  imports,  or  taxes,  a  free  exercife  of  the 
Jewifli  religion,  with  many  other  coneeflions  and  privi- 
leges, vaftly  exceeding  thole  which  Alexander  had  made 
to  him,  and  too  great  indeed  to  be  really  defigned  by  that 
monarch.     The  memory  of  the  many  mifchiefs  and  perfe- 
cutions  which  they  had  fo  lately  fufFered  under  him,  made 
Jonathan  fufpeft  the  fincerity  of  them ;  and  indeed  fuch  SuJ^&td 
was  the  charafter  of  that  prince,  and  the  prefent  fituation  ofinfince* 
of  bis  affairs,  that  they  might  well  extort  thofe  exorbi-  '''^^ 
tant  promifes  from  him,  without  any  real  intention  of 
performance.     However,  whether  through  refentment  or 
diffidence,  Jonathan  chofe  rather  to  enter  into  an  alli- 
ance with  his  competitor,  and  difclaimed  all  future  friend- 
fliip  with  a  man  whq  had  given  them  fo  many  feeling' 
proofs  of  his  hatred  to  their  nation  :  fo  that  from  this  time 
they  ftuck  clofe  to  Alexander's  intereft  *  j  and  it  was  lucky 
for  them  that  they  chofe  this  fide  ;  fince  Demetrius  was 
foon  after  defeated  and  killed  by  his  competitor; 

The  new  monarch  having,  by  that  decifive  battle,  made  Yr.  of  FI. 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  Syrian  crown,  forgot  not  to  exprefs      »i98- 
his  gratitude  to  the  Jewifh  chief;  he  invited  him  to  his  -A-ntcChr, 
liuptials,  to  which  Jonathan  went  with  a  numerous  re-        '^^* 
tinue,  and  was  received  with  great  marks  of  friendfliip  and 
efteem.    During  his  ftay  at  Ptolcmais,  where  they  were 
celebrated,  fome  difaffefted  Jews  came  to  exhibit  accu- 

'  ^Maccab.  x.  17,  &  feq.  Ant.  lib.  xiii.  cap.  5.  *  lid.  ib. 
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fat  ions  agamft  him;  but  the  kitie,  rcfolving  not  tolieif 
any  thing  agamft"his  friend,  cauled  a  proclamation  to  be 
made  through  the  city,  cxprefly  foi^bidding  any  fuch  com«i 
^onatharCf  plaint  to  be  brought  before  him.    To  mortify  hh  ene- 
^JfT^^^;f  niies  the  more,  he  caufed  htm  to.  fit  by  him,  cloathed  iti 
^"^'^'    purple,   confirmed  all  his  former  grants  to  him,  taidc 
him  generaliflimo  of  Judsea,  and  gave  him  feme  ether 
titles  and  governments  in  his  kingdom  y  all  which  favours 
caft  fuch  a  damp  upon  his  accufers,  that  they  fecretly  de- 
parted for  fear  of  farther  mifchief.     Jonathan^   on  the 
other  hand,  having  made  fonae  confiderable  prefents  to  the 
king  and  queen,    returned  into  Judsea  •* ;  highly  fatisfied 
with  his  reception,  and  much  more  with  his  choice  of  fuch 
•an  ally.     From  this  time  the  Jewifh  nation  became  more 
and  more  confiderable,  not  only  in  Judaea,  where  they  en- 
Jetus  in      joyed  every  branch  of  liberty,  whether  religious  or  civil^ 
^'gyp^  hut  in  other  countries  alfo,    and  particularly  in  Egypt  j 

highiyjff^     where  Ptolemy  Philometor,  and  his  fifter  and  wife  Cleo- 
patra, raifed  many  of  them  to  confiderable  ppfts,  both  at 
court  and  in  the  army,  intruded  them  with  the  keeping 
of  thdir  principal  fortrefles,  an4  even  the  command  of  their 
army  they  beftowed  upon  Onias  and  Dofitheus.     Thefe 
t\vo,  if  we  may  believe  Jofephus,  feem  to  haye  wholly 
ingrofled  the  king's  favour  during  his  whole  reign  (M). 
Yr.  of  Fl.       By  this  time  Alexander  having,  partly  by  his  negligence 
laoo.       and  debaucheries,  and  partly  by  the  tyranny  and  cruelties 
AfiteChr*  Qf  his  favourite  Ammonius,  alienated  the  afFedlion  of  his 
'^  *       fubjefts,  young  Demetrius  was  encouraged  to  kavc  his 
retirement  in  Cnidos,  and  make  an  effort  to  recover  the 

^  I  Maccftb.  ibid>  ver.  59,  ad  66.     Anti^.  jabi  fupra. 

(M)  The  misfortune   was,  eafily  procured  him  the  liberty 

that  Onias  could  not  be  fatis-  of  doing  it.    '. 

fied  with  it,  whilfl  he  fa\v  him-  -    This  edifice,  which  was  built 

felf  deprived  of  the  dignity  of  after  the  modelof  that  of  Jeru^ 

the  Jewifh  high-  priefthood,  and  falcm ,  but  neither  fo  large^  nor 

of  the  pleafure  of  performing  fo  fumptuous,  the  reader  may 

the  fun^ions  of  that  fnpreme  fee  defcribed  in  Jofephus.    It 

dignity,  which  hi^  birth  entitled  was  furrounded  with   a  very 

him  to.  Since,  therefore,  there  flrong  ftone  waJC  and  had  the 

were  no  hopes,  that  Jonathan  altar  of  inCetife and  burot-ofier- 

would  ever  yield.tohim  thatof  ings, &c.  like  that injudsea;  011- 

Jerufakna,    he  had  no  other  ly,  inilead  of  the  feven-  branch 

way  to   make  himfelf  amends  candleftick,    Onias    contented 

for  it,  but  by  fetting  up  a  new  himfelf  with  a  ilately  golden 

one  in  Egypt;    and  his  great  lamp,which  hung  from  the  roof 

credit  with  the  king  and  ijueen  by  a  chain  of  the  fame  metal. 

crown. 
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crown.    Apollonius,  then  governor  of  Coelefyria  and  Pa- 
Icftine,  revolted  to  him,  whilfl:  Jonathan,  remembering 
his  alliance  and  obligations,  ftuck  clofe  to  Alexander's  in- 
tcreft.     Apolloniusa  therefore,  having  aflembkd  a  confi- 
derable  army,  marched  againft  him  as  far  as  Jamnia  ;  but 
not  daring  to  advance  farther  into  the  mountainous  parts 
of  Judaea,  for  fear  of  loling  the  benefit  of  his  cavalry,  he 
lent  him  a  daring  meffagc  to  come  and  fight  him  in  the 
plain  country.     Jonathan  readily  accepted  the  challenge,  Jonathan 
and  marched  from  Jerufalem  to  Joppa,  at  the  head  of  ten  challenged 
thoufand  men,  and  in  his  way  was  met  by  his  brother  Si-  ^  ^poU9'' 
mon,  with  a  reinforcement.     The  town,  being  garrifoned*  ^'""^' 
by  the  troops  of  Apollonius,  fhut  their  gates  againft  the 
Jcwifh  general,  and  obliged  him  to  take  it  by  fiege,  an  at- 
chievement  which  he  quickly  finifhed  almoft  in  fight  of 
the  enemy's  army.      Apollonius  advanced  againft  him  with 
eight  thoufand  foot^  and  three  thoufand  horfe,  leaving  a 
thoufand  behind  to  furprife  the  Jews  in  the  rear,  whilft 
he  attacked  them  in  front,  and  made  a  feint,  as  if  he 
was  marching  with  the  former  fouthward  towards  Azo- 
tus.    Jonathan  came  out  as  he  expefted,  and  Apollonius 
facing  about,  fell  upon  him,  not  doubting  but  his  ftrata- 
gem  would  gain  him  a  complete  vi£bory.     But  he  foon 
round  his  projeG  fruftrated  by  the  experienced  Jewifh  ge- 
neral, who,  having  drawn  up  his  army  in  the  figure  of  an 
oblong  fquare,  not  unlike  the  Macedonian  phalanx,  Jiis 
troops  bore  the  fliock  of  the  battle  on  both  fides  with  un-. 
ufual  firmnefs  till  the  evening,  when  Jonathan,  obfcrving 
the  enemy's  horfe  to  be  quite  fpent,  rufhed  on  a  ludden 
upon  the  foot,  which  was  now  deftitute  of  the  cavalry,  Defeait 
and  totally  routed  them.    The  greateft  part  fled  to  Azo-  him* 
tus,  and  took  (belter  in  the  temple  of  Dagon,  whither 
the  Jewifli  army  purfued  them  ;  and,  having  made  them- 
felves  mafters  of  the  town,  fet  it  on  fire,   not  fparing 
the  temple.      The   number   of  the    flain   amounted  to  > 
eight  thoufand.     From  Azotus  Jonathan  went  and  plun- 
dered fome  other  neighbouring  towns ;  only  that  of  Afca- 
lon,  which  met  him  with  prefents,  and  compliments  of 
fubmiflion,  wasfparedj  after  which  exploits,  they  return- 
ed to  Jerufalem,  loaden  with  rich  plunder.     Alexander^   Alexan* 
hearing  of  Joiiathan's  fidelity  and  viftory,  fent  him  a  pre-  ^s/*S^^ 
fent  of  a  rich  buckle  or  clafp,.  fuch  as  thofe  only  of  the  J^'^^^'  ^*   • 
royal  family  ufed  for  faftening  their  purple  mantle  to  the- 
flvoulder :  he  gave  him  alfo|the  city  and  territory  of  Ekron, 
and  fome  other  marks  of  his  efteem  ^ 

«  I  Maccab.  x»  74,  ad  £n« 
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On  Philomctor's  coming  with  his  army  into  Palefiin^^ 
on  pretence  to  fuccour  his  fon-in-law,  fome  of  the  cne^  ' 
xnies  of  the  Maccabees  tried  to  render  them  odious  to 
him,  by  {hewing  him  the  devaftations  they  had  lately 
made,  particularly  the  ruins  of  Azotus,  and  of  the  tem- 
ple of  Dagon,  and  the  carcafes  of  thofe  they  bad  flain, 
which  were  ftill  above-ground.  But  that  prince,  what- 
ever his  rcafoni  were,  could  not  be  induced  to  Ihew  any 
refentment  againft  them.  On  the  contrary,  he  laid  all 
the  blame  upon  Apollonius  ;  and  when  Jonathan  came  to 
pay  him  a  vifit  at  Joppa,  with  a  numerous  retinue,  he 
favoured  him  with  the  moft  gracious  reception  *. 

This  prince,  having  given  the  kingdom  of  Syria,  and 
his  daughter  Cleopatra,  from  Alexander  to  young  Deme- 
trius, furnamed  Nicanor,  died  of  the  wounds  he  received 
in  the  laft  battle,  before  he  could  well  fettle  him  on  his 
throne.  Jonathan  therefore  took  this  opportunity,  Egypt 
being  then  embroiled  in  a  civil  war  about  the  fuccef&on, 
and  neither  able  nor  inclined  to  affift  the  new  Syrian 
king,  to  begin  the  fiege  of  Acra,  which  was  ftill  garrifoned 
by  Syrian  troops,  and  always  ready  to  annoy  the  Jews 
going  to  and  from  Jerufalem.  He  wanted  neither  forces 
nor  engines  to  form  it  in  the  heft  manner ;  but  in  the 
height  of  the  fiege,  complaint  having  been  made  of  it  to 
the  young  king,  he  was  forced  to  leave  it>  and  appear  be- 
fore him  at  Ptolemais.  However,  he  gave  orders  that  it 
fhould  be  carried  on  with  the  fame  vigour  as  if  he  himfelf 
had  been  prefent ;  then,  taking  with  him  fome  of  the 
moft  confide rable  priefts  and  elders  of  his  nation,  he  re- 
paired to  court,  where  he  pleaded  his  caufe  fo  well  before 
that  prince,  and  fupported  it  with  fuch  prefents,  that  he 
was  received  into  his  favour  and  friendfhip,  and  quite  dif- 
comfited  his  ac(;ufers,  who  werefent  away  with  difgracc. 
Nicanor  confirmed  him  in  his  pontifical  dignity,  inroUed 
him  in  che  higheft  place  among  his  friends;  and,  for  the 
annual  tribute  of  three  hundred  talents,  releafed,  not  only 
Judaea,  but  alfo  the  three  toparchies  of  Lydda,  Aphare- 
ma^  and  Ramatha  (N),  from  all  future  taxes  whatfoever**. 


^  I  Maccab.  xi.  4»  &  feq. 

(N)  Thcfe  three,  with  their 
territories,  had  been  difmem- 
bcred  from  Samaria  fome  time 
before,  and  joined  to  Judsea  ; 
and  the  late  Demetrius,  in  his 
courting  letter  to  Jonathan, 
confirmed  to  him  the  poifeffion 


«  Jofeph.  Ant.  lib.  xiii.  cap.  S. 

and  immunities  of  them  ;  and 
now  the  prefcnt  king  renew* 
the  fame  grant,  and  allots  the 
revenues  of  it  towards  the 
maintenance  of  the  fervice  of 
the  temple,  and  of  the  priefts 
on  dutjr. 

Jonathan 
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jonatiian,  upon  his  return  to^  Jerufalem,  redoubled  his  Yr.  of  Fi. 
attacks  againft  the  fortrefs  ;  but  finding  that  it  was  likctb       1*03. 
holdout  long,  and  coft  him  dear,  he  bethought  himfelf  Ante  Chr. 
df  procuring  an  order  from  the  king,  for  the  evacuation         ^^' 
both  of  that  and  fome  other  places,  from  which  he  com- 
plained to  hira  the  garrifons  were  ftiil  aiinoying  the  Jews. 
He  chofe  a  lucky  jundlure  for  fending  this  requeft  :    for 
Demetrius,  having  a  little  before  difbanded  his  troops, 
had  given  occafion  to  that  revolt  which  Tryphon  raifed  at 
^ntioch.     He  was  therefore  glad  to  grant  it  to  him,  upon 
condition   he  fhould   affift   with  fopie  ?of  his  forces   to 
quell  the  rebels  -y  and  it  appears  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Se- 
leucidse,  how  effeftually  the  three  thoufand  men,  which 
he  fent  him,  anfwered  his  purpofe,  at  the  fame  time  re- 
taliating on  the  Antiochians  the  many  cruelties  which  thofe 
of  their  own  nation  had  formerly  fufFered  from  the  Syrians, 
both  in  Judaea  and  elfewhere  ^     Demetrius,  however,  iti'  BfmitH' 
dead  of  performing  his  promife  to  Jonathan,  broke  even  »iV  trea-" 
thofe  whicB  he  had  made  to  him  at  Ptolemais,  and  began  ^^^^y  ^o  thi 
to  infill  on  his  paying  all  the  taxes  and  cuftoms  wJiich  he  ^^^^"" 
had  remitted  to  him  at   that  interview.     But  it  was  not  ^^  '  * 
long  before  a  new  infurreftion,  in  which  he  was  driven 
out  of  his  kingdom  by  Antiochus,  the  fon   of  Alexander, 
made  him  repent  of  his  perfidy  to  the  Jews,  and  of  his 
tyranny  to  his  own  fubje£ts. 

The  new  king  did  not  forget  to  fecure  the  Jewifh   ge*-  y,.^  ^f  f\^ 
neral  to  his  intereft  ;  he  confirmed  all  the  former  grants,       22^4.. 
and  added  feme  others  to  them  :  he  made  his  brother  Si-  Aote  Chr, 
mon  general  of  all  his  forces,  and  governor  of  all  the  fea-        '^* 
coafts,  from  the  Ladder  of  Tyre  to  the  frontiers  of  Egypt,  ji„(iQchus 
upon  condition  that  thofe  two  brothers  fhould  declare  for  ffjounts  the 
him.    Jonathan  was  eafily  prevailed  upon  to  forfake  his  Syrian 
old  treacherous  ally,  and  to  accept  the  offers  of  the  new  thront* 
fovereign.     He    fent  immediately  an   cmbaffy  of  thanks, 
to  aflure  him  of  his  beft  fervices.     The  two  Jewifh  gene- 
rals, having  obtained  their  commiflion,  afiembled  a  good 
army,  croffed  the  Jordan,  and  defeated  Demetrius's  troops 
that  were  fent  to  make  a  diverfion  in  Galilee.     In  this  ex- 
pedition Jonathan  was  in  imminent  danger  of  being  cut 
in  pieces  by  the  enemy :   he  had  encamped  near  the  lake 
of  Genezareth,  and  was  advancing  early  one  morning  to- 
wards Azor  5  in  his  march  he  fell  unexpectedly  into  an  Jonathan 
ambufli,  which  had  been  placed  among  the  defiles  of  the  falls  into 
mountains  to  furprife  him.     As  foon  as  he  perceived  his  anambufi^ 

'  I  Mace*  xi.  41,  &  feq. 
Vol.  Ill,  H  danger. 
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danger,  he  difpofed  his  men  for  a  brave  defence  ;  but  the 
greateft  part  of*  them,  being  feized  with  a  panic,  forfook 
him,  and  fled  ;  fo  that  he  was  left  with  only  fifty  refolutc 
adherents,  and  two  of  his  commanding  officers,  Matta- 
thias  and  Judas.  With  thefe  he  faced  about,  and  fought 
fo  defperately,  that  the  enemy  began  to  give  way ;  which 
being  perceived  at  a  diftance  by  his  runaways,  they  ral- 
lied, and  renewed  the  fight  with  fuch  vigour,  that  they 
gained  a  complete  viftory,  and  purfued  the  Demetrianfif 
to  their  very  camp  at  Cadefli  s  ;  after  this  incident  Jona- 
than fent  his  brother  to  befiege  Bethfura^  which  had  till 
then  been  garrifoned  by  heathens  and  renegado  Jews,' 
whilft  he  himfelf  went  and  fecured  fome  of  the  principal 
cities  of  that  province  ;  particularly  Afcalon,  which  open- 
ed its  gates  to  him ;  Gaza,  which  he  forced  to  furrender ; 
and,  in  a  word,  all  the  towns  from  thence  to  Damafcus, 
Simon,  on  his  fide,  having  made  himfelf  matter  of  Bcth- 
fura,  freed  the  neighbourhood  from  the  continual  infults 
of  that  garrifon,  and  returned  to  Jerufalem,  whither  he 
was  foon  followed  by  Jonathan. 

Thefe  fuccefles  of  the  two  brothers  abroad,  had  ftruck 
fuch  a  damp  into  their  enemies  at  'home,  that  they  found 
all  things  in  quietnefs  at  their  return.  However,  Jona- 
than did  not  think  fit  to  truft  to  the  gratitude  of  the  new 
king,  to  whom  he  had  done  fuch  fignal  fervices;  but  fet 
about  means  of  preferving  the  peace  and  liberty  of  his  na- 
tion on  a  more  permanent  footing.  To  this  end  he  fent  a 
new  embaffy  to  Rome  to  renew  his  alliance  with  the 
fenate,  which  was  executed  with  great  readinefs  on  their 
part.  In  their  return,  his  ambafladors  were  ordered  to 
a£i:  the  fame  part  with  the  Lacedaemonians,  and  other 
Grecian  ftates>  with  whom  they  were  in  friendflirp ;  there 
too  they  executed  their  commiffion  with  all  imaginable 
fuccefs.  In  their  addrefs  to  the  Lacedaemonians,  the  fub- 
fiance  of  which  the  reader  will  find  in  thi  note  (O),  they 

reminded 
e  I  Mace.  xi.  67,  &  feq. 


(O) "  Jonathan,  high-pried, 
with  the  elders  and  priells  of 
the  Jewilh  nation,  unto  the 
cphori,  fenate,  and  people  of 
Lacedxmon,  their  brethren, 
greeting : 

•*  Whereas  we  have  found, 
^mong  our  records,  .  a  letter 
long  fince  written  by  Arius, 


one  of  your  kings,  to  Onias, 
formerly  high-prieft  of  the 
Jews,  wherein  he  exprefled 
your  friend  (111  p  and  affinity  to 
our  nation,  which  affinity  we 
acknovvleged  with  greater  ho- 
nour, becaufe  we  find  it  con- 
firmed by  our  facred  books  : 
we  have  fent  thefe  our  depu- 
ties 
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rtmlndedthem  of  a  letter  formerly  fentto  their  high-prieft 
(Onias  III.)  by  the  Spartan  king  Arius,  and  inclofed  a 
copy  of  it  with  their  own.     But  whilft  thefe  alliances  were 
tranfafting,    news   was  brought  to   Jonathan,   that    the 
Demetrian  generals,  whom  he  had  lately  defeated,  were 
advancing  towards  him  with  a  more  numerous  army.     To  Invadtdhif 
prevent,  therefore,  their  entering  Judsea,  he  marched  out^^*  ^Jf' 
with  the  utmoft  expedition  at  the  head  of  his  forces,  re-  ^^^^^* 
folving,  if  poffible,  to  attack  them  in  their  own  territories. 
He  made  fuch  good  fpeed,  that  he  reached  Amathis,  a 
place  on  the  frontiers  of  Syria,  and  encamped  over-againft 
them.     Their  defign,  it  feems,  was  to  furprife  his  camp 
on  the  following  night ;  but  Jonathan,  having  timely  no- 
tice of  it,  kept  his  men  under  arms  all  that  night,  ready 
to  receive  them  ;  which  vigilance  being  perceived  by  the 
enemy,  they  retired  immediately  into  their  camp;  where  ^hey  leave 
having  lighted  a  good  number  of  fires  to  conceal  their  tfuircamp^ 
flight,    they   forfook  it,    and    marched   off  unperceived. 
When  the;  morning  gave  the  Jews  notice   of  their  flight, 
Jonathan  ftrove  in  vain  to  purfue  them ;  they   were   al- 
ready far  beyond  the  Eleutherus  before  he  could  reach  that 
river.     To  make  himfelf  therefore  fome  amends  for   his 
difappointment,    he  fell  upon    fome   Demetrian  Arabs,  Jonath4M 
whom  he  defeated,  and  carried  off  a  confiderable  booty ;  H^^lf^^  . 
and  from  thenCe  paffing  through  Damafcus,  making  ex-     '    '^^  '* 
curfions  all  the  way,  he  arrived  at  Jerufalem**. 

b  I  Mace.  xi.  62,  ad  fin.  Antiq.  lib.  xiii.  cap  9. 

ties  to  you,  to  renew  the  faid  your  friendfhip   and    alliance, 

alliance  and  brotherly    union  yet  we  have  hitherto  forboni  to 

with  you,    left  we   (hould  be  be  chargeable  or  troublefome 

thouj^ht  unmindful  of  it,  by  to  you,  during  all  the  grievous 

reafon  of    the    long    interval  wars  and  perfecutions  which  we 

which  has  elapfed  lince  the  re-  have  been  expbfed  to  from  our 

ceipt  of  it.  tyrannous     neighbours ;     but 

>SBe  it  therefore  known  un-  now  fince  Heaven  has  bleft  us 

to  you,  that  we  have  had  you  with  better    times,    we    have 

always   in  our  minds,  both  in  thought  fit  to  fend  to  you  Nu- 

our  folemn  feftivals,  and  in  our  menius  and  Antipater,  our  late 

praj^ers  and  faerifices,  as   our  deputies  to  the  Roman  fenate, 

brethren  and  allies,    rejoicing  with  frefli  offers  of  our  beft  fer- 

atyour  fuccefles,  and  behold-  vices  to  you,  not  doubting  but 

ing  wirh  pleafure  the  profpe-  they  will  be  as  heartily  accept- 

riry  and  fplendor  of  your  re-  ed  by  you  as  they  are  tendered 

public.     As  for  us,  though  we  by  us  (2)." 
thought  ourfelves  honoured  by 

(i)  Jofeph»  Antiq.  lib.  xiii.  cap.  9. 
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Simon^s  In   the  midflk  of  thefe  tranfa£lians,  Simotl,  Who  liad 

tare  rf  Air  been  left  to  take  care  of  Judaea  and  Galilee,  kept  a  watch- 
garrtjons,    £^j  ^y^  ^^^j.  ^\^q(^  places  he  had  lately  fecured  to  Aatiochus 
in  the  laft  of  thofe  provinces.     He  reviewed  the  garrifons 
of  Afcalon,  and  other  fortreffes  in  that  neighbourhodd  ^;• 
and  being  told  that  the  citizens  of  Joppa  were  inclined  to 
receive  a  Demetrian  governor,  he  reduced,  and  fecured  it 
with  a  ftrong  garrifon,  and  returned  to  join  liis  brother  at 
Judaea  and  Jerufalem.     Here  they  called  a  council,  wherein  it  was 
Jerufalem    refolved,  that  all  the   forts  and  fconces  of  Judaea  Ihould 
nenuforh'   -^^  forthwith   repaired  j    that    others  fhould    be  ercfted 
^  '  where  they  were  wanted ;  that  the  wall  of  the  city  fhould 

be  rebuilt ;  and  a  ne.w  wall  be  railed  between  Mount  Sion 
and  the  reft  of  the  city,  of  fijich  a  height,  as  might  effec- 
tually cut  off  all  communication  between  them ;  to  the  end 
that  the  garrifon  of  Acra,  being  thereby  deprived  of  all 
future  fupply,  might  be  the  fooner  either  forced  to  furren- 
dcr  or  ftarve.  All  thefe  refolutions  were  executed  with- 
out lofs  of  time  ;  fo  that  the  garrifon  of  Acra  was  foon 
obliged  to  furrender.  ' 

Jonathan         By  this    time  Jonathan    had    governed    the   Jewifh 
treacher^      ftate  near  feventten  years,  with. great  wifdom  and  fuc- 
^dVreThl'     ^^^^'  when  he  was  unhappily  decoyed  into  the  perfidious 
Tryphoa,      Tryphon's  power,  and  foon  after  murdered.     That  trai- 
tor knew  but  too  well  how  vara  it  would  be  to  attempt  to 
wreft  the  crown  from  the  young  monarch,  whiUt  he  had 
fo  faithful  and  powerful  an  ally ;    and  therefore  fpared 
neither  promifes,  oaths,  nor  any  other  treacherous  means, 
toperfuade  him  to  difband  his  numerous  army,  now  be- 
come, as  he  pretended,  ufelefs  and  burdenfome.     Jona-* 
Yr.  of  Fl.  than,  too  eafily  prevailed  upon  to   take  that  deftru&ive 
i»o«.      ftep,  was  foon  after  as  unhappily  decoyed  into  the  city  of 
AnteChr.   Ptolemais,  attended  only  by  one  thoufand   of  his  men, 
'^^*       who  were  all  treacheroufly  murdered  by  his  order,  and 
their  chief  only  fpared,  till  the  villain  had  obtained  a  large 
fum  from  Judaea  under  the  name  of  a  ranfom,  which  was 
no  foo"iier  paid,  than  Jonathan  fuffered  death.     When  the 
news  of  his  Jbeing  feized,  and  kept  prifoner,  and  of  the 
flaughter  of  his  men,  reached  Jerufalem,  the  whole  city 
was  in  the  utmoft  confternation.     They  doubted  not  but 
the  perfidious  murderer  would  foon  be  at  their  gates,  and 
be  joined  by  all  the  heathens  and  apoftate  Jews,  whom 
-.     ,  the  bravery  of  their  late  leader  had    hitherto  fuppreffed : 

prepares  ^"^  indeed  their  fears  were  but  too  well  grounded  ;  for 
to  invade  Tryphon  was  making  great  preparations  to  march  into 
Judaa.        Judaea,  with  full  refolution  to  extirpate,  if  pofEble,  the 

whole 
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whole  nation.  All  their  enemies,  who'  had  been  tiU  now 
kept  in  awe,  exulted  at  Jonathan's  fate.  They  began  to 
exprefs  an  impatient  defire  to  fee  the  land  once  more  in- 
vaded, and  to  threaten  the  Jews  with  a  fevere  retaliation^ 
Simon  was  now  the  only  furviving  fon  of  Mattathias  j  and 
the  courage  and  conduft  which  he  had  fhewed  hitherto, 
evinced  him  the  only  fit  perfon  to  fucceed  his  brother. 
An  aflembly  was  therefore  called  in  the  outer  court  of  the 
temple,  in  which  he  was,  by  their  unanimous  confent, 
defired  to  take  the  command  upon  him  5  a  tafk  which  he  Simon fuC" 
readily  undertook,  not  only  as  he  was  the  next  in  fuccef-  ^^^d'  ^if 
fion,  but  that  he  might  find  fome  means,  either  of  releaf-  ^'"o^^^^* 
ing,  or,  at  the  worft,  of  revenging,  his  worthy  brother. 
He  was  not  only  appointed  commander  in  chief  of  their 
forces,  but  even  promoted  to  the  dignity  of  high-prieft, 
in  which  office  he  was  folemnly  inftalled  (P). 

His  firft  care  was  to  finifh  the  fortifications  of  the  city 
with  all  fpeed,  and  to  get  together  an  army  fuflScient  to 
cope  with  Tryphon,  who  was  in  full  march  againft  him. 
That  traitor  perceiving  the  Jews  had  taken  fuch  fpirifed 
mcafures  fbr  their  defence,  thought  proper  to  temporize, 
and  foon  returned  to  Syria.     As  foon  as  he  was  gone.  Si-  Jonathan 
men  ordered  the  bodies  of  Antiochus  and  Jonathan,  with   \^j'  ^' 
histwofons,  whom  Tryphon  had  murdered,  to  be  fetched  Yf.  of  F1. 
from  the  pi  aces' where  they  died,  and   depofited  in   the      4205. 
fepulcbie  of  his  fathers  at  Modin,  where  a  (lately  monu-  Ante  Chr. 
ment  was  reared  over  them  *  (  Q  )•  '+3' 

His  — 
i  I  Mace.  xiit.  ip,  &  feq.    Antiq.  ubi  fupra. 

(P)  How  highly  foever  extolled  by  their  own  writers  to 
thofe  Afmonean  heroes  may  be  the  degree  of  faints  and  mar- 
admired  on  other  accounts,  yet  tyrs,  muft,  to  an  impartial 
there  can  be  nothing  faid  ii^  reader,  appear  to  have  been 
their  excufe,  except  the  ne-  more  felicitous  to  fatisfy  their 
ceffity  and  iniquity  of  the  times  own  ambition,  than  to  reform 
they  lived  in,  for  a£ting  in  a  their  church,  according  to 
two-fold  oppolition  to  their  the  model  of  their  lawgiver, 
law ;  to  wit,  ftripping  the  houfe  (Q^)  This  noble  piece  of  arr 
ot  Judah  of  the  royal  power,  chitedlure  flood  on  an  emi- 
hy  which  that  family  became  mence,  which  commanded  the 
reduced  to  the  loweft  degree  of  whole  country  round  about ; 
poverty ;  and  transferring  the  and,  being  itfelf  raifed  to  a 
high-priefthood  from  that  of  vaft  height,  w*s  feen  at  a  great 
Elcazar,  the  elder  branch  of  diftance  at  fea,  and  ferved  for 
the  family  of  Aaron,  into  their  a  land-mark.  It  was  made  of 
^wn.  So  that,  upon  the  white  marble,  curioufly  carved 
^hole,  thofe  great  men,  though  and  polilhed.     Simon   caufed 
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H13  next  care  was  to  fend  an  embaffy  to  the  Roman 
fenate,  to  notify  to  them  the  treacherous  murder  of  his 
brother,  with  his  fuccelFion  to  hjs  office,  and  to  renew  hi» 
aliiance  with  them.  They  were  to  execute  the  fame  com- 
ipiffion  at  Lacedaemon ;  and  in  both  places  they  were  re- 
ceived with  great  honour.  Both  nations  expreffed  un- 
'  common  refentment  at  Tryphon's  treachery,  and  chear- 
fully  renewed  their  friendfhip  with  Simon  ;  to  whom  they 
fcnt  letters  of  congratulation  on  his  accefEon  to  the  Jewiih 
high-priefthood  and  government,  together  with  the  ratifi- 
cation of  their  alliance  engraved  on  copper.  All  which 
being  received,  Simon  caufed  them  to  be  read  before  their 
great  aflembly  ;  and  then  fet  about  fortifying  afrefh  both 
Jerufalem  and  other  places  of  Judaea,  and  railing  new 
forces  again  ft  any  future  invafion.  Having  thus  far  ftrengthr 
ened  himfelf  by  alliances,  and  the  land  with  men,  arms, 
and  other  neceflary  (lores,  he  fent  an  embafly  to  Deme- 
trius, whom  Tryphon  had,  by  this  time,  ftripped  of 
almofl:  his  whole  kingdom.  He  offered  to  acknowlege  him 
king  of  Syria,  and  to  affift  him  in  the  recovery  of  his 
kingdom  from  the  ufurper,  upon  condition  that  he  would 
confirm  him  in  all  his  dignities,  and  his  country  in  all  their 
privileges  and  immunities.  He  reinforced  his  offers  with 
a  rich  crown  of  gold,  and  fome  other  prefents.  Deme- 
trius, glad  to  accept  the  conditions,  fent  him  a  letter  un- 
der the  royal  figna^ure,  by  which  he  granted  all  his  de- 
mands, together  with  a  general  amnefty  and  oblivion  for, 
all  paft  hoftilities  *,  conftituted  Simon  fovA'eign  prince  of 
the  Je^yi{h  nation,  and  freed  his  land  frorri  all  foreign 
yoke.  From  this  time  Simon  took  upon  him  the  name 
and  authority  of  prince  and  high-prieft  of  the  Jewsj 
which  dignities  having  been  confirmed  to  him,  and  to  his 
d e fee n dents,  the  next  year,  by  an  a£l:  of  the  fanhedrim, 
all  public  afts  were  ordered  from  thenceforward  to  be 
made  in  his  name  (11). 

Simon's 


Mtanci 
tvitk  Heme 
and  Sparta 
rene^id. 


Emhajfy  to 
Demetrius. 


Demetri- 
us* s  an- 
fwer^  and 
large 
grants. 


alfo  feven  pyramids  to  be  built 
round  it ;  to  wit,  two  for  his 
father  and  mother,  and 'four 
for  his  four  brethren,  and  the 
laft  for  himfelf.  The  whole 
was  furrounded  with  a  (lately 
portico,  whofe  •arches  were 
fuppbrted  by  marble  pillars, 
each  of  a  whole  piece.     The 


top  of  it  was  adorned  with 
(liields,  armour,  (hips,  and 
other  fuch  embellifhments,  cu- 
rioufly  carved.  All  which 
were  ftill  to  be  feen,  not  only 
in  Jofephus,  but  in  Eufebius 
and  St.  Jerom's  time  (^). 

(R)  Inpurfuance  and  by  vir- 
tue of  this   grant,    the  Jews 


(3)  Eufcb,  &  Hien  loc,  Hebn 


from 
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Siraon*g  main  bufincfs  now  wa«  to  ftrengthen  himfelf  Simon  for- 
in  his  new  dignity;  to  which  end  he  fet  about  repairing  fififs  Ju- 
and  fortifying  all  his  garrifons  afrefli ;  efpecially  that  of  '^^^^ 
Bethfura)  which,  being  on  the  confines  of  Judaea,  had 
been  formerly  made  the  chief  magazine  of  the  enemy,  and 
was  like  to  be  one. of  the  firft  places  they  would  attempt- 
He  therefore  took  care  to  fecure  it  with  good  walls,  towers, 
and  ammunition,  and  with  a  garrifon  of  the  ftouteft  Jews. 
About  the  fame  time  he  fent  Jonathan,  the  fon  of  Abfa-  'Takes 
lorn,  with  a  good  army,  to  befiege  Joppa ;  which  being  J^PP^* 
taken,  he  drove  out  all  its  inhabitants,  filled  it  with  men 
of  his  own   nation,  repaired  its  fortifications,  and,  liking 
the  fituation  of  it,    built  himfelf  a    houfe,   and  fettled 
there  (S).   About  the  fame  time  Simon  went  with  another 
amiy  to  reduce  the  city  of  Gaza,  or,  as  fome  more  pro-  and  Gaza* 
bably  guefs,  that  of  Gazara  ^,  which  had   revolted  ever 
fince  Jonathan's  death.     He  battered  it  fome  confiderable 
time  with  hie  engines,  and  was  juft  on  the  point  of  ftorm- 
ing  it,  when  the  inhabitants  appeared  on  the  walls,  men, 
women,  and  children,  with  their  cloaths  rent,  and  im- 
plored his  mercy  with  fuch  doleful  cries,  as  prevailed  upon 
him  to  fpare  their  lives,  and  to  fend  them  away  to  fhift 
for  themfelves  where  they  could.     He  entered  the  town, 
and  purified  it  of  all  its  idolatrous  monuments,  put  a  ftrong 
garrifon  of  Jews  into  it,  and  caufed  a  houfe  to  be  built  for 
himfelf,  to  which  he  often   retired,  either  for  relaxation, 
or  to  keep  the  neighbourhood  in  order  ^ 

In  the  courfe  of  the  next  year,  the   fortrefs  of  Acra,  Yr.  of  Fh 
which  had  been  invefted  near  two  years,  being  now  re-       4*06- 
duced  by  famine,  began  to  capitulate,  after  it  had  been  A"^^  ^^^^* 
held  by  the  Syrians  about  twenty-five  years,  ta  the  great      '^*' 
miifance  of  the  Jewifh  nation.     Simon,  who  wanted  to  be  jtcrafur^ 
rid  of  them  at  any  rate,  gave  them   leave  to  march  out  rendered  \ 
peaceably.,  whilft  he  and  his  troops  entered  it  with  palms  • 
in  their  hands,  to  the  found  of  trumpets  and  other  inftru- 
ments,   accompanied  with   fongs,  and  other  demonftra- 

^  See  Prid.  Connect:.  Tub.  an.  43*  ^1  Mace.  xiii.  &  xv.  palT. 

Jofepb.  Ant.  lib-  xiii.  cap.  9,  &  feq« 

from  that  time  ceafed  to  date         (S)   The    place  from  this 

their  contracts,  and  other  in-  time  became  the  chief  fea-port 

ftruments,     as     formerly,    by  to  all  Judaea,  being  dillant  about 

^he  reigns  of  the  Syrian  kings,  forty  miles  from  Jerufalem,and 

and  dated  them  by  the  year  of  opening  a  trade  to  the  coafts  and 

^imon  and  his  fuccelTors.  idands  of  the  MediterraDea^• 

H  4'  tions 
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tions  of  joy.    At  firft  he  ordered  it  to  be  luftrated  and 
clcanfed,  intending  probably  to  put  a  Jewifh  garrifon  in 
it ;  but,  upon  more  mature  deliberation,  he  called  a  grand 
council,  and  ptopofed  to  demolifli  both  it,  and  the  hill 
anddem^'    on  which  it  flood"*.     This  propofal  met  with    a  general 
It/bed*         approbation ;  the  work  was  immediately,  fet  about,  and 
carried  on  with  indefatigable  affiduity,  during  the  fpacc 
of  three  years ;  every  man  taking  his  turn   in  it,  till  the 
mountain  was  brought  down  to  the  level  of  that  of  the 
temple,  that  it  might  never  more  be  in  a  condition  to  an-r 
noy  the  houfe  of  God  (T).     It  was  in  this  year  that  the 
great  fanhedrim,    and  the  whole  aflembly  of  the  Jews, 
confirmed  to  him  all  his  dignities,  and  entailed  them  on 
his  }iofterity,  in  confideration  of  the  eminent  fervices  he 
had  done  to  his  country  5  which  a^e  therefore  recapitu- 
lated in  the  preamble  to  their  decree. 
¥r.  of  Fl.       Demetrius,  driven  from  his  dominions,  had  been  taken, 
A  **°rh.   ^^^  ^^P^  prifoner,   by  the  Parthians,    whilft   Fryphon'g 
Ante^Chr.  ^^^^^^  caufed  a  general  defeftion  from  him  to  Cleopatra. 
,  -  '  Thib  princefs,  defpairing  ever  to  recover  her  captive  huf- 

band,  fent  to  invite  his  brother  Antiochus  out  of  his  re^ 
tirement,  to  make  a  pufli  for  the  Syrian  crown.     Upon 
his  coming  therefore  to  her,  he  fent  a  very  obliging  letter 
to  the  Jewifh  high-priefl,  in  which  he  confirmed  to  him 
all  his  dignities,  revenues,  and  authority  ;    and  to  his  na- 
tion all  the  freedom  and  immunities,   which  had  been 
formerly  granted  to  them  by  his  brother,  or  which  they 
Simon  aU    were  now  in  actual  pofTelTion  of.     To  this  he  added,  be- 
hived  the    f,  jgg  many  great  promifes,  a  power  of  coining  their  own 
^ofcoinw0,  '  "^o"cy  i"  Judaea,  which  ihat  pontiff  immediately  made 
ufe  of  (U).     But  when  that  prince  had  eflablifhed  himfelf 

on 
»Iid.  ibid,  ad  fin. 

(T)    This    circumllance  of  tionof  fomeof  them  is,  "The 

demolifliing   the  fortrefs,   and  Shekel,  or  Half  Shekel   of  If- 

the  hill,  which  we  have  men-  rael;*'  in  others,  "The  firfl 

tjoned   out  of  Jofephus,    and  or  fecond,  &<;.  year  of  the  dc^ 

thofe  who  have  followed  him,  liverance  of  Ifrael,  of  Sion,  of 

is  not  only  omitted,  but  feems  Jerufalem,    &c."     Others   a- 

even  contradI6ted  by  the   firfl  gain    are  infcribed,    *'  Simon 

book  of  Maccabees,  which  af-  prince  of  Ifrael."     What  is  re- 

iirms  that  Simon  fortified  and  markable  in  thefe  infcriptions 

garrifoned  it  with  Jews.  is,  that  they  are  not  in  the  new 

(U)    Several  pieces  of  this  Aflyrian  charadler,  adopted  by 

Jewifli  coin  are   flill  preferved  Ezra,    but  in   the  old  Sama- 

by  the  curious ;    the  infcrip-  ritan ;  for  which  no  other  rea- 

fon 
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on  hfs  throne  by  the  marriage  of  Cleopatra,  and  the  death 

of  Trjrphon,  Simon,  whether  he  fufpefted  the  fincerity  AUianei 

.of  his  latepromifes,  or  was  willing  to  make  hii  friendfliip  ^^^^^^ 

to  him  appear  more  confiderable,  fent  a  freih  embaffy  to  ^^^^ 

Rome,   to  renew  and  ftrengthen.  his  alliance  with  that*  er^.  ^ 

nation 

The  fenate's  letter  to  the  king  of  Syria  was  indeed  di- 
Tcfted  to  Demetrius,  for  it  was  written  before  that  prince 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Parthians ;  but  had  it  been  di-  AntiochuTf 
reded  to  Antiochus,  it  is  likely,  he  would  have  had  as  «V/  returns 
little  regard  to  it,  as  he  had  to  that,  which  he  had  f6nt  ^^  Simon. 
to  the  Jewifh  chief.     For  even  whilft  he  was  beCeging 
Tryphon  in  Dora,  whither  Simon  fent  him  two  thoufand 
£hofen  men  with   warlike  (lores,  engines,  and  other  am- 
munition »    inftead  of  accepting  them,  he  fent  them  all 
back,  together  with  a  threatening  meflage  to  Simon,  in- 
fifting  upon  his  furrendering  Joppa,  Gazara,  and  the  ci- 
tadel of  Jerufalem  ;  which,  he  faid,  belonged  to  the  crown 
of  Syria ;    or  elfc  upon  paying  him  five  hundred  talents 
for  each,  apd  five  hundred   more  for  the  ravages  which 
the  Jews  h^d  committed  in  his  dominion.     Athcnobius,  ^thinohm 
one  of  that  monarch's  favourites,  was  difpatched  upon  ^'^"i  l^  ^^' 
that  errand :  he  came  accordingly  to  Jerufalem,  and  be-  '^"''^^"^ 
held  with  wonder  the  richnefs  and  fplendor  of  the  high- 
prieft's  court,  at  jthe  fame  time  that  he  informed  him  of 
bis  maftcr's   demands ".     Simon,    not  terrified   at    this  Stmon^s 
meflTagc,  anfwered   coolly,   that  he  was  in  poffeflSon  of  ^^ftver  to 
nothing  but  what  was  the  inheritance  of  his  anceftors  5  ex-  y  Syrian 
icept  indeed  the  fortrefles  of  Joppa  and  Gazara,  which  he 
had  been  forced  to  fei2e,  to  fupprefs  the  continual  ravages 

"  Gonf.  I  Mace.  zy.  zS,  &  feq.  &  Ant.  lib.  xiii.  cap.  12,  &  13. 


fon  can  be  affigncd,  if  they  be 
authentic,  except  that  Simon 
Vas  willing  to  preferve  the  an- 
cient form  of  thofe  that  had 
been  coined  before  the  capn- 
vity,  as  well  in  the  charac- 
ter, as  the-m.etal,  figure,  and 
weight. 

Accordingly,  thefe,  like  the 
old  ones,  have  on  the  one  fide  a 
cup,  or  pitcher,  fuppofed  to 
have  been  the  pot  61  manna, 
and  on  the  other  a  branch  or 
pudding  rod  of  Aaron,    or  a 


palm-branch ;  fome  a  vine, 
others  a  bunch  of  grapes,  or 
a  wheat-ftieaf ;  fome  have  two 
doves,  others  two  towers,  or 
the  front  of  an  edifice,  fup- 
pofed to  be  that  of  the  temple. 
Thofe  we  have  left  of  hifii 
are  all  of  filver  :  whether  he 
coined  any  in  gold,  is  not  cer- 
tain; the  king's  letter  men- 
tions neither  metal,  but  per- 
mits him  in  general  to  coin  hi» 
own  money, 

and 
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and  (levaftntions  they  made  in  Judaea  :  that  for  thefe  there- 
fore he  was  willing  to  pay  the  king  a  hun<1red  talents  \ 
but,  as  to  the  fortrefs  of  Acra,  he  could  by  no  means 
Athitiohius   think  the  king  had  any  right  to  demand  it.     Athenobius 
txafperaiti  ^j^  ^^^  ^^^  lo  make  any  reply,  but  went  ofF  abruptly,  and 
vainfi  that    returned  to  Antiochus,  who  was  ftill  employed  in  the 
tontiff.         fiege  of  Dora,  where   he  communicated  the  anfwer  of 
the  Jewifh  pontlft.     He  likewife  defcribed  the  pomp  and 
grandeur  of  his   houfhold;    the   great    quantity  of  fil- 
ver  and  gold  veffels   ufcd  at  his  table  ;    and  other  fuch 
marks  of  the  Jewifli  wealth,  which  he  knew  would  not 
fail  to  inflame  the  avarice  of  that  monarch.     Accordingly, 
Antiochus,  forgetting  at  once   his  former  letter,  and  Si- 
mon's fervices,  ordered  Cendebeus,  one  of  hjs  nobles,  to 
invade  Judsea  with  a  powerful  army,  whilft  he  himfelf  went 
with  another  in  purfuit  of  the  traitor  Tryphon  ". 
Yr.  of  Fl.       Cendebeus,  having  received  the  gpvernment  of  all  the 
2*09.       coafts  of  Phoenicia  and  Paleftine,  and  being  at  the  head 
Ante  Chr.  of  a  powerful  army  of  horfe  and  foot,  began  his  e^^pedi- 
'^^'        tion  with  .fortifying  the  town  of  Cedron,  or,  as  the  Vul- 
'^uddea  in-    S^^^  perhaps  more  properly  calls  it,  Gedor  p,  a  place  ad?- 
wadefiby      vantageoufly  fituated,  in  which  he  put  a  ftrong  garrifon. 
Cendtbeus.    In  the  mean  time  he  himfelf  marched  towards  Jamnia  and 
Joppa ;  from  whence  he  made  many  inroads  into  Judsea, 
took  a  ^reat  number  of  prifoners,  and  laid  wafte  all  that 
part  of  the  country.   The  news  of  this  invafion  foon  reach- 
ed John,  who,  as  we  hinted  above,  was  made  general  of 
the  Jewifh  forces,  and  kept  his  refidence  at  Gazara  5  and 
he  went  immediately  to  Jerufalem,  to  give  notice  of  it  to 
Simon  his  father.     Simon,  being  by  this  time  too  old  to  head  the 

fends  his  Jewlih  troops  in  perfon,  called  his  two  brave  fons,  John 
twofons  ^^^  Yiis  brother  Judas,  to  whon>  he  committed  the  com- 
2f«.  mand  of  them  ;  charging  them,  on  his  blefEng,  to  imi- 

tate the  valour  of  their  brave  uncles,  and  to  venture  their 
lives  in  defence  of  their  religion  and  liberties.  Thefe 
two  fetting  out  at  the  head/ of  twenty  thoufand  choice 
foct,  bcfidcs  fome  horfe,  encamped  the  firft  night  at 
Modin  ;  and  on  the  morrow,  as  they  advanced  towards 
the  plain,  they  came  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  and  drew  fo 
near,  that  only  a  brook  parted  the  two  armies.  That  of 
John  ?x  firft  exprefled  fome  reluftancy  to  crofs  it  •,  but 
hs,  afhamcd  of  their  backwardnefs,  flung  himfelf  firfl 
into  it,  and  moved  forward  j    an  example  which  fo  anir 

**   I  IVIaccab.  xv.  38,  Si  feq.     Antiq.  lib.  xiii.  cap.  12,  &  ij, 
p  J  >fii.  XV.  ^8. 
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mated  his  meii,  that  they  followed  him  without  further  wAo  en- 
hefitation.     As  foon  as  they  bad  pafled,  he  ranged  them  ^^|' '»'"' 
in  order  of  battle,  with  his  cavalry  in  the  centre-     An  ob-  Il^I^ 
ftinate  attack  immediately  enfued,  in  which  the  enemy         * 
being  feized  with  a  fudden  fright  at  the  found  of  the  fa- 
cred  trumpets,  immediately  gave  way.     Many  of  them 
were  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  reft  fled  ;  fome  to  the 
fconces,  which  they  had  in  the  plains  of  Azotus,  where 
about  two  thoufand  of  them  perifhed  in  the  flames  \  John, 
nowfurnamed  Hyrcan,  having  caufed  them  to  be  fet  on 
fire.    The  reft,  with  Cendebeiis^  fled  as  far  as  Cedron, 
the  place  lately  fortified  by  him,  and  John  purfued  him 
all  the  way  thither :    he  afterwards  faced  about,  and  re- 
joined his  brother  Judas  \    who,  having   received    fome 
wounds  in  the  aGion,  had  been  forced  to  ftay  behind. 
The  two  brothers,  having  by  this  defeat  cleared   thofe    andreiurm 
parts  from   the  Syrian  troops,  led  their  viftorious  army   'vi&or'tQus. 
back  to  Jerufalem,  without  any  confiderable  lofs  ^.    After 
this  tranfaQion,  Judaea  cpntinued  quiet  and  free  from  in- 
vafion,  till  the  murder  of  their  worthy  high-prieft,  which 
happened  about  three  years  after,  and  brought  Antiochus 
again  with  an  army  againft  that  metropolis. 

Simon  had  then  a  fon-in-law  named  Ptolemy,  the  fon  of 
Abadu^,  whom  he  had  made  governor  of  Jericho,  and 
its  territories,  and  who  w*as  grown  exceeding  rich  in  that 
government ;  but  fuch  was  his  ambition,  that  nothing 
lefs  could  fatisfy  him  than  his  being  matter  of  all  Judaea. 
This  wretch  took  the  opportunity  of  Simon's  making  a 
progrefs  about  the,  country  with  his  two  fons  Judas  and 
Matthias,  to  invite  them  to  his  caftle  of  Dog,  where  he 
had  prepared  a  fjumptuous  entertainment.  The  old  pon- 
tiff, who  fiifpe£ted  nothing  lefs  than  fuch  a  horrid  defign,  Yr.  of  Fl. 
was  eafiiy  perfuaded  to  accept  of  the  invitation;  but,  ^^^"p'k 
after  they  had  feafted  and  drank  pretty  freely,  fome  ruf-       , 

fians,  whom  he  had  privately  pofted,  ruflied  in  and  mur-  ^ 

dered  the  three  guefts.     His  jdefign  was  to  have  cut  off  $imon 
Hyrcan  alfo,  who  was  then  at  Gazara ;   to  which  end  he   treache- 
I      had  difpatched  fome  meflengers  to  invite  or  bring  him'  to  ^J^fy^  ^"^" 
I       him :  but^  happily  for  him,  one  of  his  father's  retinue,  'ploif„{ 
I       who  had  efcaped  the  flaughter,  brought  notice  of  what 
i      had  paflTed  j    fo    that  Hyrcan    avoided  the    fnare,    and 
I      caufed  the  ineflengers  to  be  taken,  and  put  to  death  (X). 
I  Hyrcan, 

q  I  Maccab.  xvi.  i,  &  fcq. 

(X)  Thug  far  goes  the  firft    concludes  its  epocha  of  forty 
book  of  the  Maccabees,  which    years  with  this  efcape  of  Hyr- 

I  can, 
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Hyrcan,  thinking  himfelf  now  no  longer  fafe  in  that 
place,  made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  Jerufalem,  where  Pto- 
lemy arrived  as  foon  as  he.  Both  offered  themfelves  at 
different  gates,  and  demanded  admittance ;  but  Hyrcan 
was  received  oat  of  rcfpeft  to  his  worthy  father,  whilft 
his  murderer,  and  the  men  that  came  with  him,  had  the 
mortification  to  be  rcpulfcd,  Hyrcan  being  imtticdiately 
declared  prince  and  high-prieft  in  his  father's  (lead,  forti- 
fied himfelf  in  the  mountain  of  the  temple,  and  provided 
every  way  for  his  own  fafety,  and  for  that  of  the  city  and 
country.  On  the  other  hand,  Ptolemy,  feeing  himfelf 
cSfappointed  in  his  defigns  on  Hyrcan  and  Jerufalem,  and 
having  in  vain  endeavoured  to  bribe  fome  of  the  heads  of 
the  Jews  over  to  his  intereft  by  fumptuous  promifes,  was 
at  length  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  writing  to  Antiocbus, 
to  acquatnt  him  with  what  he  had  done,  and  to  beg  of 
him  to  come  Xcr  his  affiflance ;  promifing  at  th*  fame  time 
to  reduce  all  Judaea  under  him,  provided  he  was  inade 
governor  of  that  country.  Antiochus,  whom  the  late  de^ 
feat  of  Cendebeus  had  ftill  more'  cxafperated  againft  the 
J«ws,  eafily  embraced  his  offer,  and  was  actually  coming 
with  a  powerful  army  to  his  affiftance ;  but  whether 
through  fear,  or  for  whatever  other  reafon,  the  rebel  did 
not  think  fit  to  ftay  till  his  arrival,  but  fled  toZeno,  tyrant 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  "What  became  of  the  wretch 
afterwards,  we  cannot  find.  The  author  of  the  fourth 
book  of  Maccabees  fays,  that,  after  he  had  killed  the 
mother  and  two  brothers  of  Hyrcan,  he  fled,  and  retired 
into  fome  place  \yhere  he  could  not  be  attacked,  whilfl: 
Hyrcan  was  detained  at  Jerufalem  to  perform  the  prieftly 
function,  it  being  then  the  feaft  of  tabernacles.  All  we 
know  is,  that  no  further  mention-  is  made  of  him,  either 
by  Jofephus,  or  the  firft  book  of  the  Maccabees,  fince  his 
flight  into  Philadelphia. 

Antiochus,  allurtd  partly  by  the  news  of  Simon's  death, 
and  of  the  riches  oF  bis  fucceffor,  and  partly  by  the  fair 
offers  which  the  traitor  Ptolemy  had  made  to  him,  entered 
Jud;ta  in  the  fame  year  with  a  powerful  army,  and  w-ent 
direci-y  to  beficge  Jerufalem,  driving  Hyrcan  all  the  way 
before  him,  till  he  was  fhut  up  in  that  metropolis. 

As  therefore  no  relief  could  be  cxpefted  from  without, 
either  of  men  or  provifions,    Hyrcan  formed  a  defign 


can,  and  refers  us  for  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  and  a*5lions 
to  a  book  of  Ch  re  nicies  long 
fincte  loft ;  fo  that  we  mufi  now 


fill  up  the  fequel  of  the  Jewifh 

hiftory  for  the  moll  part  out 
of  Jofephus. 

9i 


the  Hiflory  of  the  Jews.  .  •       lop^ 

of  ridding  faimfelf  of  all  ufelefs  mouths,  by  "putting  them 
outofthecity;  not  confidering  that  tliofe  unhappy  wretches, 
being  pentup  between  the  wall  and  the  enemies  ditch,  mull 
infallibly  have  been  ftarved  in  a  little  time>  had  they  not 
been  taken  in  again.     What  raifed  the  compaflion  of  thofc 
^^idiin  the  walls,  was  the  approaching  feafl:  of  tabernacles, 
which  was  ufually  folemnized  with  great  joy  and  feafting, 
and  could  not  but  have  been  very  much  difturbed  by  the 
cries  of  their  periftiing  brethren  without.     Hyrcan  then  Antiochtu*s 
fent  to  Antiochus  to  defire  a  truce  of  feven  days,  that  they  fi^^J* 
might  quietly  celebrate   that  feftival :    this  was  not  only 
readily  granted,  but  that  prince  being  thereby  ftirred  up 
to  fome  fenfe  of  religion,  fent  them  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  viftims,  with  their  horns  gilt,  together  with  feve- 
ralrich  veflelsof  gold>and  filver  '  filled  with  precious  per- 
fumes,   and  fome   money,  and  other  neceflaries ;  which 
were,    by  Hyrcan's  orders,,  thankfully  received  by  the 
priefts  at  one  of  the  gates  of  the  city,   and  thence  con- 
veyed into  the  temple.     This  unexpefted  inftance  of  the 
king's  piety  and  liberality  gave  fome  hopes,  that  a  peace 
might  probably  be   obtained  with   the  fame   eafe.     He 
was  not   miftaken ;    for  Antiochus,  whether  tired  with  ^'^tiochus 
the  brave  and  conftant  defence  of  the  befieged,  or  moved  ^^''^'"^^^  • 
by  fpme  other  reafon,  granted  it  to  him,  upon  the  condi-  f/ig  j^sm 
tons  which  the  reader  may  fee  in  the.  note  (Y). 

However  that  was,  the  peace  was  figned  on  both  fides, 
and  the  proper  hoftages  were  fent  to  Antiochus,  among 
whonoi  was  Hyrcan's  brother ;  the  city  was  difmantled  ; 
the  money  paid  ;  and  the  fiege  raifed :  but  Hyrcan  xyas 
forced  to  make  ufe  of  a  ftrange  expedient  to  procure  the 
three  hundred'  talents  for  the  firft  payment. .  It  feems 
their  treafurywas  then  at  folpw  an  ebb,  that  it  could  not 
furniih  him  with  that  fum ;  fp  that  John  was  forced  to 
open  a  hidden  treafure,  which  had  been  laid  up  by  fpmc 
of  the  kings  of  Judah  %  Jofephus  fays  the  tomb  of  David  % 
from  which  he  took  out  three  thoufand  talents ;  a  thing 
v^hich  had  never  been  attempted  before  by  any  of  his  pre- 

'  Ant.  xiii.  cap.  i6.    Vide  &  Plut.  in  Apophtheg.         «  Lib.  4. 
Maccab.  t  Jofeph.  BelJ.  Judaic,  lib.  iv.  cap.  2,  &alib. 

( Y)  That  the  Jews  ihould  and  other  towns  he  held  out  of 

deliver  up  their  arms;    that  Judaea;     and  they    paid    fivQ 

the   city-wall  (hould  be.  de-  hundred  talents  to  be  excufed 

ntolifhed ;  and  that  John-ftiould  receiving  a  Syrian  garrifon  in 

P*y  a  certain  tribute  for  Joppa,  the  metropolis* 

« 
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cJeceflbrs,  nor  was  after  him  by  any,  except  by  Herod  (2)^ 
With  this-  frefli  fupply  he  paid  Antiochus,  and  ventured 
to  take  a  number  of  foreign  troops  into  his  fervice.  This 
peace  was  followed  by  an  alliance  with  Antiochus,  after 
the  ratification  of  which,  that  monarch  was  invited  into 
Jerufalem  with  his  chief  officers,  where  he  was  received 
and  feafted  in  a  fumptuous  manner.  Then  the  king  fet 
out  for  Syria,  and  Hyrcan  began  to  repair  the  breaches 
and  damages  which  had  been  made  during  the  fiege.  This 
peace  was  figned  on  the  ninth  month  after  Simon's  deaths 
Hyrcan  was  pun6l:ual  in  his  promifes  to  that  prince  for 
fome  years  \  and  he  did  him  feveral  fignal  fervices  in  his 
war  againft  Phraartes  (A). 

Antiochus  was  foon  after  defeated  and  killed,  and  Hyr- 
can, in  his  return  to  Jerufalem,  took  Aleppo,  and  laid  it 
under  a  tribute  "*.  After  this  period,  finding  that  the  king- 
dom of  Syria  was  rent  with  inteftine  difturbances,  and 
their  cities  naked  and  defencelefs,  he  marched  thither 
with  a  good  army,  refolved  to  feize  upon  fuch  of  them  as 
lay  mo  ft  convenient  for  his  occafions.  The  firft  he  took 
was  Madeba^  which  coft  him  a  fix  months  fiege.  From 
thence  he  marched  to  Samega,  which  he  fubdued,  with 
feveral  others  both  in  Arabia  and  Phoenicia  ^.  From  this 
time  we  may  date  the  total  deliverance  of  the  Jews  from 
the  Syrian  yoke ;  for  neither  he,  nor  any  of  his  defcen- 
dents,  paid  either  homage  or  obedience  tothofe  monarchs 
ever  afterwards,  but  lived  free,  and  independent  "^ .  He  now 
turned  his  arms  againft  the  Samaritans,  and  took  Sechem 
and  Garizzim,  and  the  temple  formerly  built  by  Sanbal- 


Ti  ^.Maccab. 
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X  Jofcph.  Antiq.  lib.  xiii.  cap.  17.    Stiab. 
7  Jullin.  ex  Trog.  lib.  xxxvi.  cap.  i'. 


(Z)  The  flory  of  a  hidden 
treafure,  whether  laid  up  by 
David,  or  by  any  of  his  fuccef- 
fors,  is  juftly  fufpeded  by  the 
judicious,  as  a  fable  invented  by 
thofetwo  authors,  without  any 
foundation  :  only  that  of  the 
Maccabees  delivers  it  as  a  com- 
mon report ;  whereas  Jofephus 
affirms  it  both  of  Hyrcan  and 
Herod,  without  hefitation. 

(A)  Some  authors  think,  it 
was  in  this  war  that  John  got 


the  name  of  Hyrcan,  on  account 
of  fome  fignal  vi6tory  he  gained 
over  the  Hyrcanians.  How- 
ever that  be,  J6fephus  tells  us, 
on  the  authority  of  N.  Damaf- 
cen,  that  Antiochus  (hewed 
him  fb  much  regard,  as  to  halt 
two  days  on  account  of  the  feail 
of  Pentecoft,  becaufe  it  begin- 
ning that  year  on  the  day  imme- 
diately following  the  fabbath, 
it  was  not  lawful  for  the  Jews 
to  march  on  thofe  two  days  ( 1 ). 


(«)  Jof.  Antiq.  lib.  xiii.  cap.  16, 


lat^ 
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lat,and  demoliflied  it,  after  it  had  ftood  two  hundred  years, 
together  with  all  the  edifices,  altars,  and  monuments, 
which  had  been  built  there  by  Jezebel ;  and  put  feveral  of 
the  Samaritan  priefts  to  death  (B).  The  following  year 
Idumaea  was  likewife  conquered  by  him,  where  he  caufed 
proclamation  to  be  made  throughout  that  province,  oblig- 
ing all  thofe  that  would  not  be  circumcifed  to  depart  out 
of  the  land;  but  the  Idumaeans,  choofing  rather  to  for- 
fake  their  old  idolatry  than  their  country,  fubmitted  to  his 
conditions,  "and  were  from  that  time  incorporated  into  the 
Jewifli  commonwealth  (C). 

In  the  year  following  Hyrcan  fent  Simon  the  fon  of  Do-   Yr.  of  Fl, 
fitheus,  and  Apollonius  the  fon  of  Alexander,  on  an  em-       ^219- 
balTy  to  £he  Roman  fenate,  to  renew  the  alliance  they  had      ^J^  ^^*''* 
htdy  made  with  Simon  his  father  ;  and  this  embafly  was 
accompanied  by  fome  valuable  prefents.     They  met  an  ho-   Hyrcan  n^ 
nourable  reception  at  Rome,  and  a  ready  compliance  with    ne-ws  his 
all  their  demands.    The  fenate,  befides  the  renewing  of  the 
alliance,  granted  the  Jews  thepofleffion  of  Joppa,  Gazara, 
and  fome  other  places,  which  Antiochus  had  taken  from 
them ;  and  ordered  the  ambafladors  a  fum  out  of  the  pub-^ 
lie  treafury,  to  defray  their  charges  home. 

This  embafly  having  fo  well  fucceeded,  Hyrcan,  next   Yr.  of-FK 
year,  fent  a  fecond,  with  frelh  prefents,  to  thank  the  fe-    .  ***',: 
nate  for  their  laft  favour,  and  to  obtain  a  ratification  of        ,.„ 
their  fornier   decrees  in  their  behalf;  all  which  requefts  _ 

were  readily  granted  ;    and   the  ambafladors   returning,   A  fecond 
brought  this  new  aft,  which  the  reader  may  fee  at  full  t^^hajfj 
length  in  Jofephus  (D).     By  thefe  alliances  he  faw  him- -^''^ '^ 
felf  more  and  more  flrengthened  in  his  dominions,  whilft 


alliance 

mj'ith 

Rome* 


(B)  Thefe  two  laft  particu- 
lars, which  we  have  out  of  the 
fourth  book  of  the  Maccabees, 
Jofephus  fays  nothing  of ;  but 
only  mentions  the  demolifliing 
of  their  temple,  which  was 
from  that  time  never  attempted 
to  be  rebuilt :  however,  the  Se- 
chefhites  built  themfelves  an 
altar  there,  on  which  they  of- 
fered their  facrifices,  according 
to  the  Mofaic  law,  and  have 
continued  to  do  fo  ever  iince. 

(C)  From  that  time  down- 
wards to  the  deftrudion  of  Je- 
rufalera  by  the  Romans,  they 
continjied  in  the  Jewilh  reli- 


gion ;  fo  that  the  word  Idumse- 
ans  fignified  no  more  than  in- 
corporated Jews,  in  contradif- 
tindtion  to  thofe  that  were  fo  by 
natural  defcent ;  and  from  their 
total  difperfion,  the  former 
name  has  been  entirely  abforb- 
ed  in  the  latter. 

(D)  Here  Jofephus  has 
committed  a  manifeft  blunder, 
by  inferring  this  decree  in  the 
wrong  place,  and  inftead  of  an- 
other then  granted  by  the  fe- 
nate upon  another  occafion, 
and  at  the  recommendation  of 
Julius  Csefar,  to  Hyrcanus  the 
fecond. 

the 
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Ante  Cbr. 
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Uyrcan 
Marches 
ai^infl  the 
Samari^ 
tans  i 
be/ieges 
thiir  capi" 
ta/i 
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tlic  kingdoms  of  Syria  and  Egypt  were  troubled  with  c6hti-» 
nual  wars.    Alexander  Zebina^  leaving  by  this  time  mount* 
ed  the  Syrian  throne,  was  glad  to  make  him  his  friend; 
but  that  prince  being  fpon  after  killed,  and  fucceeded  by 
Antiochus  Gryphus,  this  laft  fo  refented  Hyrcan's  attach- 
ment  to  his  rivaf,  that  he  was  preparing  to  invade  Judaea ; 
but  was  happily  prevented  by  his  brother,  who  was  then 
levying  an  army  at  Cyzicum,  and  coming  againft  him. 
Hyrcan  left  them  to  adjufl.  their   differences,    without 
concerning  liimfelf  on  either  fide,  choofing  rather  to  en-? 
joy  his  fovereign  authority  peacefully,  which  gave  him  an 
opportunity  of  heaping  up  immenfe  treafures,  by  the  tri- 
butes which  he  received  both  from  his  own  now  flouriihw 
ing  land,  and  from  thofe  countries  which  he  had  lately 
fubjedled  to  his  dominions.     At  length   fome  faoftilities^ 
which  the  Samaritans  committed  againft  the  city  of  Maref* 
fa,  then  in  friendfliipwith  him,  gave  him  a  fair  opportunity 
of  renewing  the  war  againft  thofe  of  the  city  of  Sechem. 
He  went  therefore  with  his  two  fons  Ariftobulus  and  An- 
tigonus,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army,  and  with  all  the 
proper  engines  for  the  fiege  of.  Samaria,  which  had  been 
fmce   rebuilt  and  fortified  (E).     Thefe  incompaffed  the 
city  with  a  wall,  and  a  deep  ditch,  of  about  eighty  fur- 
longs, or  four  thoufand  paces  circuit ;  by  which  they  foon 
reduced  it  to  fuch  fcarcity  of  provifions,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants began  to  eat  all  manner  of  unclean  beafts,  fuch  as 
cats,  dogs,   and  other  carrion.     In  this  extremity  they 
found  means  to  fend  and  implore  the  aftiftance  of  Antio- 
chus Cyzicenus,  who  was  now  on  the  Syrian  throne,  and 
who  came  accordingly  with  a  great  army  to  their  relief*. 
In  the  mean  time  the  grand  expiation-day  being  at  hand, 
Hyrcan  was  obliged  to  go  up  to  Jerufalem  to  perform  the 


«  Jofeph.  Antiq 

(E)  It  will  be  proper  hereto 
remind  our  readers,  that  thefe 
'  Snmaritaiis  were  not  of  the 
old  race  fo  much  hated  by  the 
Jews ;  for  thefe  had  been  either 
deftroyed,  or  driven  out  of  that 
roctropolis,  by  Alexander  the 
Great,  for  the  murder  of  his 
favourite  Andronicus ;  immedi- 
ately after  which  he  repeopled 
the  place  with  Syro- Macedoni- 
ans, or  a  mixture  of  Syrians, 
Macedonians,  and  Greeks. 


lib.  xiii.  cap.  18. 

Thefe,  being  fettled  there, 
incompaffed  the  town  with  a 
double  high  wall,  a  deep  ditch, 
and  other  fortifications :  thofe 
therefore  are  miftaken,  who 
think,  that  the  Jewilh  hatred 
againft  the  former  fort  of  Sa- 
maritans was  the  occafion  of 
this  war;  for  thefe  were  all 
heathens,  and  confequently 
ft  rangers  to  the  difputes  and 
in  tailed  enmity  between  thofe 


two. 


ceremony. 
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ceremony,    leaving  his  two  fons  to  carry  on  the  Cege.  Yr.  of  FJ. 
tJpon  their  hearing,  that  Antiochus  was  coming  againft    ^  ***nu 


them,  Ariftobulus  was  difpatched  with  part  of  tne  army         ' 
to  meet  him.     A  bloody  engagement  enfued,  in  which  _ 


20. 


the  Syrians  were  totally  routed,  and  purfued  as  far  as  Scy-  routs  the 
thopoUs;   arid  Antiochos  efcaped  with  great  difHculty.  Syrians  % 
After  this  defeat,  the  (iege  was  renewed  with  fuch  vigour, 
that  Antiochus  was  again  applied  to ;  but  he  not  caring  to 
hazard  a  fecond  battle,  contented  himfelf  with  fending 
fix  thoufand  men  to  make  a  diverfion  in  Judaea,  in  hopes 
of  obliging  the  Jews  to  raife  the  fiege  ;  neither  were  thefe 
his  own  troops,  but  fuch  as  he  had  with  fome  difficulty 
obtained  from  the  king  of  Egypt.     But  the  domeftic  trou- 
bles which  at  this  time  employed  Antiochus,  rendered  even 
this  afliftance  abortive  ;  and  Samaria  was  taken  and  rafed  takes  and 
by  Hyrcan ;  who  alfo  found  means  to  bribe  the  governor  of  ^^f",  ^^' 
Scythopolis  to  betray  that  city  into  his  hands.     From  this  ^^'*  * 
time  Hyrcan  became  more  and  more  powerful,  and  made 
himfelf  mafter  notonlyof  all  Paleftine,  but  added  alfo  un- 
to it  the  provinces  of  Samaria  and  Galilee;  all  which  he  conquers  ft' 
enjoyed  to  the  end  of  his  life.     His  reign  was  no  lefs  re-  'oeralpm^ 
marfcable  on  account  of  his  great  wifdom  and  piety  at  home,  *'"*^''^' 
than  his  conquefts  abroad.     Never  did  the  Jewifti  religion  ////  grtat 
or  commonwealth  appear  in  greater  luftre  fince  the  return  xealforri" 
from  captivity;  but  that  which  raifed  his  glory  above  any  of  %'w. 
his  predeceflbrs  or  fucceflbrs,  was,  if  we  may  believe  Jofe- 
phus*,and  the  fourth  book  of  Maccabees,his  enjoyingthree 
dignities,  which  never  all  met  in  any  but  him;  namely,  the 
royal  dignity,  the  high-priefthood,  and  the  gift  of  pro- 
phecy.    The  fecond,  or  high-priefthood,  however,  though 
he  had  exercifed  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  ought  to  have 
rendered  him  doubly  venerable,  yet  in  the  end  proved  the 
fource  of  fuch  perfecutions  from  the  proud  and  hot-headed 
Pharifees,  as  quite  imbittered  the  latter  end  of  his  reign, 
if  not  fliortened  his  days  (F). 

Hyrcan  had  always  fhewed  himfelf  a  zealous  friend  of  Yr.  of  Fl. 
the  Pharifees :  they  had  hitherto  monopolized  his  favours,      «»4o. 
and  enjoyed  the  moft  confiderable  pofts  under  him,  whilft  ^^^^  ^^^* 
the  other  two  fe£ls  were  defpifed  and  kept  under.     But  an       '^  * 
untimely  piece  of  condefcenfion  towards  them,  or  per-  jjyrcana 
haps  rather  of  vanity,  from  which  the  beftof.men  are  not  friend  to 

always  exempt,  gave  one  of  the  heads  of  that  imperious  the  Phari* 

jies. 

^  Jofeph.  Bell.  }ud.  lib.  ii.  cap*  j. 

(F)  It  is  under  his  reign  that    Sadducees  and  EiTenians,  are 
thisfedt,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the    fuppofed  to  have  flarted  up. 

Vol.  IIL  I  fcft,       ' 
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flfafutr      fcft,  named  Eleazar,  an  opportunity  to  caft  a  refleSiofi 
calh  his  it.  againft  him,  which  touched  hira  in  the  moft  fenfible  part. 
gttima^      It  was  no  lefs  than  calling  in  que  (lion  his  legitimacy,  at 
tn  ^uejtton.   j^^i^  infinuating  that  his  birth  was  lefs  pure  and  unde- 
filed  than  the  Mofaic  law  requires  in  a  high-prieft.     He 
pretended,  that  his  mother  had  been  formerly  a  flave,  in- 
timating thereby,  that  either  fhe  was  not  of  Jewifli  extrac- 
tion ;  or  elfe,  that,  being  fo,  fhe  had  been  taken  captive 
by  the  enemy,  and  forced  to  proftitute  herfelf  for  a  main- 
tienance.     The  ftory  being,  as  Jofephus  afTures  as,  abfo- 
lutely  falfe,  and  merely  trumped  up  by  that  proiid  Pharifee 
to  mortify  the  'good  old  prelate,  we  refer  our  readers  ta 
that  author  ;  and  only  add,  that  Eleazar's  bafe  fuggeftion^ 
and  the  partiality  of  his  brotherhood  in  not  inflifting  upon 
IJyrcan  bi-  him  condign  punilhment,  fo  exafperated  the  high-prieft 
€({m€s  an      againft  the  whole  fect,  tliat  from  that  time  he  gave  him- 
^»^^J  jo      felf  up  wholly  to  that  of  the  Sadducees,  who  were  not  a 
\eS^^^ ^     ^^^^^^  6^^^  ^^  aggravate  the  affront,  as  having  been  hatched 
againft  him  by  .the  whole  Pharifaic  body.     From  thence- 
««i  they  to  forth,  therefore,  arofe  the  bittereft  enmity  between  him  and 
him.  that  revengeful  fedl,  who  ceafed  not  to  raife  troubles  and 

feditions  againft  him  during  the  fhort  time  he  lived,  and 
againft  his  Tons  after  his  deceafe.  Hyrcan  was  in  the  twen- 
ty-eighth year  of  his  pontificate  when  this  quarrel  happen- 
ed, and  he  died  the  very  next  year,  greatly  lamented  by 
all  but  the  Pharifaic  faftion,  who  left  ilo  (tone  unturned 
to  blacken  his  memory  ^  (G). 

Hyrcan  left  three  fons,  according  to  the  fourth  book  of 

Maccabees,  or  five,  according  to  Jofephus  %  who  gives  us, 

however,  the  names  but  of  four  of  them  ;  namely,  Arifto- 

bulus,  who  was  alfo  called  Judas,  and  furnamed  Philel- 

len,  on  account  of  his  fondncfs  for  the  Greeks  ;  2.  Anti- 

gonus;    3.  Alexander;    and  4.  Abfalom,  who  was  the 

youngeft.      What  was  the   name  of  the    fifth,  he  no- 

Arifiobulus  where  tells  us.     Ariftobulus  fucceeded  his  father  in  all  his 

fucceeds       dignities  in  right  of  primogeniture,  according  to  the  Mo-. 

Hyrcan*       ^^^j^  j^^ .  ^^^^  having  a  great  afFeftion  for  his  brother 

Antigonus,  admitted  him  to  fliare  the  government  with  him 

fe  Jofepb.  Antiq.lib.  xiii,  cap.  18.  c  Antiq.  lib.  xiii.cap. 

79.  &  lib.  xiv.  cap.  8.  Bell,  Jadaic.  lib.  i.  cap.  3. 

(G)  Hyrcan  is  affirmed  by  Afmonean  princes,  and  was 
Jolephus  to  have  built  the  ftatc-  Tome  time  kfter  rebuilt,  en- 
ly  tower,  or  rather  caftle  of  larged,  and  fortified,  by  He* 
Baris,  the  fame  which  after-  too,  and  called  by  him  Anto« 
wards  ferved  for  a  palace  for  the    nia,  in  honour  of  Marc  Antony. 

for 
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forfome  fliort  fpace  \  after  which,  upon  fome  fafpicion  or  Yr.  of  FI, 
diilike,  he  caufed  him  to  be  put  to  death.     The  other  three       a*4T. 
he  kept  clofe   prifoncrs    during  his  (liort  and  infamous  ^"'^  ^^^' 
reign,    which   he    yet  flained    with    his    own    mother's        ^^^' 
blood;  for  that  princefs  having  claimed' a  right  to  the  fove-  His  cruel 
reignty,  by  virtue  of  Hyrcan's  will,  her  unnatural  fon  not  reign* 
only  fliut  her  up  in  prifon,  but  there  barbaroufly  ftarved 
ker  to  death.     He  foon  after  aflumed  the  title  of  king,  and 
began  to  wear  the  royal  diadem,  which,  if  we  may  believe 
Jofephus,  had  never  been  worn  by  any  of  his  predeceflbrs'^, 
vho  had  till  then  contented  themfelves  with  the  title  bf 
governors,  or  at  moft  with  that  of  prince.     As  foon  as  he 
bad  fettled  his  aflPairs  at  home,  he  marched  at  the  head  of 
bis  army  to  invade  Iturea  ;  but,  being  taken  ill  in  the  midft  i„^adei 
of  his  fuccefles,  he  was  forced  to  be  brought  back  to  Je-  iturea. 
nifalem,  and  to  leave  his  brother  to  complete  the  conqueft 
of  that  province  (H)  j  an  atchievement  which  he  foon  ac- 
complifhed,  caufing  all  the  Itureans,  either  to  be  circum- 
cifea,  and  incorporated *with  the  Jews,  or  elfc  to  depart 
into  fome  other  country  ®. 

Whilft  he  was  employed  in  carrying  on  this  fuccefsful  Antigonus 
war,  there  wanted  not  thofe  at  court,  who,  envying  his  ^^'^^  ^»^ 
happinefs,  endeavoured  to  prepoflefs  the  fick  king  with  wtdermined 
ftrange  fufpicions  againft  him.    The  queen  more  particu-  n^ggn^ 
larly  feemed  to  have  conceived  fome  irreconcileable  hatred 
againft  that  prince,  and  to  have  been  the  chief  engine  of 
Kis  ruin ;  which  happened  foon  after,^  when  Antigonus 
innocently  furnifhed  her  with  the  means  of  working  it 
more  efFe&iially.     As  foon  as  he   had  finifhed  the  con- 
queft of  Itufea,  he  marched  direftly  to  Jerufalem,  it  be- 
ing then  the  feaft  of  tabernacles  •,  and,  being  in  hafte  to 
/epair  to  the  temple,  to  offer  up  his  thanks  for  his  fucr 
cefs,  and  his  vows  for  his  brother's  recovery,  he  went  di- 
reftly  thither  in  his  armour,  accompanied  with  a  number 
of  his  men.^  This  ftep  was  immediately  interpreted  to  the   Her  viU 
timorous  king,  as  a  manifeft  attempt  upon  his  life,  to  ftrata^em 

*  Jofcph.  Antiq.  lib.  zm«  cap.  19,  &  Bell.  Judaic,  nbi  fupra.    j   ^A     ' 
•  Id.  ibid.  cap.  »o.  ,  ^^    ' 

* 

(H)  This  province  was  fo  feh,  betv7een  that  and  the  ter- 

called  from  Ittir  the  fon  of  Ifh-  ritories  of  Damafcus;    fo  that 

wael,  whom  our  Englifti  and  it  made  one  part  of  Ccelefyria, 

ibiae  other  verfions  wrongly  call  and  lay  on  the  fide  of  J  udaea ,  as 

Jetor.     It  was  fituate  on  the  Idumsea,    formerly   conquered 

other  fide  Jordan,  on  the  north  in  the  fame  manner,   lay  on 

fide  of  the  half-tribe  of  Manaf-  the  other. 

I  ^  which 
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which  he  gave  but  too  eafy  credit.  However^ to  fatisfy  him- 
fclf  more  fully  about  it,  he  fent  Antigonti's  orders  to  put  off 
his  armour,  and  to  come  immediately  to  him  at  the  caftle 
of  Baris.     There  he  ordered  fome  of  his  guards  to  be  pri- 
vately pofted  in  the  fubterranean  gallery,  through  which 
Antigonus  was  to  pafs«  with  orders  to  murder  him,  if  he 
prefumed  to  come  in  armour.     But  the  mifchievous  queen 
corrupted  the  meflenger,  and  made  him  tell  the  young 
prince,  that  his  brother,  having  heard  his  armour  highly 
commended,  defired  to  fee  him  m  it  immediately  ^  fo  that, 
when  Antigonus  came  to  pafs  through  the  gallery,  the 
guards  fell  immediately  upon  him,  and  deprived  htm  of 
^he  king's    |jfg^      '^f  j^g  king,   however,    was  foon  undeceived,    and 
^a^zrief     ^^uld  not  think  upon  his  brother's  death  without  reflefting 
on  the  more  cruel  parricide  which  he  had  lately  commil- 
ted  on  his  own  mother  \  the  remorfe  of  which  increafine 
his  difeafe,  he  fell  into  a  violent  vomiting  of  blood.     A 
fervant  happening  foon  after  to  fpill  fome  of  that  blood, 
which  he  was  carrying  away  in  a  bafon,  upon  the  very 
fpot  where  that  of  his  brother  Antigonus  was  ftill  to  be 
feen ;  fome  of  the  by-ftanders,  thinking  he  had  done  it 
wilfully,  uttered  a  loud  cry,  which  was  heard  by  the  king. 
He  fent  to  afk  the  meaning  of  it,  and  found  them  unwil- 
ling to  acquaint  him  with  it  \  a  circumftance  which  in-> 
iejpair,       flamed  his  curiofity.     At  length  he  forced  the  fatal  fecret 
und  death,    fj-^j^  them,  which  threw  him  into  an  excefs  of  grief  and 
defpair.    He  gave  up  the  ghoft  foon  after,  having  reigned 
but.  one  year  ;  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Jannseus, 
Alexander   or  Alexander,  whom  the  queen  Salome,   called  by  the 
Jannaus      Greeks  Alexandra,  releafed  out  of  prifon  with  his  other 
crowned,      ^^^  brethren,  and  caufed  him  to  be  proclaimed  king,  as 
being  the  eldeft  of  the  three,  and  of  a  milder  difpofitioa 
than  either. 

He  was,  however,  forced  to  begin  his  reign  with  the  death 
of  his  fourth  brother,  who  had  made  fome  trcafonable  at- 
tempt againft  him  \  but  was  much  kinder  to  Abfalom  the 
youngeft  of  all,  whom  he  took  under  his  prote^ion  as 
long  as  he  lived ;  and  fo  privately  did  this  prince  live,  that 
we  hear  no  more  of  him,  till  above  forty-two  years  after^ 
Yr.  of  FI.  when  having  engaged  in  the  war  againd  the  Romans,  he 
214V      was  taken  by  Pompey,  and  fent  prifoner  to  Rome.     Alex- 
Ante  Chr.  anderbeinga  fubtle  and  wai like  prince,  and  Syria  being 
'°^'       then  torn  by  civil  wars  between  the  contending  brothers* 
Kis  ufifuc"    Antiochii^  Cyzicus  and  Antiochus  Gryphus,  therefore,  in 
cefsjul  ex'    no  capacity  to  oppofe  him,  he  led  an  army  in  the  very  firft 
peditiona-   year  of  his  reign  againft  the  city  of  Ptolemais;  but  met 

iai.JiFto.    -        .  '    .  j^l^ 

(etnats. 
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inth  bad  fuccefs :  he  was  fain  to  raife  the  fiege,  to  fuc- 
cour  his  own  territories,  which  were  invaded  by  Ptolemy 
Lath yr us,  who  took  from  him  the  city  of  Azochis  in  Ga- 
Hlee,  carried  off  ten  thoufand  captives,  and  gave  him 
foon  after  a  dreadful  orerthrow  near  the  banks  of  the  Jor- 
dan. This  defeat,  in  which  he  loft  thirty  thoufand  men, 
befides  thofe  that  were  taken  prifoners,  would  infallibly 
have  opened  a  way  for  the  latter  into  Judaea,  Alexander 
being  now  in  no  condition  to  ftop  his  progrefs,  had  not 
Cleopatra  come  to  his  affiftance  (I),  and  forced  Lathy- 
rus  to  fet  afide  the  invafion  of  Paleftine  for  fome  time. 

Cleopatra  being  arrived  at  Ptolemais,  which  had  fur- 
rendered  to  her,  the  Jewifli  monarch  came  to  acknow- 
lege  her  favour  to  him  by  prefcnts  fuitable  to  her  dignity. 
He  was  received  outwardly  like  a  prince  in  diftrefs,  who 
had  no  other  refuge  than  ner  friendfhip :  but  that  which 
ingratiated  him  moft  with  that  politic  princefs  was,  his 
being  an  enemy  to  her  fon  Lathyrus,  who  ha4  by  that 
time  returned  into  Paleftine,  and  taken  up  his  winter- 
quarters  at  Gaza  (K). 

Alexander  foon  after  returned  to  Jerufalem,  where  be- 
ing now  pretty  fecure  of  any  danger  from  Lathyrus,  he  re- 
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(I)  It  was  indeed  that  prin- 
cefs's  intereft  not  to  let  Lathy- 
rus grow  too  powerful,  and  be 
thereby  enabled  to  come  and 
virtSi  the  crown  from  her ;  but 
there  was  another  fpring  that 
moved  her  to  what  (he  did. 
The  Jews  of  Alexandria  were 
highly  in  her  favour,  and  Chel- 
kias  and  Ananias,  two  of  the 
moft  confiderable,  being  the 
fons  of  Onias  the  high-priell, 
who  built*  the  Jewifli  temple  at 
Alexandria,  were  at  the  head 
of  affairs  :  and  thefe  could  not 
behold  Judaoa  in  fuch  imminent 
danger  from  an  exafperated 
enemy,  without  ufing  all  their 
intereft  with  that  queen  to  pre- 
vent its  ruin. 

^  (K)  During  Alexander's  ftay 
With  Cleopatra,  fome  of  her 
Wends  advifcd  her  to  take  fo 
favourable  an  opportunity  to 
aake  herfelf  miftrefs  of  Judaea  ; 


which  would  at  once  increafe 
her  dominions  and  ftrength, 
and  give  her  a  fuperiority  over 
her  competitor.  But  Ananias 
the  Jew,  lately  mentioned,  who 
was  one  of  her  principal  ge- 
nerals, difTuaded  h^  from  fuch 
an  attempt,  alleging,  that  it 
would  be  very  ungenerous  and 
unjuft  to  difpoflefs  of  his  do- 
minions an  ally,  who  was  come 
to  implore  her  friendfhip  and 
adiftance ;  that  it  would  leflen 
her  charafter  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world  ;  and,  above  all, 
make  her  detefted  by  the 
Jews.  Thefe  reafons,  joined 
to  the  influence  which  that  ge^ 
neral,  who  was  Alexander's 
kinfman,  had  over  her,  did  not 
only  divert  her  from  the  defign, 
but  procured  an  alliance  be- 
tween them,  which  was  con- 
cluded in  the  city  of  Say  thopo- 
lis. 

t  3  cruited 
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cruited  his  broken  army,  and,  croffing  the  Jordan,  went 
Takes  Ga-    to   b^iege  Gadara,   which   he  took   at   the  end   of  ten 
^^^AA         months.     From  thence  he  marched  to  Amathus,  another 
^^us,^'    ftrong  fortrefs  on  that  fide  the  river,  in  which  Theodotus 
the  fon  of  Zeno,  tyrant  of  Philadelphia,  had  laid  up  an 
immenfc  treafure,  and  reduced  it  after  a  very  fhort  fiege. 
Yr.  of  Fl.  But  he  did  not  keep  it  long  ;  that  prince,  having  got  to- 
2148.       gether  a  numerous  army,  fell  fuddenly  upon  him,  as  he 
Ante  Chr.  ^^g  returning  from  the  fiege,  killed  ten  thoufand  of  his 
^  army,  routed  the  reft,  recovered  all  his  wealth,  feized  on 

Defeated  Alexander's  baggage,  and  carried  ofFa  confidcrable  booty  ^ 
hy  kheo'  This  defeat,  however,  did  not  difcourage  Alexander  from 
dotut,  puffuing  his  warlike  views ;  only  it  afforded  great  matter 

of  triumph  to  the  Pharifees,  his  implacable  enemies,  who 
took  occafion  from   thence  to  vilify  him  to  the   people, 
and  to  ufe  all  poflible  means  to  make  his  crown  (it  uneafy 
on  his  head. 
Yr.  of  Fl.       As  foo'n  as  Alexander  had  recruited  his  army,  be  (layed 
»»50.       not  in  Jerufalem  to  quell   the  PhPTifaic  fa£tion,  but  left 
Ante  Chr,  ^^^^  to  make  the  moft  of  his  late  difgrace,  whilft  he  went 
^  '         to  vcnr  his  refentment  on  the  treacherous  GazseanSf  who, 
Marches      ^7  inciting  Lathyrus  againft  him,  and  furnifhing  him  with 
izgainji        auxiliaries,  bad  been  the  caufe  of  his  late  overthrow.    He 
Caza,         immediately  befieged  the  towns  of  Raphia  and  Anthedon, 
fince  called  Agrippias,  by  Herod :  thefe  two  places  flood 
at  a  few  miles  diftance  from  Gaza ;  by  which  means  hav- 
ing iii  fome  meafure  blocked  up  this  laft,  he,  the  next 
yeai*,  fet  about  befieging  it  with  a  powerful  army.     The 
city  being  then  under  the  command  of  Apollodotus,  a  man 
of  great  valour  and  conduct,  made  a  ftout  defence  againft 
him  one  whole  year,  and  in  one  fally  were  like  to  have 
routed  him  and  his  army  ;  and  much  longer  it  might  have 
held  out  in  all  likelihood,  had  not  the  brave  governor  been 
ne  tonvtt    treacheroufly  murdered  by  his  own  brother  Lyftmachus, 
defrayed  to  ^^^^  jj^^  place  betrayed  by  him  to  the  befiegers.     Alexan- 
der, upon  his  entering  it,  made  a  great  fliew  of  clemency 
His  cruelty  to  the  Gazxans ;  but  foon  betrayed  his  rancour  and  cru- 
totheGa-     elty  againft  them,   by  abandoning  them  to  the  fury  of 
%aans,        Y\i^  men  5  who  made  fuch  a  horrid  flaughter,    as  had  like 
to  have  proved  a  dear  revenge  ft)  him ;  for  the  Gazse- 
ans,  ftanding  defperately  on  their  own  defence,  killed  al- 
moft  as  many  of  his  men  as  he  did  of  theirs.     Having  at 
laft  glutted  himfelf  with  the  blood  of  thofe  unfortunate 
wretches,  he  vented  the  reft  of  bis  refentment  on  that 

f  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  xiii.  cap.  »i. 

great 
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great  an<l  ancient  city,  by  reducing  it  to  a  heap  of  ruins  ;   Rafts  the 
after  which  exploit,  he  returned  with  his  army  to  Jerufa-  f'y- 
lem.     The  fourth  book  of  Maccabees  adds,  that  he  took 
afterwards  the  cities  of  Emath   and  Tyre,  but  Jofephus 
fays  nothing -of  thefe  atchievements. 

During  his  ablence  on  this  expedition,  the  Pharifees   ^hePhari^ 
had  taken  fuch  meafures  to  exafperate  the  people  againft  I^^^  f^^^l 
him,  by  furmifes  and  flanders,  which  they  privately  in-  ^^^'«/ 
ftilled  into  them,  that  it  broke  out  at  laft  into  an  open 
outrage,  which  came  little  fhort  of  a   rebellion.     They 
chofe  the  feaft  of  tabernacles,  on  which    folemnity  they 
went  to  the  temple  with  palm  and  other  branches  in  their 
hands,  efpccially  a  kind  of  citron,  which  tKey  call  attrog, 
with  the  fruit  upon  it ;  and  when  he  was  performing  the 
prieftly  office  at  the  great  altar,  probably  on  the  laft  day 
of  that    folemnity,  they  pelted  him,  not  only  with  thofe    Alexander 
attrogs,  but  with  the  moft  injurious  reflexions,  and  op-  pelted  by 
probrious  language,  crying  aloud,  that  fuch  a  flave  as  he    the  people^ 
was  unworthy  of  either  the  pontifical  or  regal   dignity. 
This   infblence,  which  feemed  the  forerunner  of  fome-  yr.  of  Fl. 
thing  worfe,  fo  exafperated  the  pontiff,  that,  fufpending       a* 53.    . 
his  office  for  a  while,  he  ordered  his  foldiers  to  fall  upon   ^^^^  ^h''* 
the  mutinous  mob  j  which  they  did  with  fuch  fpced  and         ^^* 
fury,  that  they  killed  fix  thoufand  of  them,  and  difperfed   ^y^  fentere 
the  reft  «.     As  foon  as  the  tumult  wa«  quelled,  hecaufed   revenge  on 
the  ccttirt  of  the  priefts  to  be  inclofed  with  a  wooden  wall,   them, 
to  prevent  fuch  infults  being  offered  to  him  for  the  future. 
At  the  fame  time  he  provided  for  his  farther  fafety,  by   yr,  of  FI. 
taking  into  his  pay  fix  thoufand  auxiliaries  out  of  Pifidia       aa54. 
and  Cilicia,  being  afraid  to  truft  his  perfon  any  longer  to   Ante  Chr. 
the  guard  of  thofe  of  his  exafperated  nation,  who,  as  he         ^^' 
found  now  to  hi«  great  grief,  were  not  to  be  quelled  by  the     " 
greatcfl:  feverities,  nor  mollified  by  the  greateft  lenities. 
Being  -quite  wearied  out  with  their  continual  clamours, 
he  marched  out  of  Jerufalem  at  the  head   of  his  army,   Lea<vesje* 
xiroffed  the  Jordan,  and  went  and  deftroyed  the  city  of  Ama-  rufalem^ 
thus,  without  meeting  with  any  oppofition  from  Theodo-   ^^^  makes 
tus,  who  contented  himfelf  with  carrying  off  his  treafure   '^^'^f' 
and  garrifon,  leaving  the  city  to  his  mercy ;  fo  dreadful 
was  become  the  name  of  Alexander  by  this  time  to  all  the 
nations  round  about.     From  thence  he  marched  againft   His  rapid 
the  Arabians,  whom  he  fubdued ;  after  which  conqueft's  "^^^C^-^' 
he  laid  the  Moabites,  and  the  mountaineers  of  the  land  of 
Gilead,  under  tribute.     Soon  after  this  tranfaftion,  as  he 
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Yr.  of  FI.  was  carrying  on  the  war  againft  Obodas  king  of  the  Ara<- 
2256.       bians,  hp  fell  into  an  ambufh  near  Gadara^  where  he  was 

Ante  Cbr.  forced  by  a  large  drove  of  camels  into  a  ftreight  fo  narrow 
^*'        and  craggy,  that  it  was  with  the  greateft  difficulty  that  hp 

*'""""""""'  ^fcapedy  and  regained  his  own  metropolis.  Here  he  found, 
to  his  great  mortification,  that  the  news  of  this  laft  defeat 
had  not  only  reached  the  place,  but  had  given  new  life  to 
his  enemies,  who  began  to  exclaim  lou4er  than  ever  againft 

TAiPAari*  him.     His  endeavours  to  quell  them  did  now  b\it  jncreaft 

/*"  /f "^^  *  ^^^  tumult,  till  it  broke  out  into  an  open  infurreftioq. 

u  iiUon*  jj^  ^^j^  however,  too  wife  and  brave  to  be  either  fur- 
prifed  or  terrffied  by  it ;  but  quickly  affembled  a  number 
of  forces  to  make  head  againft  them.  A  civil  war  imme- 
diately enfued,  yrh;ch  Rafted  fix  whole  years,  during  which 
above  fifty  thoufand  of  the  rebels  were  ilain,  befides  thofe 
he  loft  on  his  own  fide,  and  the  innumerable  calamities  it 
brought  on  the  Jewilh  nation  (L). 

Yr.  of  Fl.  Demetrius  came  accordingly  into  Judaea,  with  an  army 
1159.      of  three  thoufand  horfe,  and  forty  thoufand  foot,  partly 

Ante  Chr.  Jews,  and  partly  Syrians ;  and  Alexander  advanced. againft 
^^*        him  with  fix  thoufand   Greek  auxiliaries,   and   twenty 

""""""""""^  thoufand  Jews  :  each  tried  for  fome  time  to  gain  over  the 
troops  of  his  competitor ;  Demetrius  to  corrupt  the  Greek 
auxiliaries  to  forfake  the  Jewifh  king ;  and  this  latter  to 
bring  over  thofe  Jews  that  were  in  the  Syrian  army*  But 
all  their  efforts  proving  vain,  they  came  at  length  to  a  de- 

Alixanier    cifive  battle,  in  which  Alexander  was  defeated,  and  forced 

defeattd'hy  ^q  flee  to  the  mountains  for  fl^elter.    This  is  the  account 
Demetrius, 

(L)    Alexander,    however,  ^^mand.     They  unanimoufly 

though  he  iHll  got  the  better  of  cried  out,  that  he  muft  cut  his 

them,  was  fo  weary  with  de-^  own  throat,  telling  him  at  the 

ftroyjng  both   his  people  and  fame  time,. that   he  ought  to 

country,    that   he   fpared   no  think  highly  of  them,  if  they 

means,  no  offers  or  promifes,  thought  his  death  a   fufficient 

to  bring  matters   to  a  pacifica-  recompence  for  the  blood  he 

tion.'    JButashe  had  to  do  with  had  flied,  and  the  mil'chiefs  he 

a  crew  of  rebels,  and  thofe  of  had  brought  upon  the  nation, 

the  Pharifaic  leaven,  every  ad-  This  anfwer  made  him  lofe  all 

yance  he  made  did  but  harden  hopes  of   an  accommodation, 

them  the  more.  At  length,  be-  and  look  out  for  fome  more  ef- 

jngrefolvedjif  poffible,  to  bring  fedlual  means  to  fupprefs  their 

thern  to  a  better  mind,  he  fent  horrid  ihifolence ;  whilft  they, 

foqfie  of  his  friends  to  know  on  the  other  hand,  fent  to  Da- 

jvhat  would  fatisfy  them,  pro-  niafcus,  to  beg  of  Demetrius, 

miiing  to  grant  them  whatever  furnamed  Euchaerus,  to  come 

they  Aiould  io  reafon  and  i  uftice  to  their  afliftance. 

*  whicl\ 
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which  Jofephus  gives  us  of  this  aflion,  wherein  he  again 
claflies  with  the  fourth  book  of  Maccabees,  which  makes 
the  advantage  to  have  been  vaftly  on  Alexander's  fide  \ 
Be  that  as  it  will^  the  former  tells  us  that  he  was  reduced 
by  this  defeat  to  fuch  a  low  ebb,  that  he  feemed  irreco^ 
verably  loft,  when  an  unexpefted  accident  turned  agajn 
the  balance  in  his  favour.  Thofe  Jewifh  troops,  whom  he  ReUiVid, 
could  not,  with  all  his  art,  withdraw  from  the  enemy's 
army  before  the  battle,  were  now,  upon  his  lofing  it, 
waked  to  fuch  a  fenfe  of  compaflion  and  compun£tion, 
that  they  came  all  over  to  him  ;  fo  that  Demetrius,  fear- 
ing the  defeflion  would  ftill  increafe,  left  Judaea,  and 
marched  againft  his  brother  Philip.  This  retreat  gave 
Alexander  an  opportunity  of  getting  his  army  together, 
with  which  he  marched  againft  the  rebellious  Jews,  and 
defeated  them  in  every  engagement,  though  without  be- 
ing able  to  bring  them  to  fubmiffion,  or  in  the  leaft  abate 
the  fury  of  their  rcfentment,  till  a  decifive  battle  put  an 
end  to  the  w^ar.  In  thislaft  aftion  Alexander  cut  off  the  Vr,  of  FJ. 
greater  part  of  their  army,  and  drove  the  reft  into  Be-  *«6a. 
thomc,  where  he  clofely  befieged  them,  and  next  year  -^"^^  ^^^^* 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  place :  here  it  was  that  he  be-  ^ 

fm  to  let  loofe  the  feins  of  his  fury  againft  them,  in  fuch  a  jUfcrueltf 
arbarous  manner,  as  can  hardly  be  read  without  horror,  to  tkt  re* 
if  our  hiftorian,  who  was  a  zealous  Fharifee,  has  not  ex-  heU* 
aggerated  the  maUer  (M). 

b  Ch9P>  ^xix. 


(M)'Hc  caufed  eight  hun- 
dred of  the  principal  of  them  to 
be  carried  to  Jerufalem,  and 
there  to  be  all  crucified  in  one 
day,  and  at  one  place  ;  and,  as 
if  this  had  not  been  puniihment 
fufficient  to  appeafe  his  refent- 
ment,  he  caufed  their  wives 
and  children  to  be  brought  and 
butchered  before  their  faces, 
whilft  they  were  hanging  each 
upon  thejr  crofs.  But  what 
fwells  the  account  of  his  bar- 
barity almoft  beyond  all  credibi- 
lity, is,  that  he  caufed  a  ban- 
quet to  be  prepared  for  him- 
felf and  his  concubines,  near 
Wughto  this  fcene  of  hor- 
?'or,  froni  whence  he  might 
glut  his  eyes  with  their  fufFer- 
H^gs<     Hence    the    hifiorian 


adds,  that  he  had  the  name  of 
Tracidas,  or  Thracian,  given 
him,  that  nation  being  infara« 
ous,  above  all  others,  for  their 
horrid  barbarities ;  and  it  was, 
indeed,  a  name  too  good  for 
him,  if  he  was  really  guilty  of 
thefe  cruelties.  But  here  it 
muft  be  remembered,  that  Jo- 
fephus was  a  zealous  Pharifee, 
and  Alexander  an  inveterate 
enemy  to  that  fe£t :  but  how 
far  this  coniideration  may  have 
ibured  the  Pharifaic  leaven  in 
that  hiftorian,  and  have  made 
him  reprefent  that  prince  as 
lefs  fuccefsful  than  .he  really 
was,  and  guilty  of  fuch  cruel- 
ties as  he  was  a  ftranger  to, 
may  be  eafily  guefTed. 

After 


122 

iluilh  the 
Pharifaic 


Oppffef 
Anti^chus 
in  vain. 


ffts  vafi 
€wquifis. 


PeHa  takin 

and  de» 
firoyed. 


Vtmeirius 
firiptofhis 
principa* 


Yr.  of  Fl. 

2169. 
Ante  Chr. 

79- 

AUxan- 
difs  dtuth. 


The  Hiftory  of  the  Jews. 

After  this  dreadful  havock,  the  rebels  difperfed.  Eight 
thoufand  of  them  difappeared  on  the  very  night  following, 
and  never  more  molefted  him  during  the  remainder  of 
his  reign  5  fo  that,  from  that  time  forth,  the  Pharifaic 
faction  never  dared  lift  up  their  heads  as  long  as  he  lived. 
Soon  after  this  period  the  king  of  Syria,  intending  to-  in- 
vade the  territories  of  Arabia  Petrsea,  marched  through 
part  of  Jud^a,  the  only  route  which  he  could  take.  Alex- 
ander endeavoured  in  vain  to  obftrudl  him,  by  drawing 
a  deep  trench,  twenty  miles  long,  from  the  town  of  Ca* 
pherfabaF,  fince  Antipatrls,  quite  to  the  fca  of  Joppa,  and 
fortifying  it  with  wooden  towers  at  convenient  diftances. 
Antiochus  forced  his  way  through  thepi,  and  penetrated 
into  Arabia,  where  he  he  loft  his  life.  Alexander  being 
rid  of  that  fear,  marched  over  Jordan^  to  recover  fome  of 
thofe  places  in  Arabia,  and  the  lands  of  Moab  and  Gilead, 
which  he  had  formerly  taken,  but  had  been  forced  to  fur- 
render  during  the  civil  vi-^ars,  to  prevent  the  Arabian  king's 
fupporting  his  rebellious  fubje^ls.  This  invafion  brougnt 
Aretas,  now  king  both  of  Arabia  and  Ccclefyria,  into  ju- 
dsea,  where  he  defeated  Alexander  5  but,  having  foon 
after  made  a  treaty  with  him^  he  retired  with  his  forces, 
and  left  him  to  purfue  his  other  conqucfts.  .'  Alexander 
accordingly  marched  againft  the  city  of  Dion,  and  took  it 
by  aflault  *.  Pella  was  taken  next  ^ :  then  he  befieged  Effa, 
othcrwife  Gkrafa,  in  which  Theodotus^had  fecured  all 
his  treafure  ;  and  having  built  a  triple  wall  about  it,  took 
it  byftorm,  and  carried  off  all  the  rich  plunder  he  found 
in  that  place.  The  inhabitants  of  Pella  having  refufcvdto 
be  circumcifcd,  he  forced  them,  according  to  the  cufliooi 
of  the  Afmonean  princes,  to  leave  the  country,  and  their 
city  was  demolifhed.  Alexander  marching  from  .thence 
took  Guaiana,  Sdeucia^  the  Valley  of  Antiochus,  and 
Gamala;**and  ftripped  Demetrius,  who  commanded  in 
thofe  places,  of  his  principality,  becaufe  he  had  been 
guilty  of  fome  foiil  crimes  and  malverfations.  This  ex- 
pedition employed  him  three  whole  years,  after  which  he 
returned  triumphant  to  Jerufalem,  and  brought  .Deiyie- 
triusprifoner  with  him  to  ihat  metropolis,  where  his  late 
conqucfts  gained  him'  the  loud  acclamations  of  his  fub- 
jefts^  But,  giving  himfelf  up  from  thenceforward  to 
drinking,  and  other  debaucheries,  he  was  feized  with 
an  obftinate  quartan  ague,  that  prevailed  till  the  day  of 
his  death,  which  happened  aboat  three  years  after  his  re- 
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turn.  All  this  while,  neither  his  diftemper  nor  his  plea- 
fures,  which  he  ftill  purfued,  could  alleviate  his  invinci- 
ble third  after  conquefts.  Perhaps  he  was  alfo  in  hopes 
to  overcomethe  one  by  the  other;  but  it  happened  quite 
otherwifc;  and  his  ftrength  being  quite  exhaufted  by 
fatigues  and  debauch^  he  died  in  his  camp  before  Regaba, 
a  fortrefs  in  the  territories  of  the  Gerafens  beyond  Jordan, 
which  he  was  then  befieging,  in  the  twenty-feventh  year 
of  his  reign  *". 

He  left  two  fons,  Hyrcanus  and  Ariftobulus;  but  be-  Leaves  the 
queathed.the  government  of  the   kingdom    to    his   wife  ^^o^um  /• 
Alexandra,  during  her  life,  and  then  to  which  of  her  two   '^^^'^V** 
fons  fhe  fhould  think  fit  to  fucceed  her.     The  queen,  who  HerjuJI 
was  then  with  him   at  the  fiege,  forefeeing  that,  'on  his  '^'^^. 
death,  (he  and  her  family  fhould  be  expofed  to  the  re-  t^^^^    ^ 
veoge  of  the  Pharifees,  whofe  influence  was  very  great 
among  the  people,  consulted  her  dying  hufband  on  this 
fubjeiS: ;  and  he  advifed  her  to  pacify  that  violent  faftion  Hhlaflad'^ 
by  a£ls  of  fubmiilion.     He  even   exhorted  her  to  leave  it  '*"^'* 
at  their  option,  whether  or  not  his  dead  body  fhould  have 
burial ;    and  to    aifure   them  that,  for   the   future,  they 
ihould  have  a  principal  fhare  in  the  adminiftration.     At  Alexandra 
her  return  to  Jerufalem,  fhe  followed  this  falutary  counfel,  fijj^"^'^  ^'^ 
which  had  the  defired  efFeft.    The  Pharifees,  glad  to  fee  ^j^thfuc^ 
themfelves  again  at  the  head  of  affairs,  were  beyond  mea-  cefs^    " 
fure  lavifh  in  their  praifes  and  honours  to  the  deceafed 
king.     They  extolled  him  for  a  great  conqueror  and  pa- 
triot, they  beftowed  a  magnificent  funeral  on   him,  and 
applauded  above  all  his  wifdom  in  bequeathing  the  govern- 
ment to  his  queen.     This  was  certainly  a  right  ftep ;  for  Yr.  of  Fl. 
his  e^deft  fon   Hyrcanus,  then  about  thirty  years  of  age,    .  **^pL 
was  a  prince  of  a  fluggifli  difpofition,  without  ambition  -      * 

or  fpirit.     Him,  therefore,  the  queen,  thought  a  fit  fuc-  * 

ccflbr  to  his  father  in  the  pontifical  funftion,  not  fo  much 


out  of  refpe£i:   to  his   primogeniture,  as  becaufe  he  was  fiinh.pri,M. 

re  with   the  affairs  of  ftate  than   the  haaii  to  her 


Gives  the 

Icfs  likely  to  interfere  with   the  affairs  of  ftate  than   the  hood  to  her 

younger  brother,  who,  being  of  a  more  enterprifing  gt- Joh Hjrcan. 

nius,  was,  for  that  very  reafon,  fecluded,  and  confined 

to  a  private  life.     But  though  fhe  had  fo  carefully  fecurcd 

kcr  prerogative  from  any  attempts  of  her  two  fons,  yet 

ihe  was  far  enough  from  enjoying   it   fo  abfolutely  and 

quietly  as  fheexpefted.     For  the  Pharifees>  as  they  grew  The  Pka- 

more  and  more  powerful,  grew  alfo  more  and  more  info-  riieesgrota 

'cat  and  untraceable  5  infomuch,  that  her  fear  of  their  ^V*^^"^* 
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raifing  a  new  rebellion  forced  her  to  confcnt  to  many  of 
their  demands^  much  againft  her  will,  as  well  as  her  in- 
tereft. 
neir  fX'         The  firft  conceffion  they  obtained   of  her,  was  a  total 
^rbitant '      revocation  of  all  the  edifts  which  Hyrcan  the  firft,  and 
demands       ^^  j^te  king,  had  made  againft  their  conftitutions  and  tra- 
grau  i  .       ditional  dodlrines  :  the  next  was  an  amnefty  for  all  their 
fa£lIon,  together  with  the  releafe  of  fuch  of  their  brethren 
as  had  been  confined  fince  the  late  civil  war :    and   the 
third  was  the  recalling  of  all  thofe  who  had  been  either 
banifhed,  or  forced  to  fly  the  country,  fince  the  conclu- 
fion  of  it,  and  their  being  re-admitted  into  the   pofl'effion 
Yr.  of  FI.  of  all  their   forfeited   eftates.      She  retained  indeed  fix 
**7*'      thoufand  auxiliary  troops  in  her  pay,  by  which  flie  kept 
^^'     ^'  at  leaft  her  neighbours  and  conquered  provinces  in  awe, 
^  and  received  from  time  to  time  frefli  hoftages  from  them". 

But  as  the  Pharifaic  crew  looked  upon  this  fuccefs  as  the 
effefts  of  their  friendlhip  to  her,  they  claimed  all  the 
merit  of  her  peaceful  reign  to  themfelves,  and  fooh  gave 
her  to  underftand,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  total  extirpa- 
Saiduciis  tion  of  the  Sadducees  ftiould  purchafe  the  continuance  of 
firficuudy  their  friendfliip  and  afliftance.  They  began  withinfifting 
upon  her  puniftiing  with  immediate  death  all  thofe  who 
had  counfelled  her  hufband  to  to  crucify  the  eight  hundred 
rebels  lately  mentioned*  Accordingly  Diogenes,  one  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  Sadducees,  and  a  confident  of  Alexander, 
was  prefently  difpatched ;  and  after  him  a  great  many 
others,  againft  whom  they  had  laid  the  fame  accufation  «. 
fetiikntht  At  length,  fome  of  the  moft  confiderable  perfons  of 
V^^*'  that  perfecuted  party,  with  young  Ariftobulus  at  their 
head,  came  to  the  royal  palace,  to  befeech  the  qUeen  that 
flie  would  put  an  end  to  their  mifery.  They  reminded 
her  of  their  great  fervices,  and  invincible  loyalty  to  her 
late  huft)and  5  and  that  it  was  in  confideration  of  it,  that 
he  had  beftowed  on  them  thofe  marks  of  his  favour  and 
efteem,  which  expofed  them  now  to  the  fury  of  their  ene- 
mies. They  conjured  her  not  to  fufFer  the  late  king's  beft 
and  moft  loyal  friends  to  be  thus  daily  facrificed  to  the 
rancour  of  his  ambitious  and  bittereft  enemies,  at  a 
.  time  of  profound  peace,  and  under  her  government,  who 
had  been  a  witnefs  of  all  the  difficulties  and  hardftiips  they 
had  fufFered.  They  concluded  with  their  earneft  prayer, 
that  if  file  could  not  fupprefs  the  Pharifaic  rage  againft  them, 
fne  would  at  leaft  give  them  the  liberty  of  fheltering  them* 

"  Antiq.  lib.  xiii,  cap.  23.  comp.  with  lib.  xx.   cap.    8.   &  Bell. 
Jud.  lib.  i.  cap.  4.  ^  Bell>  Jud.  lib.  i.  cap.  ^. 
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fclves  from  it,  either  by  retiring  into  fome  foreign  coun- 
tries, or  by  placing  them  in  fome  of  her  garrifons,  where 
they  might  be  out  of  the  reach  of  their  enemies.     The 
queen,  though  doubtlefs  deeply  affefted  with  their  diftrefs, 
dared  not  grant  the  firtt  part  of  their  petition,  for  fear  of 
exafperating  the  Pharifees.     To  grant   them  the  fecond, 
that  is,  to  .permit  them  to  depart  the  kingdom,  was  in 
faft  depriving  herfelf  of  fo  many  faithful  fubjefts,  whofe 
friendihip  hiight  one  time  or  other  be  of  fervice  to  fupprefs 
the  arrogance  of  that  tyrannic  feft.     Upon  mature  deli-  ' 
beration,  therefore,  (he  agreed  to  the  laft  expedient  pro-  TAe  queen 
pofed,  of  placing  them  in  the  feveral  garrifons  of  the  5'''^»'^ 
kingdom,  whence  flie  might  at  any  time  fetch  them  when  /  ^f  ^ll  * 
occaGon  ferved ;    and  where  they  might   be  either   fafe  gf^^  ^ 
from  their  enemies,  or,  at  leaft,  in  a  condition  to  Hand  in* 
their   own  defence.      She  excepted,    however,   thofe  of  Yr.  of  Fh 
Hyrcania,  Alexandria,  and  Machaeron,  in  which  fhe  had    .  V^ch 
depofited  her  mofl  valuable  treafure,  left,  by  fhewing  too        -^^     ' 
great  confidence  in  them,  fhe   fliould  give   umbrage  to  - 

their  enemies  the  Pharifees.  How  (he  received  the  inter- 
ceffion  of  her  fon  Ariftobulus,  who  had  applied  to  her  on 
their  behalf,  our  hiftorian  doth  not  tell  us  5  but  intimates, 
that  fhe  fent  him  foon  after  with  an  army  into  Syria, 
agaihfl  Ptolemy  Mennxus,  who  infefted  all  the  neigh- 
bouring countries,  and  that  he  returned  without  having 
effefted  any  thing  worth  notice.  yr,  of  Fl, 

About  the  fame  time  news  came  that  Tigranes,  king  of      1*78. 
Armenia,  had  entered  Syria,  with  an  army  of  fifty  thou-  ^^^^  ^^^* 
fand  men,  and  befieged  Ptolemais,  and  that  his   defigii        ^*^* 
was  to  march  from  thence  into  Judaea.     Thefe  tidings  jj^^  g^^ 
threw  the  whole  kingdom  into  the  greateft  confternation,  bajfy  to     ' 
it  not  being  in  a  condition  to  make  head  againft  fo  power-  Tigranes* 
ful  an   invader.    She   therefore  fent  ambaiTadors,  laden 
with  the  richeft  prefents,  to  befeech  him  to  fpare  her  do- 
minions, and  to  grant  her  his  friendfhip.     Both  prefenta 
and  embafly  were  received  x  with  marks   of  the  fincerefl 
kindnefs  and  affeftion,  not  fo  much  out  of  regard  to  that 
princefs,  as  to  his  own  affairs,  which  had  by  this  time 
taken  a  different  turn ;  his  territories  being  now  threatened 
^v'ith  an  invafion  from  the  Romans,  who  had  already  pe- 
netrated into  Pontus  and  Cappadocia,   where  Lucullus 
was  then  ravaging  all  that  country  5  fo  that  he  was  forced 
to  retire  and  defend  his  own  territories,  inftead  of  inVad- 
ing  thofe  of  his  neighbours  'J. 

Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib*  xiii.  cap.  24.    Bell.  Jud.  lib*  i«  cap.  4. 
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-.,  ,       TTie  queen  was  fcarce  delivered  from  this  danger,  wheif 

hckmfs.       ^^  f^^^  ^"^^  "^^  perils.     A  fit  of  ficknefs,  which  feized 
her  about  this  time,  dangerous  in  its  nature,  and  much 
more  fo  on  account  of  her  age,  induced  her  youngeft  fon  to 
Btr  young    believe  that  his. mother's  death  was  near  at  hand,  and  that 
erjhu  tries  jj  ^^s,  therefore,  time  for  him  to  think  of  fecuring  the 
*€rownf      crown      To  this  end  he  went  out  of  Jerufalem»one  nighl, 
accompanied  by  one  fingle  confidant,  with  a  defign  to 
bring  over  to  his  intercft  thofe  friends  of  his  father,  who 
had  the  cuttody  of  the  feveral  fortifications  of  which  w6 
have  lately  fpokeri.     This  fecret  he  entrufted  with  ndne 
but  his  own  wife,  whom  he   left  behind  with  her  chiU 
dren,  till  he  came  to  the  cattle  of  Agaba,  commanded  by 
Giibeftus,  one  of  his  father's  chief  confidants,  who  re- 
ceived him  with  no  fmall  joy.     He  immediately  declared 
to  him  the  defign  of  his  coming,  and  the  reafons  he  had 
to  fear,  that,  if  his  mother  died  before  he  had  made  fure 
of  the  crown,  not  only  he,  and  his  whole  family,  but  all 
their  friends  in  general,  would  again  fail  under  the  tyranny 
of  the  Pharifaic  fetft,  through  the  indolence  and  ftupidity 
Gabeftus      of  bis  elder  brother.     As  his  fears  were  but  too   weU 
joins  vAth    grounded,  he  eafily  gained  Gabeftus,  whofe  example  was 
htm  in  it.     {qqh  followed  by  the  governors  of  the  other  fortrefles, 
Jernors'     ^^°  ^^^  declared  in  his  favour.     The  queen  miffed  her  fon 
fMnvAim.  from  thefirft  night;  but  did  not  fufpeft  him  of  any  de- 
fign, till  the  alarmed  Pharifees  brought  her  word,  that 
thofe  fortreffes  were  gone  over  to  his  intereft ;  by  which 
means  he  had  got,  in  fome  meafure,  the  whole  ftrength 
of  the  kingdom  into  his  hands.     As  to  the  army,  and  even 
the  peopte,  they  were  fenfible  they  had  ufed  them  of  late 
with  fuch  feverity  and  infolence,  that,  inftead  of  exped- 
ing  any  fupport  from  them,,  they  had  great  reafon  to  fear 
they  would,  upon  the  very  firft  occafion,  go  over  to  Arif- 
tobulus,  and  embrace  the  milder  government  of  the  Sad- 
ducees^ 
Wfjfrtan  They  had  brought  Hyrcan  with  them  to  the  queen, 

kr^ught  to  when  they  came  to  acquaint  her  with  the  difmal  fituation 
i'^^^'  of  their  affairs ;  and  both  he  and  they  were  very  preffing 
with  her,  to  advife  them  what  to  do  in  fuch  a  dangerous 
cafe.  The  queen^  who  found  herfelf  dying,  had  juft 
ftrength  enough  to  tell  them,  rfiat  her  condition  would 
not  now  permit  her  to  think  of  their  fafety ;  and  that  flic 
left  it  wholly  to  them  to  provide  for  themfelves-  She 
added,  that  they  wanted  neitlter  foldiers^  arms,  nor  mo- 
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ney,  to  make  head  againft  her  other  fon ;  and  that  fhe  Appoints 
appointed  Hyrcan  her  fucceflbr.  She  expired  immediately  Hyrcan 
after,  in  the  feventy-third  year  of  her  age,  and  the  ninth  j"^/«^^f^ 
of  her  reign,  to  the  itiexpreffible  grief  of  the  Pharifaic  fac-  Herdeatk* 
tion,  who  now  could  expeft  nothing  elfe  but  a  fevere  re- 
taliation pf  all  their  cruelties   to  the  late  king's  friends } 
but  to  the  great  joy  of  all  the  reft  of  the  kingdom,  who 
now  hoped  to  fee  an  efFeftual  end  put  to  the  Pharifaic 
tyranny,* by  her  brave  fon  Ariftobulus. 

Whilft,  therefore,  the  hopes  of  fuch  a  happy  change 
brought  daily  both  army  and  people  over  to  him,  the  Pha- 
rifees  found  no  other  expedient  to  provide  for  their  own 
fafety,  than  that  of  feizing  on  his  wife  and  children,  and 
confining  them  in  the  caftle  of  Baris,  to  be  kept  there  as 
hoftages.      When  they  found    that  this  precaution   did 
not  ftop  his  progrefs,  but  that  he  took  the  royal  title  and 
Hate  upon  him,   and  daily   gained  ftrength,  they  raifed 
an  army.     Ariftobulus,  who  defired  nothing  more  than^a  pt    .- 
decifive  battle,  well  knowing  that  he  had  little  to  fear,  his  raife  an 
brottier  foon  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  deciding  the- con-  army  a- 
teft.     A  battle  was  accordingly  fought   near  Jericho,  in  S^^^fl  A- 
which  moftof  Hyrcan's  forces  wentdver  to  his  brother;  ^ifij'l^«J«si 
fo  that  he  had  no  way  left  but  to  retire  to  Jerufalem,  and  ^^I  f^^ 
to  {hut  himfelf  up  in  the  fame   caftle,  where   they   had  /«  him* ' 
confined  Ariftobulus's  wife  and  children.    The  forces  that 
adhered   to  him  followed  his   example^  and  took  fan£lu- 
ary  within  the  verge  of  the  temple;  where  they  had. not 
been  long  before  they  went  oyer  to  his  vi£lorious  brother. 
Things  being  brought  to  this  defperate  ftate,  Hyrcan  was  fjyrean  rr. 
glad  to  accept  of  a  peace  upon  any  terms  ;  and  Ariftobulus  duced  to  a' 
granted  it  to  him,  upon  condition  that  he  diverted  himfelf  pri'vate 
of  his  regal  and  pontifical   dignity,  and  wholly  refigned  ^'/^* 
them  to  him,  and  contented  himfelf  with  a  private  life, 
with  the  enjoyment  of  his  peculiar  patrimony.     Hyrcan, 
who  was  a  man  witliout  ambition  or  fpirit,  made  no  diffi- 
culty to  yield  to  thefe  conditions,  and  to  diveft  himfelf  of 
a  government  he  could  keep  no  longer,  after  having  been 
in  pofleflion  of  it  abou|  three  months '. 

This  depofition  did  not  however  hinder  Hyrcan's  retain- 
ing ftill  a  powerful  party,  which  confifting  of  Pharifees, 
who  had  nothing  to  hope,  but  a  great  deal  to  fear,  from 
his  fuccefsful  brother,  were  ftill  bufily  plotting  to  raife  up 
their  old  idol  over  him;  Thefe  intrigues  were  obferved 
ty  Antipater,  the  father  of  Herod,  who  was  an  Idum^an 
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profelyte,  and  had  been  appointed  governor  of  Idumsea  by 
Anttpattr     Alexander  Jannaeus.    This  perfon,  ^though,  in  all  likeli- 
*"/'^^  */    hood,  indifferent  as  to  the  diftinftion  between  Pharifee 
fl^f      "     and  Sadducee,  was  in  as  great  danger  of  feeling  the  re- 
fentments  of  Ariftobulus,  as  any  of  the  former  fed.     His 
peculiar  (kill  and  and  addrefs,  backed  by  an  unmeafurable 
ambition,  had  long  before  recommended  him  to  the  fa* 
vour  of  the  late  king  Alexander,  and  of  his  queen  Alex- 
andra, who  had  beftowed  the  government  of  Idumsea  up- 
on him  ;  and,  as-  he  had  ftill  looked  upon  Hyrcan  as  their 
fucceflbr,  the  hopes  of  advancing  himfelf  ftill  higher  un- 
der that  foft  prince,  had  betrayed  him  into  a  more  than 
ordinary  zeal  for  his  intereft ;  fo  that,  when  he  came  to 
Yr.  of  Fl.  fee  his  orother  on  the  throne,  he  had  all  the  reafon  in  the 
%%%^*       world,  not  only  to  defpair  of  further  advancement,  but  to 
Ante  Chr.  jread  his   refentment.     This  confideration   determined 
^*         him  to  join  the  difcontented  Pharifees,  whom  he  took 
Cabals        ^^^^  ^P  ^^^  "^^^  fears  and  jealoufies,  from  that  prince, 
nvith  the      whom  they  ftyled  an  ufurper ;  and  who,  he  told  them, 
difiontent'    would  never  think  himfelf  fecure,  till  he  had  cut  off  his 
ed  Phari'     brother,  and,  with  him,  all  that  had  been  in  his  intereft. 
J*'**  As  foon  as  he  had  gained  Hyrcan's  confent,  he  readily 

offered  to  negotiate  that  affair  with  Aretas,  king  of  Ara- 
bia ;  and  this  commiffion  he  executed  with  fuch  privacy 
Carries       and  difpatch,  that  he  came  back  very  foon,  took  Hyr- 
^^A^Jl^^'  can  with  him  in  the  night,  and,  by  long  journeys,  con- 
veyed him  to  Petra,  the   metropolis  of  Arabia,  where 
he  prefented  him  to  the   king.    It  is  likely  that  Anti- 
pater,  at   his  firft  interview  with  Aretas,  had  only  en- 
gaged   him  to  proteft  Hyrcan  againft  his  brother;  but 
now  they  were  both  at  his  court,  he  began  to  open  to  him 
the  other  part  of  his  defign,  and  to  convince  him  how 
much  it  would  be  his  intereft  to  aflift  him  in  the  recovery 
of  his  kingdom,  by  affuring  him"  that  he  fliould  have  all 
the  places  reftored  to  him,  which  had  been  heretofore 
taken  from  him  by  the  Jewifh  kings,  which  were  very 
many  and  confiderable,  and  which  he  muft  never  hope 
to   recover,  as  long  as  Ariftobulus  was  on  the  throne. 
Hyrcan  was  eafily  perfuaded  to  confirm  all  his  minifter 
Aretas  in-  had  faid,  and  to  ratify  all  the  engagements  he  had  made 
'oadesju'    to  the  Arabian  king,  who  came  foon  after  with  them  into 
d^a.  Judaea,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  five   thoufand  men, 

where  he  was  joined  by  thofe  oi  Hyrcan's  party.     Arifto- 
bujus  marched  againft  him,  and  an  obftinate  fight  cn- 
Ariflobulus  fued,  in  which  he  was  totally  defeated,  and  forced  to  flee 
dejeated.      into  Jerufalem.     Aretas  purfued  him  thither,  and,  enter- 
ing that  metropolis  without  oppofition,  drove  him  and  his 

few 
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few  men,  moft  of  them  priefts,  into  the  precinft  pf  the  Befiegedin 
temple,  and  there  clofely  befieged  him,  whilft  the  reft  of  '^'  ^^w///. 
the  people  declared  for  the  conqueror  ^  ,        . 

SECT-    IV.  ;  ; 

The  Hijtory  qf^  the  Jews^  from  their  being  fitbdued  by 
the  Romans  to  the  Reign  of  Herod  the  Great. 

ARISTOBULUS,  being  thus  ftreightly  befieged  by  y^.  of  Fl, 
^  the  Arabian  king,  and  forfaken  by  all  his  party,  was       2283. 
forced  to  have  rccourfe  to  the  Romans.     Pompey,  having  Ante  Chr. 
by  this  time  overcome  Xigranes,  was  retired  into  the  Lefler        ^^' 
Armenia,  and  from  thence  had  4ifpatched  Gabinius  into  ^^    »    ' " 
Judsea  \  and  this  laft,  having  received  thFce  hundred  ta-  j^^ff^  /^i 
ients  from  Ariftobulus^  was  gone  back  without  having  vltedty 
taken  any  ftcps  either  for  of  againft  his  intereft.    Sc^u^us  ^rifiobu* 
came  next  from  Syria  into  Judaea,  and,  in  his  way,  was  *"^'     ^  '\ 
met  by  fome  ambaffadors  from  the  two  contending  bro- 
thers, each  to  implore  his  friendfhip  and  affiftance,  for 
which  they  offered  him  four  hundred  talents.     Scaurus,   Scaurus 
who  knew  Ariftobulus  to  be  the  more  liberal,  and  the  bought  b;^ 
braver  of  the  two,  fuflFered  himfelf  to  be  gained  by  him  ;   ^^ift^^f^* 
bcfides,  he  rightly  judged  it  would  be  the  eafier  talk  to 
reftore  him,  fince  he  need  but  oblige  Aretas  to  raife  the 
fiege,  and  depart  out  of  Judaea,  and  Hyrcan  would  foon 
be  abandoned  by  his  party.     He  therefore  wrote  a  threat- 
ening letter  to  Aretas,  in  which  he  told  him,  that,  if  he 
did  not  immediately  withdraw  his  troops,  he  fhould  be 
declared  an  enemy  to  Rome,  and  oblige  Pompey  to  turp 
his  arms  againft  his  country.     Aretas,  who  had  no  mitnl 
to  cxafperate  the  Roman  general,  readily  obeyed,  and  led 
his  army  out  of  Judaea  :  Scaurus  returned  to  Damafcus  ; 
and  Ariftobulus,  being  thus  timely  relieved,  affembled  a 
body  of  forces,  and  purfued  the  Arabian  king.     He  over- 
took him,  aiid  his  brother  Hyrcan,  at  a  place  called  Pa- 
pyrion,  where  he  engaged  and  defeated  him,  after  hav-  jtretas  <//^ 
ing  killed  feven  thoufand  of  his  men,  and  amongft  them  ft'^ted. 
Cephalion,  the  brother  of  Antipater  ^.     Much  about  the   *rhe  /wa 
fame  time  Pompey,  being  come  to.  Damafcus, .  received  brothers 
ambaffadors  from  all  the  neighbouring  ftatea,  efpecially  f^J^^P^^* 
thofe  of  Judaea,  Syria,  arid  Egypt.     The  princes  of  thcfe  p^^^lL^ 
^hree  being  but  a  kind  of  ufurpers,  were  extremely  defir- 

<  Antiq.  lib.  xiv.  cap.  4..    Bell*  Jud.  lib.  i.  cap.  5.        '^  lid.  ibid. 
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Sindafe 
e9nd  em" 


6US  to  bring  the  Romans  over  to  tbeir  intereft,  and  en- 
deavoured to  gain  their  general  by  moft  magnificent  pre*-* 
fents  (N).     . 

Soon  after  this  occafion,  tbe  two  contending  brothers 
fent  feparate  embaffies  toFompey^  on  his  coming  into 
Coelefyria,  each  to  implore  his  frien^Oifp  and  patronage 
againft  the  other  \  Antipafter  kl  behalf  of  Hyrcan^  and 
Nicodenous  in  behalf  of  AnftobHiu»^  Botit  tvere  heard 
with  feeming  equanimity,  difmified  with  fair  promifes» 
and  the  two  bfpthers  ordered  to  appear  m  perfoi»^  and 
to  plead  their  caufe  before  him.  After  a^  full  htcaxing, 
he  engaged  to  decide  tbd  cohtroverfy  as^  juflice:  ftovfat 
direft.  .      >  i  , 

Early  la  the  following^  ycaf  Pompey  returned  tc^Sjnt^ 
where  he  depofed  fev^ral  petty  tyrants,  took  feveral-  for- 
trQ0eS)  particularly  that  of  Lyfiad,  of  whidi  Silas  a  Jew 
had4S>ade  himfeif  mafter^r.and  came  at  lengdi  to  Damaf- 
FUadtfuir  cua#  Here  he  fourid  the.two  brothers,  who  were  come  to 
plead  their  caufe  and  pretenfions  before  him,  and,  had 
brought  a  great  number  ^cf  witnefies  to  their  refpe£^ive 


Tr.  of  Fl» 

^285. 
Ante  Chr. 

63. 


€aufe  In 
perfin. 


y  wtliad  P^^*^'    But,  befides.  tb^fe,  there  came  another  fet  of  Jews> 

agttinjf 
thim  both. 


to  plead  againft  them  both,  alleging,  that  their  nation  had 
been  for  a  long  time  governed  only  by  the  high-pricfts  of 
the  God  of  Ifrael,  without  the  regal  dignity ;  and  that,^ 
though  the  two  brothers  were  of  the  facerdotal  race,  they 
bad  governed  them  contrary  to  their  ancient  laws,  by 
taking  the  power  and  title  of  kings,  and  thereby  reducing 
JiyrcatCs  the  Jewifli  nation  into  a  date  of  flavery.  Hw can  fpoke 
defence.  next,  and  complained,  that  being  the  elder  brother,  he 
had  been  unjuftly  depofed  by  Ariftobulus,  and  by  him 
forced  into  a  private  ftate,  with  only  the  income  of  a  few 
paternal  l^ands,  whilft  Ariftobulus,  not  contented  with  the 
revenues  of  the  whole  kingdom,  committed  continual  de* 
predations  on  his  neighbours  both  by  fea  and  land.     For 


(N)  Ariftobulus,  for  his  par^ 
fent  him  a  golden  vine,  upon  a 
fquare  mount,  with  the  fruit 
on  it,  and  deer,  lions,  and  o- 
ther  beads  about  it,  all  of  the 
fame  precious  metal.  This  cu- 
rious piece  had  been  formerly 
made  by  Alexander  Jannseus, 
and  was  now  fent  to  Pompey, 
who  conveyed  it  to  Rome, 
where  it  was  depofited  in  the 
temple  of  Jupiter,  in  the  Ca- 


pitol. Strabo  tells  us  that  he 
law  it  there,  and  that  it  war 
reckoned  worth  five  thoufand 
talents.  However,  the  fenate,. 
being  neither  willing  to  ac- 
knowlege  Ariftobulus  for  king 
of  Judaea,  nor  to  return  fo  no- 
ble and  curious  a  prefent,  or- 
dered it  to  be  infcribed  to  his 
father  Alexander,  king  of  tbe^ 
Jews, 

proof 
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proof  of  all  which,  he  brought  a  thoufand  of  the  principal 
Jews,  who  had  been  gained  by  Antjpatcr,  to  witnefs  what 
he  had  alleged.    To  this  charge  Ariftobulus  replied,  that  Ari/lohu* 
he  had  indeed  turned  his  brother  out  of  th e. government  j  ArxV  reply* 
but  that  it  was,  becaufe  he  was  incaJDable  of  holding  it^ 
and  not  from  any  ambitious  views  of  his  ownj  that  Hyr- 
can  was  a  perfon  of  fo  inaftive  and  fluggifli  a  difpofition^ 
and  fo  delpifed  by  the  people,  that  he  bad  been  forced  to 
wreft  the  power  out  or  his  hand^,  left  it  fliould  be  trans- 
ferred into  another  family.     He  added,  that,  as  to   thq 
ropl  title,  it  was  no  other  than  his  father  Alexander  had 
borne  before  him.    However,  Pompey,  after  a  full  hear*  PomM 
ing  of  all  parties,  wifely  deferred  giving  his  fcnt^nce,  left  pf*(^w  '^ 
Ariftobulus,  againft  whom  he  defigned  to  declare,  ftiould  ^^ifi^  S 
obftrufl:  his  intended  Expedition  againft  the  Nabatheans  ( 
and  contented  himfelf  v^rith  difmiiling  them  with  a  pro- 
tnife,  thai:  as  foon  as  he  had  fubdued  Aretas,  he  would 
come  himfelf  into  Judsea,  and  there  determine  their  con* 
troverfy*     Ariftobulus,  who  looked  upon  this  delay  as  an  ondArtfio* 
ill  omen,  and  did  not  perhaps  care  to  fee  Pompey  In  Ju-  buitis  goes 
daea,  went  away  in  difguft,  firft  to  Delton,  and  thence  #«»<///*• 
into  Judaea,  without  fo  much  as  taking  leave  of  the  Ro-  ^^* 
man  general  ^'^ 

His  abrupt  departure  incenfed  Pompey,  who  forthwith 
afiembled  his    troops,   and  marched   dire£bly  to  Judxa. 
Ariftobulus  had  raifed  a  good  army,  and  was  himfelf  at 
the  caftlc  of  Alexandrion,  a  place  of  no  fmall  ftrength  (O), 
when  Pompeiy  entered  Jud^a.     As  foon  as  this  laft  had 
reached  Corea,  he  fent  for  Ariftobulus  to  come  to  him  ;  j^  fummw 
who  would  willingly  have  excufed  himfelf,  but  was  at  ^^  to  ap- 
length  prevailed  upon  by  thofe  that  were  about  Kim  to  pear  be/on 
obey  the  fummons,  and  prevent  thereby  a  war  with  the  ^^«» 
Roman  general.     He  came  accordingly,  more  than  once 
or  twice,  and  conferred  with  him  about  the  difpute  be- 
tween his  brother  and  him,  fparing  neither  compliments^ 
promifcs,  nor  prefents,  to  engage  him  on  his  fide.     Pom-  Pomptfi 
pey  as  often  difmifled  him  with  a  fliew  of  friendfliip,  and  partiality 
fuffered  him  to  return  to  his  caftle.     At  length  he  pro-  againft 
pofed  to  him,  that  he  fliould  put  all  his  fortreffcs  into  his  *^* 

w  Antiq.  fib.  xiv.  cap.  5.  &  Bell.  Judg.  lib.  i.  cap.  5. 
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'  (O)  This  fortrefs  had  been  the  very  entrance  into  JudM, 

built  by  his  &ther  Alexander  near  the  town  of  Corea,  which 

Jannxus,  and  was  from  him  was  the  firft  place  in  Jud2ea  oqi 

called  Alexandrion ;  it  was  £•  the  Samarium  fide. 


tuate  on  a  high  mountab,  in 


K  a  handt^ 
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)iands,  and  fend  orders  to  all  his  governors  to  refign  thcilf 
to  him  without  hefitation.  It  was  eafy  then  for  him  to 
fee,  that  the  Roman  general  was  in  his  brother's  intereft, 
and  wanted  only  to  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  maintain 
himfelf  againft  his  deciGon.  But  though  he  had  long 
fufpe£led  his  partiality,  and  taken  all  pomble  methods  to 
fecurc  himfelf  againft  it,  yet  was  he  forced,  though  much 
againft  his  will,  to  comply  with  the  propofal,  being  now 
in  that  general's  hands.  But,  as  foon  as  he  found  himfelf 
at  liberty,  he  fled  with  all  fpeed  to  Jerufalem,  with  full 
refolution  to  defeat  his  defign  *. 
F^mpgy  Pompey  foon  followed  him  to  that  metropolis  J  then  An* 

comes  a-      ftobulus,  repenting  of  what  he  had  done,  came  out,  and 
S^'^JJ^y^    went  to  throw  himfelf  at  his  feet,  and  to  beg  of  him  to 
ruja  M.       forbear  any  hoftilities  againft  the  Jcwifli  nation,  promifing 
hira  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  upon  that  condition. 
The  general  agreed  to  it,  and,  keeping  him  in  his  camp^ 
fent  Gabinius  with  fome  troops  to  receive  the  money  j  but 
he  was  rcpulfed  by   the  garrifon,   who  Ihut  the   gatea 
Kf€ps  Art*  againft  him,  and  refufed  to  perform  the  agreement.   This 
fl^butus  in    difappointment  fo  exafperated  Pompey,  that  he  ordered 
ehoitts^        Ariftobulus  to  be  kept  in  chains,  and  marched  diredlly 
with  his  whole  army  againft  the  city. 
.  The  inhabitants  being  divided  into  the  two  faftions  of 
Hyrcan  and   Ariftobulus;    the   former,   which  was   the 
more  numerous,  opened  the  gates ;  while  the  other  took 
flicker  in  the  temple.    Pompey  fent  Pifo,  one  of  his  ge- 
nerals, with  a  number  of  troops,  to  fecure  the  place,  and 
the  royal  palaces,  whilft  thofe  that  were  in  the  temple 
were  bufy  in  fortifying  every  part  of  it  that  could  be  of 
fervice-for  fuftaining  a  fiege.     He  at  firft  offered  projpofals 
knd  be-       of  peace  ;  but  finding  them  determined  on  hoftjle  mea* 
Jie^es  tki     furcs,  he  refolved  to  befiege  the  temple  in  form.     He  be- 
^'^'  gan  with  inclofing  the  place  with  a  ftrong  wall,  to  pre- 

vent either  their  flight,  or  their  receiving  any  help  from 
without ;  Hyrcan  gladly  fumifliing  him  with  all  neceflary 
Implements  to  carry  on  the  wotk.  Battering  rams,  and 
other  engine*  of  war,  being  brought  to  him  from  Tyre, 
h^  ordered  the  attack  to  be  made  on  the  i^ctrth  fide  of  the 
temple,  which  was  the  weakeft,  though  inclofett  with 
ftrong  walls,  high  towers,  and  other  foj^tificatioas ;  having;^ 
a  large  deep  ditch,  and  a  fpacious  valley  beneath.  As 
for  the  other  fides  of  it,  they  were  in  a  manner  inacccf- 
fible,  after  the  bridges  had  been  broken  down.     The  bat- 

X  Antiq,  lib;'xiv.  cap.  6.  Bell.  Jud.  ubi  fupra. 
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tering  engines  being  accordingly  raifed.on  mounds  and 

platforms,    began  to  play  in  earnefl  againfl.  the  place, 

and  to  fling  large  ftones  into  it ;  whilft  the  befieged  were 

as  induitrious  in  levelling  the  one,  and  difmo anting  the 

other,  as  fail  as  they  were  raifed  by  the  befiegers.    The 

£ege  had  already  continued  three  months,  and  miglit  in 

;ill  likelihood  have  lafted  fnuch  longer,  had  not  the  be-  Sirante 

fieged  been  feized  again  with  their  old  fatal  fuperftition  fiiperfiition 

about  the  breach  of  the  fabbath,  which  hindered  them  ^f^^ 

from  making  a  fuitabk  defence.  7rw/* 

This   fcruple  had  now  made  fuch  an  imprefiion  up* 
on  them,    that  they   never  moved  a  hand  on  that  day 
to  hinder  either  mounds  and  batteries  \^c\ng  raifed,  or 
breaches  being  made  in  their  walls ;  a  circumilance  which 
being  at  laA  perceived  by  the  beiiegers,  they  took  the  ad* 
rantage.of  getting  all  things  ready  for  an  aflault,  on  that 
day,  without  throwing  either  ftones,  x>r  any  miihve  wea- 
piHi^  that  might  force  them  to  ftand  on  their  own  de* 
fence ;  fo  that  the  befieged  might  let  them  go  on  with 
their  other  works,  without  the  lead  oppoption :  and  fuch 
was  their  zeal  fpr  the  divine  fervice  of  the  temple,  that 
no  annoyance  from  the  enemy  could  obftru£^  it  from  be- 
i^g  performed  with  the  fame  regularity,  and  calmnefs, 
as  in  time  of  the  prpfoundeft  peace.     By  thefe  means  the 
befiegers  made  at  length  a  breach  by  battering  one  of  their 
towers,  which  in  its  fall  brought  down  a  confiderable* 
part  of  the  wall,  fo  that  they  eafily  mattered  the  place. 
Cornelius  Fauftus,  the  fon  of  Sylla,  at  the  head  of  a  de-  rht  citj 
tachment,  mounted  one  end  of  the  breach,  Furius.ad-^''^^' 
yanced  at  the  other  end,    and  Fabius  in  the  center.     A 
horrid   flaughicr  immediately  enfued,   in  which  no  lefs 
than  twelve  thoufand  of  the  beiieged  were  killed  by  the 
Komans,  besides  many  more,  who  died  by  their  own  hands. 

What  was  moft   lurprifing  during  this  horrid   fcene,  ju^trablg 
was  the  conftancy  of  the  priefts,  who  never  intermitted  conftanty 
one  moment  the  divine  fervice  of  the  temple  %  but  con-  9fthe 
tinued  to  offer  up  their  ufual  prayers,  praifes,  and  facri-  P^^^fi^* 
fices,  with  the  fame  calmnefs  and  alfiduity,  as  if  no  fuch 
flaughter  had  been  then  afting  in  that  facred  place ;  and 
at  laft  fufFered  themfelves  to  be  butchered  before  the  altar, 
with  as  much  meeknefs  and    conftancy,  as  the  victims 
they  were  then  offering.     Pomyey,  though  furprifcd  at 
their  religious   conftancy,  caufed  all  the  prifoners   that        .>     , 
were  found  to  have  been  moft  zealous  againft  him  tol)e   . 
put  to  death,  whilft  a  great  number  of.  the  left  prevented 
l^m  by  their  own  defperate  refolution  5  fome  threw  them- 
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inters  into 
*'  the  temple  i 


feWes  down  precipices,  and  others,  fetting  their  apart* 
ments  on  fire,  were  confumed  in  the  flames.  "The  Ro* 
mans  foon  altered  the  face  of  the  Jewilh  afl^airs,  accord-i 
ing  to  their  ufual  method.  Hyrcan  was  indeed  reftored 
to  the  pontifical  dignity,  with  the  fpecious  title  of  prince^ 
though  from  thenceforth  tributary  to  Rome  ;  but  he  was 
wholly  divcfted  of  his  regal  power,  and  forbid  to  refume 
either  the  diadem,  or  royal  ftyle,  or  to  extend  his  ter- 
ritory beyond  the  old  borders  of  Judxa.  All  the  cities 
which  had  been  gained  by  his  predcceffors  in  Ccelefyria 
and  Phceniciay  were  taken  from  him,  and  reftored  to  Sy<-> 
ria,  of  which  province  ScaurUs  was  left  governor,  at  the 
head  of  two  Roman  legions,  to  keep  the  country  in  awe^ 
whilft  the  conqueror  prepared  for  his  return  to  Rome. 

But,  before  he  left  Jerufalem,  he  gave  the  Jews  a  more 
mortifying  ftrokc  than  any  we  have  yet  related.  We 
have  had  frequent  occafion  to  mention  how  jealous  they 
were  of  having  their  temple  profaned  bv  ftrangers,  whom 
they  abfolutely  debarred  from  fetting  foot  into  that  holy 
place.  But  rompey,  eager  to  fatisfy  his  curiofity,  and 
to  view  the  moft  facred  receffes  of  that  building,  caufed 
them  to  be  opened  to  him  }  arid,  attended  with  a  number 
of  his  chief  commanders,  penetrated  even  into  the  moft 
holy  place,  into  which  the  high-prieft  alone  was  permitted 
to  enter  once  a  year,  on  the  grand  day  of  expiation.  '  Hfe 
viewed  with  a  curious  eye  the  golden  table,  candleftick, 
cenfers,  lamps,  and  other  veflels,  the  great  quantity  of 
rich  perfumes  and  fpices  ufed  in  the  divine  worfhip  ;  and 
in  the  treafury  he  found  about  two  thbufand  talents.  But 
whether  the  facred  charafter  of  the  place  infpired  him 
with  an  uncomnion  refpeft  for  the  things  which  he  there 
faw,  he  not  only  forbore  to  touch  any  of  them,  but  im- 
mediately ordered  the  priefts  and  officers  of  the  temple 
to  purify  it,  and  to  oflfer  up  their  facrifices  according  to 
cuftom  y. 

Pompey,  having  thus  fubdued  the  Jewifh  nation,  to 

prevent  a  future  revolt,  pulled  down  the  walls  of  Jeru- 

falem,  and  left  Scaurus  governor,  with  a  fufficient  force. 

Ht  fet  out  for  Rome  foon  after,  and  took  with  him  Ari- 

htj  carried  ftobulus,  and  his  two   fons,  Alexander  and  Antigonus, 

t9  Romt.      ^j^  jjjjg  ^^^^^  daughters,  as  captives,  to  adorn  his  triumph. 

However,  they  were  not,  it  feen^s^^  fo  clofely  guarded, 

Mixandir    but  that  Alexander  found  means  to  efcape,  and  to  return 

'''•w  '*'  ^^^  J^^?^>  where  he  foon  drew  a  cpnfiderable  party  after 
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fcim,  which  pioved  the  fource  of  new  and  more  grievous 
troables(P). 

As  foon  as  Hyrcan  found  himfclf  rid  of  his  rival  hro-  Antipaufi 
ther,  he  relapfed  afrefh  into  his  indolence,  leaving  the  polity* 
care  of  his  affair^ to  Aptipater,  who,  like  a  true  politician, 
failed  not  no  turn  it  %o  his  advantage,  and  the  aggran- 
dizing of  his  own  family.  He  forefaw,  however,  that  he  ' 
could  not  eaiily  compafs  bis  ends^  unlefs  he  endeared 
himfelf  to '^  the  Roman^;  and  therefore  fpared  neither 
J)ains  nor  coft  i6  gain  their  favx)un  Scauru^  was  foon 
after  beholden  to  him  for  a  fupply  <)f  corn,  and  other 
jprovifion,  without  which  his  army,  which  he  had  led 
againft  the  metropolis  of  Arabia,  muft  have  been  Iti 
danger  of  pcrifliing.  This  feryicc  was  followed  by  an-^ 
other :  Antipater,  who  was  Jo  well  known  to  the  king  of 
4rabia,  went  and  prevailed  on  that  prince  to  pay  three 
hundred  talents  to  the  Roman  geterai^  and  db^rcby  fave 
his  country  from  being  ravaged. 

In  the  mean  time  Alexander  faavine  formed  a  ftronj 
^rty  in  Judaea,  and  an  army  of  ten  thoufand  foot,  am 
•^fteen  hundred  horfe,  began  to  raife  arfd  fortify  feveral  ^^' 
tminent  fortreffes,  fuch  as  thofe  of  Alexandrion  and  Ma- 
chseron,  fittiate  near  the  foot  of  the  Arabian  mountains^ 
and  from  them  made   frequent  incurfions  into  Judxa.  Yr.  of  FL 
Hyrcan  was  not  in  a  qondition  to  fupprefs  him  y  on  the      ^^^^* 
contrary,  having  endeavoured  to  fhelter  himfelf  from  him  ^^^  ^^ 
by  rebuilding  the  walls  of  his  metropolis,  which  Pompey        ^^' 
had  caufed  to  be  demoliflied,  the  Romans,  always  jealous  Hyrcan 
of  their  new  conquefts,  had  ordered  him  to  defift  ^  fo  calls  in  thi 
that  he  was  forced  to  call  them  in  to  fupprefs  this  new  Rommu,, 
invader.     Accordingly  Gabinius,  who  was  prefident  of 
Syria,  detached  Marc  Antony  With  fome  troops  againft 
him,  whilft  he  himfelf  and  the  reft  of  his  army  were  pre- 
|)aring  to  follow.     Antipater  fent  likewife  fuch  forces  as 
he  had  raifed  to  join  the  Roman  general.     Thefe  being 
followed  by  a  number  of  JewjS  in  the  Roman  intereft. 


Jlixandcr 
nuaftcs  J» 


(P)  As  for  his  father  and 
brother,  they  were  brought  to 
Rome,  and  led  in  triumph 
lunong  the  many  other  princes 
whom  Pompey  had  conquet- 
^.  What  became  of  Ariild- 
bulus  afterwards,  we  may  fee 
in  the  £equel ;  but  among  the 


rich  fpoils  which  Pompey  par- 
ried with  him,'  was  the  golden 
vine  we  have'  already  fpo- 
ken  of,  the  wonh  of  which 
is  fald  ta  have  amounted  to 
five  or  fix  hundred  talents,  and 
which  he  dedicated  ta  Jupiter 
Capitoliniis  [2)» 
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with  Pitolaus  at  their  head,  Alexander  was  forced  to 
retire  into  the  neighbourhood  of  Jerufalcm,  where   he 
Aleximatr    wa^  defeated,  and  loft  three  thouiand  of  his  men,  befides 
iUfioted,      thofe  that  were  taken  prifoners.     He  was  thence  purfue4 
Blcekfd       to  Alexandrion,  and  there  befieged  by  Gabinius;  but  the 
up  in  Alex-  place  being  ftrong,  and  well  provided,  that  general  or*? 
aadrto9.      dered   a  number  of  his   troops  to  inveft  it,   whilft  h<? 
marched  with  the  reft  into  Judaea,  where  he  caufed  the 
cities,  which  had  been  demolifhed,  to  be  rebuilt,  accords 
Samaria     ^^R  ^o  Pompey's  order.    Samaria  beine  one  of  them,  he 
rtbttilt.        called  it,  from  his   own  name,  Gabiniana ;  but  Herod 
foon  after  changed  it  into  that  of  Sebafte  *.     Whilft  Alex- 
ander was  clofely  befieged,  he  fent  to  defire  peace  of  the 
Roman  general,  promifing  to  furrender  that  fortrefs,  and 
Pmu  thofe  of  Machaeron  and  Hyrcanion.     About  the   fame 

madi  nui/k  ^ime  his  mother,  a  wife  and  difcieet  woman,  whofe  huf- 
uUexandiT.  j^^^^  (Ariftobulus)  and  her  children  were  ftill  kept  pri- 
foners  at  Rome,  vifited  the  Roman  general,  and  by  her 
addrefs  infinuated  herfelf  fo  much  in  his  favour,  that  h^ 
granted  her  fon  the  peace  which  he  defired,  and  hfi  was 
difmifled  with  pardon  and  impunity.     Gabinius  o^:dere4 
the  three  fortrefles  to  be  demoliflied,  that  they  might  no 
longer  be  an  occafion  *of  frefti  revolts ;  and  condu£led 
Hyrcan  to  JerufaJem,   where  he  reinftated  him  afrefh  iq 
Change  of    his  pontifical  dignity.     He  then  divided  the  province  into 
the  Je<wi/k  five  feveral  diftrifts,  and  erefted  a  feparate  court  of  ju- 
gowrn-       dicature  in  each ;  the  firft  at  Jerufalem,  the  fecond  at  Ga- 
^      /  4ara,  th^  third  at  Amath,  the  fourth  at  Jericho,  and  th^ 

fifth  at  Sephoris  in  Galilee  * ;  by  which  inftitution,  the 
government  was  changed  from  a  monarchy  into  an  arifto- 
cracy,  and  the  Jews,  who  had  been  till  then  governed  by 
their  own  monarchical  pontiffs,  fell  under  the  fubjeftion 
•  of  a  fet  of  tyrant^  ( (^). 

In 

*  Vide  Syncei.  ap.  Uffer.  fub  A.  M.  3979.  *  Antiq.  lib,  xiv. 

cap.  10,  &  Bel  J.  Jucl.  lib.  1.  cap.  6. 

(  Q^)  The  Jews  had  till  now  hedrim.   OftheleiTer  fort  there 

been  governed  by  two  forts  of  was  one  in  every  city ;  and  two 

.councils,  pr,  courts  of  judica-  at  Jerufalem,    where    was   a 

turc,    under  their    fovereign.  greater  concourfe  of  people  and 

Thefe  councils,  or  fanhedrims,  bufinefs.     The  grand  fanhe- 

'  were  of  two  forts,  the  inferipr  drini  fat  only  at  Jerufalem,  and 

confifting  of  twenty-three,,  and  h^d  a   place   appropriated  to 

the  greater  of  Ibventy. two  per-  them  in  the  temple.     It  was 

fons;  and  this  latf^r^.TVas  ,ei»-  thelaft  rcfjprt  to  which  all  o- 

^phaiically  called  the  grand  ^-  thcr  inferior  tribunals  might 

appeaU 
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'  Jath^  mean. time  Ariftobulus  foand  means  to  efcape  Arifiobn" 
put  of  the  prifon,  into  which  he  had  been  remanded  after  lus  tfiapa 
Pompey*s  triumph,  and  to  retjarn  into  Judaea  with  his  fon  ^*  3^** 
Anti?onu$.  -  Here  he  was  foon  joined  by  a  conGderable      * 
number  of  Jews,  and  among  the  reft  by  Pitolaus^  who  had 
till  thea  been  a  chief  leader  of  the  Roman  party.     But  a 
great  number  coming  to  him  without  arms,  he  was  forced 
to  difmifs  them,  and  only  rcferved  eight  thoufand  ftout 
men,  wifh  whom  he  went,  to  fecure  and  rebuild  the  caftle 
of  Alexandirion,  which  had  been  demolifhed  by  Gabinius  ; 
but  this  laft  fent  Caefenna,  Marc  Antony,  and  Servilius 
againfl  him,  who  killed  five  thoufand  of  his  men,  and 
forced  him  to  fly  with  the  reft  into*  the  ruinated  caftle  of 
Macha^ron.    The  Romans  di4  not  give   time  to  fortify  DrfiatijL 
himfelf^  but  came  and  befieged  him ;  and,  after  two  days  andtt^m 
brave  refiftance,  took  the  place  by  aflault,  and  fent  Arif*  ^fimr. 
tbbulus  .and  his  fon  priibners   to  Rome^   covered  with 
bounds,  where  he  was  reconveyed   to  his  old  prifon. 
But  Gabinius  having  informed  the   fenate  of  the   pro« 
Hufe  be  had  made  to  Ariftobulus%  wife,,  upon  the  deli- 
very of  the  Jcwifli  fortrefles,  the  reft  pf  his  family  were 
ordered   to  be   fet   at   liberty,,  and  he   only  was   kept 
prifoner  **.    Gabinius  being  next  year  invited  into  Egypt  ^**«w 
to  affift  Ptolemy  Auletes  in  the  recovery  of  his  kingdom,  ^'''*'* 
Alexander  refolved  to  tak^  advantage. of  the  weaknefs     f'        > 
of  Csefenna,  a  rafti  unexperienced  youth,  whom  Gj^binius  r^r^^^ 
had  left  to  command  m  Syria  with  a  fmall  number  of  troubles!^ 
troops.     Having  raifed  a  confiderable  army,  he  entered 
Judxa,  which  was  by  this   time  filled  with  banditti  and  Yr.  ©f  Fl. 
free-booters,   who  plundered  every  where  without  con-      atjj. 
troul.    He  fell  on  the  Romans  wherever  he  met  them.  Ante  Chr. 
and  killed  a  great  number  :  the  reft  retired  to  Mount  Ga-        ^^' 
rizzim,' where  he  inVeftcd  them  with  great  expedition.  ^ 

The  news  of  this  revolt  having  brought  Gabinius  into  Ju-  Supf^lantei 
dsea^  the  firft  thing  he  did  was  to  fend  Antipater  to  try  by  h  ^"ffp^" 
fair  means   to  withdraw   the  revolters  from  Alexander's  '"'• 
party ,  and  this  con fum mate  politician  afted  his  part  fo 
well,  that  he  brought  back  a  confiderable  number.    But 
aU  his  addrefs  could  not  perfuade  Alexander  to  come  to 
any  terms.     On  the  contrary,   this  laft,  enraged  to  fee 

^  Jofepb.  ibid.    4Maccab.X]. 

■ 

appeal.  Both  were  abolifhed  each  other,  and  endowed  them 
ty  Gabinius,  who  eredtcd  io  with  the  fovcreign  power,  from 
Heu  of  them  a  court  in  each  of  which  no  appeal  couU  bf  made 
^  fiv^  diflri^  independent  of    but  to  Rome, 

fuch 
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fuch  a  <lcfc£lion  of  his  men,  rcfolved,  with  the  thirty 

thoufand  he  had  left,  to  put  it  to  the  iffue  of  a  battle. 

Btfeated     It  was  accordingly  fought  near  Mount  Tabor,  where  he 

fy^dhini'   ^^g  totxilly  defeated,  with  the  lofs  of  ten  thoufand  men 

**•  killed  on  the  fpot.     Gabinius,  after  this  viftory,  returned 

-  to  Jerufalcm,  where  he  fettled  the  Jewilh  affeirs  accord^ 

hntw^if'  T^Z  *^  Antipater's  mind ;  then  leaving  Jud^a,  and  foon 

»•''  '/y*-    after  the  government  of  Syria,  was  fuccceded  by  CrafTus  *=. 

i^a.  '•    This  laft,  upon  his  accefSon  to  his  new  government, 

found  the  whole  province  in  peace,  fo  that  he  was  at  lei- 

fure  to  purfue  his  favourite  defign  of  invading  the  Par- 

Yr.  of  FK  thians ;  for  which  expedition  he  had  obtained  a  decree 

A**'ch     froni  the  fenate  *.     As  avarice  was  the  chief  paflion  that 

impelled  him,  he  began  with  plundering  the  temple  of 

-y        Terufalem,  not  only  of  the  two  thoufand  talents  which 

• rorhpey  had  left  untouched,  but  of  every  thing  he  found 

Valuable  in  it,  to  the  fum  of  eight  thoufand  Attic  talents 
more.  Among  thefe  was  a  large  beam  of  mafly  goldj 
covered  with  another  hollow  beam^  that  went  acrofs 
ihe  partition  which  divided  the  holy  from  the  moft  holy 

J"  dace.  The  veil  that  feparated  tnofe  two  rooms  was 
aftcnejj  to  it,  and  over  it  they  threw  all  the  old  veils 
whenever  they  hung  a  new  one  5  fo  that  this  valuable  piece^ 
which  weighed  three  hundred  HebreW  min3B(R),  was  (^ 
well  concealed,  that  none  knew  of  it  but  the  treafurer  of 
Cr^fus's  the  temple.  A  prieft,  named  Eleazar,  then  in  that  poff^ 
W'r  ^  apprifed  of  Craffius's  defign,  was  imprudent  enough  to 
fe#,  ""  endeavour  to  fave'all  the  reft  of  the  coftly  temple-furni- 
ture at  the  expence  of  this ;  but  did  not  dilcover  it  to  hira, 
till  he  had  made  him  fwear  that  he  would  {pare  the  reft : 
but  the  greedy  governor  made  no  fcruple  to  break  his  oath, 
and  to  plunder  that  holy  place  of  every  thing  valuable  he 
could  lay  his  hands  on,  without  fparing  the  moft  facred 
utenfils.  The  whole  amount  of  this  facrilegious  plunder 
was  fo  great,  that  Jofephus,  fearing  it  would  fcarcely  be 
credited  by  other  nations,  is  forced  to  appeal  to  the  writ- 
ings of  Strabo  of  Cappadocia,  and  other  records  not  now 
extant".  The  Immenfe  treafuresof  which  that  rapacious 
governor  ftripped  this  place,  amounted  to  ten  thoufand 
Talents  ;  above  two  milliojis  of  our  money. 

c  Jofeph.  4  Maccab.  PioCalT.  ubi  fupra.         *  Dio.  lib.  xxxix 
Vid.  8t  Plutarch,  in  CralT.  e  Antiq  lib.  xiv.  cap.  12. 

(R)  The  mina  amounted  it>  whole  bar  or  beam  wejghe4  a^ 
tbout  two  pounds  and  a  half  bout  feveil  hundred  and  fifty 
tof  our  weighty    fo  ijiat  the    pounds.  * 

•'*•"''  ^   Criflus 
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CraiTus  being  killed  in  his  Parthian  expeditioni  Caffius 
brought  the  fliattered  remnant  of  his  army  into  Syria,  to  Cafius*s 
fopprefs  the  inctirfions  which  the  now  elated  Parthians  '^^^^f'  ?* 
made  into  that  province ;  and  here  he  worfted  them  in  fo  yr.  of  Fl. 
many  encounters,  that  he  foon  forced  them  to  fend  home      %%^^. 
lor  afrefb  fuppiy  of  troops.    From  thence  he   marched  Ante  Chr, 
into  Judaea,  where  he  befieged  Tarichaea,  a  city  on  the        5** 
fouth  fliore  of  the  lake  Gennezaretb,  where  Pitolaus  had  — — — ^ 
fliut  Jiimfelf  up'with  the  few  remains  of  Ariftobulus's  fac- 
tion :  having  taken  it,  he  carrried   away  thirty  thoufan4 
prifoners ;  and  Pitolaus  was  put  to  death  by,  the  advice  of 
Antipater,  to  prevent  his  raiung  new  troubles  in  favour  of 
Ariftobulu$«    As  for  Alexander,  Caflius  contented  him« 
fdf  with  forcing  him  to  be  quiet,  whilft  he  marched  to- 
wards  the  Euphrates,  to  ftop  the  incurfions  of  the  Par- 
thians  ^. 

Three  years  after  this  event,  Julius  Cxfar  made  himfelf 
mailer  of  Rome ;  when,  thinking  that  Ariftobulus  might 
k  of  fiprvice  to  him' againft  Pompey,  releafed  him  out  of 
prifon,  and  (ent  him  into  Paleiline  >,    with  two  legions 
under  his  command,  to  keep  Syria  in  awe ;  but  tbofe  of 
Poihpcy's  party  found  means  to  poifon  him,  and  thereby  Art^huks 
fruftrated  the  defigns  of  that  crafty  jpfeneral.    His  body  P^fi^ 
was  afterwards  embalmed  by  fome  of  Csefar's  partifans, 
and  kept  in  honey  in  a  coffin,  till  they  could  convey  him 
into  Judaea,  there  to  be  interred  with  his  anceftors.    His  ^^'  ^  ^* 
fon  Alexander  did  not  meet  with  better  fate ;  the  news  Antt^clir 
of  his  father's  return  into  Judaea  bad  induced  him  to  raife       4^. 
forces  to  join  bim  on  his  arrival ;  butPompey,  who  kept  a  ■ 

Watchful  eye  over  him»  fent  orders  to  his  fon-in-law  O. 
Metellus  Scipio,  formerly  his  colleague  in  the  confulfhip, 
and  now  prefident  of  Syria,  to  put  him  to  death.  Scipio 
caufcd  the  unhappy  prince  to*bc  fcized,  and  brought  be-  AUxandit 
fore  his  tribunal  at  Antioch,  where  he  condemned  him,  ^'^««''^ 
and  caufed  his  head  to  be  ftruck  off.  Ptolemy  Mennaeus, 
prince  of  Chakis,  hearing  of  his  death,  fent  to  Alexandra, 
the  widow  of  Ariftobulus,  who  was  then  retired  to  Af- 
calon,  and  offered  to  take  her  fon  Antigonus,  and  her 
two  daughters  under  his  care.  They  were  fent  to  him 
accordingly.  His  fon  Philippion  married  one  of  the 
daughters,  named  alfo  Alexandra ;  but  fome  time  after 
thefe  nuptials,  either  for  fome  mifbehaviour,  or  perhaps 
out  of  love  to  that  princefs,  Mennaeus  caufed  him  to  be 
put  to  death,  and  married  her  himfelf**. 

'Jofcph.  Antiq,  lib.  xiv.  cap.  is.  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  i.cap.  6.  gDio. 
lib.  xti.  k  Plutarch,  in  ?omp.  Cxfar.  BelU  CiviUiib.  iii.  &  Coiu. 
«!^nt.  lib.  H 

la 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  war  between  Caefar  and  PompcT 
afForded  jhe  Jews  not  only  a  long  breathing,  but  alfo   an 
opportunity  of  ingratiating  themfelves  with  the   former, 
who   was   then  in  Egypt,  waiting  impatiently  for  new 
levies  under  Mithridates  the  Pergamenian,     But  thefe  not 
being  fufBcient  to  break  through  Pelufium,  the  ftrong 
key  of  Egypt  on  that  fide,  he  was  forced  to  ftop  at  Afca- 
Jnttpirtir    ^^^r  ^^^^  ^^^  reinforcements  arrived.     But  what  did  him 
fuccourj      the  greateft  fervice  at  this  junftnre,  and  facilitated  the 
Cafarin      taking  of  that  city,  was  the  coming  of  Antipater,  at  the 
^iJP^*        head  of  three  thoufajid  Jews  well  armed,  together  with 
fome  other  fuccours  which  he  had  drawn  from  Armenia, 
Syria,  and  Mount  Libanus.   He  alfo  brought  letters  froni 
Hyrcan,  whether  real,  or  forged  byhimfelf;  exhorting 
the  Jews  of  the  territories  of  Ortion,  Delta,  and  Mem- 
phis, to  affift  the  Roman  general  with  all  their  might. 
By  thefe  means  the  city  of  Pelufium  was  eafily  carried  by 
aflault,  Antipater  himfelf  being  one  of  the  foremoft  in 
fcaling  it  \  and  a  way  thereby  was  made  into  Egypt, 
His  'valour      In  all  thefe  actions  Antipater  behaved  with  fuch  valour 
rewarded*    and  gallantry,  that  Mithridates  did  not  fcruple  to  own  his 
late  fuccefies  were  owing  to  him ;  and,  in  ^  letter  he 
Yr.  of  Fl.  wrote  to  Csefar,  he  gave  him  fuch  encomiums,  that  Julius 
*3® J;      conceived  a  particular  ^fteem  for  the  Jewifh  commander, 
47.  ^*  Before  he  left  Alexandria,  he  g^ve  hipa  fome  confider^blc 
\       pofts  in  bis  army,  made  him  procurator  or  lieutenant  of 
Citfar^s       Judaea,  and  citizen  of  Rome.    Caefar  alfo  confirmed  Hyr- 
gratHude     can  in  his  priefthood,  added  to  it  the  principality  of  Judaea, 
^  '^^  to  be  entailed  on  his  pofterity  for  ever,  and  to  the  Jewifli 

jews.         nation  their  ancient  rights  and  privileges  ;  and  ordered  a 
pillar  to  be  erefted,  whereon  all  thefe  grants,  and  his  ©wn 
decree,  were  engraved.     Cxfar  arriving  in  Syria,  Anti- 
gonus  came  to  him,  and  preferred  a   fevere  complaint 
againft  Hyrcan  and  Antipater,  for  the  injuries  which  he 
pretended  they  had  done  him.     He  reptefented  the  mif- 
ibrtunes  which  his  family  had   fuftained  for  having  ad- 
hered to   his  intereft,  particularly   the  poifoning  of  his 
father  by  Pompey,  and  the  beheading   of  his   brother  by 
Scipio  :  in  confideration  of  all  which,  he  concluded  w^ith 
a  petition  to  the  emperor,  that  he  would  reftore  him  to  his 
father's  principality,  which   Hyrcan  h^d  unjuftly  feized. 
Antipater,  who  was  then  attending  upon  Caefar,  defended 
Antlgwus's  his  own  and  Hyrcan*s  caufe  fo  well,  that  they  were  both 
petition  to    abfolved  with  applauTe,  and  Antigonus  repulfed  as  a  fac- 
'^^j  ^^'    iious  and  turbulent  perfon, , that  f puld  never  be  at  reft. 
*       *         Antipater  added  farther,  that,  as  to  Ahtigonus'$  father, 


he 
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he  had  been  juftly  fent  prifoner  to   Rome,  for  being  a      ' 
Conftant  enemy  to  the  Roman  nation  ;  and  that  his  bro«^ 
ther  had  been  defervedly  beheaded  for  plundering   and 
ravaging  thie  Jews.     Caefar  had  too  many  obligations  to 
Hyrcan  and  Antipater,  not  to  admit  of  a  much  weaker 
vindication  of  their  caufe.     But  he  was  refolved  to  -do  c^irV 
more  than  tbe  bare  acquitting  of  them  :  he  confirmed  his  newgr^mii 
former  decree  in  favour  of  them,  and  of  the  Jewifh   nar  ^^  fimMm 
tion'j  and  caufed  it  to  be  engraved  on  brazen  tables  In  P^^'fi^^ 
Latin  and  Greek,  to  be  hung  up  in  the  temples  of  Tyre, 
Sidon,   and   Afcalon  (S),    as  well  as  in  the   Capitol  at 
Rome,  whither  Hyrcan  fent,  foon  after,  his  ambaffadors,  Hyrcan's 
to  renew  the  alliance  with   that  nation ;  which  was,  by  emba/jf  $$ 
his  order,  publifhed  in  all  the  principal  cities  of  the  em-  ^«w* 
pire,  that  all  the  world  might  know,  that  the  Jews  were 
acknowleged  the  friends  and  allies  of  Rome.     Thefe  am- 
baffadors obtained,  likewife,  a  permiflbry  decree  for  for- 
tifying JeruCalem,   and   rebuilding  the  wall,  which  had 
been  pulled  down  by  Pompey  ^ 

Cxfar,  having  left  the  government  of  Syria  to  Sextu* 
Cxfar,  his  near  relation,  was  accompanied  by  Antipater 
as  far  as  Tyre,  where  he  ehibarked  for  Sicily. 

i  Jofeph*  Antlq.  lib.  xx,  cap.  7.  &  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  i*  cap.  7. 

(S)  This  decree,  which  at  from  henceforth,   among'  my 

once  aboliihed  the  ariftocracy  trufty    friends ;    and    ordain,' 

ktely  fet  up  by  Gabinius,  and  that  all  the  legal  and  pontifical 

redored  the  Jewifh  flate  to  its  rights    and  privileges  be  de» 

prlSine  fovereignty*  has  been  volved  upon  him  and  his  fons 

prefervedtousbyjorephus(i),  forever;  and  that  in  all  con- 

aod  runs  to  this  effed  :  troverfies  that  (hall  arife  con- 

"  Julius    Caefar,    emperor  cerning  the  rights   and  difci- 

anddiftator  the  fecond  time,  pline  of  the  Jews,  he,  or  they, 

&c.    Forafmuch  as  Hyrcanus,  be  the  only  judges  ;  and  fur- 

tbc  fon  of  Alexander,  a  Jew,  ther,  that  the  Jews  be  hence- 

Bath  given  us   many  fingular  forth  dtfcharged  from  the  bur- 

jf^roofs  of  his  affedion,  both  in  den  of  winter  quarters,  and  all 

time  of  peace  and  war,  and  public  tribute, 
particularly  by  the  fupply  fent        About  the  fame  time  the 

tome  in  the  late  war;  in  con-  Athenians  renewed  their  alli- 

fideration  of  thofe  fervices,  I  ance  with  Hyrcan,    and  ient 

4o  hereby  confirm  unto  hira,  their  decree  to  Jerufalem,  in 

and  his  heirs,  the    perpetual  which  they   acknowlege    that 

government  of  the  Jews,  both  pontiflTs  fingular  and  conflant 

as  their  prince  and  high-priefl,  friendfhip  to  all   the  Greeks, 

after  the  manner  and  rule  of  and  to  their  own  republic  in 

tbeir  own  laws.     I  inrol  him,  particular, 

(i)  Jofepb.  Antiq.  lib.  xiv.  cap.  17 • 

Antipater'g 


Ui 


the  walls 

•fjirufa^ 

km. 

Hirod 

tmadt  gO'  ■ 
miTMr  of 


Ksfuecefs 
mgainft  tkg 
Jtws* 


PkafaelgO' 
virnor  of 
J^ufalem* 


jftttipatiT 
ettvted  hy 
tkg  Je^s. 


Herod  ac-- 
irfid. 


Summoned 
hefort  the 
fitMhedrim* 


The  Uifityry  of  the  Jewil 

Antipatcr*8  firft  care,  when  he  returned  to  Jerufalextf, 
was  to  put  Caefar's  decree  in  execution;  to  rdftore  the; 
Jewifh  government  to  its  ancient  model,  and  repair  th^ 
walls  and  fortifications.    He  made  his  eldeft  fon  Phafacl 

J  governor  of  that  metropolis,  and  appointed  Herod,  his 
econd  fon,  governor  of  Galilee  (T) ;  whilft  he  and   the 
high-prieft  made  a  progrefs  through  Judaea,  to  fettle  the 
government  and  peace  of  the  kingdom.     Herod  foon  fig« 
nalized  himfelf  by  the  fuppreOion  of  a  band  of  robbers, 
who  had,  till  then^  much  mfefted  that  and  the  neighbour-' 
ing  provinces*    He  took  their  chief,   named  Hezekiah^ 
with  feme  others  of  his  companions,  whom  he   put  to 
immediate  death,  and  thereby  difperfed  the  reft  of  their 
gang.     This  a&ion  failed  not  to  recommend    him,  not! 
only  to  the   whole  province,    but  more  particularly  to 
Sextus  Caefar,  the  new  prefident  of  Syria.    On  the  other 
hand,  his  elder  brother  negle£led  nothing  that  could  eiw 
dear  him  to  the  people  of  Jerufalem,  over  which  he  was 
governor ;    fo  that  Antipater  faw  with  pleafure  himfelf 
and  his  fons  become  the  darlings  of  the  nation,  without 
leflening,  aft  leaft  outwardly,  any  part  of  their  reipefl  to 
the  high-prieft,  who  feemed  ftill  to  be  at  the  head  of  sJt 
the  national  affiiirs. 

But  it  was  this  gieatnefs,  this  exceiTive  growing  power 
of  Antipater,  which  excited,  at  length,  the  envy  and  jea* 
loufy  ot  the  principal  Jews.  Herod's  afUon  was  doub^- 
left  meritorious,  and  the  country  felt  the  benefit  of  it: 
but  he  had  gone  fome  unjuftifiable  lengths,  in  putting 
the  banditti  to  death  by  his  own  authority,  and  withoiKt 
any  formal  trial ;  and  this  prefumption  the  Jews  looked 
upon  as  an  earneft  of  what  he  might  do  in  time,  if  6is 
enterpriiing  genius  was  not  nipped  in  the  bud.  At  lengtji 
they  endeavoured  to  open  the  eyes  of  their  indolent  p6n« 
tiff,  and  to  prevail  upon  him  to  fumnion  that  young  nero 
tp  come  and  anfwer  to  this  and  fome  other  acculationgf 
before  him  and  the  fanhedrim. 

They  reprefented  how  daneerousit  was  for  him  to  fufier 
the  fon  of  a  profelyte,.  who  had  already  engrofled  all  the 
jtower  and  honour,  and  left  him  only  the  bare  title  of 
fovereignj  to  arrogate  to  himfelf  fuch  an  unlimited  au- 


(T)  Antipater  haid  fourfons 
by  his  wife  Cypris,  who  were, 
by  this  time,  grown  uji  to  ma- 
turity, and  in  great  reputation 
for  their  wildom,  and  va)our# 
He  had  alfo  a  daughter  named 


Salome,  who  became  afters- 
wards  iafamous  for  the  feuds 
and  diviiions  which  (he  created 
in  her  family,  as  wie  fiiall  fee 
in  the  fequeU    , 

thorityi 
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Aority,  as .  to  put  a  numBer  of  men  to  death  without  Yr.  of  FU 
trial,  or  even  without  afking  his  or  the  fanhcdrim's  con-  *^**J^.  . 
fent.  As  they  could  not  work  upon  his  fears,  they  tried  -^■^®*'**^ 
to  roufe  his  pity,  by  the  daily  clamours  of  the  mothers  oi  \ 

thofe  whom  Herod  had  put  to  death ;  and  who  ceafed 
not  to  come  daily  to  the.temple,  to  demand  juftice  of  him, 
for  fo  daring  ^nd  unwarranted  an  affront  on  his  dignity, 
Hyrcaii  was  at  length  prevailed  upon  to  fend  his  fummons 
to  Herod,  to  anfwer  to  the  charge  before  him  and  the 
fanhedrim.     Herod  appeared  accordingly ;  but  in  fuch  a  Appears 
manner,  and  with  fuch  a  numerous  retinue,  as  gave  them  to  '"''^^  «  •»• 
underftand,  that  he  came  not  as  a  private  pcrfon,  much  lefs  •f"'^*^  ''*• 
33  a  criminal  to  be  judged.  He  was  cloathed  in  purple  \  and, 
byhis  father's  advice,  attended  by  fuch  a  number  of  fervants, 
as  ihould  be  fufiicient  to  defend  him,  in  cafe  he  was  con- 
demned J  yet  not  fo  numerous  as  to  raife  any  jealoufy  in  the 
friendly  high-prieft.     He  alfo  brought  letters .  from  Sextus 
tjefar,  with  exprefs  orders  Xjc)  acquit  him,  and  threatening 
Hyrcan  with  his  refentmentin  cafe  of  non-compliance. 

Thefe  letters  fecm  indeed  to  have  been  calculated  to 
intimidate  the  fanhedrim,  rather  than  to  recommend 
Herod's  caufe  to  the  high-prieft,  who  was  already  fufB- 
ciently  in  his  intereft.  Accordingly,  when  he  appeared 
before  that  high  court,  he  ftruck  fuch  an  awe  into  them, 
that  none  of  his.accufers  dared  for  fome  time  open  their 
mouths.  At  length  Sameas,  a  man  in  great  efteem  for  SameasU 
his  wifdom  and  integrity,  had  the  courage  to  ftand  up,  nobU 
^nd  arraign  him,  not  only  for  his  former  crime,  but  much  Jpf'^^^ 
more  now  for  his  unjuftifiable  boldnefs,  in  appearing, 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  all  nations,  not  in  the  guife  of  an 
accufed  perfon,  but  in  that  of  an  arrogant  and  threatening 
commander,  who  came  rather  to  frighten  his  judges,  than 
to  clear  himfelf  of  his  accufation.  He  even  prognofti- 
cated  that  Herod  would  one  day  prove  the  ruin  of  the 
high-prieft  and  the  judges,  by  whom  lie  was  now  fo  flianie- 
fully  favoured.  Hyrcan  obferving,  that  his  fpeech  had 
made  fuch  an  impreffion  on  the  court,  that  the  majority^ 
were  like  to  declare  againft  Herod,  adjourned  them  till 
the  next  day,  whilft  he  fent  private  advice  to  him  to  flee 
for  his  life :  Herod  followed  this  advice,  and  went  to 
Damafcus,  where  having  gained  the  proteftion  of  the 
Syriaa  governor,  he  fent  the  fanhedrim  word,  that  if 
they  fhould  be  difpofed  to  fummon  him  afrefli,  he 
would  difclaim  their  jurifdiftion.  This  contemptuous 
mefpige  aroufed  their  indignation ;  they  vented  their  re-» 
fentment  agaihft  the  pontiff,  and  Urove  in  yain  to  awaken 

him 
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him  to  a  fenfe  of  his  danger;  but  hfe  remained  deaf  and 
infenfible  to  the  laft  K  ^    ^ 
Yr.  of  FL       About  two  years  after  this  tranfaftion,  H^can,  baring 
»3^        fent  an  emSafiy  to  Cxf^r,  to  renew  his  alliance  with  liim, 
AftteCkr.  obtained  a  fi;efli  decree  for  fortSfying  Jerufalem,  which 
44-        Antipatet  immediately  put  in  execution.     Cxfar  more- 
TT     JT~  over  granted  fome  farther  privileges  to  the  Jewsi  in  con- 
^fUtget  '     fideratiori  of  the  fignal  fcnwces  they  had  done  to  him  in 
granted  H   Syria  and  Egypt.     The  reader  may  fee  them  more  fully  in 
lAf  Jiws.   Jofephus.     As  for  Hyrcan,  he  gave  him  leave  to  govern 
in  Jerufalem  according  to  his  pieafure,  and  confirjxied  to 
hini  the  grant  of  all  the  towns  and  villages  which  bad 
been  pofTefTed  by  his  anceftors.     He  decreed  that  the  lands 
and  other  privileges,  which  the  Romans  had  beftowed  on 
the  kings  of  Syria  and  Phoenicia,  on  account  of  the  aU 
liancethat  had  been  between  them,  fhould  likewife  be  be- 
ftowed on  him  sind  his  fuccefibrs;    that  he,  they,  and 
their  ambaffadors,  (hould  have  the  liberty  of  fitting  down 
with  the  Roman  fenators  in  all  public  fliews  and  games ; 
and  laftlj,  that  when  they  had  any  petition  to  prefer  to 
the  fenate,  they  fhould  be  introduced  bj^the  dilator,  or 
by  the  matter  of  the  horfe;    and  that  they  fhould  have 
.  an  anfwer  within  ten  days '^     In  a  word,  luch  wsw  that 
emperor's  gratitude  and  friehdfhip  to  the  Jew^,  fo  many 
and  confiderable  the  immunities  and  privileges  which  he 
heaped  upon  their  pontiff  and  nation,   that  they  coiild 
hardly  be  faid  to  feel  the  weight  of  the  Roman  yoke. 
Sexius  and      But  this  happy  ftate  was  Hot  of  long  duration.    Two 
Julius  Ca-  remarkable  accidents  happened,  one  in  Judaea,  and  the 
Jarnmr*      other  at  Rome,  which  brought  on  a  feries  of  diIlra£kion 
■'  •  and  feuds  in  both.     In  the  former,  Sextus  C3efar  wa^ 

treacheroufly  murdered  by  Baffus ;    and  Caefar  himfelf  af- 
faflinated  at  Rome  by  Brutus,  Cafllus,  and  their  aflbciates. 
Marc  Ant9ny  and  Dolabella,  who  were  then  confuls,  af- 
fcmbled  the  fenate  j    and  'the  ambaffadors  froni  Judaea, 
among  others,  w6re  admitted   to   renew  their  alliance^ 
Yr.  of  Fl.  By  this  time  Baffus  had  feized  upon '  the  government  of 
2305       Syria,  but  was  foon  after  driven  out  of  it  by  CafBuSj  who 
Ante  Chr.  ^^^^  thither  after  CaefaPs  death,  and  took  the'  command 
of  the  Roman' troops,  who  were  then  b^fiegirig  the  affaffm 
Caffius         of  Sextus,  in  the  city  of  Apamea.     Caflius,  having  drawn 
fti%esupon    him  and  Marcus  into  his  party,  raifed  the  fiege  of  the 
Syria.         place,  and  got  all  Syria  into  his  poffeiSon.^   Hearing  that 
Alienus,  one  of  Doiabella's  lieutenants,  was  marching 

'  *  Antiq.  lib.  xiv.  capi  17.'  *  Id.  ibid.  &  BcJl.  Jud.  ubi  fupra. 

through 
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through  Judsea  with  fpur  legions  fent  to  that  conful  by 
Cleopatra,  he  polled  himfelf  fo  advantageoufly,  that  he 
iiirrounded  and  intercepted  him  with  a  double  number  of 
his  own  force%  and  took  them  all  into  his  fervice.     Hav- 
ing by  this  time  aifembled  an  army  of  t^welve  legions, 
which  could  not  be  fubfifted  without  great  expence,  he    .    ^ 
was  forced  to  levy  large  tributes  on  that  province,  parti-  ^^^^'fi* 
cularly  on  Judsea,  which  he  taxed  at  k\cn  hundred  ta-  ^^^'J^/a.' 
^ents.    Antipater,  who  knew  the  necei&ty  that  general  ig^ts  on 
was  in  of  fome  immediate  fuppty,  and  the  confequence  of  Judsta* 
gaining  his  favour  by  fending  nim  fpeedy  affiftance,  com- 
mitted the  levying  one  half  of  &at  fum  to  his  fons  Pha- 
feel  and  Herod,  and  ordered  the  reft  to.be  raifed  by  one 
Malichus  and  fome  affociates,     Herod  failed  not  to  take  pf^f jj 
this  opportunity  of  ingratiating  himfelf  with  Caffius,  by  fJ^„^L 
bringing  him  the  hundred  talents  which  were  af&gned  to  thiir  quota* 
his  government ;    and  as  he  was  the  firft  that  complied 
with  his  orders,  that  general  conceived  a  great  efteem  for 
hlsperfon.     His  brother  came  foon  after  ;  but  the  reft  of  Hisffve- 
'  the  governors  not  having  followed  their  example,  particu-  ^'^  ^°  ^' 
larly  thofe  of  Gophna,  Emmaus,  Lydda,  Thamna,  and       *^* 
fome  other  cities  of  Judaea,  Caflius  onlered  all  their  inha- 
bitants to  be  fold  by  auction,  and  would  have  put  Ma- 
lichus to  death,  had  not  the  high-prieft  redeemed  him  at 
the  expence  of  a  hundred  talents,  which  he  fent  him  out 
of  his  own  coffers  ". 

Caflius,  being  foon  after  forced  to  march  againft  Do- 
labella,  left  the  government  of  Coelefyria  to  Herod,  as  an 
carneft  of  his  future  friendftiip^   but  Malichus  in  the  Malic/ms 
meantime,  who  bore  a  mortal  hatred  to  Antipater  (U),  confpirti 
and  faw  him  with  an  envious  eye  holding  alone  the  reins  ^S/W/r. 
of  government,  refolved  to  take  him  off  by  treachery.  '    ' 

Antipater  having  had  timely  notice  of  his  defign,  prefent- 
hr  retired  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Jordan,  and  raifing  fome 
K)rccs>  put  himfelf  in  a  pofture  of  defence.     Malichus,  booths  htm 
finding  his  plot  was  difcovered,  went  to  him  in  a  feeming  '*'*  ^  ^*" 
friendly  manner ;    and  by  oaths,  proteftations,  and  other  '^"'^'"** 

m  Antiq.  lib.  xiv.  cap.  i8.    Bell.  Jud.  lib.  i*  cap.  9. 

(U)  Malichus  was  a  Jew ;  envy  and  regret ;  and  this  was 
he  and  Antipater  had  been  the  the  motive  which  made  him 
main  fupporters  of  Hyrcan's  confpire  againft  Antipater,  not 
intereft ;  ib  that  he  could  not  doubting,  but,  if  he  was  re- 
behold  his  rival,  who  was  of  moved,  himfelf  would  be  at 
Idumaean  race,  preferred  be-  the  head  of  the  Jewifh  affairs. 
fore  him  without  the  deepeil 
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crafty  mfinuations,  eadiy  perfuacjed  him  of  his  innocency^ 
fo  that  a  reconciliation  took  place.  Antipater  was  even 
forced  to  make  ufe  of  all  hid  intefeft  with  Marcus,  now 
governor  of  Syria,  and  who  was  well  acquainted  with  all 
hi»  private  plots,  to  prevent  his  puttin?  him  to  death. 
Bat  Malichus  was  not  to  be  wrought  on  by  afts  of  gene- 
Fofity,  whilft  he  beheld  hrs  rrvaFs  intercft  ftill  triumphant. 
About  this  tinte  Caffius  and  Mareus-,  who  had  bellowed 
the  government  of  Ccclefyrra  on  his  fon  Herod,  had  en-* 
gaged  his  fidelity  to  them  by  a  pi^mife  to  make  him  kin^ 
of  Judxa,  as  foon  as  the  war,  now  begun  againft  Marc 
Antony,  and  the  young  0£):avius,  fince  named  Auguftus, 
Ihould  be  ended*  This  compa£):  made  him  dread  the  ex- 
celjive  power  of  Antipater  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  upon  the 
firft  opportunity,  which  was  foon  after  offered,  when  he 
was  to  dine  with  the  high-prieft,  he  bribed  tl^at  pontiff's 
butler  to  poifon  him  in  a  glafs  of  wine,  whilft  himfelf 
with  an  armed  force  feized  upon  the  government  of  Jeru- 
salem. Phafael  and  Herod  eafily  perceived,  that  Malichus 
was  at  the  bottom  of  this  villany,  notwithftanding  his 
vows  and  proteftations  to  the  contrary.  Herod,  naturally 
of  a  fierce  temper,  ^as  for  immediately  revenging  the  per- 
fidy with  open  force ;  bttthis  brother,  who  rightly  judged, 
that  it  would  be  much  fafer  to  diffemble  for  the  prefent, 
and  to  punifli  the  affaflin  by  fome  private  ftratagem,  with- 
out involving  the  nation  in  a  civil  war,  eafily  brought  him 
over  to  his  opinion". 

Accordingly,  thefe  two  brothers  feigning  to  believe 
Malichus  innocent  of  their  father's  death,  the  eldeil  bufied 
himfelf  with  rearing  a  ftately  monument  to  him,  whilft 
Herod  went  into  Samaria,  under  pretence  of  fuppreffmg 
fome  turbulent  fpirits  in  that  quarter.  He  afterwards  re- 
paired to  Jerufalem,  attended  with  a  number  of  bis  men 
of  war,  to  affift  at  the  feaft  of  Pent^coft  ;  when  Malichus, 
who  was  afraid  of  fomething  worfe,  prevailed  on  Hyrcan 
to  forbid  him  to  enter  the  metropolis  with  fuch  an  efcort, 
as  would  profane  that  folemnity.  Herod,  defpifing  his 
orders,  entered  the  city  by  night,  but  forbore  attempting 
any  thing  againft  his  enemy,  though  he  had  received  full 
power  from  Caflius  to  revenge  his  father's  death  on  that 
affaflin.  But  a  much  better  opportunity  offered  foon 
^fter,  in  which  Malichus  was  caught  in  his  own  fnare. 
Caffius  had  taken  Laodicea,  and  all  the  chief  lords  of 
Syria  and  Paleftine  haftened  thither  with  tb^ir  prefents 
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ftnd  congratulations.  Malichus  haying  left  his  fon  hof- 
tage  with  that  governor,  defigned  to  have  taken  that  op- 
portunity t)f  effeiling  his  efcapci  to  have  gone  back  and 
excited  a  revolt  in  Judaea^  whilft  the  Romans  were  taken 
up  with  tlieir  civil  wars,  and  then  to  have  made  a  bold 
pufli  for  the  Jewilh  crown.  Whether  Herod  knew  his 
whole  defign  or  no,  he  rightly  guefied,  that  he  would  not 
fail  to  pay  his  compliments  to  the  conqueror.  He  was 
not  miftaken  in  his  conjedure :  for  Malichus  accom^ 
panied  the  Jewiih  pontiff;  and  Herod  fell  in  with  them 
on  the  way,  after  having  obtained  from  Caffius  an  order  CaufuMa* 
to  the  Syrians  to  affift  him  in  the  puniihment  of  Mali«  Uchusube 
thus,  he  invited  Hyrcan  and  him  to  a  fupper  he  had  pre-  fjfajjiaated* 
pared  for  them  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tyre,  and  fent 
his  fenrants  into  that  city,  under  pretence  of  getting  all 
things  ready  ;  but  in  reality,  to  acquaint  the  officers  and 
garrifon  of  that  city  with  Caffius's  orders.  Thefe  fallied 
out  accordingly^  and  as  many  as  could  approach  him,  at 
once  (heathed  their  daggers  in  his  body.  Hyrcan  hearing 
the  news  of  his  death,  remained  thunderflruck  for  fome 
time.  At  length,  having  recovered  himfelf,  he  afked, 
by  whofe  orders  he  had  been  killed  ?  and  Herod  having 
calmly  anfwered)  by  Caflius's  \  he  replied,  that  hecould 
not  but  highly  applaud  the  deed,  fince  it  had  rid  him  of  a 
very  dangerous  enemy  ®. 

But  Malichus  had  left  a  brother  as  turbulent  as  himfelf  5  Yr.  of  FI. 
who,  under  the  fpecious  pretence  of  revenging  his  bro-       *  soo- 
ther's death,  threw  Judaea  again  into  a  flame,  whilfl  Caf-  -^"^^^Chr. 
fius  was  gone  to  join  Brutus  in  Afia.     Felix,  who  at  that  ' 

time  was  left  at  the  head  of  fome  Roman  forces  at  Jeru-.  Nenv 
ialem,  feems  alfo  to  have  been  gained  to  that  fide.     As  troubles  in 
for  Hyrcan,  he  had  not  courage  enough  to  oppofe  them,  J^^»* 
but  acquiefced  in  what  they  did ;    fo  that  Felix  attacked 
Phafael    on   the  one  hand,  ^  whilfl    Malichus's  brother 
reduced   MafTada,    and  fome  other  fortrefTes  of  Judsea. 
Herod  was  then  detained  by  ficknefs  at  Damafcus,  and 
unable  for  a  while  to  give  his  brother  any  afTiftance  :   but 
Phafael,  who  had  flill  a  confiderable  number  of  forces, 
found  means  to  expel  Felix  and  all  his  party  out  of  Jeru-* 
falem,  and  from  thence  into  fome  fortrefs,  out  of  which 
he  did  not  fuffcr  him  to  come,  but  by  capitulation.     By  siuelUd^ 
this  time  Herod  being  recovered,  came  to  his  affiftance, 
and  drove  the  remaining  part  of  Maiichus*s  faftion  out  of 
their  fortrefles,  and  forced  the  brother  to  furrendex  Maf-; 
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fada  to  bim,  and  to  capitulate  for  his  life  ?•  Tbe  two 
brothers  returned  to  Jerufalem^  where  they  reproved 
Hyrcan's  bafenefs  in  the  fevered  terms ;  but  were  {QQ^ 
after  reconciled  to  him  by  the  mairiage  of  Herod  with 
Mariamne,  the  beautiful  grand-daughter  of  that  pomiffl 

In  the  interim  another  enemy  ftarted  up  on  the  ludden^ 
namely  Antigonus,  the  younger  fon  of  Ariftobulus^  Hyr<* 
can's  brothen     He  was  fupported  by  Ptolemy  MennseuSf 

Erince  of  Chalcis,  to  whom  be  was  related,  and  by  whom 
e  had  been  adopted.    He  had  likewife  gained  Marion 
prince  of  Tyre,  and  br3>ed  Fabius  governor  of  Damafcus 
to  his  intereft ;  fo  that  having  raifed  a  fufficient  army,  he 
pat  himfelf  at  the  head  of  it,  with  an  intent  to  revive  hia 
lather's  pretenfions  to  tbs  kingdom ;  but  he  bad  fcarce  en*^ 
tered  the  frontiers,  before  Herod  met  him  witK  a  power-^ 
ful  army,  by  which  he  was  totally  defeated.    The  vkloi^ 
returned  triumphant  fo  Jerufalem,  where  the  people,  and 
Simong  the  reft  Hyrcan,  who  now  looked  upon  himi  aa 
one  of  his  family,  offered  him  the  ufual  compliments- 
of  crowns  and  congratulations.    His  nuptials  with  Ma*- 
riamne  were  not  however  celebrated  til)  fome  years  after : 
he  had    by  her  three  fons  and  two  daughters,  befides 
bis  eUeft  fbn  Antipater,  whom  he  had  by  a  former  wife 
of  bis  own  country,  named  Dores  ^* 
*  Brutus  and  Camus  having  been  defeated  in  the  courfe 
of  the  following  year  by  Marc  Antony  and  0^vius>  the 
latter  marched  mto  Gaul j  and  the  former  came  into  Syria 
to  fettle  the  affairs  of  that  province.    Upon  his  arrival  in 
Bitbynia,  where  he  was  complimented  by  vaft  crowd&of 
ambaffadors  from  all  the  neighbouring  ftates,  the  Jews 
preferred  a  fevere  accufation  againft  Phafael  and  Herod^ 
as  having  ingrofied  all  the  power  and  adminiftration  of 
Judsea,  and  left  Hyrcan  onlv  the  bare  name  of  a  prince* 
But  Herod,  who  was  there  alfo,  found  in  ,that  general  a 
ftedfaft  friend ;  not  only  on  account  of  former  ktndne0es^ 
which  he  had  received  from  Antipater,  whilft  he  ferved 
uiKler  Gabinius  in  Judaea,  but  much  more  in  confidera« 
tion  of  a  large  fum  of  money,  with  which  he  had  taken 
care  to  bribe  him ;  fo  that  he  would  not  fo  much  as  hear 
their  accufers.    Upon  his  arrival  at  Ephefus,  an  embafly 
came  to  him  from  Hyrcan^  defiring  that  the  Jewifh  pri** 
foners»  whom  Caffius  had  formerly  fold  by  au&on,  con- 
trary  to  their  alliance  with  Home,  might  be  reftored  to 
their  liberty  and  lands*    Antony  readily  granted  (heir 
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f  uefty  ftnd  fent  an  obliging  letter  to  Hyrcan,  !n^hich  was  Jnnl/b 
foon  followed  with  an  edi£l:  to  the  Tyrians,  and  other  captives 
neighbouring  ftatcs,  enjoining  them  to  rcftore  all  thofe  *'^^''^^* 
captives  ^  ,   -. 

But  all  thefe  favours  of  the  triumvir,  though  chiefly  Yr.  of  Fh 
owing  to  his  friendfliip  for  the  fons  of  Antipater,  were  not       ajoy. 
able  to  reconcile  them  to  the  generality  of  the  Jews.     Fof  Ante  Chr. 
as  foon  as  Antony  arrived  at  Daphne,  a  city  near  An-       ^'' 
tioch  %  he  was  accofted  by  a  frefh  embafly  from  Jerufa-  ^^-^^  ^^^_ 
lem,  which  was  fent  to  repeat  the  old  complaint  againft  plaints 
tbofe  commanders*     Meflala  undertook  their  defence,  and  againJIHt* 
was  backed  by  Hyrcan^  who,  looking  upon  them  now  as  ^°^  ^'' 
part  of  his  family,  went  thither  to  exert  his  intereft  in  "jS^^*  » 
their  defence.     After  a  full  hearing,  Antony  aiked  the  Jnffwe/in 
pontiff,  which  of  the  two  parties  he  thought  beft  quali-  their  fa* 
ncd  for  the  government  5  and  being  anfwered  in  favour  ntour. 
of  the  two  brothers,  he  iikewife  declared  for  them  ;  and, 
as  a  farther  mark  of  his  friendihip,  made  them  both  te- 
trarchs  ;  put  Judaea  under  their  care ;  and  wrote  a  letter 
t6\he  fanhedrim  in  their  favour.     Fifteen  of  the  moft  tyrr 
bulent  of  their  accufers  were  fent  to  prifon,  and  would 
have  been  put  to  death,    had  not  Herod  ^interceded  for 
their  lives.     All  thefe  meafures  fervcd  only  to  exafperate 
that  fa£lion  the  more,    and  produced  a  third  embaiTyy 
which  came  to  meet  the  triumvir  at  Tyre,  confiftmg  of  a 
thoufand  perfons.     But  Aft  tony,   whom  frefh  prefents,  A  third  tm- 
and  large  fums  of  money,  had  effeaually  confirmed  in  He-  bajfy  fgnt, 
rod's  intereft,  fent  orders  to  the  magiftracy  of  that  place  ««^/^- 
toaflift  him  in  the  punifliment  of  thofe  factious  mutineers ;  *«^/aLv 
whereupon  Herod  met  them  without  the  city,  and  ad-  * 

vif^d  them,  in  a  friendly  manner,  not  to  pu(h  the  matter 
farther.     Hyrcan  Iikewife  tried  in  vain  to  forewarn  them 
of  their  danger,  in  cafe  they  perfifted  in  their  defign* 
They  refufed  all  advice,  till  the  Tyrians  ruihing  in  upon 
them,  made  them  repent  of  their  rafhnefs,  when  it  was 
too  late.    A  great  number  were  killed  and  wounded,  fome  M.  Amo» 
taken  prifoners,  and  the  reft  difperfed.     This  execution  nfsfevt' 
put  an  end  indeed  to  the  controverfy,  but  not  to  the  fac-  ^p^^nA 
tiop,  which  vented  their  refentment  againft  Herod,  in  fuch  '  '"* 
an  open  manner,  that  Antoiry,  in  a  fit  of  anger,  caufed 
J»ll  the  prifoners  to  be  put  to  death  ^ 

Herod  had  no  fo6ner  weathered  this  ftorm,  than  ah-  Antigonus 
pther  was  raifed  againft  hint  by  Antigonus*    Ptolemy  the  *«*»«<^^'«- 
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fon  of  Mennjeus  had  been  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Lyfanias  ; 
and  this  laft  had  prevailed  upon  Pacorus  the  fon  of  the 
Parthian  king,  and  his  general  Barzanes,  who  had  made 
themfelves  mailers  of  Sidon  and  Ptolcm^is,  to  invade  Ju- 
daea, depofe  Hyrcan,  and  fet  Antigonus  on  his  throne ; 
in  confideration  of  which  fervice,  the  latter  was  to  pay 
him  an  hundred  talents,  and  five  hundred  women.     Pa- 
corus, purfuant  to  this  agreement,  fent  his  cup-bearer, 
named  alfo  Pacorus,  with  part  of  his  cavalry,  to  invade 
Judsea.     Antigonus.,  who  had  got  together  by  that  time  a 
great  number  of  difcontcnted  Jews,  who  joined  him  from 
Yr.  of  Fl.  Mount  Carmel,  had  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  canton  of 
»3o^-      Dryma  (X),  where  a  great  number  of  other  Jews  coming 
Ante  Chr.  j^jjj  ^^  hm^  perfuaded  him  to  march  on  to  Jcrufalem,  and 
*        attack  Phafael  and  his  brother  in  the   royal  palace.     He 
j^ntiffonus    marched  accordingly  thitherward,  attended  with  the  Par- 
and  Faco'    thian  cup-bearer  \  and  thefe  two  being  met  by  the  two  te- 
'^  y'  '^'^^^'    **'*^*^^*>  were  fo  warmly  repulfed  by  them,  that  they  were 
'tir^into^'  ^^rced  to  retire  into  the  temple.     Herod,  for  the  better 
tht  temple,    fecurity  of  that  place,  pofted  a  guard  of  foldiers  in  all  the 
adjacent  houfes ;  but  thefe  were  foon  fet  on  fire,  and  the 
foldiers  burnt  in  them  before  any  help  could  be  brought. 
Herod  did  not  let  this  lofs  go  long  unrevenged,  but  gave 
them  a  (harp  defeat,  in  which  he  made  a  great  flaughtcr 
of  their  party.     Thus  they  continued  fkirmifhing  with  one 
another  till  the  feaft  of  Pentecoft,  which  was  impatiently 
wiflied  for  by  Antigonus,  in  hopes  that  the  great  con- 
courfe  of  the  Jews  at  that  folemnity  would  join  forces 
Jews  join    with  him  againft  the  fons  of  Antipater.    He  judged  rightly 
with  Anti'  enough,  for  great  numbers  of  them  rcforted  to  him  ;  but 
g9nus*         ^g  j^^g  greater  part  of  them  had  neither  arms  nor  experience, 
Herod,  who  with  his  brother  had  retired  into  the  royal 
palalcc,  and  defended  it,  the  former  from  within,  and  the 
other  from  without,  made  a  vigorous  fally  upon  thofe  of 
theeinemy,  who  had  pofted  themfelves  in  the  fuburbs,  and 
drove  feveral  thoufands  of  them  before  him,  fome  into 
the  city,  and  others  into  the  temple. 
Jn  agree'         The  two  parties  being  at  length  tired  with  fhedding  fo 
mentme-     much  blood.  Came  to  an  agreement^  that  Pacorus,  who 
Pacw-^.      was  by  that  time  encamped  without  the  walls  of  the  city, 

(X)  It  is  not  eafy  to  guefs  Judah,  extending  about  twen- 

what  cauton   this  was,  unlefs  ty miles  frotn  eaft  towed,  from, 

it  be  the  fame  with  the  Da-  Beerfheba  to  the  Dead  Sea,  and 

romaof  Eufebius  and  St.  Je-  is  called  in  Hebrew   Darom, 
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(hould  be  admitted  to  mediate  a  peace  between  them. 
This  projeft,  though  fet  on  foot  by  Antigonus,  who  whol- 
ly relied  on  the  friendfliip  of  the  Parthian  eeneral,  was 
yet  agreed  to  by  Phafael,  who  went  out  to  meet  him,  and 
courteoufly  lodged  him  in  the  royal  palace.     Here  Paco- 
rus  taking   the  advantage  of  the  confidence  his  kind  hoit 
put  in  him,  perfuaded  him  to  go  on  an  embaiTy  to  Barza- 
pbames,  who  was  then  governor  of  Syria  under  the  Par- 
thian king,  afluriiig  him,  that  it  was  the  only  expedient 
to  fettle  his  affair  on  a  firm  footing.    Herod  who  juftly  His  trea^ 
fufpefled  the  treachery  of  the  Parthians,  was  entirely  thtryfuf- 
avcrfe  to  the  propofal ;  but  Phafael,  more  credulous  than  ^jf^^J^ 
his  brother  confented;  and  taking  Hyrcan  with  him,  fet  out     ^^^ 
on  the  journey,  attended  with  an  efcort  of  two  hundred 
Parthian  horfe,  and  with  Pacorus,  who  accompanied  him 
all  the  way.     Upon  their  arrival  in  Galilee,  they  were  phafadbe- 
met  by  a  guard  of  armed  men,  who  weg;  fent  to  condu£t  traj^td. 
them  to  Barzapharnes,  and  Pacorus  returned  to  Jerufa- 
lem.     Their  reception  in  all  appearance  was  very  cour- 
teous, and  Barzapharnes  lodged  them  in  a  houfe  near  the 
fea-fide,  whjerc  Phafael  was  foon  after  informed  by  fome 
ffiend«  of  the  contraft  which  had  pafled  between  the 
Parthian  king  and  Antigonus  :  it  was  then  that  he  firfl  be* 
came  fenfible  of  their  treachery,  and  of  his  own  danger. 
However,  tliough  he  was  earneftly  intreated  to  make  his  His  fidelity 
cfcape,  and  was  offered  tranfport-fhips  to  convey  him  to  Hyrcan. 
away,  yet  he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  forfake  either 
Uyrcau's  or  bis  brother's  intereft ;  for  here  be  was  like- 
wife  told,  that  Pacorus  was  Xent  back  to  Jerufalem  to  fur- 
prife  Herod  alfo.     Thelbefl  expedient  therefore  he  could 
think  on,  was  to  go  to  Barzapharnes,  and  to  expoftulate 
the  matter  with  him ;  and  this  he  did  in  the  fevereft  terms, 
telling  him  at  the  fame  time,  that,  if  money  was  the  mo- 
tive of  his  treachery  to  him,  b^  was  able  to  bribe  him 
higher  to  be  honeft,  and  come  over  to  his  intereft.    The 
Parthian  had  no  other  way  to  come  off  than  by  forfwearing 
the  charge,  and  affuring  him,  that  nothing  was  falfer  than 
fuch  a  furmife ;  but  as  foon  as  be  thought,  that  Pacorus  o  l' 
had  made  fure  of  Herod,  he  marched  direftly  towards  prifonedh 
him,  and  ordered  Hyrcan  and  Phafael  to  he  feized,  and  Barxa-- 
imprifoned'  phames, 

Pacorus,   however,   miffed  his  airn.      Herod,  having  Herod's 
timely  noticj^  of  the  treachery,  had  found  means  to  eon-  tfcapt. 
vey  himfelf  out  of  Jerufalem,  together  with  his  mother, 
his  betrothed  Mariamne,  her  mother  Alexandra,  his  bro- 
ther Ph<^roras,  wi^h  all  his  fervants,  friends,  and  valuable 

L  4  effedsji 
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anil  eflfe^s/  and  a  numerous  efcort  of  his  own  troops^ 

made  the  beft  of    his  wijr  towards  Idumaea.     He  met 

with  feverai  obftru£l:ions  in  his  jouriiey,  being  forced  to 

Fights  his    fight  his  way  through  the  Parthians  and  Antigonians,  who 

^ay  into     purfued  him ;  but  his  valour,  and  that  of  his  guards,  ex- 

Idumaa.     tricated  him  out  of  all  his  difficulties.    In  memory  of  a 

iignal  defeat,  which  he  gave  them  at  a  place  about' fiftv 

ftadia  or  feven  miles  from  Jerufalem,  he  afterwards  built 

a  ftately  palace,  and  called  it  Uerodion  °. 

At  ThrefTa,  or  Rhefla,  a  fmall  town  in  Idumam,  fair 
brother  Jofeph.met  him  at  the  head  of  a  cmfiderable  rein- 
forcement ; '  but  when  they  arrived  at  MafTada,  the  place 
where  he  defigned  to  retire,  it  being  a  very  ftrong,  and  al- 
moft  impregnable  fortrefs,  he  found  it  too  fmall  to  con^ 
tain  all  his  men,  fo  that  he  was  forced  to  difmifs  nine 
tio*ues  his  thoufand.     Here  he  left  his  family  and  treafure  under  the 
^jT^ffT     ^^'^  ®^  ^^^  brother  Jofeph,  and  bf  a  garrifbn  of  eight  hun- 
Magada  j    ^^.^  ^^^ ,  ^^^  having  fumiihed  it  with  all  neceffarics, 
andgois      he  fet  out  for  Petra,  the  metropolis  of  Arabia,  where 
into  Ara-     Malchus  had"fucceeded  his  father  Aretas,  a  prinCe  whom 
'  he  had  formerly  highly  obliged.    His  de(i?n  was,  to  bor- 

row as  much  money  of  him,  as  would  buy  his  brother 
Phafael's  freedom ;  and  to  that  end  he  had  brought  his 
(bn  with  him,  who  was  but  feven  years  old,  to  leave  him 
there  as  a  pledge  to  the  Arabian  king.  But  that  ungrate- 
ful prince  dsnt  him  exprefs  orders  to  depart  out  of  bis  ter- 
ritories, pretending  that  he  had  been  forbid  by  the  Par-. 
thians  to  receive  him ;  fo  that  he  was  forced  to  difmifs 
mnd  Egypt,  fojjac  of  his  attendants,  and  to  make  the  beft  of  bis  way 
into  Egypt. 

Mean  while,  his  flight  from  Jerufalem  having  been  dif- 
His  palace  covered  the  very  next  morning,  the  firft  thing  the  Parthv- 
pUadered,    ^^g  ^jy^  ^^5  |.q  plun4er  his  palace,  city,  and  all  the  coun- 
*    try  about  it.     They  fpared  however  Hyrcan's  treafure, 
wnich  amounted  to  three  hundred  talents,  and  feme  of 
Hcrod^'s  riches,  that  were  left  behind ;  but*  they  made 
themfelves  amends  by  the  plunder  of  MarifTa,  an  opulent 
city,  which  they  totally  deftroyed.     Antigonus  was  next 
inflalled  on  the  Jewim  throne,  according  to  their  agree- 
meiit,  and  Phafael  and  Hyrcan  were  foon  after  brought  to 
him  in  chains.     The  new  king  however  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  put  the  high-prieft  to  death,  but  contented  himfelf 
with  incapacitating  him  for  the  pontifical  function,  by 

«  Antiq.  ubi  fupra,  cap.  25.    The  reader  may  fee  that  palace  dt^ 
&ribed  by  Jofeph.  BelU  Jud.  lib.  i.  cap.  t6^ 

caufing 
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eaofing  his  ears  to  be  cut  pfff.    As  for  Phafaeli  he  eafily  Hjrcan's 
forefa»w  that  he  could  not  efcape  fome  cruel  death ;  but,  tors  cut 
being  bound  with  chains,  and  unable  to  kill  himfelf  by  ^»  f"'   ' 
any  other  way,  he  knocked  hi§  brains  out  againft  a  (lone,  kilutlmm 
The  Parthians,  having  thus  far  performed  their  contrad^  fiif^- 
with  Antigonus,  began  their  inarch  homeward,  and  took 
the  unfortunate  hi^h-prieft  with  tbem^  to  prevent  any 
frefb  tumults  upon  his  account '. 

By  ths^t  time  Herod  had  removed  from  Rhinocorura  to  Htroi't 
Pelufium,  he  received  a  meflage  from  the  Arabian  king,  Juccifsat 
who  was  now  aihamed  of  his  bafenefs,  with  an  apology,  Kom. 
and  new  offers  of  his  fervice  \  but  he  rejected  them,  and 
would  have  embarked  for  Rome,  had  not  the  failors  obfti« 
oately  refufed  to  take  him  in  :  whereupon  he  applied  to  the 
magiftrates  of  the  city,  who  receivedfcim  with  great  honour, 
and  provided  him  anothier  fhip  (K).  On  his  arrival  at  Rome, 
kc  addrefled  himfelf  firft  to  Antony,  and  then  to  Ofta- 
Tiusy   to  whom  he  related  all  that  had  happened  in  Judsea, 
with  the  defperate  condition  of  his  affairs  \  and  partly  by 
his  intreaties,  and  reminding  them  of  his  father's  friend- 
fliip  to  Julius  Csefar,  partly  by  the  promife  of  a  large  fum 
of  money,  fo  worked  upon  them,  that  they  refolved  to 
aifift  him  to  the  utmpfl  of  their  power.     Antony,  oti  ac-  m.  Atrto-j 
count  of  the  old  kindnefies  of  Antipater,  performed  more  n^^s  kind. 
than  Herod  expelled,  or  evendefired.    The  utmofl  of  his  «<A'«^*** 
aim  was,  to  have  had  Ariflobulus,  the  brother  of  his  be** 
loved  Mariamne,  fettled  on  the  throne,  and  himfelf  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  Jewifh  affairs  under  him,  as  his  father 
had  been  under  Hyrcan ;  whereas  the  triumvirs  actually 
refolved  to  procure  him  the  crown. 

The  fenate  was  accordingly  convened,  and  Herod  intro-  Creatii 
duced  to  them  by  Meffala  and  Atratinus,  two  noble  fena-  *'»^  f^fJ^ 
tt>r8,  who  fet  forth  the  great  fervices  of  Antipater's  family  ^^^^ 
to  the  Romans ;    reprefenting  Antigonus  as  a  turbulent 
and  feditious  perfon,  and  a  known  enemy  to  their  nationl 


^  See  Levit.  xxi.  i6«  &  feq. 
jud.lib.  i.  cap.  ii. 

(K)  During  his  flay  in  E- 
gypt,  he  was  folicite(H)y  Cleo- 
patra to  continue  there  longer. 
The  Maccabitilh  book,  often 
t^uoted,  adds,  that  (he  offered  to 
niake  hiin  her  prime  miniller, 
a*i,d  general  of  all  her  forces ; 
but  that  he  was  fully  bent  upon 
^olng  to  Rome  with  all  fpeed  j 


X  Antiq.  lib.  xiv.  cap.  95.  Bell. 

and,  getting  on  board  a  veflTel, 
which  was  bound  to  Pamphy- 
lia,  a  violent  dorm  forced  them 
to  land  at  Rhodes,  where  he 
met  with  fome  friends  and 
aiSftance,  palTed  thence  to 
Brunduiium,  and  came  at 
length  to  Rome. 

Antony 
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Antony  obferved,  how  advantageous  it  would  be  to  his  cx» 
pedicion  againft  Parthia,  to  have  fuch  a  ftcdfaft  friend  aa 
Herod  to  be  king  of  Judgea ;  upon  which  he  was  unani- 
moufly  chofen  by  the  fenate,  and  Antigonus  voted  an  ene- 
my. As  foon  as  th^  decree  was  paffedy  Herod  was  con- 
dud^ed  with  gre^t  ceremony  into  the  Capitol,  Ociaviuf 
and  Antony  marching  on  each  fide  of  him^  accoQipanied 
by  the  conluls  and  fenators ;  where,  after  the  ufual  facri- 
fiees,  the  decree  was  depofited  among  the  archives,  after 
which  ceremony,  Antony  gave  them  a  magnificent  enter- 
tainment. Thus  Herod  became  king  of  Judaea,-  by  the 
friendfhip  and  intereft  of  A^^tony  and  0£lavius,  in  the 
confulfhip  of  C  Domitius  Calvinus,  andC,  Afinius  PoUio. 
The  condition  in  which  he  had  left  his  affairs  in  Judsea, 
and  his  family  in  Idumaea)  not  permitting  him  to  flay 
longer  than  feven  days  after  his  inauguration,  he  fet  out 
again  for  Brundufium,  and  failed  from  thence  to  Ptole«» 
mais,  where  he  landed  about  the  latter  end  of  the  fum- 
mer ;  fo  that  he  fpent  but  three  months  in  this  expedition  ^ 

While  he  was  thus  fuccefsful  at  Rome,,  i^ntigonus  had 
fo  clofely  befieged  the  fortrefs  of  Ma0ada,  that  though  it 
was  well  provided  with  all  other  ^eceflaries,,  yet  the  gar- 
rifon  were  much  diflreiled  for  want  of  water ;  infomuch 
that  Jofeph,  who  commanded  there,  was  contriving  means 
to  make  a  defperate  fatly,  and  to  break  through  the  be- 
fiegers,  in  order  to  efcape  into  Arabia,  to  procure  frefK 
fuccour  from  Malchus,  who  was  highly  afhamed  of  his 
late  treatment  of  Herod.  But,  happily  for  him,  the  very 
night  he  intended  to  fally  out,  there  fell  fuch  a  heavy 
rain,  as  filled  all  their  qiflerns  ;  fo  that  he  thought  of  no-^ 
thing  now  but  how  to  make  a  brave  defence,  till  his  bro- 
ther came  to  his  relief.  In  the  mean  time  Ventidius,  the 
Roman  general  in  Syria,  having  driven  the  Farthians  out 
of  that  province,  came  and  encamped  in  the  neighbour? 
hood  of  Jerufalem,  under  pretence  of  relieving  MafTada, 
but,  in  reality,  to  extort  money  from  Antigonus  \  for, 
as  foon  as  this  laft  had  fatisfied  his  avarice  with  a  large 
fum,  he  marched  away^j  leaving,  for  formality*s  fake, 
fome  part  of  his  men  with  Silo,  a  penfioner,  whom  An^ 
tigonus  had  been  forced  to  gain  by  dint  of  money,  till  he 
could  get  himfelf  flrengthened  by  the  Farthians,  whofe 
ai&ftance  he  was  flill  in  hopes  of  obtaining. 

Herod,  on  the  other  hand,  was  not  idle  \  his  thoughts 
were  wholly  bent  on  relieving  his  diftrefTed  family,  but 

y  Antiq.  tbid.  cap.  %%,  17.    fiell.  Jud.  ubl  fupra,  cap.  11. 

efpccially 
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efpecially  his  beloved  Mariamney  a  princefs  who  was  in- 
deed very  well  worth  all  his  care  and  concern,  whether 
we  conHder  her  as  defcended  from  a  long  feries  of  kings 
and  high^prieftsy  or  a  perfon  of  exalted  virtue  and  meritj 
adorned  with  the  moft  endearing  charms  of  body  and  of 
mind.     As  foon  therefore  as  he  was  arrived  at  Ptolemais,  Herod 
he  got  an  army  together  of  Jewifli  and  other  troops,  which  niarches  «• 
his  generofity  ftill  increafed  as  faft  as  he  went,  infomucb,  S^^  ^«- 
that  a  very  little  time  had  brought  almoft  the  whole  pro-  ''<?^*'» 
vince  of  Galilee  into  his  intereft.     At  the  fame  time  his  , 

friend  Antony  fent  orders  by  Dellius  to  Ventidius,  to  affift 
him  with  all  his  forces ;  fo  that  he  was  now  ilrong  enough 
to  march  againft  Aptigonus,  and  to  relieve  MafTada.    He  taies  J^ 
flopped,  however,  to  lay  fiege  to  Joppa,  a  place  of  too  P^» 
great  importance  to  be  left  behind  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.   Silo  took  this  opportunity  to  withdraw  his  forces^ 
and  was  like  to  have  paid  dear  for  his  defertion :  for  An- 
tigonus  fell  upon  him,  and  would  have  infallibly  defeated 
him,  had  not  Herod  come  to  his  refcue.     Joppa  having 
'  foon  after  furrendered,  he  marched  direflly  to  relieve  his 
.  beiieged  friends ;  and,  notwithftanding  the  many  ambuihes 
which  Antigonus  laid  in  his  way,  with  the  treachery' of 
Silo,  who  extorted  money  from  both  fides,  and  did  all  he 
could  to  obftruft,    inftead  of  affifting  him,  he  reached    . 
MafTada,  forced  the  enemy  to  raife  the   fiege,  and  was  andre^ 
joyfully  received  by  all  his  family  *•  lieves 

By  this  time  Herod's  army  was  greatly  increafed,  not  ^^ff^^m 
only  by  the  garrifon  ofMaflada,  but  by  other  reinforce-  ^^^ff^g^ 
ments,  which  came  voluntarily  from  other  parts,  and  gaiuflje- 
enabled  him  to  form  the  fiege  of  Jerufalem.  He  took  rufalem\ 
Rheffa  in  his  way,  and  being  come  before  the  metro-  proclaims 
polis,  caufed  a  general  amnefty  to  be  proclaimed,  ex-  ^S^''^^^^ 
tending  to  all  that  had  joined  with  Antigonus,  provided  '^' 

they  fhould  come  over  to  him  within  a  limited  time.  An- 
tigonus addreflSng  himfelf  to  Silo,  and  the  reft  of  the  Ro- 
man foldiers,  who  were  come, to  affift  Herod  in  the  fiege, 
obferved,  **That  it  was  a  (hameful  injuftice  in  the  fe-  AntlgonusU 
nate,  to  fee  a  private  perfon  on  the  throne,  who  was  an  f^-Z^/r/^ 
Idumaean,  or  half  Jew,  contrary  to  the  Jewifli  laws  and 
right  of  fucceffion ;  that  if  they  refented  his  receiving  the 
crown  from  the  Parthians,  there  were  ftill  enough  left 
of  the  royal  and  facerdotal  race,  who  had  deferved,  to  the 
full,  as  well  of  the  Romans  as  Herod,  and  on  whom  they 
wight  more  juftly  beftow  the  royal  dignity."    The  conteu 

*  Antiq.  ibid.  cap.  xxvi>  xxvii.    BeiL  Jud.  ubi  fupra,  cap.  xii. 

between 
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between  tlic  two  rivals  rofe  at  length  to  fuch  a  height^ 

that  Antigotins  eaufed  fome  volleys  of  arrows  to  be  fliot 

jimmtmj     upon  the  enemy,  and  forced  them  to  retire.     Here  arofe 

fomtHttd      a  frcfli   mutiny,  fuppofed  to  have  been  underhand  en- 

^  ^^^        couraged  by  Silo ;  his  foldicrs  complaining  aloud  of  thii 

want  of  money  and  provifions,   and  demanding  bettef 

quarters  t  Herod  was  forced  to  fend  out  for  frefh  lupplies^ 

which  came  afterwards  in  fuch  plenty,  that  there  was  not 

the  leaft  pretence  left  for  a  revolt.    The  city  of  Jericho, 

JerUHo       however,  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  Roman  avirice  \  they  plutw 

flundired     dered  it  of  all  its  riches^  which  amounted  to  an  immenfe 

/?  the  Jt«-    value.     Then  Herod  was  ftJfctd  to  fend  them  into  winteif 

^^••"^  quarters  in  Samaria,  Idumaea,  and  Galilee,  whilft  Anti** 

gonus  obtained  of  Silo,  as  a  great  favour,  that  part  of  the 

Roman  army  might  be  fent  into  Lyddg,  which  ftill  held 

out  for  his  intcrell  ■• 

The  feafon,  by  this  time,  being  too  far  advanced   to 

begin  the   fiege  of  Jerufalem,   Herod  fent    his  brother 

Jofephfent  Jofeph  into  Idumaea  with  a  thoufand  foot  and  four  hun* 

mto  idu'      ^red  horfe,  whilft  he  himfelf  went  and  fecured  his  family 

**^*  in  the  city  of  Samaria.    He  afterwards  took  fome  for- 

treffes  in  Galilee  from  Antigonus,  and  among  others  that 

Sephorts       of  Sephoris,  which  had  been  abandoned  by  the  gairiibn. 

^v^^       From  thence  he  fent  a  detachment  into  the  territories  of 

*  Arbela,  which  was  infefted  with  banditti  \  but  a$  thofe 

troops  could  not  drive  them  from  their  lurking-places,  he' 

marched  againft  them  with  bis  whole  army,  and  was  as 

^hehiot^      boldly  encountered  by  their  whole  force.  '  An  obi|inat(^ 

Cal^e  U"    ^^'^  enfued,  in  which  his  left  wing  be^ian  Xp  give'  way ; 

tahy  d§^       but  he  came  fo  timely  to  their  aid^  that  he  gained  a  com-* 

ffatfdi        plete  vi£lory ;  by  which  he  became  matter  of  ajl  Galilee, 

except  thofe  rocky  parts  into  which  the  defeated  banditti 

retired.     He  rewarded  his  troops  with  a  donative  of  a  hun-i 

dred  and  fifty  drachms  to  each  private  man,  and  fo  pro^ 

portionably  to  thofe  a  higher  rank,  and  then  fent  them  int<i 

winter-quarters.     Silo  left  hiitt  foon  after  to  follow  Ven-* 

tidius  into  Parthia ;  and  Herod,  who  could  hardly  ftay  for 

the  return  of  the  fpring,  to  put  himfelf  in  a£tioh,  refolved^ 

thiir gangs   if  poflBblc,  to  rid  himfelf  and  the  country  of  thofe  baibar'* 

deflrojid.      ^jjg  freebooters. 

When  he  thought  he  had  pretty  near  reduced  theit 
gang,  he  left  the  country  under  the  command  of  Ptolemy, 
at  the  head  of  as  many  forces  as  he  thought  would  fuffice 
to  keep  it  in  awe ;  and  took  the  route  to  Samaria,  wher^ 

,  *Antiq.  ubifopra,  mfin.capiziti;    Bell.  Jod.  abi  ftrpra. 

he 
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ticked  left  hi9  family^  wUb  »  ctetefminatUm  either  t0 
begin  tk(S  fiegie  of  Jcruf$i)«si>  or  bring  Antigoaus  to  a| 
battle.    He  was  no  fooner  gofie»  but  tbofe  whom  he  ha4  BmhBtti 
htclj  liiiy^d  over  Jordan^  pepped  that  river,  flew  Pco-  raUj^  «• 
kipy,  ap4  ravsiged  the.  country  afresh;  fo  that  he  wa«  A'^» 
•Wiged  to  return  with  fpefti  fofcts^  with  which  he  fo  J^///^ 
tfk^uzlW  deftroyed  them»  and  their  lurking-places^  and  ^rwui. 
fined  thpte  towns  fo  feverely^  which  had  given  them  either 
A^lter  or  relief »  that  he  quite  freed  the  province  d  that 
4cftruftifc  vermin  K 
The  Parthians  having  been  defeated  by  Ventidiua,  diat 

KeraU  by  order  of  Antony)  fent  Maehaerasjp  with  two 
^  ons  and  a  thoufaiui  horfe^  to  aifift  Herod  in  his  war 
againft  Antigonus  ;  but  this  iaft  having  gained  him  over 
b|r  a  large  fum»  MmM^tj^^  would  needs  march  towards 
him,  under  pretence  of  examining  the  ftrength  of  thff 
place*     Herod)  having  in  vain  tried  to  diifaude  him  froai 
it,  began  to  fufpe^l:  him  of  fome  treachery  ;  hut  held  his 
peace  for  the  prefent*    But  Antigonus,  feeing  the  IUk  Antigonut*! 
itians  draw  near  the  walls  of  Jerufaiem»  conceived  fucb  ^  *^  ^^''^^' 
)ealoufy  of  them,  that  he  caufed  his  men  to  let  fly  fome  vol*  ^^Ifutr^ti- 
lies  of  arrows  and  (tones  againft  them,  which  fo  exafperated  ' 

Machxras,  that  he  returned  to  Emmaus,  and  turned  hia  ^^  rtfimt- 
^rms  againfl:  the  Jews,  flaying  indifcriminately  all  that  fell  **"^ » 
in  his  way,  and  among  them  a  number  of  Herod's  friends  # 
Herod  threatened  to  prefer  his  complaints  to  Antony  ia 
perfon,  who  was  then  employed  in  the  fiege  of  Samo- 
&tas  but  Macbaeras  prevailed  upon  him  to  be  reoonciledt  rtmieth* 
and  to  leave  his  brother  Jofeph,  and  a  number  of  forces  fn'nt^m$k 
widi  him,  to  carry  on  the  war  during  his  abfence  i  on  ^^^ 
this  condition,  however,  that  they  fbould  undertake  noh 
diing  that  was  hazardous  till  his  return.    Herod,  at  his  Heredgui 
arrival  before  Samofata,  was  received  with  all  the  marks  to  M  49* 
of  honour  and  efkem  by  the  Homan   triumvir^  and  did  ''^*' 
him  many  gallant  fervices  at  that  fiege :   in  requital  of  ^^^^^ 
which,  when  the  city  was  taken,  Antony  left  Sofius  go* 
vemor  of  Syria,  with  the  command  of  the  Roman  forces, 
and  orders  to  aliift  Herod  with  them  whenever  he  (hould 
require  his  aid. 

Herod,  on  his  return,  found  his  affairs  ftrangely  altered 
for  the  worfe  t  his  brother  Jofeph,  contrary  to  orders,  had  , 
n^ade  an  incurfion  againft  Jericho  with*  his  own  troops, 
^d  five  legions,  which  he  received  from  Machauras ;  but 
^e  Rom^n  horfej  being  unfic  for  fuch  rocky  ground  as 
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he  was  then  encamped  upon,  the  enemy  furprifed  and  de« 
feated  him,  after  a  noble  defence,  in  which  himfelf  wa« 
killed  by  Pappus  the  Roman  general.  Antigonuscaufed  hi^ 
head  to  be  cut  off,  and  carried  in  triumph  with  him ;  but 
his  brother  Pheroras  redeemed  it  at  the  price  of  fifty  ta- 
lents. The  confequence  of  this  defeat  was,  the  total  rcTok 
of  Galilee,  where  the  wealthieft  of  Herod's  party  were  bar** 
baroufly  flung,  in  great  ^numbers,  into  the  lake  of  Tibe^ 
rias.  Idumxa  was  alfo  on  the  point  of  revolting,  when 
Herod  appeared  at  the  hetid  of  a  frefti  army,  and  in  a 
little  time  reduced  thofe  two  provinces  agaifi^  His  army 
ftill  increafing,  and  Machseras  ftoutly  defending  himfelf 
againft  Antigonus,  a  battle  was  foon  fought  between  the 
two  antagonifts,  wherein  Herod  gained  a  complete  vic- 
tory, and  made  a  horrid  daughter  of  the  enemy  :  Pappus 
being  found  among  the  dead,  he  ordered  his  head  to  be 
cut  off,  and  fent  to  Pheroras.  His  eagernefs  to  revenge 
his  brother's  death,  made  him  purfue  his  flying  enemy 
with  fuch  uncommon  celerity,  that,  had  he  not  been  pre- 
vented by  a  violent  ftorm,  he  might  have  gone  ftraight  to 
Jerufalem,  and  have  taken  it  with  eafe.  Antigonus  was, 
by  that  time,  fo  reduced,  that  he  was  upon  the  point  of 
abandoning  the  capital ;  but  now  winter  comine  on,  and 
the  foldiers  being  unable  to  bear  the  fatigues  of  a  fiege, 
Herod  put  them  into  winter  quarters*  and  began  to  make 
preparations  for  opening  it  in  the  beginning  of  fpring^. 

Meanwhile  he  went  to  Samaria,  and  confummated  hi$ 
marriage  with  Mariamne,  whom  he  bad  betrothed  four 
years  before.  By  this  time  he  had  got  a  reinforcement 
of  thirty  thoufand  men ;  and  Sofius  had  been  fent  to  his 
afliftance,  at  the  head  of  eleven  legions  and  fix  thoufand 
horfe,  befides  fome  auxiliary  troops  hired  from  Syria. 
By  this  numerous  army  Jerufalem  was  invefted.  The  be-' 
fieged,  on  the  other  hand,  were  no  lefs  numerous,  and 
refolute  for  a  vigorous  defence,  the  city  being  filled  with 
Jews,  who  flocked  thither  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
They  annoyed  the  befiegers  by  frequent  fallies,  in  which 
they  deftroyed  great  quantities  of  their  provifion  and 
forage.  But  on  the  fortieth  day  of  the  fiege,  the  Ro- 
mans, in  fpite  of  the  ftout  refiftance  from  within,,  found 
means  to  fcale  the  outward  wall ;  and  on  the  fiftieth  they 
got  within  the  feeond,  when  fome  of  the  galleries  about 
the  temple  being  fet  on  fire,  Herod  threw  all  the  odium 
of  it  on  Antigonus.    The  lower  city  being  taken^  the  be- 


c  Antjq.  &  BelL  Jad.  ubi  fi)pra» 


fieged 


ne  Hifiory  of  the  jewU  n^ 

fieged  betook  themfelves  to  the  higher,  and  to  the  temple^ 
where  they  fufFered  very  much  through  famine,  it  being 
the  fabbatic  year.  However,  they  built  sk  new  wall  in- 
ftead  of  that  which  was  beaten  down,  coiintermined  the 
enemy,  and  fought  fometimes  above  and  fometimes  un- 
der-groundy  with  more  defpair  than  courage.  At  length,  faJin  it  ^ 
after  a  long  aad  clofe  fiege,  Herod  finding  them  as  /lorm, 
ohftinate  as  ever,  ordered  a  general  aflault  to  be  made, 
which  both  his  and  the  Roman  troops  performed  with 
Aich  vigour,  that  they  forced  them  at  length  to  furren- 
•  der  (L). 

The  Romans,  having  difperfed  themfelves  through  all 
the  quarters  of  the  upper  city,  made  a  terrible  flaughter  of 
the  Jews,  and  plundered  and  ravaged  every  habitation. 
The  very  fanftuary  was  in  danger  of  undergoing  the 
fame  fate,  had  not  Herod  prevented  it,  partly  by  intrea- 
ties,  and  partly  by  mere  force.    He  fent,  at  the  fame  Saved 
time,  a  fevere   meflage  to  Sofius,  complaining,   that   if  from  dt^ 
this  plunder  and  butchery  was  riot  flopped,  the  Romans  '^"^j"  ^ 
would  leave  him  king  only  of  a  bare  wildernefs;  that,  as     ^'^  ' 
for  himfelf,  he  fhould  look  upon  his  fuccefs  as  the  greateft 
misfortune  tlmt  could  befal  him,  if  it  mull  be  attended 
with  the  profanation  of  that  facred  place,  the  accefs  to 
which  was  permitted  to  none  but  the  Jewifli  pricfts.     So- 
fius anfwered,  that  he  did  not  well  knew  how  to  forbid 
his  troops  plundering  a  place  that  had  been  taken  by 
aflault ;  fo  that  Herod  faw  himfelf  under  a  neceflity  of 
faving  both  temple  and  city  from  all   further  devaftation,   ' 
by  alarge  donative  out  of  his  own  coffers. 

Thus  was  Jcrufalem  taken,  after  a  fiege  of  fix  months  ;  Yr.  of  Fl; 
and  with  its  furrender,  ended  the  reign  of  the  Afmoneans,    .  *5"* 
which  had   continued  a  hundred  and  twenty-nine  years,      "^*  ^°*'' 
from  Judas  Maccabeus  to  Antigonus,  the  lafl  male  of  that  ^ 

race  who  bore  the  regal  title.     Sofius,  having  prefented  a  Antigonus 
crown  of  gold  to  the  temple,  left  Jerufalem,  and   con-  put  to 
veyed  Antigonus  in  chains  to  Antonys  by  whom  he  was,  *'^«^^« 
at  the  earneft  folicitations  of  Herod,  put  to  a  fliameful 
fleath,  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign  **. 

^  Jofeplu  Antix).  lib.  xv.  cap.  i.    Bell.  Jud.  lib.  i.  cap.  13.    Vid« 
&  Uffcr.  fub.  A.  M.  3967. 

(L)  Antigonus  came  down  and  in  the  mofi    abje6l    and 

from  a  tower,  which  he  had  de-  fubmilGve  manner  implored  his. 

fended  as  long  as  he  could,  mere/. 
threw  himfelf  at  Sofius's  feet, 
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f^he  Hjftory  of  the  Jems  from  Herod  to  the  Birth  of 

Chrift. 

npHE  redu&on  oif  Jerufaleiti,  and  tKe  ddath  of  Anti<* 
'*'  gonus,  having  fixed  Herod  upon  the  Jewifti  throne,  he 
was  foon  obliged  to  emplov  his  thoughts  on  two  important 
concerns ;  the  one  to  replenifh  his  coffers,  exhaufted  by 
the  large  ftims  with  which  he  had  been  forced  to  buy  the 
friendfhip  of  the  Roman  generals  \  the  other  was  to  fup- 
prefs  the  oppofite  faftion,  which,  in  fpite  of  his  rival's 
ignominious  death,  retained  an  invincible  attachment  to 
the  Afmonean  family,  and  an  irreconcileable  hatred  tcr 
his  own.  Thefe  points,  which  could  not  be  attained  with- 
out  a  great  deal  of  oppreflion,  and  much  bloodihed,  we  muft 
look  upon  as  the  main  fprings  of  all  his  aflions,  and  the 
caufes  of  his  uneafy  reign.  Being  pofleifed  of  that  metro- 
polis, he  caufed  all  the  gold,  filver,  and  other  valuable 
things  he  found  in  it,  to  be  carried  into  his  own  palaccj 
by  wbich  rapine  he  amafTed  immediately  an  immenfe  trea- 
fure ;  but  as  a  great  part  of  it  had  been  promifed  to  the  Ro- 
mans, and  wais  aftually  given  to  them,  he  reimburfed  , 
himfelf  by  the  forfeiture  of  the  eftates  of  the  Antigonian 
fa£^ion,  caufing  the  wealthieft  of  them  to  be  feized^  and 
forty-five  of  the  principals  to  be  put  to  death  (M).  Such 
was  his  jealoufy  in  this  refpe£t,  that  he  caufed  guards  to 
be  planted  at  their  gates,  to  examine,  as  they  were  carry- 
ing them  to  their  graves,  whether  they  were  really  deaS, 
and  whether  any  riches  were  conveyed  off  with  their  bo- 
dies \  in  which  cafe  they  were  feized  upon,  and  fent  into 
his  trcafury.  Upon  the  whole,  his  neceffities  and  profu- 
Con  were  lo  great,  that  he  fpared  no  extortion  to  fupply 
them ;  infomuch  that  this  being  the  fabbatic  year,  in 
which  there  was  neither  planting  nor  fowing^  and  all  the 
country  having  been  terribly  plundered  and  ravaged,  both 
before  and  during  the  fiege,  nothing  lefs  than  a  grievous 
famine  was  expe^ed  all  over  the  land  ^. 


•  Antiq.  lib.  xv.  cap.  t. 

(M)  Herod,  however,  fpared 
that  very  Sameas,  who  had 
appeared  the  mofl  iiitre|nd  a- 
gaind  him  at  his  trial  before 
the  fanhedrim ;  as  well  as  Pol- 
lio,  another  learned  and  va- 
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luable  Jew,  who  had  been  a 
great  partizan  fbr  Hyrcan  a- 
gainfl  him  :  and  thefe  were  not 
the  only  inftanccs  of  Herod^s 
clemency, 

Herod 
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Herod  had  ftill  another  rival  left,  who,  though  at  a  Jtaloufy  of 
great  diftance  from  him,  and  kept,  as  it  were,  a  prifoner  ffyrcan, 
in  Parthia,  did  not  fuffer  his  mind  to  be  at   eafe.     This  '/^"  j)J^^ 
was  Hyrcan,.  the  depofed  king  and  high-prieft,  whom  Pa- 
corus  had  carried  thither  in  chains.     But  when  Phraartes 
came  to  be   informed  of  his  high  birth  and  dignity,  he  ' 
generoully  took  off  his  chains,  and  permitted  him  to  live 
in  Babylon,  where  he  was  highly  refpefted,  not  only  by 
the  great  number  of  Jews,  who  dwelt  in  that  city,  but 
likewife  by  all  thofe  that  lived  beyond  the  Euphrates,  who 
looked  upon  him  as  their  rightful  prince  and  high-prieft. 
Their  veneration  for  him  was  raifed  ftill  higher,  when 
they  underftood  that  Herod  had  filled  the  pontifical  chair 
with  an  old  acquaintance  of  his  own,  named  Ananel,  a 
defcendent  of  one  of  thofe  pHeftly  families  that  fettled  at 
Babylon  after  the  captivity,  and  whom  that  politic  prince 
caufed  to  be  fetched  frorn  thence,  merely  on  account  of 
his  meannefs  and  obfcurity ;  that,  being  without  friends 
or  intereft  in  Judaea,  he  might  be  contented  with  his  facer- 
dotal  fundiion,  without  interfering  with  the  royal  prero- 
gative. 

Hyrcan  might  then  have  thought  himfelf  happy  in  his  Thatpou^ 
exile,  being  thus  refpefted  by  the  Parthian  king,  and  by  tiff'shap* 
all  the  Jews  of  the  difperfion  ;  yet  fuch  was  his  love  for  J/"^-^ 
his  country,  or  rather  his  fatal  confidence  in  the  new         * 
Jewifh  monarch,  that,  as  foon  as  he  heard  of  his  being 
on  the  throne,  he  conceived  a  great   defire  of  fpending 
the  remainder  of  his  life  at  Jerufalem.     His  friends,  to 
whom   he   communicated  his  thoughts,   tried  in  vain  to^ 
difluade  him  from  it,  by  reprefenting  to  him  the  folly  and 
hazard  of  putting  himfelf  in  that  monarch's  power,  efpe- 
cially  fince  he  could  hardly  expeft  greater  honour  or  hap- 
pinefs  at  Jerufalem  than  he  enjoyed  at  Babylon.     But  Ptrfuadid 
Herod  plied  him  with  repeated  invitations,  and  even  fent  to  return 
Santacalla  as  his  ambaflador,  with  prefents  to  the  Par-  *^^^  ?** 
thian  king,  entreating  him  to  allow  the  pontiff  to  return  ^'^^* 
to  Judaea  ^. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  tranfaftions  Herod  was  not  a  little  Yr.  of  Fl. 
difturbed  with  domeftic  jars.     Alexandra,  the  daughter   .  *^'i'. 
of  Hyrcan,  and  mother  of  Ariftobulus  and  Mariamne,  i.     ^^^ 
woman  of  a  haughty  fpirit,  could  not  bear,  with  any  pa- 
tiencc,  to  fee  an  obfcure  Babylonifli  prieft  preferred  be-  Herod's  do-^ 
fore  her  fon  to  the  pontifical  dignity,  from  which  Hyrcan  fnefiic  jQTt% 
was  now  difabled  by  the  lofs  of  his  ears.    She  was  ever 
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expoftulating  with  him  on  the  injury  done  to  her  Ton,  aiid 
infifting  that  the  pontifical  dignity  belonging,  in  right  of 
fucceilion  to  him  alone^  as  being  defcended  by  father  and 
biother  from  Alexander  Jannaeust  none  hot  he  ought,  in 
juilice,  to  be  invefted  with  it.  But  Herod,  confcious  that 
the  young  prince  had  an  equal  right  likcwHe  to  the  regai 
dignity,  which  he  now  ufurped  from  him,  wis  afraid  to 
grant  her  the  one,  left  fhe  ibould  find  fome  means  in  time 
of  feizing  upon  the  other.  His  refufal  induced  ber  to 
write  to  Cleopatra,  not  doubting  but  her  intereft  with 
Antony  might  greatly  influence  that  general  in  favour  of- 
her  fon.  It  was  impofliblc  for  her  to  carry  on  that  cor- 
rcfpondence  fo  clofely,  but  Herod  had  fome  intimation  of 
It ;  and,  fearing  the  worft  from  thofe  two  intriguing 
princeffes,  he  was  forced  for  thcprefent  to  confent  to  have 
Ariftobulus  Ananel  depofcd,  and  Ariftobulus  invefted  with  that  dig* 
maJe  high-  x{iiy^  pretending  that  he  had  only  given  it  to  the  former, 
frieft.  ^jjj  ^^^  latter  was  come  to  be  of  an  age  to  perform  the 

functions. 

This  condefcenfion  of  Herod,  backed  with  fo'plaufible 
r  I  excufe,  wrought  a  kind  of  reconciliation  between  them; 
but  which  was  nothing  lefs  than  fincere  on  either  fide, 
efpecially  on  Herod's,  who  ftill  fufpefled  the  intrigues  of. 
the  mother,  and  the  merit  of  the  fon,  whofe  high  birth, 
and  virtues,  joined   to  a  graceful  perfon,  attradied  the 
Atixandra    eyes    and  hearts   of    the   whole  Jewifh  nation.      Upon 
tgnfined.       fome  pretence,  therefore,  he  quarrelled  with  Alexandra, 
forbad  her  to  meddle  with  any  public  affairs,  and  at  laft 
caufed  her  to  be  confined  to  her  palace,  and  to  be  clofely 
Invited  by^    watched.     In  the  mean  time,  Cleopatra  having  fent  her 
Cleopatra,     and  her  fon  an  invitation  to  come  to  Egypt,  (he  was  eafily 
perfuaded  to  accept  it,  fince  fhe  could  now  only  look  upon 
herfelf  as  Herod's  prifoner,  from  whofe  jealoufy  fhe  had 
every  thing  to  fear.     The  difficulty  was,  how  to  conceal 
their  flight  from  his  watchful  fpics  :  fhe  intrufted  her  de- 
Cgn  only  to  two  faithful  fervants,  one  of  whom  was  to 
procure  her  a  fhip  to  cary  them  off,  and  the  other  to  pro- 
vide two  coffins,  one  for  her  fon,  and  the  other  for  herfelf, 
to  convey  them  in  that  manner  to  the  fhip.     But  one  of 
'     the  two  fervants  inadvertently  mentioned  the  matter .  to  a 
third,  whom  he  thought  to  have  been  in  the  fccret,  who 
immediately  took,  hold  of  this  opportunity  to  ingratiate 
himfelf  with  Herod,  and  made  a  full  difcovery  of  the  dc- 
JSerfirata'  fig^--    Herod  ftayed  only  till  the  mother  and  fon  were 
gtm  be-        conveyed  fome  part  of  the  way  in  their  coffins,  and  then 
^ajid^        caufed  them  to  be  arrefted>  and  brought  back.    His  fear, 

.       howeverj^ 


The  Hiftoty  of  the  Jews.  1 6^ 

hdvi^vci',  of  Cleopatra's  refentment,  prevented  his  ex- 
preffing  his  own  againft'them  ;  and  fince  he  found  it  un- 
fafe  to  punifli  them,  he  put  on  the  malk  of  clemency,  and 
was  outwardly  reconciled  to  them ;  but  from  that  moment 
refolved  to  get  rid  of  the  young  prince. 

An  accident  foon  happened,  which  determined  Herod 
tohailen  his  death.     At  the  feaft  of  the  tabei-nacles,  the   Ariftobulut 
new  high-prieft,  who  was  then 'about  feventeen  years  of  officiates  om 
^g^9  appeared  in  his  pontifical  ornaments,  and  officiated  *^^i^°fi  ^f 
with  fuch  majefty  and  grace,  that  the  people  thought  they  ^leu^^' 
beheld  all  the  merit  and  grandeur  of  his  anceftors  revived 
in  his  perfon.     They  could  not  forbear  filling  the  temple 
and  city  with  his  praifes,  which  raifed  the  tyrant's  jealoufy   Raifes  W** 
to  fuch  a  height,  as  made  him  refolve  to  put   his  cruel  rod's jea* 
ddfign  in  execution  with  the  utmoft  fpeed.     Accordingly,  ^^^Ijf* 
as'  foon  as  the  folemnity  was  over,  he  went  with  him  to 
Jericho,  where  Alexandra  had  invited  them  to  a  fumptu- 
ous  entertainment.     The  weather  being  hot,  Ariftobulus  Dro^wned 
was  invited  to  bathe  in  a  fine  fiih-pond  in  that  neighbour-  in  a  bath. 
hood,  where  fome  of  Herod's  hired  creatures  were  fwim- 
Qiing  ;  and  where,  as  foon  as  they  had  him  in  their  hands, 
they  kept  him  under  water  till  he  was  dead.     The  atro- 
cious deed  was  glofled  over  with  the  fpecious  pretence  of 
its  being  done  in  fport,  by  accident,  and  without  any  de- 
fign  on  the  pontiff's  life  ;  and  Herod  not  only  feemed  to 
believe  it,  but   took  all  the  pains    he  could  to   have  it 
thought  fo  by  the  refl^  by  putting  himfelf  into  the  deep- 
efl  mourning  for  him,  ordering  a  flately  monument  to  be 
creded  to  his  memory,  and  his  funeraj  obfequies  to  be 
performed  with   the  utmofl  magnificence.     This  was  the 
end  of  young  Ariflobulus,  which  filled  the  city  and  king- 
dom A^ith  inexpreffible  grief :  he  died  in  the  eighteenth   Ananelri* 
jctlv  of  his  age,  having  fcarce  enjoyed  his  dignity  one  ftored. 
whole  year,  which,  upon  his  death,  returned  to  Ananel  s. 

All  this  afFe£lation  of  Herod  was  eafily  feen  through  by  Herod  he* 
the  people,  and  only  rendered  him  more  odious  to  them,   tomes  odi- 
and  much  more  fo  to  his  own  family.     Alexandra,  at  the   ^^^' 
firft  news  of  her  fop's  death,  could  fcarcely  be  kept  from 
laying  violent  hands  op  herfelf  5  but,  upon  cooler  thoughts, 
ftit  refolved  to  conceal  her  refentment  againfl  the  tyrant, 
that  {he  might  the   more  eafily  compafs  his  ruin.    She   Alexandra 
wrote  an  account  of  his  treachery  to  Cleopatra,  who,  plots 
moved  rather  by  her  ambition  and  avarice,  than  by  a  ^#^'^ 
fenfe  of  pity  or  horror  for  the  crime,  ceafed  not  to  folicit  ^*' 
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Antony  to  punifti  the  murderer,  in  hopes  that  after  \^ 
death  fhe  might  eafily  obtain  his  kingdom  for  herfelf^ 
Antony,  thus  importuned,  fent  orders  to  Heiod  to  come 
and  clear  himfelf  before  him  at  Laodicea,  whither  he 
was  then  going,  accompanied  by  Cleopatra.     Herod  was 
obliged  to  obey,  though  miich  againft  his  will  \  but  took 
care  to  bribe  his  judge  fo  high.,  that,  upon  his.  appearing 
before  him,  he  was  moft  balely  abfolved,  and  Cleopatra's 
avarice  compenfated  with  the  province  of  Coelefyria^  in- 
ftead  of  that  of  Judsea.    Before  his  departure,  fufpe^ling 
that  Antony  harboured  a  defign  to  pofTefs  himfelf  of  Ma- 
riamne,  the  fame  of  whofe  beauty  had  certainly  inflamed 
the  curiofity  of  the  triumvir,  he  ordered  his  uncle  Jofeph^ 
whom  he  left  governor  in  his  abfence,  to  put  this  prin* 
cefs  to  death,  in  cafe  he  himfelf  (hould  be  condemned  by 
Antony.     This  injunflion,  which  nothing  but  the  violence 
of  his  love  fuggefted,  Jofcph   was  fo  imprudent  as  to 
communicate   to  Mariamne,    who    thenceforward  enters 
tained  the  utmoft  horror  of  ^ler  huiband.     Alexandra,  be- 
ing alfo  informed  of  the  inhuman  order,  joined  Mari- 
amne in  perfuading  Jofeph  to  leave  the  city,  and  put 
themfelves  under  the  proteftion  of  the  Roman  eagles^  that 
were  planted  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  but  this  proje£l:  was 
rendered  unnecefTary  by  the  news  of  Herod's  acquittal. 
Their  deliberations  had  not  been  kept  fo  fecret,  but  they 
reached  the  ears  of  his  filler  Salome,  who,  in  confequence 
of  a  female  quarrel  with  Mariamne,  infinuated  to  her 
brother,  at  his  return,  that  a  criminal  correfpondence  had 
been  carried  on  in  his  abfence  betwixt  his  uncle  and  his. 
wife.     Mariamne  found  means  to  convince  him  of  her  in# 
nocence  in  this  particular;  but  could  not  help  upbraiding 
him  with  the  barbarous  order  he  had  given  to  take  away 
her  life.     This  expoftulation  awakened  all  his  jealoufy. 
He  was  now  perfuaded  that  nothing  but  guilty  familiarity 
could  have  induced  his  uncle  to  difclofe  the  fatal  fecret. 
In  the  firft  tranfports  of  his  rage,  he  caufed  Jofeph  to  be 
put  to  death,  without  hearing  what  he  could  fay  in  his 
own  defence ;  and  Alexandra  being  put  in  chains,  waa 
confined  to  a  clofe  prifon. 

His  prefent  troubles  were,  for  a  while,  diverted  by  the 
arrival  of  Cleopatra  in  Judrea,  in  her  return  from  the 
Euphrates,  whither  (he  had  accompanied  Antony.  That 
princefs,  whofe  avarice  was  as  infatiable  as  her  lufl,  haf 
difobliged  Herod  fenfibly  by  both  thefe  paffions.  On  wie 
hand,  (he  had  obtained  from  her  paramour  all  the  fertile 
territories  of  Jericho^  which  wer£  by  far  the  richeft  and 
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pleafanteft  of  alljudsea,  efpecially  upon  account  of  the 
balm,  and  the  great  quantity  of  palm-trees  which  grew  in 
it,  and  brought  Herod  a  confiderable  revenue.     On  the 
other,  fhe  was  foliciting  that  monarch   to  an  amour  all 
the  time  fhe  ftayedin  Judsea.     Herod,  who  had  conceived  mahe  htr 
a  great  avcrfion  to  her,  was,  in  the  midft  of  his  magni-  ^^^*^^j  " 
ficcnt  entertainments,  revolving  fome  means  of  putting     ^^  ' 
her  to  death,  whilft  he  had  her  in  his  power;  but  his 
friends,  dreading  the  confeqwences  of  fuch  a  fa£l,  did  not 
only  difluade  him  from  it,  but  prevailed  on  him  to  glut  at 
lealt  her  avarice  with  coflJy  prefents.     However,  as  he 
liad  refufed  to  gratify  her  other  predominant  paffion,'  he 
feared  her  refentment  for  his  refufal,  joined  with  the  in- 
vincible hatred  which  the  Jews   had  conceived  againft 
him,  wouki  one  day  prove  fatal.     To  prevent  which  dif- 
after,  after  he  had  accompanied  her   as  far  as  Pelufium, 
he  fortified   the  caftle  of  ^aflada,  and  furnifhed  it  with  nvh/ortU 
arms  and  provifions  for  ten   thoufand  men^   that  at  all  Jies  thi 
events  he  might  have  a  fure  place  of  refuge.     At  the  fame  ^^/'^  *^f 
time  he   took  conftant  care  to  fend  that  princefs  the  re-  ^^Jf^^^ 
venues  of  thofe  ter/ritorics  which  Antony  had  given  her, 
that  (he  might  have  no  opportunity  of  quarrelling  with 
him  upon  that  account  **. 

But  this  attention  was  not  fufRcient  to  prevent  the  ef-  Her  nfenu 
feSs  of  her  refentment ;  and  fee  laid  fuch  a  plot  againft  ^^^^  ^- 
hira,  that  all  his  ftrength  and  courage  were  hardly  fuffi-  ^^^ff^^^ 
cicnt  to  fave  him  from  ruin.     She  had  obtained  a  great  ^/^^^ 
number  of  provinces  from  Antony,  in  Syria,  Phoenice,  and 
Arabia.     The  latter  of  thefe  had  paid  tribute  to  her  con- 
ftantly  enough,  whilft  Antony  was  in  power ;  but  ifter 
his  defeat,  at  the  battle  of  Aftium,  Malchus,  then  king 
of  that  country,   refufed  further  payment.     Herod,  who 
had  got  a  -complete  army,  with  which  he  defigned  to 
aflift  his  friend  Antony   againft   Oftavius,  received  or-  Yr.  of  Fl. 
dcrs  from  him  to  turn  his  forces  againft  the  Arabians.    .   *^  cli 
This  was  Cleopatra's  plot ;  who,  by  bringing  thefc  two 
kings  to  a  battle,  propofed  to  get  the  territories  of  the  -- 

conquered,  let  the  viftory  fall  on  which  fide  it  would. 
But  as  her  fpite  againft  Herod  was  moft  prevailing,  ilie 
fent  one  of  her  generals,  named  Athenion,  at  the  head 
of  an  army,  under  pretence  of  affifting  him,  but  in  reality 
to  betray  and  ruin  him  •,  becaufe  (he  forefaw  that  he  was 
Jike  to  have  the  better  of  his  enemy.  For  Herod,  upon 
the  firft  encounter,  had  given  them  a  great  overthrow,  and 

• 
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obliged  them  to  get  a  frefli  army  together,  'w^hich  Malchufl 
brought  into  Coelefyria.  Here  a  fecond  battle  was  fought 
near  Cana,  in  which  Herod  was  on  the  point  of  obtaining 
a  new  vidlory  ,  when  Athenion,  who  ftood  neuter  all  the 
time  of  the  engagement,  fell  upon  his  troops  before  they 
could  rally,  cut  the  greateft  part  of  the  Jews  in  piecesj 
and  plundered  their  camp,  Herod  himfelf  efcaping  with 
great  difficulty,  with  a  fmall  number  of  his  men  *. 

Herod  had  entered  into  the  feventh  year  of  his  reign  \ 
when  Judsea  was  {haken  with  fuch  an  earthquake,  as  had 
never  been  felt  before,  which  deftroyed  great  numbers  of 
cattle,  and  many  thoufand  perfons  perilhed  under  the 
ruins  of  their  houfes.  His  troops  indeed  efcaped  the 
common  ruin,  becaufe  he  kept  them  encamped  in  the 
open  field ;  neverthelefs,  th€  great  lofs  which  the  kin^ 
dom  fuftained  by  this  calamity,  obliged  him  to  fend  aa. 
embafly  to  fue  to  the  Arabians  for  pfeace.  But  by  thifij 
time  the  account  of  his  lofs  having  been  greatly  magnified 
to  them,  they  not  only  rejefted  his  offers,  but  flew  the 
ambafladors  that  brought  them,  and  invaded  Judaea,  ex- 
pelling to  have  found  it  deftitute  of  defence.  It  was  with 
the  greateflf  difficulty  that  Herod  kept  his  men  from  aban- 
doning him  5  but  having  at  length  difpelled  their  fear^ 
and  offered  the  ufual  facrifices,  he  went  to  meet  the  ene- 
my on  the  other  fide  of  the  Jordan,  and  there  gave  them 
two  fuch  fignal  defeajts,  that  he  forced  them  in  their  turn 
to  fue  for  peace,  and  to  accept  it  on  his  own  conditions ; 
after  which  he  returned  in  triumph  to  Jerufalem  *. 

But  his  happinefs  was  foon  after  troubled  by  the  de- 
feat of  Antgny  by  Auguftus  at  the  battle  of  Aftium,  by 
which  Herod  faw  himfelf  deprived  of  a  mofl  powerful  as 
weir  as  fleady  friend,  and  on  the  brink  of  falling  a  facri- 
fice  to  the  conqueror's  refentment.  The  heft  expedient 
he  could  think  of,  under  this  confternation,  was  to  fend 
advice  to  Antony  to  put  Cleopatra  to  death,  and  to  feize 
on  her  kingdom  and  treafures  \  by  which  he  might  be 
enabled  to  raife  new  forces,  and  either  make  a  frefli  effort 
for  the  empire,  or,  at  the  worft,  obtain  eafier  conditions 
pf  peace.  He  promifed  him,  on  thofe  terms,  not  to  aban- 
don his  intereft,  but  to  fumifli  him  with  money,  troops, 
ftrong  holds,  and  all  pther  affiftance  to  carry  on  the 
war  againfl  his  rival.  Antony  was  flill  too  great  a 
ilave  to  that  princef^,  to  confent  tp  fuch  an  expedients 
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which  infatuation,  when  Herod  perceived,  he  thought  no 
•  more  but  how  to  make  his  peace  with  the  conqueror  on 
the  bed  terms  he  could  obtain.     He  had  fttll  another  dread  . 
upon  him  as  great  as  the  difpleafure  of  Caefar.     Hyrcan,  i{gro(ts 
the  only  furviving  male  of  the  Afmonean  race,  had  been  plot  ai>ainfi 
formerly  acknowlegcd  king  of  Judaea,  and  as  fuch  had  Hyrcan* 
entered  into  alliances  with  the  Roman  fenate.     Herod,  on 
the  other  hand,  had  been  chiefly  upheld  on  his  throne  by 
the  intereft  of  Antony ;  and  Alexandra,  ever  watchful  for 
all  opportunities  of  being  revenged  on  the  ufuiper,  had 
begun  to  intrigue  again,  in  hopes  of  deriving  fome  advan- 
tage»from  the  late  change  of  affairs.     Herod,  therefore, 
who  had  his  fpies  about  him,  thought  it  unfafe  to  go  to 
Auguftus,  till  he  had  drawn  the  father  and  the  daughter 
into  a  fnare,  which  might  afford  him  a  pretence  for  put- 
ting the  former  to  death  ;  he  accordingly  caufed  him  to 
be  beheaded  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age,  for  carrying 
on  a  clandeftine  correfpondence  with  Malchus,  king  of  ^^„r^j  ;j;^ 
Arabia;  a  correfpondence  into  which  Hyrcan  had  beeii//^  ^^  ^^. 
inveigled  by  the  emiffaries  of  Herod.  htaded. 

This  moriarch's  next  care,  before  he  departed,  was  to  /y^^<,^  gQgf 
fecure  his  family,  in  cafe  he  ihould  mifcarry  in  his  ad-  to  Auguf' 
drefs  to  Auguftus.     To  that  end,  he  committed  his  mo-  tus, 
ther  Cypris,  and  his  fifter  Salome,  to  the  care  of  his  bro- 
ther Pheroras,  whom  he  fent  into  the  caftle  of  Alexan- 
jlrion,  with  orders,  to  feize  on  the  Jewifh  crown,  and  Hisorden 
defend  it  to  the  laft,  in  cafe  he  heard  that  his  aifeirs  were  to  his  bro' 
dcfperatc.     As  for  his  wife  Mariamne,  and  his  mother  ^^^^ 
Alexandra,  he  fent  them  into  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Maf- 
fada,  and  put  them  under  the  care  of  his  treafurer,  named 
Jofeph,  and  Sohemus,  one  of  his  chief  confidents,  with 
exprcfs  orders  to  put  thofe  two  princefles  to  death,  as  foon 
as  they  fhould   receive  the  news  of  his  ill  fuccefs  at  'the 
cmperor^s  court,  and  then  to  join  his  brother,  and  affift  him 
with  all  their  power.     Having  taken  thefe  precautions,  he 
embarked   for  Rhodes,  where  Auguftus   then  was;  and 
having  obtained  an  audience,  appeared  before  that  prince 
in  all  his  royal  ornaments,  except  his  diadem.     He  made 
no  difficulty  to  own  his  former  attachment  to  Antony's  in-  Hisjpeech 
tereft,    his   affifting  him  with   men,  arms,  ^  money,  and  to  Auguf- 
other  neceffaries  for  the  war ;  and  even  the  counfel  he  tus, 
had  given  him,  after  his  defeat,  of  killing  Cleopatra,  and 
feizing  on  her  kingdom,   and  immenfe  trecfure,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  more  advantageous  peace.     "  All  this,"  faid 
he,  "L  thought  myfelf  bound  in  honour,  gratitude,  and 
I  M4  friendihipj 
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friend(hip»  to  do  for  Antony;  but  fince  he  has  rejcftcfd 
my  laft  advice,  and  left  me  at  liberty  to  make  yoxi  a  ten- 
der of  my  future  fervices,  if  yoii  think  them  worth  your 
acceptance,  and  can  forget  what  is  pad,  you  {hall  find 
me  henceforth  as  fincere  and  ftedfaft  a  friend  to  you,  as 
I  have  been  hitherto  to  your  rival."  As  an  eameft  of 
which  difpofition,  he  mentioned  to  him  the  timely  fuc- 
cour  he  had  lately  given  to  (^  Didius,  his  governor  in 
Syria,  againft  Antony's  gladiators.  Auguftus  was  very 
much  taken,  both  with  his  fpeech,  and  gallant  beha- 
viour ;  he  had  likewife  been  acquainted  with  the  fuccour 
he  had  fent  to  Didius,  and  thanked  him  for  it,  aifuring 
him,  that  he  readily  accepted  of  his  friendfliip,  and  con- 
firmed the  kingdom  to  him ;  in  token  of  which  friend- 
fliip, he  ordered  him  to  take  up  his  diadem,  and  wear  it 
in  his  prefence.  Herod,  pleafed  with  his  good  fuccefs, 
made  fome  prefents  to  Auguitus  and  his  favourites  ;  and 
was  from  that  time,  in  greater  elleem  with  him  than  any 
other  tributary  prince  ;  fo  that  he  returned  to  Jerufalem 
highly  fatisfied  with  thefe  additions  of  honour  and  power: 
but  all  this  was  foon  foured,  by  the  ill  reception  he  met 
with  from  his  favourite  Mariamne,  and  her  exafperated 
mother ".  v 

Thefe  two  princefles,  looking  upon  their  confinement 
at  MafTada  only  as  a  more  honourable  imprifonment,  and 
remembering  with  horror  the  bloody  orders  he  had  for- 
merly left  with  his  uncle  Jofeph  concerning  them,  did  not 
doubt  but  he  had  given  the  fame  to  their  two  new  guar- 
dians. To  be  fatisfied  in  this  particular,  they  fpared  nei- 
ther prefents  nor  careffes,  till  they  extorted  the  fatal  fecret 
from  Sohemus ;  fo  that  when  Herod  came  to  Maifada, 
and  was  going  to  embrace  the  queen  with  his  ufual  ten- 
demefs,  and  to  acquaint  her  with  his  fuccefs,  he  was  fur- 
prifed  to  find  all  his  carefles  anfwered  with  fighs  and  tears, 
and  other  marks  of  grief  and  difdain.  His  refentment 
rofe  to  fuch  a  height,  that  it  extorted  from  him  the  bit- 
tereft  reproaches,  accompanied  with  fuch  menaces,  as 
would  have  alarmed  any  woman  but  her.  But  his  love, 
which  was  no  lefs  violent,  feldom  fuffered  thofe  fallies  of 
anger  to  be  long-lived ;  till  his  mother  and  fifter,  tired 
and  affrighted  to  fee  him  ftill  agitated  between  thofe  op- 
pofite  paffions,  found  out  a  way  to  work  her  efFe£lual  ruin, 
by  raifing  the  vileft  furmifes  and  calumnies  againft  her 
character. 

*  Antiq.ubi  fupra,  cap.  iq. 
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In  the  mean  time^  Auguftus  pafiing  through  Syria  in  His  mag* 
his  way  to  Egypt,  Herod,  who  went  to  meet  him  as  far  nificm  r#. 
as  PtolemaiS)  entertained  him  and  his  army  with  incredi-  ^^''*?  ^ 
ble  magnificence.     Befides  a  prefent  that  he  made  him  of     *^^*'* 
eight  hundred  talents,  he  took  care  to  fumifh  his  army 
with  breads  wine,  and  other  provilions,  as  they  marched 
through  feme  barren  deferts,  where  they  might  have  been 
otherwife  in  danger  of  wanting  even  bread  and  water.  He 
accompanied  him  as  far  as  Pelufium ;   and  that  emperor 
was  fo  charmed  with  his  pplitenefs  and  generofity,  that  he 
made  him  ride  by  his  fide,  whenever  he  went  to  review 
his  troops^  or  upon  any  diverfion.     Herod  gave  him  the 
faine  magnificent  reception  upon  his  return  from  Egypt, 
as  he  paifed  through  Syria;    in  recompence  of  which, 
Auguftus  made  him  a  prefent  of  the  four  thoufand  Gauls,  nt  gmigm 
which  had  ferved  as  life-guards  to  Cleopatra ;  and  reftor-  ror*j  re* 
cdtohim  the  territories  and  revenues  of  Jericho,  Ga^lara,  Vf*^olto 
Hippon,    Samaria,    Gaza,    Anthedon,    Joppa,   and  the        * 
tower  of  Straton,  on  the  fea-fide;  which  made  a  confider- 
able  enlargement  both  to  his   kingdom  and    revenues. 
But,   upon  his  return  to  Jerufalem,  he  relapfed  into  his  ^^'  ®^  ^ 
former  difcontent  and  jealoufies,  on  account  of  his  be-  Ante  Ch 
loved  queen,  whofe  averfion  to  him  daily  increafed ;  info-        29* 
much  that  (he  came  at  laft  to  treat  him  with  fuch  con-  — - — —« 
tempt,  and  accompanied  it  with  fuch  bitter  refle£^ions,  as  MarUm-    * 
cafily  convinced  him,  that  her  affection  was  entirely  alie-  l^'^T^* 
nated.    Meanwhile  his  fifter  Salome  continued  to  do  hcr^*'^ 
all  the  ill  offices  in  her  power.    She  even  fubomed  his 
cap-bearer  to  accufe  the  queen  of  having  bribed  him  to 
poifon  his  fovereign.     In  confequence  of  this'charge,  one 
of  her  favourite  eunuchs  was  put  to  the  rack,  although 
the  torture  extrafted  nothing  from  him,  but  that  he  be- 
lieved the  queen  was  exafpcrated  by  the  cruel  order  he  had 
left  with  Sohemus  ;    a  declaration  which  proved  fatal  to 
this  officer,  whom  the  king  caufed  to-  be  put  to  imme- 
diate death,  on  the  fuppofition  that  he  durft  not  have  re- 
vealed the  fecret  to  her,  unlefs  he  had  made  a  criminal 
impreffion  on  her  heart. 

He  next  ordered  the  queen  to  be  publicly  tried  ;  and,  Trifdand 
having  packed  a  fet  of  judges  of  his  own  creatures,  fhe  condemiua 
was  found  guilty  :  but  they  begged  he  would  not  precipi-  '*  *'''• 
tate  the  fentence,  but  confine  her  to  fome  caftle,  till  he 
had  more  maturely  confulted  with  his  own  heart.     Sa- 
lome, who  knew  how  apt  her  brother  was  to  relapfe,  and 
fearing  feme  difcovery  of  her  treachery  might  come  out  to 
the  queeuj  ihould  her  death  be  delayed,  obtained  an  or- 
der 
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der  from  hi'm  for  her  execution,  under  pretence  that  the 
nation  would  rife  in  arms  for  her,  if  he  fu^ered  her  to  liVc 
any  longer. 

Iviariamne  .bore  her   fate    with   heroic   courage,    arid 

inarched  to  the  place  of  execution  with  incredible  fere- 

nity,  till  an  accident  befel  her,  which  put  her  conftancy 

AJexan*       ^^  j^^  fevereft  trial.    Her  mother,  the  turbulent  intriguing 

9^/to  her*  Alexandra,  who  expe£ied  nothing  but  to  follow  her  in  a 

ihort  time,   could  think  of  no  better  expedient  to  avert 

the  impending  ftbrm,  than  trying  to   ingratiate   herfelf 

with  Herod,  by  infulting  her  unfortunate  daughter.    Not 

contented  to  load  her  with  the  bittereft  reproaches  for 

.  ber  ingratitude  and  infidelity  to  the  bed  of  hufoands,  ibe 

made  feveral  offers  to  flrike  her,  and  to  pull  her  by  the 

Her  /*^**  hair.     Mariamne  bore  all  thefe  infults,  without  betraying 

Urbeha"     -any  Other  change  Hn  her  countenance,  than  fhame  at  fo 

^     *  hafe  an  artifice  ;  which,  however,  did  not  fucceed,  as  the 

fequel  will  fliew.     Mariamne  fubmitted  to  her  death,  with 

Jierdiath*    great  intrepidity  %  and  with  her  ended  all  the  happinefs 

of  her  tyrannic  huiband. 
Iier9^s  Herod's  rage  being  quenched  with  the  blood  of  that 

tmarp.       amiable  princefs,  his  love  broke  out  the  more  fiercely,  and 
filled  him  with  fuch  unfpeakable  remorfe,  that  his  life  be- 
came a  burden.     In  vain  he  tried  to  divert  his  grief  with 
feaftings,  and  other  diverfions  ;    Mariamne  was  ilill  up- 
permoft  in  his  thoughts :  he  called  aloud  upon  her  name ; 
and  fometimes  would  order  thofe  of  his  attendance  to 
Yr.  of  Fl.  fetch  her  to  his  prefence.     A  grievous  peftilence,  which 
a  310.       fwept  away  multitudes  of  people  of  all  ranks,  added  a 
Ante  Chr.  fr^fh  load  to  his  mifery  ;  becaufe  it  was  univerfally  looked 
**•         upon  as  a  jufl  judgment  on  him  for  all  the  blood  he  had 
jijfriivous  ^^^>  and  efpecially  that  of  his  injured  queen.     At  firfl 
plague.        he  withdrew  into  fome  of  the  neighbouring  deferts,  un- 
HeroJ  der  pretence  of  hunting,  but,  really,  to  avoid  the  fight  of 

groiffsfw  men.  At  length,  being  feized  with  a  violent  diftempcr 
rtoujy  and  -^^  his  bowels,  he  returned  to  Samaria,  where  his  phyfi- 
cians  tried  in  vain  to  give  him  fome  eafe ;  their  medicines. 
did  but  increafe  his  pain.  His  conflitution,  however,  got 
the  better  of  his  difeafe,  but  never  could  alter  his  four 
and  brutifh  humour,  to  which  he  abandoned  himfelf  more 
and  more,  as  he  recovered  his  health  and  flrength.  .  He 
degenerated,  at  length,  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  cruelty,  that 
he  fpare'd  neither  friend  nor  foe  in  his  fits  of  rage  ;  and 
•  went  on  facrificing  numbers  of  his  relations  and  bcfl 

friends  to  his  paflion^  even  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

»  Antiq.  cap.  x6« 

Alex- 
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AlexznArZy  the  bafe  and  unnatural  mother  of  the  vir-  Alexandrm 
tuous  Marianne,  was  one  of  the  very  firft  that  fell  a  vie-  intrigues 
rim  to  his  rage  after  her  injured  daughter.     The  hopes  of  f?*^ 
Herod's  death,  while  he  lay  fick  at  Samaria>  had  ihfpired        * 
her  with  the  thought  of  corrupting  the  governors  of  the  ; 

two  principal  fortrefles  of  Judsea,   one  called  Antonia, 
near  the  temple,  and  the  other  in  the  city  of  Jerufalena,  • 
to  deliver  them  up  into  her  hands,  together  with  Herod's 
children,  pretending  thereby  to  fecure  the  kingdom  'for 
his  fens  by  Mariamne,  in  cafe  of  their  father's  death. 
But  her  reftlefs  and  intriguing  genius  was  fo  well  known 
to  tbofe  governors,  that,  inftead  of  complying  with  her 
requeil,  they  informed  the  king'  of  it,  who  fent  orders 
back  to  have  her  immediately  put  to  death  y    and  the  or-  and  is  p^ 
dcr  was   inftantly  executed.     His  brother-in-law  Cofto-  to  d^ath* 
bares,    an  Idumsean,  had   married  Salome,  after  Herod 
had  put  her  firft  hufband  to  death.     This  man,  whom 
•Herod  had  raifed  from  an  inferior  rank  to  the  government 
pf  Idumsea,  had  juftly  incurred  his  difpleafure,  by  endea- 
vouring to  make  himfelf  and  that  province  independent, 

and  applying  to  Cleopatra  for  afliftance.     Herod  would  ^^^^medf 
1  *  f  /,  .  °  .        ^  , .         ,11,  n   1  •  'vorces  net 

pave  put  him  to  immediate  death,  had  not  oalome  inter-  hufband*  ^ 

pofed  ;  but  afterwards,  being  willing  to  get  rid  of  him,  flie 

fent  him  a  bill  of  divorce ;  and,  to  juftify  that  unlawful  Yr.  of  FI. 

aciiion  X!^  her  brother,  told  him  that  (he  had  difcovered  a      «3»»- 

treafonable  defign,  which  was  carried  on  by  her  hufband,  Ante  Ch^. 

in  conjun£|tion  with  Lyfimachus,  Dofitheus,  and  Anti- ' ^ 

pater ;  and,  as  a  proof  of  it,  fhe  affirmed,  that  he  pri-  Cofiohausi 

yately  kept  the  fons  of  Babas  (N)  under  his  proteftion,  Gfr.  put  f 

contrary  to  his  exprefs  commands;    all  which  particulars  death* 

Herod  having  found  true,  he  ordered  every  one  of  them 

to  be  put  to  death  *^. 

Herod,  having  by  this  time  rid  himfelf  of  the  Afmoncan 

race,  and  of  their  moft  confiderable  partifans,  began  to 

ihew  a  great  difregard  to  the  Jewifh  religion,  by  abolifh- 

?^  Antiq.  lib.  xy.  cap.  ii. 

(N)Thefe  had  been  great  fup-  them;    but  he  had  let  them   . 

porters  of  the  Afmonean  race,  efcape,    and   had  excufed  the 

and,  at  the  fiegc  of  Jerufalem,  matter  to  Herod,  who,  finding 

Arenuouily  oppofed  the  open-  now,    that  he  had  fent  thertl 

ing  of  the  gates  to  Herod  ;  for  into  an  afylum,  and  maintaln- 

Which  that  prince,    upon  his  ed  them  there,    put  him,  and 

taking  the    city,     had    given  as  many  of  them  as  he  could 

f  barge  to  Coitojbares  to  fecure  find,  to  death. 

in? 
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ing  fevcral  of  its  ceremonies,  and  introducing  fomc  fo-» 
reign  cuftonis,  which  were  forbidden  by  it.  He  built  a 
(lately  theatre  in  the  city,  and  a  fpacious  amphitheatre  in 
its  fuburbs  ;  and  ordered  public  games  to  be  celebrated  in 
them  every  fifth  year,  in  honour  of  Auguftus.  In  order  to 
draw  the  greater  concourfe  t;o  the  games,  he  caufed  them 
•to  be  proclaimed,  not  only  in  the  neighbouring  provinces, 
but  in  the  moft  diftant  kingdoms  ;  and  promifed  magni- 
ficent prizes  to  thofe  who  fliould  gain  the  viftory.  Be- 
fides  great  numbers,  of  the  moft  expert  muficians,  players, 
courfers,  and  gladiators,  he  caufed  alfo  fome  of  the 
fierceft  wild  hearts  to  be  brought,  and  exhibited  upon  the 
ftage ;  a  circumftancc  which  did  not  a  little  difpleafe  the 
zealous  Jews,  who  thought  it  unlawful  and  inhuman  to 
expofe  men  lo  the  fury  of  wild  beads.  But  what  exafpe- 
rated  them  moft,  were  the  trophies  with  which  he  had 
caufed  thofe  fumptuous  places  to  be  adorned,  and  which 
they,  miftaking  for  ftatues,  thought  contrary  to  their 
law ;  which  forbids  all  kind  of  imagery,  whether  carved, 
or  even  painted.  They  therefore  exclaimed,  that  he  had 
profaned  their  city. 

Ten  of  the  boldeft  of  the  malcontents  refolved  at  laft, 
upon  entering  the  theatre  with  daggers  concealed  under 
their  cloaths,  and  either  to  ftab  the  king,  or  fome  of  his 
retinue  j  not  doubting  but  even  their  perifhing  in  the  at- 
tempt would  render  the  tyrant  ftill  more  odious.  They 
were  not  miftaken ;  for  Herod  being  informed  of  their 
defign  by  one  of  his  fpies,  and  caufing  the  afTaffins  to  be 
put  to  a  moft  excruciating  death,  the  people  were  fo  ex- 
afperatcd  againft  the  informer,  that  they  cut  and  tore  him 
to  pieces,  and  caft  his  flefli  to  the  ^ogs.  Herod  tried  in 
vain  to  difcover  the  authors  of  this  outrage ;  he  ordered 
fome  women  to  be  put  to  the  rack,  and  to  extort  from 
them  the  names  of  the  principal  mutineers,  whom  he 
caufed  likewife  to  be  hurried  to  death,  together  with 
their  innocent  families.  This  laft  a6l  of  cruelty  exafpe- 
rated  the  Jews  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  expefted  nothing 
lefs  than  a  general  revolt :  to  prevent  which,  he  fet  about 
fortifying  Jeruraiem,  rebuilding  Samaria  (O),    and  gar- 


(O)  He  adorned  it  with  mag- 
nificent buildings,  fortified  it 
with  walls  and  towers,  and  in- 
vited fix  thoufand  foreigners  to 
come  and  fettle  there,  who, 
finding  the  foil   very  fertile. 


became  very  rich  in  a  fhort 
time.  He  gave  it  the  name  of 
Scbaftc,  which  fignifies  the 
fame  in  Greek,  as  Auguftus  in 
Latin. 


rifoning 
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fifoning  feveral  otj^er  fortreffes  in  Judaea,  in  order  to  keep 
the  country  in  awe  p. 

.  About  the  fame  time,  which  was  the  thirteenth  year  ^r*  of  Ft, 
of  his  reign,  Judaea  was  vifited  with  a  grievous  drought,       *^*/l- 
which  brought  on  a  famine,  and  ended  in  a  raging  pefti-      ^ ^      *• 
lence ;  of  which  great  numbers  daily  died,  for  want  of  - 
proper  help  and  fuilepance.     Herod,  whofe  treafury  was  JiuUa  vi^ 
cxhaufted  by  building  fo  many  cities  and  fortreffes,  was  Jff^^  wi^A 
forced  to  melt  down  all  his  plate,  and  fend  it  to  Egypt,  ^f^'?*^^ 
to  procure  a  frefh  fuppiy  of  proviCons,  in  order  to  itop  ^     **' 
the  mouths  of  the  people,  who,  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  cala- 
mities, threw  all  the   odium    upon  him.     The  drought  and  mor» 
having  likewife  killed  fuch  quantities  of  their  flieep,  that  taiityof 
they  had  not  wool  fuflBcient  to  cloathe  themfelves  againft  '^'^« 
the  approaching  winter,  he  took  care  alfo  to  procure  a 
fufficient  fuppiy  of  it  betimes  ;  and  Petronius,  the  Roman 
prefe£t  then  in  Egypt,  fo  far  befriended  him,  as  to  fend 
him   a  fufBcient  quantity  of  neceffaries  \    which   Herod 
caufed  to  be  immediately  diftributed  among  his  fubjefts,    «  ..      . 
but  to  the  Jews  preferably  to  any  of  the  reft.     This  ge-  ^  Uerod*M 
nerofity,  for  the  prefent,  changed  their  hatred  into  admi-  g4mer^jm 
ration ;  and  his  praifes  were,  for  a  while,  the  main  fub- 
jcd  of  their  difcourfe;    but  as  he  foon  relapfed  into  his 
cruel  and  favage  humour,i  their  love  was  as  foon  turned 
into  hatred  again,  which  continued  to  his  death. 

As  foon  as  the  land  had  recovered  itfelf  from  the  late  Thefiaiefj 
calamity,  Herod  went  on  with  his  buildings  (P),    parti-  P^^^^^^ 
cularly  his  ftately  palace  near  the  temple  of  Jerufalem,  J^^^    * 
in  which   the  gold,  marble,  cedar,    and  other  precious 
materials,  feemed  to  outvie  the  workmanfliip.     At  the 
fame  time  he  was  not  unmindful  to  ingratiate  himfclf 
with  the  emperor,  by  more  fubftantial  fervices  than  build-  „    ^ 
ing  of  places  to  his  honour ;    for,  Gellius  having  been  J^^g^titudi 
fent  with  an  army  to  attempt  the  conqueft  of  Arabia,  toAugufim^ 

p  Antiq.  lib.  xv.  cap.  ii. 

(P)  Amongft  them,  that  of  that  nou  (hips  could  be  fafe  in 
Cxfarea,  was  the  moft  mag-  it,  when  the  wind  was  at  fouth- 
nificdnt  next  to  Sebafte.  He  weft.  Herod  remedied  this  in- 
bcftowcd  twelve  years  in  the  convenicncy,  at  an  immenfe 
finifhing  and  adorning  it.  It  labour  and  charge,  and  made 
ilood  on  the  coafts  of  Phoenice,  it  one  of  the  moft  convenient 
and  was  very  convenient  for  havens  on  that  coaft.  He  beau- 
trade;  but  had,  rill  then,  a  tified  alfo  the  place  with  ftately 
very  dangerous    harbour,    fo  buildings  (i). 

(0  Antiq. 'lib. 3;v.  cap.  i3» 
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Herod  felled  not  to  fend  him  very  confiderable  fuccoursy 
and,  amongft  the  reft,  five  hundred  of  the  ftouteft  of  his 

f guards:  and,  though  that  enterprize  proved  unfuccefl"- 
ul  to  the  Romans,  in  a  country  where  the  air,  water, 
and  aliments,  were  as  hoftile  to  them  as  the  temper  of  the 
people  ',  yet  Herod's  affiftance  proved  fo  ufeful  and  fea- 
fon  able,  tnat  Csefar  could  not  avoid  being  highly  pleafed 
with  his  attachment '. 

This  year  alfo  he  married  another  Mariamne,  who* 
was  the  daughter  of  a  Jcwifli  prieft  of  Alexandria,  named 
Simon,  the  fon  of  Boethusy  a  woman  of  extraordinary 
beauty.  To  raife  her  father  up  to  a  condition  fit  for  fuch 
an  alliance,  he  placed  him  upon  the  pontifical  chair,  after 
having  difpoffeffed  Jefus,  the  fon  of  Phabseus,-  of  that 
dignity.  Soon  after  thofe  nuptials,  he  built  the  mag- 
nificent palace  of  Herodion,  on  the  place  where  he 
had  formerly  defeated  the  Antigonians.  The  fituation  of 
it  was  fo  inviting  (Q^),  that  the  Jews,  and  other  people, 
gladly  came  and  built  round  it  ^  fo  that  from  a  palace  it 
loon  l5ecame  a  confiderable  city  •. 

By  this  time  Herod  feemed  to  be  at  the  height  of  all  his 
wiflies :  his  being  in  fuch  high  efteem  with  Auguftus,  made 
him  either  loved  or  feared  by  his  fubjefts  and  neighbours  ;► 
and  therefore,  that  he  might  cultivate  that  prince's  favour' 
ftill  more,  he  fent  his  two  favourite  fons,  whom  he  had 
by  Mariamne,  and  who  were  grown  up  by  this  time,  to  be 
educated  under  his  eye.     Pollio,  his  intimate  friendj  was' 
'ordered  to  provide  a  ftately  houfe  at  Rome ;   but  the  em- 
peror took  that  care  off  his  hands,  and  afilgned  them' 
apartments  in  his  own  palace :  and  fo  well  pleafed  was  he 
with  the  confidence  which  their  father  put  in  him,  that 
he  gave  him  full  power  to  name  which  of  them  he  pleafed 
to  be  his  fuccefTor.     He  likewife  added  feveral  provinces 
to  his  kingdom  *. 

Auguftus  not  only  lent  a  deaf  ear  to  Zenodorus  (R), 
and  others  who  accufed  him  of  oppreflion,  tyranny,   and 

othtr 

q  De  hoc  Bell,  vide  Strab.  lib.  xvi.  ^  r  Antiq.  ubi  fupra, 

&  Bell.  Judaic,  lib.  i.  cap.  i6.        •  Plin.  lib.  vt  cap.  14.        t  Antiq. 
lib.  XV.  cap.  13* 


(QJ  This  ftatelv  building 
fk)od  on  a  pleafant  nill,  about 
feycn  miles^  from  Jeruialem  ; 
and  had  the  profpect,  as  well 
as  command,  of  the  country 
round  about* 


(R)  Zenodorus  was  tetrarch 
of  a  fmali  topapchy,  which  he 
governed  fo  ill  that  it  was  ta- 
ken from  him  and  fubjededto- 
Herod,  Zenodorus  of  confe- 
quence  became  the  inveterate 

enemy 
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fsther  crimes ;    but  be  appointed  him  his  procurator  m 
Sfria,  and  forbad  his  governor  there  to  undertake  any 
thing  without  his  knowlege  and  advice.     Herod  took  this  HiroJ^b'^ 
favourable  opportunity  to  obtain  a  tetrarchy  for  his  brother  ^«'«^  « 
Pheroras,  that  he  might  live  according  to  his  birth^  and  ^^''Y/^i 
without  depending  upon  his  fucceflbi^s  favour  after  his  "^J^^  '    *^ 
death.     In  acknowlegement  for  all  thefe  favours,  Herod, 
baying  accompanied  the  emperor  to  the  fea-port,  built  a 
fumptuous  temple  in  honour  of  him,  all  of  fine  white 
marble^  near  the  Panium,  or  place  whence  the  Jordaa 
has  its  origin.     The  vaft  number  of  edifices  he  built,   and 
adorned  with  carvings,  and  other  imagery,  which  the  Jews 
looked  upon  as  deftruftive  of  religion  and  good  manners, 
fo  exafperated  them  againft  him,  that  he  was  forced  to  ForceJ  ts 
remit  them  a  third  part  of  their  yearly  tribute.     His  pre-  fi^^^  '^* 
tence  indeed  was,  that  the  laft  grievous  dearth,  which  had  ^**''^* 
greatly  impoverifhed  the  land,  required  this  indulgence ; 
but,  it  was  really  extorted  from  iiim  by  the  fear  or  thofe 
ifiurmurs  and  private  meetings  of  the  people, "which  were 
now  more  frequent  than  ever.     However,  to  let  them  fee.  Prohibits 
that  he  was  neither  infenfible  of  their  mutinous  cabals,  ail  ^ffem^ 
nor  afraid  to  put  a  flop  to  them,  he  iffiied  out  an  edi£l,  ^^^^ 
cxprefsly*  forbidding    all    public   and  private    aflemblies, 
whether  on  account  of  feafts,  or  any  other  pretence,  un- 
der the  fevered  penalties.    But,  as  he  not  only  had  his 
fpies  every-where,  but  fometimes  mixed  himfelf  among 
them  in  difguife,  he  quickly  found  all  thefc  precautions 
were  likely  to  prove  to  little  purpofe.to  keep  the  people  in 
obedience.     He  therefore  bethought  himfelf  of  exafting  His  exac* 
an  oath  of  fidelity ;  but  this  new  impofition  was  fo  ftre-  '^**  9fa« 
nuoufly  refufed  by  PoUio,  or  Hillel,  and  Shammai,    at  ""fjL^l^^  • 
the  head  of  the  whole  fe£l  of  Eflenians,  and  by  all  th^  rf^  Jj^^^ 
chiefs  of  the  Pharifees,  that  he  was  forced  to  fet  it  afide, 
without  venturing  to  Ihew  any  refentment  againft  thofe 
that  had  oppofed  him  in  it,  for  fear  of  exafperating  the 
whole  nation  ". 

He  fell,  foon  after,  upon  a  much  better  expedient  to 
quiet  them,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fatisfy  his  invincible 

tt  Antiq.  Itfo,  xv.  cap^  i  %, 


enemy  of  Herod,  againft  whom 
he  trumped  up  divers  accufa- 
tions,  and  •  prevailed  upon  o- 
thers  to  reinforce  his  com- 
plaints :  but  when  they  re- 
paired to  Antioch,  In  order  to 
fiipport  their  allegations^  tbey 


perceived  fuch  marks  of  the 
emperor's  partiality  to  Herod, 
that,  before  the  trial,  they  were 
driven  to  defpair,  and  made 
away  with  themfelves.  Ze« 
nodorus  took  away  his  own  lif^ 
by  a  ftroDg  dofe  of  poifon. 

dtfirc 


1 7  6  The  Hijory  of  the  Jews. 

defire  of  eternizing  his  memory,  by  the  number  atid  mag« 
fr^fejks       nificcnce  of  his  buildings.     The  great  attachment  which 
^^^^'^    they  had  for  their  temple,  made  him  conceive  the  hopes, 
tmtempu.    ^j^^^  j^j^  rebuilding  it  in  a  more  ftately  manner,  would  not 
fail  to  recommend  him,  not  only  to  the  prefent  Jews,  but 
alfo  to  pofterity.     The  difficulty  was,  to  convince  them  of 
his  being  both  willing  and  able  to  rear  fuch  a  coftly  edi- 
HufpHik    fice  ;  for  this  purpofe  he  harangued  them  in  a  fet  fpeech, 
^^Mv'        wherein,  with  his  ufual  eloquence,  he  failed  not  to  dif- 
^^^*        pl^y  '^is  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  for  promoting  the 
true  religion.     He  reminded  them  how  vaftly  inferior  that 
facred  place  now  was,  to  that  which  had  been  formerly 
built  by  Solomon.     He  faid,  now  that  God  was  pleafed, 
not  only  to  raife  him  to  the  Jewifti  throne,  but  to  blefs 
him  with  peace  and  affluence,  and  with  the  friendfhip  of 
the  Romans,  he  thought  himfelf  bound  to  make  fome 
fingular  acknowlegement  to  him  for  all  thofe  bleflings;  and 
hoped,  that  the  rebuilding  of  his  temple,  in  the  manner 
he  propofed>  could  not  but  be  acceptable  both  to  him  and 
them :  he  concluded  with  affuring  them  that  he  would 
Yr.  of  Fl.  not  move  a  ftone  from  the  old  edifice,  till  he  had  pre- 
A  V *Chr    P^*^^^  ^^^  ^^^  materials  for  the  new.     As  foon  as  he  had 
"  ao.        gained  their  confent  (S),  he  fet  immediately  ten  thoufand 
^  artificers  to  work,    under  the  direftion  of  a  thoufand 

and  pro-  priefts,  the  beft  (killed  in  carving  and  mafonry.  One 
mife  /•  thoufand  carts  were  likewife  employed  in  fetching  the  ma- 
tfiem.  terials ;  and,  in  a  word,  fuch  a  number  of  hands  was  en- 

gaged, and  fuch  expedition  ufed,  that  he  got  every  thing 
The  bujU'    ready  within  the  fpace  of  two  years  j  at  the  expiration  of 
inj^finijbed  ^^ich  the  old  edifice  was  pulled  down,    and  the  new 
'^ous'7pTed  ^^'"P^c  reared  with  fuch  difpatch,  that  the  holy  place  was 
and  mag-    finiflied  in  eighteen  months  ^.    The  remainder  took  up  a 
mifcence*      little  above  eight  years ;  by  which  time  it  was,    if  not 
wholly  finiftied,  yet  made  nt  for  divine  fervice,  according 
Yr.  of  Fl.  /to  the  king's  firft  defign.     The  temple,  properly  fo  called, 
A  ^^  Chr    ^^  ^^^^  place,  was  but  fixty  cubits  high,  and  as  manyvin 
**  ^       *  breadth  5  but  in  the  front  he  added  two  wings,  projefting 
.-  twenty  cubits  more  on  each  fide  ;  which  made  a  front  of 

Its  firuc*  one  hundred  and  twenty  cubits  in  length,  and  as  many  in 
^^f/^^'       height,  with  a  gate  fevcnty  cubits  high,  and  twenty  in 

X  Antiq.  lib.  xv.  cap.  ult. 

(S)  We  muft  niot,  however,  the  fame  rebuilt,  enlarged,  and 

look  upon  this  building  as  a  adorned,  upon  the  old  foundi- 

new  temple,  difiind  from  that  tion,  and  with  the  fame  ma- 

6f  Zerubbabel ;  but  rather  as  teriads,  as  far  as  they  could  go. 

breadth^ 


fcribed. 
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breadth,  but  open,  and  without  any  doors  5^.     The  ftones 
were  white  marble,  twenty*five  cubits  in  length,  twelve 
in  height,  and  nine  in  breadth,  all  wrought  and  poliflied 
with  exquifite  beauty ;  the  whole  refembling  a  (lately  pa- 
lace, whofe  middle  being  confiderably  raifed  above  the  ex- 
tremities of  each  face^  made  it  afford  a  beautiful  villa,  at 
a  great  diftance,  to  thofe  that  came  to  that  metropolis  (T). 
loftead  of  doorsj  the  gates  clofed  with  very  coftly  veils, 
enriched  with  variety  of  flowering  of  gold,  filver,  purple, 
and  every  thing  that  was  rich  and  curious  \  and  on  eackr 
fide  of  the  gates  were  planted  two  ftatcly  columns,  from   ^ 
whofe  cornices  hung  golden  feftoons,  and  vines,  with  their 
clufters  of  grapes,  and  leaves,  curioufly  wrought.     As  for 
the  galleries  that  furrounded  this  facred  place,  the  porti- 
cos, towers,  courts,  and  other  embellifliments  of  it,  we  do 
not  defign  to  fwell  this  feftion  with  them,  but  refer  our 
readers  for  a  fuller  account  to  Jofephus,  the  Talmud,  and 
fuch  other  writers  as  have  been  at  the  p^ins  of  compiling 
their   feveral  defcriptions  from  them,  viz.  L'Empereur, 
Grotius,  Le  Clerc,  Lamy,  Prideaux,  Whifton,  Calmct,  &c. 

Whilft  the  work  of  the  temple  was  carrying  on  with  Yr.  of  FL 
fuch  furprifing  expiedition,  as  raifed  the  admiration  of  the       a33«« 
Jews,  Herod  made  a  voyage  to  Rome,  to  pay  his  compli-  AntcChr, 
ments  to  the  emperor,  and  a  paternal  vifit  to  his  twofons,      - 
Auguftus  received  him  with  all  the  marks  of  friendfhip,   Herodgoes 
and  entertained  him  in  the  mod  fumptuous  manner.    The  to  Rami* 
Jewifli  monarch  could  not  but  be  highly  pleafed  to  behold 
his  fons  fo  greatly  improved  under  the  care  of  that  empe- 
ror.   He  acknowleged  the  favour  in  terms,  and  by  pre- 
fents  anfwerable   to  the  high  fenfe  he  had  of  the  obliga- 
tion ;  and,  after  a  (hort  ftay,  took  the  two  princes  back   Brings 
with  him  into  Judaea.    There  they  were  received  with  the   back  his 
loudeft  acclamations  of  the  people,  who  could  not  for-  two  Jons. 
pear  admiring  their  majeftic  port  and  behaviour  5  which, 
joined  to  the  excellent  education  they  had  received  in 
Italy,  had  rendered  them,  in  all  refpedls,  truly  accom- 

plimed  princes.     He  married  them  foon  after  to  fuitable  Marrits 

thitn* 

y  Bell.  Jujdiac.  lib.  vi.  cap.  6. 

(T)    This     fuperftrudure,  reduced  to  the  height  of  one 

which  was  properly  reared  on  hundred.     A   projcfi  was   fet 

the  old    foundation,    without  on  foot  for  rai^ng  it  again  to 

fufficient  additions  to  it,  prov-  its   former  height    in  Nero's 

cd,  as  Jofephus  tells,  too  hea-  time  ;  but,  upon  fome  account 

^y  for  it,  and  funk  down  about  or  other,,  it  was  fet  afide. 
twenty  cubits  ;  fo  that  it  was 

Vol.  Ill,  N                       matches  5 
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matches;  Ahdxander  to  Glaphyra  the  daughter  of  Archi*-^ 
laus  king  of  Cappadocia,  and  Ariftobulus  to  Berenice  tli^g 
daughter  of  his  fifter  Salome  *. 
Sahmt  But  the  admiration  and  love  which  the  people  expfefled 

graius  jea-  for  thofe  two  excellent  princes,  failed  not  to  raifetheen- 
lous  tf         ^y  ^^^  jealoufy  of  the  reftlefs  Salome,  and  of  thofe  of  her 
accomplices,  who  had  forwarded  the  death  of  Mariamne^ 
as  they  had  reafon  more  than  enough  to  fear  their  avenging 
that  princefs's  death.    To  prevent  fo  juft  and  fad  a  cataf- 
'trophe,  they  had  recourfe  to  their  vile  artifices,  which  had 
Her  heWJb    fucceeded  fo  well  againft  that  innocent  princefs.     They 
^^.^        began  witl)  fpreading  reports  abroad,  that  the  two  young 
Xw.  princes  could  not  endure  their  father,  whom  they  looked 

upon  as  ftill  reeking  with  the  blood  of  their  mother ;  not 
doubting  but,  when  the  rumour  reached  that  jealous  mo- 
narch's ears,  it  would   inevitably  render  them  obnoxious 
Yr.  of  Fl.  to  him,  and  haften  their  ruin.     In  the  mean  time  Agrip- 
*53V       pa  being  arrived  in  Afia  Proper,  Herod  went  to  invite  him 
Aiiic  Chr.  Ij^j^  Judsea  ;  where  having  fhewed  him  his  new-built  ci* 
_  _    ties  of  Sebafte,  Alexandrion,  Caefarca,  &c.  he  conduced 

jl^rippa's     him  to  Jcrufalem  *.     The  people  met  them,  at,  fome  dif- 
fpUfididre-  tance  from  that  metropolis,  in  their  feftival  drefs,  and  at- 
cef'tion  in      tended  them,  with  loud  acclamations,  into  the  city,  where 
Hr^Tr  -     Agrippa'S  reception  was  fuitable  to  the  magnificence  of  his 
iurt:s  to       ^oft  (U).     In  the  fucceeding  fpring,  Herod  joined  Agrippa 
Jetufalem,   With  his  fleet  at  Lefbos,    and  they  proceeded  together 
againft  the  Bofporans.    On  his  return  to  Jerufalem,  he  af- 
fembled  the  Jews,  and  acquainted  them  with  the  fuccefs 
of  his  arms,  and  thofe  of  Agrippa,  in  that  expedition. 
He  likewife  remitted  the  nation  a  fourth  part  of  their  tri- 
bute ;  which  made  fome  fatisfa£):ion  for  the  late  murmur- 
ings,  occafioned  by  a  law  he  had  ena£led  againft  robbers, 
decreeing  that  every  eonvifl:  fhould  be  fold  as  a  flave  into 
foreign  countries  ;  fo  that  their  flavery  was  rendered  per- 
Yr.  of  Fl.  petual,  contrary  to  the  law  of  Mofes.     But,  whilft  things 
»334        went  thus  fmoothly  on  in  his  kingdom,  his  family  was 
Anie  Chr.  pjagyecl  with  inteftine  jars,  occafioned  by  the  hatred  which 
^^'        Salome  bore  to  his  two  worthy  fons.    The  truth  is,  they 
s^uome  a-     fpoke  both  of  her,  and  of  her  brother  Pheroras,  in  fuch 
fraidofhis  terms,  as  raifcd  a  dread  of  fomething  worfe  from  them. 
fwo  funs.      They  even  ventured  t6  complain  fometimes  of  the  injuf- 
tice  done  their  mother,  and,  in  their  behaviour,  (hewed 

z  Antiq.  lib.  xvi.  cap.  2.  «  Antiq.  lib.  xvi.  cap.  s.  &  31 

Vide  ^Philo.  Legat.  ad  Cai.  p.  1033. 

(U)  Agrippa  facrificeda  whole  hecatomb  at  the  temple. 
~        -  .  .  fo 
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(p  little  tcndertiefs  towards  their  father,  that  Salome  found 
it  an  eafy  matter  to  alienate  his  aiFe£tion  from  them.     To  Htrod  tries 
fupprefs,  in  fomc  meafure,  the  prefumption  of  the  two  to/upprefi 
brothers,  Herod  caufed  Antipater,  another  of  his  fons  (X),  '^'"'  '■^>^" 
whom  he  had  till  then  educated  in  a  private  manner,  to  ^jl' favour 
be  brought  to  court,  where  he  heaped  fuch  favours  on  to  his  fin 
him,  as  only  rendered  him  more  obnoxious  to  them,  and  Antipater^ 
them  more  indifcreet  in  their  fpeeches  againft  their  fa- 
fter^  all  which  were  ftill  repeated  to  him,  and  very  often 
aggravated  j  whilft  Antipater,  wholly  employed  to  culti- 
vate a  good  und^rftanding  with  him,  was  careful  never  to 
let  a  word  efcape  him  to  the  prejudice  of  his  two  brothers ; 
though  he  did  not  fail  to  employ  more  efiefiual  means  for 
their  deftru£lion. 

Among  many  other  marks  of  Herod's  afFeftion  to  this 
favourite  fon,  hp  recalled  his  mother,  whom  he   had  re- 
pudiated to  marry  Mariamne^  and  obtained  of  Agrippathe 
favour  of  his  accompanying  him  to  Rome,  and  of  his  be- 
ing prefented  to  the  emperor  j  fo  that,  by  this  time,  every 
one  began  to  look  upon  him  as  his  father's  fucceflbr.     An- 
tipater fet  out  accordingly ;  but,  to  prevent  his  two  rivals 
regaining  their  father's    favour  during  his  abfence,  he 
ceafed  not,  both  by  his  letters  and  his  agents,  to  turn  his 
heart  againfl:  them ;  till  at  length  Herod  began  to  look 
upon  them  as  enemies,  and  refolved  to  take  them  with  him 
to  Rome,  and  to  try  them  at  C^efar's  tribunal  **.     Auguf-  Yr/of  Fl. 
tus  being  at  Aquilea,    Herod  went  thither,   accufed  his       233$. 
two  fons  of  high-treafon,  and  demanded  juftice  againft  Ante  Chr. 
them  in  fuch  vehement  terms  as  drew  floods  of  tears  froni        '^' 
both.    But  Alexander  pleaded  his  own  and  his  brother's  ^^^^^^. 
caufe  with  fuch  becoming  modefty,  as  eafily  convinced  cufis  his 
both  the  emperor,  and  the  audience,  of  their  innocence,  two  fans  of 
Auguftus,  in  a  genteel  manner^  reproved  Herod  for  his  higk-trea-^ 
too  rafli  belief,  and  reconciled  them  together  5  but  it  was  -^J^  ^^J^' 
not  likely  this  peace  (hould  be  long-lived.    iTie  father  was  R^urns  to 
too  jealous,  his  fons  were  too  indifcreet,  and  their  ene-  Jerufalfm* 
mies  too  cunning  and  indefatigable,  not  to  give  caufe  for 
freih  diirenfions.    Herod  himfelf  laid  the  foundation  for  a 
new  and  dangerous  rupture,  by  a  fpeech  which  he  made 
to  the  Jewifh  aflembly,  upon  his  return  with  his  fons  to 
Jerufalem.     Having  acquainted  them  with  his  fuccefs  at 
I^ome,  he  declared  to  them,  that  it  was  indeed  bis  inten- 

^  Antiq.  lib.  xvi.  cap.  6,  &  7. 

(X)  This  laft  fon  he  had  by    calls  Doris,    tnd  the    fourth 
^iK)ther  wife,  whom  Jofephus    book  of  Maccabees  Dofithea. 

N  2  tion» 
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tiofi,  that  his  fons  ihould  reign  after  him,  and  not  till 
then  \  Antipater  firft,  and  then  Alexander,  and  laftlj- 
Ariftobulu8  *,  but  that,  whilft  he  lived,  he  did  not  think  fit 
to  part  with  the  reins  of  government.  This  declaration 
was  indeed  cading  a  bone  of  difcord  among  his  fons,^  and 
fo  it  proved  in  the  fequel  ^» 

By  this  time  the  city  of  Caefarea  being  finiflied,  Herod 
cauied  the  dedication  of  it  to  be  performed  with  the 
greateft  pomp  and  fplendor,  and  appointed  games  to  be 
performed  in  it  with  the  utmoft  folemnity  every  fifth  yean 
Livia,  the  emperor**  wife,  contributed  towards  the  ex- 
pence  of  thofe  fports  five  hundred  talents  out  of  her  own 
coffer ;  and  Herod  entertained  his  guefts  there,  who  were 
very  confiderable,  both  in  quality  and  number,  with  fur- 
prifmg  magnificence**;  infomuch  that  Auguftus  faid  of 
him,  that  his  foul  was  too  great  for  his  kingdom ;  and 
that  he  deferved  to  have  been  king  of  Syria  and  Egypt. 

Herod  might  have  viewed,  with  nafmall  pleafure,  both 
himfelf  and  the  whole  Jewifh  nation^  refpeAed  and  pro* 
te£ted  by  the  emperor  and  the  fenate  on  one  hand,  and  by 
his  friend  Agrippa  on  the  other;  but  his'domeftic  jars,, 
which  daily  increafed  by  the  machinations  of  his  brother 
and  fitter,  and  the  emprinefs  of  his  coffers,  which  "he  had. 
exhautted  by  his  profufenefs  in  buildings  and  feafts,  inade 
him  too  wretched  to-tafte  any  pleafure  in  other  things. 
To  remove  thefe  two  corroding  fores,  he  betook  himfelf 
to  remedies  more  defperate  than  the  difeafe.  To  fupply 
his  prefcnt  neceffities,  .he  caft  his  eyes  on  the  tombs  oSP 
David  and  Solomon,  out  of  which  he  had  hea/d,  or  pre- 
tended to  have  heard,  that  Hyrcan  had  formerly  drawa 
fomc  large  fums ;  and  thofe  places,  he  thought,  would 
prove  a  lafting  fund  for  his  extravagant  expences.  An!-- 
mated  by  this  hope,  he  executed  his  defign  with  the  ut- 
moft privacy ;  and  went  to  the  place  in  the  night,  accom- 
panied only  with  fome  few  confidents,  where,  inftead  o£ 
the  coined  gold  and.  filver  he  expefted,  he^  found  only  a 
quantity  of  rich  veflels,.curioufly  wrought,  which  he  caufed 
to  be  carried  off.  Not  content  with  thefe,  he  ventured 
farther,  to  fearch  into  the  very  cofiins  of  the  dead  mo* 
narchs  ;  but  fome  fudden  damp,  or  as  Jofephus  calls  it,  a 
miraculous  flame,  which  confumed  two  of  his  gUards^ 
having  feared  him  and  his  retinue,  put  a  flop  to  his  far- 
ther fearch.     Herod,  to  make  fome  fatisfa£l:ion  for  his  fa« 


•  Aittiq.  lib.  xvi*  cap*  8* 


f  Ibid.  cap.  9,&feq. 
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crilege,  caufed  a  ftately  rnonument  of  white  marble  to  be 
ere£ted  at  the  entrance  of  the  fepulchre  *^. 

But  his  cruelty  to  his  fons,  and  their  friends,  rendered  His  cruelty 
him  ftill  more  abhorred.     His  vile  fifter  had  raifed  his  ^o^^^fif^h 
jealoufy  againft  them  to  fuch  a  height,    that  he  aifled 
more  like  a  furious  tyrant,  than  a  father  or  king,  filling 
the  city  with  blood,  and  turning  his  own  palace  into  a 
llaughter-houfe.     Alexander  had  been  accufed  t6  him  of 
baving  corrupted,  by  dint  of  prefents  and  piomifes,  two  andtothtit 
of  his  favourite  confidents,  namely,  his  high-fteward  and  fr^^nds. 
cup-bearer.     Herod  ordered  them  immediately  to  be  put 
to  the  rack  ;  whereupon  they  confeffed  their  having  indeed 
received  fome  prefents  from  that  prince  5  but  denied  his 
baving  betrayed  to  them  any  ill  defign  againft  the  king. 
This  confeflion  not  fatisfying  his  jealoufy,  they  were  tor- 
tured afreih,  till  he  had  extorted  enough  from  them  to  ju^ 
tify  his  fending  his  fon  to  prifon,  and  loading  him  with 
irons.     Here  the  young  prince  grown  defperate,  fent  his  AUxan* 
father  four  different  confefBons,  in  which   he  owned  all,  ^^'-^  '^'f' 
and  more  than  the  torture  had  extorted  from  the  other  ^^^"  ^^' 
two,  and  at  the  fame  time  accufed  Salome  and  Pheroras,  -'^'**' 
with  two  of  the  king's  prime  miniflers  and  favourites,  of 
being  all  alike  concerned  in  the  plot.     He*  declared  in  par- 
ticular, thatSalome  had  even  ventured  to  come  to  him  in 
the  dead  of  night,    and  lying  down  by   him,  had  ufed 
many  cogent  arguments  to  convince  him,  that  they  mufl: 
exped  neither  peace  nor  happinefs,  till  they  had  rid  them- 
fclvcs  of  the  tyrant  ^ 

This  accufation, ,  which  was  only  calculated  to  fet  all  Ratfa 
on  fire,  had  the  defired  effe£l  \  and  the  jealous  king,  not  ^^^^  ^^oodj 
knowing  whom  to  truft,  flew  into  the  greatefl  excefles  Z*'*^'* 
of  cruelty.  There  was  now  nothing  to  be  heard  of  but 
racks,  imprifonments,  and  dreadful  executions  abroad, 
whilfl  the  tyrant  was  fo  tormented  with  fears  at  hbme, 
that  he  often  darted  out  of  bed,  as  if  purfued  by  his  fons 
and  their  accomplices.  Thus  it  was  hourly  expedcd 
when  thefe  fits  of  rage  would  have  ifTued  in  frenfy,  or 
haftened  his  fon's  execution  \  when  Archelaus,  king  of 
Cappadocia,  and  the  father  of  Glaphyra,  came,  in  a  lucky 
minute,  and,  by  his  interpofition,  fettled  a  calm  again, 
at  leaft  for  a  time.  Pheroras,  hearing  of  this  reconcilia- 
tion, found  no  better  expedient  to  obtain  Herod's  pardon, 
than  by  coming  in  a  mourning  drefs,  and,  at  his  feet, 
confeiBng  himfelf  the  author  of  all  the  flanders  raifed 

*  Antiq.  lib.  xvi.  cap,  if.  ^  Ibid,  cap.  la. 
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againft  tlie  two  princes.  Herod,  thus  reconciled  to  his 
fons,  fet  out  with  them  for  Rome,  to  acquaint  the  empe- 
ror with  the  whole  affair,  after  having  accompanied  Ar- 
chelaus  as  far  as  Antioch  in  his  way  homewards  s.  He 
was  indeed  under  an  obligation  to  clear  his  fon  at  the 
Roman  court,  becaufe  he  had)  after  their  fecond  rup- 
ture, exhibited  feveral  grievous  complaints  againft  him  to 
the  emperor. 

During  his  journey  to  Rome,  the  bands  of  robbers,  whom 
he  had  driven  out  of  Trachonitis,  having  taken  ihelter  in 
Arabia  Fetraea,  under  the  prote£fcion  of  Obodas  the  kine  of 
that  country  ( Y),  had  made  fuch  terrible  inroads  into  Ju- 
daea, that  Herod,  on  his  return,  put  all  their  relations 
and  friends  to  death  \  an  execution  which  made  them 
more  defperate  than  ever.  By  this  tiriae,  the  temple  being 
finiihed,  Herod  caufed  the  dedication  of  it  to  be  performed 
with  his  ufual  magnificence,  and  in  the  following  fpring 
fet  about  fupprefling  the  Trachonitifh  robbers.  He  began 
with  a  law-fuit  againft  Syllaeus  for  fixty  talents  which  he 
had  lent  him ;  ^nd  having  gained  his  caufe  before  the 
prefers  of  Syria,  Satumius  and  Volumnius,  Syllaeus,  in- 
ftead  of  paying  the  money,  ftole  away  to  Rome.  Herod 
having  got  leave  of  thofe  two  governors  to  right  himfelf 
by  arms,  marched  into  Arabia,  and  there  defeated  the 
robbers,  demoliihed  their  caftle,  and  returned  to  Jeru^ 
falem,  without  taking  any  further  revenge.  But  this  ex- 
pedition had  like  to  have  coft  him  dear,  through  the  {rea- 
«chery  of  Syllaeus,  who  preferred  a  complaint  to  the  em- 
peror, and  aggravated  -the  wrongs  done  to  the  Arabians 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  Auguftus  fent  him  a  very  (harp  re- 
proof, and  would  have  wholly  caft  him  off",  had  not  he 
been  better  informed  in  the  fequel.  Herod  fent  two  em- 
bai&es  to  that  prince,  but  neither  of  them  had  been  able 


■  Antiq.  lib. 

(Y)  This  prince  had  a  fa- 
vourite minifler  named  Syltaeus, 
who  had  formerly  made  his 
addrefTes  to  Salome ;  but  He- 
rod refuling  to  givehertotiim^ 
unlefs  he  turned  Jew,  and  Syl- 
laeus  not  daring  to  confent  to 
it,  (he  had  been  given  to  A- 
lexas,  one  of  Herod's  confi- 
dents.   Hence  arofe  a  mutual 


XVI.  cap.  13, 

hatred  between  them,  which 
Syllaeus  improved,  by  perfuad- 
ing  Obodas  to  proted  thofe 
banditti,  who  accordingly  af- 
iigned^  them  the  fortrefa  of 
Repta  for  a  place  of  retreat, 
from  which  they  fallied  out 
and  committed  innumerable 
outrages  and  cruelties,  both  in 
Palefline  and  Coelefyria  (!}• 


(i)  Antiq.  lib.  xvi*  cap.  it,  &  13. 
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togct  an  audience.  At  length  he  employed  Nicolas  Da- 
snafcen,  who  finding  how  prejudiced  the  emperor  was 
againft  his  mafter,  contrived  a  happy  expedient  to  ex- 
plode all  the  accufations  of  Syllaeus,  by  means  of  the  am- 
bafladors  of  the  Nabathean  Arabs,  without  difcovering 
his  errand^  till  they  had  cleared  the  way  for  his  admit- 
tance (Z)-  Auguftus  being  now  fatisfied  of  Herod's  in-  ReconcU^id 
nocence^  andof  his  own  too  great  credulity,  was  thinking  ^^^^^^ 
to  have  taken  the,  Nabathean  kingdom  from  Aretas,  and 
to  have  madtc  him  9  prefent  of  it;  but  while  he  was  de- 
libera.tii\g  about  it,  frefli  complaints  came  to  him  from 
that  unhappy  monarch  againft  his  fons,  which  diverted 
the  emperor  fr6m  purfuing  his  defign. 

Salome  and  Pheroras  had  again  alarmed  Herod  with  new 
plots  and   aifailinations  intended  againft  him  by  his  fons ; 
and  though,    upon  enquiry,   nothing    could    be    proved 
agamfl:  tncm,  but  a  defign  of  retiring  into  fome  other 
Country,  where  they  might  peaceably  outlive  jtheir  father's 
tyranny  ;  yet  the  jealous  king  took  all  the  reft  for  granted  Prefers 
Hpon  .thi§  £uig}e  evidence,  and  fent  two  of  his  minifters  ^^'^  ^^^' 
to  Rome,  with  orders.,  that,  if  they  found  the  emperor  palnft  hh 
reconciled  to  him,  they  fhould  deliver  bis   letter,   and  fotis, 
obtain  juftice  againft  the  two  young  princes.     Auguftus  Obtains 
having  read  the  letter,  and  finding  Herod  defperately  bent  ^ugujlus^s 
upon  the  ruin  of  his  unfortunate  fons,  fent  immediately  1       !/^ 
orders  to  have  them  tried  at  Berytus,  before  the  governors  /^,>^. 
of  Syria,  and  other  neighbouring  provinces,  and  in  par- 
ticular before  Archelaus  \  and,  if  they  were  found  guilty, 

(Z)   Thefe  were  come   to  all  that  was  laid  to  his  charge, 

demand  juftice  againft  Syllacus,  without  betraying  any  .  other 

who  had  by  that  time  caufed  defign  than  that  of  accufing 

Obodas   to  be  poifoned,    and  Syllaeus.      The  plan  fucceed- 

was  foliciting   the  emperor  for  ed  to  his  wifh,  and  Damafcen 

that  kingdom  ;  but  the  Naba-  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of 

thcans  having  fet  up  a  king  of  their    embafly,    managed    his 

their  own,  fent  this   embafly  accufation  with   fuch  addrefs, 

to  Rome,    to  have  hinA  con-  backing  it  with  the  fuffrages  of 

firmed  there,  and  the  aflaffin  his  Nabathean  colleagues,  that 

puntihed.  Syllaeus,  who  was  then   pre- 

Damafcen,  therefore,    hav-  fent,    could  not  dlfprove  one 

ing privately  gained  them,  di-  fingle   point;    but    was    con- 

rcdted  them   how  to  manage  demned  to  pay  Herod's  debt, 

their  audience  in  fuch  a  man-  and  then  to  lofe  his  head  ( 2 ) . 

ner,  as  to  clear  Herod  of  all 

(»)  Conf.  Antiq.  ubi  fupra,  cap.  xiii.  &  lib.  xvii.  pap.  4t  Stral}. 
€?p.  xvi. 

N  4  he 
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he  gave  their  father  leave  to  puniih  them  as  he  ihouhl^ 
Yr.  of  FI.  think  fit.  Herod  convened  them  all,  except  the  Cappa- 
*34»-  docian  king,  whom  he  fufpefted  of  too  great  partiality  to 
AntcChr.  hjsfons;  arid  having  left  thefe  two  unfortuilatc  princes 
under  a  ftrong  guard  at  PJatone,  a  fmall  town  of  the  Si* 
Pit  ads  hs  donians,  he  pleaded  his  own  caufe  before  an  aflembly  of 
9v)n  caufe  above  five  hundred  perfons ;  but  with  fuch  violence  as 
againft  rather  raifed  their  indignation  than  pity.  He  fparcd  for 
them.  neither  evidence  nor  arguments  to  have  them  condemned 

to  die ;  and  concluded  with  telling  them,  that  being  9 
king,  he  might  have  done  it  by  his  own   authority,  ac^ 
cording  to  the  laws  of  Judaea  ;  but  that  he  rather  chofe  to 
have  them  tried  before  fuch  an  affembly,  to  avoid  the  im-» 
putation  of  injuftice  or  cruelty.     After  a  full  hearing  Sa^ 
tumius,  who  had  been  formerly  conful,  voted  that  they 
ihould  be  punifhed  indeed,  but  not  with  death,  and  was 
feconded  by  his  three  fons,  who  were  then  his  lieutenants; 
Gets  them    ^"^  ^^^7  were  over-ruled  by  Volumnius,  who  condemned 
condemned,  them  to  death,  and  the  reft  of  the  judges  acquiefced  in 
his  opinion :  only  they  left  it  to  Herod  to  execute  the 
fentence  when  and  how  he  fhould  think  fit. 
Damafcen        Damafcen,  on  his  return  from  Rome,  tried  in  vain  to 
pleads  for     difluade  him  from  too  rafhly  depriving  himfelf  of  two 
^'^'  fuch  fons,  and  leaving  himfelf  in  his  old  age  to  the  mercy 

muarnshim  ^^  ^^  ambitious  Antipater.     Tyro,  another  old  experi* 
againfi  his   enced  foldier,  came  likewife,  and  freely  told  him  the  dan- 
Jon  Anti'      ger  he  was  in  from  that  young  prince,  who,  he  afiured 
fater,         h'\Tr\y  entertained  fome  treafonable  defigns  againft  him, 
wbilft  the  chiefs  of  the  Jewifli  nation,  to  whom  he  was 
grown  odious  on  that  account,  highly  pitied  his  two  con- 
demned fons,  as  lefs  guilty  than  that  brother.      Herod 
infifted  on  his  naming  thofe  chiefs  ;  and  they  were  imme- 
diately imprifoned.     Tyro  himfelf  was,  by  the  fubtlety  of 
Salome,  accufed  by  Herod's  barber  of  having  hired  him 
to  cut  his  throat.     Herod  had  recourfe  to  the  rack,  which 
was  adminiftered  to  the  accufer,  and  to  Tyro  and  his  fon, 
a  youth  of  about  the  age  of  Alexander ;  and  the  latter,  to 
fave  his  father  from  the  torture,  confefTed,  that  himfelf 
alone,  vfrithout  his  father's  privity,  had  refolved  to  kill 
*rhe  ttvo      him,  and  to  fave  Alexander.     Scarce  any  body  believed 
princes  put  jjjs  confeffion  but  Herod,  who  thereupon  caufed  his  two 
fo  deat  .      £pj^g  ^^  jj^  conveyed  to  Sebafte,  and  there  ftrangled,  or,  as 
the  fourth  book  of  the  Maccabees  has  it,  hanged  on  a  poft 
or  gallows.     Their  bodies  were  afterwards  buried  at  Alex- 
andrlon,  among  their  Afmonean  anceftors  •*. 

>>  Antiq.  ubifupra,  cap.  xvii.  k  lib,  yii.  cap.  9, 4  Mace.  cap.  alt. 

Antipater 
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Antipater  having  now  no  rival  left  but  bis  father  and  Antipaar^ 
Pheroras ;  the  latter,  though  highly  obliged  to  his  bro-  ^*^  fa- 
ther, having  difagreed  with  hita,  they  both  entered  into  ^^z^uA 
a  plot  to  take  him  ofF  as  foon  as  poffible.    Herod  had  ^|^, 
^oat  this  time  fent  Glaptfyra)  Alexander's  widow,  back 
into  Cappadocia,  and  returned  heir  dowry  out  of  his  own 
cotkxs.    There  were  ftill  two  fons  left  of  hers,  and  two 
which  AriAobulus  had  by  Berenice,  wboni  the  king  had 
caufed  to  be  carefully  educated.  He  had  likewtfe  exprefled 
an  uncommon  concern  for  them,  as  well  as  a  rcmorfe  for 
the  untimply  death  df  their  father ;  and  as  he  found  hini«> 
felf  upon  the  decline,  he  was  cd^itriving  how  to  have  thofc*  ^'*'  ^f  ^» 
young  princes fo  advantageoufly  matched,  that  he  might  Am*6*hr 
fee  them  fafely  and  happily  fettled  before  be  died.    But        5, 
Antipater,  who  looked  upon  them  in  another  view,  found  ■ 

means  to  break  all  his  meafures^  and  to  peffuade  him  to 
change  the  difpofition  of  his  family,  contrary  to  his  firft 
defign ».  Itwill  not  be  atnif3  here  to  give  an  account  of 
that  monarch's  >4rives,  and  of  their  iCue,  in  order  to  im-' 
derftand  the  fequel  of  this  hiftory.  The  reader  will  find 
both  in  the  note  (A).  In 

<  Antiq.  lib*  xvii.cap  2.  &  3. 

(A)  Hero4  haS  nine  wives,        The  fixth,  named  CljeopA«» 

Ac  iirflof  whom,  named  Do-  tra,  was  anativeof  Jerulalcm^ 

lis*  was  the  mother  of  And-  by  >rhom  he  had  two  fon$» 

pater.    The  f«:ond:  was  Ma-  Herod,   called    alfo    Antipas, 

mmne,  the  daughter  of  Simon  and   Philip.     ,Herod    having 

the  high-prieft,  by  whom  he  married  Herodias,  his  broth^ 

had  a  fon  named  Herod,  call-  Philip's  wife,  during  his  life, 

cd  alfo  Philip,  who  had  mar-  was  reproved  for  it  by  John  the 

ned  Herodias,  on  whofe  ac-  Baptift,  which  was  the  caufe 

count  the  Baptift    was  after-  of  his  being  put  to  death, 
wards  beheaded.     The   third        Pallas  was  his  feventh  wife, 

was    his    brother's    daughter,  by  whom  he  had  a  fon,  named 

The  fourth  his  firft  coufin.  He  Phafael.  The  eighth  was  Phae- 

tad  no  children  by  thefe  two  dra,  by  whom  he  had  only  one 

tail.  daughter,  named  Roxana ;  and 

The  fifth  was  called  Martac,  by  the  laft,  called  Elpis,  he  had 

a  Samaritan,  by  whom  he  had  another  daughter  called  Salome. 
Archelaus  and  Antipas ;    the        As  to  his  grandfons,  by  his 

^>nner  fucceeded  him  in  the  beloved  Mariamne,  mother  of 

l^lfof  the  kingdom  unde^  the  Alexander    and     Ariftobulus, 

aame  of  Tetiarch,     and  the  lately  put  to  death,  they  make 

latter,  called  alfo  Philip,  mar-  likewife  a  confiderable   figure 

ried     Salome,     the    dancing  in  hiftory,  and  cfpecially  thofe 

daughter  of  Herodias  above-  ofthelatterintbegofpeUandde- 

toentioned,  fcnrc  here  a  particular  mention. 

Ariftobulus 
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Vrm  trou"  In  the  mean  time  another  incident  rendered  Herod  more 
hUsimJu'  odioas  to  the  Jews^  and  more  irreconcileable  to  his  bro- 
^**»  ther.     Anedia,  lately  iflued  out,  commanding  the  Jew-» 

iih  nation  tofwear  allegiance  to  Auguftus,  and  to  theking^ 
had  been  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by  the  Pharifees  to  the  num- 
ber of  feven  tboufand^  a$  contrary  to  the  Mofaic  law^i 
for  which  contumacy  Herod  had  condemned  them  to  a 
fevere  fine^  whiGh  had  been  paid  by  Pheroras's  new  wife* 
Fheroras  was  glad  to.  take  this  opportunity  of  retiring 
into  his  tetrarchy,  and  took  an  oath  never  to  return  to 
court  againft  whilft  Herod  lived.;  his  being  at  that  dif- 
tance  from  the  metropolis^  was  indeed  a  likely  expedient 
to  prevent  his. being  fufpefled  of  having  a  hand  in  what 
he  was  then  hatching  againft  the  king's  life ;  and  for  the 
fame.reafon  Antipater  procured  himlelf  to  be  fent  for  to 
RomC)  to  attend  upon  Auguftus.  Thus  had  thefe  two  po^ 
.  Ittic  perfo^s  contrived  to  fcreen  them&hres  from  difcovery, 
whilft  their  inftruments  were  at  work  to  bring  about  their 
treacherous  defign ;  but  an  accident  foon  after  brought 
their  whole  treafon  to  light  K 

Herod  being  (ick,  and  ftill  retaining  a  great  love  for  his 
brother,  had  fent  for  him  to  communicate  fome  private  on 
dcrs.  Pheroras  had  refufed  to  come,  on  pretence  that  he 
dared  not  violate  his  oath.  He  was  foon  after  taken  ill ; 
but  Herod  recovered,  and  was  fo  far  from  refenting  his 
Cots  to  vU  kte  refufal,  that  he  pai4  him  an  afFe£bionate  vifit,  with- 
At^hisbro'  out  ftaying  for  an  invitation.  Pheroras  dying  two  day* 
after,  Herod  caufed  him  to  be  magnificently  (buried  at 
Jferufalem.  But  his  death  proved  the  beginning  of  An- 
tlpater's  difgrace:  for  two  of  the  deccafed's  frecd-mcn 


Hmdfails 
Jkk. 


then 


^  Vid.  Deut.  xvii.  15. 

Ariftobulus  left  two  fons,  and 
a  daughter  whom  he  had  by 
Berenice  his  wife,  namely,  A- 
grippa,  Herod,  and  Herodias. 
Agrippa,  at  firft  put  into  pri- 
fon  by  Tiberius,  and  afterwards 
made  king  of  Judaea  by  Cali- 

5ula  (3),  was  he  who  put 
ames,  the  brother  of  John, 
to  death,  imprifoned  Peter, 
and  was  fmitten  with  death  at 
Caefarea  ( 4 ) .    Herod  was  made 


1  Jofeph.  ubi  fapra« 

king  of  Chalcis,  and  is  only 
known  in  St.  Luke  for  his 
marriage  with  the  daughter  of 
Herodias. 

As  for  Agrippa,  he  left  a 
ion  of  the  fame  name,  before 
whom,  and  his  iider  Berenice, 
St.  Paul  was  admitted  to  plead 
his  caufe  at  Caefarea  ;  and  an* 
other  daughter,  named  Dru- 
fiUa,  married  to  Felix  gover- 
nor of  Judaea. 


(3)  Jofeph.  Bell,  Jud.  lib,  ii.  cap.  S. 
ad  fin. 


(4.}  A^sxii.  ij^feq. 
demanded 
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demanded  juftice  againft  his  wife,  whom  they  accufed  of 
having  difpatched  Pheroras  with  poifon,  given  him  that 
evening  on  which  he  was  taken  ill.  Herod  had  recourfe  to 
his  old  way  of  extorting  the  truth  by  the  rack ;  in  particular;; 
the  women  of  Pheroras's  family  fuffered  it  at  firft  with  a  fur- 
prifing  conftancy ;  but  one  of  them  was  at  length  forced,|by 
theexcefs  of  the  torture,  to  cry  out,  that  (he  prayed  to  God 
that  Doris,  Antipater's  mother,  might  bear  her  fhare  of 
die  torments,  which  fhe  had  been  the  caufe  of.  At  thefe 
words,  Herod  having  caiifed  the  torture  to  be  increafed, 
and  alfo  applied  to  one  Antipater,  an  officer  under  his 
treacherous  fon,  the  whole  plot  was  unravelled.  Upon  Anttpater*s 
comparing  their  feveral  depofitions,  and  the  intelligence  P^^  againft 
which  Salome  had  already  given  to  the  king,  it  was  found,  -^ 

that  the  poifon,  of  which  Pheroras  died,  had  been  pro- 
cured  from  Alexandria  by  a  friend  of  Antipater,  from 
whom  it  was  conveyed  by  Antipater's  mother  to  Pheroras, 
in  order  to  be  given  to  the  king  upoil  the  firft  opportu-^ 
nity.  All  thefe  particulars  were  acknowleged  by  Phe- 
roras' wife,  who  added,  that  ihe  would  fetch  it  to  him ; 
and,  inftead  of  doing  fo,  flung  herfelf  down  from  a 
high  gallery :  but  her  fall  not  proving  mortal,  (he,  upon 
Herod's  promife  of  a  general  pardon,  depofed  further,  Pherorai'i 
that  her  hufband  being  ftung  with  remorfe  at  his  receiving  luife'scw 
this  laft  vifit  from  him,  had  ordered  her  to  fetch  the  poi*  /^»' 
fon,  and  burn  it  before  his  face  ;  that  fhe  had  burned  it  all, 
txcept  a  fmall  dofe  which  (he  had  re(erved  for  herfelf,  in 
cafe  of  neceffity.  The  box,  and  the  reft  of  the  poifon  being 
produced,  and  acknowleged  by  other  witneiTes,  convinced 
Herod  of  his  fon's  perfidy,  not  only  to  himfelf,  but  to  the 
two  fons  of  his  favourite  Mariamne.  His  other  wife  of 
that  name  was  likewife  accufed  of  being  in  the  fame  plot } 
and  though  nothing  was  proved  againft  her,fyet  (he  was  ba- 
nifhed,  her  fon  Herod  difinherited,  and  her  father  de- 
pofed from  the  high»priefthood  (B).     Doris  was  likewife 

4 

(B)  Simoii  was  fucceeded  in  of  his  named  Jofeph,  the  fon 

that  dignity  by  one  Matthias,  of  Ellemus,  was  fublVituted  in 

4e  fon  of  Theophilus,  a  na-  his  room.      Matthias  enjoyed 

tive  of  Jerufalem.     But  this  his  dignity  but  one  year,  after, 

pontiff  having  on  the  following  which  he  was  depofed  for  be- 

^xpiation-eve  contracted  fome  ing  privy  to  an    infurredion 

pollution,  which  incapacitated  raifeihat  Jerufalem,    and  fuc- 

^im  from  officiating  on  that  cecded  by  Joazar^  his  brother- 

pandfolemnity,  a  near  relation  in-law  (5). 

(5}  Antiq.  lib.  xvii.  cap.  S. 
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ftfipt  of  all  bef  coftly  oFnamenjts,  which  amounted  to  % 
Igrge  fum,  and  baniihed  the  court  °^. 

About  this  time  the  aiigel  Gabriel  was  fent  to  Zachary^ 
^  pious  and  upright  prieft  of  the  courfe  of  Abiah,  whilfl: 
he  ftood  oilering  the  facred  incenfe  in  the  temple,  accord*^ 
ing  to  the  p.rieftly  office  %  to  foretel  the  birth  of  a  fon,  by 
his  wife  l^lizabech,  who  iliould  be  a  Nazarite,  and  the 
forerunner  and  gi«at  harbinger  of  the  wcorld's  Redeemer  •. 
The  good  old  pVieft,  confcious  of  his  and  his  fpoufe's  old 
^ge  and  infirmities,  could  not  forbear  defiring  to  have  his 
faith  confirmed  by  fome  further  miraculous  token  ;  and 
^  angel  granted  his  requeft,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might 
at  once  be  a  reproof  to  his  diffidence,  aild  a  confirmation 
Qjfthe  meflage  he  had  delivered.  Zech  arias  was  that  in-* 
(t^nt  ftruek  dumb,  and  continued  without  the  ufe  of 
fpeech  till  the  promif0d  child  was  adually  born. 

Six  months  after  this  vifion,  the  fame  heavenly  mefien-* 
ger  was  fent  to  an  obfcure  young  virgin,  named  Mary, 
who  dwelt  at  Nazareth,  under  the  guardianship  of  her 
efpoufed  huiband  Jofeph>  both  qf  them  of  the  houfe  and 
Uneage  of  David  ^}  with  the  dad  tidings,  that  fte  was 
^hofen  by  the  fpecial  favour  of  Heaven,  to  be  the  happy 
mother  of  the  promifed  Saviour  of  the  world,  to  whom  me 
fliould,  therefore,  give  the  fignificant  name  of  Jefus,  or 
Saviour,  according  to  the  prophecies  long  fince  delivered* 
f  hofe  that  relate  to  this  particular  head,  are  as  follow: 
'^  Behold  a  virgin  (hall  conceive,  and  bear  a  fon,  and  fliall 
€all  his  name  Emanuel,  &c.  *  " — **  Unto  us.  a  child  is  bom, 
upto  us  a  fon  is  given ;  and  the  government  fhall  be  upon 
his  fhoulder;*and  his  name  fhall  be  called  Wonderful* 
Counfellor,  the  mighty  God,  the  Everlafting  Father,  the 
Prince  of  Peace  ^  (G) ;"  with  fome  others  of  the  fame  na- 

.   ture^ 

•  w  Antiq.  lib.  xvii.  cap.  4,  5,  &  6.  »  Exod.  xxx.  7,  S, 

^  LuHe  i  5>  ^  ^^<  ,f  Mattiu  i.  iS.  Luke  i.  26,  &feq,  iti. 

23>  &  feq.  9  Ifaiah  vii.  14.  '  Ibid.  ix.  6. 


(C)  Our  readers  may,  per- 
haps, be  willing  to  know  what 
aiifwer  or  6v;ifion  tlie  Jews 
make  ufe  of  againft  fuch  preg- 
nant prophecies ;  and  it  will 
not  be  amifs  heVe  to  give  them 
a  fpecimen  out  of  one  of  their 
fubtileft   and   boldeft  champi- 


ons (6),    by    which    he    may 
guefs  at  the  reft. 

Fir  ft  then,  to  the  former  of 
thefe  prophecies,  where  the 
miraculous  child  is  called  Jefus 
or  Saviour,  becaufc  he  was  to 
fave  his  people  from  their  fins, 
they   in  general,  and  this   in 


(6)  Au£l.  Libr.  Nitzahon^    Vide  Mupllcr  ip  loc.  &  not.  in  Vcrf, 
Hebr.  £vaD£.  S«  Matt b.  cap.  i. 
.   --  particular 
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tarty  whicli  are  hot  quite  fo  manifeft  (D).  But  the  aftoniflv- 
ed  Virgin  was  fo  far  from  calling  to  mindthofe  prophecies, 
that  fhe  looked  on  her  virginity  as  an  obftacle  to  the  ac* 
compliOiment  of  the  angel's  declaration,  till  aflured  at 
length  by  him  of  the  miraculous  conception  of  the  divine 
child,  with  a  humble  confidence,  (he  wholly  fubmitted 


1S9 


particular,  anfwer  to  this  ef- 
fe£i :  Who  has  told  you  that 
the  fin  of  Adam  has  intailed 
any  guilt  on  his  pofterity? 
Was  not  that  of  his  fon  Cain, 
who  murdered  his  brother,  a 
thoufand  times  greater  than 
the  biting  of  an  apple  ?  And 
yet  no  fuch  thing  is  faid  of  his 
pofterity  being  tainted  with  it. 
glides,  where  is  theleaft  men- 
tion made,  that  the  Mefliah 
vras  to  faye  his  people  from 
their  fins  ?  And  if  there  was, 
how  did  Jefus  fave  us  from 
them,  when  you  own  he  made 
us  commit  one  infinitely  hea- 
vier in  crucifying  him  ?  In 
vain  do  you  tell  ,us  of  a  Re- 
deemer of  fouls:  we  expert 
'  none  but  a  redeemer  of  bodSes, 
aMeffiah  that  (hall  deliver  us 
fronh  flavery,  and  make  us 
again  a  fiourilhing  victorious 
nation  and  kingdom. 

To  the  fecond  prophecy,  the 
farcafHc  author,  above  quoted, 
^ives  the  following  anfwer,  in 
a  kind  of  triuniphing  tone : 
**  We  will  join  iiiue  with  you, 
though,  according' to  your  in- 
terpretation, it  fhould  have 
been  written,  **  his  names'* 
(inftead  of  his  name,  fhall  be 
called) ;  but,  waving  that, 
how  can  his  ( Jefus's)  name  be 
called  Wonderful,  Counfcllor  I 
Did  not  Judas  rather  defeat  his 
.counfel,  when  he  betrayed 
him  unknown  to  '  him  ?  He 
could-  not  be  the  Gibbor,  pr 


Mighty  One^  feeing  he  was  put 
to  death :  he  could  not  be  the 
Abbi  had,  the  Ever  lofting  Fa^ 
ther,  or  Father  of  Eternity ^  be- 
caufe  he  was  cut  off  in  the 
midil!  of  his  days.  Laftly,  he 
could  not  be  called  the  Prince 
of  Peace,  becaufe  he  enjoyed 
none  himfelf,  neither  have 
wars  ever  ceafed  fince  his  time ; 
yea,  himfelf  fays,  that  he  did 
norcome  to  bring  peace,  bat 
war,  upon  earth.'* 

Others  endeavour  to  elude 
the  force  of  the  prophecy,  by 
pretending  that  the  imperfonal 
vajicra,  he  Jhall  call^  refers  to 
God ;  and,  confequently,  that 
all  thofe  titles  there  mentioned 
relate  to  him,  and  not  to  the 
child  there  fpoken  of.  But 
this  evafion  is  fo  ungrammati- 
cal,.  and  contrary  to  the  plain 
import,  in  a  vaft  number  of 
parallel  places,  that  others  of 
them  have  difowned  it. 

(D)  Of  this  kind  is  that  of  Je- 
remiah *•  The  Lord  will  create 
a  new  thing  upon  the  earth : 
a  female  (or  a  woman)  (hall 
encompafs  a  man  C?)  * "  which 
the  context  plainly  (hews  to 
allude  to  the  days  of  the  Mef' 
fiah,  and,  moil  probably,  from 
the  natural  fenfe  of  the  words, 
to  the  miraculous  pregnancy  of, 
this  virgin.  However,  the 
Jews  not  only  take,  them  in  a 
very  different  fenfe,  but  ex- 
claim againft  us  for  urging  this 
text  to  them. 


(7)  Jcrem.  xxxi.  as. 


herfelf 
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her&If  to  the  will  of  Heaven.  The  angel  havings  at  t3ie 
fame  time,  acquainted  her  with  the  pregnancy  of  her 
coufin  Elizabeth,  in  her  old  age,  (he  went  into  the  moun- 
tainous country  to  congratulate  her  and  her  hufband  upon 
this  event*.  Elizabeth,  who  was  far  advanced  in  her 
pregnancy,  when  (he  embraced  Mary,  felt  her  child  les^ 
in  her  wonib ;  from  which  circumftance  fhe  began  to  con- 
ceive a  high  notion  of  her  vifitor,  which  fhe  exprefied  in 
terms  of  the  deepeft  refpe£l  and  gratitude.  Mary,  on  her 
part,  being  filled  with  rapturous  joy  at  what  fhe  had 
heard,  teftified  her  humble  fenfe  for  all  the  divine  fa- 
vours in  a  canticle  of  praife ;  and,  after  three  months 
abode,  returned  to  her  homely  habitation  at  Nazareth. 
Elizabeth,  being  delivered  of  tne  promifed  fon,  gave  him 
the  name  of  John,  as  his  father  had  been  commanded  by 
the  angel ;  and  Zecharias,  having  teftified  his  confent  to 
it  in  writing,  found  his  tongue  immediately  loofed,  and 
his  heart  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  which  broke  out 
into  a  prophetic  hymn,  that  infpired  the  wondering  by- 
{landers  with  fingular  hopes  concerning  this   new^-born 

Chriftthi  The  Virgin  Mary  now  began  to  give  fuch  figns  of  preg- 
^V^^iA^  nancy,  as  made  her  aged  fpoufe,  conceive  fome  Snifter 
tht  world     fufpj^jjon  Qf  her  conduct.     He  was  contriving  fome  means 

to  give  her  a  private  divorce,  without  expofing  her  to  the 
rigour  of  the  law ;  when  he  was  apprifed  by  an  angel, 
that  her  conception  was  altogether  miraculous  \  and  that 
he  ought  to  take  her  and  the  child  under  his  patronage, 
fince  that  miraculous  Son  was  appointed  by  God  to  be 
the  Saviour  of  his  people.  Jofeph  immediately  obeyed,  and 
took  her  to  his  home,  but  lived  in  perfedl  continence  with 
her  till  the  time  of  her  delivery  "•  Meanwhile  Bethlehem, 
the  city  of  David,  being  the  place  pointed  at  by  the  pro- 
phet for  the  birth  of  the  MeiSah  ^,  the  divine  wifdom  fo 
Augufiuss  ordered  it,  that  the  decree  of  Auguftus,  for  taking  a  new 
dufii.  furvey  of  the  Roman  empire,  and  tne  number  and  eftimate 
of  all  perfons  and  eftates,  fliould  reach  Judaea  about  this 
time ;  which  obliged  the  pregnant  Virgin  and  her  hufband 
to  repair  thither,  to  be  inrolled  with  all  thofe  that  were 
of  the  houfe  and  lineage  of  David.  The  great  concourfe 
of  people  coming  to  that  place,  laid  this  poor  little  family 
under  the  neceffity  of  lodging  in  a  ftable.     Here  the  Vir- 

Chrlfihwfi   gjjj  brought  forth  her  fon,  and  laid  him  in  a  manker.  But 
tnaJlabU.    ^       .       ^  ,  ^ 

•  Luke  i .  40f  &  feq.  <  Luke  i«  27,  ad  fin.  ■  Matt* 

i.  xSi&feq.  xMic.  v,  s. 

this 
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this  humble  rifing"  of  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefe  did  foiioh 

break  out  into  its  peculiar  luftre ;  an  angtlj  at  the  head  of 

a  heavenly  hoft,  proclaimed  his  wonderous  birth  to  the  ChriJTs 

flicpherdsJ^,  finging  aloud,  **  Glory  be  to  God  on  high^  birth  pro^ 

on  earth  peace,  good  will  towards  men  ! "  c  aimed  l^y 

The  child's  parents,  according  to  the  Mofaic  law,  cir- 
cumcifed  him  on  the  eighth  day,  and  gave  him  the  name 
of  Jefus,  as  they  had  been  direfted  by  the  angel*  (E). 

The  moft  fignal  manifeftation  of  this  new-born  Saviour, 
was  the  arrival  of  the  magi,  or  wife  men,  from  the  Wife  mm 
Eaft  (F),  at  that  metropolis,  utider  the  guidance  of  aemi-  come  from 
raculous  ftar(G),  which  ceafed  not  to  move  before  them,  ^^'  ^^fi' 
till  it  had  brought  them  to  the  place  and  perfon  they  were 
in  fearch  of.  However,  as  they  looked  upon  him  as  the 
king  of  the  Jews,  they  firft  repaired  to  the  metropolis, 
where  he  was  moft  likely  to  be  either  born,  or  heard  of. 
Upon  their  iirft  enquiry  after  him,  Herod  and  the  whole 
city  were  moved ;  and  the  grand  fanhedrim,  being  con- 
fulted  about  the  place  of  his  birth,  dire£led  them  to  Beth- 
lehem, the  city  mentioned  by  the  prophet.  Whatever 
hopes  the  reft  of  the  Jews  might  conceive  from  this 
ph?enomenon,  and  the  tidings  of  the  new-born  Meifiah, 
Herod,  who  thought  of  nothing  but  an  earthly  kingdom, 
began  to  look  upon  that  wonderful  child  as  a  dangerous 
rival,  and  refolved  from  that  inftant  to  deftroy  him.     To  Herod's 

this  end  he  caufed  the  magi  to  be  privately  brought  to  fear  and 

cruelty* 


yLukeiii  8,  ad  12. 

(E)  This  wonderful  birth  of 
the  Saviour  of  the  world  hap- 
pened, according  to  the  com- 
putation of  Ufher,  in  the  four 
thoufandth  year  of  the  world ; 
and  exa£lly  falls  in  with  an  old 
tradition  of  the  Jews,  that  the 
world  (hould  laft  two  thoufand 
years  before  the  law,  two  thou- 
^nd  under  the  law,  and  two 
thoufand  under  the  MeiEah, 
according  to  the  fix  days  of  the 
Mofaic  creation  ;  after  which 
Was  to  follow  the  feventh,  or 
n>illennium. 

(F)  It  would,  doubtlcfs, 
prove  an  enquiry  worth  mak- 
^'^g*  could  we  come  at  any  tole- 
J^We  certainty  concerning  tbcfc 


'Ibid.  ver.  21;  Matt.  i.  zi* 

wife  men,  who  they  were; 
what  part  of  the  world  they 
came  from ;  what  time  of  the 
year  they  arrived  at  Jerufalem ; 
how  many  they  were;  and 
many  more  fuch  queftions, 
which  have  been  ftarted  to  lit* 
tie  purpofe,  and  to  which  no 
{atisfadtory  light  can  be  given  • 
(G)  We  have  a  great  variety 
of  conjectures,  concerning  this 
wonderful  flar,  according  as 
men  are  inclined,  either  to  lef- 
fen  or  multiply  miracles.  But 
whether  it  was  a  flar,  comet, 
meteor,  or  other  fupernatural 
appearance,  the  learned  have 
pot  yet  determined. 


him  I 


> 
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him ;  and  haying  carefully  fifted  themi  concerning  the  time 
of  the  ftar's  apj^arance,  and  other  circumQances,  which 
might  ferve  his  bloody  dqpgn,  he  difmified  ttiem  with 
•  'thefe  words :  «f  ^  Go  and  fearch  diligently  for  the  child  ; 

and  when  you  haVe  found  hini,  bring  me  word,,  that  I 
may  go  likewlfe  and  pay  my  homagt  to  him."  They  fet 
out  accordingly,  and  Were  not  a  Uttle  overjoyed,  when, 
upon  leaving  Jerilfalem,  they  beheld  the  fame  ftar  ftiU 
groing  before  them,  till  it  ftood  and  (hot  it$  rays  perpen- 
dicularly upon  the  houfe  where  the  chil4  and  his  parents 
Ifemin  wete.  Here  they  apprqacfaed  the  divine  Babe  with  fuit« 
&ffer  their  abk  reverence ;  and,  having  opened  their  treafures,  ofiered 
^'^^^a  ^*"*  prefents  of  gold,  frankincenfe,  and  myrrh  \  and,  be- 

Chrtft,  j^g  #amed  not  to  go  back  to  Jerufalcm,  they  returned 
home  another  way  *.  The  child  being  forty  days  old,  the 
•time  prefcribed  for  the  purification  of  women  after  the 
Htsparmts  birth  of  a  fon^,  his  parents  brought  him  to  Jerufalem  to 
prefent  him  \yc  prefented  to  the  Lord  in  the  temple,  and  to  be  re- 
in  thi  tern-  deemed,  according  to  the  law  concerning  the  firft-born  % 
^  with  the  price  of  five  fhekels,  or  of  a  lamb,  or  a  pair  of 

doves,  or  young  pigeons ;  which  laft  was  the  price  ap- 
pointed for  the  meaner  fort.     And  to  fuch  low  condition 
was  the  family  of  David  reduced  by  this  time,  and  fo 
•poor  were  the  parents  of  the  world's  Redeemer,  that 
•    they  were  obliged  to  redeem  him  at  the  ioweft  price. 
^Here  they  were  met  by  a  venerable  old  man,  named  Si- 
meon (H),  a  perfon  of  confummate  piety,  endowed  with 
the  fpirit  of  prophecy ;  to  whom  it  had  been  revealed, 
that  he  ihould  not  fee  death  before  he  had  beheld  the 
Simeon^t      promiftd  Meffiah.    Being  therefore  directed  by  the  Holy 
ecfiatic         Ghoft  to  the  temple  at  the  fame  time,  he.  took  the  Babe 
prophecy,      in  his  arms,  foretold  the  forrows  with  which  his  mother's 
pious  foul  would  in  time  be  pierced,  on  account  of  the 
many  blafphemies  and  perfedutions  to  which  this  Divine 
Son  would  be  expofed  \  and  being  now  afiured,  that  no- 
( thing  could  add  to  his  happinefs,  out  the  joys  of  a  future 
•  iife,  he  fung  his  ovm  requiem  in  a  ^ort  ecftatic  hymn, 
(and  reftored  the  Babe  to  his  parents.    His  teftimony  was 
accompanied  with   that  of  a  venerable  old   prophetefs, 
\named  Anna,  who  had  dedicated  the  remainder  of  her 
life,  from  her  widowhood,  to  the  fervice  of  God,  and  of 

\  Matth.  ii.  i,  &  feq.  ^Le>it..xii.  s,  &  6.  c  Exod. 

xiii.  z.  Numb,  xviii.  15. 

(H^  Of  this  renefiiblc.  per-    feffion,     nothing     fiiither    if 
iorC%  a  ition,  charadef  ^  or  pro*  -known. 
^  his 
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his  temple :  (he,  coming  at  that  inftant  to  tlie  place,  be- 
gan like  wife  to  publifh  this  new-born  Saviour  to  all  the 
faithful  Ifraelites  **. 

What  expedient  the  jealous  Herod  pitched  upon  to 
fruftrate  all  tbefe  prediftions,  by  ridding  himfclf  of  this 
dreaded  child,  and  how  he  was  difappointed,  will  here- 
after appear :  we  fhall  clofe  this  feftion  with  a  fliort  view 
of  the  different  fefts  that  reigned  in  Judaea. 

Jofephus  reckons  four  principal  feils  among  the  Jews  ;  Various 
I.  The  Pharifees;    2.  Sadducees;  3*  Effenians ;  and,  4.  feSs  reign* 
Galileans  ^     The  evangelifts  add  that  of  the  Herodians  ^'^S  ^f^^ttg 
to  the  two  former,  and  itiention  nothing  of  the  two  laft.     ^^l^Jhuf] 

The  rife  of  the  Pharifees  is  unknown;  they  claim,  in-  account  of 
deed,  their  famous  doftor  Hillel  for  their  father,  as  he  is  them. 
fuppofed  by  fome  to  have  lived  during  the  pontificate  of  Pharifee^^ 
Jonathan,  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  before  the  birth  ^  "'"  °^*' 
ofChrift.     If  he  be  the  PoUio  mentioned  by  Jofephus,  ^"'* 
along  with  the  famous  Sameas,  he  muft  have  lived  about 
the  time  of  Herod,  long  before  whom  the  Pharifaic  fe£l: 
was  in  high  repute.     One  of  their  favourite  tenets  was  Temtst 
that  of  an  oral  tradition  conveyed  down  from  Mofes,  to  oral  traJi' 
which  they  attributed  the  fame  diving  authority  as  to  the  ^^'"'' 
facred  books.     They  believed,  in  oppofition  to  the  Sad-  belief  of 
ducees,  the  exiftence  of  angels,  the  immortality  of  the  angeis,and 
foul,  refurre£^ion,  future  rewards  ^nd  punifhments,  and  a  future 
the  dodrine  of  fatality  (I),  ¥"' 

The  Sadducees  maintained,  that  there  was  no  refur-  ^adducees 
reftion,  nor  any  future  ftatej  that  God  being  the  only  deny  the  re^ 
immaterial  Being,  there  was  neither  angel,  nor  any  other  furreaion, 
fpiritual  exiftence.     They  hold,  that  man  was  abfolute  ^^' 
matter  of  all  his  aft  ions,  therefore  flood  in  no  need  of  any 
aiCftance  or  direftion.    The  natural  confequence  of  this 
tenet,  was  a  total  difbelief  of  particular  Providence.  They 
rejeded  all  the  oral  traditions  of  the  Pharifees^  and  ad- 
hered to  the  text  of  the  Scripture. 

^  Luke  ii,  21,  ad  38.  e  Antiq.  lib.  xviii.  cap.  x,  &  fcq. 

Bell.  Jud.  lib.  ii.  cap.  7,  &  alib.  palT. 


(I)  Jofephus,  who  was  hira- 
felt  a  Pharifee,  affirms,  that 
thofe  fpirits,  which  they  called 
devils,  were  no  other  than  the 
louts  of  fuch  wicked  men  as 
ilili  retaining  their  mifchievous 
propcnfity,  were  ever  feeking 

Vol.  IIJ, 


to  annoy  thofe  of  the  living-. 
In  the  next  place,  this  refur* 
re6tion  was  no  more  than  a 
tranfmigration  from  one  body 
to  another,  more  or  lefs  happy, 
according  to  their  behaviour  la 
their  former  flate* 

O  The 
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Herodians.  The  Herodians  feem  to  have  been  a  fa£lion  let  up  id 
oppoGtion  to  the  Pharifees  and  zealots,  that  maintained 
the  lawfulnefs  of  acknowleging  and  paying. tribute  to  the 
kings  that  were  fet  over  them  by  the  Romans ;  a  dofbrine 
which  was  abfolutely  denied  by  the  latter.  The  former 
likewife  excufed  feveral  unlawful  innovations  which  had 
been  made  by  Herod  the  Great,  and  his  fucceffors,  as  the 
effefts  of  neceffity  rather  than  choice  ;  whereas  the  latter 
decried  them  as  heathenifli,  idolatrous,  and  the  effe^s  of 
a  bafe  complaifance  for  the  Roman  emperors.  In  a  word, 
they  pretended  that  Herod  was  the  true  Meffiah. 

,The  Gaulonites,  fo  named  from  JucJas  the  Gaulonite^, 
o!  Galilean,  as  he  is  called  by  St.  Luke  8,  began  to  ap-' 
pear  foon  after  the  baniftiment  of  Archelaus,  when  his 
territories  were  made  a  Roman  province,  and  the  govern- 
ment given  to  Coponius.  For  the  Jews  looking  upon  thii 
alteration  as  an  open  attempt  to  reduce  them  to  flavery, 
Judas  took  the  advantage  of  their  difcontent  to  put  him- 
fclf  at  their  head,  and  to  ripen  them  for  an  infurreftion. 
Auguftus  furnifhed  him  with  a  plaufible  pretence  for  it> 
by  iffuing  out  his  edift  to  have  the  whole  province  of  Sy- 
ria new-furveyed,  and  taxed,  about  this  time.  Judas, 
therefore,  who  was  a  man  of  uncommon  ambition,  took 
this  occafion  to  difplay  all  his  eloquence,  to  convince  the 
Jews,  that  fuch  a  fubmiffion  was  no  lefs  than  bafe  idola- 
try, and  fetting  men  upon  the  level  with  God,  who  was 
the  only  Lord  and  Sovereign  that  could  challenge  their 
obedience  and  fubje£tion.  The  party  which  he  drew 
after  him  became,  in  a  little  time,  fo  confiderable,  that 
they  threw  every  thing  into  confufion,  and  laid  the  foun- 
dation for  thofe  great  mifchiefs  which  enfvied. 

The  Effenians,  though  not  taken  notice  of  in  the  Nefi^ 
Teftament,  conftituted  a  confiderable  kQ.  among  the 
Jews,  and  are  much  celebrated  by  Jofephus,  Philo,  Pliny, 
and  fome  of  the  fathers  and  other  Chriftian  writers,  both 
ancient  and  modern. 

It  would  be  next  to  impoffible  to  trace  out  their  origin, 
or  even  the  etymology  of  their  name,  with  any  certainty. 
Pliny  tells  us,  from  what  authority  it  is  not  eafy  to  guefs^- 
that  they  were  of  feveral  thoufand  years  (landing ;  and 
that  they  had  fubfifted  fo  long  without  procreation.  But 
this  wild  notion  was  founded  upon  wrong  information  re- 
lating to  another  particular ;  becaufe,  though  one  branch 
of  them  condemned  all  iutercourfe  with  women,  as  apt  to 


Efenianst 


Their  ori 


i  Vide  Antiq.  lib*  xviii.  cap.  i,  «• 
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extmguifh  devotion,  there  was  another  fort  who  declared 
as  much  againfl  celibacy,  as  tending  to  extinguifli  the 
race  of  mankind.  The  firft  Eflenians  v/e  read  of  are  in 
the  fourth  book  of  Maccabees,  under  the  name  of  Haf- 
danim  ^j  and  in  Jofephus  *,  where  both  agree,  that  they 
were  already  fettled  in  Judaea  in  the  time  of  Jonathan; 
the  brother  and  fucceflbr  of  Judas  Maccabeus,  about 
a  hundred  and  fifty  years  before  Chrift.  It  is  not  im- 
probable, that  this  anchoretic  feft  took  its  rife  a  little 
before  the  time  of  the  Maccabees,  when  the  faithful  Jews 
were  obliged  to  live  in  defcrts  and  caves^  to  avoid  perfe- 
cution  (K). 

The  Eflenians  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  their  rules, 
and  manner  of  life,  into  laborious  and  contemplative, 
otherwke  called  therapeutes :  the  firft  fort  of  them  di- 
vided their  time  between  prayer  and  labour,  fuch  as  the 
exercife  of  fome  handicraft,  or  the  cultivation  of  fome 
fpot  of  ground,  where  they  fowed  and  planted  fuch  roots, 
herbs,  corn,  &c.  as  ferved  for  their  food ;  and  the  lattei. 
between  prayer,  and  contemplation  or  ftudy.  In  this  lall 
they  confined  themfelves  to  that  of  the  facred  books,  and 
morality,  without  troubling  themfelves  with  any  other 
:branch  of  philofophy. 

Both  the  contemplative  and  laborious  had  their  fyna- 
gogucs,  their  ftated  hours  for  prayer,  for  reading  and  ex- 
pounding the  facred  books.  This  latter  province  was  al- 
ways performed  by  the  elder  fort,  who  were  feated  at  the 
upper  end,  according  to  their  feniority,  whilft  the  younger, 

'  ^  Cap.  VI.  1  Antiq.  lib.  xiii.  cap.  9,  &  19.  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  i. 

cap.  3,  &  7. 

(K)  We  have  already  hinted  mafter  and  fervant  to  be  againft 

their  different  opinions    con-  the  law  of  nature ;  for  which 

cerning  marriage  and  celibacy,  reafon  the)r    never    indulged 

Thofe  who  allowed  the  former  themfelves  in  the  ufe  of  the 

were  yet  very  fparing  of  ma-  latter  :  and,  when  any  of  them 

trimonialintercourfe,andwhol-  was,  either  through  old  age, 

ly  abftained   from   it  on   the  ficknefs,  or  other  accident,  ren- 

i^igbt  before  the  fabbath,  and  dered  incapable  of  helping  him- 

other  feftivals,    on  faft-days^  fcif,   he  received   all    proper 

and  the  like;   and,  at  other  afliftance  from    the  younger, 

times,  they  were  no  lefs  care-  who  all  exprefled  an  uncom- 

ful  to  wafh,  and  ufe  other  pu*-  nion  rcadinefs,  or  even  emu- 

rificationa,  after  it.    The  other  lation,  to  perform  that  duty 

branch,  who  condemned  it,  did  to  him.    But  the  other  fort  aU 

likewife  difallbw  all  fervitude,  lowed  themfelves  fervants  for 

^d  thought  the  diftindtion  of  all  inferior  offices. 

O  2  who 
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viiYiO  were  permitted  to  read  the  proper  parafiias,  ot 
leflbns,  were  placed  at  the  lower  end.  Their  expo(ition» 
were  generally  of  the  allegorical  kind,  in  which  they 
feem  to  have  outvied  all  their  Jewifli  brethren.  But  they 
paid  the  greateft,  regard  to  the  five  books  of  Mofes,  and 
looked  upon  that  lawgiver  as  the  principal  of  all  the  in* 
fpired  penmen ;  infomuch  that  they  condemned  to  im* 
mediate  death  whofoever  fpoke  difrefpeftfully  either  of 
him  or  his  writings  (L). 

Thofe  of  Judsea  lived,  according  to  Pliny  and  Jofc- 
phus'^,  in  a  defert  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hebron> 
about  twenty  miles  fouth  of  Jerufalem. 

This  city,  being  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  the 
place  of  John  the  Baptift's  birth,  it  is^not  improbable,  that 
he  was  fent  thither,  to  be  brought  up  among  them,  and 

^  Vide  Antiq.  lib.  xiii.cap.  9,  &  19.  lib.  xv.  cap.  131  ad  fin. 

(L)  With  refpe£l  to  their  they  attained  to  this  degree, 

faith,  they  believed  the  being  they  could  dive  into  the  nature 

of  angels,  the  immortality  of  of  angels;  give  them  proper 

the  foul,  a  future  ftatc  or  re-  names,  or  rightly  interpret  thofe 

wards  and  punifhments,    like  already  given ;  and  pry  fo  for 

the  Pharifees ;   but   feem    to  into  futurity,  as  to  -acquire  the 

have  had  no  notion  of  the  re-  charader  of  prophets. 
"  furreAion.    They  looked  upon        In  their  pradtice  they  fur* 

the  fouls  of  men  as  compofed  palled  all  other  feds  in  aufte* 

of  a  moft  fubtle  aether,  which,  rity.     If  we  may  credit  Philo, 

immediately  after  their  fepara-  it  was  a  fundamental  maxim 

tion  from  the  body,  or  from  with  them,  upon  their  entrance 

their  cage  or  prifon,  as  they  into  the  therapeutic  life,  tore- 

affeded  to  call  it,  were  ad-  nounce  the  world,  and  all  their 

judged  to  a  place  of  endlefs  worldly  properties,  which  they, 

happinefs  or  mifery :  that  thofe  it  feems,  generoully  divided  a- 

of  the  good  took  their  flight  mong  their  friends  and  rela- 

^  over    the    ocean,    into    ibme  '  tions  whom  they  left   behind 

warm  and   delightful  regions  them  in  it.     They  never  cat 

prepared  for  them,  whilft  thofe  till  after  funfet,  and  the  befl  of 

of'the  wicked  were  conveyed  their  food  was  coarfe  bread» 

into  fome  cold  and  Intemperate  with  (bme  fait,   and    hyilbp,. 

climates,  where  they  were  left  or  fome  fuch  ftomachic  herbs, 

to  groan  under  an  inespreiCble  Their  cloathing  was  made  of 

endlefs  weight  of  mifery.  coarfe  wool,  plain,  but  whitc 

The  therapeutic  fort  placed  They  condemned  all  forts  of 

the  excellency  of  their  con-  un6hons  and  perfumes  as  luxu* 

templative  life  in  railing  their  rious  and  effeminate.     Their 

minds  fo  far  above  the  earth,'  beds  were  hard,  and  their  fleeg 

as  to  be  able  to  lee  from  thence  (hort* 
what  is  done  in  heaven.  When 

lifed 


7^e  Hifiory  of  the  Jews.  197 

Kved  with  them  till  the  time  of  his  manifclling  himfelf 
to  the  Jewifh  nation  ^' 

We  have  now  mentioned  all  the  Jewiih  fefts  that  made 
any  figure  in  our  Saviour's  time,  and  might  here  put  an 
end  to  this  digreffion  %  but  as  there  is  ftill  one  in  being, 
which  derives  its  origin  from  the,  f anions  Ezra,  and  the 
great  fynagogue,  and  is  oppofed  to  the  reft  in  fome  of 
their  fundamentals,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  fpeak  fome- 
thing  of  it.  They  arc  called  Caraim,  or  Caraites(M); 
that  is,  Scripturifts,  or  perfons  wholly  addicted  to  the 
reading,  and  thoroughly  verfed  in  the  facred  writings. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  determine  when  this  fe£l  firft  began. .  ne  Cara* 
They  boaft  a  catalogue  or  regifter  of  the  learned,  who  ius, 
have  written  or  taught  either  foror  againft  their  feft  from 
the  time  of  Efdras  ".  Some  of  thofe  that  are  difperfed  in 
Poland,  pretend  to  carry  this  claim  ftill  higher,  and 
affirm  that  they  were  defcended  from  the  ten  tribes  car- 
ried away  by  Sbalmanezer.  The  Rabbinifts  allow  them 
to  have  been  a  fed:  at  leaft  as  old  as  the  time  of  Alexan- 
der the  Great,  when  they  t-ell  us,  that  Jaddua,  the  then 
high-prieft,  wrought  a  miracle  before  th^t  prince,  which 
the  two  chiefs  of  the  Caraites  could  not  imitate.  They 
were  probably  the  fucceffors  of  the  Scribes  fo  often  men- 
tioned by  the  evangeliils  (N),  fuch  as  were  thofe  whom 
Herod  the  Great  confulted  about  the  place  where  the 
Meffiah  was  to  be  bom  ".  Thefe,  therefore,  it  is  very 
likely,  after  the  Fharifaic  feft  had  clogged  the  Jewifli  re- 
ligion with  fuch  a  number  of  |:raditlons,  as  rendered  it 
wholly  burdenfome,  if  not  intolerable,  refolved  to  throw 
them  all.  off,  and  to  adhere  clofe  to  the  text;  and  thus 
they  acquired  thip  napie  of  Caraites^  or  Scripturifts,  either 

>  Vide  L^ake  i^  v«r.  ult.        <»  Bafnag.  ubi  fupra,  part  ii.  chap.  i6, 
^  Mattb.  ii«  4,.    Vidp  Bafnag.  ubi  fupra. 

(M)  From  the  vetb  kara,  to  as  well  as  revifing  the  copies 

fW.    As  they  reje^ied  all  the  .of  it,  wfiich  were  then  very 

oth^r  writings  but  thofe  of  the  fcarce,  was  coromitted  to  thefe 

Jewifli  canon,  aud  the  pretend-  fopherim,  or  fcribes,  who,  by 

ed  oral 'tradition  fo  much  e:c-  a  conffent  converfe  with  thofe 

tolled  by  the  Pharifees.  writings,    attained   to   a    ftill 

(N)  After  the  return  from  greater  knowlece  of  them,  and 

the  captivity,  when  the  canon  came  at  length  to  fet  up  for 

of  the  Scripture  was  revifed  by  teachers    and    expounders    of 

Ezra,  and  his  infpired  affoci-  them,and  tothe  nameoffcribe 

ates,  it  is  very  probable  the  had  that  likewife  added  of  doc- 

ipultiply  ipg  and  propagating,  tor  or  teacher  of  the  law. 

O3  given 
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given  them  out  of  contempt,  or  taken  by  way  of  rfiffinc- 
tion  from  the  Traditionifts.  The  difficulty  is  to  difcover 
the  time  when,  and  the  perfons  by  whom,  this  breach  was 
at  firft  made  ;  and  doubtlefs  the  tcftimony  of  the  Caraites 
themfelves,  who  go  either  as  far  back  as  Ezra,  or,  at  the 
lateft,  as  the  times  of  Hyrcan,  or  Alexander  Jann%usy 
will  appear  too  fufpicious.  But  that  of  the  Talmudifts, 
who  allow  them,  fome  a^  ancient  as  Saddoc,  or  at  leaft  as 
Herod  the  Great,  may  be  lefs  liable  to  fufpicion. 

We  fliall  in  the  following  note  give  a  fhort  fummary  of 
their  particular  tenets,  as  they  are  oppofed  to  thofe  of  the 
other  fefts  (O) ;  and  only  obferve  here,  that  thefe   dif- 
ferences 

(O)  I*  They  look  upon  the  a  much  greater  fervency  and 

canonical  books   of   the  Old  devotion  than  the  reft,  they  al- 

Teftament  as  the  only  rule  of  ways  turn  their  faces  towards, 

their  faith,  and  reject  the  apo-  Jerufalem. 
cryphal  as  of  ho  authority,  to-         5,  They  expert,  like  the  reft 

gether  with  the  pretended  oral  of  the  Jews,  the  reign  of  the 

tradition  of  the  rharifees.  Meffiah  to  be  a  temporal  and 

2.  They  expound  Scripture  glorious  reign,  and  attribute 
by  Scripture ;  and,  where  that  his  long  delay,  partly  to  the 
cannot  be  done,  they  call  in  the  llownefs  of  oaturn's    motioB, 

,  ailift&nce  of  reafon^  and  the  which  they  make  the  ruling 
writings  and  comments  of  other  planet  of  the  fabbath,  and  of 
dodors,  though  without  paying  the  Jewi0i  nation  ;  and  partly 
too  implicit  a  regard  to  the  to  their  fins,  which  have  pro- 
latter,  voked  God  to  fufpend  thefend- 

3.  They  commonly  read  the  ing  him  at  the  promifed  time: 
Scriptures  in  their  fynagogues  for  this  reafbn  they  forbid  the 
in  the  original,  efteeming  it  calculating  the  time  of  his 
next  to  impofSble  to  come  at  coming  under  the  fevereft  aiia- 
their  true  meaning  from  an;jr  themas. 

tranllation  of  them  ;  for  this  6.  They  entertain  the  higt- 

reafon  they  are  careful  to  in-  eft  and  jufteft  norions  of  the 

ftru6t  their  children  beflmes  in  Deity,  and  of  his  perfedions 

that  facred  tongue  ;  and  if  they  and  attributes.     They    affirm 

fuffer  any  verfion  of  them,  it  his  providence  to  be  as  exten- 

is  only  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  of  five  and  unlimited  as  his  know- 

the  meaner  fort,  who  are  not  lege  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  al- 

acquainted  with  the  Hebrew.  low,  that  man  has  a  freedom  to 

4.  Their  prayers  are  likewife  determine  himfelf;  but  that 
in  that  tongue,  as  being  the  God  gave  unto  every  one  a 
moftholyand  energetic,  and  the  portion  of  his  univerfal  grace 
only  one  in  which  the  incom-  to  aflift  him  in  his  right  choice ; 
municable  name  of  God  can  be  and  that  our  wills  being  influ- 
properly  pronounced.  In  their  enced  by  our  tempers  and  con- 
prayers,  wherein  they  exprefs  ftitutions,  but  chiefly  by  the 

ftarS| 
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Cer^nces  had  intailed  fuch  an  irreconclleable  hatred  be-  Hatred  if 
tweenthofe  two  fe(3:s,  as  came  little  fhort  of  perfecution    '.^'  Caic* 
They  not  only  charge  each  other  with  herefy,  with  per-  ^Ir^^^'^  a^ 
?erting  the  Scriptures,  and  corrupting  religion  ;  but  pro-     *^'"^^  f 
nounce  the  bittereft  anathemas  they  can  meet  with  in  ihe 
facred  books  againft  each  other,  and  that  publicly  and 
folemnly;  fo  that  where  cither  of  them,  especially  the 
Fharifees,    are  moll  numerous  or  powerful,  the  others 
muft  hear  themfelves  curfed,  without  c a  ing  to  refift  or 
complain.     This  mutual  hatred  and  contempt  is  carefully 
propagated  both  by  the  parents  to  the  children,  and  much 
more  by  the  matters  to  the  difciples,  over  whom  they  ufurp 
an  uncontroulable  authority.     But  ail  thefe  fe£ls  agreed 
in  their  interpretation  of  the  prophecies  relating  to  the 
Meffiah,  who  they  believed  would  appear  in  all  the  fplcn- 
dour  of  temporal  power,  overthrow  their  enemies,  take 
vengeance  upon  their  opprefibrs,  and  raife  their  nation  to 
the  moft  envied  height  of  empire  and  profperity. 

S  E  C  T.    VI. 

fhe  Hiftory  of  the  Jewiy  from  the  Birth  to  the  Death 

ofChrift. 

Xl/'E  left  Herod  in  a  moft  diftrafted  ftate;  his   con-  fjeroits 

^   fcience  continually  ftung  with  the  remembrance  of  dtftraaed 
Ms  beloved  Mariamne  and  her  innocent  fons,  whom  he  ftate  re^ 
had  crjjL^Uy  murdered  j  his  life  and  crown  in  imminent  /«***^- 

ftars,makes  that  grace  very  nc-  actions  in  this ;  that  the  fouls 

ceflkry.     They  have  a  four-  come  from  heaven;  that  the 

fold  diftindion  of  this  difpofi-  future  life  was  made  for  them, 

tion  of  the  foul,  the  one  of  and  that  they  will  fubfift  there 

ficknefs,  the  other  of  health,  as  the  angels  do. 
the  third  of  life,  the  fourth  of        9.  They  condemned  the  phy- 

death.  ladteries  of  the  Pharifees.  They 

7*  Their  morality  was  not  had  no  lefs  an  abhorrence  of 

inferior  to  their  divinity.     It  all  kind  of  pidures,  that  were 

kept  a  kind  of  medium  between  ufed  either  by  heathens,  or  af- 

the  auftere  Eflenian  and  the  terwards  by  Chrillians,  for  a 

Epicurean  Sadducee.    Of  the  religious  ufe,  or,  as  they  term 

two  they  rather  inclined  to  the  it,  to  be  worihlpped. 
former  in  point  of  abftemiouf-         10.  They  rcjeded  the  aftro- 

tiefs.  nomical  calculations,  as  intro- 

8.  They  believe  a  future  life  duced  after  the  captivity,  for 

of  rewards  and  puni{hments,ac-  fettling  the  new  moons  and  o- 

cording  to  men's  good  or  bad  (her  feftivals  of  the  year. 

O  4  danger 
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danger  from  the  rebellious  Antipatcr,  and  ungrateful  Phc- 
roras ;  his  latter  days  imbittered  by  the  treacherous  in- 
trigues of  an  abandoned  fifterj  his  perfon  and  family  hated 
by  the  whole  Jewifli  nation  *,  and  his  crown  endangered 
by  the  miraculous  birth  of  a  child,  proclaimed  by  heaven 
and  earth  as  the  long  expefted  Mefliah.     To  all  thefc 
plagues  we   muft  add  not  only  the  treafonable  deiigns  of 
the  unnatural  Antipater,  but  alfo  the  bitter  complaints  of 
his  other  two  fc  «k,  then  at  the  Roman  court,  which  render- 
ed him  completely  miferable.     Not  that  thofe  two  young 
princes  were  really  fo  divefted  of  all  filial  affection,  as  they 
were  reprefented  to  him  by  Antipaterandhisinftrumcnts; 
but  it  had  been  his  and  their  conftant  care  and  ftudy,  by 
fuch  vile  mifreprefentations,    to  render  them  more  and 
more  fufpe£ked  by  the  jealous  king*     Antipater  was  fo  in- 
tent on  the  means  of  deftroying  his  father,  and  feizin? 
the  crown,   that  he  even  furnifhed  new  proofs   againft 
himfelf,  in  fending  a  frefli  fupply  of  poifon  to  his  mother, 
by  means  of  a  freed-man  called  Batillus.     This  agent  was 
no  fooner  arrived  at  Jerufalem,  than  Herod,  who  had  un- 
ravelled the  whole  plot,  caufed  him  to  be  apprehended, 
and  put  to  the  rack ;  upon  which  he  confefTed  the  purport 
of  his  errand  from  Rome.    Herod,  the  better  to  conceal 
his  refentment  againft  bis  treacherous  fon,  immediately 
fent  him  a  letter,  in  which  he  feemed  to  complain  only  of 
fome  ill  treatment  from  his  mother ;  and  charged  him  at 
the  fame  time  to  make  what  hafte  he  could  to  Jerufalem, 
that  his  abfence  might  no  longer  give  his  enemies  an  op- 
portunity of  obftruflting  his  intereft  in  the  fucceffion.     He 
concluded  with  a  promife,  that  immediately  upon  his  ar- 
rival he  woiild  obliterate  all  paft  mifcarriages,  and  give 
him  aU  the  rnark^  of  paternal  afFeflion  that  he  fhould  At* 
fire  ^ 

Antipater,  ftill  ignorant  of  what  had  paflfed  in  Jud3ea, 
and  thinking  his  father  by  this  time  poifoned,  and  in  his 
grave,  had  fet  out  for  Judaea  ;  but  on  his  arrival  at  Ta- 
rentum,  he  received  a  difpatch  from  fome  of  his  friends, 
which  acquainted  him  with  the  particulars  of  Pheroras's 
death.  The  news  gave  him  a  terrible  fliock,  not  indeed 
fo  much  out  of  love  to  the  deceafed,  as  becaufe  he  found 
that  he  had  miffed  his  aim  of  poifoning  the  king.  He 
purfued,  however,  his  journey  as  far  as  Celenderis,  a  city 
in  Sicily,  where,  being  alarmed  at  the  difgrace  of  his  mo^ 
ther,  who  had  been  banifhed  the  couit  and  ftripped  of  all 


Antiq.  lib,  xvii.  cap.  6, 
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Iter  wealth,  he  ftopped  fome  time,  to  confult  with  his  Difiourag' 
friends,  whether  he  had  beft  proceed,  or  return.     Some  tdfr^m 
of  thefe  counfellors  having  infpired  him  with  the  fanguine  P^/fi^^^S 
hopes,  that  his  appearance  at  court  would  difpel  all  his  ^'■'i/**''*?^* 
father^s  fufpicions,  he  got  on  board  again,  and  in  a  little 
while  landed  at  Sebafte.    There  he  met  with  a  more  mor- 
tifying omen,  than  that  of  his  mother's  difgrace ;  inftead 
of  thofe  acclamations  with  which  numerous  crowds  had 
followed  him  to  the  (hip,  he  heard  nothing  but  the  bit- 
tereft  curfes  from  the  Jews  againft  himfelf,  as  the  bloody 
murderer  of  Mariamne's  two  brave  fdns  p. 

Mean  while,  Herod  had  not  beep  negligent  of  what  he 
thought  perhaps  a  more  important  care,  than  that  of  fe- 
curing  his  fon,  namely,  the  deftroying  of  his  new-bom 
rival  at  Bethlehem,  whom  he  fuppofed  to  be  ftill  in  that 
place*     Finding  himfelf  difappointed  by  the  wife-men,  ne  ehiU 
from  whom  he  expefted  a  more  particular  information  ^^^  ^ 
concerning:  the  infant,  that  he  mieht  be  fure  of  not  miff-  ^^^'^^^ 
me  his  viaim,  he  iflued  forth  an  order  to  have  all  the  male  "*^'"^'* 
iniants  maffacred,  not  only  in  that  city,  but  in  all  the 
coafts  round  about,    from  two  years  old  and  under  (P), 
But  the  child  was  removed  out  of  the  reach  of  thofe  af- 
faffins ;  his  parents  having  been  timely  forewarned  of  He- 
rod's bloody  defign^  had  withdrawn  themfelves  into  Egypt, 
whence  he  was  not  recalled  till  after  the  death  of  the  ty- 
rant ;  when,  upon  their  return,  fesring  ftill  fome  farther 
attempt  from  his  fucceffor  Archelaus,  they  turned  off  into 
Galilee,  and  repaired  to  their  old  habitation  at  Nazareth. 

Soon  after  this  maffacre  at  Bethlehem,  Antipater  arrived  AntipaUr*i 
at  Sebafte,  and  from  thence  went  direftly  to  Jerufalem,  arrwoL 
where  Herod  had  fo  clofely  concealed  his  defigns  concern- 
ing him,  that  he  made  no  hefitation  to  offer  himfelf  at  the 
gates  of  the  palace.  They  were  immediately  opened  to 
him ;  but,  upon  his  entering,  they  were  ftiut  again  to  all 
his  retinue.  Upon  his  being  introduced  to  the  king,  he 
Went  to  throw  himfelf  at  his  feet,  and  to  embrace  his 
knees ;  but  met  with  a  ftern  repulfe,  and  was  immediately 
arrefted.  •  When  he  afked  the  reafon  of  this  fevere  treat- 
ment, he  was  upbraided  with  the  death  of  his  brothers, 
and  referred  over  to  Varus,  by  whom  he  (hould  be  judged 

p  Ibid*  cap.  7»  fub  init. 

(P)  It  it  fbmething  furprif*    ra6ter,  fhould  yet  have  omitted 
ing,  that  Tofephus,  who  was    fuch  a  material  occurrence. 
Itcvcf  fpanng  of  Herod's  cha« 

'  on 
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Hh  trial    on  the  very  pext  day  (Q  ).    Antipater  was  accordingly 
fortrgafiM.  brought  the  next monungBefore  him,  and  a  numerous  a(^ 
fembiy>   whom  Herod  had  convened  for. that  purpofe. 
Upon  his  firft  appearing,  he  threw  himfelf  upon  his  knees» 
Herod's       ^^^  hegged  that  they  would  not  condemn  him  unheard. 
bittir  com-  Herod,  who  was  alfo  prefent)  bade  him  (land  up.    Then 
flatMt  a-     upbraided  the  prifoner  with  his  fecret  deGgns  of  poifoning 
gaiM/  Aim*  jjjjj^^  j^^j  unravelled  the  whole  confpiracy  lately  difco- 
vered,  appealing  for  the  truth  of  it  to  his  relations  and 
friendS)  and  other  evidences,  whom  he  had  alfo  fummoned 
tjD  prove  his  accufations^  the  laft  of  which,  and  that  which 
be  vented  with  the  greateft  vehemence,  was  the  death  of 
his  two  brave  fons,  **  Of  whom,"  faid  he,  addrei&ng  him^ 
£elf  to  Antipater,  '^  thou  hail  been  but  the  too  unnatural 
follower,  if  they  were  guilty  ^  and  the  bafe  murderer,  if 
they  were  innocent."    His  exccffive  grief,  attended  with 
a  flood  of  tears,  which  he  could  not  refrain  at  naming  of 
thofe  two  unhappy  princes,  obliged  him  to  Hop  ihort,  and 
to  beckon  to  Nicholas  Damafcen  to  proceed  with  the  trial. 
Ws  ife-  Antipater,  in  order  to  anticipate  Damafcen,  began  to 

fnui*         plead  his  own  caufe.    He  expatiated  on  the  little  Ukeli* 
hood  there  was  that  he  (hould  harbour  thoughts  of  fuch 
a  horrid  parricide,  efpecially  after  the  dreadful  punifh- 
ment  of  his  two  brothers  for  the  like  attempt ;  and  he 
/•vtf/f-       loudly  complained  of  the  malice  of  his  enemies.    But  Da« 
dated.        mafcen  being  at  length  permitted  to  fpeak,  gave  fuch  fa- 
tisfa£lory  evidence  to  the  court,  that  there  could  be  no 
room  left  to  doubt  of  his  being  guilty.    Varus  however 
told  Antipater  for  the  laft  time,  that  if  he  had  any  thing 
.    to  reply  with  a  view  to  invalidate  the  proofs,  he  might 
now  freely  fpeak,  feeing  it  was  Herod's  and  his  own  ear* 
neft  defire,  that  he  might  prove  himfelf  innocent.     Anti- 
pater, for  want  of  better  evidence,  had  recourfe  to  oaths  and 
bitter  curfes,  which  he  plentifully  imprecated  on  himfelf, 
if  he  were  guilty ;  but  this  being  the  ufual  refuge  of  the 
bl'ackeft  criminals,  the  prefident,  to  bring  the  trial  to  a 
fair  ifTue,  ordered  feme  of  the  poifon  which  had  been 
mentioned  in  the  evidence,  to  be  brought,  and  given  to  a 
condemned  perfon  before  the  court ;  this  experiment  being 
tried,  the  man  died  almoft  as  foon  as  he  had  taken  it* 

(QJ)  Quintilius  Varus  had  len),topay  avifittoHerod,  and 
fucceeded  Sextus  Saturninus  in  was  thereupon  delired  by  that 
the  government  of  Syria,  and  monarch,  that  he  would  prefide 
being  arrived  at  that  province,  as  judge  at  the  trial  of  his  re- 
was  juft  then  come  to  Jerufa-  bellious  and  unnacurd  ibn. 

Varus 


i 

k 
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Varus  immediately  left  the  court  and  Judaea  to  return  He  h  caft. 
to  Antioch,  without  declaring  his  x»pinion  to  any  but 
to  Herod,  who  ordered  his  fon  to  be  ihut  up  in  prifon, 
andfent  letters  to  Auguftus  to  acquaint  him  with  the  whole 
trial,  charging  at  the  fame  time  the  meffenger  to  give  that 
emperor  all  the  farther  particulars  of  it  by  word  of  mouth''. 

After  this  tranfaftion  another  difcovery  was  made,  by  iV>w  dif" 
an  intercepted  letter  from  Antiphilus,  then  in  Egypt,  di-  coteries  tf 
xeftcd  to  Antipatef,   to  the  following  effeft :    "  I  have  -^^^P^^^ 
fent  you  Achme's  letter  (R) :  you  know  what  rifle  I  run  ^^^*^J^^ 
by  fo  doing,  fince  I  lay  myfelf  at  the  mercy  of  two  mod 
potent  families,  my  inveterate  enemies.    It  concerns  you 
therefore  to  look  to  it,  that  nothing  mifcarry."    The  btt- 
fincfs  was  to  find  this  letter  of  Achme  j  and  the  meffenger 
pretended  to  be  ignorant  of  any  other,  except  that  above 
mentioned.     At  length,  upon  clofer  fearch,  another  was 
found  fe^jved  in  the  lining  of  his  garment,  couched  in  thefe 
terms :  *^  Achme  to  Antipater :  I  have  written  to  your  fa- 
ther, according  to  your  dirediion,  and  have  inclofed  ill 
die  packet  the  forged  letter  from  Salome  to  the  empfeft 
my  miftrefs  ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  the  king*  upon  reading 
of  it,  will  put  her  to  death  as  a  traitrefs."      This  pre- 
tended letter  of  Salome  was  contrived  by  Antipater,  and 
dreffed  up  by  Achme,  who  wrote  to  the  king  as  follows  : 
•*  Achme  to  king  Herod :  Out  of  a  defirc  I  have  to  ferve 
you,   by  acquainting  you  with  any  thing  that  concerns 
your  fafety,  I  have  herewith  fent  you  a  letter  of  Salome 
to  the  emprefs  my  miftrefs,  in  which  Ihe  defires  her  leave 
to  marry  Syllaeus  (S).     Pray  tear  it  as  foon  as  read,  fince 
the  difcovery  of  it  would  coft  me  my  head."     Herod,  Confrouud 
upon  reading  and  comparing  the  whole,  caufed  his  fon  to  by  Herod, 
be  brought  before  him,  bound  as  he  was,  and  fliewed 
him  the  letters;  and  at  the  fame  time  afked  him,  what 
he  had  to  anfwer  for  himfelf.     Antipater  at  fight  of  them, 
was  thunderftruck,  and  could  not  utter  a  word  ;  and,  upon 
its  being  infifted  on,  that  he  ihould  name  his  accomplices, 

he  only  mentioned  Antiphilus.    Salome^  who  was  exceed-  Salome  a^ 

cufed, 

9  Antlq.  lib.  xvii.  cap.  7. 

(R)  This  Achme  was  by  na-        (S)  Syllaeus  was  a  Nabathe- 

tion,  a  Jewels,  in  the  fcrvice  an,  and  Herod's  fworn  enemy ; 

of  Julia,  Auguftus*s  wife ;  but  and  was  foon  after  beheaded  at 

had  been  corrupted  by  Antipa-  Rome,    for  betraying   JEX\m% 

ter  vnth  large  fums,  to  contnve  Gsllus  into  the  Arabian  expe*> 

this  plot  againd  his  father,  aud  dinon,    and  for    fome  other 

bis  aunt  Salome.-  crimes. 

ingly 
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ingly  alarmed  at  this  attempt  againfther,  after  having  pro- 
tefted  her  innocence,  with  dire  imprecations,  ftrenuoufly 
infifted  upon  the  traitor's  being  executed  without  delay- 
Herod,  on  the  other  fide,  was  inclined,  at  firft,  to  have 
fcnt  him  to  Rome,  to  be  tried  before  Cxfar ;  but,  fear- 
ing, upon  fecond  thoughts,  left  he  fhould  cither  be  ref- 
cued  by  the  way,  or  acquitted  by  his  friends  in  Italy,  he 
contented  himfelf  with  fending  a  full  account  to  the  em- 
peror, together  with  the  intercepted  letters ;  and  remand- 
ed his  fon  to  prifon  '. 

Whilft  his  ambaffadors  were  on  the  road  to  Rome,  He- 
rod, worn  out  with  age,  (icknefs,  and  numberlefs  cares 
and  inquietudes,  fell  into  a  violent  difeafe,  which,  added 
to  all  his  other  misfortunes,  rendered  him  fo  morofe  and 
choleric,  that  he  became  a  burden  to  himfelf,  and  a  ter- 
ror to  all  his  attendants.  Finding  his  end  approaching, 
he  made  his  will,  by  which  he  appointed  his  youngeft 
fon  his  heir  and  fuccefibr.  He  bequeathed  in  legacies,  a 
thoufand  talents  to  Auguftus,  five  hundred  to  his  em- 
prefs,  and  left  a  confiderable  fortune  to  the  unworthy  Sa- 
lome. 'JThe  reft  of  his  eftate,  lands,  revenues,  and  money, 
he  divided  among  his  children  and  grand-children* 

But,  if  he  was  capable  of  receiving  any  real  fatisfaflion 
from  this  difpofal  of  bis  crown  and  wealth  according  to 
his  indlination,  it  was  foon  after  foured  by  a  feditious  tu- 
mult, which  was  raifed  about  this  time  by  Judas  the  fon 
of  Sariphaeus,  and  Matthias  the  fon  of  Margolothus,  two 
Jewifli  do6iors,  equally  eminent  for  their  learning  and 
piety.  Thefe  men,  at  the  pleafing  news  of  his  being 
given  over,  unhappily  perfuaded  a  number  of  their  di£ 
ciples  to  pull  down  all  the  ftru£l:ures  which  that  monarch 
had  built,  contrary  to  their  laws.  Thefe,  with  their  two 
mafters  at  their  head,  having  heard  a  report  about  the 
middle  of  the  day,  that  Herod  was  adually  dead,  went 
immediately  to  the  temple-gate,  over  which  he  had  fet  up 
a  golden  eagle  of  exquifite  workmanihip  ;  and  began  their 
pious  work  with  pulling  it  down,  and  breaking  it  into 
pieces  with  axes  and  hammers.  The  king's  commander 
^fiuea,  in  chief  ran  immediately  to  the  place  with  a  body  of  troops, 
and  was  agreeably  furprifed  to  find  it  only  a  mob  of  youths, 
who  immediately  difperfed  at  his  arrival.  Only  forty  of 
them,  with  their  two  chiefs,  proving  intrepid  enough  to 
ftand  their  ground,  were  immediately  feized,  and  brought 
to  the  dying  king.    Upon  their  being  afked  what  motive 


J  tumult 
im  tki  citjft 
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had  induced  them  to  fuch  an  attempt  on  the  temple,  they 
boldly  anfweredi  that  they  had  long  fince  refolved  upon        .  . 
it ;  and  that  it  was  their  only  grief,  that  they  had  deferred  ^^^'j^/*' 
it  fo  long.     They  added,  that  they  neither  feared  his  an-  before 
ger,  nor  any  punifhment  he  could  iniiidi  on  them,  fince  lUrod. 
what  they  had  done,  was  in  obedience  to  their  law,  and 
from  a  pure  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God. 

This  affront  having  raifed,  in  fome  meafure,  his  droop- 
ing fpirits,  he  ordered  them  to  be  fent  in  chains  to  Jericho, 
whither  he  alfo  caufed  himfelf  to  be  conveyed, in  a  litter. 
There  he  aflembled  the  principal  men  of  the  Jews,  and,  Herod's 
in  a  fpeech,  reminded  them  of  the   great  and  glorious  ^^f"^J^ 
things  he  had  done  for  them,  and  of  the  fumptuous  edi-  f,lya/ji^ 
fices  he  had  reared  to  the  glory  of  God,  during  his  whole  rkho. 
reign.     He  faid  he  expe£led  by  thofe  works  to  have  en- 
deared both  his  perfon  and  memory  to  the  whole  nation ; 
but  that,  to  his  great  grief,  he  found  it  quite  the  reverfe, 
fince  they  had  dared,  even  during  his  life,  and  in  the  face 
of  the  fun,  to  offer  fuch  an  affront  to  him  j    and  not  to 
him  only,  but  much  more  to  God,  to  whom  that  golden 
ornament  had  been  dedicated;    fo  that  they  had  even 
turned  their  malice   into  open  facrilege.      The  affembly 
being  afraid  to  roufe  his  cruelty  too  far,  by  reprefenting 
that  the  dedication  of  fuch  an  image  was  contrary  to  the 
fecond  commandment,   only  declared  the  fa£b,  and  ac- 
knowleged  that  the  perpetrators  deferved  condign  punifh- 
ment.    Herod,  fomewhat  foftened  by  this  anfwer,  con- 
tented himfelf  with  depofing  the  high-prieft  Mattathias, 
whom  he  fufpefled  to  have  been  a  private  encourager  of 
the  tumult,  and  giving  that  dignity  to  his  brother  Joazar; 
then  caufing  Matthias  the  ringleader,    and  the  refl  of  ^^^f' , 
the  prifoners,  to  be  burnt  alive,  he  forgave  all  the  reft  ••    ^^f^ 

This  indignity^,  however,  gave  him  reafon  enough  to 
think  what  kind  of  mourning  the  Jewifh  nation  was  like 
to  make  at  his  death.  As  his  difeafe  became  more  and 
wore  loathfome  and  intolerable  (T),  and  made  him  ftill 

,    more 

'  Antiq.  ubi  fupra,  cap.  9»  ' 

(T)  This  difeafe,  which  Jo-  here.    However,  thelcbg,  fHU 

fephus  doth  not  fcruple  to  call  flattering  himfelf  with  the  hope 

%  judicial  one,  was  fo  compli-  of  a  cure,  fent  for  phyficiftDS 

caced,  and  attended  with  fuch  from   all  parts,  who,   having 

fiaufeous  and  frightful  fymp-  tried  their  art  in  vain,  advifed 

toms,    that    our   readers  will  him  at  length  to  the  hot  wa-« 

fpare  us  the  repetition  of  them  ters  of  Callirhoe,  on  the  other 

fide 
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more  defperate  and  inhuman,  he  meditated  fuch  i 
horrid  expedient^  to  prevent  their  rejoicing  at  his  death^ 
as  fcarcely  ever  entered  into  the  heart  of  any  tyrant. 
He  iflued  his  fummons  for  the  chief  Jews  to  repair  to 
Jericho  on  a  certain  day,  under  pain  lof  death ;  upon 
their  arrival,  he  cH-dered  them  all  to  ^  fliut  up  in  the  cir- 
cus :  and  having  fent  for  his  (ifter  Salome,  and  her  huf- 
band  Alexas,  gave  them  ftrifl  charge  to  have  the  prifoners 
butchered  as  foon  as  the  breath  fhould  have  left  his  body. 
About  this  time  his  meflengers  returned  from  Rome,  with 
Auguftus's  approbation  of  Antipater's  fentence,  and  the 
news  that  Achme  had  been  there  put  to.  death  for  her 
treachery.  Herod  could  not  but  feel  a  fenfible  joy  at  it, 
in  fpite  of  all  his  tortures ;  and,  finding  himfelf  at  that 
time  very  hungry,  called  for  an  apple  and  a  knife ;  but 
liis  pains  increafing  that  inftant,  and  he  effaying  to  put  an 
•end  to  them  with  the  knife,  a  grandfonof  his,  who  tried 
to  flop  his  hand,  uttered  a  loud  Ihriek,  which  alarmed  the 
court,  and  made  every  body  without  believe  that  he  was 
dead.  The  report  of  his  deceafe  foon  reached  Antipater's 
prifon,  who  exprefled  fuch  joy  at  the  news,  as  haftened 
his  execution  ;  for  his  gaoler  having  acquainted  the  king 
Antlpaiir  with  it,  Herod  was  fo  incenfed,  that  he  difpatched  ontm 
futtodtath.  his  guards  on  the  very  inftant  to  put  him  to  death  *.  He 
outlived  his  fon  but  five  days,  during  which,  he  altered 
his  will.  He  left  his  kingdom  to  Archelaus,  made  Anti- 
pas  tetrarch  of  Galilee  and  Perea;  and  bequeathed  to 
Philip  the  regions  of  Trachonitis,  Gaulon,  Batanea,  and 
.  Panias,  which  he  erefted  likewife  into  a  teti-archy.  To 
Salome,  befides  fifty  thoufand  pieces  in  money,  he  gave 
the  cities  of  Jamnia,  Azotus,  and  Phafaelis,  with  fome 
Herod's  confiderable  legacies  to  his  other  relations*  He  died  in 
death.  the  feventieth  year  of  his  age,  the  thirty-feventh  after  his 
advancement  to  the  Jewifh  crown,  and  the  thirty-fourth 
lifter  the  expulfion  and  death  of  Antigonus  ^. 

t  Antiq.  lib.  xvii.  cap.  9,  ad  fin.  «  Ibid,  cap*  x.  fubinit. 

fide    Jordan,     which     empty  outcries  of  his  attendants.    It 

themfelves    in    the  lake  Af-  was  then  that  he  firfl  began  to 

phaltes.    Upon  his  going  thi-  think    his    diieafe   incurable ; 

ther,  he  was  ordered  to  be  fet  upon  which,    he  appointed  a 

in  a  veilel  of  oil  up  to  the  neck,  donative  ^f  fiixy  drachms  -per 

which,     inftead    of   relieving  head  -to  all  his  (bldiers,  ^aod 

htm,  threw  him  into  a  faint-  proportionably  to  hisofl^ers; 

ing  fit,  out  of  which  he  was  and  ordered  himfelf 'to  be -coo* 

vitb  diiiiculty  brought,  by  the  veyed  to  Jerichx). 

Salomt 
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Salome  and  Alexas,  in  fpite  of  all  the  oaths  and  protcf-      A.  D. 
tations  their  tyrannic  brother  had  extorted  from  them  at         i- 
bis  death,  were  fo  Far  from  executing  his  laft  inhuman  ®^^'  *^"^ff* 
orders,  that  they  even  ftrove  to  fmother  the  (hameful  fe-     ^^*  ^' 
cret  from  the  nation.  To  this  end  they  went  immediatelyt 
after  his  death,  to  the  hippodrome,  where  the  principal 
Jews  weire  detained,  caufed  the  gates  to  be  flung  open,  ^0  impri^ 
and  declared  to  them,  that  it  was  the  king's  order  diey  fi^'^  ^^'V^ 
(hould  all  depart  to  their  refpeflive  homes,  he  having  no  ^^^^^f^^^ 
further  occafion  for  their  prefence :  then,  and  not  till 
then,  they  publiflied  the  news  of  the  king's  deceafe.  They 
now  fummoned  the  chief  ofllcers  and  foldiery  to  the  am- 
phitheatre at  Jericho,  and  read  to  thenx  a  letter  from  the 
deceafed  king,  in  which  he  thanked  them  for  their  paft 
fervices  and  fidelity  to  him,  and  defired  them  to  (hew  the 
fame  to  his  fon  Archelaus,  whom  he  had  appointed  his 
fucceflbr.     His  laft  will  was  read  at  the  fame  time,  by  Archetaut 
Ptolemy,  the  keeper  of  the  royal  feal,  in  which  there  was  proclaimeJ^ 
this  remarkable  claufe,   **  That  it  was  to  be  of  no  force 
till  ratified  by  Csefar."   The  audience,  however,  taking  it 
for  granted,  that  the  emperor  would  not  fail  to  confirm 
it,  {housed  aloud,  "Long  live  king  Archelaus  !"  and  both 
officers  and  foldiers  promifed  him  the  fame  allegiance  and 
attachment  which  they  had  fhewn  to  his  father. 

The  new  king,  to  (hew  his  gratitude  to  his  predeceffor,  Hertats 
began  with  preparing  a  funeral  anfwerable  to  his  greatnefs  fiatelyfw 
and  dignity.     His  body  was  laid  on  a  fumptuous  litter,  »'''«'• 
enriched  with  variety  of  precious  ftones,  having  the  royal 
crown  on  his  head,  and  holding  the  fceptre  in,  his  hand. 
His  fons  and  grandfons,  his  fifter  and  her  hufband,  ac- 
companied with  the  reft  of  his  relations,  marched  by  the 
fide  of  the  corpfe,  and  were  followed  by  all  his  officers, 
both  civil  and  military,  according  to  their  rank.     Among 
the  latter,  his  guards  led  the  van  ;  then  came  the  Thra- 
cians,  next  the,  Germans,  and  laft,  the  Gauls  or  Gala-'    <• 
tians ;  all  of  them  armed,  in  order  of  battle..    The  pro- 
ceffion  was  clofed  with  five  hundred  of  the  king's  domet* 
tics,  fcattering  aromatic  perfumes.    The  whole  proceeded 
to  his  caftle  of  Herodion,  about  eight  ftadia,  or  one  thou- 
fand  paces  diftant  from  Jericho,  where  they  depofited  hhs    . 
remains,  according  to  his  will  \     They  returned  from 
thence  to  Jerufalem,  where  Archelaus  having  finifhed  the 
feven  days  mourning* for  his  father,  according  to  the  Jewifli 
eufiom,  gave  the  people  a  magnificent  feaft.    He  went 

%  Jofeph.  Antiq.  ubi  fupra,  &  Bel)  Jud.  lib.  i.  cap«  \Xu   ' 
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Arckilaus's  "^^  *^  ^^  temple,  cloathed  in  wl^ite,  and,  being  there 

fieichto      feated  on  his  throne,    gave   the   people  thanks  for  the 

ihejiwsf    zeal  they  expreficd  for  him;  but  added,  that  he  would 

not  aflume  the  title  of  king,  till  it  ihould  be  confirmed  to 

him  by  Auguftus.    He  concluded  with  aiTuring  them, 

that  his  chief  care  and  ftudy  ihould  be  to  deferve  the 

love  they  had  fo  unanimoufly  tellified  for  him>  and  to 

make  his  reign  more  eafy  and  happy  than  that  of.  his  fa^ 

V'^^^l^   ther  had  proved  to  the  Jewifli  nation.     This  fpeech  was 

^W      "  i-eccived  with  loud  acclamations  j   after  which,  they  be^ 

gan  to  try  the  fincerity  of  it,  by  a  number  of  petitions 

fuitable  to  their  different  exigencies*    Some  begged  for  an 

alleviation  of  their  tribute,  others  for  the  total  abolition 

of  the  cuftoms,  others  again  for  the  releafe  of  prifoners; 

all  which  were  readily  granted  at  this  lucky  jun£lure, 

Archelaus  not  thinking  it  advifeable  to  exafperate  them  by 

a  denial.    The  whole  ceremony  was  concluded  with  £ait- 

able  facriiices,  and  a  fumptuous  entertainment. 

A  new  tu"       The  Jews,  however,  foon  refumed  their  rebellious  dif- 

multraifedo  pofition,  in  fpite  of  all  thcfe  grants.    Next  day,  a  number 

of  malcontents,  who  had  been  for  fome  time  holding  fe- 

cret  cabals  for  railing  new  mutinies,  broke  out  in  open 

revolt.    For  want  of  a  more  plaufible  pretence,  they  came 

beating  their  breafts,  bewailing  the  death  of  Matthias, 

and  others  of  his  accomplices,  who  had  been  burnt  for 

pulling  down  the  golden  eagle ;    and  demanded  juftice 

againfl:  thofe  friends  of  the  deceafed  king,  who  had  been 

concerned  in  their  death ;  particularly  they  deGred,  that 

the  high-priefthood  might  be  taken  from  Joazar,  to  whom 

it  had  been  given  upon  that  ocqafion.     This  unexpe£led 

indignity  failed  not  to  exafperate  the  new  king ;  but  as  he 

was  upon  the  point  of  departing  for  Rome,  and  unwilling 

either  to  have  his  journey  ftopped  by  this  tumult,  or  to 

ga  away  before  it  was  quelled,  he  fent  his  mjifter  of  the 

*rhe  mafi^  horfe,  to  appeafe  them  by  fair  words,  and  to  remind  them, 

•/  the         that  the  king  would  do  nothing  till  he  was  confirmed  by 

/•T^V^'       the  emperor  ;  but,  before  that  officer  could  utter  a  wordy 

•'"  ^'  •  they  attacked  him  with  vollies  of  ftones,  fo  that  he  was> 

forced  to  withdraw.     The  king  fent  others  on  the  fame 

errand,  and  they  met  with  the  fame  reception  \  infomucb 

that  every  thing  feemed  tending  to  open  rebellion.     By 

this  time  the  feaft  of  the  PafTover  had  brought  a  great  con- 

courfe  of  people  from  all  parts  to  Jerufelem  ;  during  which 

folemnity,  the  malcontents,  never  ftirred  from  the  temple, 

but  chofe  to  beg  for  fubfiflcnce  of  the  comers,  rather  than 

leave 
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leave  the  place,  or  intermit  their  godly  work,  till  they 
were  driven  from  it  by  force  y. 

Archelaus,  who  juftly  feared  thefe  mutineers  would  thimutu 
fprcad  the  infeftion  among  the  multitudes  that  repaired  to  ^'f^^  ^if* 
the  feaft,  fent  an  officer  at  the  head  of  fome  troops/  with  t^^fi^ 
cxprefs  orders,  either  to  difperfe  them,  or  to  fcize  fuch 
as  fliould  continue  obftinate. .  This  detachment  was  im- 
mediately attacked  hy  the  infurgents,  reinforced  by  a  great 
number  of  ftrangers,  whom  their  outcries  had  infpired 
with  the  fame  rebellious  fpirit :  a  bloody  encounter  fol- 
lowed, in  \^hich  moft  of  the  foldiers  were  killed  upon  the 
fpot,  and  the  officer  terribly  wounded,  who  narrowly 
efcaped  with  his  life.  This  frefli  indignity  oblige'd,  at 
length,  Archelaus  to  fend  his  whole  army  againft  them^ 
with  orders  to  his  cavalry  to  kill  all  that  came  out  of  the 
temple.  After  another  obftinate  fight,  in  which  three 
thoufand  of  the  rebels  were^  killed,  the  reft  were  put  to 
flight,  and  betook  themfelves  to  the  mountains  ;  upon 
which  the  king  publifhed  an  order  for  all  ftrangers  to  de- 
part to  their  own  homes,  by  which  means  an  end  was  put 
to  the  pafchal  folemnity  for  that  year,  the  rebellion  fii- 
fpended  for  fome  time,  and  Archelaus  left  at  liberty  to  ' 
prepare  for  his  journey  to  Rome  '•  He  fet  out  accordingly, 
leaving  the  government  of  the  kingdom  to  his  brother 
Philip,  and  took  with  him  his  mother  Mattace,  by  nation 
a  Samaritan,  Nicolas  Damafcen,  an  old  counfellor  of  his 
father,  and  a  great  number  of  other  friends.  He  was 
likewife  accompanied^by  his  aunt  Salome,  with  her  chil- 
dren, and  fome  other  relations,  who  pretended  to  affift 
him  with  their  intereft  at  the  Auguftan  court,  though 
their  real  defign  was  to  obftruft  his  confirmation,  and  to 
accufe  him  to  the  emperor  of  the  maflacre  of  his  fubjefts 
lately  committed  in  the  temple. 

At  Cafarea,  he  was  met  by  Sabinus,  the  intendant  of  drchlaMP 
Syria,  who  was  haftening  into  Judaea,  to  receive  the  rich  C^'^  ^* 
legacies  which  Herod  had  bequeathed  to  the  emperor. 
He  had,  however,  been  diffiiaded  by  Varus,  in  his  way 
thither,  from  undertaking  any  thing  farther,  till  the  em- 
peror's will  was  known,  and  Archelaus  confirmed  in  his 
kingdom ;  fo  that  he  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  ftay  in 
that  city  till  he  received  further  orders  from  Rome.  He 
tarried,  however^  no  longer  there  than  till  Varus  was  re- 
turned to  Antioch,  his  capital ;  then  he  repaired  to  Jeru- 

^  r  Antiq.iibi  fapra.    Bell.  }ud.  lib.ii.  cap.  u  *  Antiq« 

ibid.  cap.  II.     BelK  Jud,  ubi  fupra. 
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farlem,.  lodged  at  the  royal  palace,  and  fummonecf  tKil 
king's  treafurers  to  put  him  in  pofleffion  of  thofe  treafures  v* 
but,  as  they  had  orders  froifi  Archelaus,  not  to  part  witfe 
them  till  his  return,  they  refufed  to  deliver  them  to  Sa- 
binus  J  alleging,  they  would  preferve  them  for  Auguftus^ 
till  they  received  further  direftions  from  their  fovereign. 
By  this  time  Archelaus,  and  his  retinue,  were  arrived  at 
Rome.  Among  thofe,  whom  the  fubtle  Salome  ha<J 
Antipas  op*  brought  with  her  to  oppofe  his  eleilion,  wass  Antipas^ 
fo/es  him,  ^^other  of  Herod's  fons,  whom  that  monarch  had  ap- 
pointed his  fuccelTor  by  his  firft  will,  and  whom  fhe  de-^ 
ligned  to  fet  up  againfl:  his  brother,  under  pretencei'  that 
the  firft  will  was  of  greater  validity  than  his  fecond. 

There  was  ftill  another  circumftance  which  very  niuch 
Weakened  the  intereft  of  Archelaus,  namely,  his  treafurers 
refufing  to  deliver  up  Herod's  legacies  ,to  Sabinus ;  of 
which  refufal  both  he  and  Vagis  had  taken  care  to  inform 
the  Roman  court*  Archelaus  was  therefore  forced,  in, 
his  own  vindication,  to  prefent  a  memorial  to  the  emperor, 
in  v.^hich  he  exhibited  his  title  to  the  crown,  the  particu-' 
laxs  of  Herod's  laft  will,  together  with  an  inventory  of  the 
treafure  which  that  monarch  had  left  behind  him,  to  which 
he  Hkewife  added  his  royal  fignet  with  which  that  will  was 
•  fealed.  This  memorial  was  foon  fallowed  by  another 
from  Antipas,  in  wliich  were  difplayed  fuch  allegations-' 
as  were  moft  likely  to  invalidate  Herod's  laft  will,  and  his 
brother's  title.  Augiiftus  having  perufed  the  writings  on 
both  fides,  fummoned  a  council  of  his  friends,  to  examine 
their  refpe<3:ive  claims  ;  and  Caius,  the  fon  of.Agrippa,  by 
Antipater*s  his  adopted  daughter  Julia,  fat  as  prefident  *.  Antipater, 
fpeech  the  fon  of  Salome,  an  eloquent  fpeaker,  andfwom  eneriiy 
^^^y,  to  Archelaus,  opened  with  a  fpeech  full  of  the  bitterelt 
inveftives^  againft  him  ;  fucli  as  his  having  aflumed  the 
royal  title  and  authority,  without  the  emperor's  cohfent ; 
his  having  caufed  three  thoufand  Jews  to  be  maSacred  in 
the  temple  by  his  troops,  at  the  late  Pafibver  ifcftival ;  his 
having  difplaced  feveral  eminent  officers,  and  put  others  in 
their  room ;  his  having  prefumed  to  fit  on  the  royal  throne, 
heard  and  adjudged  caufes,  granted  confiderable  immu- 
nities, releafed  prifoners  by  his  own  aflumed  authority, 
and  in  the  quality  of  a  Jewifh  monarch.  He  likewife  ac- 
cufed  him  of  unnatural  difrefpcft  for  the  memory  of  his 
deceafed  father,  frbm  whom  he  had  received  fuch  fignal 
tokens  of  paternal  love,  and  of  having  fpeat  the  nig^c 

A  Idem.  ibid. 
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"wliich  followed  that  monarch's  death,  infuch  feaftmg 
and  intemperance,  as  was  like  to  have  raifed  a  fedition 
among  the  people,  who  could  not  behold  fuch  a  flagrant 
inftance  of  ingratitude,  without  ^  the  utmoft  deteftation. 
He  concluded  with  telling  the  court,   that  Herod,  who  £„j^a' 
beft  knew  the  oppofite  tempers  of  the  two  brothers,  had  voun  w 
not  fo  much  as  thought  of  appointing  him  his  fucccflbr,  fxphde 
whilft  he  enjoyed  his  health  and  fenfes ;  but  had  exprefly  ^Z^^^j 
named  Antipas  to  that  dignity.  -^ 

Damafcen,   in  behalf  of  Archelaus,   anfwered,  that,  Answered 
with  refpeft  to  the  pretended  maflacre  in   the  temple*,  b  ^'  ^^- 
ioothing  lefs  than  fevcrity  could  quell  the  alarming  fedition  ^^f^'^^ 
then  kindled ;  that  thofe  men  were  a  band  of  rebellious 
infurgents,  and  the  firft  aggreiTors,  not  only  in  r aifing  the 
tumult,  but  in  murdering  the  officers  whom  the  king  had 
fent  to  appeafe  them  by  the  mildeft  means ;  and  that  he 
lad  done  nothing  in  this,  or  in  any  other  inftance,  but 
by  the  advice  of  thofe  who  were  now  turned  his  accufers : 
that  as  to  the  alteration  which  Herod  made  in  his  will 
about  the  fucceffion,  he  being  in  his  perfect  fenfes  at  that 
time,   had  doubtlefs  very  good  reafons  for  what  he  did, 
and  might  probably  have  obferved  fomething  in  Antipas's 
behaviour  or  chara£i;er,  which  obliged  him  to  prefer  his 
brother ;  as  a  further  proof  that  he  had  altered  it  upon 
cooler  thoughts,  he  urged  his  fubmitting  the  validity  of 
it  to  the  emperor,  without  whofe  approbation  it  was  to 
be  of  no  force.     As  foon  as  he  had  made  an  end  of  fpeak-  Archelaud 
ing,  Archelaus  threw  himfelf  at  Auguftus's  feet  with  fuch  humbU  ht^ 
genuine  marks  of  giief  and  humility,  as  moved  his  com-  ^^^'^ur 
paDSon. .  Caefar  raifed  him  up,  pronounced  him  worthy  of  X*'^'   ^' 
the  Jewifh  crown,  and  promifed  to  do  nothing  contrary 
to  his  father's  will ;  then  he  difmiflTed  the  aflembly  with- 
out any  further  decifion,  defirous  to  take  fome  time  to 
confider,  whether  he  fliould  beftow  the  kingdom  folely 
upon  him,  or  divide  it  among  Herod's  children,  feeing 
they  all  applied  themfelves  alike  to  him  for  redrefs  ^ 

While  this  affair  was  in  agitation  at  Rome,  the  reftlefs  Anenuin- 
Jews  had  made  a  new  infurreftion  in  Jerufalem,  which  furre£ii»H 
was  however  fuppreffcd  by  Varus's  fpeedy  arrival  from  f '  3'^''*/^" 
Antioch,  and  the  punifliment  of  the  ringleaders.     On  his 
return  to  Antioch,  baving  left  Sabinus  with  a  Roman  le- 
gion to  keep  that  metropolis  in  awe,  this  general,  feeing  Sahinus's 
himfelf  fuperior  to  the  Jews,  made  an  attempt  upon  the  attempt  on 
£ortrefles  of  the  city,  and  the  treafurcs  of  the  Herpdian  ^^  Je'wtjb 
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family,  with  ^  defign  to  convert  tbem  to  his  own  ufo 
He  chofe  however  a  wrong  time  for  fuch  an  enterprizcii' 
The  Jews,,  who  came  flocking  thither  to  the  approaching 
fcaft  of  Pcntecoft^  not  perhaps  fo  much  out  of  devotion^ 
a6  1K>  oppofe  his  defirgnsy  divided  themfelves  into  three 
bodies,  one  of  which  befieged  him  and  hia  troops^  in  the 
royal  palace,,  whilft  the  other  tw&  poiiefTed  themfelves, 
the  one  of  the  hippodrome,  and  the  other  of  the  temple 
on  the  eaft  and  north  fides  of  re  ^  fe  tthat  he  was  incIefeJ 
tiJUs  ihi  on*  every  fide.  The  people  were  the  more  exafperatcd 
9r$0fnrj^.  skgainft  him,  becattfe  be  had  forced  his  way  into  the  trea- 
fury  of  the  temple,  and  brought  away  four  hundred  tar- 
lents,  befides  other  rich  plunder  which  his  foldiers  had 
carried  oflF,  in  fpite  of  all  their  oppofition^ 

Thefe  two  adtions  could  not  but  exafperate  the  Jewifb 
nation.  Whilft  one  part  was  taken  up  in  tihdermining 
the  palaccf  another  was  endeavouring  to  caufe  a  defec- 
tion from  the  Roman  general,  by  promiCng  an  amnefty, 
and  free  leave  to  march  off  unmolefted^  ta  as  many  as 
fliould  leave  the  place.  They  added  the  like  promife  td 
Sabinus,  upon  the  fame  conditions,  and  ^flured  the  Ro-* 
man  troops,  that  they  had  no  other  dfefign  in*  taking  up 
arms,  but  to  free  themfelves  from  the  tyrannic  yoke  of  the 
Herodian  family.  Sabinus  would^  have  gladly  embraced 
the  offer ;  but  the  injuries  he  had  done  the  Jews,  would 
not  permit  him  to  rely  on  their  promife,  fo  that  he  chofe 
father  to  wait  for  the  reinforcement  he  expefted  from 
Varus.  At  this  period,  new  troubles  were  raifed  in  other 
parts  of  Judaea  ;  among  others,  two  thoufand  valiant  ve- 
^  terans  of  the  late  king,  who  had  been  difcharged  from  the 
fervice,  aflembled  in  a  body,  and  fdl  upon  Archelaus'V 
forces,  commanded  by  his  nephew  Archiabus ;  but  this 
young  general,  knowing  them  to  be  experienced  foldiers> 
fecured  himfelf  as  well  as  he  could  in  fome  fortrefles> 
'  ai^d  other  places  of  difficiilt  accefs  ^. 
Mfedttkn  Ezechias,  captain  of  a  gang  of  banditti,  whom  Herod 
r^fediy  had  with  difficulty, apprehended  and  put  to  death,  left  a 
Shidas,  fon  named  Judas,  who  feeing  the  country  labouring  under 
a  kind  of  civil  war,  took  this  opportunity  to  revenge  his 
father's  death.  Having  cpllefted  a  band  of  the  moft  def- 
perate  free-hooters  at  Sephoris,  a  city  in  Galilee  **,  after 
feveral  incurfions  into  the  king*s  dominions^  he' forced  his: 
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^yny  iiito  tlic  royal  armoury,  where  he  equipped  his  men 
tap-a-pie,  and  from  thence  into  the  treafury  of  feveral 
other  places.  Being  thus  furniflied  with  men,  arms,  and 
money,  he  ftruclc  terror  into  the  whole  province,  and" 
plundered  all  the  open  country. 

He  w^as  not  the  only  perfon  that  aimed  at  the  crown  AJSuondif 
during  thefe  troublefome  times.  There  ftarted  up  another,  SitMon, 
named  Simeon,  a  perfon  of  a  comely  ftature,  ftrong  built, 
well  e-fteenied  by  the  Jews,  and  who  thought  himlelf  wor- 
thy of  the  royal  dignity.  He  had  been  employed  by  He- 
jod  in  affairs  of  great  importance.  As  foon  as  he  appeared 
at  the  head  of  a* party,  the  people  faluted  him  king  of  the  » 

Jews  ;  and  he,  to  fhew  his  zeal  againft  the  two  rival  fons 
of  his  late  mafter,  led  his  men  dire£Uy  to  Jericho,  where 
they  fet  fire  to  the  royal  palace.  He  projceeded  to  a£b  the 
ikme  part  in  other  places,  enriching  his  men  with  plun- 
der. But,  happily  for  that  country,  Gratus,  Arcbelaus's 
general,  or,  according  to  Tacitus  **,  Varus,  the  Syrian  go- 
vernor, fell  fuddenly  upon  them,  and,  whilft  they  fought 
with  more  coHrage  than  ikill,  defeated  them  entirely. 
Simeon  was  taken  in  his  flight,  in  fome  narrow  defile,  Drf/ai^d, 
and  being  brought  to  the  general,  had  his  head  imme-  *''^^'; 
diately  ftruck  off  C  Whilft  thefe  freebooters  were  plun-  ^^^''  \ 
dering  and  biiming  the  royal  palaces  in  one  part  of  the 
country,  another  gang  was  employ-ed  in  the  fame  manner 
elfewhere  \  particularly  at  Amatha  on  the  Jordan,  built 
probably  by  H^rod  for  the  conveniency  of  drinking  the 
hot  waters  for  which  that  city  was  famed  «. 

But  the  i^fioft  defperate  and  dangerous  of  all  thofe  fedi-  J  third  hj 
tious  ga.ugs  {for  they  ra^d  in  every  place  like^n  epidemic  ^thronges\ 
difeafe)  was  that  of  Athronges,    heretofore  an  obfcure 
ihepherd^  of  np  merit  but  what  he  challenged  from  his 
gigantic  ftature,  and  brutal  courage.     At  length,  after  Hhgang 
many  bloody  and  defperate  exploits,  the  mock  monarch  defiaudi 
fell  into  the  hands  of  Archelaus,  after  his  return  into  Ju- 
dxa.     One  of  his  brothers  was  taken  by  Gratus,  and  an- 
other by  Ptolcrifiy.     The  laft  of  them  furrendered  himfelf 
upon  good  conditions ;  and  the  whole  gang  was  difperfed. 
But  the  country  was  ftill  in  a  flame  from  frefh  infurTec- 
tions,  as  well  as  from  that  of  the  Jews  againft  Sabinus* 
whilft  the  Herodian  competitors  were  waiting  at  Rome 
for  the  emperor's  decifion. 

By  this  time  Varus,  apprifed  of  the  danger  Sabinus  and  '^'***' 
jhi^  legion  were  in,  took  the  route  to  Judaea,  at  the  head  ^abfnurs^ 
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of  his  other  two,  which  were  all  that  he  had  then  in  Syiu.^ 
with  four  troops  of  horfe,  and  fome  foot^  which  he  ha<i 
drawn  from  the  neighbouring  tetrarchs.     He  appointed 
their  rendezvous  at  Ptolemais,  where  he  received  foiire 
frefh  auxiliaries,  befides  fifteen  hundred  men.  which   the 
king  of  Arabia  fent  him  to  Berjrtus,  more  out  of  hatred  to 
the  Herodian  family,  than  love  to  the  Romans.    With 
part  of  his  army  Varus  marched  towards  Samaria,  whilft' 
the  reft,  under  the  command  of  his  fon,  made  an  inroad 
into  that  part  of  Galilee  which  was  neareft  to  Ptolemaisr. 
This  laft,  having  put  to  flight  all  that  oppofed  hiqi,  took 
Sephoris,  fold  all  the  inhabitants  by  au£^ion,  fet  fire  to 
that  noble  city,  and  reduced  it  to  a  heap  of  rubbiih.     His 
father,  on  the  other  hand,  pafled  by  Samaria,  becaufe  he 
heard,  that  it  had  no  concern  in  the  Jewiih  infurre6lions» 
and  marched  ftrait  to  Jerufalem.     In  his  way  he  fuffered 
his  Arabian  troops  to  plunder  and  burn  feveral  villages 
and  towns ;  fuch  as  Arus,  becaufe  it  belonged  to  Ptolemy, 
a  friend  of  {ierod  %  Sampho,  and  Emmaus ;  this  laft  in 
revenge  of  the  flaughter  which  Athronges  had  made  of  the 
Romans  near  that  place  ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  it,  fore^ 
feeing  the  ftorm,  had  withdrawn.     Mean  while  the  mu*- 
tineers  at  Jerufalem,  informed  of  the  approach  of  Varus, 
made  their  efcape ;  an4  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  afTuring 
.that  commander  that  the  authors  of  the  hoftilities  com* 
mitted  againft  the  Roman  legion  under  Sabinus,  were 
foreign  Jews  who  had  come  to  the  feftival,  his  anger  was 
appeafed.     Ncverthelefs,  refolving  to  make  a  fevere  ex- 
ample of  the  delinquents,  he  fent  detachments  in  fearch 
of  them  all  over  the  kingdom.     A  great  number  being 
found  and  brought  prifoners  to  Jerufalem,  he  ordered  two 
thoufand  of  them  to  be  crucified,  and  fet  the  reft  at  Ii« 
berty  (U).        ^  .  .  ; 

All  this  while  Archelaus  was  foliciting  the  emperor  to 
ratify  his  father's  will,  and  to  name  him  king  of  Judaea, 
Bat  a  deputation  arrived  from  Judsea,  confifting  of  fifty  of 
that  nation,  fent  to  oppofe  bis  election,  and  to  beg  of  the 


•  (U)  This  feverity.  did  not 
hinder  another  body  of  ten 
thoufand  from  taking  up  arms 
againft  him,  which  prevented 
his  difbanding  his  auxiliaries, 
as  he  had  defigned,  and  obliged 
him  to  fend  them  to  quell  this 
new  revolt.    It  was  eafily  fup- 


prefTed,  becaufe  the  enemy, 
inftead  of  making  a  vigoroui 
oppofitioo,  furi^ndered  at  dif- 
cretion.  Varus  forgave  th^ 
common  people,  and  contented 
himfelf  with  fending  their 
chiefs  bound  to  AuguftMS, 
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-emperor,  that  their  country  might  fie  made  part  of  the 
province  of  Syria,  and  fubjeft  to  the  governors  of  it,  with- 
out kingly  government.     They  were  feconded  by  above 
eight  thoufand  Jews  then  fettled  at  Rome ;  who  all  pro- 
fefled  an  averfion  to  a  kingly  government,  and  a  defire  of 
living  under  that  of  the  Ronians,  provided  they  might  be 
allovsred  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  and  laws.     Au- 
gtiftus  referred  the  matter  to  a  council  of  his  own  friends, 
whom  he  convened  at  the  temple  of  Apollo,  which  he  had 
lately  built,  and  where  both  fides  were  heard  in  their  turn* 
Here  the  Jewifli  ambafladors  began  with  inveighing  againft  Cofuplaint 
Herod,  who,   they  affirmed,   had  governed  their  nation  a^ahft 
like  a  tyrant,  violating  all  their  laws  both  facred  and  civil;  ^^''«^» 
impoveriihing  a  nation,  whom,  at  his  firft  acceffion  to  the 
crown,  be  had  found  rich  and  opulent;  facrificing  an  in- 
finite number  of  his  fcibje&s  either  to  his  ambition,  jea- 
Joufy,  or  refentment,  not  fparing  even  the  matrons  and  vir- 
gins of  dillinftion,  either  in  his  fury,  or  his  luft.     They 
faid,  notwithftanding   all   thefe  enormities,    they  would 
gladly  have  accepted  his  fon  Archelaus  for  their  prince,  aridAnkt^ 
had  he  not  given  them  fo  many  convincing  proofs  of  his  laus. 
•tyrannic  difpofition,  an  inftance  of  which  they  urged  in 
the  maflacrc  of  the  three  thoufarki   mutineers   in   the 
temple,  before  he  liad  received  the  imperial  confirmation. 
They  concluded  witli  a  petition  to  Auguftus,  that  he  would 
put  their  nation  under  the  Syrian  governors,  and  then  he 
would  foon  be  convinced  whether  the  Jews  were  really 
fach  rebdliouis  peopie  as  tUey  had  been  reprefented  to  him; 
and- not,  on  the  contrary,  men  of  the  mofl:  fteady  loyalty, 
to  the  fupcrior  powers.     All  this  remonftrance  was  imme- 
diately  anfwered  by  Damafcdn,  who  took  upon  him   to 
vindicate  the  deceafed,  as  well  as  the  new  king,  from  the 
charge  of  tyranny  and  cruelty;    and   Auguftus,   having 
heard  both  fides  thus  far,  difmiflfed  the  aflembly^  without 
declaring  his  refolution. 

At  length  he  decided  the  cont rover fy  in  fuch  a  manner,  Cafar^s  di* 
as  convinced  the  world  of  his  friendfliip  to  Herod,  and  to  tvijion  of 
his  offspring.     He  beftowed  the  half  of  the  kingdom  on  th  Jewi/k 
Archelaus,  under  the  title  of  ethnarch,  or  governor  of  a   ^i"^f°P* . 
nation  ;  with   a  promife  that  he  would  give  him  that  of  p^rt!^'*^^ 
king,  as  foon  as  he  heard,  that  he  had  rendered  himfelf 
)vortby  of  that  diftinftion.     This  ethnarcby  contained  Ju- 
daea Propria,  Idumaea,  and  Samaria;    b tit  he  exempted    * 
this  lad  from  one  fourth  part  of  their  taxes,  in  confidera- 
tiori  gf  their  peaceable  behaviour  during  the  late  troubles 
in  Judaea  and  GaJilec.     Jofephus  reckons  the  whole  yearly 
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revenue  of  this  new  ethnarchy,  at  fix  hundred  talents. 
The  remainder  of  Herod's  kingdom  was  divided  between 
his  other  two  fons  Philip  and  Antlpas;  the  former  of  whom 
had  the  regions  of  Batanea,  Trachonitis^  and  Aurinitis^ 
to  which  Caefar  added  that  part  of  Galilee  which  had  for- 
merly belonged  to  Zenodorus^  amounting  to  about  one 
hundred  talents  a  year.  The  latter  had  the  greateft  part 
of  Galilee,  and  the  countries  beyond  Jordan,  amounting 
to  two  hundred  talents  a  year.  Salome  had  for  her  (hare, 
befides  half  a  million  of  Ulver,  the  cities  of  Jamnia,  Azo- 
tus,  and  Phafaelis,  to  which  Auguilus  added  that  of  Afcar 
Ion.  The  reft  of  Herod's  legacies,  particularly  the  fifteen 
hundred  talents  which  he  had  bequeathed  to  Auguftus,  he  - 
gcneroufly  diftributed  among  his  other  relations,  nis  grand- 
ions,  and  two  virgin  daughters,  whom  he  married  to 
Pheroras's  fons,  refcrving  for  himfelf  only  a  few  of  his  move-» 
ables,.  not  fo  much  for  their  value,  as  from  regard  to  the 
memory  of  his  deceafed  friend  ^. 

This  new  divifion  of  the  Jewifh  kingdom,  was  fcarce 
/^''T^'Jk  fettled,  before  there  ftarted  up  a  new  pretender,  who 
tbt  crown*  m^^^^y  ^^^^  ^  numerous  party  after  him.  He  was  a  Jew, 
brougnt  up  at  Sidon,  and  fo  much  refembled  the  late  Alex- . 
ander,  Herod's  fon  by  Mariamne,  that  he  eafily  deceived 
not  only  the  bulk  of  the  Jews,  but  even  thofe  who  had  been 
acquainted  with  that  unfortunate  prince  (X).  Upon  this 
fuppofition,.  they  fpared  neither  pains,  coft,  nor  acclama- 
tions, to  render  his  entry  into  Rome  as  fplendid  as  poffi- 
ble.    The  Utter  or  chair  of  ftate  in  which  he  was  carried, 
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(X)  He  was  ailifted  in  this 
impoflure  by  an  artful  adven- 
turer, well  acouainted  with  all 
the  intrigues  01  Herod's  court, 
who,  finding  the  young  man 
capable  of  carrying  it  on  with 
great  likelihood  of  fuccefs,  ad- 
vifed  him  to  fet  about  it  imme- 
diately. Thefe  two  accordingly 
began  with  giving  out,  that  the 
two  young  princes,  Alexander 
and  Aridobulus,  whom  the 
Jews  fuppofed  to  have  been  put 
to  death,  purfuant  to  thqir  fa- 
ther's order,  had  been  preferv- 
ed  by  a  faithful  friend,  and  two 
other  perfons  fubftitutedin  their 


flead.  Thefe  two  went  firft  to 
Crete,  thence  to  Melos,  where, 
they  raifed  coniiderable  fums  of 
money  from  the  Jews  that  were, 
fettled  in  thofe  illands.  Having 
.  fucceeded  fo  well  at  their  firft 
fetting  out,  they  refolved  to  fail 
for  Rome;  and,  being  arrived 
at  Puteoli,  were  met  by  many 
of  the  Jews,  efpecially  by  thofq 
who  were  in  the  intercft  either 
of  the  Herodian,  or  of  the  Af- 
monean  families,  of  both  which 
they  looked  upon  hiini  as  the 
immediate  heir,  and  confe- 
qucntly  as  the  only  rightful 
kingof  the  Jews. 
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the  vaft  crowds*  that  accompanied  him,  and  the  reception  Hu grand 
he  met  with  at  every  pJace  he  came  to,  were  all  anfwer-  '^^^y  '«'* 
able  to  the  high  notion  they  had  conceived  of  his  quality.  '^^^'* 

When  he  arrived  Rome,  whither  the  reft  of  the  Jews 
flocked  In  crowds,  to  pay  their  homage  to  this  new-rifen 
ofispring  of  the  Afmonean  race,  Auguftus,  who  knew 
Herod  too  well,  to  believe  that  he  could  be  impofed  upon 
in  a  matter  of  fuch  importance,  fent  one  of  his  freed-men, 
named  Celadus,  formerly  a  companion  of  the  two  br6thers, 
to  bring  this  n^w  Alexander  to  his  prefence.  Celadus  ^^^'^T^^t^ 
was  as  eafiiy  impofed  upon  as  the  reft ;  but  Caefar,  who  ^^  '^^ 
examined  him  with  a  more  curious  and  unerring  eye,  foon 
difcovered  a  manifeft  deficiency  in  the  port  and  majefty 
of  this  upftart,  from  what  he  had  obfcrved  in  that  young 
prince,  befides  a  certain  callofity  in  his  hands,  whicn  con* 
vinced  him  of  the  cheat.  He  therefore  aiked  him  and  his 
inftrument,  what  was  become  of  hi§  brother ;  and  why 
he  did  not  likewife  come  and  make  out  his  claim  to  the 
}ewi{h  crown  ;  C^efar  was  readily  anfwered  by  both,  that  . 
Ariftobulus  ftaid  at  Cyprus  to  wait  the  iflue  of  this  jour- 
ney,  that,  if  one  of  the  fons  of  Mariamne  mifcarriedy  the 
other  might  be  preferved  to  keep  up  the  Afmonean  race 
and  title.  The  emperor,  however,  partly  by  threatSf  and 
partly  by  a  promife  of  fparing  his  life,  extorted  a  full  con- 
fellion  of  the  whole  impofture ; .  the  confequence  of  which 
was,  that  the  young  man  was  fent  to  the  gallies  ;  and  the  fumjbei* 
other,  who  had  been  the  contriver  of  'it,  was  condemned 
to  be  hanged.  As  for  the  Jews  who  had  aiHfted  them 
with  money,  Csefar  thought  their  lofs  and  difappointment 
a  fufficient  punifhment '. 

But  neither  the  diflike  which  the  Jews  had  fhewn  upoa      A.  D. 
this  occafion  to  the  Herodian  family,  nor  the  caution  which        s* 
Caefar  had  given  Archelaus,  proved  fufficient  to  keep  him  2^^*  ^^%* 
within  due  bounds.    He  no  fooner  returned  into  Judsea,     ^'^^  ^' 
than  he  began  to  betray  fome  marks  of  his  arbitrary  and 
vindiftive  temper  (Y). 

The 
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(Y)  He  began  with  the  depo-  repudiated  his  wife  Mariamne, 
fition  of  Jpazar  from  the  high-  and  married  Glaphyra,  the  wi- 
priefthood,  on  pretence  that  he  dow  of  his  brother  Alexander, 
had  iided  with  fome  of  the  late  contrary  to  the  Mofaic  law,  he- 
mutineers  ;  and  beftuwed  that  caufe  fhe  had  had  feveral  chil- 
dignity  on  Eleazar,  the  brother  dren  by  him,  and  had  been 
pfthc  depofed  pontiff.  He  next  married,    fince  her  firft  huf- 
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TTie  firft  years  of  Jiis  reign  proved  peaceable;  but  die 

people  at  length,  both  Jews  and  Samaritans,  being  tired 

with  his  tyrannical  behaviour,  joined  in  a  petition  to  Au^ 

guftus  again  ft  him-;  which  no  fooner  reached  the  empe-r 

Tor  than  he  fent  an  agent  into  Judaea,  without  any  letter, 

to  bring  the  Jewifli    ethnarch    to   Rome.      Archelaus» 

though  warned,  as  well  as  the  inceft,uous  Glaphyra,  by 

fome  portending  dreams,  mentioned  at  length  by  JofephnsS 

had  given  fo  little  attention  to  them,  that  C^efar's   mef- 

fenger  found  Archelaus  in  the  height  of  his  mirth^  when 

he  came  to  deliver  his  orders,  and  oblige  him  to  haften 

to  Rome.      Upon  their  arrival  there,    Auguflus,    with 

his  ufual  equanimity,  having  heard  both  the  charge  and 

the  defence,    condemned  Archelaus  to  be  banifhed   to 

the  city  of  Viennc,  in  Gaul,  or  Dauphine,  and  all  his 

goods  to  be  confifeatcd.     Judsea,  by  this  fentence,  being 

reduced  to  a  province  of  the  empire,  was  ordered  to  be 

taxed,   and  Cyrenius,    the  governor  of  Syria,  a  man  of 

corifular  dignity,  was  fent  thither  to  fee  the  edift  executed. 

This  commiffioner  having  fold  Archelaus's  palaces,  and 

feized  upon  all  his  treafure,  returned  to  Antioch,  leaving 

the  Jews  in  no  fmall  ferment  upon  the  account  of  this  new 

impofition '. 

Coponios,  the  Roman  general  of  horfe,  and  governor 
of  Judxa  under  Cyrenius,  had  accompanied  him  Jn  that 
expedition ;  and  his  prefence,  as  well  as  the  good  offices 
of  Joazar  the  high-prieftj(Z),  had,  for  fome  time,  kept 
the  nation  under  fome  reftraint,  until  Judas  the  Gaulonxte, 
and  one  Saducus,  a  turbulent  Pharifee,  kindled  the  flame 
anew.  This  incendiary  declaimed  againft  the  taxation  as 
llavifh,  idolatrous,  and  inconGftent  with  their  duty  to 
God,  the  only  fovereign  who  could  claim  any  homage  or 

^  Antiq.  »bi  fupra  U  Bell*  Jad.  lib.  it.  cap.  6*  l  Ibid, 


band*s  death,  to  Juba  king  of 
Mauritania.  He  depofed  foon 
after  the  new-inftalled  pontiff 
upon  fome  difgu^il^  and  railed 
Jefus,  the  fon  of  Sias,  to  that 
dignity, 

(Z)  Jofephus  has  forgot  tq 
tell  us  how  he  was  reinflalled 
into  this  dignity,  of  which  he 
had  been  deprived  by  Arche- 
laus fome  ypars  before,  to  make 


room  for  the  fon  of  Sias,tneDtir 
onedalittlehigher;  butitispro* 
bable  that,  after  that  prince*a 
banifhment,  Joazar  Toon  found 
means  to  recover  that  dignity 
under  the  Svrjan  governor  § 
and  this  roigDt  be  the  motive 
of  that  zeal  which  he  (liewed 
in  appea£bg  the  dtfcontente^ 
Jews. 

allegiance 
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allegiance  from  the  children  of  Abraham  (A).    The  war  Afamn$ 
being  thus  kindled  within  and  without,  was  followed  by  ^^P^fl^" 
a  grievous  famine,  and  this  by  a  peftilence ;    all  which     "^'' 
ended  at  length  in  the  total  riiin  of  that  Rebellious  and  un- 
happy nation. 

All  this  while  the  Samaritans  had  not  forgot  their  old  ^j^g  tempk 
grudge  againft  the  Jews,  though  they  had  been  ifo  long  polluted  bj 
quiet.    Cyrenius  was  fcarce  gone  out  of  Judsea,  before  they  '^  Sama* 
began  to  hatch  new  mifchiefs  againft  them  :  they  waited  till  ^^^^^ 
the  next  approaching  feaft  of  the  Paflbver,  on  the  eve  oi 
which  a  number  of  them,  having  privately  ftole  into  the 
temple,  ftrewed  the  galleries,  and  other  places  of  refbrt, 
with  dead  mens  bones,  fo  that  the   priefts  next  morning, 
finding  that  facred  place  polluted,  were  forced  to  put  a 
flop  to  the  folemnity  \  which  indignity  obliged  them  to 
be  more  cautious  for  the  future,  to  guard  the  avenues 
from  all  fuch  infults.    However,  the  ceremony  was  foon   chrtll 
refumed  ;  and  it  was  on  this  feftival  that   Chrift,  being  cometh  to 
then  twelve  years  of  age,  came  with  his  parents,  accord-  '^^  templg 
ing  to  the  Jewifli  cuftom,  which  obliged  all  the  males,  ^^'^^* 
who  had  attained  to  that  age,  to  repair  to  the  temple  on   ^    J^f/f' 
the  three  grand  feftivals  ".     Here  the  Holy  Child  chofe  to  ^age, 
ftay,  unknown  to  his  parents,  who  had  departed  with  the  stays  afur 

thftaf, 

»  Conf.  U  Exod.  xxiii.  1 5.  &  xxxlv.  %%*    Deat*  xvi.  16.  Sc  Luc* 
lit  4i>  &  ^<sq« 

(A)  This  topic  feldom  failed  ous  effort   for  your  country's 

to  make   an  impreffion   on  a  freedom,  and  without  expe6t- 

people,   who  were    taught  to  ing  new  miracle^  to  be  wrought 

look  upon    themfelves  as  the  for  you,  depend  on  the  favour 

only  favourites  of  heaven,  and  of  Providence,  and  you  need 

Upon  the  reft  of  the  world  as  not  doubt  of  coming  off  con- 

defigned  to  be  their  (laves ;  but  querors.*'    There  wanted  but 

it  wrought  much  more  effec-^  this  laft  incentive  to  fet  them 

tually  at  this  time,  when  their  a-madding  after  the  promifed 

hopes  of  the  Meffiah,  or  tern-  libertyr    Accordingly,  we  find 

poral  deliverer,  infpired  them  that  his  fpeech  wrought  them 

with  a  tenfold  difdain  againfl  into  a  kind  of  phrenfy,  which 

the  yoke  which  their  conque«  quickly  vented  itfelf  in  the  molt 

fors  were   then    laying    upon  horrid  butcheries  and  cruelties; 

them.  .  Judas,  therefore,  could  his  party  plundering,  burning, 

not  have  wifhed  for  a  more  fa-  deflroying,      and     murdering 

vourable  junduretomakehim-  every  were,    indifcriminately, 

felf  the  head  of  a  pumerous  and  Tews  as  well  as  Gentiles,  and, 

powerful  party  :  *'  And  there-  m  a  word,  all  that  oppofed  his 

fore,  added  he,  it  is  high  time  fpecious  pretence  of   religion 

that  you  fliould  make  a  itrenu*  find  liberty. 
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reft  of  the  company*  Thef  did  not  mifs  him  till  night, 
when,  having  in  vain  fought  him  among  their  relations 
and  acquaintance,  they  returned  imn>ediately  to  Jerufa- 
lem.  Here,  after  three  days  forrowful  fearch,  they 
found  him  in  the  temple,  fitting  among  the  Jewifli  doc- 
tors, and  furprifing  them  with  the  wifdoni  of  his  queftions 
and  anfwers,  fo  far  beyond  his  mean  education  and  tender 
years. 

Coponius  was»  foon  after  this  feaft,  fucceeded  by  Ambi- 
Tius,  iii  Whofe  govemorfliip  Salome  died,  and  bequeathed 
ber  three  cities,  together  with  the  fine  grove  of  palm-trees 
planted  by  Archelaus,  and  all  her  vaft  treafure,  not  to 
either  of  her  nephews,  who  ftill  held  their  fmall  topar- 
chies,  but  to  the  emprefs  Ltvia*  Auguftus  dying  at  Nola 
in  Campania,  was  fucceeded  by  Tiberius,  after  the  latter 
had  been  fomewhat  above  two  years  admitted  into  the 
copartnerfhip  of  the  empire.  Upon  his  acceflion  he  fent 
Valerius  Gratus  into  Judaea^  who  was  the  fourth  Roman 
governor  or  procurator  ot  it,  and  continued  in  that  go- 
vernment eleven  years.  This  governor  depofed  the  high- 
prieft  Ananus,  or  Annas,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  pon- 
tificate, and  raifed  Iflimael,  the  fon  cf  Fabus,  to  that 
dignity*  Being  foon  after  difpleafed  with  his  choice,  he 
took  it  from  Iflimael  and  gave  it  to  Eleazar,  the  fon  of 
Ananus,  whom  he  had  lately  depofed.  Eleazar^  in  lefs 
than  a  year,  was  forced  to  refign  ;  he  was  fucceeded  by 
Simon,  the  fon  of  Camith,  who  within  the  compafs  of  an- 
other year  was  turned  out,  and  Jofeph,  furnamed  CaiphaSi 
ifon-in-law  to  Annas  above  mentioned,  was  appointed  in 
his  room  "  ;  fo  uncertain  and  venal  was  that  dignity  be-r 
come  by  this  time  (B). 

Gratus  himfelf  was  foon  after  recalled,  and  fucceeded 
by  Pontius  Pilate,  a  perfon  who  exceeded  all  his  prede* 
ceflbrs  in  injuftice,  extortion,  and  cruelty. 

We  hinted  a  little  higher,  that  the  other  fons  of  HTerod 
ftill  kept  pofleffion  of  their  toparchies,  notwith (landing  Ar- 
chelaus's  depofition  and  banifliment :  it  will  be,  therefore, 

"Comp.  Jofeph.  ubi  fupra,  &  Luke  iii.  2.  John,  xviii.  13.  Ads 
iv.  6. 


(B)  Thefe  are  the  two  high- 
priefls  that  are  mentioned  in 
the  gofpel  to  have  profecuted 
and  condemned  Jefus  Chrift  to 
death  i  and  Caiphas,  or  as  he 


is  there  called,  Caiaphas(i)y 
was  the  perfon  who  adjudged 
it  necefTary,  that  he  (hould  be 
cut  off,  to  fave  the  natipa  from 
ruin. 


(j)  Jobn  XI.  49,  &  re<{. 


rery 
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Very  proper  here  to  give  fome  farther  account  of  them  be- 
fore we  enter  into  a  new  and  different  fcene.     Antipa$,   baiJdSe' 
better  known  by  the  niime  of  Herod^  who  had  the  country  phoriiani 
of  Galilee,  began  with  rebuilding  the  city  of  Sephoris,  ^f^^'*"' 
which  had  but  a  little  before  been  reduced  ta  afhes  by  the 
fon  of  Varus,  and  furrounded  it  with  a  ftrong  wall  and 
towers,  fo  that  it  became  the  bulwark,  and  one  of  the  heft 
cities  of  that  canton  \   and   as  he    had  been  fuccefsful 
enough  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  new  emperor,  he 
'  built  another,*  a  fine  city,  on- the  northern  banks  of  the 
lake  of  Gennezareth,  and  called  it  Tiberias ;  from  thence 
that  lake  acquired  the  appellation  of  the  Sea  of  Tiberias* 
His  brother  Philip  followed  his  example,  and  raifing  the  Phirip 
village  of  Bethfaida,  on  the  oppofite  end  of  the  fame  lake,  Mds  Ju* 
into  a  magnificent  city,  called  it  Julias.     He  likewife  gave  ''*'^' 
the  name  of  C«farea  to  Paleas,  the  place  where  the  Jor- 
dan has  its  fource  ®. 

Hitherto  Judxa,  though  in  a  violent  ferment  on  ac-     A.  D/ 
count  of  the  late  tax,  and  fome  other  tumults,  which  the        ^^' 
Romans  quelled  by  main  force,  had  not,  however,  broken   '.. 
out  into  fuch  a  violent  and  univerfal  flame,  ^s  began  to  caufes  nrs» 
rage  after  the  arrival  of  Pilate.  It  was  this  governor,  whofe  troubles  im 
fierce,  obftinate,  and  cruel  temper,  provoked  thofe  fcdition$  Judica. 
and  revolts,  which  did  not  end  but  with  the  extirpation  of 
the  Jewifh  (late.     His  predeceffors  had  hitherto  forborn  to 
bring  the  Roman  ftandards  into  the  city,  becaufe  their 
bearing  the  images  of  men,   and  living  creatures,  render- 
ed tliem  an  abomination  to  the  Jews.     But  Pilate,  who 
thought  it  beneath  him  to  (hew  them  the  fame  complai- 
ance,  ordered  his  troops,  which  were  to  winter  in  th^^t 
metropolis,  to  enter  it  in  the  night,  with  thofe  ftandards  ^^f^  «A 
covered ;  and  caufed  them  next  morning  to  be  difplayed»  /^"^^^f^s 
This  new  and  fliocking  fight  threw  the  whole  city  into  an  %^^^' 
uproar.     A  great  number  of  the  inhabitants   repaired  to 
Caefarea,    where  he  refided,    and  eanieftly  begged  the 
ftandards  might  be  removed  to  fome  other  place :  but  he 
refufed  to  comply  with  their  requeft,  which  he  faid  was 
injurious  to  the  emperor.     The  Jews  perfifted   in  their 
importunity,  lying  proftrate  on  the  earth  before  his  pa- 
Jace  for  the  fp?ce  of  fix  days.    At  length  be  came  forth, 
afcended  his  tribunal,  and  ordered  a  body  of  troops  to 
furroundand  maflacre  all  thofe  who  fhould  refufe  to  de- 
part.    The  Jews,   however,    far    from  being  terrified.  His  crudfy 
lacckly  held  out  their  necks  to  the  foldiers,  telling  them,  tothefuh^ 

t  Antiq.  ubi  fupra,  cap,  iiu  j;^^^  "" 
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and  the  governor,  that  the  lofs  of  their  lives  was  not  {4 
terrible  to  them  as  the  violation  of  their  laws.  Pilate^ 
who  expelled  nothing  lefs  than  fuch  paiEve  conftancy  in 
that  turbulent  nation^  was  fo  moved  at  it,  tnat  he  granted 
their  requeft,  and  ordered  the  ilandards  to  be  removed  out 
of  their  metropolis  **- 

But,  as  he  feems  to  have  been  wholly  bent  upon  morti- 
fying the  Jewifli  nation,  he  foon  refumed  his  ufual  cruelty. 
A  projeft  came  into  his  head  to  fet  up  a  number  of  fhields 
in  the  royal  palace  of  Jerufalem,  in  honour  of  Tiberius ;  a 
ftep  which  the  Jews  failed  not  to  refent  as  an  indignity 
offered  to  them,  rather  than  a  compliment  to  that  em- 
peror. He  had,  it  is  true,  taken  care  that  there  fhould 
be  no  carved  images  upon  them  that  might  give  offence ; 
but  the  very  infcriptions  on  which  were,  they  thought^  con- 
trary to  their  law ;  othcrwife  there  was  nothing  more 
common  both  before  and  after  the  Jewifli  captivity,  than 
for  the  Jewifli  monarchs  to  cover  even  the  front  of  the 
temple  with  fuch  ornaments.  The  magiflrates,  thereforei 
of  that  metropolis,  with  the  fons  of  Herod  at  their  head^ 
went  to  reprefent  to  him,  in  the  m oft:  civil  terms,  that 
fuch  a  confecration  was  contrary  to  their  law.  But  their 
remonfl:rances  not  proving  effedual,  they  immediately 
withdrew,  and  foon  after  fent  a  very,  preffing,  but  fub- 
miflive  letter  to  Rome,  which  had  the  defired  effeft. 
Tiberius  immediately  difpatched  another  to  Pilate,  wherein 
he  highly  blamed  him  for  what  he  had  done,  and  ordered 
him  to  remove  the  fliields  into  fome  other  place  j  they 
were  accordingly  brought  from  Jerufalem  and  hung  up  at 
Caefarea  ^. 

His  nextprojeftto  vex  the  Jews  was,  to  find  out  fome 
fpecious  pretence  for  drawing  money  out  of  the  facred 
treafury.  This  was  indeed  the  moft:  effeftual  way  to  rouze 
them,  next  to  the  rifling  of  the  temple ;  for  he  knew  but 
too  well  their  invincible,  attachment  to  thofe  two  places* 
The  plaufiblc  pretext  he  chofe,  was,  the  bringing  of  an 
aqueduft,  about  two  hundred  furlongs  off",  into  Jeru- 
falem ;  the  expence  of  which  he  expefted  flibuld  be  fup- 
plied  out  of  the  facred  depofitory,  and  demanded  accord- 
ingly of  them,  that  a  tax  fliould  be  levied  for  that  purpofe. 
However,  as  he  knew  this  would  not  fail  to  provoke  the 
people  into  a  mutiny,  he  took  care  to  provide  againft  it» 
by  caufing  a  number  of  his  foldiers  to  mix  themfelves  with 
the  croud,  with  dubs  hid  under  their  coats,  to  be  ready 

P  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  ii,  cap,  8.  &  Antiq.  ubi  fupra,  cap.  iv.  \  Phil. 
Legat«  ad  Caium. 
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tpon  a  fignal  to  fall  upon  the  mutineers.     He  was  h'ardly 

feated  on  his  tribunal,  before  it  was  furrounded  by  a  vail 

^oncourfe  of  the  Jews,  who  exclaimed  againft  his  pro- 

jeft,  while  fome  of  the  meaner  fort,  a&  is  ufual  in  fuch 

mobs,  acconipanied  their  clamours  with  bitter  inve£lives. 

Pilate  had  not  heard  them  long  before  he   gave  his  men   His  helltjk 

the  fi^gnal,  who  immediately  fell  on  the  Jews  with  their  J*'^  '^ 

clubs,  wounded^  lamed,  and  even  killed  many  of  them  f"^^^*^*  '^"^ 

indifcriminately,  and  difperfed  the  reff '. 

It  was  now  the  thirtieth  and  laft  jubilee  fince  its  firfl:      A.  IX 
celebration  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  when  Chrift,  in  the         S®* 


thirtieth  year  of  his  age,  came  to  preach  a  more  glorious   I,^ 
and  acceptable  jubilee,  not  to  the  Jcwifli  nation  only,  T)ut  ^grfh 


en" 
tnto 


to  the  whole  world.    John,  the  miraculous  fon  of  Zecha-  hisrmnif- 
rias,  having  left  the  wildernefs,  where  he  had  Ipent  his  /o*. 
youMger  days,  came  now  to  preach  repentance,  and  the 
Kingdom  of  the  Meffiah,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  Tiberius, 
and  in  the  high-priefthood  of  Jofeph,  furnamed  Caiphas. 
Theaufterityofhis  life,  and  the  novelty  of  his  doftrine, 
drew  daily  great  numbers  of  Jews  to  be  baptized  by  him  in 
the  Jordan,  fuppofing  him  to  be  the  Meffiah }  but  he  quickly 
difclaimed  that  title,  affuring  them  that  he  was  only  fent 
as  his  precurfor,  and  to  point  \i\vd  out  to  them,  as  the 
perfon  who  was   to  baptize  them  with  the  Holy  Ghoftr 
Tefus  came  accordingly  to  the  place,  foon  after,  to  be 
baptized  among  the  reft ;  and  John  humbly  excufed  him^ 
felf  from  that  high  office;  but  being  at  length  prevailed 
on  to  go  into  the  river  with  him,  upon  their  coming  out 
of  the  water,    the  Holy  Ghpft  vifibly   defcendcd,    and 
lighted  upon  him,  whilft  a  voice  was  heard  from  heaven, 
faying,  **  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  ' 
pleafed  •."     The  Baptift  took  that  opportunity  to  manifeft  BaptiiuJ 
him  to  all  that  were  there  prefent,  and  to  bear  this  ample  *»^  majzi" 
teJdimony  of  him,  that  he  was  the  very  Chrift,  and  the  -M'^  ^ 
Lamb  of  God,  who  was  to  take  away  the  fin  of  the  world'.  •'*  ** 

As  John  continued  baptizing    and  preaching  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Bethabara  (C),    a  great  concourfe  of 

'  Antiq.  ubi  fupra.  *  Matth.  iii.  13,  &  fcq.    Luke  iit.  ti, 

ttici\,  t  lid.  ibid.     Vid.  &  Joli.  i.  99,  &  feq. 

(C)  So  called  from  the  He-  fiiews  it  to  have  been  probably 

brew  beth-habarah,   the  boufe  fome  great  ferry,  and  fo  very 

of  pajjing  o*uer^  or  ferry  hou/e  ;  convenient,  not  only  for  bap- 

fuppofed  by  fome  to  have  had  tizing,  but  on  account  of  the 

that  name  from  tlie  paifage  of  concourfe  of   people  at   fuch 

the  Ifraelitcs  over  Jordan  ;  but  places  for  receiving  the  toll, 
whether  f9  or  nor,  its  name 

people. 
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people  flocked  to  him  from  all  parts,  efpecially  in  tlieif 
return  homewards  from  Jerufalem,  where  they  had  been 
celebrating  the  feaft  of  tabernacles,  which  happened 
about  the  beginning  of  November.  In  thecourfeof  this 
year  was  born  to  Herod  Agrippa,  the  fon  of  Ariftobulus, 
a  fon  named  alfo  Agrippa,  who  was  the  laft  king  of  the 
Jews,  and  before  whom  St.  Paul  was  allowed  to  plead  his 
caufe ;  and  next  year  was  his  fitter  Berenice  bom,  who 
was  alfo  prefent  at  the  trial,  fhe  being  fixteen,  and  her 
brother  feventeen  years  of  age  when  their  father  died  ■• 

John  theBaptift  having'given  teftimony  to  the  Saviour 

of  the  world,  the  two  firft  that  became  his  followers  were 

Ckrtfi  calls  two  of  his   own  difciples ;   Andrew   the  fon  of  Jonah, 

jomtdif'       2jiA  Simon  his  brother,  to  whom  he  gave  the  fumame  of 

ttpUs.         Cephas,  or  Stone.    He  afterwards  called  Philip  to  follow 

him  ;  and  this  went  and  gave  notice  of  him  to  an  honeft 

Ifraelite,  named  Nathanael,  generally  believed  to  be  the 

fame,  who  is  by  the  other  evangelifts  called >Bartholomew; 

afluring  him  that  they  had  found  the  promifed  Meffiah^ 

namely  Jefus   of  Nazareth.     Thefe  two,  therefore,  and 

fome  others,  followed  him  into  Galilee,  where  they  were 

all  invited  to  a  weddinfg.     Here  the   wine  beginning  to 

JJls firft       faii^  Jefus,  of  his  wonted  compaJflion,  miraculoufly  fup- 

mracle  at    p^^j  them   with  a  fufEcient  quantity.     This  wonderful 

change  of  water  into  wine,  filled  the  company  with  ad-* 

miration,  and  farther  confirmed  his   new  difciples  in  the 

opinion  that  he  really  was  the  true  Meffiah.     From  Cana 

he  went  to  Capernaum,  a  fmall  x:ity  on  the  weft  fhore  of 

the  lake  Gennezareth,  where  he  made  but  a  fhort  ftay, 

at  this  time,  on  account  of  the  approaching  feaft  of  the 

Paflbver,  to  which  he  repaired  with  his  difciples^  it  being 

the  firft  feflival  of  that  kind  he  had  celebrated  fince  his 

entrance  into  his  miniftry  ^. 

IThe  temple      Upon  his  coming  to  the  temple,  he  found  it  crouded 

frofaned.     with  people  that  fold  cattle,  poultry,  and  other  things 

ufed  in  the  Jewifli  ofi^erings.     This  praftice  had  likewife 

introduced  a  number  of  money-changers   for  the  ufe  of 

thofe  who  brought  foreign  coin  inftead  of  vifliims,  and 

whofe  tables  and  trade  were  equally  a  profanation  of  that 

facred  place.    It  is  likely  that  the  priefts,  who  ought  to 

have  made  them  keep  their  ftalls  and  compters  at  a  greater 

diftance,  made  a  perquifite  of  their  indulgence,  and  con* 

Chrifl  fequently  aggravated  the  abufe.     Againft  them,  therefore, 

drives  the     Chrift  chofe  to  exert  the  firft  eflays  of  his  authority  and 

from  it.  *  ^*^*  -^"^k-  lib*  *^"''  ^^?,*  7  xix.  cap,  ult,    Uficfi  fub.  A.  M» 

4030J  k  fcq«  ▼  Joha  ii.  1 3,  &  feq, 

seal) 
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fWl,  by  turning  them  all  out  of  that  facred  building, 
after  having  feverely  reproved  them  for  the  prophanation 
of  which  they  had  been  guilty  (D).  In  the  mean  time 
he  did  not  omit  giving  them  many  other  pregnant  proofs 
of  his  divine  miffiori,  in  the  many  miracles  which  he 
worked  before  them,  and  which  ftill  increafed  the  num- 
ber of  his  difciple&i  but  he,  who  knew  their  hearts,  eafily 
judged  that  many  of  them  would  foon  turn  from  him, 
efpecially  when  the  fanhcdrim  and  the  Pharifaic  feft  came 
to  denounce  their  fentence  of  excommunication  againft 
them.  However,  though  that  feft  was  the  moft  inveter^ 
ate  againft  him,  we  fhall  find  fome  of  them  of  a  more 
upright  temper,  who,  making  a  more  equitable  judgment 
of  his  miracles  and  do£lrine,  came  to  be  inftrufted  by 
him,  and  became  bis  difciples,  though  privately,  and  fof 
fear  of  their  unbelieving  brethren  *• 

Among  thefe  was  one  Nicodemus,  a  venerable  ruler  ; 
who,  concluding  that  fuch  ftupendous  works  could  not 
be  wrought  without  the  divine  affiftance,  and  in  confirma- 
tion of  fome  new  fignal  doftrine,  fuch  aS  the  thinking 
part  of  the  Jews  expefted  the  Mefliah  to  bring  with  him, 
came  privately  one  night  to  have  a  conference  with  him 
about  the  nature  of  his  miffion.  Jefus,  who  took  a  fin-  l^ieodemus 
gular  delight  to  encourage  fuch  fincere  enquirers  y,  and  JJf"^'  '^ 
knew  him  to  be  a  do£lor  of  the  law,  immediately  enter-  ^J^^  "^ 
tained  him  with  the  grand  point  of  regeneration,  without 
which  he  afTured  him  it  was  impoffible  for  a  man  to  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  He  exprefled  himfelf,  more- 
over, in  fuch  ]terms  a^  he  might  have  juftly  expedled  to 
be  well  underftood  by  him,  by  comparing  it  to  a  new 
birth,  fuch  as  the  Jews  affirmed  to  be  that  of  their  new 
profelytes..  But  Nicodemus,  better  verfed,  perhaps,  in  ^f^ffj^f^ 
the  reigning  difputes  of  his  and  the  other  fefts,  than  with 
fuch  fundamentals  of  moral  divinity,'  as  had  been  fwal- 

X  John  ii.  23*  ad  fitii  y  Vid.  int.  al.  Mark  x.  «t. 

(D)  But,  whilfthis  difciples  would  raife  it  up  in  three  days* 

admired  his  zeal  for  thejioufc  It  was  upoh  this  occafion  that 

of  God,  fo  worthy  of  the  fon  the)r,   miftakiug  his  meaning, 

of  David,  the  diflatisfied  Jews  reminded  him  of  the  forty-and- 

were  queftioning  and  demand-  fii  years  it  had  been  building, 

ing  the  figns  of  his  authority  $  His   difciples,  however,    un- 

&nd  received  this  remarkable  an-  derftqod    him    rtiuch    better 

fwer  from  him,  that  they  ftiould  after  he  was  rifea  from  the 

dedroy    this    temple,   mean-  dead* 
ing  that  of  his  body,  and  he 

Voi.  IIL  O  lo5Vcd 
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lowed  by  the  prefent  polemic  contagion,  did  not  at   fisft 
comprehend  his  meaning.     Our  Saviour,  thcreforci  hav- 
ing given  him  a  farther  explication  of  that  heavenly  doc- 
trine, requefted  of  him  to  embrace  it  upon  his  own  au- 
thority for  the  prefent,  afluring  him  that  it  was  one  main 
purport  of  his  coming  down  from  heaven,  to  teach  it  to 
mankind.     He  added,  that  the  miracles  which  he  bad 
feen  him  work,  fhould  not  be  the  only  proof  he  would 
give  men  of  his  divine  miffion,  fince  they  fhould  fee  him 
fliortly  lay  down  his  life  in  confirmation  of  it  \  and  thu9 
fulfil  all  the  prophecies  and  types  of  the  Old  Teftament^ 
and  decrees  of  Divine  Providence,  by  dying  a  ranfom  for 
the  redemption  of  mankind  *.    Nicodemus,  who  felt  thtf 
Convertid    force  of  all  thefe  truths,  became  his  difciple  from   that 
by  him.         night,  but  without  daring  to  make  open  profcfiion  of  iu 
His  defence  However,   when  the  fanhedrim  once   deliberated  about 
oJChrift.      putting  Jefus  to  death,  Nicodemus  had  the  courage  to 
oppofe  their  defign  *  5  and  when  they  had  really  crucified 
him,  he,  and  Jofcph  of  Arimathea,  another  Jewifh  ruler^ 
were  the  only  two  of  that  high  rank  who  joined  to  give 
him  an  honourable  burial  \ 
Jifui  Jefus4HEt  Jerufalem  foon  after  this  conference,  to  go 

€omes  info     into  the  Other  parts  of  Judaea,  where  he  emplpyed  hi» 
Judaa,        difciples  in  baptizing  thofe  who   received  his  doftrine. 
This  miniftry  brought  on  a  difpute  between  them,  and 
thofe  of  the  Baptift,  who  was  not  yet  caft  into  prifon> 
but  was  ftill  baptizing  a  little  higher  on  the  Jordan,  in 
'    the  neighbourhood  of  Salem  and  Oenon,  more  towards 
A.  D,      Galilee.  The  difference  between  them,  being  about  Jefus'* 
^''        making  a  greater  number  of  profelytes  than  John,  was- 
'  ~  referred  to  the  latter,  ^who  quickly  decided  it  in  favour  of 

the  former,  adding  this  noble  teftimony  of  him,  that  be 
was  from  heaven,  and  was  above  all,  teftifying  the  truths 
he  had  feen  and  heard*.     John's  extreme  fandiity  having 
raifed  him  to  the  efteem^  not  only  of  all  the  Jews,  but 
even  of  Herod  Antipas,  the  then  tetrarch  of  Galilee  ;  this 
laft  often  took  pleafure  in  hearing  and  advifine  with  him ; 
till  having  ventured  to  take  Herodi^,  his  brother  Philip'^ 
7  //   th       ^^f*^>  *^  ^^s  ^^<1*  ^^  received  fo  many  fevere  reproofs 
^Jptift  bt-    fr^°^  ^'^^  ^^^7  perfon  for  his  inceft,  that  he  at  laft  caufed 
headed  by     him  to  be  thrown  into  a  prifon^  where  he  foon  after  or- 
Uend.         dered  him  to  be  beheaded^  through  the  intrigues  of  that 

>  John  ill.  Ti,  &  fe^.  «  John  vii.  50r  ^  John  sii. 

39t  ^  John  iii»  22.  ad  fin. 
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tnceftuoiis  lady,  andj  to  all  appearance,  much  againft  his 
own  will  ^(E).  • 

AU  this  >yhile  Jeftts  continued  preaching  rn  Galilee, 
aQ4  working  fo  many  fingular  miracles,  that  the  fame  of 
them  reached  to  the  Baptift  in  his  confinement.  John, 
therefore^  fuppofing  his  own  death  to  be  near  at  hand, 
fent  two  of  his  followers  to  enquire  of  him,  whether  he 
was  the  expefted  Meffiah,  not  fo  much  for  his  own  fatis^ 
faflion,  as  for  that  of  his  difciples.  They  came  oppor- 
tunely to  him,  whilft  he  was  healing  a  number  of  nek, 
lame,  maimed,  and  blind ;  fo  that  he  only  bid  them  re- 
turn, and  acquaint  their  mafter  with  what  they  had  feen, 
leaving  it  to  him  to  explain  the  matter.  Herodias  had,  in 
the  mean  time,  tried  in  vain  to  perfuade  the  king  to  dif- 
patch  the  Baptift :  his  fear  of  the  people,  who  looked 
Upon  him  as  an  extraordinary  prophet,  had  hitherto  out- 
Weighed  his  bafe  complaifance  to  her.  But  (he  foon  after 
compafled  that  by  her  hellifh  policy,  which  her  perfua- 
fioris  had  not  been  able  to  effcft.  Herod^s  birth-day  being  ?^n'i^^*' 
celebrated  with  fuitable  folemnity  before  a  number  of  his  ^^  ^^' 
principal  officers,  and  Other  perfons  of  dtflin£tion ;  (he 
took  the  opportunity,  when  they  were  *  in  the  height  of 
their  mirth,  and  the  king  moft  probably  heated  with  wine, 
to  fend  her  daughter  Salome  to  dance  before  him,  who 
performed  her  part  fq  well,  that  he  promifed  with  an  oath 
to  gratify  her  in  whatever  (he  fhould  afk,  even  to  the 
half  of  his  kingdom.  The  young  princefs,  who  had  been 
tutored  by  her  mother,  taking  the  king  at  his  word,  de- 

<lMat.  xiv.  t,  &  ieq. 

(E)  Herod,  whofe  firft  wife  her  huftand's  defign,  wifely 
Was  the  daughter  of  Aretas  concealed  her  refentment ;  and, 
king  of  Arabia,  had  fince  fallen  having  obtained  his  permifizoa 
k  love  with  that  of  his  brother  to  retire  for  fome  time  to  the 
Philip,  whom  he  had  feen  at  caftlc  of  Machaeron,  which 
his  caflle,  where  he  had  fiop-  was  then  in  her  father's  hands, 
ped  fome  days  in  his  journey  to  (he,  inftead  of  going  thither, 
Rome.  Herodias  was  the  made  all  the  haile  (he  could  to 
daughter  of  Ariilobulus,  and  the  Arabian  court,  where,  be- 
grand- daughter -of  Herod  the  ing  at  length  arrived,  fhe  ac- 
Ureat.  Herod  made  no  diffi-  quainted  the  king  with,  the 
culty  ro  difcover  his  paflion,  whole  intrigue. 
ffDd  to  propofe  marrying  her ;  This  xraufed  a  rupture  be- 
to  which  me  confented,  upon  tween.  Herod  and  Aretas,  and 
condition  that  he  divorced  his  occafioned  a  war,  which  laded 
firft  wife*  This  laft,  having  till  the  death  of  Tiberius,  four 
received  fome  inforraatioo  of  years  after  their  difagreement. 
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fired  the  head  of  the  Baptift  to  be  given  her  inftantly  iit  X 
charger.  Herod,  fui*prifed  at  her  demand,  exprefTed  no 
fmall  concern  at  it,  whether  out  of  refpe£t  to  that  holy 
perfon,  or  the  fear  of  a  tumult.  But,  at  length,  the  con^ 
fideration  of  his  oath,  and  of  his  guefts,  having  turned 
the  fcale,  he  ordered  an  executioner  to  perform  her  bloody 
requeft;  which  beii^  done  accordingly,  his  difciples> 
upon  bearing  of  it,  came  to  take  away  his  body,  and  gave 
it  an  honourable  burial. 

Jefus  Chrift,  hearing  of  John's  imprifonment  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  number  of  difciples  that  followed  him, 
began,  it  is  likely,  to  fear,  that  Pilate  would  take,  fomc 
umbrage  at  him  upon  the  fame  account.  This  apprehcn- 
fion  made  him  leave  Judaea,  after  a  ftay  of  about  eight 
months*,  and  depart  for  Galilee;  where  pafling  through 
Samaria,  he  converted  the  woman,  and  afterwards  the  in- 
habitants of  Sichem.  He  was  well  received  by  the  Gali- 
leans, who  had  feen  his  late  ifiiracles  at  Jerufalem  at  the 
laft  Paflbvcr,  and  preached  in  their  fynagogues.  Whilft 
he  was  at  Cana,  a  nobleman  came  about  a  day's  journey 
to  him,  befeeching  that  he  would  com,e  down  a^d  l\eal  a 
fon  of  his,  who  was  at  the  point  of  death ;  and  expreffcd 
himfelf  in  fuch  zealous  terms,  as  fufficiently  teftiii^d  the 
fincerity  of  his  faith.  Jefus  therefore  difmiffed  him  with 
thefe  words  ;  "  Go  thy  way  j  thy  fqn  liveth."  He  obey- 
ed ;  and,  upon  his  inquiring  of  his  fervants  at  his  neturn, 
found  that  he  had  begun  to  recover  from  the  very  minute 
in  which  the  promife  iflued  out  of  Je&s's  mouth.  He 
went  from  thence  into  his  old  city  of  Nazareth  ;  and,  en- 
tering on  the  fabbath-day  into  their  fynagogue,  where  the: 
leflbn  of  Ifaiah  ^  was  given  him  to  read,  in  which  there 
is  a  lively  defcription  of  the  Meffiah's  preaching  the  gofpel, 
he  expounded  it  of  himfelf,  with  fuch  powerful  and  ma- 
jeftic  grace,  as  raifed  the  admiration  of  the  whole  audience. 
But  fome  of  them  being  offended  at  his  extraordinary  wil- 
dom,  whom  they  knew  to  have  had  fo  mean  an  education 
among  them,  he  reminded  them  of  feveral  other  cities  in 
Judaea,  and  of  many  perfons  in  Ifrael,  who  had  rendered 
themfelves  unworthy  of  the  divine  favour^,  by  the  like  un- 
reafonable  partiality.  This  reproof  was  fo  highly  refented 
by  the  Nazarites,  that  they  ruihed  upon  him  with  one 
confent,  and  hurried  him  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  on  which 
their  city  was  built,  with  a  defign  to  have  caft  him  head- 


«  vide  Ufler.  Ann!  Aib.  A%  M^  4.034. 
Luke  iv.  i6>  &  feq. 


f  Xfaiali,  Ixi.  i.     Vide 
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long  down ;  but  he  efcaped  through  the  crpwd,  and  went 
to  dwell  at  Capernaum,  a  city  fituate  on  the  coafts  of  Ze- 
bulun  and  Nephtalim  ;  where  he  preached  from  the  fame 
prophet  8,  importing,  that  thofe  regions  of  Galilee  fhould 
in  time  be  called  from  their  native  <larknefs,   unto  the 
marvelous  light  of  the  gof^el.     While  he  preached  one 
day  in  a   fynagogue,  there  flood  a  demoniac  before  him,  a  demO" 
in  whom  the  unclean  fpirit  cried  with  a  loud  voice ;  and,  niac  cured. 
acknowleging  him  to  be  the  Holy  one  of  God,  begged  he 
would  not  deftroy  him.     Him  Jefus  put  to  filence  by  his 
powerful  word,  caft  out,  and  healed  the  man,  to  the  ad- 
miration of  the  people,  who  fpread  his  fame  throughout 
all  that  regions   infomuch  that,  before  he  had  taken  a 
little  refreliiment  at  Peter's  houfe,  and  healed  his  mother 
of  a  long  and  lingering  fever,  they  had  brought  from  that 
whole  neighbourhood  all  that  were  affllGed  with  difeafes, 
and  fct  them  before  him.     Jefus,  according  to  his  wonted  HeaU  other 
compaflion,  laid  his  hands  on  every  one  of  them,  and  fent  difeafes. 
them  all  home  healed  **. 

Being  come  to  the  lake  Gennezareth,  or  Sea  of  Tiberias^ 
the  crowds  followed  him  in  fuch  a  maimer,  that  he  was 
forced  to  get  into  a  boat  belonging  to  Simon  Peter,  who  calls  Simom 
from  a  fifherman  he  had  palled  to  be  an  apoftle ;    and  bid  Peter. 
him  launch  out  a  little  way,  in  order  to  teach  the  people 
from  thence.     As  foon  as  h^  had  done  fpeaking,  he  bid 
Peter  caft  his  net  for  a  draught ;  and  was  anfwered,  that, 
though  they  had  toiled  all  night  in  vain,  yet  at  his  word 
they  would  try  afrefh.     They  did  fo,  and  caught  fuch  a  A  large 
large  draught,  as  was  like  to  have  funk  the  boat.     Peter,  ^^"^^'^  *-^ 
furprifed  at  it,  fell  at  his  feet^  and  befought  him  to  de-  •^' 
part  from  fuch  a  {inner  as  he  was ;  but  Jefus,  taking  him 
up,  bid  him  be  of  good  courage ;   for  he  would  from 
thenceforth  make  him  a  fiflier  of  men '.     During  his  abode 
in  Galilee,  he  continued  ftill  confirming  his  do&rine  with 
fuch  numbers  of  miracles,  that  his  fame  had  reached  all 
the  neighbouring  provinces  of  Syria  and  Phoenice,  info- 
much  that  many  people  came  from  thence  to  be  healed  of 
their  infirmides.     During  his  abode  at  Capernaum,  a  pa-  A  paralytic 
Talytic,  who  had  heard  of  his  fame,  caufed  himfelf  to  be  brought  to 
trknfported  thither  in  his  couch  borne  on  men's  flioulders;  C^rift  -^ 
but  the  houfe,  in  which  he  was,  being  fo  thronged  that 
they  could  get  no  accefs,  the  man  was  carried  up  to  the 
top  of  the  houfe,  part  of  which  being  untiled,  he  was  let 

s  Ifaiahix.  i»  &req.    Matth,  iv.  14,  &req.  b  Luke  iv.  3r, 

9^  6n.  ^  Luke  v«  4^  &  feq.    Mark  xvi.  20,  &  feq.  &  alib. 
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down  "by  ropesy  zn4  prefented  to  our  Saviour.  Jefas  be* 
held  their  faith  with  pleafure,»and  addrefling  himfelf  to 
the  paralytic,  bid  him  be  of  good  chear  ;  for  his  fins  were 
forgiven;  which  expreflion,  according  to  the  Tewifti  notion, 
that  fuch  infirmities  were  the  cffefts  cither  of  our  own  or 
of  our  parents  fins  \  was  no  more  than  telling  himj  that 
he  was  healed  of  his  palfy.  But  the  fcrupulous  Jews^  not 
underftanding  it  in  thatfenfe,  accufed  him  of  blafphemy, 
Mdeuni,  in  aflTuming  a  power  peculiar  to  God  j  and  Jefus,  by  the 
immediate  cure  of  the  fick  man,  foon  convinced  them  of 
their  error,  and  of  his  being  equally  impowered  to  forgive 
fins,  and  to  cure  bodily  infirmities  *.  It  was  his  cuftom| 
on  account  of  the  great  refort  of  people  that  c^ne  to  hear 
him,  to  go  out  of  the  city  from  time  to  time,  and  to  teach 
them  by  the  fea  fide.  In  paifing,  he  obferved  a  publican 
fitting  at  the  receipt  of  cuftom,  name  Levi,  or  Matthew, 
and  bid  him  follow  him  (F).  Matthew  did  not  hefitate 
one  moment,  but  left  his  office  and  followed  him ;  and, 
to  cxprefs  the  fenfc  he  had  for  his  gracious  call,  he  made 
him  a  fumptuous  feaft  at  his  own  houfe,  to  which  many 
of  the  fame  profefEon  were  alfo  invited.  This  gaVe  ofc 
fence  to  the  fcrupulous  Jews,  who  m^de  ibtoie  fevere  com-^ 
plaints  of  it  to  his  difciples^  but  Jefus  foon  filenced  their 
clamour,  hy  afluring  them,  that  he  was  come  to  call  not 
the  righteous,  hut  finners,  to  repentance  "•  ' 

^  Dc  hoc  vide  John  ix.  «.  l  Matth.  ix.  i,  &  fcq.    Luk« 

v.  ]8,  k  alib.  m  Matt.ix.  xo,  &  feq. 


JMatthew 


(F)  Hi8  being  here  called 
the  fon  of  Alpheus  has  led  fortie 
ancients  into  a  notion,  that  he 
was  the  brother  of  James,  who 
IS  alfo  called  the  fon  of^AIphe- 
ns:  and  they  have,  it  feems, 
been  followed  in  it  by  the  ge- 
nerality of  modern  Greeks; 
biit  there  feems  to  be  no  found- 
ation for  it.  The  gofpel  gives 
us  no  farther  particulars  con- 
cerning him,  faving  that  he 
continued  a  faithful  dlfciple  of 
his  Maker;  and  therefore  all 
we  fhall  venture  ro  add  is,  that 
he  is  univerfally  allowed  to 
have  been  the  fir  ft  that  penned 
any  fucclnd  hiftory  of  the  gof- 
pcL   He  is  f^id  to  have  written 


it  at  the  defire  of  the  apoftles, 
and  Jewifh  converts  ofPalef- 
tine,  before  his  departure  from 
it,  to  go  and  preach  in  the  pro4 
vinces  allottcfi  to  him,  about 
eight  or  ten  yej^rs  after  Chrift*8 
refurre6tion.  Eufebius  tells  us, 
it  was  written  in  the  Chaldaic** 
Syriac  tongue,  which  was  thei^ 
the  common  one,  and  in  He- 
brew characters.  As  for  St, 
Matthew,  he  is  commonly  be- 
lieved by  ancients  and  modems 
to  have  preached  the  gofpel  in 
Perfia  and  Parthia,  and  to  have 
fuffered  martyrdom  in  Carama-; 
nia,  a  province  thep  fubje6t  to 
the  Parthians, 

After- 
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After  feveral  other  miraculous  works  performed  during  Jefus  goes 
1ms  ftay  in  this  place,  Jefus  departed  for  Jerufalem,  to  be  ^°  Jerufa* 
-prefent  at   the  approaching  feftival  of  the  Paflbver.     In 
this  city  was  a  famous  pool  or  rcfervoir,  called  in  the  He- 
brew Beth-Efdah  (G),  whofe  water  being  at  fome  particular 
feafons  miraculoufly  ftirred,  had  the  virtue  of  curing  the 
"£rft  perfon  that  leaped  into  it,  of  whatever  difeafe  he  la- 
boured under*     Here  Jefus  beheld,  among  the  crowds  of 
fick,  that  waited  for  the  motion,  a  man  who  had  laboured 
under  a  palfy  thirty-eight  years ;  but,  for  want  of  fome  cha- 
-ritable  hand  to  throw  him  into  the  water,  had  hitherto 
-been  deprived  of  that  benefit.    Jefus,  moved  with  com-  Cures  a  pa* 
paffion  at  his  mifery,  healed  him  by  his  powerful  word,  ralytic  om 
and  bid  him  take  up  his  bed,  and^go  to  his  home.     This  '^'/«^- 
cure  being  efFefted  on  the  fabbath-day,  gave  frefh  offence    ^'  • 
to  the  Pharifees,  who  began  to  think  of  putting  our  Lord 
to  death  as  a  fabbath-brcaker.     To  difculpate  himfelf,  and 
convince  them,  that  works  of  mercy  were  fo  far  from  be- 
ing a  violation,  that  they  were  the  proper  bufincfe  of  the 
fabbath,  he  exprefled  himielf  to  them  in  words  to  this  ef- 
k€t  y  *^  as  my  Father  worketh  hitherto^  fo  do  I  work ;" 
intimating,  that,  though  God  had  refted  on  the  feventh 
day  from  creating,  in  memory  of  which  the  fabbath  had. 
been  instituted,  yet  did  he  not  ceafe  on  that  day  from  the 
work  of  prefervation,  which  work  himfelf  was  now  imi- 
tating, in  preferving  a  number  of  wretched  perifhing  ob- 
jeda,  whofe  mifer y  claimed  his  pity  and  affiftance.    But 
the  Jews,  ever  watchful  for  matter  of  new  accufadon,  ac- 
cufed  him  of  blafphemy,  for  having  prefumed  to  call  God 
his  Father.    Jefus  in  vain  remonftrated  to  them,  by  many  His  defina 
convincing  arguments,  that  he  had  arrogated  nothing  ^o.^'f/^"- 
himfelf,  but  what  his  miraculous  works  evinced  his  un-  -^  _^ 
doubted  claim  to  ;  afTuring  them,  that  they  fliould  fhortly 
fee  greater  and  more  ftupendous  proofs,  fuch  as  had  never 
been  feen  Cnccthe  creation  of  the  world-     He  was  at 
length  obliged  to  filence  their  falfe  accufation,  by  remind- 
ing them,  that  even  the  Scripture  gives  the  title  of  gods 
to  mortal  men  \     "  If  then,"  added  he,  "  they  be  called 

»  Conf.Pf.  Ixxxii.  6,  &c.    John  x.  34^  &  feq. 

(G)  Probably,  as  fome  con-  da,  which  fome  render  the  ^r^- 
jcdure,  from  the  words  beth-  hatic  pool^  on  a  fuppofition, 
chefdah,  the  houfe  of  mercy ^  that  the  Iheep  dcfigned  foV  fa- 
alluding  lo  the  merciful  cures  crifice  were  firll  waflied  in  it, 
which  were  wrought  there  on  which  iheep  fo  waflicd  were 
the  fick,  lame,  &c.  The  Vul-  called  probatae, 
gate  however  read  it  Beth-zai- 

0^4  gods, 


Jews, 
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gods,  againft  whom  the  fentence  of  mortality  had  been 
pronounced  by  Godhimfclf"  (H),  whyfliould  you  reckon 
ixie  guilty  gf  blafphemy,  whom  the  Father  has  thus  fan^iU 
fied,  and  fent  into  the  world,  becaufe  I  call  myfelf  the 
Son  of  God?" 
JToi^ho' .        After  his  departure  out  of  Jerufalem,  he  went  into  one 
$kif  mira-   of  their  fynagogues,  where  ftood  a  man  who  had  a  wi-r 
rUsonihat  ^^cyed  hand.     He  began  with  afking  the  Jewilh  dolors, 
^*  whether  it  was  lawful  op  the  fabbath  to  do  good  or  evil, 

to  fave  or  to  deftroy.  To  this  queftion  they  made  no  re- 
ply ;  but,  when  he  had  reftored  the  man's  hand,  by  com^ 
manding  him  to  ftretch  it  forth,  the  ruler  of  the  fyna^ 
gogue,  in  a  tranfport  of  indignation,  began  to  cenfure 
thofe  obje£ts  of  pity  for  offering  therafelves  to  be  healed 
on  the  fabbath,  and  not  rather  on  any  other  day  of  the 
week. 

They  had  been  exafperated  by  another  incident,  which 
fell  under  their  obfervation.  On  the  fecond  fabbath  after 
the  firft,  as  he  paffed  through  fonie  corn*fields,  his  dif- 
ciples  ventured  to  pluck  the  ears,  and  rub  (hem  between 
their  hands  to  appeafe  their  hunger.  The  Pharifaic  crowd, 
who  beheld  them  with  a  malicious  eye,  began  to  exclaim 
againft  their  Mafter  for  fuffering  fuch  a  manifeft  violation 
or  the  fabbath.  Jcfus  reminded  them  of  the  prophet'$ 
words,  "  I  will  have  mercy  rather  than  lacrifice  •  ;**  intir 
mating,  that  neceiCty  takes  away  the  rigour  of  the  law^ 
and  juftiiied  it  by  the  example  of  David>  who,  on  the 
like  Emergency,  ventured  upon  the  facred  (hewbread, 
which  was  prohibited  to  all  but  the  priefts ;  and  not  only 
eat  of  it  himfelf,  but  diftributed  it  among  his  retinue. 
^h  Phari"  Their  rancour  was  proof  againft  all  that  he  urged  in  his 
Jeesfi'  own  defence  or  that  of  his  difciples  \  and  his  filencing  them 
lenctdt 


His  difci- 
ples cen- 
fursdfor 
plucking 
thi  coru. 


f  Hof.  vi.  6. 


(H)  This  is  certainly  the 
meaning  of  Chrift's  words  here, 
&nd  not,  as  ours  and  other  ver- 
iions  render  it,  T/jofe  untonvhom 
the  <v:ordof  Gpdcame*  For  the 
place  referred  to  in  the  Pfalms 
is,  /  ha've  fuid^  ye  are  gods ; 
hut  ye  Jkall  die  like  men*  So 
that,  according  to  the  moft  li- 
teral fenfe  of  our  Saviour's 
words,  they  (hould  run  thus  : 
If  they  are  called  gods  ^  againft 


(not  unto)  whom  the  nuorJ  of' 
God  came  forth ^  meaning  thi^ 
fentence  of  death .  Thofe  t h  at 
are  acquainted  with  the  He- 
brew idiom,  to  which  the  evan-. 
gelifts  were  ufed,  know  that 
the  context  muft  decide  the 
meaning  of  thofe  particles  that 
are  capable  of  fev'eral  oppolite 
(ignifications,  which  the  fenfe 
alone  cannot  determine. 

by 
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by  fuch  convincing  arguments  made  them  only  the  meire 

inveterate)  till  they  caine  to  a  refolution  of  putting  him 

to  death.     Jefus,  having  timely  notice  jof  their  defign,  P^/  «- , 

withdraw  towards  the  fea-coafts,   whither  he  was  foon  S^J^  «'«'• 

after  followed  by.  multitudes  from  all  the  maritime  parts, 

to  whom  he  ftill  extended  his  wonted  compaffion,  both 

by  teaching  them^  and  healing  their  fick. 

One  night,  having  retired  both  from  them,  and  from 
his  difciplesy  he  went  up  to  a  mountain  apart,  and  fpent 
the  whole  night  in  prayer ;  and  on  the  morrow,  calling 
them  together  again,  he  chofe  twelve  froih  among  the  reft,  CAoofis  thi 
to  be  the  more  immediate  witnefles,  preacherS)  and  re-  'w/Ai;# 
corders,  of  his  life  and  do£lrine.    To  thefe  he  gave  the  ^P^fi^'* 
title  of  apoftles,  which  word  fignifies  a  mejfenger  or  am^ 
hajfador  p  (I). 

in  the  mean  time  crouds  flocked  to  him  from  all  parts 
of  Judaea,  and  the  neighbouring  provinces,  attra£ied  by 
the  fame  of  that  divine  efficacy  by  which  he  wrought  the 
mod  furprifing  cures  on  the  fick,  lunatic,  demoniacs,  and 
other  afflifted  perfons.  Among  thefe  he  continued  teach  •*> 
ing  in  fields  and  deferts,  and  viras  ever  heard  with  equal 
amazement  and  attention. 

Being  addrefled  in  behalf  of  a  worthy  centurion,  whofe 
fervant  was  then  very  ill  of  a  palfy,  Jetus  offered  to  go  to 
his  houfe,  and  heal  him ;  but,  the  Roman  officer  fent 
him  a  humble  meiTage,  in  which  he  acknowleged  himfelf 
equally  unworthy  to  receive  hini  und^r  his  roof,  as  he 

P  Luke  vL  14,  &  feq.    Matth.  x.  »,  &  feq.    Mark  iii.  16,  &  feq. 

(I)  Thefe  were  i.  Simon,  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of 
whom  he  furnamcd  Peter ;  i  the  Lefs,  and  the  fon  of 
2.  Andrew,  his  brother ;  3.  Alpheus,  or  Cleophas,  and  of 
James,  furnamed  the  Greater,  Mary,  the  firft  coufin,  if  not 
an  inhabitant  of  Bethfaida,  and,  the  fifter  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
4*  John  his  brother,  who  were  for  which  reafon  he  is  often 
the  fons  of  Zebedee  and  Sa-  called  the  brother  of  our  Lord; 
lome.  Thefe,  as  well  as  An-  10.  Simon,  furnamed  The  Ca- 
drew,  had  lately  been  the  naanite,  from  Cana  the  place 
Baptifl's  difciples  ;  but  they  of  his  birth,  and  Zelotes,  pro- 
had  left  him,  and  followed  bably  becaufe  he  had  belonged 
Jefus.  5.  Philip;  and,  6.  tothatfedt;  1 1 .  Judas,  other- 
Bartholomew,  fuppofed  the  wife  called  Jude,  and  brother 
fame  with  Nathanael ;  7.  Le-  to  James  the  Lefs,  furnamed 
vi,  or  Matthew,  the  publican  alfo  Lebbeus,  and  Thaddeus; 
andevangelift;  and,  8.  Tho-  and,  12.  Judas  the  traitor, 
mas,  furnamed Didym us,  which  furnamed  Ifcariot. 
fignifies  a  twin;    9.    James, 

had 
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fiad  been  to  come  and  ofFer  feis  requeft  in  perfon  ;  but  that 
he  wholly  depended  on  his  efficacious  word  for  the  cure 
of  his  fervant  i  "  For,"  added  he,  **  if  my  auAority, 
fmall  as  it  is,  can  yet  enforce  obedience  from  thofe  under 
my  command,  how  much  more  will  thy  all-povinerftil  au- 
thority be  obeyed,  wherever  thou  art  pleafed  to  exert 
it !"  His  fingular  faith  and  humility  did  not  pafs  unre- 
warded 5  Jefiis  healed  his  fervant  at  that  inftant,  and 
greatly  commended  his  faith,  as  far  furpaffing  all  that  he 
had  beheld,  even  in  Ifrael ;  upon  which  account  he  took 
occafion  to  affure  his  audience,  that  many  ftrangers  ihould 
be  admitted  from  the  four  corners  of  the  world  into  his 
heavenly  kingdom,  whilft  the  children  of  it  (hould  be  mi» 
ferably  caft  out  for  their  difobedience  and  unbeliefs.  Next 
day  he  went  to  Nairn,  ?nd,  entering  the  city,  met  a  large 
croud  of  people  accompanying  the  corpfe  of  a  young  man» 
the  only  fon  of  a  poor  widow,  in  compaffion  to  whom,  he 
raifed  her  fon  to  life. 

A  Pharifee  named  Simon,. having  invited  him  to  take  a 
meal  at  his  houfe,  he  was  accofted  by  a  woman  formerly 
t)f  a  loofe  charadler,  but  now  a  fincere  penitent.  She 
came  behind  him  in  the  humbleft  manner,  (bedding  a 
flood  of  tears,  with  which  the  walhed  his  feet ;  and,  hav- 
ing wiped  them  with  her  hair,  began  to  anoint  his  head 
with  a  coftly  perfume.  A  pi'oud  Pharifee  was  (hocked  at 
her  prefumption,  fuppofing,  that  if  his  gucft  were  a  pro- 
phet, he  would  of  courfe  have  fpumcd  fuch  a  notorious 
finner  from  him ;  but  Jefus  viewed  her  with  ;a  compaf- 
fionate  eye,  and  difmiflcd  her  with  an  anfwer  as  full  of 
comfort,  as  her  heart  was  of  the  fincereft  repentance* 

Upon  his  return  to  Capernaum,  he  was  followed  by 
fuch  throngs  of  people,  on  account  of  bis  miracles,  par* 
ticularty  the  cure  of  a  poor  demoniac,  deaf  and  blind, 
which  ne  had  juft  then  wrought,  that  hrs  mother  and  re- 
lations, fearing  left  he  fhould  be  ftifled,  came  to  difen- 
gage  him  from  the  multitude.  As  they  were  prevented 
by  the  croud,  from  entering,  they  fent  to  let  him  know 
that  they  flood  without,  and  defired  to  fpeak  with  him ; 
when  he  declared,  that  none  were  more  nearly  related  to 
him  than  thofe  who  heard  and  pra£lifed  the  word  of  God. 
In  the  mean  time,  whilft  his  miracle'on  the  demoniac  had 
extorted  an  open  confeffion  from  the  better  part  of  the 
by-ftanders,  the  Pharifees,  moved  with  their  ufual  indig- 
nation, cried  out,  that  he  caft  out  devils  by  Beelzebub  the 
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prince  oiF  devils.  Jefus  expatiated  upon  th-e  folly  of  fup- 
pofing  Satan  fo  far  divided  againft  his  own  intereft :  he 
upbraided  them  for  their  malicious  and  impious  fuggef- 
tions;  and  added,  that,  though  every  fin  or  blafphemy 
againft  the  Son  of  man  would,  upon  due  repentance,  be 
forgiven,  yet  that  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft  fhould  find  no 
forgivenefs  either  in  this  or  the  next  world '.  Here  the 
Pharifees  aiked  him  for  a  more  convincing  fign  of  his  di- 
vide mifiion  \  but  he  told  them,  that,  fince  thofe  he  had 
already  fhcwed  were  not  able  to  convince  them,  there 
ihould  be  no  other  or  greater  given  them  than  that  of 
Jonah ;  for,  as  that  prophet  was  three  days  and  nights  in 
the  fifli's  belly,  fo  (hould  the  Son  of  man  be  as  many  days 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  ". 

From  thence  he  went  to  the  fea-lhore,  followed  by  great  Teaches  in 
multitudes  5  and,  going  into  a  boat,  began  to  preach  in  pArabUs. 

{arables,  which  the  audience  always  underftood.  When 
e  had  finifhed  his  difcourfe,  he  ordered  his  difciples  to 
get  him  a  fliip  to  crofs  the  fea  of  Galilee,  into  the  terri- 
tories of  Philip  the  tetrarch,  Herod's  brother. 

Being  embarked  accordingly,    he    withdrew  into  the 
ftcra,  and  there  fell  afleep ;  when  fuch  a  furious  tempeft 
arofe,  as  had  well  nigh  overfet  the  veffeL    The  difciples 
alarmed  at  their  danger,   waked  him,   and  exclaimed, 
"  Mafter,  fave  us ;  elfe  we  perifli/'    Jefus,  feeing  them 
in  fuch  confternation,  blamed  their  want  of  faith  ;   then, 
with  his  powerful  word,  rebuked  the  wind  and  fea,  which  stttls  the 
immediately    fiibfided;     foon    after  this    miracle,   they  iDindmnd 
landed  on  the  other  fide,  in  the  country  of  the  Gerga-  /^^* 
fenes  *  (K). 

Here  he  was  met  -by  two  demoniacs,  one  of  them  fo  Cures  tnvo 
very  fierce,  that  no  chains  could  confine  him  ;  they  chofe  demoniacs.. 
their  habitation  among  the  tombs,  and  made  it  unfafe  to 
J)afs  that  way,  till  the  fight  of  Jefus  brought  them  trem- 
bling at  his  feet,  where  the  devils  began  to  acknowlege 
him  to  ht  the  Sbn  of  God,-  and  befought  him  not  to  tor- 
ment them  before  their  time.  When  he  aiked  the  moft 
furious  of  the  two,  what  was  his  name,    he  anfwered, 

Jf  Matth.  xii.  ,31,  &  feq.    Mark  iii.  28,  &c.  «  Matth. 

xii.  38.    Luke  xi.  29.  '    ^  Matth.  viii.  23,  Sc  fcq.    Mark  iv. 

36,  &  feq.    Luke  vrii.  21,  &  feq. 

,  (K)    So  the  Greek  manu-    ation  makes  it  very  difficult  to 
fcripts  of  St.  Matthew  have  it,    know  the  fituation  of  this  can- 
Thofe  of  the  other  evangelifts    ton,  or  of  the  city  from  which 
call    them   Gadarenes :    fome    it  took  its  name, 
r^^4  Qerjifenes;  whicfc  vw*' 
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Legion,  implying  that  a  multitude  of  thofe  evil  fpirits  bad 
taken  poffeffion  of  his  body,  Thefc  therefore  befought 
him,  that  he  would  permit  them  to  migrate  into  the  neigh- 
bouring herd  of  fwine  ;  which  requeft  being  granted,  the 
whole  herd  was  *  immediately  feen  to  rufh  headlong  into 
the  fea,  to  the  number  of  two  thoufand,  whilft  the  two 
patients  were  reftored  to  t}ieir  health  and  fenfes. 

Upon  his  return  to  Capernaum,  he  was  addreiled  by  the 
ruler  of  the  fynagoguc,  whofe  daughter,  about  twelve 
years  of  age,  was  then  expiring.  Among  the  crowd  that 
followed  him  to  the  houfe,  was  a  poor  woman,  who  had 
laboured  a  long  time  under  an  haemorrhage,  and  confum- 
ed  her  fubftance  in  feeking  for  the  help  of  phyiicians. 
She  had  fuch  a  ftrong  faith  in  the  world's  Saviour,  that 
fhe  thought  the  bare  touch  of  his  ikirt  would  afford  her 
an  immediate  cure ;  and  this  fhe  really  obtained  :  but, 
notwithftanding  his  being  fo  thronged  by  the  multitude, 
he  knew,  by  the  virtue  gone  out  of  him,  that  fomebody 
had  touched  him,  and  inquired  of  his  wondering  difciples, 
who  it  was.  The  woman  fell  trembling  at  his  feet,  and 
owning  herfelf  the  obje£^  of  his  miraculous  povrer: 
"  Daughter,  (faid  he)  be  of  good  comfort ;  thy  faith  hath 
made  thee  whole."  The  damfel  having  expired  in  the  in- 
terim, Jefus,  who  beheld  with  pity  the  father's  grief,  bid 
him  not  fear,  but  firmly  believe;* and,  entering  the  houfe, 
ordered  the  mourners  to  ceafe  their  lamentation,  fince  the 
child  was  only  afleep ;  but,  whilfl  thefe  derided  him,  he, 
with  Peter,  James,  John,  and  the  maiden's  father,  af- 
Cendectto  the  upper  toom  ;  and,  taking  her  by  the  band, 
bid  her  arife  \  a  command  which  (he  immediately  obeyed", 
This  miracle  was  foon  blazed  abroad,  to  the  great  increafe 
of  his  fame,  notwithflanding  the  precautions  be  ufed  to 
prevent  its  being  known. 

He  foon  left  Capernaum,  in  order  to  revifit  his  native 
city  Nazareth  ;  and,  in  his  way  thither,  cured  two  poor 
blind  men.  He  went,  as  ufual,  into  their  fynagogue, 
and  preached  to  them  with  fuch  eloquence,  as  aftonifhed 
the  whole  audience  \  but  they,  remembering  the  meannef$ 
of  his  education  and  parentage*  were  oflended  at  his  pre^ 
fumption.  This  invincible  obflinacy,  on  their  part,  pre- 
vented his  working  any  fignal  miracles  there.  He  con- 
tented himfelf  with  healing  fuch  (ick  perfons  as  offered 
themfelves  in  his  way,  and  departed,  never  to  vifit  them 
again. 

"  Matth.  ix.  18,  &c.    Mark  v.  %ii  &c«    Luke  viii.  41,  &  feq. 
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^c  arc  now  come  to  the  third  year  of  our  Saviour's  A.  D, 
public  minlQry,  which  he  began  with  making  a  progrefs        33* 
through  all  the  cities  of  Galilee ;    where,  beholding  with 


S^nds  his 


his  ufual  compaOion,  the  multitudes  that  followed  him  f  !i/  / 
evcry-where,  and  bow  few  the  labourers  were  in  compa-  ^^j^ 
rifon  of  the  plentiful  harveft  in  view,  he  fent  his  twelve 
apoftles,  to  preach  alfo  through  all  that  country.  He  en* 
dowed  them  with  his  own  miraculous  gifts,  commanding 
them  to  be  difpenfed  with  the  fame  gratuitous  liberality 
as  that  with  which  they  were  received  j  at  the  fame  time 
forbidding  them  to  encumber  themfelves  with  any  worldly 
conveniencies ;  but  enjoining  them  to  depend  upon  Pro- 
vidence for  a  fupply  and  reward  worthy  their  charitable 
labour.  With  thefe  excellent  gifts  and  inilru6iion9  they 
departed,  whilil  Jefus  tarried  ftill  at,  or  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Capernaum,  where  he  heard,  about  this  time, 
the  news  of  the  Baptift's  death.  Hither  his  difciples  foon 
after  returned,  and,  with  no  fmall  joy,  acquainted  him 
with  the  fuccefs  of  their  late  miilion  v. 

Herod  had  only  laid  his  fears  afleep  by  the  death  of  his  Hero<ts 
troublefome  monitor,  which  were  foon  awaked  at  the  fame  fear  ubata 
of  Jefus,  whom  he  fuppofed  to  be  that  prophet  rifen  from  Chrifi. 
the  dead,  whilil  others  took  him  for  Elias,  or  forae  other 
of  the  ancient  prophets.    This  jealoufy  obliged  him  to 
withdraw  with  his  difciples  into  a  defert  place,  whither 
he  was  followed  by  a  great  multitude,  whom  he  taught 
in  the  wildemefs*     The  day  being  far  fpent,  and  viftuals 
fcarce,  Jefus,  unwilling  to  fend  them  away  fafting  a^d  Fetdifive 
faint,  made  the  people  fit  down  in  a  convenient  place  ;  *^oufami 
and,  having  bleifed  his  provifion,  which  confifted  in  all  ]^!f,gf^' 
of  five  barley-loaves  and  a  few  fmall  fifhes,  multiplied  and 
diftributed  it  among  them ;  and,  after  they  had  all  eaten  to 
fatietv,  his  difciples  were  ordered  to  gather  the  fragments, 
which  filled  twelve  baikets,  over  and  above  what  had  been 
eaten  by  the  multitude,  amounting  to  five  thoufand  men, 
befides,  women  and  children.     This  ftupendous  miracle 
confirmed  them  in  the  opinion  that  he  was  the  promifed 
Meffiah  ;  fo  that  they  were  now  confulting  to  make  hinv 
king  by  main  force ;  but,  as  foon  as  he  perceived  their 
intention,  he  refolved  to  convey  himfelf  far  enough  out 
of  their  reach  *.     He  therefore  bid  his  difciples  crofs  over 
the  lake  towards  Bethfaida,  whilft  he  (laid  to  difmifs  the 
people.    Whilft  his  difciples  were  on  th^  water,  he  with- 

^  Matth.  ibid.  &  fcq.    Mark  f  i.  ao.  «  John  vi.  5, 

«  ^.  ad  17. 

drew 


a  j8  Th^  Wfiory  of  the  jfeWS. 

drewjnto  a  retued  place  on  the  mountain,  .to  ipend  tomt 
part  of  the  night  in  prayer.    The  wind  being  then  con- 
.  trary,  and  very  fierce,  hindered  them  from  reaching  the 
fliore  ;    but,  whilft  they  were  rowing  and  toiling  in  yain, 
U^alif  99     Jefus  came  towards  them,  about  jhe*  fourth  or  laft  watch 
thijio,        of  the  night,  walking  on  the  boifterous  waves,  a  fight  at 
which  they  uttered  a  hideous  cry,  fuppoiing  that  they  had 
feen  what  the  Jews  caU  a  mazik  or  fpe£lre  ^.    Jefus  foon 
dii&pated  their  terror,  by  afiuring  them,  t^at  it  was  he  $ , 
but  Peter,  between  doubt  and  furprize,  anfwered  him, 
**  Lord,  if  it  be  thou,  bid  me  come  to  thee  on  the  water;" 
and»  being  permitted,  ventured  into- the  fea.     Afudden 
guft  of  wind  having  fwelled  the  furges>  and  his  faith  be- 
ginning to  faiU   he  found  himfelf  in  danger  of  finking, 
and  cried  out  to  his  Mafter  for  help.    Jefus  ftretched 
forth  his  hand,  upbraided  him  with  want  of  faith,  and 
helped  him  into  the  boat,  where  he  alfo  entered)   and  a 
calm  foon  enfued  '.     At  his  landing,  he  was  again  met  by 
innumerable  multitudes,  who  brpught  to  him  jtheir  difeat- 
ed  from  all  parts  to  be  cured.     Great  part  of  this  multi- 
tude, however,  confided  of  thofe  whom  he  had  miracu- 
louily  fed,  and  were  now  come  with   a  view  of  farther 
temporal  advantages  \  but  Chrift  rebuking  them  for  their 
fordid  motive,  and  explaining  the  fpiritual  nature  of  his 
miffion,  fo  difgufted  them,  that  they  immediately  forfook 
him. 
nird  Paf*      Thefe  things  happened  a  little  before  the  third  iPaffovcr 
fivtr  afur  after  his  entrance  into  his  miniftry ;  for  the  evangelift  hints  % 
Chriji  s        ^jj^^.  ^.j^jg  feftival  was  at  hand  ;  but  whether  Jefus  went  up 
into  kit       ^  ^*>  ^^  ^^\i  in  Galilee,  is  no-where  expreftly  mentioned. 
fniniflry.  The  fcaft  being  over,  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  fent 

J'hi  Pha-     fome  of  their  fpies  to  watch  his  words  and  a£tions,  in 
rtfees  try      order  to  coi left  foine  matter  of  accufation;  when  they 
htm  ^"^  '    blamed  him  and  his  difciples  for  eating  with  uilwafhed 
hands,  contrary  to  the  traditions  of  the  ancients,  and  the 
conftant  cuftom  of  the  Pharifaic  fed,  Jefus  retorted  upon 
them  the  hypocrify  of  cleanfing  the  hands,  difhes,  and 
other  vefieU,  whilft  their  hearts  were  left  in  all  their  filth 
Are  put  to    of  rapine,  deceit,  and  other  real  defilements.     He  ex- 
/iUnc9^         plained  the  mifchiefs  arifing  from  ioo  cloie  an  adherence 
to  thofe  traditions,  a  great  part  of  which,  though  plainly 
oppofite  to  the  divine  law,  were  yet  preferred  to  it  in  point 
of  authority  and  obiervance.    iie  demonftrated  the  im- 

y  Vide  AuA.  Tzeror,  Hamiuor*  &  Hebr.  Comment,  in  Pfal.  xcu 
z  Mattb.  XIV.  24,  ^feq.  Mark  xi«  46,  &feqv  John  vi.  16,  &c« 
«  Juhn  vi*  4* 
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piety  oi  fome,  and  ftupidity  of  others  of  thofe  troditioas  5 
fuch  as  thofe  that  abfolved  a  man  who  fwore  by  the  temple, 
but  not  him  that  fwore  by  the  gold  of  the  temple  j  or  him 
ihat  fwore  by  the  altar,  though  not  him  that  fwore  by  the 
gift  that  was  on  it ;  though  it  was  the  temple  that  fanc-« 
tified  the  gold,  and  the  altar  that  fan<aified  the  gift. 
Thefe  fevere  reflexions  irritated  thefe  Pharifaic  fpies  the 
morC)  as  they  appealed  to  the  capacity  of  the  meaneft  of 
his  atidknce,  and  could  not  but  infpire  the  people  with  ^ 
fingular  contempt  for  thofe  expounders  of  the  law,  as  well 
as  with  a  great  veneration  for  himfelf. 

To  avoid,  therefore,  the  perfecutions  which  were  likely 
to  be  raifed  againft  him  from  that  quarter,  he  withdrew 
towards  the  coafts  of  Tyre  and  Sidon,  and  entered  into  a 
houfe  privately  \  but  it  was  foon  befct  by  a  great  number 
of  fick,  who  came  to  be  cured.     Among  thefe  was  a  Ca-  He^^s  tU 
naanitifh  or  Syrophoenician  woman,   who  yet  addreflTed  ^y^.^M^- 
him  with  the  title  of  Lord,  and  Son  of  David,  eameftly  "JZ^"^^ 
intreating  him  in  behalf  of  her  daughter,  who  was  tor-  •  ' 

mented  with  a  devil.  Jefus  at  firft  feemed  fo  far  to  over- 
look her,  that  his  difciples  begged  of  him  either  to  grant 
the  fuit,  or  fend  her  away.  Jefus  telling  her  that  it  was 
not  fit  to  deprive  the  children  of  their  bread,  to  caft  it  unto 
dogs ;  Ihe  threw  herfelf  at  his  feet,  and  humbly  reminded 
him,  that  the  whelps  were  permitted  to  feed  on  the  crumbs 
that  fell  from  their  matter's  table-  Jefus  commended  her 
fingttlar  faith,  and  pronounced  her  daughter  healed ;  the  * 
woman,  highly  fatisfied,  returned  home,  where  (he  found 
her  daughter  fitting  on  the  bed  perfeftly  recovered  *. 

Shortly  after  this  excurfion,  Jefus  went  more  eaftward 
towards  the  head  of  Jordan,  and  took  a  progrcfs  through 
I>ecapoli6  (L),  where,  among  other  miraculous  cures,  he 
gave  fpeech  and  hearing  to  a  man  born  ^^^f  .^nd  dumb; 
infomuch  that  the  aftoniflied  multitude  c^ied  out,  **  That 
he  had  doije  all  things  well,  and  made  the  deaf  to  hear, 
and  the  dumb  to  fpeak."  He  was  followed  by  the  multi- 
tude from  thence  into  fome  defert  mountain,  where  he 
tarried  three  days,  teaching  them,  and  healing  all  their 
iicknefies.  As  they  had  brought  no  provifions,  Jefus» 
pitying  their  cafe,    once  more  exerted  his  miracult^ut 

«  Mattb.  XV.  ax»  &  feq« 

(L)  A  canton  in  Paleftine,    capital  of  which  was  Scythopo- 
fo  called  from  its  ten  cities,  fi-    lis ;  it  was  inoftly  inhabited  by 
tuate  fome  on  this,  and  fome    Gentiles, 
oa  the  other  fide  Jordan^  the  ' 
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power  in  feeding  their  bodies.  Finding  his  difciples  \aA 
ilill  feven  loaves,  and  a  few  fifhes,  he  multiplied  both  into 
a  fufficient  quantity  to  fatisfy  four  thoufand  men,  befides 
women  and  children ;  and  leren  bafkets  were  filled  with 
the  fragments  !  Croffing  the  Lake  of  Tiberias  towards  the 
fouth-eaft  parts  of  Magdala  or  Dalmanutha  **,  he  was  ao 
coded  again  by  fome  of  the  Pharifees  and  Sadducees,  who 
came  to  afk  a  (ign  ;  to  whom  having  anfwered,  as  for- 
merly, that  they  fhould  have  no  other  but  that  of  the  pro- 
phet Jonah,  he  failed  back^  an^  left  them  to  make  theap- 
I^ication. 

Arriving  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Caefarea  Philippj,  he 
began  to  queftion  his  difciples  what  the  Jews  commonly 
thought  of  his  perfon  and  charafler.  Being  anfwered, 
that  he  was  fuppofed  by  fome  to  be  John  the  Baptift,  by 
others  Elias,  or  fome  other  prophet ;  he  afked  them,  what 
their  own  opinion  was»  Simon  declaring  they  be- 
Ptter^scw'  Hevcd  him  to  be  the  Mefiiah,  the  Son  of  God,  Chriftfur- 
fejktt,  named  him  Peter,  or  Rock^  and  promifed  upon  that  rock 
to  build  his  church.  But  he  charged  him,  and  the  reft  of 
his  colleagues,  not  to  let  it  be  fo  much  as  whifpered 
abroad,  that. he  was  the  Mefliah  or  Chrift,  till  he  fhould 
be  rifen  from  the  dead  ^  (M).  But  as  he  had  given^  fuch  a 
foreufte  of  his  fufferings  and  death,  as  could  not  but  make 
a  deep  impreffion  on  their  minds,  confidering  that  they 
had  always  looked  upon  him  as  the  reftorer  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ifrael,  and  continued  to  do  fo  even  after  his  refurrec- 
tion  *",  he  thought  fit  to  give  fome  of  them  a  fpecimen  of 
his  future  glory. 

Peter,  James,  and  John  he  condufled  to  an  exceeding 

high  mountain,  generally  believed  to  have  been  Mount 

Trans/i'       Tabor,   or  Thabor,  and  was  there  transfigured.     This 

^uredupon  change  happened,  whilft  he  was  at  prayer  %  when  they 

b  Mattb.  zvi*  i,  &  feq.    Mark  viii.  10,  Sc  feq.  c  Lake 

ix.  iS,  &  feq.  &  alib.  d.  A£tsj.  6.  «  Luke  ix.  %%,  ^  feq# 


(M)  From  this  time,  finding 
their  faith  fo  well  founded,  he 
began  to  open  a  myflery  to 
them,  which  they  little  dreairi- 
ed  of,  but  which  it  was  high 
time  for  them  to  be  acquainted 
with  ;  namely,  that  of  his  fuf- 
ferings  and  death  at  Jerufalem. 
Peter,  thunderflruck,  as  it 
were,  nt  fuch  on  unexpeAed 


difcoverj^  could  not  forbear 
crying,  "  Lord,  far  be  it  from 
thee,  that  ever  any  fuch  thing 
ihould  befal  thed;"  but  he 
prefently  received  fuch  a  fc- 
vere  rebuke  from  him,  as  gave 
him  to  uiyierfland,  that  he 
was  but  a  novice  in  the  doc* 
trines  of  man's  redemption  and 
felf-denial, 

;  fuddcniy 


r 
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fliddenly1>eheld  a  luftre  darting  from  bis  face,  outfliining 
€ven  that  of  the  fun.,  His  garments  became  whiter  than 
fnow.  Mofes  and  £Has  appeared  alfo  in  their  glorified 
fiate»  and  conferred  with  him  about  the  fufFerings  and 
death  he  was  fliortly  to  undergo  at  Jerufalem^  The  three 
apoftlcs  were  confounded  at  the  divine  fplendour  that  fur- 
rounded  them ;  and  Peter,  in  a  kind  of  ecftatic  furprize, 
cried  out,  ^^  Lord,  how  good  is  it  for  us  to  be  here  !  Let 
us  make  three  tabernacles,  one  for  you,  one  for  Mofes, 
and  tha  third  for  Elias."  Then  they  heard  a  voice  from 
heaven,  faying,  **  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am 
ivell  pleafed:  hear  ye  him/'  At  thefe  words  they  re- 
mained proftrate  on  the  ground,  ftruck  with  wonder  and  . 
amazement,  till  their  mailer  came,  and  raifed  them  up  ; 
when,  upon  their  looking  about,  they  were  furprifed  to 
£nd  him  alone,  and  in  his  ufual  drefs  and  appearance  s. 

As  they  defcended  to  rejoin  the  reft  of  their  company^  Coma 
Jefus  gave  Peter,  and  h\%  two  aflbciates,  a  ftri£t  charge  to  doivn  from 
conceal   the  vifion,    till  he  was   rifen  from  the  dead.  theiMunU 
Thefe  laft  words  caufed  afrefh  queftion  among  them,  what 
the  exprei&on  of  his  rifing  from  the  dead  fhould  mean  ; 
for,  it  feems,  they  could  not  yet  perfuade  themfelves  of 
what  he  had  fo  lately  told  them  concerning  his  death  at 
Jerufalem.     However,  they  took,  care  not  to  fpeak  of  his 
transfiguration  till  after  his  refurre£lion.     By  that  time  DlJ^utehg* 
they  had  reached  the*  foot  of  the  mountain,  where  a  great  t^wun  the 
multitude,  and  among  them  fome  Pharifees,  waited  for  ^^Yrk"n' 
them,  and  had  wrangled  with  thofe  difciples  whom  Jefus  ^"fdpig^\  ' 
had  left  behind  ;  before  he  could  enquire  into  the  occa*- 
fioh  of  their  difpute,  a  man,  preffing  through  the  croud, 
fell  proftrate  at  his  feet,  and  implored  his  affiftance  in  the 
behalf  of  his  fon,  who  was  miferably  tormented  with  a 
dumb  demon,  by  whom  he  was  fometimes  hurried  into 
the  fire,  and  at  other  times  into  the  water.    This  mifer*  • 
able  ohjcGt  had  been  brought  to  the  difciples  5  but  they 
couM  give  him  no  relief.     Jefus,  upbraiding  both  his  dil* 
ciples,  and  the  whole  Jewifli  generation,  with  their  want 
of  faith,  ordered  the  child  to  be  brought  before  him  ;  and, 
whilft  he  was  in  the  ftrongeft  convulfions  and  agonies* 
aflured   the  forrowing  father,  that  if  he  could  believe, 
the  cure  of  his  fon  would  be  eafily  performed.     The  fa- 
ther immediately  cried  out,  **  Lordf  I  believe  5  fupply  my 
unbelief:**   and  Jefus,  rebuking  the  evil  fpirit,  he  fled 
with  hideous  cries,  leaving   the   boy  breathlefs  on   the 

^  Conf.  Pf.  cxxxviii.  a,  Sc  Philip,  iii.  9,  g  Mattb*  xvii.  i^ 

&  feq.    Mark  vi,  a,  &  feq.    I^uke  ix.  aS,  Sc  feq. 
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ground ;  infonmch  that  the  hy-ftanders  believed  him  dead 
but  Jefusy  taking  him  by  the  hand,  raifed  him,  and  de* 
livcred  him  to  his  father,  perfeftly  cured.  As  foon  as 
they  had  withdrawn  themfelves  from  the  aftoni&ed  mul- 
titude, his  difciples  begged  of  him  to  know  the  reafon 
why  they  had  in  vain  attempted  to  caft  this  devil  out? 
He  anfwered,  that  all  their  difappointments  were  owi 
ing  to  want  of  faith ;  but  that  this  particular  mifcarriage 
.was  owing  to  their  negleft  of  fading  and  prayer  ^. 

As  they  were  moving  towards  Capernaum,  freed  from 
the  croud,  Jefus  took  this  opportunity  to  fpeak  to  the 
twelve  concerning  his  approaching  death ;  and  to  afTure 
them,  that  he  fliould  be  betrayed  into  wicked  hand^,  to  be 
crucified ;  but  that  he  fliould  rife  again  on  the  third  day. 
But  they  feem  to  have  been  fo  prepoflefled  with  a  notion 
of  an  earthly  kingdom,  that,  inftead  of  defiring  him  to 
explain  farther  to  them  the  myftery  -of  his  crofs,  they 
were  rather  debating-  how  he  was  likely  to  difpofe  of  the 
new  dignities,  which  they  had  more  immediately  in  view. 
This  difpute  lafted  till  they  arrived  at  the  city,  where  the 
coUeftors  alked  them,  whether  their  Mafter  did  not  pay 
the  ufual  tribute :  and  Peter  anfwered  in  the  affirmative. 
Jefus,  however,  plainly  hinted  that  tribute  was  due  only 
from  ftrangers,  and  not  from  the  chiMreir,.  or  thofe  who 
are  free-born,  Neverthelefs,  added  he,  to  Peter,  to  pre- 
vent giving  any  offence  on  that  account,  **  -Go  and  caft 
thy  hook  into  the  lake  ;  and  in  the  mouth  of  the  firft  fifli 
thou  takeft,  thou  will  find  a  piece  of  money ;  pay  that  for 
thee  and  me  ^" 

When  Peter  returned,  Jefus  aiked  them  what  they  had 
been  difputing  about  in  their  way  thither ;  wbiHl  they, 
confcioys  of  tbeii  ill-timed  ambition,  held  their  peacci^ 
But  he,  who  knew  their  thoughts,  taking  a  child  in  his 
arms,  exprefsly  told  them,  that  the  only  way  of  becoming 
great  in  his  heavenly  kingdom,  was  to  be  like  that  little 
child  in  innocence  and  humility.  He  proceeded  to  expa- 
tiate on  the  virtues  of  charity,  an  A  forgivenefs  of  injuries, 
which  he  recommended  in  the  moft  eameft  manner  to 
thoir  pra£lice  and  cultivation  :  and  direfted  them  in  what 
manner  to  admonifli  offenders,  before  they  fliould  be  con- 
demned and  cut  off  from  fociety. 

After  a  fliort  ftay  at  Capernaum,  the  feafl:  of  taber» 
nacles  drawing  near,  fome  of  his.  relations,  who  were 
the  moft  backward  to  believe  him,  obferving  how  the  fear 

h  Matth.  xvii*  14,  &  feq.  Mairk  ix.  I4.»  &  feq.  Luke  nc.  37,  & 
ieq.  1  Matth,  ibid*  21,  &  feq.    Mark  &  Luke  ubi  fupra, 
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of  the  Jews  had  made  him  avoid  going  into  Judaea  *,tbok 

upon  them  to  tell  him,  that  if  his  defign  was  to  be  known 

to  the  world,  he  ought  to  fhew  himfelf  at  Jerufalem  to 

the  great  concourfe  of  people  that  would  be  there  aflem- 

bled  at  the  feaft,  inftead  of  hiding  himfelf  in  thofe  ob* 

fcure  corners  of  Galilee.    Jefus,    inftead   of  reproving 

their  temerity,  only  took  occafion  to  remind  them,  that 

they,  indeed,  had  nothing  to  fear  there  from  the  Jews ;  but 

that  it  was  otherwife  with  him,  agamft  whofe  life  the 

heads  of  that  nation  were  more  bufily  plotting  at  this  time 

than  ever.     He  therefore'  told  them  that  they  might  go  Goes  to  ihg 

thither  as  foon  as  they  pjeafed ;  but,  as  to  himfelf,  he  ff^^ft  ^f  '^- 

would  take  his  own  time.    He  ftaid  not  long,  however,  *^^*^"^'* 

after  them ;  but  went  thither  in  the  privateft  manner,  for 

fear  oi  awaking  the  jealoufy  of  his  enemies  (N). 

Before  he  reached  Jerufalem,  he  was  pleafed  to  appoint  Appoints 
another  college  of  difciples,  to  the  number  of  feventy,  an-  feyenty 
fwering  to  the  number  of  the  elders  chqfen  by  Mofes  to  ^i/<^'/*'' 
be  his  afliftants  ^  as  that  of  the  twelve  apoftles  anfwered 
to  the  twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael.     Thefe  he  font  alfo  by  two 
and  two,  and  with  the  fame  inftru£lions,  and  miraculous 
power,  which  he  had  given  to  the  twelve  apoftles ;  with 
this  difference  only,  that  the  latter  were  permitted  to  go 
to  any  city  of  Ifrael,  but  the  former  only  to  thofe  parti- 
cular places,  where  he  himfelf  defigned  to  come  after  and 
preach".     He  appeared  publicly  in  the  temple  about  the  Teaches  in 
latter  end  of  the  feaft,  teaching  openly,  and  difplayed  the  temple. 
fuch  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  facred  books,  that 
they  could  not  forbear  afking  one  another  in  a  kind  of 
amazement,  whence  a  man  of  fo  mean  an  education  could 
ever  attain  to  fo  much  knowlege.    When  Jefus  heard  this 


lesi 


k  John  viJ.  I,  &  fcq, 
a  Luke  X.  T,  &  feq. 


1  Vide  £xod.  xviii.  pafT.    Deut.  i.  9. 


(N)  In  his  way  thither  he 
chofe  to  go  through  fome  parts 
of  Samaria,  and  fent  one  or 
two  of  his  difciples  to  prepare 
a  lodging  for  him  at  one  of 
their  towns  on  the  road;  but 
thefe,  according  to  their  ufual 
rancour,  underAanding  that  he 
was  going  to  Jerrufalem  to  the 
approaching  feaft,  refufed  to 
give  him  any  entertainment ; 
a  refuial  which  fo  exafperated 
his  company,  that  James,  and 


John,  the  fons  of  Zebedee, 
ftyledBoanergeSjWere  for  bring- 
ing down  fire  from  heaven  to 
confume  that  ungodly  place. 
But  Jefus  gave  them  fo  fev«re 
a  rebuke,  as  made  thom  fenii- 
ble  how  diametrically  oppofite 
fuch  a  revengeful  and  murder- 
ing fpirit  was,  to  that  meek  and 
clwritable  one,  which  brought 
him  from  heaven  to  fave  man- 
kind. 


Rz 


reafoniog) 
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reafoning,  ht  affured  them,  that  bis  doftrinc  was  not  front 
men,  but  from  heaven  ;  and  that  if  any  of  them  were  fin- 
cerely  difpofed  to  do  the  will  of  God,  they  would  foon 
be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  what  he  faid.  Whilft  fome 
admired  his  courage,  >n  fpeaking  fuch  bold  truths  at  the 
hazard  of  hi*  life,  and  affirmed  his  mirades  proved  him  to 
fce  the  true  Meffiah  ;  others  objected  to  the  known  mean- 
»efs  of  his  birth  and  parentage^  To  thefe  he  anfwered, 
that  whatever  they  might  know  of  his  earthly  pedigree, 
they  were  wholly  ignorant  of  his  heavcBly  defcent.  He 
enforced  his  doftrines  by  fuch  irrefragable  proofs,  that  a 
great  number  of  them  publicly  pfofefled  their  belief  in  him ;. 
which  fuccefe,  when  the  Jewifh  magiftrates  knew,  they 
fent  fome  of  their  officers  to  take  him  into  cuftody.  But, 
as  his  time  was  not  yet  come,  inftead  of  following  their 
inftruftions,  they  came  back  filled  with  admiration^  and 
told  thofe  chie£s>  that  they  never  beard  a  ttian  fpeak  like 

^    ^  Among 

*  John  v^ii*  ii,  tc  (eqv 

(O)  Tie  Phariftcs,  exafpe-  pretended  to  have  a  defire  to 

rated  to  hear  fuch  numbers  of  know  what  he  thought  was  to 

the  multitude,  and  particularly  be  done  in  this  cafe,  that  they 

the  officrrs  fent  to  fcize  him,,  might  find  fome  accufation  a** 

declare  themfehret  fo  openly  gainfi  him,  fuch  as  either  his 

in  his  favour,    were  loultf  in  too  great  feverity,  if  he  con-* 

their  invectives,  alleging,  that  demned ;  or,  if  he  did  not,  his 

none  of  their  learned  rabbies  too  great  indolgence,  and  dif- 

or  rulers,  or  indeed  any  but  an  regard  to  the  law  ;  or,  in  either 

ignorant  mob,  bad  believed  in  cafe,    his  afiiaming  a  judicial 

him.    Here  Nicodemus,  who  power.    Jefus,  who  eafily  per- 

•     was  his  difeiple,  though  fe-  ceived  their  malicious  defign, 

eretly,  reminded   thofe    hot-  (looped  down,  and  made  as  if 

headed  zealots,  that  the  law  he'  did  not  hear  them  ;  bui; 

did  not  permit  them  to  con-  was  writing  fomething  with  his 

demn  a  man  in  that  ra(h  and  finger  on  the  grounds    But  be- 

mercilefs  manner,  and  without  ing  prefTed  to  declare  his  mind^ 

hearing  what  he  had  to  fay  in  he  rofe  up,  and  told  them^  that 

his  oivn  defence.  he  who   was    free    from    fin 

Jefus  went  that  night  out  of  fhould  cafi:  the  firil  flonCy  and: 
the  city,  and  retired  towards  then  returned  to  his  former  at- 
the  mount  of  Olives  ;  and  re-  titude.  This  unlooked-for  an- 
tnrned  again  early  in  the  morn-  fwer  filled  thofe  holy  hypo* 
ing,  and  taught  in  the  trea-  crites  not  only  with  wonder^ 
fury  of  the  temple,  where  the  but  with  fuch  fiiame  and  re- 
Scribes  and  Pharifeeft  brough*  inorfe,  that  they  withdrew,  one 
an  aduhtefs  before  him,  faid  to  after  another,  and  left  the  wo- 
be  taken  in  the  very  a6t»  They  maa  ^one  with  him.    Wheai 

Jefua 
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Among  other  tenets,  he  declared  that  be  himfelf  wai? 
the  true  light  of  the  world,  and  that  thofe  who  followed 
liim  were  free  from  darknefs.  This  expreifion  inc^nfed  Pharifta 
die  Pharifces  afrcfh^  and  they  treated  him  contemptu-*  offendidt^ 
ouily,  as  bearing  teftimony  of  himfelf  j  but  were  an-  ^ri^* 
fwered,  that  they  indeed  were  peculiarly  famed  for  conv-, 
plimentmg  one  anothei:}  but,  as  for  him,  he  had  the 
teftimony  of  Mofes  aad  the  prophets,  of  John  the  Baptift^j 
and,  above  allj  tbajt  of  hW  heavenly  Father,  of  which  th^ 
fiupendous  works^  which  he  wrought  before  them,  were: 
iindeniable  ptropfs.  ^  Btcti"  added  he,  "  this  will  more 
evidently  appear  after  ye  ha^e  lifted  me  up  on  tbje  crofsj 
for  then  {hall  my  difciple«  £nd  ^facmfelves  truly  freed  frona 
that  yoke  and  thraldom,  under. which  the  reft  of  the  world 
groans."  The  Pharitfees  repUed,  that  they  being  Abra«^ 
ham's  children,  it  wa«  out  of  bis  power  to  make  thenn  / 

freer  than  they  v^rc,  iince  they  ^ad  never  been  in  bond- 
age to  any;  but  Jefus  tdld  l^em^  that  if  .their  aflions  were  fttsfe'uif^ 
ko  determine  whofe  childrca  *thcy  were,  their  pride,  ava*  rtpt^tf  ^r 
rice,  perfecuting  and  murdering  fpirit,  and  their  perverfe  Minb 
oppofing  of  all  faving  truths,  cather  proved  them  the  chil- 
dren of  the  devil,  and  the  Haves  of  fin,  than  the  free»- 
born  ofFspring  of  a  righteous  Abraham^  The  Jews  re^- 
criminated,  by  calling  him  a  Samajrltan,  and  a  demoniac  y 
and  he  retorted  the  charge  with  great  power.  Then^ 
turning  to  his  audience,  **  This  I  afliire  you  of  (faid  he) 
that  he  who  obeys  the  diviae  law  which  I  am  preaching 
unto  you,  fliall  never  die.**  This  doubtful  expreffion  raifed 
new  arguments,  and  extorted  freih  inve£tives  from  the 
Jews,  wha  attempted  to  done  him  ;  but  he  as  often  mi** 
raculoufly  conveyed  faimfdf  itsrithoAit  the  reach  of  their  re^ 
fentment^ 

In  his  way  to  GalQee,  he  flopped  at  a  certain  fmall  Enurt^^ 
village  called  Bethany,  fituate  on  the  fartheft  part  of  the  '^  ^  ^^^^ 
Mount  of  Olives,  where  he  was  ententained  py  Lazarus  ^jf  ^"^ 
jmd  his  two  fifters,  Martha  and  Mary-  ^^* 

From  Bethany  he  proceeded  to  Galilee,  where  he  wer^  Reaches  /# 
about  teaching  m  every  fynagogue,  and  other  convenient-  Galilie» 
places,  and  ftill  confirming  all  he  advanced  witli  ne>v^ 

^  John  vili.  1  ft,  U  feq.  30,  U  fe^. 

|efus  flood  up,  and  found  all    **  Go  thy   way,    and  fin   no' 
her  accuiers  gone,  he  difraifTed    more  ;**  and  then  refumed  his 
her  with  this   mild    reproof,    difcourfe  to  his  audience  (i)« 

i*)  John  Tiii.  2»  &  feq« 

^  3  jmiracles* 
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Heals  an     miracles  P.    Perceiving  in  the  fynagogue  a  poor  decrepit 
9ld  deere-    woman,  whom  old  age  and  ficknefs  had  fo  bowed  down, 
pit  woman,  jjjjj^  jj^g  i^ad  not  been  able  to  raife  herfelf  up  during  the 
fpace  of  eighteen  yearsj  he  called  her  to  him ;  and,  hav- 
ing laid  his  hands  on  fier,  pronounced  her  friee  from  her 
infirmity. 

After  frequent  peragrations  through  Galilee  and  Ju- 
dxa,  he  repaired  to  the  feaft  of  the  dedication  of  the  tem- 
ple, inftituted  by  Judas  Maccabxus.  He  chanced  on  a 
fabbath-day  to  meet  in  the  ftreet  a  man*  that  was  born 
blind,  concerning  whom  his  difciples  afked  him,  whether 
the  fms  of  his  parents,  or  his  own,  bad  brought  that  ca- 
lamity upon  him.  Jefus  anfwered,  that  neither  his  own 
nor  his  forefathers  fins  were  the  caufe  of  his  blindnefs ;  but 
that  God  fufFcred  fuch  things  to  happen  for  the  greater 
manifeftation  of  his  unlimited  power.  So  faying,  he  fpit 
upon  the  gi-ound,  and  anointed  the  blind  man's  eyes  with 
the  moiftened  earth,  and  bid  him  go  and  wa£h  himfelf  in 
Citres  a  Siloam's  pool.  The  patient  obeyed,  and  obtained  his* 
man  that  fight,  to  the  no  fmali  admiration  of  all  that  faw  him,  who 
'blind  ^^'^  could  hardly  perfuade  thcmfelves  that  he  was  the  fame 
perfon,  whom  they  had  known  fo  long  deprived  of  his 
eye-fight.  The  news  of  this  wonderful  cure  foon  reached 
the  fanhedrim,  whither  the  man  was  alfo  brought,  and 
carefully  examined  ;  but,  upon  his  acquainting  them  with 
the  circumftance  of  Jefus's  anointing  his  eyes  with  the 
clay  made  with  fpittle,  a  great  diflenfion  arofe  among 
them  ;  one  fide  affirming  this  a£tion  to  be  a  breach  of  the 
fabbath,  and  the  other  afking  them,  how  they  could  fuppofe 
it  poflible  for  a  finner  and  fabbath-breaker  to  work  fiich 
an  extraordinary  miracle.  To  be  fatisfied  of  the  truth  of 
the  faft,  they  ordered  the  rnan's  parents  to  be  brought  be- 
fore them,  who,  upon  examination,  owned  him  to  be 
their  fon,  and  to  have  been  born  blind  ;  but  pretended  to 
be  ignorant  how  he  had  received  his  fight.  tJpon  their 
receiving  this  farther  evidence,  they  called  the  young  man 
in  again,  and  bid  him  afcribe  the  glory  of  his  cure  to 
God  alone;  for,  as  to  the  perfon  who  had  wrought  it, 
they  knew  him  to  be  a  finner  and  a  cheat.  The  young 
man  at  length  took  the  liberty  to  plead  in  his  defence  5 
and  to  remind  them,  that  fince  the  creation  of  the  world 
no  fuch  cure  had  ever  been  Tyrougbt  on  a  man  born  blind  v 
and  that  it  was  confequently  not  only  above  the  power  of 
f^ich  a  hateful  finner,  as  they  reprefented  him,*  but  even 

p  Luke  ^i.  &  xii.  paQV 

above 


Tife  Hiftory  of  the  Jews.  247 

above  the  power  of  any  but*  a  true  prophet  fent  from  AD. 
heaved.     They  were  flUl  more  exafperated  to  hear  them-        34. 
felves  reproved  by  a  man  whom  they  accounted  altogether 


born  in  fin ;  and,  after  a  fevere  and  contemptuous  rebuke,   ^^.^  fanht' 
wdered  him  to  be  turned  out  of  the  aflembly^.  Id^mn^him 

We  fliall  omit  a  great  number  of  his  excellent  fermons,  ^^^ 
parables,  ftrenuous  ftruggles  with  the  incredulous  Jews, 
and  frequent  perfecutions  from  the  Pharifees  and  Sad- 
ducces,  and  proceed  to  fpecify  that  celebrated  miracle, 
which  determined  the  fanhedrim  at  length  to  put  him  to 
death.  We  mean  the  raifing  of  his  friend  Lazarus  from 
death  to  life,  after  he  had  been  four  days  buried. 

Jefus  had  defignedly  conveyed  himfelf  at  fome  diftancc   Heratfes 
from  him,  during  the  time  of  his  ficknefs ;  and  had  at  laft   Latcarus 
acquainted  his  difcipl^  with  his  death,  adding,  that  he  f^^^  '^' 
would  now  go  and  raife  him  up  to  life.     Upon  his  ap-         * 
proaching  Bethany,  Martha  went  to  mfeet  him  at  fome 
diftance   from  the  place,    and  complained  to   him  with 
tears,  that  if  he  had  been  there,  her  brother  would  not 
have  died.     Jefus  comforted  her  with  the  promife  of  his 
rifing  again ;  but  {he,  underftanding  it  of  the  laft  refur- 
reftion,  earneftly  entreated  that  he  would  now  ufe  his 
never-failing  interceffion  with  God  to  have  him  reftored 
to  life.    Having  obtained  a  promife  to  this  efFeft,  fhe 
went  in  hafte  to  call  her  fifter,  who  came,  accordingly, 
accompanied  with  a  great  number  of  Jews,  wha  fuppofed 
ihe  was  going  to  vent  her  tears  at  her  brother's  grave. " 
Jefus  having  ordered  the  grave- ftone  to  be  removed,  Mar- 
tha cried  put,  **  Lord,  by  this  time  he  ftinketh."     But  he 
addrefTing  himfelf  to  Heaven  in  a  pathetic  prayer,  ex- 
claimed, **  Lazarus,  come  forth.^'     At  this  fummons  he 
came  forth  accordingly,  bound,  as  he  was,  in  his  funeral 
drefs>  from  which  he  was  immediately  loofed  '. 

The  fanhedrim  was  foon  acquainted  with  this  tranf-   ej-fjg  ygtw, 
aftion,  and  in  no  fmall  concern  how  to  put  an  effe6tual    con/u!t  to 
flop  to  this  increafe,  both  of  his  fame,  and  of  the  number   P^^  ^""  '* 
of  his  difciples.     For,  as  they  argued;  if  we  fufFer  him   ^'^^^' 
to  work  fuch  fignal  miracles,  all  men  will  believe  in  him  ; 
the  confequence  of  which  they  feared  would  be,  that  the 
jealous  Romans   "  would   come  and  deftroy  both  their 
place  and  nation.*'     At  length  Caiaphas  the  high-prieft   Cmaphas 
flood  up,  and  fpake  to  this  efFe£l :  **  You  feem  to  know  frcjhtjies 
nothing,  nor  to  confider,  that  it  is  expedient,  one  man    'f'^'^  ^-^^^^ft 
flioulddie  to  prevent  the  ruin  of  a  nation  • ;"  little  think-  j'^  .^f^ 
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ing  that  be  was  then  infpiYed  from  above^  and  was  de« 
livering  the  will  and  decrees  of  Heaven,  that  Jefus  ihould 
fuffer  death,  not  for  the  Jewifli  nation  only,  but  for  all 
the  faithful,  which  were  to  be  gathered  together  in  him, 
from  the  four  comers  of  the  earth.     For,  being  high<* 
prieft  that  year,  it  pleafed  God  to  give  him  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy,  to  utter  this  great  and  comfortable  truth,  and 
thereby  farther  to  manifeft  the  accompliihment  of  the  di*f 
vine  oracles  concerning  the  Meffiah*s  dying  for  the  fins  of 
the  world.     His  advice  was  readily  embraced,  and,  after 
they  had  refolved  on  his  death,  they  were  eafily  deter*? 
mined  to  cut  off  Lazarus  alfo,  the  &ght  of  whom  dailjp 
increafed  the  number  of  believers* 
Jefus  re-         But  Jefus,  who  knew  his  own  appointed  time,  as  well 
tirtj  into  a  as  the  refult  of  their  laft  confultation,  withdrew  into  a 
vfiidernijs.  fm^jj  ^^y  called  Ephraim,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
wildernefs  of  that  name  %  and  there  continued  with  hia 
difciples  till  the  approaching  feaft  of  the  PafTover.     He 
left  this  retreat  fix  days  before  that  feaft,  to  go  up  to  Je« 
Comis  t$      jfixhlcm ;  and  took  Bethany  in  his  way,  where  Lazarus 
Bethany      ^nd  his  fifters  entertained  him  and  his  difciples  at  fupper* 
Whilft  they  were  eating,  Mary,  to  (hew  her  extreme  re- 
gard to  their  gueft,  came  and  anointed  his  feet  with  a 
precious  ointment  of  fpikenard,  whofe  fragrancy  filled  th^ 
lAary  whole  houfe.    Whilft  the  difciples  were  wondering  at  her 

anoinu  bis    profufenefs,  Judas,  whom  we  obferved  to  have  been  theif 
^^*  purfe-bearer,  could  not  conceal  his  indignation  ;  and  aik« 

ing  why  the  ointment  was  not  rather  fold,  and  the  money 

S riven  to  the  poor,  the  reft  of  the  twelve  feemed  alfo  in 
bme  meafure  difpleafed  %  till  Jefus  feverely  rebuked  him, 
and  excufed  her  generous  a£tion,  as  an  anticipation  of  hiai 
burial-rite ;   adding,  that  the  memorial  of  it  (hould  be 
preferved  to  her  honour,  as  far  and  as  long  as  the  preach- 
ing of  his  gofpel  Ihould  reach  or  endure  '^^ 
Ckrifl  gas       Next  day  Jefus,  knowing  his  time  to  be  juft  at  hand^ 
firaUto        repaired  to  Jerufalem,  whilft  his  difciples,  to  whom  he 
Jerr/^ifi.  had  foretold  all  the  circumftances  of  his  future  fufi^eringsi 
and  death  \  accompanied  him  with  heavy  hearts.    When 
they  were  come  to  Bethphage,  upon  Mount  Olivet,  within 
^  mile  of  Jerufalem,  Jefus  dire£led  two  of  his  difciples  tQ 
a  place  where  two  roads  met,  and  bid  them  bring  from 
thence  a  ihe-afs,  with  a   young  colt  by  her,  that  had 

%  Vide  T^  Sam.  xyiii.  6,  &  feq.         "  ConC.  Mattfa*  xxvU  S«    Mark 
xiv.  4.  &  John  xii.  4.         ▼  John  xii.  7,  &  feq,  <  Vide  Mutb. 
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neter  been  Iwicked.  They  brought  the  aft  and  colt  ac- 
cordingly ;  and  having  fpread  a  garment  upon  the  lattert 
fet  Jefus  on  it,  and  accompanied  him  to  Jerufalem,  in 
triumph^  attended  by  multitudes  j  fome  of  whom  ftrcwcd 
the  way  with  their  garments,  and  green  boughs,  crying 
out  ^  Hofannah ;  blefled  is  the  Son  of  David,  and  bleded 
is  the  King  of  Ifrae),  who  cometh  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  (P)  !"  ^     ^ 

Jefus  repaired  immediately  to  the  temple,  and  again  ex-  MonJof 
pclled  all  the  pedlars  from  that  facred  place  ;  whilft  the  before  hi$ 
wondering  populace  continued  their  acclamations  of  ^*  Ho-  fajffhn* 
fannah  to  the  Son  of  David  V*  to  the  great  fcandal  of  the 
PharifeeSf  who  exerted  all  their  influence  to  difperfe  the 

(P)  Thus  was  that  famous  unhappy  metropolis  having  re* 
prophecy  of  Zechariah  fulfill-  vived  in  his  mind  the  more 
(d ;  **  Fear  not,  O  daughter  of  dreadful  profpe<^  of  that  ap<* 
Sion  :  behold,  thy  king  cometh  proachiag  ruin,  which  was  now 
to    thee,    juft,    humble,   and  haftening  upon  it,  and  which 
meek,  and  riding  on  the  foal  of  he  himfelf  had  more  than  once 
aa  a(s*"    The  multitudes  flill  foretold  to  his  difciples,  it  was 
increadng  as  they  went  on,  the  then  a   proper  time  to  damp 
Pharifees,  who  beheld  the  fight,  their  untimely  joys,  by  remind- 
and  heard  thofe  acclamations,  ing  them  of  it ;    and  here  it 
with  nofmall  indignation,  drew  was  that  the  difmal  fcene,  hav. 
nearer  to  him,  and  earneftly  de-  ing  quite  difarmed  him  of  his 
fired  him,  that  he  would  com-  anger  and  refentment,   made 
nand  at  leafl  his  difciples,  if  him  break  out  into  the  follow* 
not  the  whole  croud,  to.  be  fi-  ing    compailionate    expoftula^ 
kilt.     But  Jefus  rather  chofe  tion,  mixed  with  a  flood  of 
to  filence  their  own  envy,  by  tears  :    ^'  Oh  that  thou  hadft 
aiGiring  them,   that,  if  thofe  but  known,  at  lead  in  thefe  thy 
ihould  hold  their  peace,   the  latter  days,    the    things    that 
veiy  ilones  would  cry  out,  and  would  have  conduced  to  thy 
proclaim  the  divine  Author  of  peace  !  but  now  are  they  hid- 
10  many  glorious  miracles  But  den  from  thee;  and  now  the 
he  took  a  much  more  eftedual  fad  appointed  time  draws  near^ 
method  to  fupprefs  the  pomp  when  the  enemy  fhall  furround 
and noifeof  that  mock-triumph,  thee  with  trenches,  and  indofe 
as  well  astheHofannahsofthe  thee  on  every  fide,   butcher 
multitude,    which  he  but  too  thy  children  within  thy  bo- 
well  knew  would  in  a  few  days  fom,  and  level  thee  with  the 
be  changed  into  the  blafphe-  ground,  fo  that  not  a  (lone  (hall 
mous'cry  of,   **  Away  with  be  left  {landing  upon  another, 
him,  crucify   him!**    for,   as  becaufe  thou  wouldft  not  know 
he  drew  nearer  to  Jerufalem,  the  time  of  thy  vifitation  (2)»** 
the  fight  of  that  rebellious  and 
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multitude;  But  Jefus  expofed  their  malice  and  obftinacy 
by  fuch  ftrong  arguments,  and  fevere  parables,  that  tbey 
would  doubt lefs  have  laid  hold  on  him,  had  they  not  been 
over-awed  by  the  multitude^.  Undqrftanding  that  a 
number  of  Greeks^  who  had  come  to  the  feaft,  were  de- 
firous  to  fee  him,  he  caufed  them  to  be  admitted,  and  en- 
tertained them  with  a  difcourfe  on  his  own  fufierings.  Iq 
conclufion,  he  exclaimed,  **  Father,  glorify  thy  name !" 
and  was  anfwered  by  a  voice  from  heaven,  **  I  have  both 
glqrified  it,  and  will  glorify  it  again."  The  people  mif-* 
took  the  voice,  fome  for  that  of  aq  angel,  fpeaking  to 
him,  fome  for  what  they  called  the  bath-col  (  Q^y  and 
others  for  a  clap  of  thunder;  till  he  aiTured  them,  that  it 
was  a  real  voice  fen t  from  heaven,  not  for  his,  but  their 
fakes;  and  to  warn  them  tp  make  a  right  ufe  of  that 
light,  or  irrefragable  evidence,  which  he  had  afforded 
them,  left  they  (hould  bring  upon  themfelves  a  judicial 
blindnefs.  *^  For,  added  he,  when  I  am  OQce  lifted  up, 
alluding  to  his  death  upon  the  crofs,  I  (hall  draw  all  merf 
unto  me  *.** 

Jefus,  to  avoid  the  croud,  withdrew  with  his  difciples 
for  that  night  to  Bethany ;  and  next  morning  they  re-? 
turned  to  Jerufalem.  In  his  way  he  obferyed  a  fig-tree 
afar  off,  fall  of  leaves  indeed  ;  but,  upon  his  approaching 
nearer,  perceiving  no  fruit,  he  curfed  it,  and  it  prefently 
withered.  Jefus  had  fcarce  entered  the  temple  again, 
when  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  began  to  infift  upon  hit 
giving  them  fome  frefh  proofs  of  his  miffion  and  autho* 
rity ;  they  were  referred  to  the  teftimony  of  John  the 
Baptift,  which  they  neither  could  deny  without  danger, 
nor  own  without  condemning  themfelves.  The  next  that 
attacked  him  were  the  Sadducees,  armed,  as  they  thought, 
with  fuch  a  puzzling  queftion  againft  the  refurreftion,  as 
all  his  learning. could  not  elude.  It  was  of  a  woman,  who, 
having  been  married,  according  to  the  Mofaic  law  %  to 

7  Maltli.  xxi.  24,  ad  fin,      <  John  xii*  10,  &  feq.       "  Deut.  xxv.  5, 


(Q^)  This  word,  which  lite- 
rally fignifies  the  daughter  voice^ 
or  daughter  of  the  voice  ^  is  what 
the  Jews  have  fuhftitutcd  to  the 
gift  cf  prophecy,  after  this  laft 
had  been  extindt  in  Zechariah 
and  Malachi,  the  laft  of  the 
prophets.  For  though  they  al- 
low, that  feveral  efiunent  mea 


among  them  have  been  fincc 
endowed  with  it,  yet  they 
looked  upon  them  in  an  in? 
ferior  view  to  the  former,  who 
received  theirs  by  immediate 
infpiration,  whilft  thefe  had  it 
chiefly  by  the  help  of  the  bathf 
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fcvcn  brethren,  who  had  died  at  length  without  having 
any  children  by  one  of  them*  They  alked  him,  therefore, 
3"  there  was  any  refnrreftion,  whofe  wife  (he  muft  be, 
fince  they  all  had  her  to  wife. 

"  Do  ye  not  therefore  err,"  faid  he,  ^^  becaufe  ye  know  Sadducttt  • 
not  the  Scriptures,  nor  the  power  of  God?"  Implying,-  puttoji* 
that  their  denial  of  the  refurreSion  proceeded  from  their  ^^^^* 
cither  not  acknowleging,  or,  if  they  did,  from  their  not 
properly  confidering  the  fcnfe  of  the  Scriptures,  and  the 
extent  of  the  Divine  Power.     For,  faid   he  to  them,  the  ^hefutiKr$ 
ftate  of  the  bleffed  after   the  refurredion,  is  not  to  be  -r^^l^' 
meafured  by  the  exigencies  of  this  life.     Here  marriage  is 
aeceflary  to  keep  up  the  race  of  mankind  ;  there  they  will, 
like  the  angeU  in  heaven,  be   free  from  fuch  appetites, 
where  their  life  will  be  wholly  fpiritual.    He,  in  his  turn, 
propofed    a   queftion  to   them  concerning  the  MefBah, 
namely,  **  Whofe  fon  they  thought  he  was  to  be."     To 
which  they  anfwered  with  one  accord,  '*  The  fon  of  Da- 
vid.    "If  fo,"  faid  he  to  them,  **  how  came  David   to 
call  him  Lord  by  the  Spirit,"  faying,  *^  The  Lord  faid 
unto  my  Lord,  fit  thou  on  ray  right  hand  ?    How  then 
think  ye  he  could  be  at  once  his  Lord  and  his  fon  ?  "  They 
were  fo  much  confounded  ac  this  dedufi'ion,  that  they 
troubled  him  with  no  farther  interrogations  **. 

In  the  mean  time,  Jefus,  knowing  his  time  to  be  jufl: 
at  hand,  and  recollefting  how  often  the  twelve  had  quar- 
relled among  themfelvcs  about  precedency;  he,  in  order 
to  give  an  effeftual  check  to  their  unreafonable  ambition, 
and  to  leave  them  a  lading  memorial  of  the  ♦contrary  vir- 
tue, rofe  up  from  the  table,  and  began  to  wafh  their  feet  ^  Wajbtshu 
Peter  could  not  at  firft  be  prevailed  upon  to  fufFer  fuch  difdples 
condefcenfion  ;  but  Jefus  told  him,  that  though  he  could  /*''• 
not  perceive  the  reafon   of  it  now,  he  fhould  be  made 
fenfible  of  it  in  time.     Peter,  however,  ftill  perfifting  in 
his  refufal,  was  commanded  immediately  to  fubmit,  under 
the  penalty  of  forfeiting  all  his  right. and  title  in  Chrift  5 
which  terrible  threat  frighted  him  into  compliance.    After 
Jefus  had  performed  his  humble  talk,  he  addrefTed  himfelf 
to  the  twelve  in  words  to  this  effeft  :  "  Ye  rightly  call  me  Hhexhor* 
Lord  and  mafter  j  for  fuch  I  really  am  :  if  then  you  hare  '^''•*' 
feen  me,  for  your  example  and  encouragement,  conde- 
fcend  fo  low  as  to  wafli  your  feet,  know  and  remember, 
that  thofe  who  pretend  to  be   my  difciptes,  muft  never 
Uiink  themfelves  above  performing   the  loweft  office  of 
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cKarity  to  on^  another.  It  is  by  fach  a£ts  of  mutual  and 
Cncere  love,  that  men  M^ill  know,  and  I  acknowlege  ycm 
for  mine.  A  new  command  I  leave  with  you^  that  as  I 
have  loved  you,  and  did  not  think  my  life  too  dear  a  price 
to  fave  you,  fo  ye  alfo  love  one  another,  and  ftop  at  no 
difficulty  or  difcouragement,  where  the  good  of  your  fel-* 
low-creatures,  efpecially  fellow-chriftians,  calls  for  yout 
charitable  affiftance.  Upon  thefe  conditions  I  leave  yoo 
my  peace,  fuch  a  peace  as  neither  the  world  can  beftow 
on  you,  nor  any  thing  make  you  capable  of  tafting  ^e 
fweet  influence  of,  but  the  divine  virtue  I  am  recom^i* 
mending  **. 

That  thefe  injunfkions  might  make  the  ftrongcr  va^ 
preffion  on  them,  he  conclude^  the  whole  with  a  defcrip4 
tion  of  the  laft  day,  when  every  man  (hould  receive  the 
reward  of  his  ^t,^^  done  in  this  life,  according  as  they 
were  cither  good  or  evil. 

Whilft  he  was  thus  inftruAing  bis  difciples*,  the  (an- 
hedrim  were  holding  their  confultations  how  to  lay  hand? 
upon  him,  at  fome  proper  feafon,  when  the  multxtade 
ihould  be  out  of  the  way.  As  they,  therefore,  feared 
doing  it  during  the  approaching  feftival,  left  they  fhould 
caufe  fome  infurre£tion  among  the  people,  Judas  came  ta 
their  relief,  and  offered  to  betray  him,  in  the  mofl  private 
manner,  for  a  certain  reward,  which  li)ey  gladly  agreed 
to,  and  immediately  paid. 

Thurfday  being  come^  on  which  Jefus  vr%%  to  celebrate 
his  laft  and  moft  folemn  Paffover,  he  directed  two  of  hi« 
difciples,  by  a  fpecial  token,  to  a  houfe  in  Jerufalem, 
where  they  fhould  prepare  all  things  for  it  %  and  be  fol- 
lowed them  thither,  with  the  reft  of  the  twelve,  towards 
the  evening.  Whilft  they  were  eating,  he  told  them  with 
fome  concern,  that  one  of  them  fliould  betray  him,  point- 
ing to  Judas  \  that  Peter,  who  had  always  appeared  the 
moft  zealous,  (hould  thrice  deny  him,  before  the  croTivicig 
of  the  cock;  that  the  reft  fhould  all  forfake  him  that  very 
night ;  and  he  reminded  them  of  fome  prophecies  in 
which  thefe  things  were  written  concerping  the  Mef- 
fiah.  At  the  conclufion  of  the  fupper  he  took  the  breads 
and,  having  broken  and  blefled  it,  diftributed  it  among 
them,  faying,  **  Take,  eat ;  this  is  my  body,  which  is 
given  for  you  :  do  this  in  remembrance  of  me.**  Thcw 
taking  and  blelfing  the  cup  of  wine  alfo,  he  faid,  **  Drink 
yc  all  of  this  \  for  this  is  my  blood  of  the  new  teftament^ 


'  John  xnl  S,  ft  feq.  ^  John  xv.  XvL  y vii.  pafl". 
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trhich  is  flied  for  you,  and  for  man 5%  for  the  rcmiffion  o( 
fin/'  He  then  afTured  them,  that  the  traitor's  hand,  which 
was  fhortly  to  betray  him,  was  juft  ready  to  deliver  him 
tip  to  deatii  $  when  all  thefe  things  that  were  written  of 
Us  being  numbered  with  the  tranfgreiTors  would  have 
their  full  accompliihment  ^  The  whole  ceremony  was 
clofed,  as  ufual,  with  a  proper  hymn ;  after  which,  Jefus 
having  again  exhorted  his  difciples  to  continue  iledfafl  txi 
their  faith  and  reliance  on  him,  and  recommended  them 
to  the  protediion  and  care  of  his  heavenly  Father,  ordered 
them  to  follow  him  over  the  brook  Kedron  K 

Whilft  they  were  on  the  road  to  a  place  called  Gethfe-  Enters  tki 
mane,  Judas  ftole   away  from  thexn,  and^  and  went  to  dolefui 
the  high-prieft's  palace  to  get  a  fufficient  number  of  peo-»  g^^* 
pic  to  come  and  furprife*  Jefus  in  his  retirement.     Chrift, 
on  the  other  hand,  having  entered  the  garden,  where  he 
iifuallv  reforted,  bid  fome  of  his  difciples  (lay  and  watch 
near  tne  entrance  of  it,  whilft  he  conduced  Peter,  James^ 
and  John  to  a  feparate  part,  that,  as  they  had  been  the 
witneiTes  of  his  transfiguration,  they  might  now  bear  teft  * 

timony  to  his  agonies  and  forrow.  Accordingly,  his  hu-  m^  ^^^ 
man  nature  feeling  the  moft  violent  ftruggles  between  tf^^^r^T^^ 
flefli  and  fpirit  at  the  apprehenfion  of  his  future  fufferingSi 
he  threw  himfelf  proftrate  on  his  face,  and  with  the  ut- 
moft  fervency,  mixed  with  the  moft  fubmiffive  refignation 
to  the  heavenly  will,  prayed,  that,  if  it  were  polBble,  the 
dreadful  cup  might  pafs  from  him.     He  repeated  the  fame  « 

prayer  twice,  and  the  vehemency  of  his  ftruggle  threw 
him  into  an  agony  and  bloody  fweat,  infomuch  that  there 
was  an  angel  fent  on  purpofe  to  comfort  and  ftrengthen 
him  under  the  trial  ^.  By  this  time  the  traitor  Judas,  at 
the  head  of  his  armed  gang,  was  far  advanced  into  the 
garden,  whilft  the  difciples  were  fallen  into  a  found  fleep. 
Jefus,  therefore,  having  awakened  them,  went  forward 
to  meet  his  enemies ;  Judas,  who  led  the  van,  came  to 
offer  him  the  treacherous  kifs,  which  was  to  be  the  fignal 
to  the  reft ;  who  thereupon  furroundcd  and  made  fure  of  Z'  betrayed 
hispcrfon.  Peter,  drawing  his  fword,  ftruck  off  the  ear  T^f^f^^^ 
of  one  of  the  high-prieft's  fervants;  but  was  feverely  re-  ^*  ^  * 
huked  by  his  mafter,  who,  by  a  miraculous  touch,  healed 
the  wounded  perfon,  and  then  fufFered  himfelf  to  be 
bound,  and  led  away,  as  a  malefa£lor,  without  any 
mark  of  refentment.  Mean  while  his  difciples  forfook  him, 
9nd  fled,  according  to  his  predidiion  ;  and  the  foldiers 

'Mattb.  xxvi.ftd,  &fVq^    Mackxiv.  iS,&  feq.    Luke  xxii.  i, 
k  ft^.  &c^        f  Jobu  xvi.  &  ^vii.  paiff.         ^  Luk«  xacii.  40*  &  &^ 
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conveyed  their  prifoner  firft  to  Annas,  the  late  high-pricft, 
and  father-in-law  toCaiaphas^  who  was  now  in  pofiefiion 
of  that  dignity  ^ 

Here  they  found  the  fanhedrim  fitting,  though  at  that 

^riedbi'     late  time  of  night;    and  waiting  for  Jefus,  who  being 

fore  the       brought  before   him,  the  high-prieft  began  to  aik  him 

janhiartm.   fgy^rai  queftions  concerning  his  dodlrine  and  difcipies,  in 

hopes  to  find  either  fome  herefy  in  the   one,  or  rebellion 

in  the  other.     Jefus  contented  himfelf  with  referring  him 

to  his  followers,  whom  he  had  always  taught  in  the  moft 

public  manner,  and  who  were  therefore  fitteft  to  bear 

witnefs  againft  him,  if  he   had  taflght  them  any  thing 

amifs.     For  this  anfwer,  juft  and  modeft  as  it  was,  an 

officer  ftruck  him  a  violent  blow  on  the  face  ;  and  Jefus, 

having  given  him  a  gentle  reproof  for  his  rafhnefs,  flood 

before  them  with  aftonifliing  patience,  and  humble  filence, 

whilft  the  inilruments  of  the  fanhedrim  were  bufy  in  col- 

lediing  evidence  to  put  him  to  death.    They  produced  two 

men,  who  depofed,  that  they  had  heard  him  boaft,«that 

lie  would  deftroy  the  temple  and  rebuild  it  in  three  days ; 

but  their  evidence  jarring  a  little  in  fome  particulars,  as 

the  expreffion  of  Jefus  was   figurative,  they  dared  not 

condemn  him  upon  it ;  but  were  forced  to  have  recourfc 

to  another  expedient,  which  was,  to  make  him  turn  his 

Adjured  hy  own  accufer.      Caiaphas,   therefore,   rifing  up,    adjured 

tkehigk'      him  by  the  living  God  to  anfwer  diredly  to  the  fupreme 

pr'ufi*         court,  whether  he  was   the  Chrift,  the  Son  of  God,  or 

not.     Upon  his  readily  anfwering  in  the  affirmative^  and 

adding  that  they  fhould  hereafter  be  convinced  of  it,  when 

they  beheld  him  fitting  at  the  right  hand  of  power,  and 

coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  the  high-prieft  rent  his 

cloaths,  and  pronounced  him  guilty  of  blafphemy.     The 

Condemn-     court  having  unanimouily  declared  him  guilty  of  death, 

id.  and  ordered  him    to  be  brought  early  next  morning  to 

receive  fentence,  they  left  him  to  the  mercy  of  the  guard, 

who  made  it  the  cruel  diverfion  of  that  night  to  ufe  him 

with  the  vileft.  indignities  ^. 

Whilft  this  melancholy  fcene  was  afling,  Peter  and 
John,  having  recovered  themfelves  from  their  fright, '  had 
got  admittance  into  the  hall,  eager  to  know  what  was 
likely  to  be  determined  concerning  their  Mafter.  Peter, 
being  thrice  challenged  for  one  of  his  difcipies,  as  often 
denied  the  charge ;  and,  rather  thaii  not    be  believed, 

iLuke  xxii.  54.  Matth.  xxii,  57,  John  xviii.  ii,  &r  fcq* 
kMatth.  xxvi.  571  ad  fin*  Mark  xiv.  S3i  fui  ta^  Luke  &  John* 
Vid.  &  Ifai.  h  6.        .  ..  . 
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(found  hts  afletreratioft  with  an  oath.    The  cock  cfowitlg  DinUdiy 
put  him  in  mind  of  Jefua's  prediftion ;  when  he  burft  into   ^'^'^* 
tears^  and  quitted  the  hall,  under  all  the  torments  of  fhame 
iind  compundion '. 

As  for  Judas,  he  was  fo  ftung  with  remorfe,  that  en-  Prulaf. 
tcring  the  fanhedrim,  he  threw  the  reward  of  his  trea-  JudasU. 
chery  down   before  them,  owning  himfelf  the  vileft  of  nmorft^ 
wretches    for  having .  betrayed  an  innocent  perfon ;  but 
they,  rcgardlefs  of  his  forrow  and  defpair,  bid  him  look 
to  it;  upon  which  he  went  and  hanged  himfelf".    The 
judges,  however,  thinking  it  unlawful  to  replace  thofe 
thirty  pieces  of  filver  in  the  treafury,  becaufe  they  were 
the  price  of  blood,  agreed  to  buy  a  potter's  field  with 
them,  for  a  burying-place  for  ftrangers ;  and  in  fo  doing 
they  fulfilled  an  old  prophecy  **. 

The  fanhedrim  having  finifhed   their  procefs  againft  Jefus 
Jefus,  he  was  conveyed  before  the  Roman  tribunal,  and  hrnught 
there  acciufed  of  perverting  the  people,  raifing  feditions,  ^</^'''  ^'* 
letting  up  for  a  king,  and  forbidding  tribute  to  be  paid 
to  Csefar.     Pilate  alking  him  whether  he  was  really  a  Anfwertw 
king,  Jefus  readily  anfwered  him  in  the  affirmative  j  but  ^^«» 
added,"  at  the  fame  time,  that  his   kingdom  was  not   of 
this  world ° :  the  governor,  after  fome  other  interrogations, 
declined  giving  judgment,  and  declared  he  could  find  no-   Froneuueid 
thing  criminal  in  the  perfon  they  had  accufed.  innocent  bj 

The  Jewiih  rulers  ftill  perfifting  in  their  charge,  which        * 
they  repeated  with  great  vehemence,  Pilate  urged  Jefus 
to  anfwer ;  but  he  would  not  anfwer  one  worxl.     His  ac- 
cufers  proceeded  with  their  inveflives,  declaring,  that  not 
content  with  having  infefled  Galilee,  which  was  his  own 
country,  he  had  filled  Jerufalem  and  all  Judaea  with  fedi- 
tion.     Pilate  underftanding  that  he  was  of  Galilee,  which 
belonged  to  Herod's  jurifdiftion,  ordered  him  to  be  im- 
mediately fen  t  to  that  tetrarch,  who  was  come  to  Jeru-  SentH 
falcra  to  the  feaft.     Herod  defired  to  fee  him  work  fome  ^^^^^' 
miracle  ;  but  Jefus,  liberal  as  he  was  of  them  to  the  poor 
and  afHi£ied,  difdained  to  gratify  the  curiofity  of  Herod, 
or  even  to  filence  the  malice  of  his  enemies ;  nor  would  HJs  intnn" 
he  fo  much  as  vouchfafe  him  an   anfwer  to  any  of  his  ^'^(^/^^»^' 
qucftions.     Herod,  therefore,  ordered  the  guards  to  cai-ry    ^^'^^       * 
him  back  to  Pilate,  who  being  loth  to  take  his  life,  pro^  Brought 
pofed  to  infii£t  upon  him  fome   lighter  puniihment.    He  back  t9 
even  reminded  them  that  it  was  cuftomary  to  forgive  a  ^^^^^^' 
criminal  pn  fuch  feftivals ;  bat  they  infilled  upon  his  par. 

1  John  xvilt.  15.  &  (tc^^  MattH.  Luke,  &c.        m  Matth.  xxvii.  5. 
*  Vid.  Zech»  xi»  i%,  i|.  S  Mattjiu  xxviii.  iS« 
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B4W9khM    doning  Barrabas,  a  murderer,  who  wa$  under  condemna^ 

ffifirnd     tion,  and  ordering  Jcfus  to  be  crucified. 

U  him*  Pilate,  fince  he  could  not  convince  their  reafon,  refolyed 

to  try  if  he  could  excite  their  compaflion  \  and  ordered 

'Jifns  Jefus  to  be  fent  to  the  pillar,  and  feverely  fcourged;  an 

fiourged      order  which  was  executed  with  every  circumftance  of 

aadmock'    barbarity.    'After  the  foldiers  had  untied  hira,  they  threw 

a  ragged  purple  robe   about   his  body,   fet  a  crown  of 

thorns  upon  his  head,  and  put  a  reed  in  his  hand;  and^ 

whilft   fome  bowed  the    knee  to  him  in  mockery,  and 

faluted  him  king  of-  the  Jews,  others  buffeted,  and  ufed 

him  with  the  utmoft  infolence  and  inhumanity.    Pilate 

caufed  him  to  be  brought  forth,  in  this  fad  and  deplorable 

appearance,  not  doubting  but  the  fight  would  have  melted 

them  into  pity  and  remorfe.     But  he  little   knew  the 

temper  of  the  jews.    The  very  people,  who  but  fix  days 

before  followed  him  with  their  loud  Hofannahs,  could  not 

now  behold  him  in  that  abje£):  ftate,  without  crying  out 

with  greater  vehemence,  **  Away  with  him,  crucify  him  !** 

Pilate  refufing  to  comply  with   their  demand,  alleging 

that  he  found  no  fault  in  him ;  the  prtefts  and  elders  be- 

Aceuftd  of   gan  to  accufe  him  of  blafphemy :  '^  We  have-  a  law  (faid 

klajphiwrft    they)  which  condemns  him  to  death  for  calling  himfelf 

the  Son  of  God."    Pilate  queftioning  him  upon  this  new 

charge,  and  reminding  him  that  it  was  in  bis  power  to 

condemn  or  releafe  him  ;  Jefus  obferved,  in  his  turn,  that 

all  his  boalted  power  came  to  him  from  above ;  and  that 

*  he  fhould,  therefore,  be  accountable  for  his  abufe  of  it, 

though  the  greater  guilt  fhould  fall  on  thofe  who  had  de* 

livered  him  up  into  his  hands.    Thefe  laft  made  fuch  aa 

impreifion   on  the  governor,  that  he  feemed  determined 

againft  putting  him  to  death :  but  the  priefts  and  rulers 

exclaiming  with  one  accord,    ''  Thou  art  not    Caeiar's 

friend,  if  thou  letted  a  man  go,  who,  by  affuming  the 

royal  title,  and  forbidding  to  pay  the  ufual  tribute,  has 

declared  himfelf  his  open  enemy ;"  he  thought  he  could 

no  longer  refift  their  deniand  without  bringing  his  loyalty 

toCaefarin  queftion.     He,  therefore,  having  wafhed   his 

hands,  and  declared  himfelf  guiltlefs  of  the  blood  of  that 

Uinocent  Perfon,  delivered  him  up  to  be  crucified,  and 

releafed  the  feditious  murderer  accoiding  to  their  defire  K 

Bear i his         The  Roman  foldiers  led  him  back*  to  the  hall,  where 

€rofs  t9        ^i^Qy  ftripped  him  of  his  mock  royalty,  and  put  on  him  his 

Qilvary,      ^^"  garments :  having  laid  his  crofe  on  him,  they  led 

p  Vid.  Matth.  xxvii.  per  tot.    Mark  xv«  paft    L«ke  jxmu  per 
tot.    John  yvtii«  &  xix«  pail^ 

him 
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!i!m,  With  two  other  crimihals  out  of  the  city,  to  a  place 
called  in  Hebrew,  Golgotha,  and  by  the  Romans,  Calvary, 
to  be  crucified.     His  body,  exhauftedwith  watchirtg  and 
fufFerihgs,  beginning  to  fink  under  its  weight,  they  com* 
pelled  a  Cyrenean  Jew,  named  Simon,  to  help  to  bear 
his  crofs-     Beholding  fome  women  melting  into  tears  at  Prophecy 
the  fight  of  his  deplorable  condition,  he  bid  them  rather  againftthi 
weep  at  the   more  difmal  profpedi  of  their  future  ruin,  ?'•**"• 
when  their  calamities  would  make  them  wiih  their  wombs 
had  been  barren,  and  their  breafts  incapable  of  yielding 
any  nourifliment  to  a  generation,  whofe  infidelity  would 
fliortly  render  them  the   fad   objedls  of  the  divine  ven* 
geance,  and  the  fcorn  and  hatred  of  the  world  ^. 

It  was  now  about  the  fixth  hour  of  the  day,  or  noon* 
when  they  came  to  the  place,  where  they  offered  him 
fome  wine,  mixed  with  myrrh,  which,  when  he  had  tailed, 
he  refufed  to  drink.  They  then  ft  ripped  him  of  his 
cloaths,  and ,  extending  hid  body  on  the  crofs,  fattened 
him  to  it  with  nails,  driven  through  his  hands  and  fSet, 
whilft  he  was  earneftly  praying  to  his  Father  to  forgive 
them  a  ^eed  which  they  committed  through  ignorance. 
At  the  fame  time  were  crucified  two  malefaftors,  one  on  jefus  eru^ 
each  fide  of  him,  according  to  that  oracle,  which  foretold  cified  be* 
his  being  numbered  with  tranfgreffors '.  t'ween  t*w9 

Whilft  Jefus  was  fufpended  on  the  crofs,  taking  notice  ^^"'^"^ 
of  his  mother  who  flood  weeping,  accompanied  by  his 
beloved  difciple,  with.  Mary  Magdalen  and  fome  other 
women,  he  recommended  her  to  the  care  of  that  favour- 
ite difciple,  intreating  them  to  fliew  to  each  other  from 
thenceforward  the  endearing  duties  of  mother  and  fon ; 
and  John  took  her  to  his  own  houfe  *.  In  the  mean  time 
a  horrid  darknefs  overfpread  the  face  of  the  earth  (R),  and  AJIrangg 

2\\   darknefs^ 
and  other 
^  Luke  xxiii.  17,  &  (eq.  »  Conf.  Ifai,  liii*  olt.  &  Mark  x  v  figns^ 

28.    Luke  xxii.  37.  xxiii.  33.  •  John  xix.  25,  &  feq.  . 

(R)  This  darknefs  was  the  teen  minuted,  virhcrcas  this  is 
more  miraculous  becaufe  it  recorded  to  have  laded  three 
happened  in  the  time  ef  the  full  hours.  The  famous  aftro- 
oppofitionof  the  two  lumina-  nomerPhlegon  affirms,  that  in 
ries,  when  confequently  there  the  4th year  of  the  202d  olym- 
could  be  no  cclipfe  of  .  the  piad,  which  is  fuppofed  to  co- 
fun*  For  it  muft  be  obferved,  incide  with  the  death  of  Chrift, 
that  the  Paflbver  began  in  the  there  was  fuch  a  total  eclipfe 
full  moon;  befides,  the  total  of  thfe  fun  at  noon  day,  that 
darknefs  of  the  fun^s  eclipfes  the  flars  were  vifible.  Ter- 
l^ftcd  but  at  moft  twcl?«  or  fif-  tiiUiari  appeals*  to  the  public 

Vol.  IJI;  S                       records 
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all  the  fpedators  were  feized  with  terror  and  amazemectt. 
Some  returned  to  Jerufalem,  fmiting  their  breads,  and 
proclaiming  him  a  righteous  man,  wnilft  the  reft,  more 
hardened,  ftood  in  a  kind  of  nlournful  filence,  expe£king 
the  event.  At  the  ninth  hour,  Jefus  being  quit-e  fpent 
with  pain  and  anguiih,  cried  out,  **  Eli,  Eli,  lama  fa- 
bachtani  (S )  *,'*  then  tafting  the  mingled  vinegar,  which 
was  offered  to  imbitter  his  laft  gafp,  he  recommended  hi» 
Ch  'if  fpirit  into  the  hands  of  his  heavenly  Father,  and   in  an 

fires  Q^thi  agony  of  prayer  yielded  up  the  ghoft  (T). 


€r9fs. 


It  was  now  paft  three  of  the  clock,  the  time  in  which 
the  evening  lamb  was  daily  offered  up ;  and  this  was  the 
eve  of  their  fabbath,  and  of  one  of  their  grand  feftivals^ 
That  the  folemnity  of  it  therefore  might  not  be  fuUied  by 
the  hanging  of  the  three  bodies  on  the  crofs/,  they  begged 
of  Pilate,  that  he  would  order  their  legs  to  be  broken^ 
and  their  bodies  to  be  taken  away  :  but  Jefus  being  found 
already  dead,  they  broke  not  his  legs ;  yet  one  of  the  fol- 
diers  ftruck  his  lance  into  his  fide,  which  immediately 
difcharged  a  mixture  of  blood  and  water*    Tbefe  laft  cir*^ 

t  De  hoc  vide  Deut.  xxi.  as,  &  kf\* 


records  of  the  heathens,  for 
the  truth  of  this  furpriiing 
phenomenon ;  and  Suidas  in- 
troduces Dionyfius  the  Areo- 
pagite,  then  at  Heliopolis,  in 
Egypt,  faying  to  his  friend 
iVp6llophanes,  on  the  fubjedt 
of  this  unnatural  darknefs, 
*'  Either  the  Author  of  nature 
fufifers,  or  fympathizes  with 
the  fufFerer." 

(S)  Or,  which  is  more 
probable,  repeated  the  whole 
twenty-fccond  pfalm,  of  which 
thofe  are  the  title,  or  iirft 
words,  and  in  which  there  are 
the  moft  lively  flrokes  of  all 
the  remarkable  particulars  of 
his  pailion. 

(T)  Immediately  upon  his 
expiring,  the  frame  of  nature 
fell,  as  it  were,  into  convuU 
lions :  the  earth  auaked,  the 
rocks  were  cleft  aiunder,  the 
graves  opened,   the   dead  a« 


rofej  and  the  veil  which  co- 
vered the  moft  holy  place,  was 
rent  in  twain  from  the  top  to 
the  bottom,  uncovering  there- 
by thofc  holy  myfteries  of  the 
Mofaic  difpenfation,  which  had 
now  in  his  death  their  full  ac- 
complifhment  ;  in  token  of 
which  he  broke  out  in  his  lafl 
agonies  with  thofe  fignal  words, 
**  It  is  finifhed.'*  Here  the 
centurion  and  infidel  ibldiers, 
obferving  his  meek  and  pious 
exit,  ana  the  miraculous  cir-* 
cumftances  which  attended  ir, 
were;  ftruck  with  fuch  admira- 
tion and  dread,  that  they  con- 
felled  him  to  be  the  Son  of 
God.  Not  fo  did  the  Jewifii 
priefts  and  elders,  who  remain- 
ed inflexible  in  Ipite  of  alt 
thefe  prodigies,  and  purfued 
their  malice  without  the  leaft 
relenting^  * 

cumftancef 
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immilances  happened  not  witliout  a  peculiar  direQion  of 
Providence,  not  only  as  they  fully  afTured  us  of  his  being 
really  dead,  but  as  they  verified  tvi^o  fignal  prophecies  con- 
cerning him ;  the  one,  that  not  a  bone  of  his  fliould  be 
broken  "  ;  aud  the  other,  that  they,  the  inhabitants  of  Jc- 
rufalem,  fhould  behold  him  whom  they  had  pierced  \ 
Whilft  thefe  things  were  tranfadling  on  Mount  Cal- 
•  vary,  Jofepb  of  Arimathea,  a  wealthy  Jewifli  ruler,  and 
fecret  difciple  of  Jefus,  went  to  Pilate,  and  obtained  leave 
to  bury  his  remains.     He  had  ia  garden  adjoining  to  the 
place,  in  which  was  a  new  tomb  in  the  rock,  where  he 
depofited  his  Mailer's  body.     In  the  mean  time,  the  jea-  ChrtJI 
lous  Jews  went  to  Pilate,  and  acquainted  him,  that  Jefus  ^t^ried^ 
had  formerly  boafted  that  he  would  rife  again  on  the  third 
day.     They  therefore  reprefented  that  it  was  highly  ne- 
ceflary  to  have  his  tomb  well  guarded,  left  his  difciples  |^^  ^^^^ 
fliould  privately  fteal  him  away,  and  then  give  out,  that  feaUd  and 
he  was  really  rifen,  a  circumftance  which  would  make  the  guardaU 
laft  miftake  more  dangerous  than  the  firft.     Pilate  agreed  . 
to  what  they  afked ;    and,  to  prevent  any  impofition  of 
that  kind,  told  them,  **  Ye  have  a  guard ;    go  ye  there- 
fore, and  make  every  thing  as  fure  as  you  can.'*    So  they 
went,  and  fet  a  guard  at  the  door  of  the  fepulchre  y. 

In  the  dawn  of  the  third  day,  thofe  pious  women,  who 
had  prepared  a  coftly  mixture  to  embalm  his  body,  not 
dreaming  of  his  fo  fudden  refurre£hion,  made  their  way 
towards  the  place,  where  they  had  feen  him  depofited. 
They  do  not  feem  to  have  known  any  thing  of  a  guard 
being  fet  over  it :  their  great  concern  was  only  how  to  roll 
the  ponderous  ftone  from  the  entrance.  But  that  obftacle 
was  already  taken  off  by  a  miraculous  earthquake,  which 
had  likewife  put  the  guards  to  flight ;  fo  that  at  their  ar- 
rival they  found  the  ftone  rolled  oq  one  fide,  and  an  angel, 
cloathed  in  refulgent  array,  fitting  upon  it.  Their  furprize 
was  ftill  greater,  when  they  heard  the  heavenly  meffenger 
reprove  their  ofiicious,  but  untimely  piety,  in  words  to 
this  eiFeft  :  **  Why  feek  ye  the  living  among  the  dead,  for-  ef^  anvePt 
getful  of  what  he  often  repeated  to  you,  that  he  was  to  j^tech  u 
fuffer  death,  and  to  rife  again  on  the  third  day  ?  Behold  thinvonnn. 
the  place  where  he  was  laid,  and  from  which  he  is  rifen ; 
and  go  and  acquaint  his  difciples  with  it,  and  tell  them, 
that  he  will  meet  you  in  Galilee,  according  to  his  pro- 
mife.**    They  forthwith  obeyed  the  injunftion,  in  a  tranf- 

>  VideExod.  xii.  46.    Numb.  ix.  11,  &  alib.  ^  Zechar. 

xii,  10.    Conf,  euro  John  xix,  36,  &  fcq.  y  Matth.  xxvii. 
<»,  ad  ^fjL^ 
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port  of  joy  and  admiration  :  but,  the  difciplcs  being  ftHl 
flow  of  faith 9  looked  upon  this  information  as  the  effe£l 
of  fancy  and  delufion  *. 
Fetif  and       f^Q  ^f  them,  however,  had  the  cutiofity  to  run  to  the 
the  lelul'^   fcpulchre  :  John,  who  was  the  youngeft  of  the  two,  went 
€kri,  firft ;  and,  ftooping  down,  found  that  the  body  was  really 

gone  ;  but,  Peter  went  into  the  place  along  with  that  be- 
loved  difciple,  and,   to   their  furprize,  they  found  the 
grave-cloaths,  and  the  napkin,  not  haftily  and  confufedly 
thrown  by,  but  neatly  folded  up  feparately ;  upon  which 
they  began  to  entertain  fome  hopes,  and  returned  to  ac- 
Chrijtaf-     quaint  the  reft  with  the  news.     Whilft  they  communed 
feari  to       together  on  this  interefting  fubjeft,  Mary  Magdalen,  who 
^'  ^^g'     iiad  ftaid  in  the  garden,  to  fearch  whether  the  body  had  not 
*         been  removed  to  fome  other  place,  came  haftily  to  them, 
and  aflured  them,  that  the  Lord  had  appeared  to  her  there. 
But  neither  could  this  farther  confirmation  difpel  their 
forrow  or  unbelief;   till  Jefus  at  length  appearing  among 
them,  pronounced  a  gracious  **  All  hail ;"  bidding  them 
be  of  good  comfort  5    for  he  was  alive  again,  and,  ac- 
cording to  his  promife,  would  ftiortly  meet  them  in  Ga- 
lilee (U). 
19  t'tod  That  evening  two  of  the  difciples  going  to  a  village 

difciplis  called  Emmaus,  diftant  about  fixty  furlongs,  or  eight 
^oittfr  to  miles,  north-weft  of  Jerufalem,  were  difcourfing  with 
each  other  about  the  ftrangc  tianfaftions  of  the  day,  when 
Jefus  overtook  them,  and,  without  making  himfelf  known, 
aiked  them  the  caufe  of  their  melancholy  looks.  Cleophas, 
one  of  the  two,  in  a  kind  of  furprize,  that  he  fhould  feem 
fo  great  a  ft  ranger  to  the  tranfaftions  of  the  laft  week, 
began  to  give  him  an  account  of  what  had  happened  ;  par* 

,    z  Mattb.xxviii.  i,  k  feq.    Mark  xvi.  i,  &  feq.    Luke  xxiv.  r, 
&  feq.    John  xx.  I9  &  Teq. 

(U)  In  the  mean  time,  the  full  inquiry  into  the  fa£l.    But, 

frighted   guards,    leaving    the  they  chofe,    at  any  rate,    to 

garden  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  fupprefs  the  truth  :  they  brib- 

and  confufion,    went  to    ac-  ed  the  watch  to  give  out,  that 

quaint  the    chief-priefls    and  his  <lifciples  had    ilolen    him 

rulers  with  what  had  happen-  away  whilft  they  were  aileep. 

ed  ;    upon   which   a    council  Upon  which,  they  went  and 

was  immediately  called  ;  here  fpread  abroad  that  report,  which 

one  might  reafonably  expeft  was  readily  fwallowed  by  the 

they  would  cither  have  yielded  greatell  part  of  the  Jews,  and 

to  fo  much  evidence,  or,  at  paffed  current  among  them  for 

Jeaft,  fufpended  all  farther  re-  many  years* 


Emmaus, 


folutions,  till  they  had  made  a 


ticularlyp 
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ticularly,  the  viGon^  which  the  women  had  feen  at  the  fe* 
pulchrc ;    concluding  with   a   kind   of   complaint,    that 
though  they  had  hitherto  looked  upon  Jefus  as  the  future 
deliverer  of  their  unhappy  nation  ;  yet  it  being  now  three 
days  fince  they  had  feen  him  expire  on  a  fhameful  crofs, 
their  hopes  were  almoft  at  an  end,  notwith (landing  the 
report  of  his  refurreftion,  and  its  being  in  fome  meafure     « 
confirmed  by  fome  of  the  apoftles,  who  had  been   that 
morning  at  the  fepulchre.     H^re  Jefus  took  occafion  to 
blame  th«eir  want  of  faith,  not  only  in  him,  but  in  the 
Scriptures,  where  both  his  fufPerings  and  death,  refurrec-   Expounds 
tion  and  glory,  were  fo  plainly  foretold,  and  to  give  them   the  Scrips 
a  full  expofition  of  them  from  the  firft  to  the  laft.     By  ^«'*''* 
this  time  tliey  had  reached  the  village,  where  he  made  a 
ihew  as  if  he  defigncd  to  go  farther ;  but  they  had  been  fo 
comforted  by  his  difcourfe,  that  they  intreated  him  to  fpend 
that  night  with  them.     He  w-ent  in  accordingly ;    and, 
fitting   down  at  table,  began  with  the  breaking  of  the 
bread,  as  he  had  been  ufcd  to  do  ;  upon  which  they  knew 
him,  and  he  immediately  yanifhed.     This  furprifing  dit"  Di/afpears* 
covery,  added  to  the  warmth  which  their  hearts  bad  felt, 
whilft  he  expounded  the  Scriptures  on  the  road,  would 
not  fufFer  them  to  tarry  longer  there  ;  but  they  went  im- 
mediately to  communicate  their  joy  to  the  reft,  then  ga* 
thered  together  at  Jerufalem,  who  acquainted  them  at  the 
fame  time  with  his  having  appeared  unto  them  alfo  *. 

All  thefe  circumftances,  far  from  convincing  them  hi-     -A-  I>^ » 
Hherto,  had  fervid  only  to  make  them  believe  that  they        ^^' 
iiad  only  feen  fome  (pirit  in  his  likenefs.     They  feemed  jppgars  /# 
ftill  more  confirmed  in  this  conjecSlure,  when,  being  at  the  apofiles 
fupper,  with  the  gates  faft,  for  fear  of  the  Jews,  he  fup-  at /upper* 
prifed  them  with  his  prefence,  and  gave  them  his  ufual 
falutation,   **  Peace  be   to  you."     To  convince  them, 
therefore,  of  their  miftake,  he  commanded  them  to  draw 
near,  examine  his  pierced  hands   and  feet,    handle  his 
body,  and  fatisfy  themfelves,   that  he  was   no   fpirit  or 
phantafm,  but  their  real  rifen  Lord  and  Mafter.     Whilft 
th^y  were  ftill  fluftuating  between  joy  and  doubt,  he  re- 
minded them  of  his  former  promifes,  explained  thofe  ora- 
cles to  them,  in  which  thefe  things  were  prefignified  of 
him,  renewed  his  former  commiflion  and  power  to  preach 
and  confirm  his  gofpel,  and  left  them  for  that  night,  full 
of  joy  and  wonder,  to  colleft  and  compare  the  feveral 
tranfa£tions  of  that  glorious  day  ^* 

*  Luke  xxiv.  jj,  &fe^.  ^  Luke  xxiv.  34,  Ssfeq*    John 

JUL.  19,  &  feq.  &  alib. 

|S  3  Thomas^ 
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Thomas,  one  of  the  eleven  apofttes,  called  Didymu^y 
happened  to  be  abfent  at  this  tranfa£lion ;  fo  that,  ^heh 
the  reft  informed  him  of  it,  he  plainly  told  them,  that  he 
ihould  never  believe  it,  till  he  had  thruft  his  fingers  into 
the  prints  of  the  nails,  and  his  hand  into  his  wounded 
Jppearst§  fide.  Eight  days  after,  being  the  twelfth  of  April,  Jefu$ 
TAoaas }  appeared  again  unto  them,  when  Thomas  was  there,  and 
invited  him  to  take  that  full  demonftration,  which  he  had 
fo  infifted  on  ;  but,  being  now  fully  affured  without  it,  he 
fell  at  his  feet,  and  oonfefTed  him  to  be  his  Lord  and  his 
God :  upon  which  he  was  difmified  with  this  gentle  re-* 
proof,  "  Thou  believeft,  Thomas,  becaufe  thou  haft  feen; 
but  blefled  are  they  that  have  not  feen,  and  yet  believe  *.'* 
Some  days  after,  they  all  left  Jerufalem,  and  went  ac- 
cording to  his  appointment  into  Galilee ;  where  he  ap- 
peared again  unto  them,  and,  after  his  ufual  falutation, 
laid  unto  them,  "  All  power  is  given  me  in  heaven  and 
earth.  Go,  therefore,  and  preach  to  all  nations,  baptizing 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft, 
&c  **."  Seven  of  them  having  gone  to  the  fca-fide  to  fife, 
namely,  Peter,  John,  James,  Thomas,  Bartholomew  or 
Nathanael,  and  two  others  not  named,  having  toiled  all 
i$  feven  night  in  vain,  Jefus  manifefted  himfelf  again  to  them  in 
§tlurs»  the  morning,  by  the  kind  and  known  token  of  a  beneficial 
miracle ;  and,  after  they  had  dragged  their  loaded  net  to 
the  ihore,  condefcended  to  eat  and  drink  in  their  company. 
Having  commanded  Peter  to  feed  his  flock,  he  pre- 
dicted the  martyrdom  of  that  apoftle,  and  bid  him  follotr 
him  to  a  certain  place.  Peter  perceiving  that  be  was  alfo 
followed  by  John  the  beloved  difciple,  feemed  to  take 
umbrage  at  this  favourite,  and  aiked  if  John  too  was  to  at- 
tend him.  Jefus  replied  with  marks  of  difpleafure,  '*  If 
I  will  have  him  tarry  till  I  come,  what  have  you  to  do  with 
it  ?"  This  anfwer  was  interpreted  into  a  declaration  that 
John  Ihould  not  dfe,  but  remain  upon  earth  till  the  gene- 
ral refurred^ion. 

Thus  did  Chrift,  after  his  refurreftion,  manifeft  him- 
felf, either  to  his  whole  church,  or  to  fome  of  them  more 
Appears  to  Particularly,  during  the  fpace  of  forty  days,  difcourfing 
them  forty    familiarly  with  them  of  his  fpiritual  kingdom,  difpelling 
^/.  their  doubts,  allaying  their  tears,  and  comforting  their 

hearts  with  the  profpe£l:  of  an  eternal  life  to  crown  their 
painful  and  arduous  race.  At  length,  the  appointed  time 
of  hii  departure  drawing  near,  he  gathered  them  together^ 

• 

•  John XX.  14,  &  feq.  '  Matth,  xxviii*  x6,  &  feq. 
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to  tlie  number  of  about  five  hundred  %  and  led  them  into  a 
retired  part  of  a  mountain ,  where  he  again  gave  them  frefh 
afliirances  of  his  never-failing  love,  care,  and  protedtion,* 
to  the  end  of  the  world ;  renewed  his  commifGon  and  mi- 
raculous powers  to  them,  together  with  a  promife  of  a 
plentiful  effufion  of  his  Holy  Spirit  to  dire^i  and  6t  them 
for  their  glorious  workj  the  converfion  of  mankind  ^ 

Having  finiihed  his  difcourfe,  he  bid  them  return  to  Je- 
rufalem,  where  he  would  meet  them  before  hisafcenfion, 
as  he   accordingly  did;    and  ordered    them   to  remain 
there  till  they  had  received  the  promifed  Comforter,  by  Promtfit 
whom  they  fhould  be  endowed  with  power  from  above,  the  Com^ 
anfweraible  to  their  high  commiffion.     Great  need  they  f^^^  '• 
ftill  had  of  fuch  a  divine  diredlor,  fince  thefe  laft  words      ** 
filled  them  again  with  hopes,  that  their  Mafter  was  now 
l^oing  indeed  to  reftore  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael.    Jefus  was 
here  again  obliged  to  check  their  ambition  and  curiofity  ; 
but  referred  the  further  difplay  of  this  important  point  to 
that  promifed  heavenly  initrufkor.     And  now,  having  fi- 
tiifhed  his  glorious  work,  he  led  them  forth  toward  Be- 
thany,  to  the  mount  of  Olives ;  where,  in  their  full  view, 
he  afcended  to  heaven,  leaving  his  bleffing  upon  then),  Afctnit 
and  the  comfortable  affurance^  that  he  was  going  ^  prcr  «*«^«  ^'^ 
pare  a  place  for  them  in  his  own  kingdom.    WhHft  ^eir  ***• 
eyes  we're  fixed  ftill  towards  him,  two  angels  appeared  in 
bright  appare},  and  faid  unto  them,  "  Ye  men  of  Galilee, 
why  (land  ye  gazing  up  to  heaven  ?  The  fame  jefus,  whom 
you  have  now  beheld  afcending  thither,  fhall  in  d^  like 
scanner  come  down  again  from  thence  s(W}*^ 

The 

*  X  Cor.  XV.  €.  f  Mark  xvi.  17,  ad  fin.  Mark 

xvi.  ver.  ult.    Luke  xxiv.  46,  ad  fin.    A^s  i.  6,  U  feq* 

(W)  Tt  will  not  be  amifs  to  number  of  difciplcs,   both  of 

clofe  this  hiftory  of  the  Saviour  Jews  and  Gentiles.    This  was 

of  the  world  with  the  teftimony  {or  as  St.  Jerom  read  it,  cre^ 

which  we  find  concerning  him  dehatur^    was  helLetftd   to   he) 

in  Jofephus  ;    who,     in    the  the     Chrift^    whom      Pilate,  < 

eighteenth  book  of  his  Anti-  through  the  envy  of  the  heads 

quities,  chap.  4,  exprefsly  fays^  of  our  nation,   caufcd   to  be 

*'   At   the  fame  time,    there  crucified;  but  this  did  not  hi  n- 

was  one  Jefus,  a  wife  man,  if  der  his  difciples  from  cleaving 

at  leaft  he  may  be  called  a  fledfaftly  to  him.  He  was  feen 

man,  who  was  a  great  worker  by  them  three  days  after  his 

of  miracles,  and  a  teacher  of  death,  according  to  the  prophe- 

truth  to  all  that  were  defirous  cies    concerning    him.      The 

to  learn  it»  and  liad  a  great  Chriftian  fe£t  fubfifts  to  this 

S  4  day; 
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Chrifl's  The  difciples  returned  immediately  to  Jerufalem,  where 

difapUs  they  fpent  their  time  in  prayer,  fading,  and  fuch  other 

^''CX  ^'  exercifes  as  were  moft  likely  to  qualify  them  for  the  recep-. 

yfrujalim*  ^^^^  ^£  ^j^g  pi-omifed  Comforter.  They  were  about  a  hun-, 

dred  and  twenty  perfons,  probably  exclufive  of  the  wo- 
men, among  whom  was  the  Virgin  Mary  ^.     The  place 
they  ufed  to  aflemble  in,  was  a  large  upper  room,  where, 
a  few  days  after  their  Matter's  afcenfion,  Peter  addreffed 
himfelf  to  the  reft,  and  reminded  them  how  necefiary  it 
w^as,  before  they  entered  upon  their  grand  commiilion,  to 
Choofe  a      choofe  a  new  member  into  the   apoftolic  college,  from 
ntw  mem-    among  thofe  who  had  been  converfant  with  Jefus  from 
^'V^^^^"    John's  baptifm  to  that  prefent  time,  to  fill  up  the  vacancy 
^(t  jiHias,  ^j^j^,j^  ^jjg  traitor  Judas  had  made  in  their  number.     The 

propofal  being  approved,*  two  candidates  were  offered, 
namely,  Jofeph,  furnamed  Juftus  and  Barfabas  (who  is| 
fuppofed  by  fome  to  be  the  brother  of  James  the  Lefs, 
and,  by  others,,  the  fame  with  Barnabas) ;  and  Matthias, 
who  was  one  of  the  feventy  difciples.  After  a  Ihort 
prayer  to  the  Difcerner  of  all  hearts,  to  direiS  them  to  the 
perfon  whom  he  had  ma4e  choice  of,  they  caft  their  lots, 
^nd  Matthias  vi^as  chofen  into  the  apoftolical  miniftry  *. 
^heUoly  When  fifty  days  from  Chrift's^refurreftion  were  expir- 

Choft  dt"  ed,  a  term  which  ufliered  in  the  grand  feaft  of  Pentecoft, 
fcends  on  y^hilft  the  difciples  were  all  aflembled  at  their  ufual  place, 
ills'  fuddenly  there  was  heard  a  mighty  found  from  heaven ;  a 

vehement  wind  filled  the  room,  and  there  appeared  clo- 
ven tongues  of  fire  fitting  upon  their  heads.    They  were 

1*  Ads  i.  14.  i  A6ts  i.  15,  ad  finem. 

• 

4ay ;  they  call  themfelves  by  once  complimepted  the  Roman 

his  name,  and  acknovvlege  him  emperor  with  that  title.  Thofe 

for  their  head."  who  want  to  fee  what  has  been 

This   paflage,    however,    Is  written  on   the  fubje<Et,    may 

faid  to  be  furreptitious,  as  nei-  confult  the  following  authors: 

ther  St.  Juftin  nor  TertuUian  Eufeb,    Ecdef.    HilL    lib.   i, 

make  any  mention  of  it ;    and  cap,  11.     Huet.  Demonftr.  E- 

yet  it  is  quoted  by  St,  Jerom  vang.  prop.  fe6t.  1 1  •     Arnold, 

and  Eufebius.     The  principal  Diflert.  deLoc.  fup,  an.  i66t. 

pV)je6tion  againil  it  is,  how  Jo-  Prid,  Calmet.     But  thofe,  who 

fephus  could  exprefe  himfplf  believe  it  to  have  been  foiiled 

in  fuch  a  manner  concerning  in  by  fome  pious   Chriftians, 

jChriil,  and  yet  live  and  die  a  will  find   it  flill   much  more 

Jew.   To  which  may  be  added  difficult  to  account  how  they 

Another  difficulty  ;  to  wit,  how  could  get  it  inferted  in  all  fur 

Jie  could  acknowlegc  him  the  ture  copies,    and  fupprefs  all 

pro^^ifed  ]V][eniab,  after  he  had  the  old  and  genuine  ones. 


J'he  Hfftory  of  the  JezJifs.  ^  265 

all  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,infpired  with  the  knowlege  who  are 
of  foreign  tongues^  and  endowed  with  all  other  fupcrna-  endowed 
Jural  gifts,  to  qualify  them  for  the  converfion  of  mankind.  *^'/  '  * 
They  fet  themfelves  immediately  about  this  great  work,  fo^g^eu 
Jerufalem  being  then  filled  with  people,  from  all  parts  of 
the  world,  both  Jews  and  profclytes,  who  flocked  thither, 
as  ufual,  to  that  grand  Solemnity.  Thefe,  curious  to 
'know  the  particulars  of  that  wonderful  event,  came  to 
them  in  great  crouds,  and  were  beyond  meafure  fur- 
prifed  to  hear  fuch  poor  illiterate  Galileans  exprefs 
with  fuch  energy,  the  moft  fublime  myfteries  of  the  gof- 
pel"^.  Whilft  fome,  ftruck  with  amazement  at  what  they 
law  and  heard,  were  queflioning  what  the  iffue  of  fuch  a 
prodigy  would  be  ;  others  afcribed  their  raptures  to  fome 
excefs  of  new  wine,  which  they  fuppofed  the  apoftles  had 
drank  that  morning.  Which  notion,  when  Peter  under- 
ftood,  he  firft  exploded  the  fuppofition,  6y  reminding 
them,  that  it  was  but  the  third  hour  of  the  day,  or  nine 
of  the  morning  \  whereas  the  Jews  never  eat  or  drank  till 
after  that  hour,  when  the  firft  public  prayers  were  over ; 
and  then  proved  to  them  from  the  Scriptures,  that  there 
was  nothing  in  this  extraordinary  change,  »but  what  had 
been  plainly  foretold  by  one  of  the  prophets  *.  From  that 
fubjeft,  he  proceeded  to  thofe  other  oracles,  which  had  ' 

prefignified  the  death  and  refurreflion  of  Chrift,  the  true 
Meffiah  ;  all  which  he  explained  with  fuch  powerful  elo- 
quence, that  three  thoufand  of  his  audience  were  imme*-   • 
diately  converted  to  his  doftrine  *". 

Peter  and  John,  repairing  to  the  temple  as  ufual,  at  the  An  old 
evening  hour  of  prayer,  healed  a  poor  cripple,  who  fat  crif^pu 
begging  at  the  gate.     This  incident  drew  immediately  a  '^^^'^^ 
great  cpncourfe  of  people  about  them,  to  the  place  called 
Solomon  s  porch  ;    where  Peter  aflured  them,  that  they 
had  wrought  the  miracle  by  no  other  power  than  that  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  whom  their  elders  and  rulers  had  through 
ignorance  condemned  to  the  crofs.     He  concluded  with 
fuch  a  powerful  difcourfe  on  the  danger  of  an  obftinate 
and  ungrateful  unbelief,  and  on  the  unfpeakable  benefits 
of  a  fpeedy  faith  and  repentance,  that  five  thoufand  more 
were  added  to  the  number  of  their  converts  "  ^X). 

But 

k  Afl's  11.  8a  ^  feq.  '  Joel  ii.  a8,  &  fcq.  conf.  cum  Ifar, 

xxix.  19,  &  feq.  xliv..;,  ^feq.  cum  A£ls  xi.  i5,&(eq.        ^  A(5ts 
^^.  37,  ad  fin.  "  A6ts  iii.  i,  &  feq. 

(X)    Thus   did    this    new     not  in  the  number  only,   but 
tphprch  pf  Cbrift  daily  improve,    in  the  zeal  and  fervour,  holi- 

neft 
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But  the  oppofition  of  the    priefts  and  rulers  againft 

Chrifl's  rengion  did  not  expire  with  the  death  of  its  divine 

author*     1  his  new  and  fignal  miracle  on  the  lame  man^ 

the  number  of  conveirts  it  drew  after  it,  the  zeal,  boldnefs, 

and  eloquence,  of  the  apoftles,  all  contribtited  to  awaken 

their  fears,  and  put  them  upon  freih  means  to  fupprefs 

what  thcj  called  this  new  and  dangerous  fe£t.    The  apo£>  - 

Fetir*s        ties,  and  the  cripple,  being  brought  before  them,  Peter 

"^k!^^  A      demonftrated  to  them  from  the  Scriptures,  that  Jefus  was 

M^<2ii  €'    ^Y^^^  chief  corileNftone,  which  was  long  fince  foretold  to 

be  rejefted  by  the  builders ",  and  was  now  become  the 

foundation  of  the  new  covenant,  fince  there  was  no  name 

given  under  heaveny  by  which  men  might  be  faved,  but 

that  of  Jefu^  Chrift,  crucified  indeed  by  them,  but  raifed 

again  by  his  own  viflorious  power.      The  fanhedrim, 

afraid  to  ufe  violent  means,  or  to  inflame  the  admiring 

multitude!  contented  themfelves  for  the  prefent,  with  for- 

ApofiUs       bidding  them  to  preach  any  more  in  that  name ;  to  which 

forbid  to      injun£tion  Peter  replied,  **  We  have  received  a  contrary 

^?^^        command  from  God,  and  you  may  eafily  judge  which  cf 

^^v'*        the  two  ought  to  be  obeyed  *»/' 

At  his  return  to  his  collegues,  having  acquainted  them 

with  what  had  pafled,  they  joined  unanimoufly  in  prayer 

to  God,  to  ftrengthen  their  faith,  courage,  and  miracit- 

Ions  power,  that  they  might  boldly  go  on  in  their  miniiby, 

and  preach  his  crucined  Son  notwitbftanding  all  0{^fitioB 

and  difcouragements ;    upon  which  they  felt  their  upper 

Jnjpired      room  violently  fhaken,  and  their  hearts  infpired  with  fuch 

tuithfrefi    zeal,  that  neither  threatenings  nor  perfecutions,    racks* 

^^»  tortures,  nor  deaths^  could  put  a  ftop  to  their  preach* 

ing. 

*  Ffal.  cxvili.  %%.  p  ABti  iii.  &  iv.  paffim. 

nefi  and  charity,  of  its  mem>  of  the  world,  even  of  their 
bers ;  beginniitg  now  a  kind  enemies.  Thus  were  the  di- 
of  heavenly  lite  upon  earth,  vine  oracles  fulfilled ,  the  pro- 
difclaiming  all  property,  felling  mifes  of  Chrift  performed,  and 
all  they  had,  and  cneartuUy  his  church  miraculoufly  plant- 
laying  it  at  the  apoflles*  feet,  ed  and  propagated  by  that  hea- 
to  be  diflributed  to  the  relief  venly  Spirit ;  to  continue  ud« 
of  their  brethren  ;  and  being  der  his  dire^^ion  to  the  end  of 
even  in  their  worldly  goods,  as  the  world,  maugre  all  the  op«- 
well  as  in  their  hearts  and  af-  pofitions  of  Jews  and  Gen« 
fe^^ions,  fo  perfectly  united,  tiles  (i}« 
that  they  became  the  wonder 

(i)  Matth.  aLvi.  If • 

Tht 
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The  fanhedrim,  finding  their  admonitions  inefFe£lual, 
began  to  think  it  time  to  try  fome  feverer  means  j  and  to 
that  end  ordered  them  to  be  feized,  and  caft  into  a  com-  Imprifined, 
men  gaol.     But,  before  the  next  morning,  an  angel  had  «»^  mira- 
ppened  the  prifofi^gates,  and  fent  them  back  to  refume  f'''^'^^  **'" 
their  miniftry  and  preaching.     By  that  time  the  council    ^"^ 
was  met  to  determine  fomething  concerning  them,  word 
was  brought,  that  the  prifoners  were  efcaped  by  fome  mi- 
racle ;    as  the  prifon-gates  had  been  found  clofely  Ihut.  ' 
Whilft  they  were  debating  about  this  new  prodigy,  the 
news  came,  that  they  were  preaching  as  ufual  in  the  tem- 
ple.    Being  again  apprehended,  and  afked  by  Caiaphas,  ^hefanht* 
wherefore  they  had  tranfgreflcd  the  command  of  the  fan-  ^'''«  '» 
hedrim,    they  boldly  anfwered,    that,    fince    obedience  ^^7°^.^' 
ceafed  to  be  due  to  magiftrates  as  foon  as  it  began  to  con-         ■^* 
travene  that  which  was  due  to  God,  they  ha^  ftriftly  fol- 
lowed tlieir  duty  in  preaching  the  refurreftion  of  Chrift, 
and  the  remiffion  of  fins  through  him,  and  giving  the 
fame  irrefragable  proofs  of  thofe  faving  truths,  which  they 
tliemfelves  had  experienced  ^. 

Thi«  candid  anfwer,  which  gave  them  to  underfl:and, 
that  they  were  not  to  he  frighted  into  a  bafe  compliance, 
raifed  the  indignation  of  the  council  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
they  were  jufl:  ready  to  vent  it  in  fome  feverer  manner, 
when  Gamaliel  (Y),  one  of  their  members,  a  perfon  of  GamaViett 
greater  coolnefs,  and  a  learned  Pharifee,  flood  up,  and  advice  tg 
inoderated  their  refentment  for  the  prefent,  by  reminding  '^^^« 
them,  that  if  this  counfel  were  merely  human,, it  would 
foon  be  cruflied,  as  many  others  of  the  like  nature,  which 
he  named,  and  they  knew  had  lately  been  ;  but  if  it  was 
of  God,  it  was  vain,  as  well  as  impious,  in  them  to  op- 
pofe  it.  **  Wherefore,"  concluded  he,  '*  my  opinion  is, 
that  we  let  thefe  men  alone,  and  wait  the  event,  left  we 
fliould  be  found  at  length  to  contend  with  an  almighty 
power.**  His  counfel  was  readily  agreed  to,  and  the  apof- 
tles,  being  called  in,  after  having  received  a  fevere  rebuke 
for  their  contumacy,  were  difmiffed,  and  joyfully  rejoin- 
ed their  collegues  '  (Z). 

About 

9  A&s  iii.  iVi  paflim,  &  v.  17*         '  Adlsiv.  ver.  33,  ad  fim  - 

(Y)  This  was  the  perfon  at  Herod,  died  at  Julias,  in  the 
whofefeetSt,  Paul  had  been  thirty-feventh  year  of  his  reign, 
brought  up.  from  the  death  of  Herod  the 

(Z)  About  this  time  the  te-    Great.     As  he  left  no  heirs  of  ^. 

trarch  Philip,  the  brother  ot    his  own  body,   his  tetrarchy 

was 
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About  the  fame  time  the  apoftles  ordained  feven  deacons 
from  among  the  number  of  believers>  to  be  pverfeers  of 
the  miniftry  in  the  relief  of  the  neceffitous  members. 

One  of  thefe  was  Stephen,  a  man  of  extraordinary  learn- 
ing and  zeal,  and  full  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  wrought 
fuch  wonders  among  the  people,  that  he  gave  great  um- 
brage to  the  Jews.  Being  accufed  before  the  fanhedrim, 
and  having  leave  to  fpeak  for  himfelf,  be  began  his  de- 
fence with  a  hiftorical  deduftion  of  the  true  worlhip  of 
GodjCxclufive  of  the  Mofaic  rites ;  which  laft  he  (hewed, 
by  authentic  proofs,  were  to  be  done  away,  to  make  room 
for  a  more  fpiritual  religion  under  the  promifed  Meffiah. 
This  fpeech  was  interpreted  into  blafphemy,  for  which  he 
was  condemned  to  death,  and  was  ftoned  accordingly, 
Saul  at  this  time,  a  great  enemy  to  Chriilianity^  aflifting 
zealouily  on  this  occaHon  *.  Authors  are  not  agreed 
about  the  exa£l:  year  of  his  death  ;  but  mod  of  them,  after 
Ufher,  Pearfon,  and  others,  place  it  about  this  time,  that 
is,  about  a  year  after  that  of  his  divine  Mafter. 

The  death  of  this  protomartyr  was  foon  followed  by  a 
more  grievous  perfecution  againft .  the  Chriilian  converts, 
which  yet  Providence  turned  into  the  means  of  prop^ 
gating  the  gofpel  far  and  wide,  by  the  difperfion  of  a  great 
number  of  them,  who,  after  Stephen's  death,  left  Jeru- 
falem  and  Judsea,  according  to  our  Saviour's  advice, 
**  When  you  are  perfecuted  in  one  city,  flee  into  another  ^'* 
Few  befide  the  apoftles  ftaid  at  Jerufalem,  whilft  the  reft 
went  and  preached,  fome  at  Samaria,  fome  at  Cyprus, 
*and  others  elfewhere,  but  ftill  among  the  Jews ;  for  the 
time  for  the  converfion  of  the  Gentiles  was  not  yet  come. 
During  this  perfecution,  Samaria  having  received  the  gof- 
pel by  the  preaching  of  Philip",  the  apoftplic  college  at 
Jerufalem  deputed  thither  Peter  and  John,  who  imparted 
the  Holy  Ghoft  unto  them  by  their  prayer,  and  impofition 
of  hands.  Simon  Magus,  a  forcerer,  obferving  the  won- 
derful efficacy  of  this  laft  ceremony,  would  have  pur- 
chafed  the  fame  power  of  the  apoftles  at  a  large  fum  ;  for 
which  profane  propofal  Peter  iharply  rebuked  him,  and 
after-ages  have  branded  his  memory  by  giving  that  new 
and  unheard-of  fin  the  name  of  Simony. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  L.  Vitellius, 
being  fent  by  Tiberius  proconful  of  Syria,  came  to  Jeru- 

■  AAs  vii.  58,  & feq.        t  Matth.  x.  23.        "  Ads  viii.  4,  &  foq. 

was  refumed  by  Tiberius,  and    Syria,  then  under  the  govern- 
annexed  to   the   province  of    xnent  of  Flaccus  Foipponius^ 

'  falem 
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falcm  about  the  fedl  of  the  Paflbver,  where  he  was  ho-      a.  D. 
nourably  received  by  the  magiftrates  of  that  metropolis,  35. 

and  remitted  to  the  inhabitants  the  whole  duty  of  the  fruits    ""■; — \ — -^ 
that  were  fet  to  fale.     He  likewife  put  all  the  pontifical   y^j^'^f' 
habits,  which  ufcd  to  be  kept  in  the  fortrefs  of  Antonia,   thijlwl^ 
finder  the  cuftody  of  a  Roman  officer,  into  the  pofleffion 
of  the  Jewilh  high-prieft,  to  be  kept  and  difpofed  of  at 
their  pleafurc.     He  likewife  depofed  Caiaphas  from  the 
pontifical  chair,  and  raifed  Jonathan,  the  fon  of  Annas,  or 
Ananus,  to  that  dignity;  then  departed  for  Antioch,  his 
capital  *.     Soon  after  this  tranfaftion  a  tumult  happened 
at  Samaria,  in  which  Pilate  afted  with  fuch  defpotifm 
and  cruelty,  as  piveid  the  way  to  his  own  ruin.     A  certain 
pipoftor   had    perfuaded    the  Samaritans,  that,  if  they 
would  repair  to  their  facred  Mount  Garizzim,  he  would 
direft  them  to  the  facred  veflels  which  Mofes  had  for- 
merly buried  in  that  place.     The  credulous  people  came 
armed  in  fhoals  to  him,  and  encamped  before  a  village 
called  Tirathaba,  waiting  for  orders  to  join  them,  till  they 
could  make  a  fufficient  body  to  go  up  and  take  pofleffion 
of  the  pretended  treafure.     Pilate,  who  had  timely  notice 
of  their  defign,  fent  a  ftrong  body  of  horfe  and  foot,  who 
attacked  them  with  fuch  fury,  that  they  killed  a  great 
number  of  thofe  deluded  wretches,  took  many  of  them 
prifoners,  and  difperfed  the  reft;  then  he  ordered  thofe 
of  the  beft   rank  and  quality   to  be  beheaded  without 
mercy  or  delay.     The  Samaritans  had   immediately  re- 
courfe  to  Vitellius,    and    complained  'of  the  maflacre, 
aifuring  him,  at   the  fame  time,  that  their  aflembling  in 
arms  was  not  with  a  feditious  view,  but  to  fecure  them- 
felves  from  the  intolerable  oppreffions  of  the  Jewifh  go- 
vernor.     Vitellius,    who  was   well  acquainted   with  his 
cruel  and  rapacious  charafter,  upon  this  complaint,  dif- 
patched  his  friend  Marcellus,  to  take  the  government  o£ 
Judaea  upon  him,  and  fent  orders  to  Pilate  to  repair  im- 
ihediately  to  Rome,  there  to  anfwer  the  accufation  of  the 
Samaritans,  before  Caefar's  tribunal.     Pilate   was  forced 
to  obey ;  but,  being  detained  by  contrary  winds,  Tiberius 
died  before  he  could  reach  Rome.    This  depofition,  which 
was  but  the  forerunner  of  much  greater  evils  to  that  cruel 
opprcflbr,  happened  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  tyrannic  go- 
vernment  ^  (A).  jj^^^^ 

»  Conf.  Jof.  Antiq.  lib  xv.  T4.  &xviii.  6.  y  AntJq,  ibid.  cap.  5. 

(A)   The  Ada    Pilati,    or    vernment,  have  been  fo altered 
tranfajaions  of  Pilate  in  his  go-    and  fophifticated  by  the  hands 

through 
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During  thefe  tranfa£):ions  in  Judxa,  Herod  had  beefi 
carrying  on  his  unfuccefsful  war  againft  Aretag  \  and  Ti- 
beriusi  vexed  at  the  fuccefs  of  the  latter,  had  fent  exprefs 
orders  to  Vitellius  to  invade  his  country,  and  either  tq 
take  him  prifoner,  or  fend  his  head  to  Rome.  Vitellius, 
in  his  march  into  Arabia,  defigned  to  have  pafied  through 
Judxa  ;  but  was  diverted  from  it  by  the  Jewiih  magiftrateSf 
on  account  of  the  Roman  ilandards.  Upon  this  condefcen- 
fion  Herod  and  he  came  to  Jerufalcm,  where  they  were 
highly  honoured,  and  offered  the  ufual  facrifices,  and  re- 
moved Jonathan  from  the  high-priefthood,  to  give  it  to  his 
brother  Theophilus  y.  Here  they  received  the  news  of 
Tiberius's  death,  and  Vitellius  ftaid  to  receive  the  oath  of 
fidelity  from  the  people  to  the  new  emperor  Caius  **    By 


7  Antiq-  ibid.  cap.  viii.   Vid.  &  Dio.  lib.  lix* 
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through  which  they  paiTed, 
that  we  can  fay  nothing  poll- 
tive  on  the  fubje£t.  What  re- 
lates to  our  Saviour,  Tertul- 
lian  and  Eufebius  have  record- 
ded  to  this  efied. 

**  Pilate  to  Tiberias,  &c. 

•*  I  have  been  forced  to 
confent,  at  length,  to  the  cru- 
cifixion of  Jef  us  Chrift,  to  pre- 
vent a  tumult  from  the  Jews  ; 
though  ic  was  very  much  a- 
gainft  my  will.  For  the  world 
liever  faw,  nor  probably  will, 
a  man  of  fuch  extraordinary 
piety  and  uprightnefs.  But 
the  high-prieft  and  fanhedrim 
fulfilled  in  it  the  oracles  of 
their  prophets,  and  of  our  fi- 
byls.  WhilH  he  hung  en  the 
crofs,  a  horrid  darknew,  which 
covered  the  earth,  feemed  to 
threaten  its  total  end.  His 
difciples,  who  pretend  to  have 
feen  him  rife  from  the  dead, 
and  afcend  into  heaven,  and 
acknowlege'  him  for  their 
God  ( I ) ,  IHII  fubfift ; .  and  by 
their  excellent  lives,  fticvv 
themfelves  the  worthy  difciples 


of  fo  extraordinary  a  Mafier* 
I  did  what  I  could  to  fave  him 
from  the  malice  of  the  Jews ; 
but  the  fear  of  a  total  infur- 
redion  made  me  facrifice  him 
to  the  intereft  and  peace  of 
your  empire,  &c." 

There  is  nothing  in  all  this 
that  can  appear  inconiiftent 
with  the  chara£ter  of  fuch  a 
governor  as  Pilate  was,  if  nve 
except  his  faying  there,  that 
Chrifl's  death  had  been  foretold 
by  the  prophets  and  fibyls; 
but  Jofeph  of  Arimathea,  when 
he  went  to  beg  his  body,  might 
in  all  likelihood  inform  him 
of  the  one,  and  the  other  he 
might  either  know  or  be  told 
by  fome  of  his  own  people* 
As  for  the  reft,  the  rear  be 
was  in  of  being  called  to  an  ac- 
count for  his  uujuft  fentence, 
might  make  him  the  more  dili- 
gent in  fending  fuch  a  favour* 
able  relation  of  the  tranfadioo, 
as  would  moft  effe6lually  preju« 
dice  that  capricious  emperor 
in  his  favour. 


(i)  Thefc  Uft  pATticulars  are  only  in  Tcrtul.  &  Eufeb, 
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diis  time  Artabanes  having  fucceedied  Aretas  in  Arabia* 
Vitellius  entered  into  an  alliancd  with  him  near  the  Eu- 
phrates, where  Herod  gave  them  a  magnificent  enter- 
tainment under  a  (lately  p;avilion,  which  he  had  reared 
for  that  purpofe,  near  the  b^nks  of  that  river.  The  Roman 
general  fent  immediately  an  account  of  this  tranfa£):ion  to 
the  emperor,  and  was  furprifed  to  find,  by  his  anfwer, 
that  Herod  had  acquainted  him  with  all  the  particulars  of 
it$  for  which  anticipation  he  bore  him  a  mortal  hatred 
ever  after*. 

All  this  while  the  Chriftian  church  increafed  to  a  fur-  James  Ufi 
prifing  degree,  not  only  in  Judsea,  but  in  all  other  parts  ^Aop^f 
of  the  world;   to  which   the   apoftles  themfelves,  after  J^^^f^^'^* 
baving  left  James  the  Lefs  bifiiop  of  that  of  Jerufalem  (B), 

difperfed 
«  Jofeph.  &  Dio«  ubi  fupra* 


(B)  That  he  was  made  bi- 
fiiop of  Jerufalem,  and  that 
this  metropolis  was  made  the 
iirft  Chriflian  fee,  we  have  not 
from  any  facred  writers,  but 
from  the  .fathers  and  ancient 
tradition*  It  is  fuppofed  that 
both  St.  Peter,  and  the  two 
ions  of  Zebedee,  gave  him  the 
preference  of  being  the  firft 
oifliop,  on  account  of  his  be- 
ing fo  nearly  related  to  Chrift. 
For  he  was  the  fon  of  Cleophas 
or  Alpbeus,  the  brother  of  the 
blefled  Virgin,  therefore  his 
firft  coufin,  and  henc^  called 
his  brother,  according  to  the 
Hebrew  cuftom. 

This  his  preference  is  farther 
confirmed  by  his  being  men- 
tioned by  the  apoille  before 
Peter  and  John,  who  are  there 
called  the  two  other  pillars  of 
the  church ;  and  efpecially  by 
his  fitting  as  prefident  at  the 
firfl  council  at  Jerufalem,  when 
the  queftion  about  the  circum- 
cifion  of  heathen  converts  was 
condemned. 

Some  apocryphal  writings 
were  attributed  to  St.  James, 
but  were  condemned  by  the 


church,  which  receives  none 
but  the  epifiile  that  bears  his 
name,  and  which  he  is  fup- 
pofed to  have  written  a  little 
before  his  death,  which  hap- 
pened about  the  year  of  Chnii 
62 ;  when  his  great  fandticy 
having  rent^ered  him  obnoxi- 
ous to  Ananfas  the  fon  of  An- 
nas the  hign-priefl,  mentioned 
in  the  gofpel,  he  drew  him 
into  the  following  fnare.  He 
fent  for  bim,  to  declare  to  the 
mifiaken  people  what  they 
ought  to  think  of  Jefus,  con- 
cerning whom  they  had,  he 
pretended,  conceived  fome 
wrong  notion.  For  the  better 
conveniency  of  his  being  heard ^ 
he  was  placed  in  fome  gallery ^ 
or  high  balcony  of  the  temple, 
where  the  people  from  below 
inquired  of  him  concerning 
the  crucified  Jefus ;  to  which 
the  good  old  bifhop  anfwered, 
**  That  Jefus,  whom  you  cru- 
cified, fits  now  at  the  right 
hand  of  God." 

The  chiefs,  hearing  this  de- 
plaration,    cried    out    **  The 
tuft,"  alluding  to  his  furname, 
isalfo  in  the  delufion,  and  or- 
dered 
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difperfed  themfelves,  either  about  or  foon  after  thid  tiitttf* 
It  is  not  our  province  to* follow  them  out  of  Judaea,  of 
even  to  en^er  into  many  tranfaSions  of  theirs  within  it, 
which  have  no  concern  with  the  Jewifh  hiftory ;  fuch  z9 
their  councils  held  at  Jerufalem,  their  converts,  miracles^ 
and  ordination  of  bifhops ;  thofe  particulars  regarding 
only  the  firft  propagation  and  planting  of  the  Chriftian 
church,  we  fhall  refer  our  readers  for  them  to  thofe  Chrif- 
tian annalifts,  hiftorians,  and  other  authors,  who  have 
written  on  the  fubjedl,  which  are  too  numerous  and  too 
well  known  to  need  being  mentioned. 

The  Jews,  foon  after  the  death  of  Tiberius,  received  a 
newgovernor  from  Rome,  inftead  of  Pontius  Pilate, named 
Marullus,  or  rather  Marcellus,  to  whom  the  care  of  Ju- 
dxa  had  been  committed  after  Pilate's  depofition.  At 
the  fame  time  Caius  Caligula  gave  his  old  friend  Agrippa, 
the  fon  of  Ariftobulus,  and  grandfon  of  Herod  the  Great, 
the  tetrarchy  of  his  late  uncle  Philip,  and  added  to  it  that 
of  Abylene  in  Syria,  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  Ly- 
fanias.  Agrippa,  whom  St.  Luke  calls  by  the  common 
name  of  Herod  ^,  had  been  brought  up  at  Rome  with 
Drufus  the  fon  of  Tiberius ;  and,  by  his  extreme  genero- 
fity,  or  rather  profufenefs,  had  fecured  many  friends  at 
court ;  but  they  were  6i  the  courtly  mould.  For,  after 
Drufus's  death,  the  emperor  having  removed  all  the  friends 
of  that  young  prince  from  him,  left. they  (hould  revive  the 
memory  of  his  fon,  Agrippa  found  himfelf  reduced  to  the 
greateft  extremities,  much  in  debt,  and  almoft  friendlefs. 
In  this  condition  he  repaired  to  Judaea,  and  fhut  liimfelf 
up  in  a  caftle  in  Idumsea,  refolving,  through  Ihame,  vex- 
ation, and  mifery,  to  ftarve  himfelf  to  death.  His  wife 
Cyprus,  the  daughter  of  Phafael,  wrote  to  his  fifter  in  bis 
behalf ;  and  thefe  two  furniftied  him  with  fome  prefent 
fubfiftence,  but  too  little  for  a  prince  of  his  extragavant 
temper.  To  this  Herod,  Herodias's  huft)and,  added  fome 
farther  favours,  made  him  a  magiftrate  of  Tiberias,  and 
aflifted  him  with  fmallfums.  But  this  kindnefs  was  foon 
at  an  end  ^    and  Herod  having  one  day  upbraided  him 

1)  Aftsxii.  I,  &feq. 


dered  him  to  be  thrown  head- 
long to  the  ground.  His  fall, 
not  having  deprived  him  of  life, 
they  overwhelmed   him    with 


flones,  wliilft  he  prayed  to 
God  for  them.  At  length  one 
of  them  came  and  killed  bim 
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With  It  at  a  banquet, .  Agrippa,  ^vlio  could  not  "brook  the 
affront,  retired  to  Flaccus  governor  of  Syria,  where  he 
had  hot  ftaid  long  before  he  difobliged  him,  and  was  forced 
to  retire  again  into  Italy  ^.  After  many  other  misfor- 
tunes he  was,  at  length,  through  the  ill  offices  of  one  of 
his  freed-men,  thrown  into  prifon,  and  loaded  with  chains, 
bjr  Tiberius.  He  continued  in  this  miferable  condition 
till  that  prince's  death,  when  Caius,  with  whom  he  bad 
formerly  contrafted  an  intimate  friendfhip,  fent  for  him 
from  his  prifon  to  his  own  palace,  arrayed  him  in  purple,  A.  D. 
exchanged  his  iron  chain  for  one  of  gold  of  the  fame  4i« 
weight,  put  a  diadem  on  his  head,  and  gave  him  the  two 


tetrarchies   above    mentioned,    with    the  title  of  king.  ^J^^^ 
Agrippa  did  not,  however,  take  immediate  pofleffion  of  imprijon 
his  new  domiiiions  \  but   continued  about  a  year  longer  ment  and 
at  Rome  with  the  hew  emperor.     He  obtained,  at  length,  f^ainj  bj 
leave  of  him  to  go   and  vifit  his  Jewifli  territories,  and  £^'^''*» 
took  Egypt  irt  his  M^ay.     He  embarked  at  PuteoH,  at  ^^^forjudaa^ 
end  of  July,  and  came  a  few  days  after  in  fight  of  Alex- 
andria.    The  magnificence  of  his  entry  Into  that  city, 
though  he  chofe  to  make  it  in  the  night,  to  avoid  its  be- 
ing too  lYiuch  ©bferved,  drew  the  envy  of  the  Alexan- 
drians, who  could  not  behold  this  upftart  Jewifli  king  in 
fuch  fplcndor,  without  ofiering  feveral  indignities  to  him,  Affrontgd 
though  at  a  diftance;  and  Flaccus,  their  governor,  who  otAUxan- 
,  was  no  lover  of  the  Jews,  not  only  winked  at  their  info-  '''*'^' 
Icncc,  but  beheld  it  with  a  fecret  pleafure.     He  was  like- 
wife  there  informed  of  the  indireft  means  which  Flaccus 
had  taken  to  render  the  Jewifli  nation  odious  to  the  em- 
peror.    All  which  particulars  made  him  willing  to  leave 
the  place  as  foon  as  pofilble. 

He  was  no  fooner  fettled  in  his  kingdom,  than  he  fent 
a  detail  to  the  emperor,  of  the  cruelties  which  Flaccus 
had  committed.  In  confequence  of  this  information, 
Caius  difpatched  Baffus  immediately  to  feize  that  bloody 
governor,  and  bring  him  to  Rome,  where  he  was  ftripped  Fiaceus*i 
of  all  his  riches,  baniflied  into  an  ifland  of  the  Arch ipela-  cruelties 
go,  and  at  length  put  to  death.  punijhed. 

In  the  mean  time  Herod  Antipas,  who  had  formerly  Berod 
treated  Agrippa  with  fuch  contempt,  could  not  now  be-  Antipas^s 
hold  his  glory  without  envy.    His  wife,  a  haughty  wo-  <'«»^''w«r, 
man,  could  not  brook  that  he  fliould  be  contented  with 
the  bare  title  of  tetrarch,  whilft  her  brother  was  raifed  to 
that  of  a  king  \  and  did  not  ceafe  importuning  him  until 
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he  took  a  journey  to  Rome,  to  obtain  the  fame  tkle  from- 
the  emperor.  She  even  accompanied  him  thither,  in^ 
hopes  that  her  prefence  would  greatly  influence  that  mo-. 
narch ;  but  Agrippa,  who  was  timely  acquainted  with 
their  ambitious  defigns,  had  taken  care  to  fend  thither 
one  of  his  freedmen,  named  Fortunatus,  to  accufe  Herod 
of  being  concerned  in  Sejanus's  late  confpiracy^  and,  as, 
a  proof  of  it,  to  mention  the  arfenals  which  he  had  filled. 
With  arms  fufficient  to  furnifh  feventy  thoufand  men.  As 
foon,  therefore,  as  Herod  was  admitted  into  the  prefence. 
of  the  emperor,  Fortunatus  prefentcd  him  with  Agrippa'si 
letter.  Caius  having  read  it,  afked  Herod  whether  he 
had  really  fuch  a  great  magazine  of  arms.  He  was  forced, 
to  confcfs  it  •,  upon  which  he  was  ftripped  of  his  tetrarchy,^ 
and  fent  into  banifhment  to  Lyons  in  France.  Caius  un- 
derftanding,  however,  that  Herodias  was  Agrippa's  fitter,, 
offered  to  pardon  her,  and  to.  procure  her  the  payment 
of  all  the  fums  fhe  had  lent  her  brother ;  but  ihe  refufed; 
his  generofity,  and,  as  fhe  had  been  the  caufe  of  her 
hufband's  dilgrace,  chofe  to  accompany  him,  and  to  ihare: 
his  fate  ;  upon  which  Caius  gave  both  his  tetrarchy,  and' 
all  his  treafure,  to  Agrippa,  after  Herod  bad  enjoyed  the 
fpr mer  forty-three  years  ^. 

In  the  mean  time  Caius,  having  ordered  his  ftatue 
to  be  erefted  in  the  very  fanSuary  of  the  temple,  fcnt: 
orders  to  Petronius,  then  governor  of  Syxia,  to  fee  it  ei^e- 
cuted,  and  to  have  a  number  of  troops  ready  to  prevent 
any  obftru£lion  from  the  Jews.  Petronius,  who  knew 
their  zeal,  as  well  as  the  impetuofity  of  his  mafter,  couldi 
not  obey  fuch  a  command  without  fome  dread ;  and,  to 
gain  time,  fent  for  the  heft  flatuaries  and  materials  from, 
diftant  parts,  whilft  he  gathered  his  army  into  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Ptolemais.  This  laft  precaution  hajmg 
alarmed  the  nation,  he  was  forced  to  difclofe  the  orders 
he  had  received;  upon  which  he  was  addreiTed  by  all  the 
heads  of  the  Jews,  who  in  the  humbleft  manner  afiured^ 
him,  that;  they  would  fooner  hazard  the  lofs  of  all  that, 
was  dear  to  them,  even  their  lives,  than  fuflfer  their  tenw. 
pie  to  be  thus  profaned.  The  governor  ftrove  to  bripg 
them  to  compliance,  by  reminding  them  of  the  danger-of 
their  oppofing,  or  of  his  not  obeying  the  emperor's  com- 
maud,  and  that  their  refidance  would  be  interpreted  into- 
downright  rebellion.  They  anfwered  him,  that  the 
prayers  and  facrifices  they  offered  daily  for  the  emperor. 

'  Antlq^  lib.  xviii.  cap.  9*.   Vid*  U  Dio^  lib*  UU  Philo,  iibi  fupra. 
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were  a  fufScient  token  of  their  loyalty.  "  However,  added 
they,  we  are  fo  far  from  rifing  in  arms  upon  this  occafion, 
that  we  will  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  butchered  in  the  moft 
cruel  manner ;  and  this  will  be  all  the  refiftance  you  will 
meet  from  us  if  you  perfift  in  your  defign." 

Ariftobulus,  the  brother  of  Agrippa,  accompanied  with   AriJIobuJus 
fome  of  the  royal  family,  came  to  Petronius,  and  begged  intercedes 
that  they  might  have  leave  to  try  to  mollify  the  emperor  f^^  ^^^^« 
by  an  embafly,  and  that  he  would  fecond  it  with  a  letter  to 
Caligula,  in  their  behalf.    Petronius  at  length  confented 
to  write  to  the  eriiperor,  but  forbad  them  to  fend  any  em- 
bafly, or  let  their  reluftance  be  fo  much  as  fufpedcd  at 
the  Kom^n  court.     He  wrote  accordingly  to  the  emperor,   Petronius 
that  he  had  met  with  difficulties  in  the  execution  of  his  ^xcufes  hisi 
orders,  through  want  of  proper  hands  ;  and  that  the  fta-   ^^'^* 
tue,  which  he  defigned  Ihould  be  a  mafter-piece  of  its    . 
kind,  was  not  yet  reared,  becaufe  he  feared  the  taking 
fo  many  men  from   their  other  labours,  would  bring  a 
fcarcity  on  the  land,  and  lower  the  tribute  ^  with  fudi 
Other  reafons,  which,  inftead  of  appeafing,  greatly  cxaf- 
perated  the  emperor.     He  was  juft  reading  the  letter,  and  Agrippa 
in  the  height  of  his  refentment,  when  king  Agrippa,  who  addrejfes 
was  then  at  Rome,  came  into  his  prefence.     This  prince  ^^ftmptr* 
was  greatly  furprifed  to  fee  fuch  a  mixture  of  paffions  in  ^^  '"^r'/A 
his  looks  and  geftures,  and  began  to  fear  he  had  either  ?^!^/, 
ofended,  or  -  been  in  fome  way  mifreprefented  to  him ; 
when  Caius,  who  eafily  obferved  his  diforder,  broke  th$ 
iecret  to  him  in  words  tb  this  efFe£l: :  **  Your  Jewifli  fub- 
jefts  are  ftrange  creatures,  to  refufe  to  acknowlege  me  for 
a  god,  and  to  provoke  my  refentment  againft  them  :  I  had 
commanded  the  ftatue  of  Jupiter  to  be  fet  up  in  their   Caius'' s  re^ 
temple,  and  they  have,  itfeems,  oppofed  it,  and  raifed  a  p^^f^f^^ 
kind  of  infurreaion."  ^  '     ^  ^""' 

At  thefe  words  Agrippa  fell  into  a  fwoon,    and  was 
carried  off  to  his  own  palace,  where  he  continued  in  that 
condition  till  the  third  day,  when,  having  taken  a  little 
fuftenance,  he  wrote  a  pathetic  letter  to  the  emperor,  in   Agrippa* t 
favour  of  his  countrymen,    declaring  that,  for  his  own  pathetic 
part,  he  (hould  not  outlive  the  profanation  of  the  facred  ^f^^^^  ^^ 
temple,  which  would  undoubtedly  complete  the  ruin  of     ''"* 
the  Jewifli  nation  ®.     Caius  began  to  relent,  when  he  read 
the  letter ;  and   Agrippa,  who  drew  a  good  omen  even   Stratagem 
from  hie  not  anfwering  it,  took  the  liberty  to  invite  him  to  to  obtain 
a  fumptuous^  entertainment,    which   Caius,    who  really  ^^/«''' 

^  Antiq.  lib*  xviii.  cap.  i  x.    Vide  &  Legat.  adCaium. 
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loved  him,  caCly  accepted.  Here  the  Jewifli  king,  having 
warmed  his  gueft  with  wine,  began  to  extol  the  great  ana 
(ignal  favours  Caius  had  heaped  upon  him  \  and,  by  hi» 
encomiums  and  expreflions  of  gratitude,  found  means  to 
get  a  new  promife  of  whatever  he  fliould  alk.  To  this, 
promxfe  Agrippa  anfwered,  **  Since  it  is  your  pleafure  to 
add  this  new  favour  to  all  the  reft,  I  will  beg  for  fuch  an 
one  as  will  at  once  be  an  irrefragable  proof  of  your  good- 
nefs  to  me,  and  draw  a  plenty  of  heavenly  bleffings  upon 
your  own  head  ;  and  this  is,  that  you  fhall  lay  afideyour 
refolution  of  fetting  up  the  ftatue  in  the  temple  of  Jcrufa- 
lem."  This  petition,  which  fliewed  unfeigned  love  for 
his  country  and  religion,  even  at  the  hazard  of  his  life, 
had  fuch  an  effefl:  on  the  emperor,  that  he  wrote  imme- 
diately to  his  governor,  that,  if  his  ftatue  was  not  already 
fet  up,  he  ftiould  defift ;  inafmuch  as  he  had  altered  hi$ 
defign,  out  of  friendftiip  to  Agrippa,  However,  the  levity 
of  his  temper  foon  made  him  repent  of  his  complaifance; 
and  he  defigned  to  have  made  a  fecond  attempt.  At  the 
fame  time  his  refentment  againft  Petronius  being  kindled 
afrefli,  he  fent  him  an  order  to  difpatch  himfelf ;  but 
Caius  was  afTaflinated  time  enough  to  prevent  either  of 
thefe  orders  from  taking  effeft  ^ 

Agrippa,  who  was  ftill  at  Rome,  did  not  a  little  con- 
tribute to  the  fucceiBon  of  Claudius  j  in  confideration  of 
which  exertion,  this  laft  confirmed  to  him  all  Caligula's 
grants,  gave  him  Judaea,  Samaria,  and  the  fouthem  parts 
of  Idumaca,  entered  into  a  folemn  alliance  with  him,  and 
made  feveral  edi£ls  in  favour  of  the  Jews.  At  his  rc^ 
queft,  he  beftowed  the  kingdom  of  Chalcis  on  his  brother 
Herod,  who  was  alfo  his  fon-in-law;  Agrippa  had  the 
honours  of  the  confulfhip,  and  Herod  thofe  of  the  pr«- 
torfhip,  conferred  upon  them  ;  both  were  intitled  to  enter 
into  the  fenate,  and  t(^  pay  their  compliments  to  the  em- 
peror in  Greek,  a  ceremony  which  was  ufually  performed 
m  the  Latin  tongue.  All  thefe  grants  were  engraved  on 
copper,  and  fet  up  in  the  Capitol ;  thus  was  Agrippa 
railed  to  a  great  height  of  glory,  his  territories  extending 
to  the  fartheft  limits  of  the  dominions  poffefled  by  his 
grandfather  Herod  the  Great,  and  his  power  and  credit 
with  the  fenate  exceeding  the  intereft  of  that  monarch, 
even  when  at  the  hieheft  pitch. 

After  the  acceffion  of  Claudius  to  the  empire,,  he  re- 
turned to  his  kingdom,  where  he  (hewed  a  more  extra-r 
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ordinary  attachment  to  the  Jewifli  religion,  than  any  of  his 
predcceflbrs  had  expreffed ;  and  began  with  the  folema 
performance  of  the  vow  of  Nazareat;  after  which  he 
caufed  the  golden  chain,  which  Caius  had  given  him,  to 
be  hung  up  in  one  of  the  jnoft  confpicuous  parts  of  the 
temple,  to  be  a  monument  to  pofterity  of  the  inftability  of 
human  afFairsr  He  depofed  Theophilus  from  the  high-  . 
priefthood,  and  gave  it  to  Simon  Canthara«  the  fon  of 
Boethus.  He  divefted  him  of  it  foon  after,  to  beftow  it 
on  Jonathan,  the  fon  of  Annas,  who  had  already  enjoyed 
it  after  Caiaphas ;  but  Jonathan  modeftly  refufed  it,  tell- 
ing the  king,  that  he  thought  himfelf  fufficiently  honoured 
to  have  once  enjoyed  that  dignity ;  upon  which  it  was  given 
to  his  brother  Matthias  8. 

Agrippa  was  not  only  a  zealous  obferver  of  the  Jewifli  His  cha^ 
religion,  but  likewife  an  excellent  prince,  delighting  in  ra&trm 
afts  of  generofity  and  clemency.     He  had  been  at  an  im- 
menfe,  charge  in  building,  beautifying,  and  fortifying,  a 
new  quarter  on  the  north  fide  of  the  city,  which  he  called 
Bezetha,  or  the  new  city,  and  in  procuring  the  emperor*©       a.  D. 
leave  to  furround  it  with  a  ftrong  wall.     Had  he  obtained        43' 
permiffion,  that  metropolis  would  have  been  rendered  im-  '    '  ■* 

pregnable  \  but  Vivius  Marfus,  who  had  this  year  fucceeded 
Petronius  in  the  government  of  Syria*  reprefented,  in  fiich 
lively  colours,  the  danger  of  the  defign,  which  had  aU 
ready  been,  partly  executed,  that  Claudius  immediately  fent 
him  an  order  to  defift. 

Upon  his  return  to  Jerufalem,  he  depofed  Matthias,  the 
fon  of  Annas,  from  the  high-priefthood,  and  gave  that  dig- 
nity to  Elionseus  the  fon  of  Cithaeus  \  and,  as  he  was  verv 
fond  of  pleafing  the  Jewifli  nation,  he  began  to  perfe- 
cute  the  Chrifl:ians,  who  till  then  feem  to  have  been  very 
quiet  at  Jerufalem  ever  fince  St.  Paul's  converfion.  The  Behads 
firft  who  fell  a  viftim  to  his  popular  zeal,  was  James  fur-  7<»«"  thi 
named  Boanerges,  whom  he  caufed  to  be  beheaded.  The  ^J^'' 
pleafure  which  this  a6lion  gave  the  Jews,  encouraged  him 
to  imprifon  Peter  alfp,  with  a  defign  to  cut  him  off  im- 
mediately after  the  feaft,  which  was  that  of  the  Paffover. 
Peter  was  therefore  ftrongly  guarded,  having  four  qua- 
ternions of  foldiers  at  his  prifon  door,  and  faftened  hands 
and  feet  with  chains  to  his  dungeon  *,  but  the  prayers  which 
were  put  up  for  him  by  all  the  Chriftians  in  and  about 
Jerufalem,    obtained  for  him  a  mirjiculous  deliveraiice.  Peter  m- 

For,  on  the  very  night  before  his  defigned  martyrdom,  an  racuio^jh 

*  d€hv$rid^ 
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angel  awaked  Peter  out  of  a  found  fleep^  freed  him  from  \m 
fettersj  opened  the  prifon-door,  led  him  fafe  through  fome 
of  the  ftreets  of  the  city,  and  left  him  to  feek  for  fome  fafe 
afylum;  which  he  accordingly  found,  after  he  had  ac- 
quainted fome  of  the  brethren  with  his  miraculous  de- 
liverance ^ 

Soon  after  this  difappointment,  Agrippa  returned  to 
Caefarea)  where  he  defigned  to  have  exhibited  public  games 
in  honour  of  Claudius  Caefar^  and  was  attended  thither  by 
a  numerous  train  of  the  moft  coniiderable  perfons,  both 
Jgrippa's    of  his  own,  and  of  the  neighbouring  nations.     He  ap- 
magnificent  peared  early  on  the  fecond  morning  of  the  feftival  at  the 
appear^       public  theatre,  in  a  coftly  fuit  artfully  wrought,  fo  that 
Jarea^         the  fun-beams,  darting  upon  the  filver  ground  of  it,  were 
refle^ied  with  fuch  an  uncommon  luftre,  that  the  people 
beheld  him  with  a  kind  of  divine  refpe<9:.     He  addrefled 
bimfelf  in  an  eleeant  fpeech  to  the  deputies  of  Tyre  and 
Sidon,  who  had  been  fome  time  in  difgrace,  and  were 
now  come  to  beg  his  pardon,  and  the  continuance  of  his 
favour  to  their  refpe^tive  nations.     Here  the  ambafTadors, 
prompted  perhaps  by  fome  of  his  court  fycophants,  gave 
a  great  fliout,  crying  out,  that  it  was  the  voice  of  a  god, 
and  not  of  a  man  ;  and  pradli fed  fome  attitudes  that  fa- 
voured of  adoration.     The  king,  too  fenfilile  of  the  peo- 
ple's praife,  approved,  inftead  of  checking,  their  impious 
flattery;  upon  which   the  angel  of  the  Lord  fmote  him 
with  a  dreadful  difeafe  *,  under  which  having  lingered  five 
A  D.      days,  he  expired  in  all  the  mifery  that  can  be  exprefie4 
^^       x>r  imagined  (C).    He  left  a  fon  of  the  fame  name,  then 
Dreadful     ^^^  feventeen  years  old,  who  had  been  brought   up  at 
deaths       *  Home  \  alfo  three  daughters,  Berenice  married  to  Herod, 
aged  (ixteen,  and  Mariamne  and  DrufiUa,  btpth  young  and 
unmarried,  though  contrafted,  the  former  to  Julius  Ar- 
chelaus,  the  fon  of  Chalcias,  and  the  latter  to  Epipha- 
nes  the  fon  of  Antiochus  king  of  Comagene.     He  died  in 
the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  feventh  of  his 

h  Adls  xii.  per  tot.  i  Ibid.  ver.  «0j  ad  fin.     Antiq.  lib* 

xix.  cap.  7. 

(C)    The   facrcd    hiftorian  that  he  could  not  but  refleft  on 

fays,   that  he    was    eaten  of  the  bafenefs  of  his  flatterers, 

"Worms  (i);  and  Jofephus,  that  who  had   but  lately   compli- 

)ke  was  feized  with  fuch  violent  mented  him  with  a  kind  of  di- 

pains  in  his  heart  and  bowels,  vine  immortality. 

(0  Adlixli.  23. 
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fagn.    Clandius  intended  to  befto>Kr  the  kingdom  on  his 
fon,  according  to  a  former  promife  \   but  was  diffuaded 
from  It  by  his  courtiers^  on  pretence  that  he  was  too 
young  to  be  trufted  with  the  care  of  fuch  a  nation  5  upon 
which  Judaea  became  again  a  province  of  the  empire,  and  Jud^a 
Cufpius  Fadus  was  fent  governor  of  it,  with  this  particu-  ^^^e  a 
lar  order,  that  he  (hquld  a£l  nothing  in  concert  with  Mar-  ^^^/^^f 
fu8 ;  that  he  ifhould  feverely  punifh  the  inhabitants  of  Cae-  ^^^^ 
farea,  and  Sebafte  or  Samaria,  for  the  indignities  they 
had  offered  to  the  memory  of  the  late  king  (D)  •,  and  that 
he  fhould  fend  the  troops  that  were  kept  in  Judaea  away 
into  Pontus.     But  he  was  foon  after  perfuaded  to  let  them 
remain  where  they  were  ;  a  circumftance  which  proved  a 
iburce  of  new  troubles  and  miferies  ^.    It  was  about  this  Afamtm 
time  that  the  famine  foretold  by  Agabus,  a  Chriftianpro-  i»y«<^«» 
phct  ^,  began  to  rage  ;  when  the  new  churches  planted 
at  Antioch,  aiid  other  places,  fent  the  believers  at  Jeru* 
falem  a  liberal  fupply,  by  the  hands  of  Paul  and  Barna«* 
bas ;  whilil  Helen,  queen  of  Adiabene,  is  faid  to  have  re- 
lieved the  Jews,  iind  afterwards  the  Chriffians. 

Fadus,  upon  his  arrival  in  Judsea,  found  it  neceflary  to  Faduiffni 
fapprefs  the  banditti,  who  were  by  that  time  grown  very  i^^  J^* 
cumccous  and  powerful  5   and  alfo  to  quell  an  infurrf  c-  ^^^' 
tioh  which  the  Jews  had  raifed  againft  the  inhabitants 
of  Philadelphia,    the   fame  city  with  Rabbah,    the   caip 
pital  of  the  Ammonites '".     In  the  mean  time  Claudius, 
having  recalled  Marfus  out  of  refpe£):  to  the  late  king,  had 
fent  CaiSus  Longinus  into  that  government,  who  came 
immediately  to  Jerufalem,  and  infixed  upon  having  the 
pontifical  vefhnents  put  into  hie  pofleflion,  in  order  to  be 
kept,  aa  formerly,  in  the  fortrefs  of  Antonia.     The  Jews,      A.  D. 
furprifed  at  this  new  demand,  begged  leave  that  they        45* 
might  fend  a  deputation  to  the  emperor;  but  did  not  ob-   ' 
tain  it  from  that  governor,  till  fome  of  the  heads  of  the 
nation  had  put  their  ibas  as  hoftages  into  his  hands*    The 

fc  Antiq.  ubi  fitpra*  ^  AAs  xi.  179  ad  fin.  ■>  Antiq. 

)ih.  XX.  cap.  i,£c  tp  ^ 

(D)  Theib  raoft  ungrateful  daughters  from  the  theatres, 
wretches,  not  content  with  and  ojher  public  places,  and 
making  the  greateft  rejoicings  carried  them  into  their  public 
at  Agrippa*8  death,  and  black-  fiews ;  where  they  proftituted 
cning  his  memory  with  the  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  is 
vileft  outrages,*  had  pulled  unfit  tg  be  mentioned  (2). 
<k>vi'a  the  itatues  of  his  three 
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ambafladcrs  applying  to  Claudius,  and' feconded  by  tticr 
young  Agrippa,  obtained  a  grant,  that  tbofe  facred  robes 
(hould  be  kept  in  pofTefllon  of  the  high^prieft,  in  the 
fnanner  Vitelli^s  had  granted  it  fix  years  before.  At  the 
fame  time  Herqd,  king  of  Chalcis,  obtained  of  that  em- 
peror the  fuperintendency  of  both  the  temple  and  facred 
treafury ;  together  with  the  authority  of  naming  whom  he 
would  to  the  pontifical  dignity ;  in  purfuance  of  which 
power,  he  depofed  C^i^tharas,  and  raifed  Jofeph,  the  fon 
of  Gapc)ij|  to  the  high-priefthood.  After  Herod's  death, 
young  Agrippa  obtained  the  fame  grant  for  himfelf,  and 
enjoyed  it  till  the  time  of  the  Jewifli  war  °. 

During  Fadus's  government  there  ardfe  an  impoftor, 
named  Theudas(E),  who  drew  great  numbers  of  the  de-r 
iuded  Jews  after  him,  bidding  them  follow  him  beyond 
Jordan,  and  promifing  that  he  would  divide  the  waters  of 
that  river,  as  Jofhua  had  done,' by  his  fingle  word.  Cut 
plus  feat  fome  troops  of  horfe  and  foot  againft  him  and 
his  followers,  killed  fome  of  them,  took  others  prifoners, 
and,  amongft  them,  Theudas  himfelf,  whom  he  caufed  to 
be  beheaded,  and  his  head  was  brought  to  Jerufalem. 
This,  according  to  Jofcphus,  is  the  moft  remarkable  in- 
cident that  happened  during  Fadus's  government :  he  was 
foon  after  fuc^eeded  by  Tibejrius  Alexander,  an  apoftate 
Jew  of  facerdotal  race,  and  nephew  to  the  famous  Philo, 
often  mentioned  in  this  work  °.  One  of  his  firft  exploits 
was  the  crucifying  James  and  Simon,  the  fons  of  Judas, 
fumamed  GalilaeuS,  bead  of  the  Gaulonitifh  fed.  About 
the  fame  time  Herod,  king  of  Chalcis,  having  depofed  Jo- 
feph, the  fon  of  Cami,  gave  the  high-priefthood  to  Ana^ 
nias,  the  fon  of  Zebeaey$,  and  died  foon  after,  in  the 
eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  Claudius.  That  emperor  gave 
his  kingdop  to  young  Agrippa,  in  prejudice  of  Arifto- 
bulus,  the  fldeft  fon  of  the  deceafed. 

yentidju§  Cumanus  fucceeded  Alexander  in  the.govcm- 
ment  of  Judaea  j  and  it  was  in  his  time  that  thofe  troubles 
began,  which  ended  in  the  ruin  of  the  *  Jewifti  nation. 
The  great  concourfe  of  people,  which  their  feftivals 
brought  to  Jerufaleni,  obliged  the  Ro9iai;is  at  fiich  times 
to  keep  ^  guard  before  the  gates  of  the  templcj^  to  pre- 

■  ,        >       •      < 

a  Antiq.  lib.  x:i^.  cap.  i,  A(  s»         «.  Bel.  Jud.  lib.  i^.  cap.  ii. 

(£)  We  muft  take  care  not  tioned  by  St.  Luke,  and  faid 
to  confound  this  Tbeudas  of  to  have  appeared  jufl  after  the 
Jofephus  with  anvther  i^ien-    death  9f  If crod  the  Great. 
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tent  tumults.    It  was  now  the  Paffover ,  when  one  ef  the  j^^^  ^^^ 
Roman  foldiers  upon  duty  had  the  impudence  to  expofe  fulttd  hy  a 
his  nudity  td  open  fight :  this  indignity  raifcd  the  refenU  Roman  foU 
mcnt  of  the  Jews  to  fuch  a  height,  that  they  coknplained  ^^* 
of  it  to  Cumanus,  and  in  an  infoient  manner  told  him^ 
that  the  affront  was  offered  by  his  order,  not  only  to  the 
nation,  but  to  God.     He  tried  at  firft  to  appeafe  them  by 
fair  means,  but  finding  them  grow  tumultuous,  he  or- 
dered his  troops  to  affemble  at  the  place.    At  fight  of      a*  IX 
thefe,  the  multitude  fled  in  the  greateft  fright  and  confo-        48, 
fibh,  infomuch  that  upwards  of  ten  thoufand  were  ftifled  ■■» 

to  death  in  their  flight,  by  running  over  one  another  in 
the  narrow  paffages  that  led  to   and  from  the  temple. 
Soon  after  this   difafter,  another  happened  in  Samaria, 
where  fomc  Galilaean  Jews,  going  to  one  of  the  feafts, 
were  infulted,  and  one  of  them  killed,  and  the  reft  went 
io  complain  to  Cumanus  againft  the  Samaritans ;  but  he 
refufing  to  do  them  jufticc,  the  complaint  was  brought 
before  Quadratus,  governor  of  Syria,  who  fent  both  par- 
ties to  Rome,  and  Cumanus  with  them,  to  anfwer  for 
themfelves  (F).     The  Samaritans  were  found  guilty,  and  SamaH^ 
condemned  to  die;  Cumanus  was  fent  into  banifhment,  and  tans  fe- 
Celer,  one  of  his  tribunes,  who  had  been  involved  in  the  '^f^<d'/«- 
fame  guilt,  condemned  to  be  dragged  through  the  ftreets  •^^^ 
of  Jerufalem,  and  then  put  to  death  p. 

in  the  following  year,  Claudius  Felix,  brother  of  Pallas,       A.  0. 
the  emperor's  chief  favourite,  being  then  in  Judsea^  fuc-         54- 
ceeded  Cumanus  in  the  government  of  it,  under  whom  — — -^ 
the  Jewifli  aflSairs  became  more  and  more  defperate.    The 
land  fwarmed  with  robbers  and  banditti,  falfe  prophets, 
and  pretended  miracle-mongers,  who  were  ftill  blowing 
the  coals  of  difcontent  and  fedition ;  fo  that  there  paffed 
fcarce  a  day  in  which  there  was  not  fome  dreadful  execu- 
tion, made  upon  fome  of  thbfe  mifcreants  <•    To  thefe 


P  Antiq.  lib.  xx*  cap.  4,  &  5. 
c9Jp.  1%. 
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(FJ  They  were  all  fent  in 
chains  thither,  though  they 
were  the  heads  of  each  of  the 
contending  nations.  Thofe  a- 
mong  the  Jews  were  Annas  and 

Jonathan,  who  had  been  both 
igh-priefts,  Ananias  the  pre- 
fent  pontiff,  and  his  fon  the  cap* 
tain  of  the  temple,  or  rather 


chief  of  the  Lcvites,  who  were 
the  keepers  of  it,  with  fome 
others.  Thofe  of  the  Sama« 
ritans  were  likewife  confider- 
able  perfons,  and  thefe  joined 
intered  with  Cumanus ;  but 
the  credit  of  young  Agrippa  at 
the  Roman  court  eafily  turned 
the  fcales  in  favour  of  the  Jews* 

we 


%t2 


The  Hijiary  of  the  Jewu 


filtx's 
nnle  cha* 


^heficarii    wc  may  join  the  ficariii  or  aflaflins  (G)}  w}i6  committee}  the 

€^m^}t        moft  horrid  murders  and  butcherieSi  tinder  tx>vert  and  pr&* 

}m¥td  cru'  ^ucc  of  zeal  for  their  religion  and  liberties.     Among  the 

V/r'      ^    falfe  prophets,  and  pretended  faviours,  by  whom  that  in- 

Jhtf^  Mej'  fjj^yg^g^  nation  was  feduced,  was  one  who  came  from 

£gypt3  and  had  drawn  about  thirty  thouiand  men  after 

him,    by   the   large   promifes   he   made  to   them  of  a 

Ipeedy  deliverance.    He  and Jiis  followers  were,  however, 

foon  difperfed  by  the  Koman  troops ;  but  one  was  no 

fooner  filenced,  than  there  ftarted  up  another,  fi>  that  the 

moft  violent  remedies  rather  inflamed  than  afiuaged  theit 

feditious  difeafe.     Felix  did  not  exert  his  cruelties  on  the 

rebellious  alone,  but  on  all  others  indifcriminateiy,  whom 

his  avarice  or  refentment  marked  out  for  deftrufHon. 

This  barbarity  obliged  the  good  old  priefl  Jonathan,  who 

had  been  moft  inftrumental  in  procuring  him  the  govenw 

ment,  to  expoftulate  often  .with  him,  and  to  complain  of 

his  ill  condu£):.     Felix  at  length,  unable  to  bear  his  juft 

cenfures,  hired  one  Doras,  a  perfbn  in  whom  Jonathan 

Caufes  J9^  put  great  con£dence>  to  afiafiinate  him  ;  and  the  fad  was 

uatfian  to    perpetrated  accordingly*    This  murder  paf&ng  unpuniibed, 

^^'^'^rdgr-  proved  the}  fource  of  ah  infinite  number  of  other  aSa&^ 

nations,  which  were  committed  every  where,  the  temple 

not  excepted :  the  Jewifh  chiefs,  and  even  the  pontiffs, 

made  no  fcruple  to  hire  aflafEns,  to  rid  themfelves  of  their 

enemies. 

.  DrufilUi  Agrippa's  daughter,  had  been  contradied  to 
Epiphanes  \  but  he  refufing  the  circumcifion,  her  brother 
g^ve  her  to  Azizus,  king  of  Emefa^  who  confented  to 
that  ceremony  out  of  love  to  her,  fhc  being  t)ne  of  the 
fineft  womjpn  of   that  age.    But,  as  her  virtue  was  for 


(G)  Thefewere  another  fort 
of  robbers,  who  came  and  mix- 
ed themfelves  among  th^  crouds 
and  aiTemblies,  with  il^ort  dag-, 
gers  under  their  cloaks,  and 
Itabbed  all  that  came  near  them 
in  open  day.  and  then  were  the 
firil  to  cry  out  murder  !  They 
not  only,  by  this  vile  method, 
rid  themfelves  of  their  enemiesi 
but  would  hire  themfelves  to 
murder  any  others  for  a  fmall 
funi.  So  that  it  became  ex* 
tremely  dangerous  to  go  into 
any  places  ot  public  refyrt. 


They  are  fuppofed  to  have 
originated  from  the  Gaulon«< 
itiih  fadion,  which  began  near 
fifty  years  be  fore?  and,  infpite 
of  all  the  feverities  which  the 
Romans^ made  them  feel,  ftill 
kept  up  their  fediiiotis  fpirit, 
ai>d  d-aily  increafed  in  number. 
They  were  afterwards  better 
known  by  the  name  of  Zealots, 
and  under-  that  fpecious  title 
committed  foch  unlieard-of 
crimes,  as  hailened  the  total 
ruin  of  their  city  and  nation. 

m 
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enough  below  her  beauty,  Felix,  who  was.  become  ena« 

moured  of  her,  eafily  perfuaded  her  to  forfake  her  huf- 

band,  and  to  be  married  to  him,  though  a  pagan,  and  one  Marries 

of  the  worft  of  that  kind  ^  (H).     He  was  himfelf,  perhaps,   DrufilUu 

made  more  fenfible  of  it  than  ever,  when  the  apoftle  St*      A.  D. 

Paul  was  brought  before  him,  and  uttered  that  difcourfe         ^o, 

on  juitice,  temperance,  or  chaftity,  and  a  judgment  to   " — T    T^ 

come  5  which  threw  him  into  fuch  a  fit  of  remorfe  and   J*    htbt^ 

trembling,  as  made  him  cry  out,  **  It  is  enough :  go  thy  fon  him. 

ways  for  this  time  \  and,  when  I  am  more  at  leifure,  I 

I  will  fend  for  thee  *."    Felix  afterwards  fent  for  him  more 

than  once  \  but  it  was  rather  in  hopes  of  a  bribe  from    ' 

him,  than  a  defire  of  being  made  better  acquainted  with 

thofe  important  truths,  which  he  had  heard  ;  fo  that,  after 

near  two  years,  finding  himfelf  difappointed,  and  ready  to 

be  recalled  from  his  government,  he  chofe  to  leave  his 

prifoner  in  bonds,  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  exafpe- 

fated  Jews  ^ 

He  was  accordingly  fucceeded  by  Fortius  Feftus,  who      a.  D. 

ypon  his  coming  found  the  nation  in  the  moil  diftrefled         6z. 

fituation  ;  and,  which  was  ftill  worfe,  the  very  priefthood  ■ 

bad  begun  a  civil  war  among  themfelves  ever  fince  the  laft  ^^^V I^f.^ 

year  of  Felix's  government,  the  occafion  of  which  feems  ^'^      '"^* 

to  have  been  the  frequent  depofitions  of  the  pontiffs,  and 

their  pretenfions  to. a  greater  (hare  of  the  tythes  than  the 

inferior  priefts  could  afford.     Agrippa  had  the  year  before  a  civil 

depofed  Ananias,  and  put  Iflimael  in  his  room :  there  war  a- 

were  ftill  feveral  more  fuch  difcarded  pontiffs  alive,  who  ^°^S  ^^ 

prieftu 

r  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  ii.  cap.  is,  &  feq.  •  Afls  xxiv.  paiT.  ic 

Antiq«  ubi  fupra,  cap.  7.  t  Adlsubi  fupra^ad  fin. 


(H)  Her  two  fitters  did  not 
prove  much  more  virtuous  than 
Ihe,  Berenice  the  eldeft,  and 
formerly  married  to  her  uncle 
Herod  king  of  Chalcis,  being 
become  a  widow,  was  fhrewdly 
fufpe6ted  of  holding  an  inceft- 
uous  intercourfe  with  her  bro-« 
ther  Agrippa.  To  fupprcfs 
that  fufpicion,  Ihc  married  Po- 
lemon  king  of  Pontus,  and  of 
part  of  Cilicia ;  but  flie  foon 
after  broke  off  with  him,  and, 
by  her  loofe  behaviour,  con- 
firmed the  reports  that  had  been 
fpread  concerning  her  unlawful 


intrigues.  Herhulband,  onthe 
other  hand,  who  had  embraced 
Judaifm  on  her  account,  was  no 
ibouer  forfaken  by  her,  than  he 
returned  to  his  paganifm. 

Mariamne  the  youngett  had 
been  married  early  to  Arche- 
laus,  the  fon  ofChelciaa  orEl- 
chias,  probably  of  the  Hero* 
dian  family;  but  ilie  likewife 
forfook  him  to  marry  one  De- 
metrius, an  Alexandrian  Jew, 
one  of  the  richeft  and  mod  con- 
fiderable  of  that  city,  who  wat 
then  their  atabarca  or  chief- 
all 
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all  pretended  to  have  the  fame  income  of  the  tythcsj  which 
they  enjoyed  with  that  dignity.  The  rancour  rofe  at 
length  to  fuch  a  height,  that  each  party  ufed  to  be  ac- 
companied with  a  troop  of  the  ficarii,  and,  upon  every 
rencounter,  attacked  each  other,  killing  all  that  oppofed 
them,  filling  both  city  and  country,  and  fometimes  even 
the  very  temple,  with  blood.  Feftus  was  therefore 
forced  to  begin  his  government  with  the  greateft  feverity, 
in  order  to  fupprefs  thefe  diforders.  The  fevere  examples 
he  made  of  their  leaders,  impoftors,  and  of  the  moft  mu- 
tinous of  ihe  rebels,  was  what  took  up  the  greateft  part  of 
his  time  and  labour  during  his  ftiort  government. 

Three  days  after  his  arrival  in  Judaea,  he  went  to  Jera- 
falem,  where  Ananias,  the  late  high-prieft,  and  the  reft 
of  the  Jewiih  chiefs,  came  to  demand  juftice  againft  Paul, 
who  was  ftill  kept  prifoner  at  Csefarea.  As  foon,  there- 
fore, as  he  was  returned  thither,  he  caufed  him  to  be 
brought  before  him ;  and  after  a  full  hearing  of  both  fides^ 
efpecially  of  the  prifoner's  defence,  pronounced  him  in- 
nocent of  any  capital  crime.  But  his  enemies  ftill  infift-* 
ing  that  he  was  worthy  of  death,  and  Feftus  being  willing 
to  oblige  them  with  a  fecond  trial  at  Jerufalem,  Paul  took 
bold  of  the  privileges  which  the  law  gave  him,  to  appeal 
to  Csefarj  and  thus  prevented  the  effeftsof  their  farther 
malice.  Agrippa,,and  his  fitter  Berenice,  being  come  to 
Caefarea  to  compliment  the  new  governor,  and  having  ex- 
prefied  a  defire  of  feeing  this  celebrated  prifoner,  Feftus, 
who  knew  that  prince  to  be  thoroughly  verfed  in  the 
Jewifh  laws  and  cuftoms,  readily  agreed  to  have  him 
brought  once  more  to  the  bar.  Here  Paul,  being  per- 
mitted to  fpeak  for  himfelf,  made  fuch  a  defence,  that 
Feftus  acquitted  him  of  every  fault,  except  that  of  having 
turned  his  brain  with  too  much  learning.  Agrippa,  how- 
ever, owned  himfelf  almoft  convinced  by  what  he  faid; 
and,  after  feme  private  conference  with  the  governor,  it 
was  declared,  that  he  might  have  been  releaffed,  if  he  bad 
not  appealed  to  Caefar  ". 

In  the  mean  time  Agrippa,  who  came  often  to  Jerufa- 
lem, and  had  a  lodging  near  the  temple,  of  which  he 
had  the  fuperintendency  after  his  uncle  Herod,  formed  a 
defign  of  building  a  palace  there,  of  fuch  a  height,  that 
he  could  overfee  all  that  was. done  in  the  innermoft  court; 
of  the  temple.  The  Jews  were  the  more  difpleafed  at 
this  intrufiouj  becaufe  Feftus  and  the  Romans  frequently 
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tame  an4  viewed  their  fervice  from  this  new  building  ; 
for  which  reafon  they  raifed  a  partition-wall  high  enough 
to  cover  that  facred  place,  which  the  king  and  governor 
taking  as  an  affront,  ordered  it  to  be  pulled  dpwn.     The 
Jews,  after  much  oppoGtion,  obtained  leave  at  length  to 
fend  deputies  to  Rome  ;  and  thefe,  by  the  interceflion  of  ' 
Poppaea,  obtained  a  grant  from  the  emperor  for  keeping 
up  the  wall.     Iflimael,  the  then  high-prieft,  being  at  the  m^aeldiM 
head  of  this  embafly,  was,  for  his  laudable  zeal,  depofed  pof^j^ 
by  Agrippa,  who  bellowed  that  dignity  on  Jofeph,  fur- 
named  Cabbis,  the  fon  of  the  late  pontin  Cantharas.     Jo- 
feph us  adds,  that  Poppsea  detained  Ifhnlaei  and  Chelcias 
as  hoftages  at  Rome  '• 

Feftus  dying  towards  the  latter  end  of  this  year,  Nero  juhinus 
nominated  Albinus  to  fucceed  him  ;  in  the  mean  time,  fucceeds 
Agrippa  having  given  the  high-priefthood  from  Cabbis  to  Fefiia  im 
Ananus,  a  proud  Sadducee,  this  laft  took  that  interval  7*<^«- 
before  the  arrival  of  the  new  praetor  to  call  a  council,  and  %wjf^'^ 
to  have  James  the  apoftle  and  bifbop  of  Jerufalem,  and  jtruJaUw^ 
fome   other  Chriftians,   condemned  and   put  to   death,  martyrtd. , 
Upon  the  governor's  arrival  at  Alexandria,  complaint  was 
made  to  him   of  this  prefumptuous  and  unlawfi^l  ftep. 
Albinus  refented  it,   and   fent  the  new  pontiflF  a. very 
threatening  letter.     Agrippa,  who  feared  the  confequence 
of  his  anger,  took  care  to  depofe  him,  ^nd  to  put  in  his 
room  Jefus,  the  fon  of  Damneus.    Judaea  gained  nothing 
by  the  change  of  either  governor  or  pontiff.     As  for  the 
former,  he  was   more  cruel  and  rapacious  than  either 
Felix  or  Feftus  \  and  yet  he  was  ftill,  in  one  refpeft,  better 
than  his  fucceffor,  in  that  he  endeavoiired,  at  leaft,  either 
to  hide  or  to  colour  his  ill  actions  by  fome  pretext  or 
other. 

His  i&rft  care  was  to  fupprefs  the  ficarii,  robbers,  and  AShmu$ 
banditti,  which  were  now  grown  more  numerous,  and  fi^ppreffes]- 
bolder  than  ever.    He  puniftied  with  the  utmoft  feverity  '^A^''"- 
as  many  as  fell  into  his  hands,  and  the  reft  became  more 
defperate.    They  ventured  one  night,  during  one  of  their 
fcafts,  to  enter  the  city,  and  carry  off  Eleazar,  the  fon  of 
Ananias,  the  late  hign-prieft,  who  was  fecretary  of  the 
temple,  and  to  fend  his  father  word,  that  they  would  not 
releafe  him,  till  he  had  procured  the  enlargement  often 
of  their  affociates,  whom  Albinus  kept  in  prifon.     Ana-  ji^anias^s 
pias,  who  was  verv  opulent,  bribed  the  rapacious  gover-  m  timed 
nor  to  confent  to  this  exchange  ^  but  his  compliance  was  compiai* 

X  Antiq.  ttbi  fupra^  cap.  7,  ad  fin* 
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attended  ^vith  very  bad  confeqaences ;  for  he  tras  forced 
ftill  to  redeem  fome  near  relation  at  the  fame  price,  as 
often  as  any  of  the  banditti  fell  into  the  governor's  hands^. 

Agrippa  having  given  the  high-priefthood  front  Jefus, 
the  fon  of  Damneus,  to  Jefus  the  fon  of  Gamaliel,  thofe 
two  pontiffs  provided  each  of  them  a  ftrong  efcort  o£ 
armed  men,  and  committed  the  vileft  outrages ;  not  only 
againft  each  other,  but  againd  the  inferior  fort,  who  were 
often  plundered  of  all  they  had,  and  reduced  to  the  loweft 
mifery. 

About  this  time  the  temple  being  quite  finifhed,  and 
eighteen  thoufand  workmen  at  once  difcharged,  a  pro- 
pofal  was  made  to  employ  them  in  taking  down  an  old 
ftatcly  gallery  of  the  temple  which  was  in  danger  of  fall- 
ing, and  rebuilding  it  anew  5  but  that  prince,  confidering 
the  expenfivenefs  and  length  of  the  work,  abfolutely  re- 
fufed  it,  and  told  the  Jewilh  chiefs  that  they  might  em- 
ploy thofe  hands  in  paving  the  city  with  white  ftones ;  but 
that  propofal  not  being  agreed  to,  the  greateft  part  joined 
themfelves  with  the  banditti,  for  fiear  of  ftarving.  Albi- 
nus,  after  a  two  years  government,  was  recalled  by  Nero, 
and  fucceeded  by  Geilius  Florus,  the  laft  and  worft  go- 
vernor that  ever  Judaea  had  *.  His  rapines,  cruelties,  and 
connivance  at  the  praftices  of  the  banditti,  were  fo  open 
and  barefaced,  that  he  was  looked  upon  by  the  Jews 
more  as  a  bloody  executioner  fent  to  butcher,  than  as  a 
magiftrate  to  govern  their  nation.  His  defign  was  to  pro- 
voke them  to  fuch  open  rebellion,  as  might  either  give 
him  the  brutiih  pleafure  of  feeing  them  deftroy  each  other, 
or  prevent  his  oppreflions,  murders,  and  other  mifdeeds, 
from  being  enquired  into.  He  fucceeded  but  too  well  in 
it ;  and  a  war  was  kindled  accordingly,  through  his  means, 
which  ended  not  but  with  the  total  ruin  of  the  Jewifti  na- 
tion. This  great  event  is  fo  very  well  known,  that  we 
{hall  not  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  particulars,  which  would 
be  inconfiflent  with  the  nature  of  this  work(I}. 

Judasa 


T  Antiq.  cap.  S. 


s  Ibi4*  cap.  9*    Bell*  Jud.  ubi  fapra. 


(I)  About  four  years  before 
this  war  broke  out,  and  about 
{even  before  the  fiege  of  Jeru- 
fnlem,  whilft  the  Jews  flill  en- 
joyed fome  kind  of  peace,  a 
country  fellow,  named  Jefus, 
came  to  the  fesiit  of  tabernacles. 


and  cried  without  cea{iDg ; 
**  Wo  to  the  city !  Wp  to  the 
temple !  A  voice  from  the  four 
corners,  a  voice  againil  Jeru- 
falem,  a  voice  ag^nll  the  na- 
tion !  &c/'  in  this  lamentable 
ilraixi  he*  ran  through  all  the 

ftreeu 
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Judaea  being  thus  diftraSed  within  and  withont,  and 
gvoaning  more  than  ever  under  a  tyrant,  who  openly  pro- 
moted thofe  Hkifqhiefs  he  ihould  have  remedied ;  great 
numbers  of  Jews  forfook  it  to  feek  an  afylum  among  fo- 
neign  narions,  whilft  thofe  that  (laid  behind  applied  them- 
felvcs  to  Ccfl^us  Gallus,  governor  of  Syria,  who  was  at 
Jierufalem  at  the  PaflTover,  befeeching  him  to  pity  thcif 
wretched  ftate,  and  free  them  from  the  tyranny  of  a  man, 
who  had  totally  ruined  their  country.     Florus,  who  was. 
prefent  when  thefe  complaints  were  preferred  againft  him, 
made  a  mere  jeft  of  them ;  and  Ceftius,  inftead  of  making, 
a  ftri£l  enquiry  into  his  conduft,  difmifled  them  with  a 
bare  prpmife,  that  Florus  fliould  behave  better  for  the  fu- 
ture.    Meanwhile,  he  gave  diredions  for  computing  the  SumherBf 
number  of  Jews  that  were  at  Jerufalem,  by  that  of  the  theptopU. 
lambs  offered  at  the  feftival,  in  order  to  fend  an  account 
of  it  to  Nero;  and  by, that  computation  the  whole  was 
found  to  amount  to  two  millions  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
fix  thoufand.     Jofephus  thinks  they  rather  amounted  to 
three,  millions  \ 

Soon  afier  this  tranfaflion,  the  conteft  between  the      A.  D. 
Jews  arid  Syrians  about  the  city  of  Caefarea,  which  had        67* 
been  kept  in  fufpenfe  ever  Cnce  the  time  of  Felix  (K),  -.   ■ 

being  at  length  decided  in  favour  of  the  Syrians,  the  de-  •^•*»*^ 

a  Bell.  }ud.  lib.  ii«  cap.  13,  &alib. 

Areets  of  the  city  night  and  farca  belonged  to  them,   be-- 
day ;  and  oa  the  fabbaths,  and  caufe  it  had  been  built  by  He- 
other  feflivals,   was  heard  to  rod ;  and  the  Syrians  pretend-  • 
fpeak  thofe  words  louder,  and  ed,  that  it  had  been  alwaysef-' 
in  a  more  difmal  tone.  Neither  teemed  a  Greek  city,  fince  evea 
threats,    nor  the   moft  fevere  that  monarch  had  reared  tem- 
puniftments  could  make  him  pies   and  flatues  in  it;    grew 
defift,  orutter  agroanorcom-  to  fuch  an  height,  that  both 
plaint^  or  any  other  words  than  parties  came  at  laft  to  blows, 
thofe  dreadful  woes,  tillhefaw  and  took  up  arms  againft  each 
bis  predidions  begin  to  be  fuU  other.     Felix,  at  length,  fent 
filled  by  the  ficge  of  the  city,  fome  chiefs  of  each  nation  to- 
when  he<:ded  out  in- a  more*  Rome  to  plead  their  caufe  be- 
ihrill  accent,  "  Wo  alfi)  to  my-  fore   the  emperor,    where  it 
felf  !**  and  was  in  that  inilani  hung  in  fufpenfe  till  this  time, 
killed  by  a  flone  thrown  by  the  when  Nero  decided  it  in  fuch  a 
befiegers  (t),  manner  as  caufed  thi»  infur<« 

fK)  This  conteft,  in  which  re6Hon. 
the  Jews  maintained,  that  Cte- 

(i)  Jofeph.  BelU  Jud,  lib.  vii.  cap.  ia« 

crec 
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cree  was  no  fooner  brought  to  Judaea^  but,  as  if  it  Had 

been  agreed,  that  this  fhould  be  the  fignal  for  a  revpk^ 

the  Jews  every  where  refolved  to  take  up  arms }  and  tkus 

began  the  war  in  the  fecond  year  of  Florus's  government, 

in  the  twelfth  of  Nero's  reign,  the  feventeenth  of  that  of 

Agrippa,  and  the  Gxty-ninth  of  Chrift  **.     Agrippai  who 

was  in  Jerufalem  at  the  beginning  of  this  revolt,  ftrove  in 

vain  to  aifuage  the  fury  of  the  people  by  a  long  and  ela« 

borate  fpeech,  as  well  as  by  other  proper  means ;  they 

liftened  to  him,  till  he  came  to  infift  on  their  fubmitting 

to  Florus,  until  a  new  governor  could  be  obtained  from 

Jtgri^a       Rome.     This  propofal  exafperated  them  to  fuch  a  degree, 

infuUed  ly"  that  they  began  to  pelt  him  with  ftones,  and  forced  him 

tkijiws,    jQ  leave   the  city,  which  was  immediately  in  a   flame. 

Florus  beheld  all  this  confufion  without  lending,  the  leaft 

help  to  quell  the  fedition,  though  earneftly  entreated  by 

the  Jewifli  heads.     Agrippa  fent  them  indeed  three  thou- 

fand  men ;  but  what  could  they  now  do  againft  fuch  an 

enraged  multitude  as  were  then  up  in  arms  ?  The  evil 

foon  fpread  all  over  the  kingdom ;  and  though  the  Jews 

were  every  where  the  fuflTerers,  yet  did  not  their  defperate 

rage  abate  in  the  leaft.    Nothing  was  now  to  be  feen  but 

robberies,  murders,  and  all  manner  of  cruelty  and  car- 

Jfws  tif'  nage.    The  Jews,  on  their  part,  fpared  neither  Syrians 

riHy  ferft-  nor  Romans,  but  retaliated  their  cruelties  wherever  they 

€ut4d.         prevailed.    The  Caefareans  fell  fuddenly  on  the  Jews  of 

^^kt  I     ^^^^^  ^^^y*  ^^^  maflfacred  twenty  thoufand  of  them ;  two 

madi  of      thoufand  were  murdered  at  Ptolemals,  and  fifty  thoufand 

them  in       are  faid  to  have  been  flaughtered  at  Alexandria.     At  Je« 

9ther  rufalem,  Florus  caufed  his  troops  one  day  to  plunder  the 

ff^^J^*         high  market,  and  to  kill  all  they  met ;  and  they  mur- 

VufJet^^'  d^^^^  accordingly  three  thoufand  five  hundred  perfons, 

men,  women,,  and  children.     Among  rfiofe  whom  they 

brought  prifoners  to  him  were  fome  men  of  quality,  who 

had  been  even  honoured  with  the  Roman  knighthood ; 

yet  this  dignitv  did  not  fave  them  from  his  cruelty;  on 

the  contrary,  he  caufed  them '  to  be  fcourged  before  bis 

tribunal,  and  then  crucified  ^.    . 

Birtnici  Berenice,  who  had  ftaid  at  Jerufalem  after  her  brother,. 

inurcedts     fpared  neither  prayers,  meflages,  nor  vifits,  to  mollify  the 

%^uTs       ^"^^^^  praetor,  till  at  length  (he  was  likely  to  have  loft 

hruiifknejs   '^^^  ^^^^^  and  with  great  difficulty  reached  her  palace  before 

u  kir.        ihe  was  overtaken  by  his  inftruments  of  barbarity.     Yet, 

^  Conf.  Antiq.  lib,  xx.  cap.  ult.'  &  Bell.  Jud.  lib,  ii.  cap.  I4- 

Ibid. 

not 
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.hotdifcouraged  by  this  attempt,  flie  went  barefoot  to  hint 
thd  very  next  day,  threw  herfelf  at  the  foot  of  his  tri* 
buna],  and,  ih  the  mod  fubmiflive  terms,  entreated  him  to 
put  a  flop  to  the  fliedding  of  fo  much  blood.  The  brutal 
tyrant  did  not  fo  much  as  vouchfafe  her  the  leaft  token  of 
common  refped,  fo  that  flie  rjui  a  fecond  rifle  of  being 
torn  in  pieces  before  jflie.  could  get  home**.  In  his  letters 
to  Ceftus  he  threw  all  the  fault  on  the  Jews,  who  it  muft 
be  owned,  were  a  pprverfe  and  incorrigible  generation,  in- 
fomuch  that  Geftus  knew  not  well  whether  to  believe  the 
governor  or  his  accufers,  at  the  head  of  which  laft  were 
Agrippa  and  Berenice. 

In  the  mean  time  a  great  number  of  aflaiCns  having  TheZeeihts 
jbined  the  rebels,  drove  the  Romans  out  of  the  fortrefles  ^^^'*  '^^ 
of  Maffada,  Antonia,  and  the  towers  of  Phafael,  Mari-  ^^««»^- 
amne,  and  others.    Then  they  fet  fire  to  the  palaces  of  put  all  t^ 
Agrippa,  Berenice,  the  high'-prieft  Ananias,  and  his  bro-  fire  and 
ther  Ezechias  \  and  thefe  two  laft,  who  had  hid  them-  /wor^. 
felvcs  from  their  fury,  being  difcovered,  were  murdered 
without  mercy.     Menahem,  orie  of  the  fona  of  the  late  choofe 
Judas,  chief  of  the  Gaulonites,  had  put  himfelf  at  the  Meuahtm 
head  of  the  ficarii,  who  now  called  themfelves  Zealots ;  ^A«>  ^hitf^ 
and,  being  come  to  Jerufalem,  was  chofen  chief  of  the 
infurgents ;  but  was  foon  after  m^fiacred  by  them,  with 
a  great  number  of- his  men.    His  nephew  Eleazar  fuc-  Suecetded 
ceeded   him  as  chief  of  the  Zealots,  and  befieged  the  byBUazar^ 
Romans  fo  clofe  in  the^r  caftle,  that  they  at  length  capi- 
tulated, on  condition  of  being  allowed  to  retire  with  their 
lives;    but,   notwithftanding  this  agreement,    he  caufed 
them  all  to  be  mafiacted  on  the  fpot,  though  it  was  on  the 
fabbath  *.    This  treachery  was  retaliated  on  the  Jews  of  SeythopoH-  ^ 
•^Scythopolis,  of  Bethfhean,  who  had  offered  the  Greeks  of  '««'  ^^f^t^ 
that  city  to  ftand  by  them  againft  their  brethren,  who  were  ^^Jl^^^*^* 
befieging  them.     But  their  fincerity  being  fufpefled,  they 
retired  into  a  neighbouring  wood,  where  they  were  mat- 
facred  in  the  night,  to  the  number  of  thirteen  thoufand* 
The  truth  is,  there  was  no  trufting  profeflions  on  eitjier 
fide  ;  and  the  whole  nation  was  involved  in  anarchy. 

By  this  time  the  revolted  Jews  had  carried  their  con-, 
quells  beyond  Jordan,  and  had  taken  the  fortrefles  of  Ma- 
chaeron  and  Cyprus ;  which  laft  they  rafed  to  the  ground, 
after  having  put  all  the  Romans  to  the  fword ;  fo  that 
Ceftius  Gallus,  who  had  hitherto  ftood  aloof  an  idle  fpec- 

4  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  iif  cap.  15.  « Ibid.  cap.  179  iS>  19. 
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tator  of  all  thefc  devaftations,  began  to  think  It  high  tinw 
to  take  more  vigorous  mcafures-  He  marched  into  Ju- 
daea with  a  powerful  army,  burned  all  the  towns  and  vil- 
lages in  his  way,  mafiacred  all  the  Jews  he  could  find, 
and  encamped  before  Gibeon  (L),  about  the  feaft  of  ta- 
bernacles. The  people  at  Jerufalem  no  fooner  heard  of  his 
approach,  than  they  forfook  the  folemnity,  though  it  was 
on  the  fabbath,  they  armed  themfelves,  and  came  out 
againftf  him  with  fuch  fury,  that,  in  all  likelihood,  they 
would  have  defeated  him,  had  not  his  foot  been  timely 
fuccoured  by  his  cavalry.  As  they  had  feized  all  the 
pafles,  he  was  forced  to  ftay  three  days  near  Bethoron, 
where  Agrippa  joined  him,  and  aflifted  with  his  troops, 
his  perfon,  counfel,  and  good  offices.  He  tried  once 
more  to  bring  the  Jews  to  (omc  '^temper,  by  fending  two 
of  his  chief  captains  to  oflFef  them  a  pardon,  and  forae 
terms  of  peace ;  but  the  revolters,  inftead  of  hearkening 
to  theii"  propofals,  killed  oi*e  of  them,  and  wounded  the 
other,  who  narrowly  efcaped  with  hisUfe.  This  outrage, 
which  was  highly  condemned  by  the  more  moderate  Jews, 
caufed  a  diffenlion  between  them,  which  Ceftius  failed 
not  to  improve,  by  advancing  fuddenly  againft  them,  and 
purfuing  them  almoft  up  to  Jerufalem.  He  ftaid  three 
days  at  Scopas,  a  fmall  mile  from  it,  to  try  whether  their 
fright  would  make  them  relent ;  then  advanced  towards 
them  in  order  of  .battle  on  the  thirtieth  of,0£kober,  and 
threw  them  into  fuch  conftemation,  that  they  abandoned 
all  the  outer  quarters  of  the  city,  and  retired  into  the 
inner  cinfture  near  the  temple.  Ceftius  fet  fire  to  the 
former,  and  refolving  to  befiege  the  latter^  took  up  his 
head-quarters  in  the  royal  palace  ^ 

Had  thd- governor  vigoroufly  pufhed  on  the  fiege,  he 
might  have  put  an  effectual  end  to  the  fedltion  j  but  that 
wretched  nation  was  referved  for  greater  efils  5  and  the. 
fiege  was  on  a  fudden  fhamefully  raifed,  at  the  infliga- 
tionof  fomeof  Ceftitts's  generals,  whom  Florus  had  cor- 


f  Jof.  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  ii. 

(L)  This  city,  the  capital  of 
the  ancient  Gibeonites,  was 
diftant  about  fifty  fladia*  yr 
■feven  little  miles  north  of  Je- 
rufalem. 

Ceftius's  army  tonfifted  of 
the  whole  twelfth  legion,  two 
thou  land  men  picked  out  of  the 


cap.  20>  21,  &  ieqq* 

other  legions,  fix  cohorts  of 
foot,  four  of  horfe,  befides 
three  thoufand  horfe  and  fix 
thoufand  foot  fent  him  by  A- 
grippa  and  Antiochus,  and  four 
thoui'and  from  Soemus  ;  in.the 
whole  about  twenty  thoufand 
foot,  and  five  thoufand  horfe* 

ruptedf 


r  t 
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Hipted  \  a.  circumilance  which  gave  new  life  to  the  in-« 
iurgents.  They  purfued  him  to  his  camp  at  Gibeon,  ha- 
rafling  him  in  the  rear,  whilft  thofe  that  occupied  the 
pafTes  attacked  him  in  flank.  After  a  lofs  of  four,  thou- 
sand foot,  and  four  hundred  horfe,  with  great  part  of 
their  baggage,  his  army  being  allifted  by  the  intervening 
night  on  the  eight  of  Novembei*,  happily  pafled  through  .  . 

the  natrow  ftreights  of  Bethoron,  and  efcaped  ^.     The   Efcaptf 
jews,  after  thi^  fuccefs  againft  the  Syrian  governoi*,  de-  ^'''^  '^^ 
liberated  about  the  proper  means  to  carry  on  the  war 
againft  the  Romans ;  and,  choofing  fomc  of  their  braveft 
chiefs  to  command  in  the  feveral  canton^  and  fortreffes 
of  Judaea,  Jofephus  the   writer  of  thefe  wars,  a  Jewifli 
prieft,  of  confiderable  rank,  viras  appointed  governor  of  the 
two  Galilees*     Jofeph  the  fon  of  Goribn,  and  the  high- 
pfiefl  Ananus,  had  the  government  of  Jerufalem  ;  and  tcJ 
Elea^af,  the  chief  of  the  i*evolters,  was  ^fligned  that  of 
Idumaea  ;  theti  they  departed  to  take  care  each  of  his  par- 
ticular command*     All  this  while  their  reigned  fuch  a  dif-  Jiwi^nd 
fenfion  among  the  Jews,  that  great  numbers  of  the  better  ^^^^fi^^t 
fort,  forefeeing  the  fad  effefts  of  the  Romans'  refentment,   I'^'i^^ 
forfook  the  city.     The  Chriftiaiis  retired  into  Pella,   a 
fniall  city  on  the  other  fide  Jordan,  iii  the  tetrarchy  of 
Herod,  whither  the  war  did  not  reach  ^. 

Whilft  the  new-chofen  governors  were  employed  irf  ptit- 
ting  their  refpeftive  cantons  in  the  beft  pofture  of  defence, 
Nero  received  advice  of  all  thefe  preparations,  as  well  as 
of  the  ill  fuccefs  of  Ceftius  againft  the  Jews ;  and  Vefpa*  Vefpafian 
fian,  who  had  already  fignalized  himfelf  ill  Germany  and  f^^^,  "*'* 
Britain,  beijig  then  with  the  emperor  in  Achaia^  was  no^        ^ 
minated  to  march  with  all  fpeed  againft  Judasa  uHth  a  pow-* 
cfful  army '.     He  repaired  accordingly  to  Syria,  gathered 
all  his  forces,  and  thofe  of  his  auxiliaries,  among  whom 
Agrippa  did  not  fail  to  meet  him  at  the  head  of  a  confix      A.  I>* 
derable  reinforcement  of  his  own,  whilft  Titui  wa3  fent        ^7- 
by  his  fathef  to  fetch  the  fifth  and  tenth  legions  froni  '  "" 

Alexandria  into  Judaea^.     It  is  likely,  Ceftius  did  not  long 
outlive  his  difgrace,  fof  we  hear  no  more  of  him  \  and  the 
Jews,  elated  at  his  defeat,  if  not  alfo  at  his  death,  refolved 
to  befiege  Afcalon.     Antony,   who  commanded  in  the  Jrwsit'^ 
place,  came  out  againft  them,  and  killed  ten  thoufand :  they  ft^^'^  kf 
made  a  fecond  attempt,  and  their  lofs  was  doubled.    Niger,  ^^^^J* 
who  headed  them,  fled  into  a  tower,  to  which  Antony  fet 

t  Jof.  Belh  Jud.lib.  ii.  cap.  13, 14..  ^  Ibid*  cap,  15,  &  feq* 

^  Lib.  ill.  cap.  f  •  ^  Cap.  s,  $c  3. 
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fire,  and,  not  doubting  but  be  was  burnt  in  it,  left  ttr^ 
place ;  but,  when  the  Jews  returned  three  days  after,  Xxs 
bury  their  dead,  they  found  him  in  a  cave  under-ground, 
where  he  had  faved  nimfelf  from  the  flames*. 

Vefpafian  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  having  fent 
Placidus  to  fuccour  the  inhabitants  of  Sephoris  againft  the 
Jews,  advanced  towards  Ptolemais  with  Agrippa ;  and 
was  there  joined  by  Titus,  at  the  head  of  another  body  of 
troops,  with  whom  he  had  marched  thither  even  in  the 
Tery  depth  of  winter.  Their  whole  force  of  horfe  and 
foot,  confifted  of  fixty  thoufand  men^  all  excellently  dif- 
ciplined,  with  which  they  entered  Galilee,  and,  having 
burnt  Gadara,  advanced  to  befiege  Jotapa.  Jofephus, 
governor  of  that  province,  having  timely  notice  of  their 
defign  lupplied  the  place  with  (lores,  and  defended  it  with 

freat  bravery  forty-ieven  days  \  but  it  was  at  length  taken 
y  aflault,  when  tne  garrifbn  were  put  to  the  fword..  Not 
one  Jew  efcaped  t^  carry  the  dreadful  news,  they  were  all 
either  murdered,  or  made  prifoners.  Forty  thoufand  are 
faid  to  have  been  flain ;  and  Jofephus  was  among  the  pri* 
foners.  He  had'  hid  himfelf  in  a  deep  cavern,  but  was  at 
length  difcovered,  and  by  Vefpafian's  generous  offers  and 
intreaties  prevailed  upon  to  furrender(M} ;  having  leave  to 

fpeak 
I  Jof.  Bell.  Jtid.  lib.  iit.  cap.- 1,  tk  fe^ .  paff. 


(M)  This  cavern  was  cut  in- 
to the  rock  by  the  fide  of  a 
well,  and  well  flored  with  pro- 
vifion;  and  there  Jofephus 
found  forty  of  his  own  men. 
He  went  out  the  firfl  night  to 
ice  whether  there  was  any  pof- 
£bilityof  efcaping;  but  finding 
none,  he  refolved  to  abide 
there  as  long  as  he  could.  He 
was  difcovered  on  the  third  day 
by  a  woman;  and  Vefpafian, 
who  had  a  great  defire  to  fee 
'him,  fcnt  two  of  his  tribunes 
lo  prorhife  him  his  life  and 
friendfliip*  Upon  his  refufal 
to  furrendcr  himielf,  the  Ro- 
man general  fent  a  third,  nam- 
ed Nicanor,  an  old  acquaint- 
ance of  Jofephus ;  but  be  re- 
turned likewife  without  him ; 
the  Romans  were  for  burning 


him  and  his  men  out  of  it,  but 
were  hindered  by  their  brave 
general. 

.  At  length  finding  it  danger* 
ous  to  refill  any  longer,  he  pro«^ 
pofed  to  the  reft  to  accept  of 
Vefpafian*s  generous  offer ;  for 
which  they  upbraided  him  with 
treachery  and  bafenefs,  and 
threatened  to  kill  him,  if  he 
prefumed  to  ftir  out.  He  tried 
once  more  to  demonftrate  ^o 
them  the  unlawfulnefs  ot  felf- 
murder,  which  he  faw  them 
fully  bent  upon ;  he  was  forced 
at  laft  to  propofe  to  them  to 
draw  lots,  who  fliould  kill  the 
next,  and  fo  on,  rill  the  iaft 
man ;  which  being  agreed  toby 
the  reft.  Providence  fo  ordered 
it,  thar  there  were  but  two  left, 
Jofephus,  and  one  more;    fo 

that 
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fpeak,  he  addrefled  himfelf  to  Vefpafian   to  this  effeft. 

^*  My  meflage  to  you  being  from  the  God  of  heaven,  is  His  fpuch 

of  much  greater  concern  to  you,  than  the  difpofal  of  m\2  '«  i^ifpa^ 

as  your  prifoner^  or  fending  me  to  the  emperor ;  and,  as  ^^•' 

a  Jewifh  commander,  I  fhould  have  preferred  death  to 

this  furrender,  had  it  not  been  to  deliver  his  divine  com* 

miffioiu    The  interval  between  Nero's  end,  and  your  fuc- 

ceeding  him,  is  fo  fmall,that  I  already  look  upon  you^  em* 

peror  j  and  your  fon  Titus  as  your  happy  fucceflbr.     Keep 

me  only  as  your  prifoner;  and,  if  you  find  I  have.abufe<J 

God's  name  in  promifing  you  the  empire  of  the  world, 

then  punifli  me  with,  the  fevereft  death."    Vefjpafian  took 

him  at  his  word,  ufed  him  with  great  reipeft  aud  genero-  Kept  dofg 

fity ;  but  caufed  him  to  be  kept  clofe  prifoner,  having  a  pri/otur, 

defign  to  make  fome  farther  ufe  of  him  in  his  war  againft 

the  Jews  ".     This  prediQion  of  the  Jewifh  hiftorian  to  the 

Roman  general  k  likewife  confirmed  fay  Suetonius  ^  and 

Dio  Cafiius  ^.     As  fooa  as  the  news  of  Jotapa's  being  takea 

reached  Jerufalem,  the  Jews,  who  heard  alfo,  that  Jofe^ 

phus  had  been  killed  in  it,  made  the  greateft  lamentations 

for  him  {<xc  a  whole  month ;  but  when  they  underftood 

that  he  had  furrendered  himfelf  prifoner  to  the  Romans, 

*hey  began  to  ksaok  upon  him  as  the  bafe  betrayer  of  his 

country,  and  to  perfecute  him  with  the  moft  irreconcile- 

able  hatred  and  difdaia. 

Whilft  Yefpafian  was  beiGcging  Jotapa,  Trajan  had  been  Japha, 
.fent  to  farm  that  of  Japha,  in  the  neighbourhood,  aud  ^.^^<»'^ 
took  it  on  the  twentieth  of  June,  but  con^limented  young  J"J''» 
Titus  witii  the  honour  of  it,  who  came  accordingly  upon 
the  laft  aflault.     Upon  their  entering  the  place,  the  Ja- 
phians    maintained  a   bloody  and  obftinate  fight  in  the 
ftreets,  during  fix  whole  hours  y  but,  being  at  len|;th  over- 
powered, aU  the  men  w^re  put  to  the  fword,    and  the 
women  and  children  carried  away  prifoners  p.    The  Sa-  Samaria  • 
maritans,  who  had  affembled.  upon  Mount  Garizzim,  with  ^^^^  <^- 
a  defign  of  defending  themfelves,    having    been   clofely  fi^^^ 
blocked  up  by  Cerealis,  at  the  head  of  a  Koman  detach- 
ment, were  ready  to  perifli   for  want  of  water.     Many 
died  of  thirft  j  and  thofe  who  refufed  to  furrender,  ,were 

all  butchered  to  a  man  %    Joppa,  "which  had  been  lately  Jopp^t 

taken. 

^  Jof.  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  iii*  cap,  ic^  13,  4c  14.  *  Suetonius  in 

Vit.  Vefpaf.  •  bio.  Caff,  lib,  Ix,  P  BcH.  JimI.  ubi  fupra, 

cap.  II,        q  Ibid.  cap.  12. 

that  being  loth  either  to  kill  •  length  perfuad^  him  to  a  fur* 
bi^«  or  be  killed  by  bim|  he  9,1    render. 
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laid  wafte  by  Ceftius,  being  again  repeopled  by  a  great 
number  of  feditious  Jews,   who  infefted  the  countries 
about,  Vefpafianfent  fome  troops  to  take  it,  an  exploit 
which  they  foon  atchieved.     Above  four  thoufand  Jews 
endeavouring  to  efcape  the  maflacre,  by  betaking   them^ 
felves  to  their  fliips,  a  fuddcn  tempeft  drove  them  back, 
fo  that  they  were  all  either  drowned,  or  put  to.  the  fword, 
Tarichea  and  Tiberias  were  reduced  (N) :  the  former  of 
thefe,  being  fituate  on  an  eminence,  by  the  lake  of  Gen- 
pezareth,  was  befiged  by  land  and  water,    and   made  a 
defperate  defence,    till  a   diflenfion   happened   within; 
which  being  overheard  by  Titus,  who  commanded  at  the 
fiege,  the  town  was  taken  by  ftorm,   and  all  the  rebels 
were  condemned  to  die  '. 
Caliki  rf*       After  the  reduftion  of  thofe  two  places,  all  the  other 
iilfff^r         cities  of  Galilee  fubmitted  to  the  Romans,  except  Gifcha-. 
la  and  Gamala,  and  the  mountain  of  Itabyr.     Agrippa 
had  invefted  Gamala,  which  was  fituate  oppofite  to  Ta^ 
richea,  on  the  fame  lake,  and  carried  on  a  fiege  of  near 
ieven  months ;  but,  now  the  Romans  were  forced  to  come 
to  his  affiftance.     He  tried,  however,  by  a  fpcech  to  per- 
fiiade  the  inhabitants  to  furrcndcr,  before  they  were  re- 
4grippa       duced  to  greater  ftreights.    The  only  anfwer  they  made 
infultedbe-  was  with  ftones  from  their  engines,  one  of  which  wound- 
■'i^^'      ed  him  in.  the  arm.     The 'Romans,  provoked  to  behold 
Romans       \^^  Vii(\Q  regard  which  thoff  wretches  paid  to  their  mo- 
MuUfd^      narch,  made  fuch  a  defperate  affault,  that  they  had  got 
pofleffion  of  the  town  j  but,  being  inferior  in  number, 
they  were  foon  driven  but  of  it  with  confiderablc  lofs. 
The  affault  was  renewed  with  greater  fury,  and  as  obfti- 
nately  oppofed  by  the  befieged,  who  put  the  Roman  cou- 
rage apd  ftrength  to  the  fevereft  proof  they  bad  as  yet  un- 
^kepfopU    dergone.     At  length  three  ftout  Romans  having   beaten 
put  to  the     down  one  of  the  towers,  the  army  entered  in  at  the  breach, 
and  put  all  they  met  to  the  fword,  to  the  number  of  four 
thoufand.     Bijt  a  much  greater  number  periflied  by  their 

f  Jof.  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  iii,  cap.  15,  &  feq. 

(N)  Thef^  j:wo  pities  bp-  th^y  were  driven   back,    and 

longed  to  Agrippa,    but  had  forced  to  flee  for  their  lives; 

irevolted ;    the  latter  was  di-  for  which  he  would  liave  burnt 

vided  J   fome  of  the  citizens  the  city ;  but  the  peaceable  ci- 

being  for  peace,  were  oppofed  tizen?  having  reprefented  their 

by  the  feditious  party.    Vef-  cafe  to  Agrippa,  he  interceded 

'  pafian  fent  ifome  officers  to  per-  for  them,  and  obtained  their 

fu^4^  them  to  f^ibmit;    but  pardon, 
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own  obltinacy,  throwing  themfelves  down  from  the  roclcs, 
walls,  and  ufing  other  violent  means  for  their  own  de- 
ftruftion.     During  this  fiege  Placidus  being  fent  to  take  jtabjr 
Itabyr,  drew  the  Jews  down  into  the  plain  by  a  pretended  takta* 
flight,  then  facing  about  defeated  them,  and  got  pofleffion 
of  the  mountain  •* 

After  this  fiege,  Vefpafian  fent  his  fon  Titus  to  form  Gifchala 
that  of  Gifchala  j  and  this  laft,  who  was  now  beginning  to  befieged. 
relent  at  the  great  flaughter  made  at  Gamala,  earneftly 
exhorted  the  inhabitants  to  prevent,  by  a  timely  furrender, 
involving  themfelves  in  the  fame  fate,  Tfee  citizens  were 
inclinable  to  take  his  advice  ;  but  a  feditious  Jew  named 
John,  the  fon  of  Levi,  head  of  the  faftion,  oppofed  it, 
and,  having  the  mob  at  his  command,  overawed  the 
whole  city«  That  day  being  the  fabb^th,  this  wretch 
begged  of  Titus  to  forbear  hoftilities  till  the  morrow,  and 
then  he  would  accept  of  his  offer ;  but  in  the  interim,  fled 
to  Jerufalem,  where  he  committed  an  infinite  deal  of  mif- 
chicf.  The  citizens  next  day  furrendered  themfelves,  and  f^he  ionvn 
told  the  Roman  general  of  John's  flight,  begging  of  him,  taken. 
that  he  would  fparc  the  guiltlefs,  and  punifh  the  faftious 
alone.  He  granted  their  requeft,  and  only  fent  fome  of 
his  horfe  after  the  fugitives.  But  Johp  had  reached  Jeru-^ 
falem,  before  they  could  overtake  him ;  they  killed,  how-' 
ever,  near  fix  thoufand  of  his  followers  on  the  road,  and 
brought  back  three  thoufand  women  and  children  prifoners. 
The  rcduftion  of  this  laft  place  having  completed  the  con- 
queft  of  Galilee,  Titus  rejoined  his  father  at  Caefarea, 
where  their  troops  had  fomp  refpite  before  they  undertook 
the  fiege  of  Jerufalem  ^ 

The  Jewiih  nation  by  this  time  was  divided  into  two  ^wopar^ 
very  oppofite  parties :  one  of  thefe  forefeeing,  that  this  ''"  *«  Ju* 
war,  if  continued,  muft  end  in  the  total  ruin  of  their  ^^^* 
country,    were  for  putting  an  eflPeftual  end  to  it,  by  a 
fpeedy  fubmiffion  to  the  Romans :  the  other  faftion,  which 
fprung   from  thp   Qaulonitifh  incendiary,  and   breathed 
nothing  but  war,    cpi>fufion|    and  cruelty,    oppofed   all 
peaceable  mcafures  with  an  invincible  obftinacy.    This  Acharac" 
.party,  which  waJ  by  far  the  more  numerous  and  power-  teroftht 
ful,  confifted  of  men  of  the  vileft  and  moft  profligate  cha-  ^^«'^'^» 
rafter  that  ever  hiftory  recprdcd.    They  were  proud,  am- 
bitious, cruel,  rapaciouS)  and  committed  the  moft  horrid 
and  unnatural  crimes,  under  pretence  of  religion.     In  a 
.word,  they  afted  more  like  devils  incarnate,  than  men, 

•  Jof.  Bell.  Jud,  lib.  iv«  cap.  i,  &  feq.  <  Ibid,  cap,  4. 
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who  had  any  fenfe  left  of  humanity  (O),    The  contrary 

party  were  ooliged  to  rife  up  likewife  in  arms  in  their  own 

defence  againft  thofc  incendaries,  from  whom,  however, 

they  fufFered  unfpeakably  more,  than  they  did  even  from 

.  the  exafpcrated  Ropians. 

A.  D.         The   Zealots  began  to  exercife  their  cruelty  in  roh* 

?©•        bing,  plundering,  and  maflicring  all  that  oppcned  theni 

■  ,  .  "  in  the  countries   round  about  5    then  entered  Jerufalem 

rU  butch'    ^^^^  Zechariah  and   Eleazar  at  their  head,  *  Here  they 

gries.  were  at  firft  ftrenuotifly  oppofed  by  the  late  high-prieft 

Oppofed  by  Ananus  (P),  whofe  zeal,    upon   this   occafion,    Jofephus 

/A//tf//        highly  commends.     That  pontiff  made  a  pathetic  fpeech 

kig  pnefi.  to  the  people,  exhorting   them  to  take  yp  arms   againft 

thofe  faftious  villains,  who  had  by  this  time  feized  upon 

their  temple,  and  made  it  their  garrifon,  from  which  they 

fallied  out  to  commit  the  moft  horrid  outrages.     He  eaCly 

perfuaded  them  to   follow  his  advice.     They   went  and 

armed  themfelves,  and  returning  in  a  ftrong  oody,  made 

a  vigorous  attack  upon  the  infurgents.     The  engagement 

was  fierce  and  obfliiiate  on  both  (ides,  and  laflcd  a  con-i 

fiderable  time.     At  length  Ananus  forced  them  from  the. 

outer  cinfture  of  the  temple,  whence  they  retired  into 

John  of  ^     the  inner,  where  he  held  them  clofely  befieged.    We  have 

Cijchala's    taken  notice  of  a  demagogue,  John  of  Gifchala,  who  had 

prtachiTj.    fled  from  this  laft  place  to  Jerufalem,    and  was  at  the 

^O)  They  covered,  however,  towns,  and  villages  of  Palief- 

their  brutahty  with  the  fpecious  tine,-    Even  houfes  and  fami- 

title  of  zeal  for  the  glory  of  lies  were  fo  divided  again fl  each 

God,   affirming  every  where,  other,  that,  as  our  Saviour  had 

that  it  was  offering  the  greatcfl  cxprefly  foretold  in  the  dread- 

diflionour  to  him,  to  fubmitto  ful  pi6ture  he  made  of  this  Br 

any  earthly  potentate :  and  that  nal  war  (2)',  a  qian's  greateft 

this  was  the  only  motive  that  enemies  were  often  thofe  of  his 

*        induced  them  to  take  up  arms,  pwn  family  apd  houfhold  (3). 
and  to  bind  themfelves  under         (P)    He  had  been  depofed 

the  fln6lefl  obligations,   not  to  ^bout   fix   years    before,    and 

lay  them  down,   till  they  had  fucceeded  by  feveral    others, 

^  either  totally  extirpated  all  fo-  Matthias,  the  fori  of  Theophi- 

reign  authority,  or  perifhed  in  lus,  was  now  in  that  dignity, 

the  attempt  (i).  to  which  he  had  been  raifed  a 

This  dreadful  diiienfion  was  year  or  two  before  by  king  A-. 

not  confined  to  Jerufalem,  but  grippa* 
|iad    infected .  all    the    cities, 

(1)  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  iv.  cap.  6.  &  lib.  v.  cap.  i,  &  f«q.  *      («)  IVjaft. 
xxiv.  pair.    Mark  xiii.    Luke  xxi,  5,  &  fcq.  ( j)  Mattb.  x. 

36.    Luke  xii.  52,  &  fcq. 
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licad  of  the  mutineers:  this  wretch,  under  pretence  of 
taking  the  intereft  of  the  peaceable  party,  was  adiually  be- 
tnijring  them  to  the  Zealots ",  Ananus,  not  fufpefting 
his  treachery,  fent  him  to  offer  the  befieged  fome  fair 
terms  of  accommodation ;  but,  inftead  of  executing  his 
commiflion,  he  perfuatded  them  to  hold  out,  and  call  the  j^"'  ^^ 
Idumaeans  to  their  affiftance.  Idum^anu 

On  that  night  there  happened  fuch  a  dreadful  ftorm,  ac- 
companied with  thunder  and  lightning,  and  a  violent  earth- 
quake, that  the  Zealots  from  within  the  inner  court,  fawed 
the  bolts  and  hinges  of  the  temple-gates  without  being  heard, 
forced -the  guards  of  the  befiegefS}  fallied  into  the  city,  and 
admitted  the  Idumseans  *,  who  had  come,  in  confequence 
of  their  invitation,   to  the  number  of  twenty  thoufand.  Horrid 
Thefe  two  parties,  thus  joined  and  ftrengthened,  began  to  ^«^^^^.^'«' 
commit  the  moft  horrid  butcheries  on  the  oppofite  fide.  ^^***" ''* 
Twelve  thoufand  perfons  of  noble  extraftion,  and  in  the 
flower  of  their  age,  were  tortured  to  death,  including  the 
brave  Ananus  (Q^),  and  Jefus  the  fon  of  Gamaliel.    In -a  Ananus 
word,  the  rage  and  cruelty  of  thofe  Zegjofcs  increafed  to  ^"'^  7'A' 
fuch  a  pitch  of  barbarity,  that  the  whole  nation  trembled  w^^^'^« 
at  their  very  name  ;  none  dared  Iv^  feen  or  heard  to  weep 
or  lament  for  the  murder  of  their  neare(l  relations,  nor 
even  to  give  them  burial  y.     v 

The  Idumseans  at  length  inveighing  againft  the  maf- 
facriog  fuch  numbers  of  worthy  perfons  indifcriminately, 
the  Zealots  began  to  fet  up  a  kind  of  court  of  judicature, 
to  judge  thofe  they  {hould  think  guilty  with  fome  fhew  of 
juftice.     Zechariah,    the  fon  of  Baruch*(R),  was  one  of  . 

the  ^ 

•  Jof.  Bell.  Jttd.  lib.  IV.  cap.  5,  6.      «Cap.  7.      y  Lib.  v.  cap.  i. 


(  Q^)  He  was  the  fon  of  Anr 
nas,  mentioned  in  the  gofpel : 
it  was  he  that  caufed  St.  James 
to  becaft  down  from  the  battle- 
ments of  the  temple,  and  to 
be  put  to  death.  .  In  other  rc- 
fpedshe  was  a  brave  man,  and 
the  only  perfon  almod  who  had 
courage  and  conduct  enough 
left  to  ftem  the  tide,  and  to  re- 
(lore  peace  to  the  nation ;  ic 
was  mr  this  reafon  that  the 
Zealots  cutiiim  off. 


(R)  This  brave  and  worthy 
perfon  is,  by  many  Chriftian 
commentators,  fuppnfed  the 
fame  with  the  Zechariah  the 
fon  of  Barachiah,  faid  by  our 
Saviour  to  have  been  murdered 
between  the  temple  and  the 
altar  f  4) .  It  is ,  indeed ,  obje<^- 
ed,  that  he  fpeaks  there  of  him 
as  of  a  perfon  long  fince  put 
to  death  ;  but  it  is  replied,  that 
he  fpake  prophetically,  and, 
according   to     the     prophetic 


(4}  Mattb.  xi^tii.  3^;. 
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the  firft  tried  before  this  mock  court,  which  confifted  of 
feventy-two  perfons*    They  brought  a  catalogue  of  accu- 
fations  againft  him,  which  he  not  only  refuted  with  great 
eafe,  but  reminded  them  of  their  own  crimes  with  fuch 
undaunted  courage,  and  in  fuch  lively  colours,  that  the 
confcioufnefs  of  their  guilt  made  them  pronounce  him 
Zichartah    innocent ;  at  which  the  Zealots  were  fo  exafperated,  that 
murdtred     they  murdered  him  on  the  fpot  \  then  drove  his  judges 
iff  tkttem*    q^i  of  their  feats,  as  perfons  unfit  for  their  purpofe  (S), 
'  •  After  having  butchered  all  the  perfons  of  any  diftinc- 

tion  or  chara£ter,  they  began  to  wreak  their  rage  on  the 
common  people*  It  was  a  capital  crime  to  have  once 
feemed  to  oppofe  them ;  to  be  inaflive  was  to  be  a  fpy  5 
not  to  applaud  their  vileft  aftions,  was  to  be  difafFedled ; 
and  to  be  either  rich,  or  fufpeded  to  be  fo,  or  even  hav- 
ing the  misfortune  of  being  difliked  by  them,  was  crime 
enough  to  deferve  death  *.  This  defpotifm  obliged  many 
of  the  Jews  to  forfake  Jerufalem,  and  take  ftielter  under 
the  Romans,  though  the  gates  and  avenues  of  the  city 
were  fo  clofely  guarded,  that  it  was  extremely  hazardous 
to  retire }  and  as  many  as  were  caught  in  the  attempt, 
w^ere  put  to  immediate  death.  All  this  while  Vefpafian, 
who  was  at  Caefarea,  remained  an  idle  fpedator  of  the 

*Jpr.  Bell.  Jud.in  fin. 

ftyle,  made  ufe  of  the  prefent  ever,  we  (hall  not  enter  into 

for  the  future.     And  it  muft  the  merit  of  the  controverfy, 

be  owned,    that  unlefs  thefe  but  refer  our  readers  to  thofc 

two    hiilorians   fpeak  of    the  who  have  written  upon  it,  and 

fame  perfon,  it  will  be  difficult  which  the  reader  will  find  at 

to  find  out  the  Zcchariah  men-  the  bottom  of  the  page  (6). 
tioned  in  the  gofpcl ;  theiaftof        (S)  They   threw  the  body 

thofe  juft  perfons,  the  (bedding  of  Zechariah  out  of  the  tem- 

of  whofe  blood  was  to  fill  up  pic  down  into  the  deep  valley 

the  mcafure  of  the  Jews  ini*-  that  was  by  the  fide  of  u.  The 

cjuitles ;    ualefs    we     fuppofe  Idumaeans,  afliamed  toajStany 

him,    with   Mr.  Burkit    and  longer   in  concert  with    fuch 

others,  to  be  the  fame  which  bloody   aflaiSns,    retired    into 

is  meritioned  in  the  Old  Tef-  their  own  country,  after  hav- 

tament(5)  :-he  is  called  there  ing  fet  at  liberty  two  thoufand 

the  fon  ot  Jehoiada  the  prieO:,  prifoners ;  and  left  the  Zealots 

and  was  a^ually  murdered  in.  to    profecutc    their     cruelties 

the  temple  by  order  of  the  un-  without  any  farther  reilraint* 
grateful    king    Joafh.     How- 

(5)  1  Chron.  xxiv.  10,  ai.  (6)  Vid.  Grot.  Hamnj.  LcClerc, 

Beza,  Trcmel.  L.  de  Dieu,  &  Fabric.  Apocr.  N.  f.  not.  in  Protc- 
Vang.  Jacob.  Calmet.  in  Voc.  Burk.  in  Mattb.  xxiii.  35.  &  al. 

difmal 
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difmal  condition  of  the  Jewifh  nation.  His  officers  amazed 
at  this  unufual  inadtivity  of  their  general,  took  the  liberty 
to  remind  him,  what  a  pity  it  was  he  (hould  thus  negleo: 
the  moft  favourable  opportunity  of  making  himfelf  mafter 
of  Jerufalem,  and  all  Paleftine.  Vefpafian  foon  made  Vtftajiam 
them  fenfible,  that  his  continuing  thus  idle  in  Caefarea,  flays  at 
was  the  moft  probable  way  of  efFefling  the  conqueft  they  C^fi^f^ 
propofed,  with  the  leaft  difficulty  and  hazard  of  his  own 
troops  J  fince  the  Jewiih  ftrength  declined  daily  inconfe* 
quence  of  their  inteftine  broils  and  mafiacresy  whilft  his 
own  men,  enjoying  fo  long  a  refreihment,  would  be  the 
•better*  able  to  force  them  into  fubmiffion*.  Jofephus 
mentions  this  fpeech  of  the  Roman  general  as  prophe- 
tical 5  and,  indeed,  whoever  reads  the  eleventh  and  fol- 
lowing chapters  of  Zecharia,  will  be  apt  to  think  that  he 
took  his  meafures  from  them. 

Every  thing  fucceeded  to  his  wi(h.     The  Zealots,  after  T//^  Zea- 
having  maflacred,  or  driven  away  the  oppofite  party,  be-  ^''  ditndid 
ganto  turn  their  bloody  fwords  againft  each  other.    John  'fj^^'"^ 
of  Gifchala  could  not  brook  that  any  fhould  (hare  the 
command  with  him ;  and,  in  order  to  make  himfelf  ab- 
folute,  drew  the  moft  profligate  of  the   Zealots  into  his 
party.     The  other  chiefs,  who  oppofed  him  with  no  fmall 
heat,  formed  another  faftion ;  fo  that  they  were  gene- 
rally employed  in  fkirmilhing  with  each  other,  or  plun- 
dering the  poor  remains  of  the  people.     Whilft  this  anar- 
chy prevailed  in  the  city,  there  arofe  a  new  gang  of  ficarii 
in  the  country,  who,  having  feized  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of 
Maflada,  made  it  their  place  of  retreat.    Thefe  plundered, 
burned,  and  maflacred  every  where,  and  carried  their 
booty  into  that  place.  They  had  at  their  head  one  bimon,  Simon  Afod 
the  Ion  of  Gorias,  a  bold  ambitious  young  man,  a  native   ofthtJUa^ 
of  Gelafa,  who,  to  increafe  his  party,  caufed  a  proclama-  **"• 
tion  to  be  difperfed,  in  which  he  promifed  liberty  to  all 
the  flaves,  and  proportionable  encouragements  to  all  the 
freemen  that  fhould  enlift  under  his  banners.     This  ex- 
pedient had  the  defired  efFe£l.     He  faw  his  party,  in   a 
very  little   time,*  fwelled  into  a   confiderable  army,  and 
himfelf  refpefted  and  obeyed  as  if  he  had  been  a  monarch. 
Many  Jews  of  diftinftion,  as  well  as  others  of  a  meaner 
rank,  were  glad  to  put  themfelves  under  his  proteclion 
from  the  cruelty  of  the  other  parties  •*. 

During  thefe  tranfa£tions  in  Judaea,  Nero  was  reduced     A.  D. 
to  the  neceffity  of  making  away  with  himfelf  at  Rome.        71* 

•  Tor,  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  t,  cap.  s.  *  Ibid.  cap.  j,  &  feq.  ^*'">\' 
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Vefpafian,  who  was  yet  ignorant  of  his  fate,  and  did  not 

wholly  credit  Jofephus's  predidlion  of  his  becoming  em- 

peror,  was  employed   in  making  great  preparations .  for 

the  fiege  of  Jerufalem  ;  whilft  Simon,  at  the   bead  of  a 

great  arm V)   committed  hoftilities    againft  the    2^alots» 

1  befe  laft  having   notice  what  great  magazines  of  arms 

and  ammunition  Simon  had  got>  in  order  to  inveft  them, 

began  to  think  it  high  time  to  try  to  difperfe  his  forces 

by  a.  vigorous  fally.    They  made  the  attempt,  but  were 

defeated,  and  put  to  flighty    but  Siipon,    not  thinking 

himfelf  ftrong  enough  yet  to  beiiege  Jerufalem,  went  to 

Idumsta  in*  invade  Idumsea,  with  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand  men* 

^adtdby      The    Idumseans   marched  againft   him  with  twenty-five 

Stmom.         thoufand.     A  fierce  battle  enfued,   which  lafted   from 

morning  till  night,  when  vi£bory  declared  for  neither  fide. 

Bitrayid      But  Simon  found  means,  foon  after,  to  have  that  pountry 

u  hm.        4ietrayed  to  him  by  a  treacherous  Idumaean^  who,  having 

fot  the  command  of  their  forces,  delivered  them  up  to 
im,  according  to  agreement.    Simon  put  all  to  the  fword, 

sndfword.  and,  by  the  conqueft  of  that  province,  became  more 
dreadful  than  ever  to  the  Zealots ;  who  from  that  time  did 
not  care  to  come  out  againft  him,  but  contented  tbern- 
felyes  with  laying  ambufhes  in  all  the  pafles ;  in  one  of 
which  they  took  his  wife  prifoner.  They  were  on  the 
fudden  ftrangely  elated  at  their  fuccefs,  not  doubting  but 
they  Ihould  now  eafily  force  him  to  lay  down  his  arms. 
But  it  happened  quite  otherwife;  for  Simon  no  fooner 
heard  the  news,  than  he  pofted  with  his  army  to  the  very 
g^tes  of  Jerufalem,  where  he  committed  fuch  cruelties, 
and  threw  the  enemy  into  fuch  a  fright,  that  they  were 
glad  to  fend  him  his  wife  again.  Thus  fatisfied  for  the 
prefent,  he  left  them,  to  go  and  ruin  the  fad  remains  of 

J^andofita    Jdumaea.     Thefe  miferable  wretches,  feeing  the  devafta^? 

%lJaniu  ^^^^^  ^^^  butcheries  which  he  committed  there,  left  the 
country  to  his  mercy,  and  went  to  take  flielter  at  Jeru- 
falem ;  but  were  purfued  by  his  troops  to  the  very  walls 
of  that  metropolis  *. 

Thus  Simon  without,  and  John  within,  fecmed  to 
ilrt^e  which  ihould  outdo  the  other  In  cruelties,  an4  in 
the  moft  unheard«-of  crimes  ;  whilft  thofe  that  fell  into 
the  hands  of  either  were  fure  to  be  butchered  w^ithout 
mercy ;  infomuch  that  there  was  now  no  fafe  place  either 

Johndi'      in  city  or  country.,    John  had  hitherto  tyrannized  within, 

"/*#  li  ?      *^  ^^  ^^*^  ^^  ^^^  banditti,  with  uncommon  fuccefs,  wbca 

<  BflU  Judi  ubi  fttpra,  cap-  j% 
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ttie  Mumjcaiis  of  his  party,  who  were  left  in  the  city,  not 
being  longer  able  to  bear  his  tyranny,  revolted  againft 
him,  killed  a  great  number  of  his  men,  plundered  his 
palace,  and  forced  him  to  retire  into  the  temple.  In  the 
meart  time  the  people,  having  conceived  a  notion  that  he 
would  faliy  out  in  the  night,  and  fet  fire  to  the  city,  called 
a  council,  in  which  they  pitched  upon  a  remedy  far  worfe 
than  the  difeafe  \  which  was,  to  open  the  city  gates,  an  J 
let  in  Simon  with  his  troops,  to  oppofe  thofe  of  John  and 
his  Zealots.  Matthias,  the  high-prieft,  promoted  the  de- 
fign,  without  troubling  himfelf  about  the  confequences,  and 
was  fent  to  acquaint  Simon  with  the  refult  of  their  deli- 
beration. Simon  was  accordingly  admitted  into  the  city,  Simm  ad' 
where  his  chief  care  was  to  render  his  authority  abfolute.  mitted  im^ 
To  this  end  he  looked  indifferently  on  thofe  that  had  in*  *^  ^'J* 
vited  him  in,  and  thofe  againft  Arhom  he  was  called,  and 
foon  began  to  exert  hia  authority  againft  them  equally, 
thougfi  the  former  had  received  him  with  great  honours 
and  univerfal  acclamations,  as  their  deliverer.  But  ingra- 
titude and  breach  of  faith  were  crimes  of  too  light  a  na- 
ture to  reftrain  a  wretch  who  had  difcarded  all  natural  and 
civil  virtues,  to  abandon  himfelf  to  the  moft  monftrous  vfces. 
He  made,  however,  a  bold  aflault  againft  John  and  his 
party ;  but,  being  repulfed,  he  contented  himfelf  for  the 
prefent  with  keeping  them  clofely  befieged  in  the  temple  *. 

The  Romans,  on  the  other  hand,  had  not  ftood  idle  all  Cadara 
this  laft  year;  but,  being  invited  by  the  inhabitants   oi  furrendgr^ 
Gadara,  one  of  the  ftrongeft  places  on  that  fide  of  Jor-  f^» 
dan,  had  fent  Placidus  to   take  pofleflion  of  the  place. 
He  was  forced  to  fight  his  way  through  feveral  ftrong 
bodies  of  the  rebels  who  oppofed  him.     He  killed  about  FaSitus 
fifteen  thoufand  of  them,  as  they  were  endeavouring  to  pafs  JewsJUdn 
that  river,  and  made  a  vaft  number  of  prifoners  in  divers  ^  Ptaci- 
encounters.    In  a  word,  Placidus  exerted  himfelf  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  he  foon  reduced  all   that  part  of  Judaea 
which  lies  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Jordan,  except  the  cattle  . 
of  Machaeron.     In  the  beginning  of  the  fpring  Vefpafian 
marched  out  of  Csefarea,  and  penetrated  into  Idumaea,  IJumati 
plundering   and  burning  every  place,  except  fuch  as  he  n»aJUd. 
thought  expedient  to  leave  with  a  Roman  garrifon,  to  keep 
the  country  in  awe  •. 

Some  months  were  now  elapfed  fince  VefpaGan  received  GMafuc^ 
the  news  of  Nero's  death,  and  of  Galba's  being  chofen  ^^^^^  ^fr9, 
his  fuccceflbr ;    upon  which   he   had  difpatched  his  fon  ^^^M^m^ 

«  'Bell.  Jud.  cap.  f.  «  Ibid.  cap.  3. 
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Tiiu8  to  Rome,  to  compliment  the  new  emperor,  atid  to^ 

receive  his  orders'  concerning  the  redudlipn   of  Judaea. 

Agrippa  defired  to  bear  him  company  ;  but  the  winter 

not  being  quite  over,  and  their  ihips  being  large,  failed  fo 

flowly,  that  they  had  proceeded  no  farther  than   Achaia 

when  they  received  the  news  of  Galba^s  being  murdered, 

0th pro-     after  a  feven  months  reign,  and  Otho's  being  proclaimea 

€laimtd.       j^  jjjg  room.     Agrippa  refolved  to  continue  his  voyage  ; 

but  Titus,  as  by  fome  divine  impulfe,  was   now   come 

back  to  rejoin  his  father  at  Casfarea,  whither  Vefpaiian 

A.  D.     had   returned   after    his  Idumsean  expedition  ^      They 

7»-        left  Caefarea  on  the  fifth  of  June,  direfting  their   march 

•  towards  Jerufalem,  and  took  every  place  in  their  way, 

except  Herodion,  Machaeron,   and  Maflada,  whilft  Ce- 

realis,  one  of  their  chief  generals,  with  a  confiderable 

body  of  troops,  was  employed  in  laying  wafte  the  Upper 

Idumaea. 

Whilft  Judaea  was  thus  miferably  torn  with  foreign  and 
Inteftine  wars,  the  Roman  empire  groaned  under  equal 
confufion  and  calamity.     We  fliall  not  anticipate  the  Ro- 
man hiftory  fo  far  as  to  enter  into  the  particulars  of  the 
murder  of  Galba,  Otho,  and  Vitellius.    Suetonius  com- 
pares Rome  to  a  veflel  tofled  about  by  contrary  winds,  and 
Vefpopan     ready  at  every  moment  io  fink,  when  Vefpafian  was  hap- 
thoftn  em'    pily  chofen  emperor,  and  reftored  a  calm  to  the  empire. 
peror,         JofephuB  now  reaped  the  benefit  of  bis  former  predidions. 
yofepkus      That  emperor,  recalling  them  to  mind,  thought  it  high 
iberty  time  not  only  to  give  him  his  liberty,  but  recompenfe 

'^^  him  for  his  fidelity  with  many  fignal  favours  (T).     As 

ioQXk 

i  Tacit.  Sueton.  ubi  fup.    Bell.  Jud.  ubi  fup.  cap.  %,  &  feq. 

(T)   Vefpafian  was  then  at  and    had    conceived    a   great 

Berytus,   where  vafl  numbers  efleem   for  hira,  declared  that 

of  amballhdors  came  crouding  it  would  be  an  a6tion  worthy 

to   compliment    him    on    his  his  goodnefs  and  juftice  to  grant 

ele^^ioD,  and  to  offer  him  the  him  his  liberty ,  and  to  reilore 

ufual  crowns^    and  letters  of  him  to  the  rank  and  conditioa 

fubmiffion.     Here  he  held    a  which  he  enjoyed  before  his 

grand  council,    wherein  hav-  captivity.    It  being  the  cuftom 

ing  highly  extolled  the  cou-  of  the  Romans   to  break   the 

rage  of  the  Jewifh  chief,   he  bonds  of  thofe  who  had  been 

related  to  them  how  he  had  unjuftly    detained     in   them, 

foretold  his  coming  to  the  em-  Vefpafian  approved    his   pro- 

pire,  even  during  Nero's  life,  pofal,  and  caufed  it  to  be  put 

Titus,    who   was    prefent,  in  execution  immediately.   Jo* 

fephus 
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ibdti  ad  Vefpafian  had  received  the  news  that  his  ele£lion 
was  confirmed  at  Rome^  he  left  the  beft  of  his  troops 
with  his  fon  Titus,  with  orders  to  befiege  Jerufalem,  and 
to  deftroy  it  utterly  ;  then  he  prepared  himfelf  to  return 
to  the  capital  of  his  empire. 

All  this  wl^ile  the  Jewifti  diffenfions  increafed.  Elea-  ^reefac* 
22T  the  fon  of  another  Simon,  a  perfon  of  the  facerdotal  i^^^^'J*.  . 
order,  and  of  great  fenfe  and  courage,  found  means  to  gi^^^^ 
form  a  new  party,  and  to  draw  a  confiderable  number  of  makes  a 
John  of  Gifchala's  men  to  him,  under  pretence  that  this  ftrong  par^ 
laft  was  become  infuppoitably  tyrannical.    With  this  new  (X  ogain/i  - 

J  arty  he  feized  on  the  court  of  the  priefts,  and  confined  -^  ^^** 
ohn  in  that  of  the  Ifraelites.     Eleazar  kept  the  avenues 
fo  well  guarded,  that  none  were  admitted  to  that  part  of 
the  temple,  but  thofe  who  came  to  offer  facrifices ;  and 
it  was^by  thefe  offerings  chiefly,  that  he  maintained  him- 
felf and  his  men.     John  thus  found  himfelf  hemmed  in 
by  two  powerful  enemies,    Eleazar  above,  and  Simon, 
who  was  matter  of  the  city,  below.     He  defended  himfelf 
againil  the  former  by  his  engines  (U),  out  of  which  he 
continued  throwing  ftones   into  his  court ;  and  when  he 
fallied  out  againft  the  latter,  he  fet  all  on  fire  wherever  he 
could  reach  ;  by  thefe  means  he  deftroyed  great  quantities 
of  corn  and  other  provifions,  with  which  they  might  others 
wife  have  held  out  a  fiege  for  feveral  years.     Thus  were 
thefe  three  fa£tions  ever  watching  all  advantages  againft 
each  other.     Simon  had  the  greatefi:  number  of  troops,  Tkeir  cm* 
and  a  large  magazine  of  arms  and  provifions,  his  army  ^'^''^^  ^^ 
confifting  of  ten  thoufand  Zealots,  and  five  thoufand  Idu-  ^^'*'^' 
maeans  j  but  he  was  the  moft  difadvantageoufly  fituated 
of  the  three.     John  had  the  advantage  over  him  in  this  laft 
refpe£b,  but  had  only  fix  thoufand  men,  and  was  forced 
to  get  provifions  for  them  by  his  conftant  failles.    He  was 
fuperior  to  Eleazar  in  number  of  men ;  this  laft  having 

fephus  not  only  gained  his  li-  thetemple  twenty  cubits  higher, 

berty,  but  acquired  the  repu-  Of  this  timber  he  caufed  tow- 

tation  of  a  prophet,  and  was  ers,  and  other  engines,  to  be 

in  high  credit  in  the  Roman  made,  in  order  to  befiege  his 

array  ever  after (7).  competitor  within;    and,   in- 

(U)  John  had  luckily  found  deed,  he  ceafcd   not  harailihs 

a  great  quantity  of  large  cedar-  him,  but  whilft  he  was  forced 

trees,  which  king  Agrippa  had  to  defend  himfelf  againft  Si- 

Qaufed  to  be  brought  from  Le-  mon,  who  befieged  him  from 

banus  at  a  vail  charge,  to  raife  without. 

(7)  Bell.  Jud.  libt  ri.  cap.  s. 

but 


304 


Titus's 

army  and 

pdliis. 


The  Hiftory  of  the  yewL 

but  about  two  thoufand  four  hundred.  But  he  was  tklofe 
ftrongly  fitoated,  and  was  continually  fupplied  with  pro- 
▼itions,  by  the  offerings  which  the  people  conftantly 
brought  to  the  temple «. 

Such  was  the  diftrafted  ftate  of  Jerufalem,  when  Titus 
marched  againft  that  city.  He  had  four  Roman  legions 
under  his  command.  Agrippa,  Soemus,  and  Antiochus 
(the  two  former  of  whom  accompanied  him  in  perfon), 
and  fome  allied  cities,  had  furniihed  him  with  twenty 
regiments  of  foot,  and  eight  of  horfe,  befides  vaft  multl-' 
tudes  of  Arabs,  and  a  feleft  number  of  perfons  of  dif- 
tinflion  from  Italy,  and  other  places',  who  came  to  fig- 
nalize  themfelves  under  his  ftandard.  Titus  ordered  the 
fifth  legion  to  take  the  route  of  Emmaus,  the  tenth  ad- 
Tanced  by  Jericho,  the  other  two  legions  he  led  in  per- 
fon ^  (X)  It  was  now  the  beginning  of  Aj>ril,  and  near 
the  feaft  of  the  Paffover,  to  which  there  was  a  greater  re- 
fort  of  Jews  this  year,  than  had  ever  been  known^  even 
from  beyond  the  Euphrates  (Y). 

Titud 


C  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  vi.  cap.  r. 

(X)  Jofephus,  who  was  an 
fye-witnefs  of  it,  becaufe  he 
was  flill  ordered  to  follow  the 
emperor,  gives  it  us  as  fol- 
lows (8)  :        _ 

The  auxiliaries  marched  firfl, 
and  were  followed  by  the  pio- 
neers, whofe  bufincfs  it  was  to 
level  the  ground  as  they  went. 
After  them  came  the  general 
quarter-maders,  who  marked 
out  their  encampments,  and 
were  followed  by  the  baggage 
of  the  chiefs  of  the  army,  un- 
der a  fuiEcient  efcort* 

Titus  came  next,  attended 
miKh  his  guard,  and  a  feletSt 
number  oftroops,  followed  by 
a  body  of  horfe,  who  marched 
juft  before  the  warlike  engines; 
and  after  thefe  came  the  tri- 
.buncs  and  chiefs  of  the  cohorts, 
.attended  with  a  chofen  number 
of  troops.  Then  appeared  the 
Roman  eagle,  furrounded  with 


^  Ibid.  fin.  &  ca^.  2. 

the  enilgns  of  the  feveral  Ic 

fions,  and  preceded  by  a  num^ 
er  of  trumpets  founding',  and 
followed  by  the  main  body, 
which  marched  in  rank  and 
file  fix  in  a  front.  Laftly, 
came  the  futtlers,  handicrafts, 
&c,  attended  with  a  flroog 
guard  of  foidiers,  which  clofed 
the  whole  march.  In  this  or- 
der they  came  to  Gophna, 
which  had  a  Roman  garrifon ; 
and  on  the  next  day  to  Gi- 
beath-Saul,  about  thirty  fladia, 
or  three  miles  and  a  half  from 
Jerufalem. 

(Y)  The  chiefs  of  the  Jew* 
in  Paleftine  had  written,  it 
feems,  to  invite  all  their  bre- 
thren, every -where,  not  doubt- 
ing but  their  prefence,  and 
freat  concourfe,  would  contri- 
ute  to  quell  the  factious  with- 
in,  as  well  as  oppofe  the  Ro^ 
mans  without;    fo  that  they 


{%)  Ibid«  lib.  i,  in  fin* 


came 


.The  Htjfoty  of  the  JeWi. 

Titu»,  haying  approached  the  city,  went  in  perfon,  to 
reconnoitre  its  ftrength  and  avenues,  attended  only  with 
fix  hundred  horfe  ;  he  feemed  even  to  flatter  himfelf,  that. 
Upon  his  firft  appearance,  the  peaceable  part  of  the  Jews 
Would  open  the  gates  to  him  %  but,  to  his  furprize,  they 
tnade  ib  fudden  and  vigorous  a  fally  againft  him,  that  he 
found  himfelf  furrounded,  in  a  narrow  defile,  and  cut  oflT 
from  his  cavalry  \  fo  that  he  had  no  other  way  left  to  efcape 
their  fury,  but  to  make  a  defperate  effort,  and  fight  his 
way.  At  length,  almoft  by  a  miracle,  he  happily  accom-* 
pliflied  his  retreat,  even  without  receiving  any  wound,  or 
lofing  more  than  two  of  his  men*.  After  this  narrow 
efcape,  he  caufed  his  army  to  draw  nearer  to  Scopas, 
within  feven  ftadia  of  the  city,  in  order  to  befiege  it  in 
form^  whillt  the  rebels  within  were  applauding  themfelves 
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came  floclting  to  thi«  folemnity 
from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Joiephus  reckons  eleven  hun* 
dred  thoufand  who  died  during 
the  fiege. 

They  neither  wanted  arms, 
warlike  engines,  men,  cou- 
lage,  nor  any  thing  but  ex<* 
perience,  to  make  a  brave  de- 
fence. Their  city  was  ftrong- 
ly  iituate  l^'  nature,  furround- 
ed with  three  flout  walls,  and 
many  {lately  and  flrong  towers. 
The  firfl,  of  old  wall,  which, 
on  account  of  its  vail  thicknefs, 
was  looked  upon  as  impregna- 
ble, had  fixty  of  thefe  towers, 
very  lofty,  firm,  and  flrong. 
The  fecond  had  fourteen,  and 
the  third,    eighty.     The  for- 


twenty  geometric  paces,  near 
four  of  our  miles. 

fieiides  thefe  vaft  fortifica- 
tions, there  were  feveral  other 
caflles.  of  extraordinary  flrength^ 
fuch  as  thofe  of  Hippicos,  Pha- 
fael,  Mariamne,  and  Antonia ; 
to  fay  nothing  of  the  royal, 
and  fome  other  flately  and 
well- fortified  palaces.  The 
temple  flill  exceeded  all  the  reft 
in  ftrength,  both  for  fituation, 
its  walls,  towers,  and  othct 
buildings ;  and  was  at  leafl  e- 
qual  to  the  beft  citadels  then 
in  being  (9).  Yet  how  infuf* 
ficient  did  all  thefe,  and  the 
vafl  quantities  of  arms  and  am- 
munition, ^c,  prove,  to  fave 
a  nation,    whom    the   Divine 


mer  of  thefe,   befides  its  ex-    juflice    had    doomed    to    the 
traordinary  height  and  thick-     moft  dreadful  deflrudion  !  Well 


nefs,  was  raifed  on  a  high  and 
deep  mountain,  and  had  a  val- 
ley beneath  it  of  a  prodigious 
depth.  The  other  two  were 
high  and  flrong  in  proportion. 
The  circuit  ot  the  city  was 
thirty-three  fladia,  or  four 
thoufand    one    hundred    and 


Vol.  III. 


might  Titus,  after  he  had  ta- 
ken the  city,  and  came  to  view 
the  incredible  flrength  of  it, 
cry  out,  that  God  rnufl  cer- 
tainly have  fought  for  him, 
fince  no  human  power  or 
flrength  was  equal  to  that  which 
they  had  now  overcome. 

(9}  fi^^  Jofephutj  ibid,  cap.  6. 
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for  their  late  advantage,  which  they  vainly  interpreted  as 
a  good  omen  of  their  future  fuccefs.  The  legion,  whichi 
had  come  by  the  way  of  Jericho,  being  arrived,  he  order- 
ed it  to  encamp  on  tlie  Mount  of  Olives^  which  was 
parted  from  the  town  on  the  eaft  by  the  brook  Cedron, 
and  where  they  were  on  a  fudden  fo  furioufly  ailaulted  by 
the  befieged,  that  they  were  in  danger  of  being  cut  ia 
pieces,  had  not  Titus  come  to  their  refcue. 

It  was  then  that  the  three  factions,  feeing  themfelves 
befieged  by  fo  powerful  an  army,  and  fo  brave  a  general^ 
began  to  think  of  laying  afide  all  private  feuds,  and  join- 
ing together  in  a  vigorous  defence  againft  the  common 
enemy.  This  union,  however,  proved  but  fliort-lived  \ 
for,  on  the  fourteenth  of  April,  which  ufhered  in  th< 
Paflbver,  when  Eleazar  had  opened  the  avenues  of  i»i$ 
court  to  the  great  concourfe  that  came  to  facrifice,  John 
of  Gifchala  found  means  to  introduce  fome  of  his  men 
with  fwords  hid  under  their  cloaks. '  Thefe  immediately 
drew  their  weapons,  fell  on  Eleazar's  party,  and  the  reft 
of  the  people,  filled  the  court  of  the  prieJt»  with  blood 
and  horrid  outcries,  and  took  pofieffion  of  the  place.  By 
this  bloody  and  impious  ftrataggm,  the  three  factions  were 
reduced  to  two,  Eleazar's  men  being  all  either  cut  ofF,  or 
returned  with  their  chief,  to  their  dependence  on  John, 
who  hid  now  no  enemy  but  Simon  within  the  walls. 
From  th^t  time  this  laft  renewed  his  hoftilities  with 
greater  vigour  :  he  now  occupied  the  whole  temple, 
and  the  Valley  of  Cedron.  Simon  had  the  whole  city  to 
range  in,  in  lome  part  of  which  John  had  made  fuch  de-^ 
vaftations,  that  they  ferved  for  a  field  of  battle;  from 
which  they  fallied  unanimoufly  againft  the  common  enemy, 
whenever  occafion  ferved ;  after  which  fallies,  they  re- 
turned to  their  ufual  hdftilities,  turning  their  arms  againft 
each  other,  as  if  they  had  fworn  to  make  their  ruin  more 
eafy  to  the  Romans.  Thefe,  in  the  mean  time,  vi'-ere 
drawing  ftill  nearer  to  the  walls,  having  with  great  la- 
bour and  pains  levelled  all  the  ground.  They  overturned 
hpufes,  pulled  up  hedges,  cut  down  trees,  and  fplit  rocks, 
that  ftood  in  their  way,  from  Scopas  to  the  tomb  of  He- 
rod, and  Bcthara,  or  thi  pool  offerfents  j  in  which  work  fo 
many  hands  were  employed^  that  they  finiflied  it  in  fouc 
days  ^.  ,. 

Mean  while,  Titus  fent  the  befieged  fome  offers  of 
peace  :  Jofephus  was  pitched  upon  to  be  the  meflenger  5 


^  JoT.  fidl.  Jud.  lifaf*  vi.  cap.  f* 


but 
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but  they  were  rejedled  with  indignation.     On  the  mofrow 
they  made  a  ihew  of  accepting  them,  infomuch  that  fomc 
of  the  Romans^  believing  the  Jews  in  earneft,  ventured, 
contrary  to  their  generars  order,  to  enter  the  city,  and 
narrowly  efcaped  with  their  lives.     He  fent  a  fecond  time  offers  of 
Nicanar  and  Jofephus  with  frefh  offers,  when  the  former  peace  r#- 
rcceived  a  wound  in  his  Ihoulder.     Titus  refolving  to  give  jf^td. 
theaffault  (Y),  without  delay  ordered  his  men  to  rafe  the 
fuburbs,  cut  down  all  the  trees,  and  ufe  the  materials  to 
raife  platforms  againft  the  wall.     Every  thing  was  now 
carried  on  with  invincible  ardour  5   the  Romans  began  to 
play  their  engines  againft  the  city  with  all  their  might  \ 
and  it  was  by  one  of  thofe  that  Jefus,  the  fon  of  Ananus, 
who  had  fo  long  foretold  the  deftruftion  of  the  Jewifti  na- 
tion, was  killed  K 

The  Jews  had  likewife  their  machines  upon  the  walls,  ^fi,  jevj$ 
which  they  plied  with  uncommon  fury  :    they  had  taken  dejperate 
them  lately  from  Ceftius,  when  \t  retired  fo  (hamefully  j  defence* 
but  they  were  fo  ignorant  in  their  ufe,  that  they  made  lit- 
tle execution  with  them,  till  they  were  better  inftrufted 
by  fome  Roman  dcferters  5  till  then,  their  chief  fuccefs 
was  owing  to  their  freqi^ent  fallies ;   but  the  Roman  le- 
gions, who  had  all  their  towers  and  machines  before  them, 
made  terrible  havock.    The  leaft  ftones  they  threw  were 
near  a  hundred  weight;  and  thefe  they  could  throw  the 
length  of  two  ftadia,  or  two  hundred 'and  fifty  paces. 
Titus  had  reared  three  towers  fifty  cubits  high  on  the  ^^'.f*'/^ 
terrace ;  one  of  which  happening  to  fall  in  the  middle  of  'j^inand' 
the    night,    greatly  alarmed   the  Romans,    who  imme-  entered* 
diately  ran  to  arms  at  the  noife  ;  but  Titus,  being  apprifed      ' 
of  the  caufe,  difmiffed  them,  and  caufed  it  to  be  fet  up 
again.    Thefe  towers,  being  faced  with  iron,  the  Jews 
tried  in  vain  to  fet  fire  to  them,  but  were  at  length  forced 
to  retire  out  of  the  reach  of  their  fhot ;  fo  that  the  batter-  , 
ing-rams  were  now  at  full  liberty  to  play  againft  the  walL 

<  Bell*  Jud.  lib*  vi.  cap.  7. 


(Y)  The  place  where  Ti- 
tus, after  having  taken  a  full 
view  round  the  city,  chofe  to 
begin  his  attack,  was  towards 
the  tomb  of  the  high-prieft 
John,  both  b^caufe  it  flood  on 
the  lowefl  ground,  and  be- 
caufe  the  outer  wall  was  low, 
siod  not  defended  on  that  fide 


by  the  middlemoft ;  fo  that 
when  the  breach  was  made  on 
the  former,  it  was  eafy  for 
them  to  penetrate  to  the  latter, 
and  fo  come  up  to,  and  make 
themfelves  mafters  of,  the  up- 
per city,  and  next  of  the  tem- 
ple, by  means  of  the  fortrefs 
Antonia. 

X  a  A  bres^ch 
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A  breach  was  foon  made,  at  which  the  Romans  enfered^'^ 
and  the  Jews,  abandoning  this  laft  inclofure,  retired  be- 
hind the  next.     This  lodgement  was  eSefled  about  the 
twenty-eighth  of  April,  a  ifortnight  after  the  beginning  q( 
the  fiege  ". 
John's  de-       John  defended  the  terfiple,  and  the  eaftle  of  Antonia^- 
fenctofthe  and  Simon  guarded  the  reft  of  the  city.     Titus  inarched 
ttmpU,&c.  clofe  to  the   fecond  wall,    and   ufed  his  battering-rams' 
againff  it  fo  fuccefsfuly^  th)%t  one  of  the  tawers,  which 
looked  towards  the  north,  began  to  ftiake.    The  men  whp' 
were  in  it,  made  a  fignal  to  the  Romans,  as  if  they  would 
furrender  j  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fent  Simon  word  to  b^^ 
ready  to  give  them  a  warm  reception.    Titus^  having  dif- 
covered  their  ftratagem,  plied  his  work  more  furiouflyj. 
whilft  the  Jews  that  were  in  the  tower,  fet  it  on  fire^  and 
ne  fecund  flung  themfelves  into  the  flames.    The  tower  falling,  af* 
lualiiakett,  forded  entrance  into  the  fecond  inclofure  \  but  Titus,  who 
was  bent  on  faving  the  city,  would  not  fuffer  any  part  of 
the  wall  or  ftreets  to  be  demoliihed  ;  thus  the  breach  and 
lanes  were  left  fo  narrow,  that  when  his  men  were  vigor- 
oufly  repulfed  by  Simon,  they  had  not  roonv  to  make  a 
quick  retreat,by  which  means  a  number  of  them  were  killed* 
This  overCght  was  quickly  reftified,  and  the  attack  renewed 
with  fuch  vigour,  that  the  place  was  carried  four  days  af-- 
tcr  their  firft  repulfe  ". 
Tamintand      The  famine  raging  in  a  terrible  manner  in  the  city, 
fifiiUnct.     was  foon  followed  by  a  peftilence  5    and*  as  thefe   two- 
dreadful  judgments  inereafed,  fo  did  the  rage  df  the  fac- 
tious, who,  by  their  inteftine  feuds,  had  deftroyed  fucE 
quantities  of  provifion,  that  they  were  forced  to  prey  upoa 
the   people    with   the    moft   unheard-of  cruelty.    They 
forced  the  houfes,  and,  if  they  found  any  victuals  in  then)» 
they  butchered  the  owners  for  not  apprifing"  them  of  it  y 
^  and,  if  they  found  nothing  but  bare  walls,  which  was  al- 
moft  every-where  the  cafe,  they  put  them  to  the  moft  fe- 
vere  tortures,  under  pretence  that  they  had  fame  provifion 
concealed  °. 

Titus,  who  knew  their  mifcrable  conditiorf,  and  wa^ 
ftill  willing  to  fpare  them,  gave  them  four  days  to  cooJ  \ 
during  which  he  caufed  his  army  to  be  muftered,  andpro«r 
vifions  to  be  diftributed  to  them  in  fight  of  the  Jews,  \(rho 
flocked  upon  the  walls  to  fee  the  diilribution  \  and  it  is 
thought,  that  even  the  moft  flagitious  among  the  Zealots^ 
were  fo  affefkcd  at  the  fight  of  it,  that  they  would  have 

• 

^  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  vi.  cap.  8»  &  9.    •  Ibid4  cap.  i  o.    ^  Ibid.  cap.  i  r« 

agreed 
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agreed  to  a  furrender,  could  they  have  depended  upon  that 
pardon,  which  their  horrid  deeds  made  them  quite  defpair 
«f  obtaining.     Jofephus  was  fent  to  fpeak  once  more  to  Jofephvs^s 
them,  and  to  exhort  them  not  to  run  into  inevitable  rUin,  fpeechtotht 
by  obftinately  perfifting  in  the  defence  of  a  place,  which  *^f?^^- 
could  hold  out  but  a  very  little  while,  and  which  the  Ro- 
mans looked  upon  already  as  their  own.     His,  ftubborti 
countrymen,    after  many  bitter  inye£lives,  began  tp  dart 
■their  arrows  at  himj:  yet,  not  at  all  difcouraged,  he  went 
on  with  greater  vehemence  ;  but  all  the  eiFeft  his  remon-  • 

ftrance  produced,  was  only  thatit  prevailed  on  great  num- 
bers to  ileal  away  privately  to  the  Romans,  whiJft  the  reft 
l>ecame  only  the  more  defperate  and  refolu,t«  to  .hold  out 
%o  the  laft  extremity. 

To  haften  therefore  their  deftined  ruin,  Titus  caufed  ^he  city 
,the  city  to  be  furrounded  with  a  ftrong  wall,  to  prevent  immured. 
cither  their  receiving  any  fuccours  or  provifion  from  abroad, 
or  their  efcaping  his  refentment  by  flight  (Z).  There 
was  now  nothing  to  be  feen  through  the  ftreets  of  Jeru-' 
ialem,  but  heaps  of  dead  bodies  rotting  above-ground, 
walking  fkeletons,  and  dying  wretches.  As  many  as  were 
taken  by  the  Romans  in  their  fallies,  Titus  caufed  to  be 
jcrucified  in  fight  of  the  town,  to  ftrike  terror  into  tKe  reft  > 
but  the  Zealots  gave  it  out,  that  they  were  tbofc  who  fled 
to  him  for  protection.  Titus  being  informed  of  this  mif- 
reprefentation,  fent  a  prifoner  with  his  hapds  cut  off  to 
undeceive  and  afliire  them,  that  he  fpSred  all  that  volun- 
tarily came  over  to  him  }  a  declaration  which  encouraged 
great  numbers  to  accept  his  ofl^ers,  though  the  avenues 
were  clofely  guarded  by  the  infurgents,  who  put  all  to 
death  who  were  caught  going  on  that  errand  p.     Even  . . 

thofe  who  escaped  fafe  to  the  Roman  cam,p,  were  butchered  butcheries 
by  the  foldiers,  from  a  notion  that  they  had  fwallow^  within  and 
great  quantities  of  gold  ;   infomuch  that  two  thoufand  of  Rmth^uU 
them  were  ripped  up  in  one  night  ^.     When  Titus  was 
apprifed  of  this  barbarity,  he  would  have  condemned  all 
the  perpetrators  to  death  \  "but  they  proved  fo  numerous, 
that  he  was  forced  to  fpare  them,  and  contented  himfelf 
with  fending  a  proclamation  through  his  camp,  that  as 

P  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  vi.  cap.  12,  &  feq,  n  Ibid.  cap.  15, 

(Z)  This  wall,  which  wa»  ed  in  three  days  5    by  which 

near  forty  ftadia,  or  five  miles  one  may  guefs  at  the  ardour  of 

in  circuit,  was  yet  carried  on  the  befiegers   to  make  them- 

with  fuch   fpeed,   and  by  fo  felves  matters  of  the  city. 


many  hands,  that  it  was  finifh* 


X  3  many 
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many  as  fliould  be  fufpefted  thenceforward  of  that  hor- 
rid villainy,  fliould  be  put  to  immediate  death.  All  this 
while  the  defeftion  increafed  ftill  more,  through  the  in- 
humanity of  the  faction  within,  who  made  the  miferie'i 
and  dying  groans  of  their  ftarving  brethren  the  fubjc£k  of 
their  cruel  mirth,  and  exercifed  upon  their  bodies  every 
fpecies  of  wanton  barbarity. 
-  . .  When  they  found,  that  neither  their  guards  nor  feveri- 

fiiisfitl'f.  ^ics  could  prevent  the  people's  flight,  they  had  recourfc  tor 
*  another  ftratagem,  equally  impious  and  cruel ;  which  was, 
to  hire  a  pack  of  vile  pretenders  to  prophecy,  to  go  about 
and  encourage  the  defpairing  remains  of  the  people  to  ex- 
peft  a  fpeedy  and  miracv^lous  deliverance ;  and  this  im- 
poilure  proved  a  more  fuccefsful  expedient  with  that  in- 
fatuated nation,  than  their  other  precautions '  (A).  It 
was  at  this  melancholy  jundure,  that  an  unhappy  mother 
wasreduced  to  the  extremity  of  butchering  and  eating  her 
9wit  child,    own  child. 

When  this  fliocking  incident  was  known  in  the  city,  it 
excited  univerfal  horror  and  confternation.  The  inhabi- 
tants confidered  themfelves  as  forfaken  by  the  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, and  expected  the  moft  terrible  effefts  of  his  anger 
againft  the  poor  remains  of  their  nation  ;  infomuch  that 
they  began  to  envy  thofe  that  had  perifhed,  and  to  wifli 
their  turn  might  come  before  the  expefted  cataflrophe. 
Their  fears  were  juft  j  fince  Titus,  at  the  hearing  of  thig 

»  Jof.  BcU.  Jud.  lib.  vii.  cap.  7. 


A  mothtr 
tats  fur 


(A)  Nothing  could  be  more 
dreadful  than  thefamifhed  con- 
dition they  were  now  reduced 
to.  The  poor,  having  nothing 
to  truft  to  but  the  mercy  of  the 
Romans,  or  a  fpeedy  death,  ran 
all  hazards  to  get  out  of  the 
city;  and  if  in  their  flight, 
and  wandering  out  for  herbs, 
or  any  other  fuflenance,  they 
tell  into  the  hands  of  any  of 
Titus's  parties,  fent  about  to 
guard  the  avenues,  they  were 
unmercifully  fcourged  and  cru- 
cified, if  they  made  the  lead 
reflilance. 

The  rich  within  the  walls 
were  now  forced,  though  in  a 
private  manner,  to  give  half, 


or  all  they  were  worth,  for  a 
meafure  of  wheat,  and  the 
middling  fort  for  one  of  barley. 
This  they  were  forced  to  con- 
vey into  fome  private  place  in 
their  houfes,  and  to  feed  upon 
it  as  it  was,  without  daring  to 
pound  or  grind,  much  lefs  to 
boil  or  bake  it,  left  the  noife  or 
fmell  fhould  allure  the  rapa- 
cious Zealots.  Not  that  thefc 
were  reduced  to  any  real,  want 
of  provifions,  but  they  had  a 
double  end  in  thjs  barbarity, 
the  ftarving  what  they  cruelly 
ftyled  all  ulelefs  perfons  ;  and 
the  keeping  their  own  ftores  in 
referve, 

inhuman 
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inhuman  deed,  fwore  the  total  extirpation  of  cfty  and  peo-  77//// 
pie.  **  Since,"  faid  he,  «*  they  have  fo  often  refufed  my  pt»tars  tht 
offers  of  pardon,  and  have  preferred  war  to  peace,  re-  ^y'^/^/^/^1 
bellion  to  obedience,  and  famine  to  plenty,  I  am  deter- 
mined  to  bury  that  curfed  metropolis  under  its  ruins,  that 
the  fun  may  never  (hoot  his  beams  on  a  city  where  the  mo- 
thers feed  on  the  flefli  of  their  children ;  and  the  fathers, 
no  Icfs  guilty  than  they,  choofe  to  drive  them  to  fuch  ex- 
tremities, rather  than  lay  down  their  arms.''  In  like  man- 
ner did  that  good-natured  general  expoftulate  with  the 
Deity  for  the  other  cruelties!  which  he  faw  and  heard  were 
committed  in  that  wretched  metropolis,  efpecially  at  fight 
of  vaft  numbers  of  dead  bodies,  which,  for, want  of  bury*- 
ing  room,  they  were  forced  to  throw  down  from  their 
walls  into  the  adjacent  valleys  ;  taking  heaven  to  witnefs, 
that  he  was  innocent  of  all  thofe  horrid  calan^ities  which 
that  infatuated  nation  had  brought  upon  themfdves  •. 

About  the  end  of  July,  the  Romans,  having  repeated  Fort  Ant§' 
dieir  attacks  with  frefh  vigour,  made  themfelves  mafters  »'« t^kia. 
oi  the  fortrefs  Antonia ;  a  circumftance  which  obliged  the 
Jews  to  fet  fire  to  thofe  ftately  galleries,  which  joined  it 
to  the  temple,  left  they  (hould  afford  an  eafy  paffiige  to 
the  befiegers  ^     About  the  fame  time  Titus,  with  much 
difficulty,  procured  materials  (B)  for  raifing  new  mounds 
and  terraces,  in  order  to  forward  the  fiege,  and  fave,  if 
pofBble,  the  fad  remains  of  that  ftrufture ;    but  his  pity 
ferved  only  to  render  thofe  obftinate  wretches  more  and 
more  defperate.    Titus  at  length  caufed  fire  to  be  fet  to  Gates  fei 
the   gates,    after  having  had  a  very  bloody  encounter,  in  on  fin. 
which  his  mdn  were  repulfed  with  lofs.     The  Jews  were 
fo  terrified  at  this  conflagration,  that  they  fuffered  thefti- 
felves  to  be  devoured  by  the  flames  without  Ijcnding  a 
helping  hand,  either  to  extinguifh  them,  or  to  fave  their 
own  Jives  ".     About  the  fame  time,  Matthias  the  high* 

*  Bfill.  Jvd.  in  4n.     %  Ibid.  lib.  y\u  cap.  5,  &  feq.      v  ibid.  cap.  9. 


(B)  The  grcatcft  part  of 
thofe  that  had  ferved  hitherto 
for  the  fiege,  were  either  con- 
fumed,  or  rendered  unfit  for 
iervice.  The  fuburbs,  and 
adjacent  parts  of  Jerufalem, 
which  abounded  with  the  mofl 
t^eautiful  garden?,  orchards, 
and  greatelx  variety  of  fruit 
«nd  other'  ti^es,  had  been  al- 
ready flripped  of  all  their  or- 


naments for  the  fame  ufe,  and 
were  now  reduced  into  a  wil- 
dernefs.  Titus  therefore  could 
not  cairy  on  his  works  with  the 
fame  fpeed  and  vigour,  becaufe 
he  was  forced  to  fend  his  men 
for  timber,  and  other  mate- 
rials, at  a  great  di  fiance,  evei> 
fo  far  as  ninety  ftadia,  or  be- 
tween eleven  and  twelve  miles 

^  4  pricft. 
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yofephus 


^ht  temple 
flundired. 
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priefl;>  who  had  encouraged  the  people  to  introduce  SW 
mon  into  the  city,  met  with  a  fuitable  requital  from  that 
monfter  of  cruelty,  being  firft  tortured,  and  then  con- 
demned to  death,  together  with  three  of  his  fons,  the 
fourth  having  happily  conveyed  himfelf  out  of  reach. 
The  pretence  was,  their  holding  correfpondence  with  the 
Romans.  The  reverend  old  pontiff  only  begged,  as.  the- 
lad  favour,  that  he  might  be  put  to  death  before  his  fens  i- 
but  was  denied  both  that  requeft,  and  the  coinmon  rites 
of  burial.  Ananias,  with  about  feventeen  perfona  of  rank 
and  merit,  were  put  to  death  *  j  befides  many  more,  for 
having  been  caught  weeping  for  their  deceaied  friencb* 
AH  this  while  Jofephus  did  not  ccafe  exhorting  them  to 
furrender.  He  rcprefented  the  dreadful  confeqyences  of 
an  obilinate  refi (lance,  and  affured  them ;  that  it  was  out' 
of  his  mere  compaflion  to  them,  that  he  thus  hazarded 
bis  own  life  to  fave  them  from  deftrufkiont  In  the  midft 
of  his  remonftrance,  he  received  one  day  fuch  a  wound 
in  his  head  by  a  ftone  from  the  battlements,  as  kid  hini^ 
fenfelefa  on  the  ground.  The  Jews  fallied  out  immedir 
ately  to  feize  his  body ;  but  the  Romans  proved  too  qukb 
for  them,  and  carried  him  off  ^.        • 

By  this  time  the  two  factions  within,  having  plundered 
rich  and  poor  of  all  they  had,  fpll  upon  the  treafury  of 
the  temple,  whence  John  took  a  great  quantity  of  golden 
utenfils,  together  with  thofe  magnificent  gifts  which  had 
been  prefented  to  thatfacred  place  by  the  Jewifh  kings,  by 
Auguftus,  Livia,  and  many  other  foreign  princes^  and 
converted  them  all  to  his  own  ufe.  The  repofitories  of 
the  facred  oil,  which  was  to  maintain  the  lamps,  and  of  the 
wine,  Avhich  was  r^ferved  to  accompany  the  ufual  facrir 
fices,  were'likewife  fcized  upon,  and  applied  to  common 
ufe ;  and  the  laft  was  ufed  to  intoxication.  All  this . 
while,  not  only  the  Zealots,  but  many  of  the  people,  were 
ftill  under  fuch  infatuation,  that  though  the  fortrefs  An- 
tonia  was  loft,  and  nothing  left  but  the  temple,  which 
the  Romans  were  preparing  implements  to  batter  down, 
yet  they  could  not  perfuade  tbemfelves,  thct  God  would 
fuffer  tl:iat  holy  place  to  be  taken  by  heathens,  and  ftill 
expe£led  fome  fudden  and  miraculous  deliverance.  When 
Jofephus  was  feut  for  the  laft  time  to  upbraid  the  mif- 
creant  John  for  his  obftinately  expofing  that  facred 
building,  and  the  miferable  remains  of  God's  people,  to 
fudden  and  fure  dellruclion ;  he  only  anfwered  him  with 
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the  btttereft  inveftives,  adding,  that  he  was  defending  tlie 
Lord's  Tineyard,  which  he  was  fure  could  not  be  taken 
by  any  human  force.     Jofcphus  in  yain  reminded  him  of  jofephus*$ 
the  many  ways  by  which  he  had  polluted  both  city  and  Jpeech  to 
temple  ^  and  in  particular  of  the  feas  of  blood  which  he  ^^'^-      * 
had  caufed  to  be  fhed  in  both  thofe  iacred  places,  and 
which,  he  afiured  him  from  ibe  old  prophecies,  were  a 
certain  fign  and  forerunner  of  their  fpeedy  furrender  and 
defiru£tion.     John  remained  as  inflexible,  as  if  all  the 
prophets  had  affured  him  of  a  deliverance.     However,  a  Somi  e/fhf 
great  number  of  the  people  were  fo  moved  by  Jofephus's  f^^fi^^     * 
difcourfe,  that  they  fled  prefently  after  to  the  Romans,  fu'^Vj^^ 
and  araongO:  them  tome  perfons  of  rank  and  figure,  par-  ffians. 
ticularly  Jof(?ph  the  fon'of  Cabbi,  and  Jefus  the  fon  of 
Damneus,  who  had  been  both  high-priefts.     Titus  gav^ 
them  a  gracious  reception,  and  fent  them  to  Gophna,  a 
place  fituate  between  Samaria  and  Lydda,  till  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  war  5  but  he  was  forced  to  fend  for  th^m 
back,  to  contradiA  a  report,  which  the  rebels  had  fpread^ 
of  tberr  hartng  been  put  to  death  *. 

At  length  Titus,  ^  forefeeing  the  inevitable  ruin  of  that  Titus  nuiU 
(lately  edifice,  which  he  was  ftill  extremely  deiirous  to  ^^^S  tofani9 
fave,  vouchfafed  to  fpeak  to  them  with  his  own  mouth,  ^^  ^'«/«^* 
and  perfuade  them  to  furrender.     But  looking  upon  this' 
condefcenfion  as  the  efFefks  of  his  fear,  rather  than  gene- 
rofity,    they  only  grew  the  more  furious  upon  it^  aiui 
forced  him  at  laft  to  come  to  thofe  extremities,  which  he 
had  hitherto  endeavoured  to  avoid.    That  his  army,  which 
was  to  attack  the  temple,  might  have   the  freer  paflTage 
towards  it  through  the  cai^e  Antonia,  he  caufed  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  wall  to  be  pulkd  down,  and  levelled  \ 
but  it  proved  fo  ftrong,  that  it  took  him  up  feven  whole 
days,  by  which  time  they  were  far  advanced  in  the  month 
of  July.  ' 

It  was  on  the  feventeenth  day  of  that  month  that  the  The  dmty 
daily  facrifice  ceafed  for  the  firft  time,  fince  its  reftoration  f^crifice  i«- 
by  the  brave  Maccabitifh  chief,  there  being  no  proper  per-  ^^^^P^^^* 
fon  left  in  the  temple  to  make  the  offering,    Titus  ex- 
horted John  to  fet  up  whom  he  would  to  perform  that 
office,  rather  than  fuffer  the  fervice  of  Gk>d  to  be  fet  afide ; 
and  then  challenged  him  and  his  party  to  come  out  of  the 
temple,  and  fight  on  a  more  proper  ground,  and  thereby 
fave  that  facred  edifice  from  the   fury  of  the  Roman 
troops^.    Thefe  remoaftrances  producing  no  ttk(k^  the 
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befiegers  fet  fire  again  to  the  gallery  that  yielded  a  com«« 
munication  betnreen  the  temple  and  the  caftle  i\ntonia. 
The  Jews  had  already  burnt  about  twenty  cubits  of  it  in 
length ;  but  this  fecond  blaze,  which  was  likewife  en- 
couraged by  the  befieged,  confumed  about  fourteen  more; 
and  what  remained  {landing  was  eafily  overthrown.     On 
the  twcnty-feventh  of  July,  the  Jews,  having  filled  part  of 
the  weftern  portico  with  combuftible  matter,  made  a  ihew 
of  retiring,  at  which  fome  of  the  forwarded  of  the  Ro- 
ttfiRrm       mans  fcaled  up  to  the  top  ;  then  the  Jews  fetting  fire  to 
§ut'wittid.  ^jjg  combuftibles,  the  flame  blazed  up  with  fuch  fury,  that 
many  Romans  were  confumed,  and  the  reft,  venturing  to 
leap  down  from  the  battlements,  were  crufhed  to  death  \ 
JTinftt  to        Next  day,  Titus  having  fet  fire  to  the  north  gallery^ 
tki  ttmpU    which  inclofed  the  outer  court  of  the  temple,  from  fort 
|[«/«Jt  Antonia  to  the  valley  of  Cedron,  gained  an  eafy  admit* 

tance  into  it,    and  forced  the  befieged  into  that   of  the 
priefts.     He  tried  in  vain  for  fix  days  to  batter  down  one 
of  the  galleries  of  the  precinA  with  an  helepolis :  he  was 
forced  to  mount  his  battering-rams  on  the  terrace,  which 
was  raifed  by  this  time ;  and  yet  the  ftrength  of  this  wall 
was  fuch,  tnat  it  eluded  the  force  of  thefe  alfo-    When 
they  found  that  neither  rams  nor  fapping  could  fucceed, 
they  attempted  fcaling ;  but  were  vigoroufly  repulfed  in 
the  attempt,  with  the  lofs  of  fome  ftandards,  and  a  number 
of  men.     At  length  Titus  fet  fire  to  the  gates,  which,  be- 
ing plated  with  filver,  burnt  all  that  night,  whilft  the 
metal  dropped  down  as  it  melted.    The  flame  foon  com- 
municated itfelf  to  the  porticos  and  galleries,  which  the 
befieged  beheld  without  ofieriyg  to  ftop  it ;  but  contented 
themfelves  with  fending  vollies  of  impotent  curies  againft 
the   Romans.     Next  day  Titus,  having  given  orders  to 
Tttus  calls   extinguiih  the  fire,  called  a  council,  to  determine  whether 
m  counciL     the  remainder  of  the  temple  fhould  be  faved  or  demolifhed. 
That  general  was  ftill  inclined  to  fpare  it ;  but  a  great  ma- 
jority declared  for  its  deftruftion.     They  alleged  that  it 
was  no  longer  a  temple,  but  a  foene  of  v/ar  and  flaughter, 
and  that  the  Jews  would  never  be  at  reft,  as  long  as  any 
part  of  it  was  left  ftandinji: ;  but  when  they  found  Titus 
bent  on  preferving  fo  noble  an  edifice,  againft  which,  he 
told  them,  he  could  have  no  quarrel,  they  all  fubmitted 
Jews  fi'    ^   ^^^  opinion.     It  was  determined  to   give  a  general 
fulfed.        aflault  on  the  tenth  day  of  Auguft :  on  the  preceding 
night,  the  Jews  made  two  defpcrate  failles  on  the  Ro- 
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mans ;  in  the  laft  of  which  thefe,  being  timely  fuccoured 
by  Titus,  drove  them  back  into  their  inclofure  ^. 

One  of  the  Roman  foldiers,  of  his  own  accord,  took  up  ^^^  temtk 
a  blazing  fire-brand,  and,  mounting  on  his  comrade's  flioul-  pt  onjirg, 
ders,  threw  it  into  one  of  the  apartments  that  furrounded 
the  fanduary,  through  a  window :  immediately  the  whole 
north  fide  was  in  a  flame,  up  to  the  third  ftory  **.  Titus, 
who  had  gone  to  repofe  himfelf  in  his  pavillion,  was 
awaked  at  the  noife,  and  ran  immediately  to  give  orders 
that  the  fire  ihould  be  extinguiihed.  He  called,  prayed, 
threatened,  and  even  ftruck  his  men,  but  in  vain  5  the 
confufion  was  fo  great,  and  the  foldiers  were  fo  obftinately 
bent  upon  deftroying  all  that  was  left,  that  he  was  neither 
minded  nor  heard.  Thofe  that  flocked  thither  from  the 
.    camp,  inftead  of  obeying  his  orders,  were  bufy,  either 

in  killing  the  Jews,  or   increafing  the   flames.     When  Titns^n* 
Titus  obferved,  that  all  his  endeavours  were  in  vain,  he  ^f^^  int9 
entered  the  fanftuary,  and  the  moft  holy  place,  in  which  ^"^  f*"^^ 
he  found  ftill  fuch  rich  and  fumptuous  utenfils,  as  even  ^* 
exceeded  all  that  he  had  heard.    Out  of  the  former  he 
faved  the  golden  candleftick,  the  table  of  fhew-bread,  the 
altar  of  perfumes,  all  of  pure  gold,  and  the  book  or  vo- 
lume of  thp  law,  wrapped  up  in  a  rich  gold  tifl"ue  %  but  in  ' 
the  latter  he  found  no  utenfils,  becaufe,  in  all  probability, 
they  had  not  pade  a  frefh  ark,  fince  that  of  Solomon  had 
been  loft.     Upon  his  coming  out  of  that  facred  place,  ^kefimSb^ 
feme  other  foldiers  fet  fire  to  it,  and  obliged  thofe  who  ^ry  fn^rm. 
had  ftaid  behind  to  come  out ;  then  they  began  to  plun- 
der, tearing  even  the  gold  plating  off  the  gates  and  timber- 
work,  and  carried  ofF  all  the*coftly  utenfils  and  robes,  in- 
fomuch  that  there  was  not  one  of  them  that  did  not  en- 
rich himfelf  by  the  pillage  *. 

A  horrid  maflacre  enfued,  in  which  many  thoufands  A  horrid 
periflicd ;  fome  by  the  flames,  others  by  the  fall  from  the  ^oJP»cr§. 
battlements,  and  a  greater  number  by  the  enemy's  fword, 
y'^hich  deftroyed  all,  without  diftin<ftion  of  age,  fex,  or 
quality.  Among  them  were  upwards  of  fix  thoufand 
perfons,  who  had  been  feduced  thither  by  a  falfe  prophet, 
who  promifed  that  they  fhould  find  a  fpeedy  and  mira- 
culous relief  there  on  that  very  day.  Some  of  them  re- 
mained five  days  on  the  top  01  the  walls,  and  afterwards 
threw  themfelves  on  the  general's  mercy  5  but  were  an- 
fwered,  that  they  had  out-ftaid  the  time,  and  were  led  to 
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The  trea-    exccntion.    The  vidors  carried  their  fury  to  foch  a  height^ 

Jure-koufes   as  to  burn  all  the  treafure-houfes,  though  they  were  fuU 

^^»         of  the  richcft  furniture,  plate,  veftments,  and  other  things 

of  value,  which  had  been  ladd  up  la  thofe  places  for  ft* 

cnrhy.    In  a  word,  they  did  not  ceafe  burning  ai>d  b«t* 

chering,  till  they  had  ^eftroyed  all,  except  two  of  the 

temple-gates,   and  ^bat  part  of  the   court  which    was 

AftriB        deflined  for  the  women.    Ifi  memory  of  this  deftra£tton, 

/a/?*^p/  on  2nd  that  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  the  Jcvs  keep  a  fole<Dn  faft 

"  ^*      on  the  ninth  of  the  month  Ah,  atifwering,  in  part,  to  our 

Auguil,  which  lails  full  twentyrfour  hours  ^  diirii^  wbicl^ 

time  they  neither  eat,  drink,  nor  nfe  the  lead  refreib* 

ment;  but  the  ftri£left  of  them   conlinue  barefoot,  is 

prayers  and  tears,  from  fun-fetting  to  the.hext  fun-fet^ 

nefaS'f        In  the  mean  time  the  rebels  made  fuch  a  vigorous  puib^ 

•us,4ijkt  m  that  they  cfcaped  the  fury  of  the  Romans,  at  Icaft  for  the 


farlym 


defperaie 
rtjviution*. 


prvfent,  and  retired  into  the  city  ;  but  they  found  aU  the 
avenues  of  it  fo  well  guarded,  that  there  was  no  poffii* 
biHty  left  for  them  to  efcape  ;  fo  that,  in  order  t&  fecufe 
th«mfelves,  they  made  a  lodgement  on  the  fouth-»fide  of 
it,  from  whence  Simon,  7m^  John  of  Gifchala,  fent  to  de- 
fire  a  parly  with  Titus.  They  were  anfwered,  that  though 
they  had  been  the  caufe  of  much  bloodOied  and  rutn>  yet 
they  ihould  have  their  lives  fpared,  if  they  Is^id  down  their 
arms,  and  furrcndered  .themfelves  prifoners.  They  r&* 
plied,  that  they  bad  engaged  themfelves,  by  the  moft  fi** 
lemn  oaths,  never  to  furrcnder ;  and  therefore  only  begged 
leave  to  retire  into  the  mountarins  with  their  wives  and 
children :  which  infolcncc  fo  exafperated  the  Roman  gc- 
iteral,  that  he  caufed  a  herald  to  bid  them  ftand  to  their 
defence^  for  that  not  one  of  them  fhould  be  fpared,  fince 
they  had  rejefted  his  laft  offers  of  pardon.  In>med lately 
he  abandoned  the  city  to  the  fury  of  his  foldiers,  who 
completed  the  defolatioB  they  had  begun  (C) ;  whilft  the 

rebels, 

r  Vide  Mehillath  Tahanithi  fub.  menf.  Ab.  Maimonj  Buxtorf, 


(C)  Jofephus  tells  us,  how- 
ever, that  he  fpared  the  family 
of  Izates,  king  of  Adiabene, 
with  feveral  other  perfons-  of 
diilin^'lion,  who  came  and  fur- 
rendered  themfelves  to  his  mer- 
cy;  but  he  kept  them  all  pri- 
foners.  * 

He  likewifc*  difraiffed  above 


forty  thoufand  of  the  iiife* 
rior  fort,  who  implored  his 
pardou,  and  gave  them  leave 
to  go  and  fettle  where .  they 
would.  The  truth  is,,  that  they 
had  already  gorged  themfelve* 
with  fo  much  blood,  that  the 
ftreams,  which  ran  along  the 
ftrfeers,  did  even  extinguilh-  the 

fire. 


fh  Hi/iary  of  the  J^l.  3 1 7 

rebek)  wfco  were  left,  fortified  themfelves  In  the  royal 
palacCf  where  they  killed  eight  thoufand  Jews^  who  had 
there  taken  refuge  <:. 

la  the  mean  time  great  preparations  were  making  for  a  ffh^  higf^ 
vigorous  attack  on  the  upper  city,  efpecially  on  the  royal  city  taktiu 
pab^  \  and  thefe  employed  the  befiegcrs  from  the  twen- 
tieth of  Auguft  to  the  feventh  of  September;   during 
which  tin>e  great  numbers  made  their  fubmidion  to  Titus* 
SoQ^e  of  the  Edomites,  and  two  priefts,  upon  promife  of 
being  fparedt  difco<^ered  to  him  a  private  place  in  the  wall 
of  the  tempkj  where  they  found  two  candlefticks,  fome 
tabl^i  cups,  and  other  veifels  of  mafly  gold,  with  many 
precious  j^ones,  rich  garments,  and  coilly  furniture.     By 
this  time  the  warlike  engines  played  fo  furioufly  on  the 
Zealots,  that  they  were  feized  with  a  fudden  panic  ;  and, 
inftead  of  fleeing  into  the  towers  of  Hippicos,  Phafael,  or     a.  D, 
Mariamne,  which  were  yet  unt^ken,  and  h  ftrong,  that       71* 
nothing  but  famine  could  have  reduced  them,  they  ran  ■ 

like  madmen  towards  Siloab,  with  a  defign  to  attack  the 
wall  of  circumvallation,  and  efcape  out  of  the  city;  but, 
being  there  repulfed,  they  were  forced  to  hide  themfelves 
in  the  public  finks,  and  common  fewers.     All  the  reft  the 
Romans  could  find  were  put  to  the  fword,  and  the  city 
fet  on  fire.    This  was  on  the  eighth  of  September,  when  ^^^  ^^  *^ 
the  city  wa«  taken  and  entered  by  Titus*    He  would  have  Qnfirt. 
put  ari  end  to  the  maflacre,  but  his  men  killed  all,  except 
th«  moft  vigorous,  whom  they  (hut  up  in  the  porch  of  the 
women.    Fronto,  who  had  the  care  of  them,  referved  the 
youn^fiii  and  moft  beautiful,  for  Titus's  triumph ;  and  Prifoners 
lent  all  that  were  above  feventeen  years  of  age  into  Egypt,  fent  into 
to  be  employed  in  fome  public  works ;  a  great  number  of  ^EJP^»  ^^» 
others  were  fent  into  feveral  cities  of  Syria,  and  other 
provinces,  to  be  expofed  on  the  public  theatres,  to  fight 
like  gladiators,   or  be  devoured  by  wild  beafts^     The 
number  of  thofe  prifoners  amounted  to  ninety-feven  thou- 
(and,   befides  about  eleven   thoufand  who   were   either 
ftarved  through  negleft,  or  ftarved  themfelves  through 
(ullenncfs  and  defpair  (D).  St' 

s  Bell.  Jud.  ubi  fupra,  cap.  13.  ^  Ibid.  cap.  16,  Sc  17. 

fire.     And  as  for  the  prifonersy        (D)  Jofcphus  was  by  this 

they  were  fo  very  numerous  al-  time  in  fuch  high  favour  with 

ready,  that  they  could  not  find  Titus,  that  he  obtained  the  li- 

buyers  for  them,  though  they  berty  of  feveral  of  his  friends 

offered  them    at    the    lowcll  and  relations,  and  in  particular 

price*.  of  his  brother  Matthias,  with- 
-    •  out 
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Suetonius  and  Cornelius  Nepos  reckon  but  fix  hundred 
thoufand  flain  and  prifoners  in  the  courfe  of  this  war ;  but, 
confidering  the  diftance  of  time  and  place  in  which  they 
wrote,  it  will  be  eafily  granted,  that  they  could  not  be  fo 
well  acquainted  with  it  as  Jofephus,  who  was  a  Jew,  and 
an  eye-witnefs.  Whether  this  laft  has  exaggerated  it  in 
compliment  to  Titus  and  the  Romans,  we  will  not  pre- 
tend to  fay.  A  curious  author  has  fince  taken  the  paiiis 
to  make  a  frefh  computation,  extrafted  from  him,  of  all  the 
Jews  that  periflied  in  the  feveral  places  throughout  that 
kingdom,  and  clfewhere,  from  the  beginning  to  the  con- 
clufion  Qf  the  war  ^ ;  in  which  we  believe  our  readers  wiD 
be  glad  to  fee  the  whole  amount  of  the  feveral  bloody  ar- 
ticles, as  it  were,  at  one  view.    They  are  as  follows : 

Jtws  At  Jerufalem,  put  to  death  by  Florus's  orders  630 

kiUed  in       By  the  inhabitants  of  Caefarea,  in  hatred  to  the  Jews  20,000 

Vf/^'a  ^^    ^^  Scythopolis  in  Syria  30,000 

^    *^*        By  the  inhabitants  of  Afcalon  in  Paleftine  2,500 

By  thofe  of  Ptolemais  2,ood 

At  Alexandria  in  Egypt,  under  Alexander,  an  1 

apoftatejew  .         j  5o.ooo 

AtDamafcus  10,000 

At  the  taking  of  Joppa  8,400 

In  the  mountain  of  Cabulo  '  2,000 

In  a  fight  at  Afcalon  10,000 

Inanambuih  8,000 

At  the  taking  of  Ajphefc  i5>ooo 

Upon  Mount  Garizzim  1 1,600 

Drowned  at  Joppa  by  a  fudden  ftorm  4,200 

Slain  at  Tarichaea  6,500 

Slain,  or  killed  themfelves  at  Gamala,  where  none  1 

were  faved  but  two  fillers  j  ^* 

Killed  in  their  flight  from  Gifchala  2>ooo 

At  the  fiege  of  Jotapa,  where  Jofephus  commanded  30,000 
Of  the  Gadarenes,  befides  vaft  numbers  that '/ 

droMmed  themfelves  3     3>^® 

In  the  villages  of  Idumaea  10,000 

At  Gerafium  i^ooo 

i  Jafttts  Lipfius de  Conftantia,  lib.  ii.  cap.  si. 

out  any  ranfom.    That  emjje-  city  and  tcrtple,  but  he  con- 
fer had   likewife    given  him  tented  himfelf  with  the  volume 
leave  to  fave  what  he  thought  of  the  facred  writings* 
proper  out  of  the  ruins  of  the 

At 
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At  Machaeron  x>700 

In  the  defcrt  of  Jardes  3jOoo 

Slew  themfelves  at  MafTada  960 

In  Cyrene,  put  to  death  by  the  governor  Catulus  3)000 

Periflied  at  Jerufalem  by  fword,  famine,  pefti-  ) 

1  A  y    '       \?  r  ^        w  1, 100,000 

lence,  and  during  the  fiege  J  * 

Accoi[dingto  this  account  the  whole  amounts  to  i  >3  54)490 

fiefides  a  vaft  multitude  that  died  in  the  caves,  wooda^ 
wildemefTeS)  common  fewers^  in  banifliment*  and  many 
other  ways,  of  whom  no  computation  could  be  made ; 
and  ten  thoufand  that  were  flain  at  Jotapa,  more  than  our 
author  has  reckoned.     For  Jofephus  mentions  exprefsly 
forty  thoufand,  and  Lipfius  reckons  only  thirty  thoufand  (£)• 
Whilft  the  foldiers  were  ftill  bufy   in  burning  the  re- 
mains of  the  city,  and  vidting   all   the  common  fewers^ 
where  they  found  and  killed  numbers  of  poor  creatures, 
Simon  and  John,  the  two  grand  rebels,  were  difcovered,  and  Simon  and 
brought  to  Titus,  who  ordered  them  to  be  referved  for  7^^» 
his  triumph.     John,   being  pinched  with  hunger,  came  '^*'*» 
out  firft  \  and,  having  begged   his  life,  obtained  it,  but 

(E)  To  thefe,  if  we  add  the  one  whole  year,  in  the  (hape 

mnety-feven  thoufand prifoners,  ofafvvord;  the  extraordinary 

doomed,  in  all  appearance,  to  light  that  was   feen  round  the 

a  captivity  infinitely  worfethan  altar  at  the  ninth  .  hour  of  the 

death,  and  the  eleven  thoufand  night,  upon  the  celebration  of 

that  periihed   cither,  through  the  pafchal   feafl :  a  cow   de- 

the  negledt  of  their  keepers,  or  livered  of  a  lamb,  as  Ihe  was 

their  own  fallen  defpair,   the  led  tothe  altar  to  befacrificed: 

amount  will  be  above  one  mil-  the  eaflern  gate  of  the  temple, 

lion  four    hundred  and  fixty-  of  folid  brafs,  fo  heavy  that  it 

two  thoufand.    What  fllU  more  required  twenty  pair  of  ftout 

aggravates  this  calamity  is,  that  hands  to  open  and  fliut  it,  flung 

the  far  greateA  part  of  them  were  open  in  the  middle  of  the  night, 

flrangers,  invited  from  remote  though    fattened  with    ilrong 

parts  of  the  world,  even  from  bolts  and  bars :  the  air  before 

beyond  the  river    Euphrates,  fun-fet  filled  with  chariots,  and 

by  their  brethren  at  Jerufalem,  armed  men  :  and,  laftly,   the 

to  come  and  ailift  them  in  the  voice,  which,  after  a  kind  of 

defence  of  their  religion  and  rumbling  noife,  was  diftin^Hy 

fiberties.  heard  by  the  priefts,  who  were 

Jofephus     mentions     many  going  to  officiate  on  the  feafl 

prodigies  that  ulhered  in  the  of  Pentecofl,  and  uttered  thefe 

deftrudtion  of  Jerufalem.     Of  words  articulately,    **  Let  w» 

this  ciafs  was  that  ilrange  co-  depart;  let  us  depart  ( I ) • 
met,  which  hung  over  the  city 

( i>  BeU.  Jud.  ubi  fupra,  cap*  i>« 

wa$ 
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was  condemned  to  perpetual  imprifonment.  I^moft^ 
whofc  retreat  was  better  ftored,  held  out  till  towards  the 
end  of  Oftober,  when  necefTitjr  forced  him  to  come  forth* 
He  appeared  fuddenly  on  the  ruins  of  die  temple  in  a 
white  robe,  and  a  purple  cloak.  The  Romans  were  at 
firft  furprifed,  fuppofing  him  to  be  a  fpe£bre ;  but  foon 
underilanding  who  he  was,  Terentius  Rufud,  who  was 
left  commander,  feized  on  him,  and  fent  him  to  Caefa- 
rea,  whither  Titus  had  retired,  and  from  whence  he  was 
conveyed,  with  his  bloody  colleagues,  to  Rome,  to  adorn 
the  conquerors  triumph  ^. 

^Thi  tiff  As  foonvas  the  work  of  maiTacre  and  pillage  was  finifhed, 

rafedto       Titus  ordered  his  army  to  demolifli  the  city,  with   all  its 

thigrowttd.  ftruftures,  fortifications,  palaces,  towers,  walls,  and 
other  ornaments  and  edifices,  which  were  laid  level  with 
the  ground.  He  left  nothing  {landing  but  a  piece  of 
the  weftern  wall,  and  the  three  towers  of  Hippicos,  Pha- 
fael,  and  Mariamne,  the  former  to  fervc  as  a  redoubt  to 
his  tenth  legion,  which  he  left  there,  and  the  three  latter 
to  give  future  ages  fomc  idea  of  the  ftrcngth  of  the  whole 
city,  and  of  the  (kill  and  valour  of  its  conqueror.  His 
orders  were  fo  pundually  executed,  that,  except  thofe 
few  buildings  above  mentioned,  there  were  not  fo  much 
as  any  remiins  left  that  could  ferve  as  an  index  that  the 
ground  had  been  once  inhabited.  Infomuch,  that  when 
he  came  to  pafs  through  it,  in  his  way  from  Caefarea  to 
Alexandria,  in  order  to  embark  for  Rome,  he  could  not 

Ti/w  refrain  {bedding  tears  at  the  fight  of  fo  dreadful  a  devat 

njueepsover  tation,  and  curfing  the  wretches  who  had  forced  him  to 

its  ruins*      make  fuch  a  dreadful  example  ^ 
.  As  for  the  infamous  leaders  of  thofe  mifcreants,  they 

umphl'  appeared  at  the  head  of  feven  hundred  of  the  moft  beau- 
tiful Jewi{h  captives,  to  adorn  the  triumph  of  Titus. 
Then  Simon  was  dragged  through  the  {Ireets  of  Rome, 
with   a  rope  about  his  neck,  feverely   fcourged,  and  put 

«.  .    to  death  with  fome  of  his  aflibciates  \  but  John   was  fent 

JMs^'^     into  perpetual  imprifonment  °*  (F). 

fate.  Titus 

k  Jofcph.  Bell.  Jud.  ubi  fupra,  &-fcq.  i  Ibid.  cap.  18,  &  fcq, 

Mlbid.  cap.  34. 

(F)  Titus's  triumph  was  fur-  aiy,  fuch  as  the   |;olden  table 

ther  adorned  with  a  great  num-  of  {hewbread»  which  weighed 

her  of  trophies  brought   from  feveral    talents ;     the    feven- 

Judxa  ;    among  the  principal  branch  candleilick,  a  rich  and 

of  which  were  thofe  which  had  curious  piece  of  art ;  the  roll 

been  taken  out  of  the  fan^u-  or  volume  of  the  law,  covered 

with 
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Titus  had  left  three  caftles  ftill  untaken,  himely,  thofe 
<tf  Herodion  atid  Maflada  on  this,  and  that  of  Machaerori 
on  the  other  fide  Jordan,  The  firft  of  them  was  foon 
after  reduced,  on  capitulation,  by  Lucilius  Baffus,  who  had 
been  appointed  lieutenant  of  Judaea.  He  then  went  at  the 
head  of  a  large  number  of  troops,  to  befiege  Machaeton,  Mach^on 
which  was  a  very  ftrong  place,  and  likely  to  hold  out  a  furrendtf 
long  time.    But  a  lucky  accident  (G)  obliged  the  befieged  '^' 

to 


With  a  coflly  gold  cloth,  which 
was  carried  the  laft  of  the  three, 
ds  the  mod  venerable  of  all 
the  trophies.  The, two  for- 
mer Titus  caufcd  to  be  placed 
in  the  temple  of  Peace,  which 
his  father  had  built ;  the  latter, 
together  with  feveral  curious 
and  coflly  veils  of  the  temple, 
and  other  rich  furniture,  he 
conveyed  into  his  own  pa- 
lace (2). 

There  are  ftill  fomc  coins^ 
extant  of  that  emperor,  fiamp- 
cd  with  a  trophy  and  ttium*- 
phant  chariot,  and  of  his  fa- 
ther, with  the  image  of  a  wo- 
man fitting  forrowrul  under  a 
palm-tree,  with  the  infcription 
of  '*  Judaea  capta ;"  with  fome 
others  coined  in  the.  twenty- 
firftyear  of  king  Agrippa,  with 
thefe  words  in  Greek,  "  Vef- 

Jafian     emperor    and    Csefar. 
udaea  was  taken  in  the  twenty- 
firft  of  Agrippa." 

To  thefe  medals  we  may  add 
fome  fragments  in  has  relief, 
rcprefenting  Vefpafian  and  his 
fon  Titus's  triumph,  and  on 
which  is  ftill  to  be  diftinguifti- 
ed  the  feven -branch  candle- 
ftick,  with  other  facred  uten- 


the  fhewbreac),  which  was  not 
altogether  unlike  it ;  but  the 
misfortune  is,  that  time  has 
fo  defaced  this  noble  monu- 
ment, that  it  is  not  eafy  to 
difcover  any  thing  in  it  with 
certainty,  except  the  candle^ 
ftick  above  mentioned* 

(G)  There  was  in  th^t  caftle 
a  young  nobleman,  highly  ef« 
teemed  for  his  valour,  who, 
after  having  .given  the  befiegers 
a  ftout  repulfe  in  a  fally^ 
unfortunately  ftrayed  out  of 
the  gates,  to  fpeak  to  the  peo« 
pie  on  the  wall  by  way  of  bra- 
vado. An  Egyptian,  then  in 
the  Roman  army,  came  fwiftly 
behind  him  unperceived,  took 
him  up  in  his  arms,  and  car-* 
ried  him  off. 

When  BaiTus  had  got  the 
noble  youth  in  his  power,  he 
caufed  him  to  be  ft  ripped  nak^ 
ed,  and  feverely  fcourged,  in 
the  view  of  the  befieged,  who 
filled  immediately  the  air  with 
their  cries.  Bauus  perceiving 
them  fo  moved  at  thp  fight, 
caufed  a  crofs  to  be  ereded, 
and  gave  them  to  underftand 
that  he  would  crucify  him, 
unlefs  they  prevented  it  by  a 


fils.     Some    have    pretended"  timely  furrender.    The  ftra 

alfo  to  difcover  the  ark  in  it ;  tagem  had  the  defired  efiedt ; 

but  we  have  already  feen,  that  and  the  Jews,    not  being  fo 

there  was  no  fuch  thing  in  the  hardened  as  ^hofeof  Jeruralem, 

moft  holy  place  :  and  it  is  moft  chofe  to  capitulate,  and  foon 

likely  to  be  only  the  table  of  after  furrendered  the  place  on 

(1}  BeU.  Jttd*  lib.  vii.  cap.  24. 
Vol,  III.  y  the 
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to  fwrcnder,  upon  condition  that  they  fhould  ha^e  li&ertf 
to  retire  whitherfoever  they  pleafed  \  which  being  readily 
granted  to  them,  they  went  and  joined  fome  of  their  re- 
volted brethren,   who   had  fheltercd   themfelves  in  the 
foreft  of  Jardea.    Thither  BafTus  advancing^  attacked  and^ 
Jews^er-  after  a  defperate  combat,  totally  defeated  them,  with  Ja^ 
iome  By        ^^8  their  chief,  who  had  efcaped  from  Jerufalem  through 
Bafus.         ^jjg  q£  jj^g  aquedudts  of  that  city  ". 

Death  having  prevented  BafTus  from  putting  an  end  to 
the  war.   Flavins   Silva,  his  fucceffor,  aflembled  all  hi» 
Mafada      forces  to  attack  Maffada,  now  the  only  remaining  fortref* 
•ejitgtd.       jj^  j^g  hands  of  the  rebels*.    The  place  was  prodigioufly 
ftrong,  both  by  art   and  nature,  well  fupplied  with  pro- 
vifions,  and  defended  with  a  good  number  of  ficarii  and 
aflaffins  ;  at  the  head  of  whom  was  Eleazar,  the  grandfoa 
of  Judas  the  GauIonite«    Silva  having   in  vain    tried  his 
engines  and  battering-rams  againft  it,  furrounded  it  with 
a  high  and  ftrong  wall,  and  then  ordered  fire  to  be  fet  to 
*  the  gates*    The  wind  favouring  bim>  drove  the  Same  fo 

Thedefpe'  fiercely  againft  the  Jews,  that  EJeazar,  in  a  kind  of  de^ 
^T'h^A  ^^  fp^i^**  perfiiaded  them  firft  to  kill  all  their  wives  and  chil- 
gl  '  d''C">  ^^^  ^cxt  to  choofe  ten  men  by  fot,  who  ihould  kill 
all  the  reft  j  laftly,  to  pitch  upon  one  individual^  out  of 
the  furviving  ten,  to  difpatch  them  and  himfelf;  a  def- 
perate refolution,  which  was  accordingly  executed^  only 
this  laft  man  was  ordered  to  fet  fire  to  the  place  before  be 
finiOied  this  bloody  tragedy.  Next  morning  the  Romans,. 
preparing  to  fcale  the  walls,  were  ftrangely  furprifed  at 
the  filence  which  prevailed  among  the  befiegers,  none  of 
whom  appeared.  In  order  to  roufe  them,  they  raifed  a 
loud  ftiout,  at  which  two  women,  who  had  concealed 
themfelves  from  the  maflacrein  an  aquedufb,  came  out^ 
and  told  them  the  defperate  cataftrophe  of  the  befieged, 
which  put  an  end  to  that  dreadful  war '.  Vefpafian  or- 
dered' the  Jewifti  lands  to  be  fold  for  his  own  ufe  (H),  and 
all  the  Jews  within  the  Roman  empire  were  commanded 
to  pay  into  his  treafury  the  ufual  tribute  of  half  a  fhekel^ 

n  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  vii.  cap.  25.  *  Ibid.  cap.  iS« 

the  conditions  above  mention-  his  beft  veterans,  to  plant  a 

cd  (3).  new  colony  there,   and   finom 

(H)  He  only  referved  the  that  time  that  place  took  tfat 

town  of  Emmaua,    which  he  name  of  Nicopolis  (4}. 
tcilowed  on  eight  hundred  of 

(3)  Sell*  Jttd«  Hb«  Tiu  c9p.  25,  ad  fin.  (4>  Ibid,  capw  s(« 
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Of  two  4racliiMs,  which  they  had  been   formerly  obliged 
to  pay  for  the  ufe  of  the  fehftuary  ?• 

He  likewife  caufed  ail  the  branches  of  the  houfe  of  Ju-  There- 
dah  to  be  cut' off  ^,  to  deprive  them  at  once  of  all  hopes  of  mains  of 
adclnrerer,  or  future  Meiliah,  *  Notwithftanding  which   t^^  royal 
■  precaution,  the  Zealots  made  feveral  attempts  to  regain  -^^^'^  ^^^ 
their  power;  firftin  Egypt,  where  it  coll  ifome  of  them 
their  lires,  and  occafioned  an  order  to  fliut  up  their  temple 
at  Alexandria '  (I).     Next  in    Cyrene  of  Libya,   where 
one  them,  named  Jonathan,  pretended  to  be  a  prophet, 
and  perfuaded  about  two  thoufand  of  his  brethren  to  fol- 
low him  into  the  defert,  where  he  promifed  to  fliew  them 
wonders,  and  where  Catullus,  the  governor,  caufed  them 
to  be  purfued  and  defeated. 

After  the  redufUon  of  Jerufalem  and  Jiidsea,  Agrippa  A^rippa 
and  his  filler  retired  to  Rome,  probably  with  Titus,  who  ^^^  Bere* 
was   enamoured  of  Berenice.    We   have  feen,  through  "'^^^^'* 
the  courfe  of  this  laft  war,  how  ferviceable   the   brother     ^^'* 
had  been  to  that  general,  accompanying  him  in  perfon, 
and  affifting  him  with  men  and  ammunition,  for  which 
fervices,  we  are  told,  Titus  got  his  kingdom  enlarged  by 
the  emperor,  arid  procured  him  prsetorian  honours.    But 
his  extraordinary  friendfliip  for  that  prince  flowed  chiefly  ^f^g  ^^^ 
from  his  fondnefs  foi^  his  filler,  who  now  lived  with  him  comes  Ti- 
in  his  palace,  and  ruled  every  thing  as  if  flie  had  been  his   tus^s  para- 
wife.     We   have  hinted  fome    former    reports  publicly  *w»r, 
fpread  concerning  her  inceftuous  intrigues  with  her  bro* 

p  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  vii.  cap.  %6,  in  fin.        q  Eafeb.  Ecclef.  Hift.  Hb, 
i  cap.  12.  r  Bell,  ubi  fupra,  cap.  30,  ad  fin. 

(I)  Thefe.  wretches,  who  Vefpafian  fearing  their  A- 
were  undoubtedly  the  relics  of  lexahdrian  temple  would  afford 
the  Gaulonitifh  faction,  fince  them  a  frefli  pretence  of  af- 
cvefn  their  children  fuifered  the  fcmbling  themfelves,  and  rail^ 
fevered  torments,  rather  than  ing  fome  new  fedition  in  Egypt, 
acknowiege  Caefar  for  their  fent  orders  to  Lupus,  his  go- 
lord,  met  at  firll  with  a  kind  vernor  there,  to  demolifli  it, 
reception  from  their  brethren  But  he  contented  himfelf  with 
of  Alexandria.  But  they  quickly  fliutting  it  up.  Paulinus,  who 
became  obnoxious  to  them  by  fucceeaed  him  foon  after,  ftrip- 
fowing  their  leaven  of  fedition.  ped  it  of  all  its  ornaments  and 
To  prevent  the  ill  efFe^fb  of  rich  furniture,  and  caufed  the 
which,  they  were  delivered  up  gates  of  it  to  be  quire  walled 
to  the  Romans,  and  fix  hun-  up,  to  prevent  any  farther 
dred  of  them  put  to  death,  worlhip  being  offered  up    in 

it  (5). 

(5)  BclL  Jud.  Ul>.  vii.  cap*  30,  ad  fin» 

Y  2  ther, 
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ther,  for  which  (he  had  given  but  too  much  foundation. 
Titus  could  hardly  be  ignorant  of  thefe  reports  ;  but  her 
beauty  had  fo  captivated  him,  that  he  overlooked  every 
thing  elfe ;  infomuch  that  he  had  promifed  her  marriage, 
and  would  in  all  probability  have  kept  it,  had  he  not  found 
that  the  Rpmans  were  wholly  averfe  from  it,  partly  on  ac« 
count  of  her  being  a  Jewefs,  and  partly  on  that  of  her 
royal  defcent.  He  was  therefore  obliged  to  fend  her 
away  *•  As  for  Agrippa,  he  was  the  laft  of  the  Herodian 
race  that  bore  the  royal  title,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  died 
at  Rome  about  the  feventieth  year  of  his  age^  and  in  the 
90th  of  Jefus  Chrift  ^ . 

.  This  was  the  end  of  the  Herodian  family,  and  of  the 
Jewifh  nation  and  polity ;  and  is  fo  much  the  more  re- 
markable, confidering  that  the  fuccin6t  account  ive  have 
of  it  is  written  by  a  Jew  of  fuch  extraordinary  chara^ery 
and  that  the  deftru£iion  of  the  city  and  people,  efpecially 
of  their  temple,  is  found,  upon  the  wbole^  k  exa£kly 
conformable  to  the  prophecies  of  Chrift,  denounced  againft 
them  fo  long  before.  One  might  have  expefled  that  this 
ihould  have  opened  their  eyes,  to  acknowlege  thefe,  as 
well  as  the  many  others  we  have  mentioned,  which  prove 
him  the  Mefliah,  (ince  they  had  feen  their  facrifices^  ce- 
jremonial  law,  their  temple,  their  royal  ftock  of  Jodah, 
&c.  which  they  till  then  thought  were  to  laft  for  ever, 
buried  under  the  ruin  of  their  metropolis  and  common- 
wealth (K), 

»  Vid.  Sueton.  in  Vit.  Tit.tx  Xiphil.cx  Diotie.  Juftus  Tibcrio* 
apud  Phot.  Btbl.  Cod,  33.  tTillemont,  Ruine  des  Juifs,  ait« 

S3.  &  not.  41. 


(K)  In  the  mean  time  it 
Will  not  be  amifs  to  take  notice, 
that  the  Jews  are  no  lefs  at 
variance  with  Jofephus,  than 
the  ChrifliJins  have  admired 
him,  St.  Jerom,  among  other 
praifes  he  gives  him,  calls  him 
the  Livy  of  the  Jews  (6).  Pho- 
tius,  and  others,  have  been 
equally  lavilh  of  their  incenfe ; 
and  Eufebius  adds  to  the  reft, 
$hat  he  had  a  flatue  reared  to 
him  in  conlideration  of  his 
writings  (7).  We  (hall  not  re- 
peat what  we  have  often  ob- 

(6)  D^  Yiri  lUttft,  cap«  liu. 


ierved,of  hispartialityto  hisna* 
tion,  and  facerdotal  order.  But 
his  countrymen  have  trumped 
up  another  Jofephus,  known  by 
the  name  of  Bengorion,  who& 
hiftoryis  compiled  out  of  th» 
Ruiinian  veriion  of  the  true 
Jofephus  (for  he  doth  not  feem- 
to  have  feen  the  original)  ;  and 
is  ftuffed  with  the  moft  palpable 
abfurdities,  faKhoods,  and  con* 
traditions ;  the  Jews,  notwith* 
ftanding,  beftow  on  him  the 
higheft  encomiums.  In  parti* 
cular,  rabbi  Tham,  who  has 

(7)  HUU£cdef.Ub.  iu.  cap.  13. 

publiihei 
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CHAP.    IX. 

Ti'he  Hijiory  of  AJfyria^ 

S    E    C    T.      I, 

The  Defcription  of  Ajjyria. 

WE  have  already  accounted  for  the  name  of  this  j/^  nami* 
country,  deriving  it  from  Afhur,  its  firft  planter 
after  the  flood  ;  and  have  obferved,  that  its  name  extended 
very  far  weftward  over  the  whole  of  Aram,  or  Syria, 
which  at  this  time  gives  appellation  to  moft  of  the  country 
between  the  Euphrates  and  the  Mediterranean.  Eaftward, 
fouthward,  and  northward,  it  muft  alfo  have  extended  its 
name  wherever  its  monarchs  had  eftabiiflied  rhemfelves, 
by  the  fortune  of  their  arms. 

If  we  confider  the  monarchy  of  Aflyria  geographically, 
it  comprifed  feveral  countries,  which  we  have  already  de- 
fcribed ;  and  others  which  we  fhall  hereafter  fpecify  in 
their  proper  places.  It  is  not,  therefore,  our  deCgn  to 
give  here  a  defcription  of  the  monarchy  or  empire  of  Afly- 
ria, but  confine  ourfelves  to  the  proper  Aflyria,  agreeably 
to  the  method  we  have  hitherto  purfued. 

This  country  was  bounded,  according  to  Ptolemy,  on 
the  north  by  part  of  Armenia  and  Mount  Niphates ;  on 

publifhed  his    hiftory,  is  not  his  abfurdities  in  that  mutilated 

alhamed  to  aflirm,  that  all  he  editionwhichMunfler  has  given 

wrote  was  jufl:,  without  the  leaft  us,  though  he  has  concealed  a 

mixture  of  falihood  ;  that  his  great  number  of  them.    But 

writings  come  nearer  to  thofe  of  thofe  who  have  feen  the  large 

the   prophets,   than   thofe  of  editions    that  have    appeared 

any  other  Jewifli  author ;  that  iince,  will  find  them  fo  full  of 

the   band  of  God  was   upon  errors,  that  he  will  readily  own, 

him    whilO:   he  compiled  his  nothing  but  the  greateft  degree 

work ;  with  fome  other  com-  of  infatuation  and  perverfenefs 

mendations,  which  amount  al-  could  induce  the  Jews  to  prefer 

mofl:  to  blafphemy  (8).     That  him  to  the  true  one,  who,  fet- 

fabulous  author  is  fo  well  known  ting  afide  his  partiality  above 

to  the  learned,   that  we  fliall  mentioned^  hath  all  the  marks 

fpend  no  timeinezpofing  himt  of  a  judicious  and  eza6t  hiilo- 


The  readers  may  lee  many  of    rian  (9}. 

(8)  Praef.  in    Jofepb.   Bengorion,  edit.  Conftantinop,    9490. 
(9)  Vid.  Bafhagf  Hift.  Joifs,  torn.  ix.  p.  1511  &  feq.    Prid.  Calmet* 

y  3  the 
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the  weft  by  the  Tigris  ;  on  the  fouth  by  Sufiana  ;  and,  on 
the  eaft,  by  part  of  Media,  and  the  mountains  Choatra 
and  Zagros.  The  country  within  thefe  limits,  is,  by 
fome  of  the  ancients,  called  Adiabene,  and,  by  others, 
with  the  tranfmutation  of  one  letter,  as  Dio  CaiHus  ob- 
fervcs,  Aturia  or  AtyriaS  It  is  divided  by  Ptolemy  into 
the  following  provinces  or  diftrifts,  Calachene  or  Calacine, 
Arrapachitis,  Adiabene,  Arbelitis,  Apolloniatis,  Sicta- 
cene,  and  Chalonitis  ^.  Calachene  was  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  mountains  of  Armenia  and  Arrapachitis  ;  on 
the  weft  by  the  Tigris ;  on  the  eaft  by  the  Lycus  ;  and  on 
the  fouth  by  Adiabene.  It  contained  the  following 
cities,  Mardc,  Calafh,  Befiara,  and  Refen.  Calafli,  built 
by  Afhur,  as  we  read  in  Scripture  %  gave  name  to  the 
whole  jprovince.  Bochart  takes  this  to  be  the  fame  city 
with  Halah,  where  the  Icing  of  AiTyria  placed  the*  captive 
Ifraelites*.  It  flood  probably  upon,  or  near  the  Tigris; 
for,  of  the  two  other  cities,  built  by  the  fame  perfon,  and 
at  the  fame  time,  viz.  Nineveh  and  Refen,  the  former, 
we  know  for  certain,  ftood  upon,  or  near  that  river;  and 
that  the  latter  had  the  like  fituation,  is  highly  probable, 
fince  it  is  placed  by  Mofes  between  Nineveh  and  Calafh, 
or  Calah  *,  Pochart  conjeftures  Refen  to  be  the  Lariffa  of 
Xenophon,  which,  according  to  that  hillorian,  flood  near 
the  Tigris,  and  had  been  formerly  a  great  city,  inhabited 
by  the  Medes  j  but  was  then  quite  deftitute  of  inhabitants, 
and  lay  in  ruins  ^  Of  Marde  and  BefTara  we  know  no- 
thing befides  their  names. 

Arrapachitis,  the  moft  northern  province  of  AfTyria,  is 
only  mentioned  by  Ptolemy ;  and  the  towns  he  places  in 
it  are  to  us,  and  feeni  to  have  been  in  like  manner  to  the 
ancient  geographers,  utterly  unknown.  This  country 
was  watered,  accordmg  to  !t*tolemy,  by  the  Gyndcs. 

Adiabene  was  the  chief  province  of  AiTyria,  and  fom©- 
times  gave  ks  name  to  the  whole  country.  It  was  fo 
called,  according  to  Ammianus,  from  the  two  rivers  Dia- 
ba  and  Adiaba,  Ptolemy  and  Ammianus  place  Ninus  or 
Nineveh,  Gaugamela,  and  Arbela,  in  this  province  ;  and 
with  them  Strabo  agrees ;  for,  though  he  places  Ninus 
and  Gaugamela  in  Aturia,  and  Arbela  in  a  diftrift  of  its 
own  name,  yet  he  makes  both  Aturia  and  Arbelis  parts  of 
Adiabene  s,     Pliny  too  calls  Arbelis  part  of  Adiabene  ^  5 

«  Dig  in  Trajan.  ^  Pfol.  lib.  vi,  cap.  i.  «  Gen.  x.  ii» 

^  .»  Kings  xvii.  6.  c  Gen.  x.  i»»  f  Xenopb.  Escped. 

Cyr.  Min.  lib.  iii.  page  «]{a.  g  Strabo,  lib.  ^vi.  fub  init, 

??lin,  lib.  vi.  cap.  13. 

ft 
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fethat  this  province  had  Calachene  to  the  north,  the  Ti- 
gris to  the  weft,  Apolloniatis  to  the  eaft,  and  Sittaccn^ 
to  the  fouth,  Stepbanus  and  Tzetzes^  confound  Adia- 
bene  with  Mefopotamia.  In  this  part  of  Affyria,  and  near, 
or  upon  the  Tigris,  ftood  the  fatnOus  city  of  Ninus,  as  the 
profane  writers  call  it,  or  Nineveh,  a«  it  is -called  in  {Scrip- 
ture. The  extent  and  greatncfs.of  this  city  is  fufficiently 
defcribed  by  the  prophet  Jonah.  Strabo  allows- it  to' have 
been  much  greater  than  Babylon  K  .  Diodorus  8iculus 
tells  us,  that  it  was  four  hundred  and  eighty  ftadia  in  cir- 
cumference, or  forty-feven  miles,-  and  that  it  was  fur- 
rounded  with  lofty  walls  and  toWersj  the  former  being 
two  hundred  feet  in  height,  and  fo  very  broad,  that  three 
chariots  might  drive  on  them  abreift ;  and  the  latter  two 
hundred  feet  in  height  and  fifteen  hundred  m  number  *. 
That  hiftorian  was  certainly  miftaken,  or  rather  hid  tran- 
fcribers,  in  placing  Nineveh  on  the  Euphrates ;  fince  all 
the  other  hiftorians,  as  well  as -geographers,  who  fpeak  of 
that  city,  tell  us,  in  exprefs  terms,  that  it  .ftood  on. the 
Tigris".  It  was  ruined  by  the  Medes ;  for  Strabo  tells 
lis  exprefsly,  that  Ninus,  upon  the  downfal  of  the  Syrian, 
that  is,  the  Aflyrian  empire,  was  utterly  ruined^.  Salma- 
fius  finds  faolt  with  Ptolemy  for  reckoning  it  among  the 
cities  of  Affyria  that  were  ftill  ftanding  in  his  time.  He 
might,  in  the  like  manner,  have  cenfured  Tacitus  and 
Ammianus ;  for  they  both  (peak  of  Ninus  as  ftill  a  city 
at  the  time  they  wrote.  A  new  town  was,  no  doubt, 
built  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  city,  which  bore  the 
fame  name,  -as  it  happened  to  Troy,  and  other  places  with- 
out number.  In  Aturia,  that  is,  in  the  part  of  Adiabene 
lying  between  the  Tigris  and  the  Lycus,  was  the  town,  or 
rather  the  village,  of  Gaugamela,  as  Arrfan  ftyles  it**,  where 
Alexander  gained  a  complete  viftory  over  Dari^is ;  but  of 
this  glory  it  was  robbed  by  the  neighbouring  city  of  Ar- 
bela,  the  conqueror  chufing  that  it  fliould  be  rather  named 
from  a  city  of  note  than  from  an  obfcure  village.  Arbela 
ftood  in  the  fame  country,  fix  hundred  ftadia  eaft  of  Gau- 
gamela. Ptolemy  places  it  on  the  river  Caprosj  but 
Strabo  at  an  equal  diftance  from  that  river  and  the  Lycus, 
near  Mount  Nicatorius,  fo  called  by  Alexander  from  the 
above  mentioned  viftory.  It  is  called  a  village  both  by 
Diodorus  Siculus  and  Curtius  \  but  Arrian   dignifies   it 

*Tzctz.  Lycopb.  Alexandra  ad  vcr.  704.  k  Strabo,  lib.  xvi. 

1  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  ii.  cap.  3.  «.I(id,  Ptol.  Strab.    Plin.  lib.  vi. 

cap.  13,  &;  Herodot.  lib.  i.  cap.  193,  &  lib.  ii.  cap.  ico.  *  Strab. 

ibid.  *  Arrian,  lib.  vi*  p.  399*  p  Id.  ibid* 

•^  "'  Y  4  with 
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.with  ihc  ntoic  of  a  city  ^f    From  this  village,  or  city,  the 
neighbouring  country  was.  called  Arbelis  and  Arbelitis. 

Apolloniatis  lay  eaft  of  Adiabene,  and  was  fo  called 
from  its  metropolis  Apollonia,  which  is  placed  by  Ptole- 
my between  the  rivers  Gorgus  ^ndSilla.  Both  the  coun- 
try and  the  town  are  mentioned  t)y  Polybius  %  and  Ste- 
phanuS)  who  reckons  Apollonia  the  twentieth  town  be- 
tween Babylon  and  Sufa.  Artemita,  called  by  Strabo  a 
city  of  great  note,  ftood  in  the  fame  province,  five  hun- 
dred ftadia  eaftof  Sele^cia^  It  is  mentioned  by  Tacitus  S 
Ifidorus  Characenus",  Stephanus,  Pliny *j. and  Ptolemy. 
Ifidorus  places  it  on  the  river  Silla.  Pliny  was  certainly 
miftaken  in  reckoning  it  among  the  towns  of  Mefopota- 
mia  ^*  Both  this  city  and  Apollonia  were,  without  all 
doubt,  of  Greek  origin,  as  is  manifeft  from  their  names. 
Th^  other  cities  placed  by  Ptolemy  in  this  traft  were  Char- 
racharta,  Thebura,  and  Arrapa;  but  we  find  no  mention 
made  of  them  by  other  writers. 

Sittacene,  or  Sitacene,  lay  fouth  of  Apolloniatis,  and 
had  Sittace  for  its  metropolis.  Sittacene  and  Apolloniatis 
were,  according  t6  Strabo j  but  different  names  of  one 
and  the  fame  province ;  and  Pliny  extends  the  name  of 
Sittacene  to  Arbelis  and  Paleftine  '.  There  is  fome  dif- 
aereement  among  authors  concerning  the  fituation  of  the 
city  of  Sittacene.  Ptolemy  and  Pliny  place  it  at  a  great 
dift^ncc  from  the  Tigris  \  but  Xenophon,  whp  travelled  all 
over  that  country,  and  had  been  himfelf  at  Sittacene,  tells  us 
in  exprefs  terms,  that  the  great  and  populous  city  Sittacene 
ftood  only  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  ftadia  from  the  Tigris  V 
The  other  cities  in  this  province  are  utterly  unknown. 

Chalonitis  was  the  moft  foutherly  province  of  all  Afly- 
ria.  In  this  diftrift  ftood  the  cities  of  Chala  and  Ctefi- 
phon.  All  we  know  of  Chala  is,  that  it  gave  name  to  the 
province  ^.  Ctefipbon  ftood  on  the  Tigris,  a  little  below 
Seleucia,  and  on  the  oppofite  bank.  It  became,  fn  pro- 
ceis  of  time,  the  metropolis  of  the  Perfian  empire,  Us  we 
fhall  fee  in  the  fequel  of  this  hiftory.  Ptolemy  mentions 
feveral  other  cities  in  this  province,  but  none  that  deferve 
particular  notice. 

This  country  lay  between  the  33d  and  39th  degrees  of 
north  latitude,  and  muft  in  its  happy  times  have  been  a 

q  Arrian,  lib.  vi.  p.  399.  '  Polyb.  lib.  v.  cap.  43,  &  51,  $%, 
« Strabo,  lib.  %m'u  p.  512.  *  Tacit,  lib.  vi.  pap.  41*  ^  Ifidon 
Charac.  p,  y         ^  Plin.  lib.  vi.  cap.  ft6«  Y  Ibid.       >  Ibid, 

cap.  17.  "X^nopti.  Arabic,  lib.  ii*  p.  i^y,  edit*  Stepb, 

*  Jfidar*  Char,  p.  j, 

land 
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land  of  plenty ;  but  has,  almoft  ever  fince  the  fall  of  its 
empire,  been  decaying ;  a  misfortune  particularly  incident 
to  it,  by  the  very  nature  of  its  fituation,  which  has,  at  all 
times,  made  it  the  feat  of  war  between  potent  empires 
and  nations.  And  it  is  now  become  a  wildernefs,  a  de- 
fert,  excepting  fome  little  fpots  that  may  be  cultivated 
about  the  few  and  inconfiderable  towns  which  ftand  with- 
in its  borders  %  fo  that  there  is  but  little  to  be  faid  of  its 
produdions  and  properties. 

Among  the  rivers  of  Affyria,  we  mayjuftly  reckon  the  Rivtrt. 
Tigris  (A),  not  only  becaufe  it  bathed  all  the  weftern  Ikirts 
of  this  country,  but  alfo'becaufe  all  the  other  rivers  of  the 
kingdom  fell  into  this;  as  alfo,  becaufe  the  great  cities, 
fuch  as  Nineveh,  Cteiiphon,  and  others,  were  fituated  on 
its  borders  ^.  The  other  'riyers  of  lefs  note  were,  the  Ly- 
cus,  the  Caprus,  and  the  Gorgus  (B),  at  almoft  equal  di£- 

^  RaowolPs  Travels,  part  ii.  chap.  9.         y  Vide  Cellar.  Geogr« 
Antiq*  torn.  ii.  Jib.  iii.  cap.  17* 

(A)  Said  to  have  borrowed  from  its  old  Hebrew  name  Hid- 

thk  name  from  the  number  of  dekel ;  and  the  Arabs,  at  this 

tigers  on  its  banks;  and  the  day,  call  it  Dijlat ;  though  the 

rather,  as  there  are  two  other  prefent    inhabitants    name  it 

rivers  in  this  country,  the  Ly-  Hiddekel. 

CU8  and  Caprus,  which  feem  to  (B)   Thefe  two  rivers  are 

borrow   their   names   from  a  now  called,  or  fuppofed  to  be 

caufe  of  the  fame  nature,  the  fo,  the  Great  Zab  and  Little 

one  being  denominated  from  a  Zab.     According  to  Bochart 

wolf,  the  other  from  a  goat :  this  latter  name  is  corrupted 

others  derive  it  from  a  Perlian  from   Diaba,  or  derived  from 

word,  fignifying  an  arrow  j  by  the  Hebrew  Zeeb,  which  dif- 

this,  and  the  former,  import*  fer  but  in  dialect.     Thevenot 

ing  it  to  be  rapid  and  violent  in  calls  thefe  rivers  Zarb,    but 

its  courfe.     But  this  is  contra-  fpeaks-  of  but  one,  which  he 

dided  by  Pietro  de  la  Valle,  faw  fall  into  the  Tigris :   he 

who  fays  it  is  a  flower  flream  calls  it  a  large  river,  makes  it 

than  the  Euphrates  i  and  The-  above  half  as  broad  as  the  Ti« 

Tcnot  feems  to  affign  a  reafon  gris,  andobferves  that  is  very 

why  the  Tigris  fhould  not  be  rapid,  that  its  water  is  whitiih, 

fo  very  fwift,  faying,  it  is  not  and  very  cold;  which  he  would 

only  very  crooked,  and  full  of  felemingly  account  for  by  its 

meanders,  but  alfo  choaked  up  falling  from  the  mountains  of 

with  iflands  and  great  banks  of  Curdiftan,    and  being  merely 

flone(i)#    Bochart  derives  it  fnow  water(2). 

(i)  Vide  Cellar,  ubi  fubra.    Gregor.  poftbum.  p.  189.    De  la 
Valle*s  Travels.    Thev.  in  bis  Travels,  part  ii.  cbap.  xg. 
^»}  Trs^vels  to  the  Levant,  part  ii.  chap,  i|* 

tances 
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tahces  from  each  other;  fuppofed  to  have  been  all  hetweeilr 
the  two  cities  of  Ninus,  or  Nineveh,  and  Seleucia. 
.•  Concerning  the   natural  and  artificial  rarities  of  this 
once  famous  country^  we  find  nothing  worthy  of 'notice. 


Jbaiqultyt 


f). 


Laws* 


SECT.    II. 

Of  the  Antiquity  J  Government  y  LawSj  Religion^  Cuf 
toms^  Learning:,  .and  Trade  of  the  Ajjyrians. 

AS  SYRIA)  which  {lands  the  foremoft  in  profane 
•^^  accounts,  is  in  Scripture  the  fecond  moft  ancient 
kingdom  after  Babel,  or  Babylon.  It  was  founded  by 
Aihur,  and  not  by  Nimrpd,  as  the  Ctefian  fyftem  imports; 
9nd  was  in  the  beginning,  a  kingdom  diQin£^  from  Baby-* 
lon^  though  in  procefs  of  time  they  coalefced,  in  confe- 
quence  of  mutual  conquefts.  Afliur  departed  from  the 
land  of  Shinar  upon  Nimrod's  ufurpation,  and  built  Ni^ 
neveh  and  other  cities>,as  Rehoboth,  Cala,  and  Refen; 
in  Nineveh  '  he  refided^  and  thus  ere£led  a  new  kingdom^ 
which,  borrowing  its  name^  was  called  A(hur»  or  Afly- 
ria.  We  have  nothing,  therefore,  to  obje£):  agalnft  the 
antiquity  of  the  Aflyrian  kingdom,  even  as  delivered  by 
Ctefias.  But  we  mud  make  a  wide  diftinfiion  between 
this  fimple  kingdom,  and  the  grand  monarchy  which 
many  ages  afterwards  bore  the  fame  appellation. 

Deftitute  as  we  are  of  fuflSicient  authorities,  we  can  fay 
nothing  in  particular  of  the  government  of  this  people, 
except  what  may  be  gathered,  from  the  condu£k  and  dc^ 
portment  of  their  princes,  in  the  very  little  we  have  of 
their  hiflory*  That  they  conftituted  a  fmall  kingdom,  un- 
der hereditary  chiefs,  for  manyages,  is  not  to  be  doubted; 
no  more  than  that  their  government  was  very  fimple,  in 
conformity  to  what  has  been  obferved  and  related  of  thdr 
neighbours  the  Syrians  and  Mefopotamians.  When,  in 
after-times,  they  rofe  to  the  fublimity  of  empire,  their 
government  feems  to  have  been  truly  defpotic,  and  the 
empire  to  have  been  hereditary. 

We  have  nothing  to  build  upon,  or  to  fay  in  particular 
of  their  laws.  They  were  in  all  likelihood  few,  depend- 
ing upon  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  prince :  for  thofe  em- 
perors, afFefting  even  divine  honours,  and  fetting  them- 
felves  above  all  the  gods  of  the  people  they  vanquifhed*. 


>  Genef.  x.  io>  zr» 


•  a  Kings  xviii.  33,  &c. 

fometimes 
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ibmjetimes  requiring,  that  none  other  under  heaven  ih'ould 
be  worftiipped  but  themfelves  **,  and  eveh  prefuming  to 
pafs  fentence  on  the  'wrhole  world,  by  the  word  of  theii? 
own  mouths  5  it;  cannot  be  imagined  there  could  be  any 
fettled  form  of  law  for  the  government  of  this  people. 

We  are  alfo  much  in  the  dark  as  to  their  religion  :  in  Religkni 
general  we  know  they  were  idolaters,  and  that  they  had 
rfieir  idols  and  temples.  Nifrbch  i$  likely  to  have  been 
their  principal  god,  at  leaft  at  one  time ;  but  Selden  de- 
clares ^  he  knows  nothing  at  all  of  hinit  Nergal  was  not 
properly,  it  feems,.  an  Affyrian  deity :  Adramelech  may 
perhaps  be  termed  a  god  of  this  country,  and  is  faid  ta 
have  been  reprefented  as  a  mule,  or  a  peacock  :  Aname- 
lech,  in  like  manner,  is  faid  to  have  been  reprefented  as 
a  horfe,  or  a  pheafant,  or  a  quail  5  but  thefe  are  all  rabi- 
ttical.  dreams.  Thefe  two  laft  are  alfo  fuppofed  to  have  been* 
the  fame  with  Moloch. 

Derceto,  as  the  Greeks  c^U  her,  was  plainly  an  Afly- 
rian^  d^ity,  of  an  inferior  order.  The  Aflyrians,  and  Sy- 
rians, paid  particular  devotion  to  fifhes,  in  memory^ 
as  we  are  told,  of  the  goddefs  Derceto,  of  Afca- 
lon,  who  was  nvholly,  or  partly,  metamorphofcd  into  a 
creature  of  that  fort ;  and  they  honoured  Semiramis  in 
the  form  of  a  ddve,  or  pigeon,  either  becaufe  flie  was 
nurfed  by  thefe  when  expofed  after  her  birth,  or  becaufe 
they  attended  her  at  her  death,  when  it  is  fabled,  {he  was 
changed  into  a  bird  ^. 

Iilicuftoms,  arts,  learning,  and  trade,  they  muft  cer-  Their  cuf- 
tainly  have  differed  but  little,  if  at  all,  from  the  Babylo-  '««J>  ^ru^ 
nians ;  fo  that  we  IhaU  fufpend  what  can  be  colIe<9:ed  in 
relation  thereto,  till  we  come  to  treat  of  the  Babylonian 
afiairs,  only  referring  the  reader  back  to  our  account  of 
the  language  of  Syria,  and  the  alphabet  6f  the  Syrian  Their  Un- 
charafter,  for  the  language  and  charaftcr  of  this  people,  S^^S'  ^»^ 
which  we  have  declared  to  be  the  fame.  alphabet. 


SECT.     III. 

Of  the  JJUyrian  Chronology,  to  the  Fall  of  the  Empire. 

'T^HE  Babylonians,   or  Ghaldees,  are  allowed  to  have 

•*    had  a  regular  body  of  genuine  hiftory  from  the  origin 

of  things  $    but  this  Babylonian  account  has  been  long 

>  Judith  iii.  8.      «  Selden de Diis Syria.      'Diod.  Sic.  lib.  ii. 

(ince 
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fince  deftroyed,  abfurd  traditions  ^nd  ridiculous  tales  liav<^ 
ing  taken  its  place,  a  circumftance  the  more  to  be  regret* 
ted,  as  we  are  afltired  by  Jofephus  it  was  very  valuable. 

The  Greeks  defpifed  the  hiftory  of  all  nations  \>e- 
fides  their  own,  never  concerning  themfelves  any  far- 
ther than  as  it  interfered  with  themfelves;  and  even 
then  they  introduced  it  rather  to  adorn  their  OMm  charac* 
ter,  than  to  preferve  any  thing  by  way  of  information  to 
pofterity. 

This  negligence  appears  more  plainly,  in  their  flight* 

ing,  and  even  deftroying  the  Perfian  records,  when  dhey 

became  matters  of  that  empire;  no  one  of  their  hiftorians, 

that  we  know  of,  ever  confulting  them  to  complete  a  fe- 

ries  of  the  Perfian  affairs :  nor  was  there  a  nation  they 

were  folicitous  about  but  the  Egyptians,  who  affe£ted  a 

deep  filence,  and  cared  not  to  fatisfy  their  curioGty.  Some 

of  the  Greeks,  indeed,  whofe  good  fenfe  got  the  better  of 

their  national  pride  and  prejudices,  namely,  Eratofthenes, 

Hecateus  the  Abderite,  and  Meiiander  the  Ephe(ian»  may 

be  quoted,    as  exceptions   to  what  we  have  obferved^  as 

well  as  fome  foreigners,  fuch  as  Berofus,  Manethoy  and 

fome  others,  who  were  encouraged  to  write  the  hiftories 

of  their  refpe£iive  countries,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Greeks : 

but  thefe  remarks  only  add  weight  to  the  imputed  arro* 

gance  of  that  afluming  people.    It  is  plain,  they  did  not 

in  the  leaft  regard  them ;  for  not  one  has  reached  our 

times,  nor  fo  much  as  one  Greek  that  had  made   any 

large  extracts  from  them,  if  we  except  Jofephus,  and  the 

Chriftian  chronologers,  Africanus,  Eufebius,  and  SynCek 

lus,  if  they  may  be  allowed  to  be  of  the  number. 

No  polite  nation  has  ever  been  more  egregioufly 
faulty  in  mixing  truth  with  fi£lion;  and  yet  they  feem 
to  have  thought  no  nation  fit  to  treat  of  hiftory,  but 
themfelves.  Diodorus  Siculus,  in  writing  of  the  Egyp* 
tians  and  Chaldeans,  never  mentions  fierofus  and  Ma- 
netho,  preferring  his  own  crude  indigeftions,  to  any 
thing  in  thefe  authors.  And  with  regard  to  AfTyria, 
inftead  of  reforting  to  fuch  as  might  truly  inform  him, 
he  takes  Ctefias  for  his  guide,  a  moft  fabulous  writer : 
but,  being  a  Greek,  he  was  preferred  by  the  vain  par- 
tiality of  his  countrymen,  and  his  hiftory  has  had  the 
!;ood  fortune  of  reaching  pur  times,  while  others  have 
iiffered  the  fate  which  Ctefias  and  Diodorus  more  juftly 
deferved; 

Among  thofe  great  and  powerful  nations  which  once 
exiftedi  and  are  now  no  more,  we  reckon  the  Affyrians^ 

Babjr^ 
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Babylonians,  and:  Lydians.  Their  records  and  their  hif- 
torians  have  long  fince  been  annihilated.  The  Greeks 
never  took  the  trouble  to  make  themfelves  acquainted 
with  the  genuine  particulars  of  their  hiftoryj  and  no 
other  nation,  the  Jews  excepted,  can  tell  us  any  thing 
about  them.  Hence  we  make  no  account  of  the  com- 
mon hiftories  of  thefe  nations,  and  particularly  of  the 
AiTyriatis.  Some  of  the  beft  chronologers  have  beea 
driven  to  miferable  (hifts  to  make  out  their  different  fyt 
tems.  But  as  our  defign  is  to  (hew  they  have  been  all 
mifled,  fome  few  excepted,  we  ihall  take  little  or  no  no- 
tice of  their  lucubrations. 


S!3 


A  Table  of  the  Succeffi^ns  of  the  Afffrian  Kings,  according  t9 

Eufebius  and  Syncellus. 


According  to  Eufebius. 


According  to  Syncellus. 


Yean. 


I  Ninus  reigned    - 
aSeminmir     ,. 

3  Zameis,  or  Ninyas 

4  Arius 

5  Aralius        -       - 

6  Xerxes,  or  Baleus 
'  7  Armamitres 

S  Belochus 
9  .Balseus 

10  Altadas 

11  Matnitus 

12  Manchaleus 

13  Spherus        -        • 

14  Matnitus 

1 5  Sparetus 
ID  Afiacadis 

17  Amyntes 

18  Belochus  (C) 


(C)  Or  Bolochus  ;  he  had  a 
daughter  called  Atofa,  as  alfo 
Semiramis,  who  reigned  with 
him  twelve  years. 

(D)  Bion  and  Alexander  Po- 
lyhiilor  divide  this  feries  of 
kings  into  two  dynafties,  which 
we  have  dlilinguirtied  by  this 
chafm.      Belochus,    who    fi* 


I 

5* 

2 

4* 

3 

38. 

4 

30 

5 

40 

6 

30 

7 

38 

8 

35 

9 

52 

10 

32 

II 

30 

12 

32 

J3 

20 

H 

30 

15 

40 

16 

40 

17 

45 

18 

^5^ 

19 

(D) 

Beliis  reigned 

Ninus 

Semiramis        ^ 

Ninyas,  or  Zames 

Arius 

Aralius         -         « 

Xerxes        » 

Armamithres      » 

Belochus 

Balseus         » 

Sethos 

Mamythus 

Afchalius 

Sphserus 

Mamylus 

Sparthaeus 

Afcatades 

Amyntes 

Belochus 


55 
5« 

•  38 

40 

^? 

.  38 

35 
5* 

3^ 

,30 

28 

22 

39 
4* 
38 

45 
^5 


19  Bel* 

nifhes  this  dynafty,  is  called  by 
the  fame  authors  Belleus  the 
Dercetad ;  and  in  him,  lay 
they,  the  race  of  Semiramis 
became  extindl ;  when  Pele- 
taras,  Beletores,  or  Bellepares, 
the  king's  gardener,  in  a  molt 
extraordinary  manner,  feized 
oft  the  empire  for  himfelf,  and 

efta- 


$H 


5r&^  tii/lory  of 

According 

to. 

Eufebiu8« 

Yetn. 

J  9  Beliepares 

•        .• 

30 

po  Lamprides 

- 

i2 

;ii  Sofares 

• 

V 

20 

22  Lampares 

- 

30 

^3  Panyas 

^ 

- 

45 

^4  Sofarmus 

- 

'9 

25  Mitre  us 

,     . 

• 

27 

26  Tautanes  (£) 

- 

32 

2  J  Teutcus 

- 

■• 

40 

»     « 

« 

•        • 

»      « 

» 

»       * 

«      • 

« 

*       * 

»     • 

« 

«     '  » 

According  to  Syncellus, 


eibblifhed  the  fucceifion  in  his 
own  family,  till  it,  at  laft,  fell 
under  Sardanapalus,  The  firil 
dynafty  of  thefe  kings,  then, 
ending  with  Belochus,  niuft  be 
called  Dercetadae,  from  Der- 
ceto,  the  mother  of  Semira- 
mis  (i). 

(E)  According  to  Eufebius, 
under  this  king  Troy  wa?  ta- 
Icen, 

(F)  Though  Syncellifs  feems 
to  agree  with  Eufebius,  as 'to 
the  reign  of  the  king  who  was 
on  the  throne  of  A%ria  when 
Troy  was  taken,  he  brings 
that  event  down  to  this  reign. 
He  obferves,  that  this  king 
was  by  the  Greeks  called  Ti- 
thon,  the  father  of  that  Mem« 
non,  who  was  fent  an  auxi- 
liary againft  the  Greeks,  and 
fell  by  the  hand  of  Achilles. 
'He  tells  us  the  copy  of  a  let- 
ter from  Priam  to  him  was 
handed  about  in  his  time  $  and 
a)fo,  that  he  was  called  Tau- 
tanes the  Second.  This  ftory 
is  borrowed  from  Cteiias,  who 
calls  this  king  Teucamus,  with 
Syncellus,    but  makes  him  a 


20  Belatores 

31  Lamprides    • 

22  Sofares 

23  Lamphraes 

24  Panyas 

25  Sofarmus 

26  Mithraeus 


Vcari. 

-  .30 
30 

•  20 

4S 

-  22 

26  Mithraeus  -  -  27 

27  Teutamus,  or  Tautanes  32 

28  Teutseus        •  -  44. 

29  Arabelcui        -  -  42 

30  Chalaus  -  -  45 

31  Anebus  -  -  38 

32  Babios  (F)        -      -  37 

28  Thinaeus 

diftinft  perfon    from    Tithon 
the  father  of  Mem  non.     This 
romantic  author  (Ctelias)  tells 
us,  he  fent  ten  thoufand  £• 
thiopians,   with  as  many  Su- 
fians,    people    widely     diftant 
from  each  other,  together  with 
two  hundred  chariots,   to  the 
affiftance  of  king  Priam,  who 
was    his  tributary.      Tithon, 
according  to  this  fame  author, 
was  at  that  time  governor  of 
Perfia,  in  high  favour  with' the 
king ;   and  his  fon  Memnon, 
who  commanded  thefe  auxili- 
ary forces,    was  then  in  the 
flower  of  his   days,    and  had 
built  a  palace  in  the  caille  of 
Sufa,  which  retained  the  name 
of  Memnonia  to  the  times  of 
the  Perlians  ;  and  had  paved  a 
public  way,   which  preferved 
his    name    many   ages    after- 
wards.   But  it  feems  the  E- 
thiopians  next  to  Egypt  de- 
nied all  this  ftory ;    and  pre- 
tended Memnon  was  their  coun- 
tryman, and  made  fliew  of  his 
palace,  which,  in  our  author's 
days,    they  continued  to  call 
Memnonia.     More  is  faid  in 


{r}  Diod.  Si&.  lib-  ii. 


contradictor 
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Acoarding  to  Eufebius.  .  According  to  Syncelhis. 


Hi 


^8  ThiiueuS 

29  Dcrcilus 

30  Eupales 
J I  Laoflhenes 

32  Pyriatides 

33  Ophrateus 

34  OpKratenes 
55  Ocrazapes 
36  Tonos  Concoleros, 

by    the    Greeks 
Sardanapalus 

Total    - 


•} 


Yeaxv. 

30 

40 

38 

30 
20 

SO 

42 

X24O 


Yean. 

-J     *     «t     »     ♦     »     ♦ 

34  Dercylds        -        -       4Q 

35  Enpacmes        -       -        4$ 
J 6  Laollhencs      •      -        45 

37  Pertiades        •        .  30 

38  Ophrat2eus        •      •  21 

39  Epheceres        -      -  ^j 

40  Acraganes       •         -  4a 

41  Thonos  Cohcoleros  15 

Total    -     1460 


A  Table  of  the  Succejftons  of  the  AJfyrtim  KivgSj  auording  t$ 
the  Canon  ofScnpturey  and  as  theyjland  in  this  Hijiory. 


According  to  Scripture. 

1  Pul. 

2  Tiglathpilefcr. 

3  Shahnanefer. 
^  Sennacherib. 
5  Aflar-haddon, 


« 


According  to  this  hiflory. 

1  Pul. 

2  Tiglathpilefar. 

3  Shalmanefer. 

4  Sennacherib* 

<  Aflar-haddon, 

6  SaofducheuS|    or  Nabucha- 
donofor. 

7  Chyniladan,  or  Sarac. 


The  two  lifts,  which  form  this  firft  table,  are  derived,  <['hefirfi 
notwithftanding  the  variations  in  them,  from  one  formed  tabU. 
by  Ctefias,  who  concluded  his  hiftory  of  the  Aflyrians 
with  a  lift  of  kings  from  Ninus  to  Artaxerxes  ^  Caftor 
copied  them,  who  was  again  copied  by  Eufebius  ^ ;  and 
Eufebius  begins,  as  Ctefias  had  taught  him,  with  Ninus, 
while  Syncellus,  on  the  other  hand,  begins  with  Belus, 
jind  afligns  him  a  reign  of  fifty-five  years,  though  Caftor  s, 
whom  in  this  he  follows,  declares  the  length  of  Belus'^ 
^ign  to  be  uncertain.  But  this  is  not  the  only  difference 
between  them ;  Syncellus  has  in  his  lift  four  kings,  which 
^re  wanting  in  that  of  Eufebius,  and  which  are  no-where 

«  Phot.  Bibliot.  p.  134.  Tmcmat.  72,  Died.  SicuL  lib.  xir, 
f  Vide  Marfliam.  Can.  Chron.  fecul.  17.  de  Regib.  AflTyr. 
C  Apud  Syncell.  p.  xo6. 

contradi^ion  to  Ctefias^s  ftory :     head ;    and  therefore  drop  the 
but  we  may  perhaps  have  an-     fubje£t  for  the  prefent* 
ticipated  too  much  upon  this 

elfc 
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dft  to  be  met  with  :  whence  this  difference  might  atifey 
we  ihall  forbear  to  inquire ;  and  the  rather,  as  we  (hall 
endeavour  to  dcftroy  the  whole  fcheme  on  both  (ides  4 
but  firft  we  would  obferve,  that  Syncellus  exceeds  all  the 
reft  in  the  number  of  years  he  allows  for  the  duration  of 
the  Aflyrian  monarchy  5  for  while  St.  Auguftin  *»  allows  it 
but  1305,  Caftor  1280,  Eufebius  1240^  Velleius  1070, 
Syncellus  gives  it  1460,  therein  greatly  exceeding  his  ori- 
ginal author  Ctefias,  and  his  two  tranfcribers  Diodorus 
and  Trogus,  who  mention  but  about  1300. 

Since  therefore  thefe  computations  are  primarily  borrowed 
from  Ctefias,  and  lengthened  and  fhortened  apparently  to 
the  fancy  of  the  feveral  writers  his  fucceifors,  it  will  be 
abfolutely  neceffary  for  us  to  inquire  what  foundation  he 
builds  upon ;  and  whether  his  fuperftru£lure  be  raifed 
upon  truth  or  falihood.  Ariftotle,  who  was  almoft  his 
contemporary,  declares  him  a  writer  unworthy  o^  credit ; 
and  whoever  perufes  his  Indica,  muft  immediately  con- 
clude him  to  have  been  a  man  of  no  fincerity :  Ariftotle 
was  not  the  only  writer  of  the  ancients  that  has  declared 
againft  him  ;  nOr  are  his  Indica  the  only  proof  we  have, 
that  he  was  a  fabulous  writer,  as  may  be  gathered  from 
what  is  to  follow. 

Were  his  charafler  much  better  eftablifhed  than  it  is, 
his  lift  of  the  Affyrian  kings  would  be  no  proof  of  the  du- 
ration of  that  empire  ;  nothing  being  eafier  than  to  invent 
names,  and  to  add  what  lengths  of  reign  we  pleafe  to 
cftabfifli  ^ ;  efpecially  for  a  man  who  pretends  a^ually  to 
have  feen  fuch  things  in  India  as  never  were,  and  never 
can  be.  The  queftion  might  naturally  enough  be  afked. 
Might  not  Ctefias  as  well  forge  his  Aflyrian  hiftory,  as 
create  the  number  of  monfters  he  talks  of  in  India  ?  And 
,  might  not  we  as  juftly  fufpeft  him  of  falftiood,  when  he 
pretends  to  have  compiled  his  hiftory  from  original  re- 
cords, as  when  he  gravely  avers  to  have  been  an  eye-wit- 
nefs  of  what  no  mortal  can  believe  ? 

This  queftion  may  be  the  more  pertinently  afked,  as  both 
his  relation  of  the  Indies,  and  his  hiftory  of  the  AfTyrians, 
are  equally  ma^'vellous,  and  equdly  impofSble.  Who  can 
fee  Ninus  at  the  head  of  millions  of  men,  at  a  time  when 
the  earth  muft  have  been  but  thinly  inhabited  -,  when  man- 
kind muft  have  been  a  good  deal  in  a  ftate  of  fimplicity 
and  nature  ;  who.  can  read  this  alTertion,  without  anaign- 
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ing  the  biftorian  of  falfhood  and  forgery  ?  Or  wlio  can 
^erufe  his  hiftory  of  Semiramis  ;  her  mighty  valour  aiid 
heroic  deeds  at  the  age  of  twenty,  or  thereabouts ;  her 
two  millions  of  ilien  employed  in  the  building  of  Babylon  \ 
her  three  hundred  thoufand  ikin's  of  black  oxen,  made  up 
in  the  form  of  elephants,  and  other  things  of  this  nature  % 
and  not  conclude,  that  what  contained  it  was  no  genuine 
hiftory,  but  a  moft  barefaced  romance  ?  In  a  word,  his 
Aflyrian  hiftory,  as  it  ftands  in  the  next  feftion,  is  mod 
evidently  calculated  to  aftonifli  and  amaze,  and  to  ftrain 
tredulity  beyond  all  poffible  bouhds. 

What  particularly  argues  his  lift  of  the  Aflyrian  kingu 
bf  the  grofleft  forgery,  is,  that  it  is  a  medley  of  Greek, 
Perfian,  Egyptian,  and  other  names.  Sphierus,  Lam-  • 
prides,  Laofthenes,  Dercylus,  are  Greek  names,  and  very 
conimon.  Amyntas  is  the  name  of  a  king  of  Macedon ; 
Arius  is  the  name  of  a  king  of  Sparta.  Piritiades  is  re^- 
gularly,  as  (hould  feem,  formed  from  pyritis,  a  medicinal 
nerb.  Which  Ctefials,  as  a  J)hyfician,  muft  have  been  well 
acquainted  with.  Xerxes,  Armamithres,  Mithrjeus,  are 
Perfian  names.  Sofarmus,  according  to  himfelf,  is  the 
name  of  a  king  of  the  Medes,  which  how  it  fliould  havfe 
happened,  may  not  be  fo  very  unaccountable,  confidering 
the  empire  pafTed  from  the  Affyrians  to  the  Medes  ;  but 
how  Sethos,  the  name  of  an  Egyptian  kirig,  (hould  alfo 
have  been  th6  name  of  an  Aflyrian,  is  what  we  are  wholly 
iat  a  lofs  to  comprehend.  Nothing  is  more  obvious  to  thofe 
who  have  dipt  into  genuine  hiftory j  than  the  wide  differ;* 
ence  between  the  Aflyrian  and  the  Perfian  names  ;  and  the 
ffill  wider  difierence  between  both  and  the  Greek ;  fo  that 
nothing  can  be  faid  in  his  behalf,  except  that  he  tranflat^ 
fed  fom6  of  the  origirtal  names;  though  this  is  abfolutely 
falfe,  as  ht  is  cbnfefledly  fo  ignorant  in  this  particular, 
that  he  had  even  no  knowlege  of  the  Aflyrian  names, 
how  they  were  pronounced,  or  uttered ;  fo  fiu  was  he 
from  knowing  how  they  were  compounded,  and  whence 
they  were  formed ;  a  moft  glaring  inftance  of  which  will 
be  leen  in  the  fequel. 

The  great  antiquity  of  the  Aflyrian  empire  may  alfo  be 
urged  againft  CteCas,  and  particularly  as  he  writes  in  di-* 
JreS  oppofitlon  to  the  Scripture.  Ninus,  according  to 
him,  muft  have  reigned  before  the  days  of  Abraham,  and 
conquered  Perfia,  Medid,  Egypt,  Aflyria,  and  all  Afia  ; 
Sand  his  wife  Semiramis,  his  immediate  fucceflbr,  adds 
liibya  and  Ethiopia  to  her  dominions.     But  he  brings  no 
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collateral  proofs  of  all  thefe  cvetlti;  and  the  books  (if 
Mofes  fay  not  a  word  of  the  rnatter.  According  to  Scrip* 
ture,  the  Canaafiites  were  tiilder  their^  own  kJngs  or  pa- 
triarchs many  ages  after  Abrahaan;  the  Moabites,  the 
Ammonites,  the  Midianites^  the  Edomites,  the.  Arnatek- 
ites,  the  Philiflines,  were  fubjedl  to  no  foreign  yoke,  and 
free  from  (Irange  lorda,  till  they  began  to  be  perfeented  by 
the  f  word  of  Ifrael.  Egypt  fecmingly  enjoyed  a  profound 
peace,  apprehenfive  of  no  danger  from  without,  till  Sen-» 
nacherib,  bent  upon  eftablifliing  and  enlarging  hi»  empire^ 
moved  towards  Egypt  with  defign  to  invade  it.  In  proof 
of  all  this,  we  need  only  refer  to  the  biftories  of  thefe  na- 
tions in  the  former  part  of  this  work.  It  appears  then, 
that  no  Aflyrian  enemy  was  in  thefe  parts  for  many  ages 
after  the  pretended  dates  of  Ninus  and  Semiramis ;  and 
that  all  Syria  and  Mefopotamia  were  free  alfo  from  any 
fubjeftion  to  Aflyria,  may  be  as  plainly  proved. 
^he  fecond  Having  endeavoured  to  dcftroy  the  credit  of  Ctefias, 
Mli,  and  therewith  the  firft  table  of  the  Aflyrian  kings  from 

Eufebius  and  Syncellus,  we  will  proceed  to  fettle  (ne  chro- 
ilology  of  the  Aflyrian  empire,  by  taking  into  confidera- 
tion  the  fecond  table*  By  the  hifl:ory  of  Syria,  and  the 
neighbouring  countries,  it  appears,  the  AflTyrians  had  na 
power  in  the  weftcrn  parts  of  Afia  till  the  reign  of  Pul, 
who  made  his  firft  appearance  on  this  fide  the  Euphrates, 
in  the  decline  of  the  kingdom  of  Damafcus ;  what  they 
had  before  that  time  done  in  the  Eaft,  does  no  where  ap- 
pear; but  that  the  foundations  of  the  monarchy  were  laid 
by  Pul,  or  fonle  near  predeceflbr  of  hisy  by  conquefii 
nearer  home,  is  not  to  be  doubted.  The  Aflyrian  mo- 
narchy cannot  be  dated  much  farther  back  th art"  the  dayi 
of  Menahem  ;  and  this  pofition  is  not  only  to  be  demon- 
ftrated  by  Scripture,  and  Ptolemy's  Aftronomical  Candn} 
but  alfo  by  feveral  of  the  moft  unexceptionable  profane 
writers. 

Herodotus,  that  venerable  and  much  injured  biftorian, 
obferves,  that  the  Aflyrians  had  been  mafters  of  the  Up- 
per Afia  five  hundred  and  twenty  years,  when  the  Medea 
threw  off  their  yoke ;  and  that  the  empire  of  the  latter 
fubfifted  no  longer  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  in- 
clufive  of  the  twenty-eight  years,  during  which  the  Scy- 
thians ruled  Afia.  Thefe  two  fums,  added  together, 
amount  to  fix  hundred  and  feventy  years,  for  the  whole 
duration  of  the  two  monarchies  or  the  Aflyrians  and 
Medes  \  which  being  added  to  the  epoch  o£  Cyrus  before. 

Chrift, 
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Chrift,  which  IS  utiiVerfally  ftated  at  five  hundred  and  fif- 
ty-nine years,  will  make  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
twenty-nine,  the  whole  interval  between  the  firft  rife  of  the 
Aflyrian  monarchy  and,  the  birth  of  Chrift,  which  cuts  oflF 
jabout  a  thoufand  years  from  the  common  profane  accounts : 
though  it  will  exceed  the  sera  of  Nabonaflarby  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eight  years ;    and  therefore   Herodotus's 
numbers,  as  they  ftand  with  us,  are  doubtlefs  too  long, 
though  fo  much  Ihort  of  thofe  of  Ctefias,  and  his  fol- 
lowers.    But,  by  the  way,  we  would  add,  that  Herodotus's 
computation  is  not  above  two  hundred  years  later  than 
the  days  of  Chufiian-Rifhathaim,  king  of  Mefopotamia,  or 
Aram-Naharaim,  who  kept  the  children  of  Ifrael  in  fub- 
jedlion  for  the  fpace  of  eight  years,  till  they  were  deliver- 
ed from  him  by  Othniel.     In  what  fenfe  this  Chuflian- 
Riftiathaim  may  have  been  confidered  as  an  Aflyrian,  w6 
take  not  upon  us  to  fay  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  he  was  not, 
properly  fpeaking,  of  that'  nation,  becaufe  he  is  in  Scrip- 
ture called  a  Mefopotamian  5  and  therefore  we  might  with 
equal  jufticc  call  Chedorlaomer  an  Aflyrian,  though  he 
isexprefly  faid  to  have  been  an  Elamite  or  Perfian;  and 
this  care  in  the  hiftorian,  thus  to  diilinguifli  the  men,  who 
from  the  beginning,  made  inroads  upon  the  countries  on 
this  fide  the  Euphrates,  exprefly  faying  the  firft  was  an 
Elamite,  the  fecond  a  Mefopotamian,    and  calling  Ful  ah 
AflTyrian,  leaves  us  no  room  to  imagine,  that  the  two 
former  were  tings  of  Aflyria. 

We  cannot  pretend  to  fix  the  exa£l:  agra  of  the  Aflyrian  ^'V'  ^f  ^^^ 
monarchy,  except  we  do  it  relatively  to  ourfelves  in  the  Afy^^ 
weftern  parts;  and  in  that  cafe  we  muft  compute  from  the  *"*'*.'^'^3'* 
year  of  Pul's  firft  appearance  on  this  fide  of  the  Euphrates, 
which  was  about  the  fecond  year  of  Menahem,  twenty- 
four  years  before  the  aera  of  Nabonaflar,  one  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  feventy-feven  years  after  the  flood,  and 
feven  hundred  and  feventy-one  years  before  Chrift* 

Thus  far  it  is  no  difiicult  matter  to  afcertain  the  begin- 
ning of  this  empire.  Its  end  may  perhaps  be  more  nearly 
fixed,  though  that  is  what  we  cannot  fettle  beyond  all 
poflibility  of  difpute.  The  texts  of  Scripture,  which  give 
us  fo  near  a  profpedl  of  Its  beginning,  and  relates  fome  of 
the  remarkable  tranfadions  of  five  of  its  moft  potent 
princes,  drop  us  on  a  fudden ;  fo  that  we  are  obliged  to  refort 
to  the  Apocrypha,  and  Ptolemy's  Canon,  for  the  fuccefl!br$ 
of  the  great  Efar-Haddon.  The  book  of  Judith  correfponds 
£b  exaftly  with  Herodotus,  ki  what  he  fays  of  the  war 
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1  ctween  the  declining  Aflyrians,  and  the  rifing  MedeS^ 
that  we  think  ourfelves  fufiiciently  warranted  to  credit  bis 
narration  ^  and  feeing  the  reign  of  Nabuchadonofor  molt 
naturally  coincides  with  that  of  Saofducheus,  we  have 
ventured  to  pronounce  them  .to  have  been  one  and  the 
fame  king :  as  for  Sarac,  which  name  we  borrow  from 
Polyhiftor  %  and  whom  we  alfo  call  Chyniladon  and  Sar- 
danapalus,  from  a  fimilitude  of  his  ftory  and  unhappy 
end  in  the  fame  hiftorian,  with  what  is  related  thereof  by 
Ctefias,  we  muft  confefs  ourfelves  in  the  dark,  as  we  may 
note  hereafter  in  the  body  of  our  Aflyrian  hiftory.  In  the 
mean  time  it  may  be  objefted  to  us,  that  Polyhiftor  is  a 
follower  of  Ctefias,  and  a&.fuch  we  have  confidered  him; 
^ut  we  anfwer,  with  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  ^^  that  there  may 
be  fomething  of  truth  at  the  bottom  of  the  Ctefian  hiftory, 
as  there  is  fometimes  in  romances  ;  as  that  Nineveh  was 
deftroyed  by  the  Medes  and  Babylonians.  'But whence  it  is, 
•  that  we  have  no  fuch  name  as  Sarac  in  the  Nabonaffaran 
Canon,  we  fliall  here  forbear  to  enquire,  as  we  may 
have  a  more  convenient  opportunity  of  offering  our  con- 
jeftures  concerning  him,  when  we  come  to  the  hiftory  of 
his  reign  ;  and  therefore,  fince  nothing  pofitive  can  be  af- 
certained,  as  to  this  laft  ftage  of  the  Aflyrian  monarchy, 
we  here  conclude  this  fedtion. 


SECT.      IV. 

^he  Hiftory  of  Jfjyriay  according  to  Ctefias  of  Cnidos^ 

and  his  Followers. 

A  LTHOUGH  we  have  condemned  Ctefias*&  hiftory  of 
"^^  this  country  as  forgery  and  falfliood,  yet,  as  it  has  been 
fo  long  received  for  truth,  by  moft  of  the  wifeft  and  moft 
fagacious  hiftorians  and  chronologers,  and,  as  we  may 
/ay,  from  all  antiquity  admitted  into  the  body  of  hiftory, 
we  are  under  an  indifpenfable  obligation  of  producing  it 
here,  as  it  is  with  great  folemnity,  and  all  poflible  confi- 
dence, handed  down  to  us.  Ninus,  a  prince  of  martial 
genius,  and  immenfe  ambition,  refolved  to  make  a  con- 
queft  of  the  nations  round  about,  and  ered):  an  empire 
over  them  :  with  this  view  he  aflembled  together  the  moft 
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tobuft  of  the  youth  in  his  dominions,  diligently  trained 
them  up  to  the  exercife  of  arms,  inured  them  to  hardfliip 
and  labour,  and  fitted  them  for  war  *. 

Being  now  in  a  Gondition  to  execute  his  ambitious  der 
fign,  but  apprehending  he  might  be  ftopped  in  his  career 
by  the  Arabians,  whom  alone  he  dreaded,  as  a  bold  and 
refolute  people,  jealous  and  tenacious  of  their  liberty,  he 
entered  into  a  league  with  Ariseus  their  king  ;  whereby,  if 
he  did  not  obtain  his  immediate  afliflance,  he  might,  at 
leaft,  feicure  his  neutrality  and  connivance.  But  Ari^eus 
joined  him,  and  marched  with  him  into  Babylonia.  The 
city  of  Babylon,  fo  famous  fmce,  was  not  at  that  time  in 
being ;  though  the  province  itfelf  abounded  >n  cities, 
whofe  inhabitants,  unfkilled  in  the  arts  of  defence,  fell 
an  cafy  prey  to  the  afpiring  Ninus,  who  impofed  on  them 
an  annual  tribute;  and  carried  away  their  king,  and  alt 
his  children,  whom  he  afterwards  put  to  death.  He  then 
fell  upon  Armenia  with  irrefiftible  force,  bore  down  all 
before  him,  and  ftruck  fuch  terror  into  the  hearts  of  the 
inhabitants,  that  their  king  Bavzanes  himfelf  waited  on  the 
conqueror  with  rich  gifts,  and  made  fubmiffion  to  him  \ 
which  had  this  efFeft,  that  Ninus  courteoufly  left  him  in 
poifefiion  of  his  kingdom  of  Armenia  ;  but  upon  this  con- 
dition, that  he  fliould  be  his  vaflal,  and  ferve  him  in  his 
wars,  whenever  called  upon  for  that  purpofe.  Encouraged 
thus  to  proceed,  he  made  an  attempt  upon  Media,  and 
attacked  its  king  Phamus,  though  at  the  head  of  a 
powerful  army,  which  he  defeated,  and  cut  in  pieces, 
taking  the  king  himfelf  prifoner,  together  with  his  wife 
and  feven  children,  whom  he  crucified. 

And  now  he  refolved  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  all 
Afia  between  the  Tanais  and  the  Nile :  that  he  might, 
with  the  more  fafety,  enter  upon  this  enterprize,  he  com- 
mitted to  an  intimate  friend  the  government  of  his  new 
conqueft,  Media,  M'hile  he  himfelf  marched  againft 
the  other  provinces  of  Afia,  which,  in  feventeen  years 
time,  he  reduced,  Backria  and  India  excepted.  The  num- 
ber of  the  nations  he  fubducd,  are  no  where  fpecified, 
jior  the  battles  he  fought  by  any  one  defcribed  and  enu- 
merated 5  but  we  are  told,  that  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
the  fea-coafts,  as  well  as  of  the  inland  parts,  conquering  His  rf«- 
Egypt,  Phoenice,  Coelefyria,  Cilicia,  Pamphilia,  Lycia,  queftu 
Caria,  Phrygia,  Myfia,  Lydia,  Troas,  and  Phrygia  upon 
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the  Hdlcfpont,  the  Propontis,  Bithynia,  Cappadociay  tp* 
gether  with  the  barbarous  nations  from  Pontus  to  the  Ta- 
nais :  the  Caddufians,  Tapyrians,  Hyrcanians,  Dacians, 
DerbicianS)  Carmanians,  Choramneans,  Borchanians>  and 
Parthians,  not  excepting  Perfia,  the  Sufiana^  and  what 
was  called  Cafpiana,  which  he  penetrated  by  the  pafies 
called,  the  Cafpian  Streights.  Other  nations  of  Icfs  ac- 
count he  now  fubdued,  but  found  it  impra€ticable  to 
make  any  effeftual  impreflion  on  the  Ba£lrians,  who  were 
fecured  by  the  difficulty  of  their  paffes,  and  the  numbers 
of  their  hardy  warriors ;  and  therefore  he  deferred  his 
war  with  them,  till  he  (hould  be  better  afltired  of  making 
his  attempt  with  fuccefs. 

Leading  his  army  back  again  into  his  own  country 
(Syria,  as  it  is  called),  he  determined  to  raife  faimfelf  as 
great  a  name  for  his  magnificence  at  home,  as  he  hoped 
he  (hould  enjoy  for  his  warlike  exploits  abroad ;.  and,  with 
this  defigUy  marked  out  a  fpot  of  ground  whereon  to  ered 
a  city,  which,  for  extent  and  (l;atelinefs,  fhould  not  only 
far  furpafs  all  that  had  ever,  before  been  in  the  world,  but 
alfo  be  fuch  as  (hould,  with  the  greateft  difficulty,  be 
equalled  by  any  other  pVince  in  ages  to  come.  Having 
difmifled  the  Arabian  king,  who  had  followed  him  in  his 
wars,  with  high  honours,  and  noble  gifts,  and  having  got 
a  multitude  of  hands  about  him,  and  amaiTed  a  treafure 
proportionable  to  his  undertaking,  he  laid  the  founda^ 
tions  of  his  intended  city,  which  rofe  to  that  ftupendous 
degree  of  grandeur,  as  was  never  after  beheld  in  any  city 
whatfoever.  This  city,  which  he  honoured  with  his 
name,  Ninus  (Nineveh),  he  gave  for  a  poflTeilion  to  the' 
mod  eminent  of  the  Aflyrians,  with  liberty,  at  the  fame 
time,  for  thofe  of  any  other  nation  to  fettle  there,  adding 
to  it  a  large  territory. 

This  work  being  difpatched,  in  what  fpace  of  time  we 
are  not  told,  Ninus  took  the  (ield  again,  to  fubdue  the 
Badirians,  whom  he  had  left  unconquered ;  and,  though 
in  this  expedition  fuccefs  and  triumph  crowned  his  en- 
deavours, it  is  for  nothing  more  remarkable  than  for  bis 
marriagfe  with  Semiramis ;  which  leads  us  to  fay  fome-* 
thing  of  the  obfcurity  of  her  birth,  and  the  fublimity  of 
her  elevation.  Her  birth  and  extraftion  were  undoubtedly 
more  than  merely  mortal ;  for  (he  fprang  from  a  goddefs, 
Derceto  by  name,  who  had  a  temple  erefted  to  her  near 
a  fi(hy  lake,  not  far  from  Afcalon  in  Syria,  and  was  rc- 
prefented  as  half  a  woman,  ^nd  half  a  fi(h^  upon  the  fol- 
lowing 
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lowing  iiemarkable  pccafion :  this  goddefs  is  faid  to  have 
iaboured  under  the  d\fplea&.re  of  Venus,  who,  to  punifli 
her,  caufed  her  to  fall  in  love  with  a  youth,  who,  among 
others^  happened  to  be  offering  facrifice  to  her ;  conceiv- 
ing  by  him,    fhe   was   delivered  of  a   daughter;    but, 
^ihamed  of  her  guilt,  and  defirous  to  conceal  it,  fhe  mur- 
jdered  the  youth,  and  expofed  the  infant  among  the  rocks 
-of  a  defert,  and,  overwhelmed  with  grief  and  difhohour, 
throw  herfelf  headlong  into  the  lake,  and  became  a  fifh. 
The  unhappy  infant  was  miraculoufly  fuftained  and  nou* 
rifhed  by  a  flock  of  doves  or  pigeons  (P),  which  kept  her 
warm  with  their  wings,  and  fed  her  with  milk  from  the 
neighbouring  cottages  1:  when  at  a  year  old,  the  child  re»- 
quired  a  more  fubftantial  food,  they  were  obferved  to  fup- 
ply  her  vv-ith  cheefe.     The  neighbouring  (hepherds  having 
thus  difcovered  the  child,  took  her  home  with  them,  and 
fent  to  the   chief  of  the   king's  fhepherds,    Simma  by 
name,  who  bei^g  childlefs,  adopted  her,  and  called  her 
Semiramis,  jborrowed  from  a  word  in  the  Syriac  tongue, 
iignifying  doves  or  pigeons^  which  the  Syrians  ever  after* 
wards  adored  as  divinities.  / 

She  grew  up,  ahd,  as  fhe  far  exceeded  all  of  her  fex  //  married^ 
for  wit  and  hea.uty,  no  wonder  flie  captivated  the  heart  of  ^^ ^^'•-  ^ 
one  Menon,  who  was  fent  to  furvey  the  king's  cattle,  ^'^*^^^  ^^^ 
though  at  the  fame  time  no  lefs  than  chief  of  his  mafter's 
council,  ahd  governor  of  all  Syria.     Menon  had  fight  of 
the  divine  Semiramis  at  Sim  ma's  houfe ;  and,  not  without 

freat  difficulty,  obtained  her  confent,  condufted  her  to 
Rneveh,  where  he  married  her,  and  had  two  fons  by 
her,  'Hypates  and  Hydafpes  (Q^).  In  fhort,  fhe  governed 
her  hufband,  who  did  nothing  but  by  her  advice,  and  with 
her  participation,  and  grew  into  great  fame  for  wifdom. 
Having  thus  introduced  Semiramis,  we  mufl  now  leave 
her  for  a  while,  to  follow  Nimis  in  his  BacSlrian  war. 
That  prince,  fenfible  he  had  a  tafk  of  the  greateft  difficulty 

^P)  Hence  it  fhould  feem,  fulnefs  of  the  contrary   (i). 
that  Afcalon  was  remarkable         (Q^)*Thefe  are  the  Greek 

for  flocks  of  pigeonsj  not  only  in  names,  void  of  all  affinity  with 

the  roads  and  fields,  but  about  any  names,  either  Aflyrian  or 

every  houfe;  which  the  people  Babylonian.     Hydafpes    was, 

here  religiouflyabilained  from,  according  to  the  LXX.    the      • 

on  account  ot  an  ancient  tra-  name  of  a  river  not  far  from 

ilition  concerning  the  unlaw-  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates. 

(i)  Philo,  apudEufeb,  Pr»par.  Evang.  lib.  vili.  p.  598. 
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to  accomplilli,  made  choice  of  the  ableftand  (louteft  mcii 
in  all  his  dominions.  He  aflembled  an  army  confiding  of 
one  million  fcvcn  hundred  thoufand  foot,  above  two  hun- 
dred and  ten  thoufand  horfe,  and  no  lefs  than  ten  thou- 
fand {\\  hundred  fcythed  chariots.  Our  author  tells  us, 
thefe  numbers  may  feem  incredible  ^  but  that  we  fhali 
think  them  nothing,  if  we  confider  the  vaft  extent  of  ACaj 
and  efpecially  if  we,  at  the  fame  time,  call  to  mind  the 
eight  hundred  thoufand  men  Darius  led  ag^inft  the  Scy- 
thians, and  the  numberlefs  army  that  followed  Xerxes 
into  Greece  ;  incidents  of  late  tranfa^ion,  which  every 
body  in  his  time,  in  Vi,  mannej,  knew. 

Having  by  this,  and  other  arguments  and  examples 
of  the  fame  kind,  endeavoured  to  furmount  the  incre- 
dibility that  might  ftart  up  to  the  difadvantage  of  this  part 
of  his  hiftory,  he  proceeds  to  tell  us,  that  Ninus,  as  he 
advanced  towards  the  ftreigh^s  and  pafles  into  Baftria,  yvas. 
obliged  to  divide  his  army  into  two  or  three  columns  y 
and  thus  he  made  his  way  into  the  enemies  cpuntry. 

Badtria  was,  even  in  thofe  days,  adorned  with  many 
large  and  noble  cities  :  the  capital  was  called  by  the  name 
of  Baftra  j  and  Oxyartes  was  kipg.  This  monarch  af- 
fembled  an  army  of  four  hundred  thoufand  n>en,  with 
>yhom  he  marched  towards  the  paffes  which  gave  admif- 
fion  into  his  country,  and  quietly  fufFered  Ninus  to  enter 
with  part  of  his  army ;  biit,  perceiving  their  numbers  tq 
fwell  confiderably,  he  fell  on  them  in  the  plain  and  ob- 
tained a  complete  viftory.  Thus  was  Ninus  repulfed  by 
the  Ba^lrians,  with  the  lofs  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
men ;  but  he  had  his  turn  of  conqueft,  overpowered  the 
Baftrian  with  numbers,  and  broke  and  difperfed  his  army, 
which  ran  to  the  cities  to  defend  them  againft  the  in- 
vader. Ninus  afterwards  reduced  all  the  cities  and  ftrong 
holds  \  but  the  city  and  fortrefs  of  Baftra  itfelf,  fuftained 
a  long  and  tedious  fiege. 

During  this  fiege,  Semiramis's  fond  {luftand,  then  at- 
tending the  king,  was  feized  with  an  impatient  defire  tp 
fee  his  wife  ;  and,  fending  for  her,  fhe,  as  defirous  to  dif? 
play  the  fuperiority  of  her  underftanding,  and  other  ex- 
cellencies, as  her  hufband  was  of  her  company,  fet  out 
for  the  camp,  in  a  habit  foprudently  contrived,  as  at  once 
to  preferve  her  beauty'  and  conceal  her  fex,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  be  fit  for  agility  and  aftion;  a  mode  of 
drefs  which  fo  captivated  the  fancy,  that  the  Med^s  are 

'  faid 
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(aid  to  have  affumed  it  when  their  empire  was  eftabliflied  | 
arid  the  Perfians  alfo. 

She  no  fooner  arrived  before  Baftria,  than  fhe  made 
remarks  on  their  manner  of  condufting  the  fiege ;  and 
particularly  took  i^otice,  that  they  amufed  themfelvfes 
with  aflaulting  the  weakeft  places,  and  never  thought 
of  making  ai?  effort  upon  the  citadel,  and  other  parts 
of  more  ftrcngth,  which  therefore  the  befieged  ncg- 
lefted-  In  confequence  of  this  obfervatiop,  jfhe  chofe  a 
party  of  men  dextrous  at  climbing,  and  with  thefe  got 
pofleffion  of  part  of  the  citadel.  Then  flie  made  fignal  to 
the  Aflyrians  to  give  the  affault  in  that  quarter,  and  the 
city,  being  thus  thrown  into,  the  greateft  confufion,  was 
immediately  reduced. 

Ninus,  aftonifhed  at  this  a£l:ion,at  firfl:  rewarded  her  as  Ktnusfirjk 
fhe  deferved,  and  prefently  fell  a  flave   to  her  irrefiftible  fmttten 
beauty,  endeavouring  by  all  nieans  to  perfuade  her  huf-  'wiw^fr, 
band  to  furrender  her  up  to  him,  and  particularly  tempt- 
ing hinj  with  the  pxomife  of  giving  him  his  daughter  So- 
fana  in  marriage  ;  but  this  offer  making  no  impreflion  on 
him^  Ninus  changfrd  his  tone,  and  threatened  to  deprive 
bim  of  his  eyes;  Menon  thus  menaced,  was  feized  with 
fuch  a  fit  of  rage  and  defpair,  that  he  immediately  dif- 
patched  himfclf  j  and  Ninus  becoming  poffeffed  of  the  in- 
comparable Semiramis,  advanced  her  to  the  imperial  dig-  Marria 
jfiity.  hen . 

Ninus,  now  lord  of  Baftra,  returned  with  immenfe 
fpoil,  particularly  of  gold  and  filver ;  and  fome  time  after- 
wards had  a  fon  by  Semiramis,  called  Ninyas,  whom,  at  Has  ajbm 
his  death,  he  committed  to  the  care  of  his  wife,  appoint-  h  ^^* 
ing  her  regent  of  the  empire.  She  depofited  her  hufband 
}n  the  palace,  and  raifed  over  him  a  mount  of  earth  of 
wonderful  dimenfions,  no  lefs  than  nine  ftadia  in  height, 
and  ten  in  breadth  (R),  confpicuous  over  all  the  plain, 
where  the  city  of  Nineveh  flood,  which  it  long  furvived, 
remaining  a  ftupendous  monument  many  ages  after  the 
fubverfion  of  the  empire. 

Semiramis,  as  may  be  gathered  from  what  has  been  Semira" 
faid  before,  w^s  a  woman  of  an  afpiring  mind,  and  im-  iw/V/  cka* 
menfe  ambition,  and  now  thought  of  nothing  lefs  than  ^^^''« 
^clipfing  h^r  huftand's  glory  :  to  which  end  (he  deter-  Re/olves  t§ 
mined  to  ere£J;  a  city  in  the  province  of  Babylon  ;  made  ^'^{^  ^^' 

(R)  Or  a  mile  and  a  quar-  the  fame  rule  it  mufthave  bcea 
ter,  allowing  eight  ftadia  or  a  mile  and  half  a  quarter  ia 
furUngs  to  the  mile.    And  by    heighi, 

incredible 
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incredible  preparations^  and  aflembled  two  millions  of 
men  to  aflift  in  the  work.  This  city  was  divided  by  the 
Euphrates,  and  flie  furrounded  it  with  a  wall  of  three  hunr 
dred  and  fixty  ftadia  in  circuit,  of  fuch  thicknefs,  that  fix 
chariots  might  drive  a-breaft  thereon,  ^nd  of  height  bcr 
yond  imagination,  no  lefs  than  fifty  orgyas,  or  fathoms, 
and  adorned  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  turrets,  in  due 
and  proper  proportion,  the  whole  a  foHd  body  of  brick 
cemented  together  with  bitumen  j  and  between  this  wall 
and  the.  houfes  was  left  a  fpace  of  two  phletra,  or  two 
hundred  feet. 

That  this  enormous  city  might  be  erefted  with  the  dif? 
patch  her  impatience  required,  (he  allotted  a  fpot  of  a 
furlong,  to  as  many  of  her  truftieft  friends  as  the  great* 
nefs  of  the  furface  required  j  afliguing  to  each  every  thing 
that  was  neceflary  for  the  undertaking  ;  by  which  means^ 
though  flie  allowed  no  more  than  the  (hort  fpace  of  a  year 
for  the  completion  of  the  whole,  her  commands  werq 
punftually  obeyed.  She  highly  approved  of  the  work, 
and,  to  join  the  divided  parts  of  the  city,  (he  ordered  a 
bridge,  which  was  as  ftrongly  built,  as  artfully  contrived, 
and  as  beautifully  adorned,  as  any  that  ever  appeared  in 
the  world.  Theilones  of  it  were  firmly  clamped  together 
with  iron,  and  the  paffage  over  was  on  a  floor  of  cedar, 
cyprefs,  and  palm-trees ;  but  the  breadth  of  it,  fcemingly 
too  fmall  for  the  length,  which  was  five  ftadia,  amounted 
to  no  more  than  thirty  feet..  On  each  fide  of  the  river  (he 
raifed  a  wharf,  or  key,  of  the  breadth  of  the  walls,  and 
a  hundred  ftadia  in  length  \  and  at  each  end  of  the 
bridge  fhe  ere£led  two  palaces,  whence  flie  might  recipr<>» 
cally  furvey  and  awe  both  parts  of  the  city.  The  Eu* 
phrates  paffing  through  the  midft  of  Babylon,  from  north 
to  fouth,  thefe  two  palaces  ftood  the  one  to  the  eaft,  the 
other  to  the  weft;  both  of  them  exceedingly  fuinptuous 
and  magnificent.  The  weftern  was  furrounded  by  a  lofty 
wall  of  brick,  full  fixty  ftadia  in  circuit,  within  which 
was  a  fecond,  wrought  and  adorned  with  figures,  as  it 
were  from  the  very  life,  fo  curioufly  were  they  formed, 
and  fo  naturally  coloured.  This  magnificent  wall  was 
fofty  ftadia  in  circunvference,  three  hundred  bricks  thick^ 
fifty  fathom  high,  and  thereon  were  raifed  towers  of 
feventy  fathom  in  height.  "Within  this  there  was  a  third 
walli  or  inclofure,  far  furpaffing  the  fecond  in  height  and 
breadth  5  on  which,  and  its  towers,  were  reprefented  all 
manner  of  living  creatures;  more  efpecially  a  great  huntr 
ing  of  all  kinds  of  wil^  beafts^  each  four  cubits  in  height, 

and 


The  Hijtory  of  the  Jjfyrians. 

and  upwards ;  in  the  midft  of  which  appeared  Semiramia 
herfelf,  mounted  on  a  deed,  killing  a  leopard^  and  her 
hufband  Ninus,  in  clofe  combat  with  a  lion,  whom  h^ 
pierced  with  a  lance.  To  this  palace  there  belonged  three; 
gates,  undpr  which  were  rooms  of  brafs,  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  feftivals,  and  thefe  were  opened  by  a  mechanical 
contrivance* 

This  palace  far  exceeded  that  on  the  other  (ide  of  th^ 
river,  both  for  dimenfion  and  magnificence;  for  the  outer-* 
moil  wall  of  this  was  no  more  in  circumference  than  the  ' 
innermoft  wall  of  the  former  j  and  for  decoration,  the 
whole  was  much  inferior  to  what  we  have  defcribed*  .  Sa 
our  author  tells  us,  though  with  fome  feeming  inconfift- 
cncy,  when  in  the  fame  breath  he  informs  us,  that  befides 
the  brazen  ftatues  of  Ninus,  Semiramis,  their  great  ofG<- 
cers,  and  Jupiter,  whpm  the  Babylonians  called  Belus^ 
there  were  not  only  whole  armies  drawn  up  in  battalia^ 
but  likewife  the  reprefentation  of  various  kinds  of  hunt- 
ing,  to  the  great  delight  and  fatisfadiion  of  the  beholder. 

All  this  work  being  completed,  Semiramis  funk  a  vaft  Thi  UJtt 
lake;    ^ch  fide  whereof  was   three  hundred  fladia  in  fiedugm 
length,  the  whole  lined  with  brick  flrongly  cemented  with  - 
bitumen,  and  no  lefs  than  thirty-five  feet  in  depth.     Thia 
lake  was  funk  on  purpofe  to  receive  the  waters  of  the  Eu- 
phrates, which  fhe  diverted,  while  fhe  erefted  a  covered 
paflage,  or  vault,  acrofs  the  bottom  of  the  river,  whereby 
to  have  communication  between  her  two  oppofite  palaces. 
This  vault  was  twenty  bricks  thick,  twelve  feet  high,  and 
fifteen  broad :    a  work  finifhed  within  the  fpace  of  two 
hundred  and  fixty  days,  when  the  river  was  again  reftored 
to  its  ancient  courfe  and  liberty.    At  the  ends  of  this 
vault  (he  had  brazen  gates,  which  continued,  fay  they^ 
to  the  time  of  the  Perfian  conquefl. 

In  the  midft  of  the  jcity  fhe  built  a  temple  to  Jupiter  netem^ 
fielus,  concerning  which  our  author  has  nothing  particu-  ofEehu 
lar  to  relate,  except  that  it  muft  have  been  of  a  furprifing 
height ;  that,  like  the  reft  of  the  city,  it  was  built  of 
brick  and  bitumen ;  and  that,  on  the  top  of  it,  Semiramis 
placed  three  ftatues  of  beaten  gold,  reprefenting  Jupiter, 
Juno,  and  Rhea.  The  ftatue  of  Jupiter  was  upright,  and, 
as  it  were,  walking;  forty  feet  high^  and  weighing  a  thou- 
fand  talents  of  Babylon :  the  llatue  of  Rhea  was  of  the 
fame  weight,  and  fat  on  a  golden  throne,  with  lions 
ftanding  at  each  knee,  and  near  them  two  very  great  fer- 
pents  of  filver,  weighing  thirty  talents  a-piece:  the  ftatue 
«f  Juno  was  ered,  and  weighed  eight  hundred  talents^ 

ihe 
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(he*  with  her  right  hand,  grafped  a  ferpent  by  the  head, 
and,  in  her  left,  held  a  fceptrc  enriched  with  gems. 
Thefc  deities  had  a  table;  or  altar,  common  to  the  three, 
made  of  beaten  gold,  forty  feet  in  length,  and  fifteen  in 
breadth,  v^'eighing  five  hundred  talents.  On  this  table 
ftood  two  flagons,  or  goblets,  of  thirty  talents  weight, 
and  near  them  two  cenfers,  weighing  five  hundred  ta- 
lents each ;  "  as  alfo  three  drinking  bowls,  or  vafes,  of 
which  that  dedicated  to  Jupiter  weighed  twelve  hundred 
falents  of  Babylon  (S).  ' 

fmlJsfi'         Babylon  was  not  the  only  city  rai fed  by  Semiramis,  fhe 
nuTMiciiifs.  built  feveral  others   on  the  banks  of  the  Tigris,  and  the 
Euphrates,  for  the  fake  6f  commerce  and  communication 
with  the  remote  parts  of  her  empire,  and  to  exalt  the 
majefty  of  the  great  capital ;    which  fhe   farther  diftin- 
fierahilfji.  guiflied  by  a  moft  extraordinary  obelifk^  hewn  out  of  the 
mountains  of  Armenia,  an  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet 
high,  five  broad,  and  five  thick.  This  flie  reihoved  from  its 
native  place,   by  multitudes  of  oxen  and  afies ;    thence 
fhipping  it  on  the  river,    conveyed  it  to  Babylon,  and 
trcQicd  it  in  a  remarkable  part  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  city :  it  is  by  our  author  reckoned  qne  of  the  feven 
wonders  of  the  world. 
JTur/  upon       Semiramis,  having  finiftied  all  thefe  works,  put  herfelf 
tktididis.   at  the  head  of  a  vail ^r my,  and  marched  into  Media; 
where  fhe  encamped  near  a  mountain  called  Bagidan,  and 
made   a  pleafant  garden,  of  twelve  ftadia  in  circumfe- 
rence :  it  was  in  an  open  champain  country,  and  plenti- 
fully fupplied  with  water  from'  a  neighbouring  ^ring. 
.  »  This  mountain  was  dedicated  to  Jupiter,  or  Belus,  being 

feventeen  ftadia  from  top  to  bottom,  which  flie  is  faJd  t^ 
have  "  afcended  from  the  plain  to  the  top,  on  the  packs 
and  loads  carried  by  the  beafts  of  burden  that  followed 
her."  At  the  bottom  of  this  rock  fhe  caufed  a  flatue  of 
herfelf  to  be  hewn  out,  attended  by  a  hundred  of  her 
'  choiceft  guards. 

From  hence  fhe  advanced  as  far  as  Chaon,  a  city  of  the 
Medes  ;  and  there  encamping  on  an  eminence,  fhe  took 
notice  of  a  very  lofty  rock,  on  the  topx»f  which  alfo  fhe 
formed  a  very  fine  garden,  and  erected  ftately  edifices, 
whence  fhe  might  command  a  view  of  the  beauties  of  the 
fpot,  the  wide  extenfion  of  the  place,  and  the  whole  camp 
of  her  army.     Here  fhe  is  faid  to  have  wafted  much  of  her 

(S)  Pliny  takes  notice  of  Se-     which   weighed   no  Icfs  th^ 
miramis.'s   bowl,    or    goblet,    fifteen  t^u^$. 


i%g  lHJlary  of  tht  AJfyi-iaHii  f4j^ 

time,  and  to  have  given  herfelf  up  to  wanton  ddlliance^ 
^nd  amours.  Jealous  of  her  power,  and  high  command^ 
flie  would  take  no  partner  to  her  bed,  but  chofe  rather  to 
admit  the  comelieft  men  of  her  army  to  her  embraces ; 
which  were  fatal  to  all  that  enjoyed  them,  for  all  fuch  flie 
immediately  doomed  to  death. 

Moving  from  this  place,  (he  advainccd  towards  Ecba- 
tan,  and  in  her  way  levelled  the  mountain  Zarcaeum^ 
which  was  many  ftadia  in  extent ;  and  for  its  frequent 
precipices,  impaflabie  but  by  much  labour.  This  fhe  did 
to  add  to  the  glory  of  her  name,  and  to  facilitate  the  paf- 
fage  to  all  who  fhould  have  qccafion  to  travel  that  way. 
When  {he  arrived » at  Ecbatan,  fhe  built  a  moft  magnifi^ 
cent  palace ;  and  the  city  labouring  under  want  of  watery 
fhe  amply  fupplied  this  defe£k. 

From  Media  fhe  continued  her  progrefs  through  Perfiaj 
and  the  reft  of  her  Afiatic  provinces,  levelling  rocks  and 
mountains  before  her ;  andj  on  the  contrary,  in  plain  and 
cha'mpain  trails,  railing  hills  to  vary  and  :^orn  them, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  ferve  for  monuments  to  her  cap- 
tains and  chief  commanders,  in  fome  places  fhe  built 
towns  and  cities,  and  was  conftantly  ufed  to  raife  an  emi- 
nence for  her  own  pavilion,  that  fo  fee  might  have  a  prof- 
pe£t  of  her  whole  army.  Many  of  thefe  monuments  are 
faid  to  have  remained  a  long  time  after  her  in  Afia,  and 
to  have  been  commonly  called  "  the  works  of  Semiramis.*' 
.  Having  thus  vifited  her  dominions  in  Afia,  fhe  next  re- 
paired to  Egypt,  furvcyed  that  kingdom,  and  added  the 
greateft  part  of  Libya  to  her  other  acquifitions.  She  then 
paid  a  vidt  to  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Ammon ;  and  inquir-^ 
ing  how  long  fhe  had  to  live,  the  oracle  made  anfwer, 
'**  She  fhould  vanifh  from  the  fight  of  men,  and  obtain 
immortal  honour  and  worfhip  from  fome  of  the  Afiatic 
nations,  at  fuch  time  as  her  fon  Ninyas  fhould  plot  againft 
her  life/*  After  this  excurfion,  fhe  made  war  upon  Ethi- 
opia ;  and,  having  fettled  the  a£Fairs  of  that  country, 
•marched  back  into  Afia,  and  halted  at  Baftra. 

Here  fhe  for  fome  years  enjoyed  herfelf  in  peace  \  but  Refifves  » 
.at  length,  impatient  of  a  quiet  life,  fhe  meditated  a  war  ^^'^^^ 
againft  the  king  of  India.     As  fhe  had  been  informed  of    '^^* 
the  tranfcendent  amenity  of  the  country,  its  double  fer- 
tility, it6  immenfe  riches^  and  matchlefs  elephants';  (he 
jrefolved  upon  nptbing  lefs  than  the  conqueft  of  that  moft 
cxtenfive  part  of  the  old  world.     But,  being  apprifed  of 
-the  difficulty  of  the  undertaking,  fhe  ordered  all  her  go- 
«rernors  Xo  £dc€t  the  choiceft  of  the  youth  in  tlieir  prp^ 

vinces^ 


^ 
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▼inceSy  to  arm  them  completely,  and  to  afiembic  them  at 
a  place  appointod  in  Ba^ria,  within  the  fpace  of  three 
years*  She  engaged  (hipwrights'from  Phoenice,  Syria, 
Cyprus,  and  other  maritime  places;  and,  preparing  a 
ftore  of  timber  anfwerable  to  her  defigns,  ordered  them 
to  frame  her  a  certain  number  of  vefiels,  to  be  tranfported 
in  pieces  by  land,  for  the  convenience  of  crofling  the 
Indus,  the  country  about  which  was  deftitute  of  wood. 
Hit  tmck'  In  order  to  fupply  the  want  of  elephants,  in  which  the 
tUphaUu  ftrength  of  Stabrobates,  king  of  India,  chiefly  confided, 
{he  contrived  a  method  to  counterfeit  thefe  animals. 
Three  hundred  thoufand  black  oxen  were  flaughtered,  and 
their  fleih  diftributed  to  poor  people  i  their  hides  were 
ftuffed  in  the  form  of  elephants,  each  carried  by  a  camel 
within,  and  guided  by  a  man  without. 

Her  veflTels  and  elephants  being  ready  in  two  years,  (he 
on  the  third  aflembled  her  army  in  the  kingdom  of  Ba£tria, 
to  the  amount  of  three  millions  of  foot,  two  hundred 
thoufand  horfe,  one  hundred  thoufand  chariots,  and  one 
hundred  thoufand  men  on  camels,  who  wielded  fwords 
four  cubits  long.  Her  tranfpprts  were  two  thoufand  in 
number,  and  carried  by  camels,  as  were  alfo  the  mock- 
elephants  5  to  the  fight  of  which  the  horfemeh  endea- 
voured to  familiariare  their  fleeds,  that  they  might  not 
feke  fright  at  feeing  real  elephants  when  they  fhould  come 
to  battle. 
Stahf-  Stabrobates  heard  of  this  intended  invafion,  and  pre- 

*f  /  V'*"^  pared  for  the  florm.  He  built  four  thoufand  boats  of  the 
prepares  to  g^cat  canes  (bamboos)  which  grew  in  the  rivers  and  fens 
recei've  .  of  India ;  and  with  great  diligence  afTembled  a  far  greater 
Ur.  army  than  that  of  Semiramls.    He  added  to  the  elephants 

he  had  before,  caufing  numbers  to  be  taken  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  to  be  apparelled  with  every  thing  that  might 
make  them  dreadful  to  an  enemy  \  that  by  their  number 
.  and  armour  they  might  be  invincible  by  any  human  force. 
Thus. prepared,  he  fent  ambafladors  to  Semiramis,  then 
on  her  march  towards  him,   with   complaints   and  re- 
proaches for  coming  to  make  war  upon  him,  without  the 
leaft  provocation :  by  a  private  letter,  at  the  fame  time, 
'   he  upbraided  her  with  her  infamous  life,  vowing  by  Hea- 
ven, that  he  would  crucify  her,  if  he  conquered.     She  pe- 
rufed  this  letter,  fmiled  at  the  contents,  and  anfwered, 
"  The  Indian  Ihallere  long  be  better  acquainted  with  me, 
by  my  aftions  and  deportment.**     • 
Semramis       When  fhe  came  to  the  banks  of  the  Indus,  and  dif- 
•«  ^^  , ,  covered  the  enemy's  fleet  drawn  up  in  order,  flic  launched 

banks  of  tki  '  t\^^ 

Indut.  ^^ 
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t!ie  vctfels  (lie  had  prepared,  manned  with  the  bravcft  of  her 
i}eople^  and  gave  battle,  ordering  it  fo,  that  thofe  on  fhorc 
might  be  aiding  and  affifting  to  her  operations  by  water. 
The  fight  was  obftinate  5  but  Semiramis  in  the  end  came 
pfFvidorious,  funk  one  thoufand  of  the  Indian  barks,  an4 
took  a  multitude  of  prifoners.  Slated  with  this  fuccefs 
(he  fell  on  the  cities  and  iflands  of  the  river,  and  madf 
one  hundred  thoufand  captives. 

•    Stabrqbates  drew  off  his  army,  as  if  afraid,  but,  m  c*  t 
truth,  to  decoy  Semiramis  over  the  river.    She  no  fooner  Zu^ei^ 
perceived  his  retreat,  than  (he  ordered  a  bridge  of  boats  a  ntniu 
to  be  ftretched  acrofs,  and  marched  pver  her  army,  leav- 
ing only  futy  thoufand  mt,n  to  -guard  the  bridge/ while 
ihe  went  in  purfuit  of  the  flying  Indians.     She  marched 
with  her  mock-elephants  in  the  front,  thereby  to  deceive 
arid  intimidate  the  enemy ;  and  her  ftratagcm  fucceeded. 
The  Indian  fcouts,   miftaking  them  for  real  elephants^ 
gave  a  dreadful  account  of  their  multitude,  and  ftruck  a 
terror  into  their  countrymen,,  who  could  not  conceive 
whence  the  Aflyrians  fliould  have  furniflied  themfelves 
>vith  thefe  tremendous  animals:  but  the  deceit* was  foon 
difcovered ;  for  fome  of  Semiramis's  people,  deferting  to 
the  Indians,  revealed  to  them  the  whole  fallacy,  and  Sta- 
brobates  immediately  ordered  proclamation  thereof  to  be 
made  throughout  all  his  army. 

Semiramis,  in  the  mean .  tiine,  advancing  towards  the  SmWamlt 
Indian  army,  their  horfes  frightened  and  offended  at  the  on  tki  other 
Icent  of  the  hides,  either  threw  their  riders,  or  carried  J""^^  ^f  ^^ 
them  into  the  midft  of  the  Aflyrians.    Semiramis,  per-  {j^'*'; 
cciving  this  advantage,  with  a  choice  body  of  men  at-      'tk^l^ 
tacked  the  difordered  Indians,  completely  routed  them,  'king  If  u. 
and  drove  them  back  again  to  the  main  body  of  their  army.  ^w. 
iitabrobates,  in  fome  confliernation,  charged  with  his  foot 
fufl:ained  by  his  elephants,  himfclf  mounted  on  a  (lately 
one,  in  his  right  wing,  oppofite  to  Semiramis  then  in 
her  left.     The  fliock  was  violent,  and  the  flaughter  great 
caufed  particulariy  by  the  elephants.'    Semiramis's  mockl 
elephants  now  proved  ufelefs  and  cumberfomc,  and  the 
whofe  Aflyrian  army  betook  themfelves  to  a  precipitate 
flight.     In  the  midft  of  this  battle,  the  Aflyrian  cmeen  tm',^^. 
jnd  Indian  king  fought  hand  to  hand  5  the  king  wpiJnded  thro^^ 
ber  hrit  m  the  arm  with  an  arrow,  and  then  with  a  dait  fligf'U 
in  the  flioulder,  as  Ihe  was  turning  about  to  retreat;  flic 
fled  in  the  end,  and  the  whole  army  with  her. 

When  they  came  to  the  bridge,  the  throng  was  fiicb 
that  many  who  had  efcaped  the  haud  of  the  enemy,  were 

miferably 
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tniferably  prefled  to  death,  or  periftied  under  foot^  tcin^ 
thrown  down  and  trampled  upon,  or  pufhed  into  the  river. 
Scmiramis,  when  the  body  of  her  army  had  pafled,  or-* 
dered  the  bridge  to  be  cut  down,  while  it  was  filled  with 
the  purfuing  Indians,  many  of  whom  periOied  by  this  ex- 
pedient. And  now  (he  was  fafe  from  farther  danger  ;  the 
river  was  between  her  and  the  enemy  ;  and,  befides,  the 
Indian  was  admoniftied  not  to  be' eager  in  the  purfuit^  by 
the  intervention  of  prodigies.  An  exchange  of  prifoners 
was  aftefwards  made,  and  Semirahiis  returned  to  Ba£tria 
with  fcarce  a  third  part"  of  her  army. 

Under  this  eclipfe  of  glory,  flie  drew  near  her  end  J 
the  time  foretold  arrived  ;  and  an  eunuch  attempted  to 
aflaffinate  her,  unnaturally  employed  by  her  oWn  fon.  Oil 
this  occafion,  calling  to  mind  the  anfwer  fhe  had  received 
from  Jupiter  Ammon,  flie  fupprefled  all  thoughts  of  re- 
Venge,  for  what  had  been  caufed,  as  it  were,  by  a  divine 
fatality;  fhe  forgave  her.  fon,  furrendered  up  every  thing 
to  him  ;  commanded  all  her  fubjefls  to  pay  him  duty  and 
homage  as  their  king  5  and  was  trahflated  frorh  the  fight 
of  meii,  as  the  oracle  had  foretold.  It  was  fabled  fhe  left 
the  world  in  the  forrii  of  a  dove  or  pigeon,  attended  by  a 
Bock  of  thefe  birds  which  fettled  upon  her  palace  juft  at 
the  time :  and  hence  the  AfTyrians  were  addifted  to  the 
Worfliip  of  a  dove  (T).  In  fine,  fhe  was  qu^en  of  all 
,  s  Afia, 


(T)  That  there  was  fuch  a 
tiroman  as  Semiramis,  we  doubt 
iiot  in  theleafl ;  but  that  there 
ever  was  a  woman  of  any  name 
that  performed  adlions  like 
tv'hat  IS  here  reported,  is  im- 
poffible  to  believe.  Her  birth , 
fief  elevation,,  her  reign,  and 
het  death,  are  all  extraordi- 
nary, unnatural,  and  itepofli- 
ble,  as  related  by  the  bulk 
of  hiftorians^  but,  above  all, 
her  antiquity,  which  is  exag- 
gerated fo  monflroully  by  Jo- 
feph  Scaliger  and  Reinecius,  is 
a  matter  fo  eafily  difproved  by 
the  circumflances  of  her  birth 
and  country,  that  it  were  fuffi- 
cient  to  dcftroy  whatever  other 
extravagance  is  advanced  of  her, 

IPoooQ  makes  her  to  have  been 


the  fame  With  the  Atoifa  or 
Semiramis  who  reigned  twelve 
years  with  her  father  Belochus^ 
the  eighteenth  king  of  Aflyria, 
according  to  Eufebius ;  and  in 
the  fame  place  calls  her  the 
daughter,  and  iK>t  the  wife,  of 
Ninus ;  though  copies,  it  muft 
be  confelTed,  differ  in  the  read- 
ing, and  have  fometimes  mo* 
their  ihilead  of  daughter.  But 
this  latter  is  to  be  preferred^ 
beeaufe  of  its  congruity  with 
the  author*s  meaning,  who 
makes  her  the  AtolTa  of  Belo^' 
chus,  who  were  confefTedlj 
daughter  and  father.  Belochus 
then  muft  have  been  the  Ninui 
of"  Ctefias  ;  and  he,  inflead  of 
being  the  firft  or  the  fecond 
kingof  Affyriai  is,  according  to 

£ufebiQ5} 
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Alia^  India  excepted  ^  and  continued  in  the  fight  of  men 
JSxty-two  years,  forty-two  of  which  fhe  reigned. 

IsTinyas  (U)  fucceeded  his  mother  Semiramis  ;  and  chofe  ^'«ftf/» 
to  enjoy  himfelf  in  peace :  and,  indeed,  if  what  we  have 
related  of  his  parents  be^  true,  he  could  only  make  war 
upon  his  fubjefts  or  vaifals  *.  A  war  with  I^idia  had  been 
found  by  experience  expenfive  and  dangerous.  Having 
therefore  nothing  to  do  abroad,  he  locked  himfelf  up  in  Hisflotki 
his  palace,  unfeen  by  any  but  his  eunuchs  and  concubines, 
and  contra£ied  fuch  a  habit  of  iloth  and  vice,  as  has  taint- 
ied  his  memory  to  all  fucceeding  generations.  However,  andp^Hcvt 
he  was  not  fo  fupinely  negligent,  as  totally  to  negle£l  his 
intereft  and  fecurity.  It  was  a  cuftom  with  him,  every 
year,  to  levy  an  army,  by  enrolling  a  certain  proportion 
of  men  out  of  each  province,  under  their  refpedlive  ge* 
nerals,  while  he  appointed  fuch  governors  over  the  fe- 
veral  parts  of  his  dominions  as  he  could  moft  fafely  con* 
fide  in.  This  army  ferved  a  year  in  the  city,  and  was  then 
relieved  by  another,  raifed  in  the  fame  manner  \  and  the 
former,  having  taken  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  him,  were 
permitted  to  depart  each  man  to  the  place  of  his  abode* 

>  Vide  Juft.  lib.  i.  cap.  s.    Diod.  Sicul.  lib,  ii.  p.  loS,  &  ^cqq. 

Eufebius,  the  eighteentli^  king :  have  waged  war,  and  to  have 

this  takes  much  from  the  anti-  fkin  the  tyrant  Caucafus,  of 

quity  of  both  ;  and  we  are  ready  the  tribe  of  Japhet,    or  la* 

to  fubfcribe  to  the  fame,  and  petus,  and  to  have  been  con- 

the  rather,  as  it  may  be  ob-  fecrated  into  the  planet  Mars, 

ferved  hereafter,  to  quadrate  How  different  is  this  charad^er 

with  Herodotus,  and  is  much  from  that  of  the  flothful  Ni« 

more  qonformable  to  what  we  nyas  in  moft  other  authors  ? 

know  of  the   true  and  more  No  extremes  can  be  at  a  greater 

certain    hiftory  of    this    mo-  diftance  from  each  other.  The 

narchy(i).  authors  we  have   cited  make 

(U)    He    is    alfo     called  him  the  fucceflbr  of  Ninus, 

Zameis  :  the  German  writers  without  any  mention  of  Se- 

will  have  him    to  have  been  roiramis,  which  feems  to  have 

called  Trebeta,    and  to  have  fome  fort  of  agreement  with 

built  the  city  of  Treves  (2)  ;  he  what  we  have  from  Eufebius, 

is  alfo  called  Thou rias  (3),  or  that  (he  was  the  very  AtofTa, 

Thouras  (4),  or  Ares  (Mars)  ;  the  daughter  of  Belochus  ;«and 

and  is  faid  to  have  had  the  firft  that  (he  reigned  with  her  fa* 

ftatue  ereded  to  him,;  which  ther,  as  his  colleague  and  af- 

they  called  BaaX  ©wy.    Lord  fiftant,  for  the  fpace  of  twelve 

Go(J,    In  fliort,   he  is  faid  to  years  only. 

(1)  Vide  Gregor.  Poftbum.  p.  234.  (1)  Gregor.  Pofthum* 

P*  139*  (3)  In  MSS.  Gr.  apud  Gregor.  Fofthum.  p.  236, 

*39-  (4}  Suid.  ad  vocem  ^tf^a?. 
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By  this  ftrokc  of  policy  he  thought  he  might  beft  fcecp  hi* 
fubjedlsf  in  awe  and  order ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  pre- 
vent any  difturbance  from  his  officersi  who,  having  fcarcc 
time  to  be  at  all  known  to  their  foldiers,  could  have  it  the 
lefs  in  their  power  to  alpire  at  any  thing  to  his  preju- 
dice (X).  All  thefe  precautions  he  took  to  fecure  himfelf 
from  infults  and  rebellions,  while  he  wallowed  in  lafci- 
vioufnefs  within  the  walls  of  his  palace  {  in  which  parti-^ 
cular,  he  was  an  unworthy  example  to  his  fucceflbrs^ 
concealing  himfelf  from  the  eyes  of  men,  as  fomething 
more  than  mortal  *. 

After  this  manner  reigned  all  his  fucceflbrs  in  the  great 
empire  of  Affyria  j  fo  that  they  have  left  tittle  or  nothings 
to  be  recorded  of  them,  except  that  they  lived  and  died  in 
their  palace  at  Nineveh  :  and  hence  it  is  that  we  muft  ab- 
ruptly proceed  to  the  very  lad  of  them  S 
SarJana^  Sardanapalus,  who  exceeded  all  his  prcdeceflbrs  in  flotb 

f'nfus*  cAa-    and  luxury.     He  funk  into  fuch  a  depth  of  depravity,  that> 
railtr,  ^g  f^j.  ^^  j^^  could,  he  changed  his  very  fex  and  nature ; 

he  cloathed  himfelf  as  a  woman  ;  he  fpun  amidft  the  com-« 
panics  of  his  concubines  ;  he  painted  his  face,  and  decked 
himfelf  out  with  all  manner  of  enticements,  and  every 
way  behaved  more  lewdly  than  the  moft  lafcivious  harlot^ 
he  imitated  the  voice  of  a  woman  ;  and  buried  himfielf  in 
the  filth  of  an  unbounded  fenfuality,.  quite  regardlefs  of 
fex,  and  the  dilates  of  nature  ^  ( Y}.r 

^  Apud  eofd  ibid.  c  Ibid.  4  Ibid* 

(X)   Diodorus,    Athenasits,  he  defcends  to  feveral  particu- 

Juftin,    and  others,   reprefcnt  lars  bad  enough ;  but,  as  they 

him,  as  we  have  feen,  a  lloth-  may   be  built  upon    no  folid 

ful,    inactive,    and    lafcivious  foundation,    merely  tradition* 

king;  who  locked  himfelf  up  ary,  find.befides   unfit  for  at 

in  his  palace,  fequeftered  him-  to  relate,  we  pafs  them  over* 

felf  from  the  eyes  of  his  fub-  Nicolas  of  Damafcus  is  more 

je^isy  and  had  no  communica-  moderate,     and    accufes    him 

tion  with  them  biit  by   mef-  chiefly  of  pafliog  his  time  with 

fages.  his  women,     and    contending 

(Y)  Dio  Cocceianus  has  with  them  about  drefs  and  or^ 
taken  much  pains  to  let  us  nament.  Duris  fays,  he  turn- 
know  he  was  the  moil  Ubi-  ed  woman,  dreffed  as  (uch, 
dinous  and  abandoned  wretch  painted  himfelf,  and  fpun ;  all 
the  fun  ever  ihone  on ;  and  to  the  fame  purpofe,  and 
fays,  that  no  one  could  tell  therefore  \y6  need  fay  no  mor» 
what  he  did,  and  that  no  body  about  it* 
WQifld  bear  to  hear  it ;  thou^fh 

Undtur 
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Under  this  wretch  happened  the  dowufal  of  the  Afly-  Hisr^igfu 
tiap  monarchy.     He  grew  odious  to  his'  fubjefts,   and 
particularly  to  Arbaces  the  Mede,  and  Belefis  the  Babylo- 
tiisLtXk     fieleiis  was  not  only  a  captain,  but  a  famous  prleft^ 
and  great  aftrologer ;  and  by  the  rules  of  his  art  he  took 
upon  him,  to  affure  Arbaces,  a  man  of  valour  and  pru- 
dence,   ^^  that  heihouM  dethrone  SardanapaluS)  and  be- 
come lord  of  all  his  dominions."     Arbaces  hearkened  to 
his  friend,  and  promifed  him  the  chief  place  over  Babylon, 
if  his  prediction  proved  true  :    at  the  fame  time  he  took 
care  to  cultivate  the  friendfliip  of  the  other  governors  of  the 
provinces  then  at  Nineveh,  and  began  to  afFeO;  popularity. 
Above  all  things,  he  endeavoured  to  get  fight  of  the  em- 
peror, that  he  might  behold  his  courfe  and  manner  pf  life, 
and  defcribe  him  accordingly.     This  aim  he  attained  by 
means  of  a  golden  cup  he  prefented  to  an  eunuch,  who  in- 
troduced him  into  his  prefence.     Arbaces  faw  him,  and, 
conceiving  the  higheft  contempt  of  him,  was  mpre  and 
more   encouraged  to  rely  on  his  Chaldean  friend.     He   Th$Med€{p 
therefore  difpofed  the  Medes  and  Perfians  to  an  open  re-  ^^h^onij 
volt  J  Belefis  took  the  fame  meafures  with  the  Bgbylo-  p'jj/jans 
nians ;    and  the  matter  was  difclofed  to  the  king  of  A-  revolts 
rabia  •. 

.  The  year  of  duty  was  now  expired,  and  frefli  troops  ar- 
rived to  relieve  thofe  who  had  ferved  the  term  :  the  Per- 
fians, Medes,  and  Babylonians,  afTifted  by  the  Arabians, 
came  not  with  defign  to  guard  Sardanapalus,  but  to  fub- 
Vert  the  empire.  '  Their  number  amounted  to  four  hun- 
dred thoufand;  and,  being  all  combined  together  in  one 
camp,  a  council  of  war  was  called,  to  deliberate  upon 
'what  was  heft  to  be  done.     Sardanapalus,  apprifed  of  this   Sardana' 
revolt,  and  refolved  to  ftifle  it  in  its  infancy,  led  out  the  /f '"-^  ^^^'' 
troops  of   the  other  provinces  againft    the  confederate       -^afij^^ 
rebels.     He  obtained   a  domplete  viftory,   and  purfued  andheats^ 
them  to  certain  mountains,  about  feventy  ftadia  from  the  them. 
city  of  Nineveh.     The  rebels,  however,  not  yet  difcou- 
raged,  rallied  their  troops,  and  refolved  to  hazard  another  - 
battle.     Mean  while  the  emperor  caufed  proclamation  t6 
be  made  of  a  reward  of  two  hundred  talents  of  gold  for 
the  man  who  ihould  kill  Arbaces  the  Mede  5  and  twice 
that  fum,  together  with  the  government  of  Media,  tp  the* 
vn^n   who  fhould  take  him  alive :    the  iame  price  was 
fet  upon  the  head  of  Belefis  the  Babylonian.     This  pro- 
clamation being  made  without  ^ny  efFeft,  a  fecond  battle 

«  Apud.  eofU.  ibid. 

A  a  2  was 
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was  fought,  in  which  the  rebels  were  again  flaughtcreJ,  and 
put  to  flight  towards  the  hills.  This  viftory  might  have 
fixed  Sardanapalus  on  his  throne,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  obftinacy  of  Belefis,  who  perfifted  in  it,  that  the  gods 
would  certainly  crown  their  labours  and  perieverance  with 
fuccefs  in  the  end  ;  thereby  reyiving  their  drooping  fpi- 
rits,  though  in  defpair  they  called  a  council,  the  refult  of 
which  was,  that  they  ihould  difperfe,  and  every  man  re- 
turn tp  his  home.  They  fought  a  third  battle  \  and  Sar- 
danapalus, viGtofy  as  before,  drove  them  into  the  moun- 
tains of  Babylon  \  though  Arbaces  did  that  day  all  that 
inan  could  do,  he  was  forced  to  retreat  confiderably 
wounded  ^.  j 

Sardanapalus  would  have  certainly  put  an  end  to  the 
war  (Z)  by  this  engagement^  if  Belefis,  who  had  beenaU 
night  in  deep  confult  with  the  ftars,  had  not  with  all  ima- 
ginable aflurance  perfuaded  his  foUov^ers  next  morning, 
that  if  they  kept  together  but  five  days  longer,  they  would 
be  joined  and  fupported  by  uhexpeAed  afliftance ;  for  that 
the  gods  had  fo  fignified  to  him  by  the  afpe£t  of  the  hea- 
vens :  he  intreated  them,  therefore,  to  day  but  fo  many 
days,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  place  a  confidence  in 
Heaven.  Being  thus  perfuaded  to  wait  the  event,  and  the 
time  being  near  expired,  fudden  advice  was  brought  of  a 
miehty  power  at  hatid,  fent  to  the  king  from  Ba£kria. 
Aroaces  immediately  difpatched  the  moft  refolute  and  ex* 
peditious  men  in  his  army,  with  orders  to  prevail  on  the 
fia3rians  to  revolt,  either  by  fair  means  or  foul.  Liberty 
was  the  bait  ufed  to  allure  them ;  it  prevailed ;  the  Bao- 
trians  joined  Arbaces ;  a  tranfacUon  unknown  to  Sardsk 
napalus,  who,  prefuming  he  had  now  nothing  to  fear, 
had  returned  to  his  ufual  way  of  life^  and  was  preparing 

f  Apud  eofd.  ibid. 


(Z)  It  feems  a  litde  fhange, 
that  fo  degenerate  a  wretch 
ihould  have  the  courage  and 
ability  thus  to  defend  himfelf 
againfl  tbefe  revolters,  who 
mould  have  been  of  much 
greater  experience  and  capa- 
city' than  himielf.  Indeed,  ac- 
cording to  what  this  author  and 
moft  others  fay  of  him,  he 
could  have  underftood  nothing 
rehtingto  war;,  and  yet,  be- 


ing forced  into  t)ie  field,  we 
find  him  behaving  and  defend- 
ing himfelf  as  well  as  if  he  bad 
been  Ninus,  or  even  Semin- 
mis  herfelf.  From  this  diffi- 
militude  of  Sardanapalus  from 
himfelf,  it  is  likely  we  have 
two  princes  of  that  name  men- 
tioned by  Callifthenes,  Sards* 
napalus  the  warrior,  and  Sar* 
danapalus  the  woman. 

fcr 
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fer  an  extraordinary  facrifice,  and  a  high  feftival  for  the 
entertainment  of  his  vidorious  army  K 

In  the  mean  time  the  negligence  and  riot  in  the  impe-   ^^O^^^^^k 
rial  camp  was  reported  to  Arbace8>  who,  in  confequence   ^/^/^J^l 
thereof,  fell  fuddenly  on   them  in  the  night,  made  his   hyfurprixi. 
way  into  the  camp,  and  drove  out  Sardanapalus,  and  all 
his  army  with  great  flaughter,  which  continued  almoil  to 
the  gates  of  the  city.     The  king  thus  vanquilhe^^  com-« 
mitted  the  care  and  condu£l  of  his  army  to  Salemenus^ 
his  brother-in-law,  undertaking  to  defend  the  city  inper- 
fon.     His  forces  were  twice  defeated,  once  at  fome  dif- 
tance,  and  afterwards  under  the  walls  of  the  city,  when  Sa-. 
lemenus  fell,  and  almoft  all  his  army  was  cut  off,  or 
forced  into  the  rirer,  which  was  tinctured  withtbe  blood 
ofthe^ilain. 

Sardanapalus  being  now  clofely  beficged ;    many.other  ^heyhijitgi 
nations,  eager  for  liberty,  revolted  to  the  confederates.   f^J]^^"^' 
The  king,  perceiving  things  at  fo  defperate  a  pafs,  fent  ^int*ueh. 
away  his  three  fons  and  two  daughters,  with  a  very  great 
tPeafure,  into  Paphlagonia,  where  one  Cotta,  a  particular 
friend  of  his,  was  governor  (A),  iflrui;ig  out  orders  at  the 
fame  time,  for  all  his  fubje£ts  to  haften  to  his  affiftance* 
But  though  his  fituation  appears  to  have  been  quite  de- 
plorable, he,  it  feems,  did  not  defpond,  fully  poflefTed  with 
:potjons  of  a  prophecy,  "  that  Nineveh  could   never  be 
taken,  till  the  river  became  her  enemy  ;**   which,  accord- 
ing to  his  conclufion,  amounting  to  an  impoffibility,  he 
looked  upon  himfelf  .as  fecure,  how  great  and  imminept 
foever  the  dangers  might  be  that  threatened  his  perfon  ^. 

While  Sardanapalus  pleafed  himfelf  with  this  imagi-  T%/«|# 
nation,  the  confederates,  elated  with  their  late  fuccefs,  thtc%tf^ 
confidered  their  work  as  completed^  though,  in  thofe 
days,  they  could  make  no  impreffion  on  fuch  walls,  ig- 
noranjt  as  they  were  of  the  engines  afterwards  invented. 
Sardanapalus  having  taken  care  to  be  well  ftored  with 
wrhat  was  neceffary  to  enable  him  to  hold  out  a  long  time, 
the  confederates  fat  two  years  before  the  city,  without 
any  vifible  efFeft  :  but  in  the  third  year  the  river,  fwelled 
by  unufual  rains,  came  up  to  the  city,  and  overflowed  a 
gxeat  length,  no  lefs  than  twenty  f^adia  of  the  wall.  The 
unfortunate  Sardanapalus  was  now  fenfible  pi  the  com-f 

t  Apud  eofd.  ibid.  ^  Ibid. 

(A)  Where  this  Paphlagonia  dcrn  name,  ihould  have  been, 
ihould  have  been  fituated,  and  we  forbear  to  enquire,  as  fa- 
firhp  this  Cotta,  a  more  mo-    Touring  too  grofsly  of  fable* 

A  a  3  plctioi^ 
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pletion  of  what  had  been  foretold  of  the  river's  enmity  ta 
the  city.  Having  no  farther  room  for  hope,  and  dreading 
tofallinto  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  he  retired  into  his  pa- 
lace, in  a  court  of  which  he  caufed  a  vaft  pile  of  wood  to 
be  raifed,  heaping  upon  it  all  hie  gold  and  filver,  and 
royal  apparel,  and  at  the  fame  time  inclofmg  his  eunuchs 
and  concubines  in  an  apartment  within  the  pile,  he  fet 
fire  to  it,  and  fo  deftroyed  himfelf  aAd  the  reft  %  a  car 
faftrophe  which  the  rebels  no  fponer  learned,  than  they 
entered  the  city  by  the  breach,  and  became  mafters  of  the 
place.  The  inhabitants  were  treated  with  great  humanity, 
though  the  great  and  mighty  city  of  Nineveh  itfelf  was 
laid  level  with  the  ground.  And  thus  ended  the  Aflyr 
rian  empire,  fubveited  by  the  Medes  and  Babyloniansj^ 
after  it  had,  according  to  our  author  Ctefias,  fubfifted  nq 
lefs  than  one  thoufand  four  hundred  years. 


S   E   C  T.    V. 

The  Hiftory  of  AJfyria,  according  to  Scripturcy  and  the 

more  approved  Authorities. 

Yr.  of  Fl.   \X7  ^  ^^^  come  to  what  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  true  and 

1957.        ^^    only  hiftory  of    Aflyria.      Pul  (B),    the  feeming 

.  Ante  Chr.   founder  of  this  monlarchy,  makes  his  firft  appearance  in 

^^'*        Scripture  in  the  reign  of  Menahem,  king  of  Ifrael,  who 

p  l^  juft  about  the  fame  period  had  forced  his  way  to  the 

throne  of  that  kingdom,  by  the   murder  of  Shallum  K 

The  AfTyrians  march  into  the  country  ftruck  the  tottering 

ufurper  with  fuch  terror,  that,  to  prevent  the  hoftilities 

that  he  might  have  meditated,  Menahem  prefented  him 

with  a  thoufand  talents   of  Clver.     Pul,  thus  gratified, 

feems  to  have  taken  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael  into  his  pro- 

teftion,  and  returned  to  his  own  country^.     What   elfe 

this  king  did  in  particular,  i§  no-where  exprefsly  recorded* 


^  2  Kings  XV,  iQ. 

(B)  He  18  alfo  called  Phul, 
Und  by  the  LXX.  Phua,  an  in- 
acuracy  in  the  tranfcription, 
owing  to  the  very  near  refem- 
blance  of  the  Greek  A  lambda, 
and  A  alpha ;  fo  that  it  is  no 
great  wonder  this  name  Ihould, 
i?i  the  Greek  character,  have 


k  Ibid.  ver.  19. 

been  written  *OTA,  Phua,  in* 
fteadof«)OyA,  Phul.  Hew^s 
the  firft  kipg  of  Ailyria,  men- 
tioned in  Scripture,  from  the 
time  that  land  was  planted  by 
Afhur,  and  not  to  be  confound- 
ed with  the  kings  of  the  Medes 
and  the  Babylonians, 

But 
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Sut  from  hence  we  may  venture  to  uifer»  that  he  either 
conquered,  or  received  voluntary  homage  from  Syria,  and 
the  other  nations  in  his  march,  as  he  did  now  from  Ifrael» 
and  that  he  became  the  founder  of  a  very  great  empire. 

Tiglath-Pilefer  fucceeded  him  on  the  throne  of  Afly-  Yr.  of.  Fl. 
ria(C),  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  his  fon  (D).     Upon       '^°p. 
what  particular  motive  we  know  not,  he  fell  upon  the 
kingdom  of  Ifrael,  and  took  Ijon,  and  Abel-Beth-Maachah,  _ 

and  Janoah,  and  Kedefh,  and  Hazor,  and  Gilead,  and  qiglath' 
Galilee,  and  all  the  land  of  Naphtali,  and  carried  the  in-  Ftlefcr. 
habitants  captive  to  Affyria  \  thereby,  as  we  may  fuppofe, 
the  better  to  fecure  thofe  diftant  parts  of  the  empire  in 
their  allegiance.  For  fuch  a  captivity  muft  naturally  have 
weakened  them,  and  was  rightly  calculated  to  deter  the 
4*emainder  from  incurring  fo  hard  a  fate ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  may  have  contributed  to  the  ii;icreafe  of  his 
power,  by  peopling  fome  traft  more  immediately  under 
his  eye.  The  fame  expedient  he  praAifed  with  refpeA  to 
other  nations.  Receiving  an  embaify  from  Ahaz,  king  of 
Judah,  with  a  tender  from  him  of  homage,  and  a  prefenf 
of  all  he  had,  to  deliver  him  from  the  hands  of  Rezin,  king 
of  Damafcus,  and  Pekah,  king  of  Ifraelj  who  were  in 
confederacy  againft  him  ;  Tiglath-Pilefer,  induced  by  this 
fubmifTion  and  prefent,  marched  againil  Damafcus,  took  ^ 
that  city,  tranfplanted  the  people  of  it  to  Kir,  flew  Rezin, 
and  fo  put  an  end  to  that  ancient  kingdom  "*• 

1  2  KingB  XV.  «9.  m  Ibid.  xvi.  7,  S,  9. 

(C)  He  is  alfo  called  Tig-  name  of  Sardanapalus,  or  Sar- 
lath-Pilncfar,  Theglath-Phala-  dan-Pul,  he  could  perceive  a 
far,  Theglath-Phellalbr,  Thii-  relation  between  this  laft  and 
gamas,  as  fuppofed,  and  alfb  this  firft  Aflyrian  king ;  for- 
Ninus  Junior,  according  to  getting  that,  for  the  fame  rea- 
Callor.  Prideaux,  by  an  uo-  fon,  Tiglath-Pul-Affur  might 
accountable  inadvertency, takes  have  appeared  his  fon,  efpe- 
him  for  Arbaces  the  Mede.  cially  as  he  is  the  king  of  Affy- 

(D)  Some  are  fo  far  from  ria,  who  is  exprefsly  faid  to 
thinking  him  to  have  been  the  have  fucceeded  him  in  Scrip- 
fon  of  Pul,  that  they  make  ture.  By  what  biafled  him 
feim  a  ftranger  to  his  line,  a  above  to  make  this  raiftake, 
Mede.  RoUin,  miflcd  by  that  he  might  alfo,  and  very  na- 
great  and    otherwifc    learned  turally,  have  concluded,   that 

fjiidc,archbi{hopU(her,  makes  Tiglath-Pul-Aflur,    and    Sar,. 

ul  to  have  been  the  father  of  dan -Pul,    were  one  and   the 

Sardanapalus,   by  an  extraor-  fame  perfon,  and  fo  have  put 

dinary  inattention  in  the  arch-  an  end  to  the  monarchy,  bcf 

biihop,   who  thought  it  muft  fore  it  had  well  a  beginning. 
)iave  been  fo,  becaufe  in  the 

A  a  4                                 H^ 
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Yr.  of  PI.  He  w^s  fucceeded  by  Shalmanefer.(E),  who  obIiged| 
1610.  on  what  pretence  we  know  not,  Hoflica,  king  of  Ifrael, 
■'^"**  ^^''*  to  become  his  tributary  ".  Some  years  after  Hofhca  re- 
^*  '  folved  to  fliakc  off  the  Aflyrian  yoke,  and  folicited,  with 
Shalma'  ^^at  view,  the  alliance  of  So,  then  king  of  Egypt.  .  But 
nejer.  Shalmanefer,  apprifed  of  his  defign  before  he  could  put  it 

in  execution,  entered,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army, 
the  land  of  Ifrael ;  and,  having  laid  it  wafte  to  the  very 
gates  of  Samaria,  clofely  befieged  that  metropolis.  The 
jplace  held  out  almoft  three  years ;  but  was,  in  the  end, 
obliged,  with  the  reft  of  the  kingdom,  to  fubmit  to  the 
conqueror,  whq  cs^rried  the  king,  and  all  his  fubjeds, 
into  captivity,  replacing  them  with  ftrangers  from  Baby- 
lon, Cufliah,  Ava,  Hamath,  aQ4  Sepharvaim  °  (F).  This 

was 
a  %  Kings  xviL  3.  ^  Ibid.  xvii.  iS— »4. 

(£)  His  name  alfo  is  vari*  Ezekiel,  who  dates  his  pro« 

oufly  written,  as  Salmancfar,  phecies  from  thence,  Cbebar, 

SalmanaiTar ;  he  is  alfo  called  feems  to    have  been  a    long 

EnemaiTar  by  Tohit ;    and  is  traft  in  Mefopotamia  or  Kur- 

fuj^fed  to  be  the  Salman  or  diflan,  running  along  the  banks 

Shalman  of  Hofea*  Moft  cbro-  of  the  river  of  its  name,  fron^ 

nologers  confound    him  with  which  it  was  fo  called,  and 

NabonaiTart  whiph  empties  itfelf  into  the 

(F)  We   arc  much  in  the  Euphrates  on  the   eaftem  or 

dark  copcerning  the  true  fitua-  ferther  fide.     We  know  >  but 

tion  of  thofe  countries  to  which  little  of.  its  true  fituation,  ex- 

the  ten   tribes    were  parried,  ^ceptthat  it  wa$  between  Afly- 

jofephus  only  fays,  in  general,  ria  and  Media.    We  can  give 

that    they  were    transplanted  abetter  guefs  at  th^  land   of 

into  Media  and  P^riia ;  fo  that  Gozan,    which    is   mentioned 

we  mufl  be  content  with  thjs  by  the  facred  hiflorian^  as  a 

beft    con^e£ture§    which    the  country,  or  rather  as  one  of 

learned  have  been  able  to  .^ive  thof<?    provinces    which   were 

us  of  thofe  provinces  or  cities,  conquered  by    the  Affyrians, 

The  firft  named  in  the  text  and    vr^s  probably  fo    called 

Is  that  of  Halah,  or,  as  the  He-  from   the  river  of  its    name* 

brew  writes  it,  Chalah,  which  Accordingly    Ptolemy    places 

is,  not  without  great  probabi-  the  province  pf  Gauzanitis  in 

lity,    fuppofed  to  have  been  Mefopotamia,     and    mentions 

jhe  metropolis   of  Chalacene,  the  city  of  Gauzania   as   the 

and  to  have  given  name  to  the  capital  of  it ;  and  Pliny  takes 

whole  province  j  and  this  was  notice  of  a  province,    which 

fituate  on  the  north    fide  of  he  calls  Elon  Gozina,  which 

fcurdifian,     between    Aflyria  ipread  itfelf  up  quite  to  the 

and  the  Gordyaean  mountains,  head  fpring  of  the  Tigris.   Wc 

Habor,  or  rather  Chabor,  by  likewife  read  of  a  trad  named 

the  Greeks  Chaboras,  and  by  Gauzan,   in   Media,  faid   to 
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was  the  fatal  end  of  Ac  kingdom  of  Ifrael,  as  we  have 
related  more  at  length  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  Jews. 

He  afterwards  invaded  Phoenice ;  but. a  peace  being 
foon  concluded  between  him  and  the  Phcenicians^  he 
quitted  their  country  and  returned  home  with  his  army. 
Not  long  after  the  cities  of  Sidon,  Ace,  and  Palaetyrus, 
with  feveral  others,  revolting  from  the  Tyrians,  to  whom 
they  were  fubjeft,  fubmitted  to  him.  This  encouraged 
him  to  attempt  the  reduftion  of  Tyre  itfelf;  but  he  mif- 
.carried,  as  we  have  feen  in  the  hiftory  of  that  city. 

.Shalmanefer  was  fucceeded  .by  Sennacherib  (G),  who,  Sentuuhi" 
finding  that  Hezekiah,  king  of  Judah,  with-held  the  tribute  rib^ 
•which  both    he  and    his  predeceiTor  had   paid  to   him, 
marched  againft  him  with  a  powerful  army,  and  reduced 


have  been  fituate  between  the 
rivers  Cyrus  and  Cambyfes ; 
and  this  is  all  that  we  can  meet 
with  in  ancient  authors  ;,  from 
all  which  we  may  conclude, 
that  Gozan,  or  Gauzania,  lay 
near  the  Cafpian  fea,  if  not 
upon  it,  and  on  the  'northern 
parts  of  Ghilan  in  PerAa,  as 
Media  did  on  the  fouth  and 
weA  coaft  of  the  fame  fea. 
And  thus  far  we  may  extend 
our  conje^ures  concerning  the 
countries  into  which  the  lirael- 
itifli  tribes  were  tranfported. 
Rabihakeh,  the  Aflyrian  ^- 


fiph,  Refapha,  Rizapha,  and 
by  Ptolemy,  Rhadzapha,  was 
a  city  of  Syria,  according  to 
Peutinger  and  the  Notitiac  Ori- 
en  tales,  and  is,  by  Ptoleipy, 
placed  in  Palmy rene.  Hamath 
is  reafonably  fuppofed  the 
fame  with  the  ancient  Emdia 
on  the  Orontes.  The  other 
cities  or  countries  of  Ava,  Se- 
pharvaim,  &c.  out  of  all  which 
the  AfTyrian  monarchs  fent 
their  new  colonies  into  the  Sa- 
maritan kingdom,  were  all 
feated  on  the  fame  route;  ib 
that  thofe  conquerors  feem  to 


neral,  mentions  the  countnes  have  fwept  away  all  thofe  coun* 
of  Haran,  Rezeph,  Hamath,  tries,  as  they  lay  in  their  way 
&c.  in  his  threatening  letter  to  to  Palefline,  and  to  have  ex- 
king  Hezekiah,  as  provinces  changed  their  captives  from 
lately  conquered  by  the  kings  the  one  to  the  other  ;  among 


his  mailers,  and  immediately 
after  that  of  Gozan.  Now 
Haran,  or,  as  the  Hebrew  hath 
it,  Charan,    and  the    Greeks 


which    the    Ifraelitiih    tribes 
were  fent  into  the  moft  remote 
parts  from  their  own  land  (5), 
(G)    His  Hebrew  name  is 


Charres,  was  a  famed  city  of    Sanherib ;  and  it  is  feldom  or 
Mefopotamia,   feated  between    never,  that  we  recoiled^,  writ 


the  Chabor  and  the  Euphrates 
above  mentioned.  Rezeph, 
mentioned  by  the  fame  hiflo- 
^ans,  and  by  others  called  Re- 


with  any  great  variation,  ex- 
cept that  he  may,  by  contrac- 
tion, have  been  called  Jareb. 


(5)  Vid.  Jof.  Antiq.  lib.  ix.  cap.  ult.   Ezek.  i«    2  Kings  xix.  12. 
Iffaiab  xx^vii.  11.    %  Kings  xvii.  6.  xviii.  iit 

a  great 
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a  great  many  of  his  fortified  towns.  Hezekiahy  intimi- 
dated by  his  fuccefs,  acknowleged  his  fault,  and  agreed 
to  pay  the  AfTyrian  a  yearly  tribute  of  three  hundred  ta- 
lents of  filver,  and  thirty  oi  gold.  Though  this  was  all 
that  Shalmanefer  demanded,  he  foon  after  fent  his  army^ 
under  the  command  of  Tartan  Rabfaris,  and  Rabfhakeh, 
to  inveft  Jerufalem.  Thefe,  prefenting  themfelves  at  the 
foot  of  the  city  wall,  demanded  a  parley  with  Hezekiah'^ 
minifters ;  which  being  granted,  Rabfhakeh  addrefled 
them  in  a  haughty  fpeech,  fetting  forth  the  power  of  his 
matter,  and  treating  witl^  the  utmoft  contempt  not  only 
Hezekiah  and  the  king  of  Egypt,  in  whom  he  fuppofed 
Hezekiah  to  have  place4  great  confidence,  but  even  the 
God  of  Ifrael ;  obferving,  that  as  the  gods  of  Hamath  and 
of  Arphad,  the  gods  of  Sepharvaim,  Henah,  and  Ivah  (H), 
had  not  been  able  to  withftand  the  Aflyrian  power,  fo 
neither  would  theirs.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  Senna- 
cherib being  informed  that  Tirhakah  (I),  king  of  Ethiopia^ 
was  in  full  march  to  iitvade  his  dominions,  he  haflened 
back  to  defend  them ;  and  his  generals,  leaving  Jerufalem^ 


(H)  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  in 
his  Chronology,  ufes  this  boafl 
concerning  the  nation  and  their 
gods,  as  an  argument  for  the 
novelty  of  the  AiTyrian  mo* 
narchy  in  thofc  days,  obferv- 
ing that  this  defolation  is  re* 
cited  as  fre(h  in  memory,  and 
to  terrify  the  Jews.  **  All  the 
above  cited  nations  had,  till 
now,  -their  feveral  gods,  and 
each  accounted  his  god  the 
god  of  his  own  land,  and  the 
defender  thereof  againll  the 
gods  of  the  neighbouring  coun* 
tries,  and  particularly  the  gods 
of  AHyria  ;  and  therefore  they 
were  never,  till  now,  united 
under  the  AiTyrian  monarchy, 
efpccially  fince  theking  of  Af- 
fyria  doth  not  boa  ft  of  their 
being  conquered  by  the  Afly- 
rians  oftner  than  once ;  but 
thefe  being  fmall  kingdoms, 
the  king  of  Affyria  foon  over- 
flowed them :"  "  Know  ye  not. 


faith  Sennacherib  to  the  Jews 
(6),  what  I  and  my  fathers 
have  dohe  unto  all  the  people 
of  other  lands  ? — for  no  god  of 
any  nation  or  kingdom  was 
able  to  deliver  his  people  out 
of  mine  hand,  and  out  of  the 
hand  of  my  fathers;  how 
much  lefs  ihall  your  god  de« 
liver  you  out  of  mine  hand  ?** 
**  He  and  his  fathers,  there-* 
fore,  Pul,  Tiglath-Pilefer,  and 
Shalmanefer,  were  great  con< 
querors ;  and,  with  a  current 
of  victories,  had  newly  over- 
flowed all  nations  round  about 
AfTyria,  and  thereby  fct  up 
this  monarchy." 

(I)  According  to  the  courie 
of  the  Egyptian  hiftory,  this 
Tirhakah  can  have  been  no 
other  than  the  Sabbaco  of  He- 
rodotus, who  was  an  Ethiopian, 
a  great  warrior,  and  had  feme 
time  before  conquered  Egypt^ 
and  held  it  fifty  years. 


(6)  2  Chroa.  xxxii,  13.  x  5. 


followed 
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followed  him  with  all  expedition.  Sennacherib,  before 
his  departure,  fent  a  threatening  letter  to  Hezekiah,  add** 
ing  to  the  nations  he  formerly  mentioned  to  have  been 
conquered  by  Affyria,  Rezeph,  and  the  children  of  Eden, 
which  were  in  Thelafar  p  (K).  He  returned  foon  after 
againft  Judah  ;  but  his  army  being  fmitten  by  an  angel  (L)» 
and  a  hundred  and  eighty-five  thoufand  of  them  found 
dpad  next  morning  in  their  camp^  he  marched  back  into 
AfTyria,  and  took  up  his  refidence  at  Nineveh  **  j  where, 
finding  himfelf  fallen  into  contempt  with  his  people,  h& 
grew  fullen  and  tyrannical,  particularly  venting  his  rage 
againft  the  captive 'Hebrews  in  his  dominions,  many  of 
whoin  he  unmercifully  put  to  death  ',  in  revenge  for  hia 
misfortunes,  which  he  may  have  attributed  to  them.  In 
(hort,  he  behaved  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  became  odious 
to  his  own  fons,  two  of  whom^  Adrammelech  and  Sha« 
rezer,  flew  him  as  he  was  at  his  demotions  in  the  temple 
of  Nifroch»  in  a  ihort  time  after  his  precipitate  return  from 
Judaea,  and  fled  into  Armenia  \  perhaps  to  avoid  the  pu-« 
biihment  due  to  their  parricide  :  thus  was  he  flain  in  the 
temple  of  his  favourite  god,  and  his  third  fon,  Efar^Had- 
don,  reigned  in  his  ftead'(M}.  ^^ 

p  %  Kings  xix.  8«  xa«  a  Ibid.  ver.  36.  r  Tobit  i,  i8« 

I  %  Kings  x'fx.  37. 

(K)  The  moft  probable  opi-  a  flatue  to  Sethon,  holding  in 

nion  is,  that  thefe  places  were  his   hand  a  moufe,  the  Egyp- 

ibmewhere  in  Syriak     There  is  tian  fymbol  of  deftrudion  (7 .  .*^ 

a  pity  called  Refiph  in  Mefo-  (M)   Herodotus  makes  ex- 

potamia,    near  the  mouth    of  prefs  mention  of  Sennacherib, 

the  river  Saacoras,  and  a  city  and  tells  us,  that  as  he  lay  be«^ 

called  Refaph,  in  the  Palmy-  fore   Pelufium  with  his  army, 

rene  of  Syria  ;  which  of  thefe  fuch  fwarms  of  field-rats  and 

may  have  been  Refcph,    we  mice    entered    his  camp   one 

decide  not;    the    other  cities  night,    as  deftroye4   all  their 

are  not  fo  eafy  to  be  found.  fhield-ftraps  and    bow-ftrings. 

(L)  This  is  a  figurative  ex-  This  biftiop  Patrick,  with  fome 
preilion  common  with  the  Jews,  feeming  paflion,  calls  '*  a  hor- 
Some  fuppofe  this  havock  to  rible  lye ;"  and  a  lye  it  is,  or 
have  been  made  *' by  a  plague,  rather  a  fafliood;  but  never- 
or  perhaps  by  lightning,  or  a  thekfs  confirms,  in  fome  de- 
fiery  wind,  which  blows  fome-  gree,  what  is  written  concern- 
times  in  the  neighbouring  de«  ing  the  fudden  deftruiftioQ 
ferts,  or  rather  by  being  fur-  of  the  Aflyrian  army.  Hero- 
prifed  by  Sethon  and  Tirha-  dotus  calls  Sennacherib  king 
kah  ;  for  the  Egyptians,  in  of  the  Arabians  and  Affyrians, 
fnemory  of  this  adion,  erected  perhaps  becaufe  the  Ailyrians 

(7)  Newton-s  Chron.  of  Ancient  Kingdomi  amended,  p«  %%%• 
Frideaux  Connect,  book  i.  part  i.  p.  s4» 

at 
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Yr.  of  Fl,  Efar-Haddon  (N)  may  be  faid  to  have  fuccceded  to  tbc 
1638,,      ruins,  as  it  were,  of  the  AfTyrian  monarchy,  founded  by 

AntcChr.  Pul,  and  enlarged  and  cftabliflicd  by  Tiglath-Pilcfer.  Un- 
7'°'        dcr  Sennacherib  it  fell  to  decay,  either  by  his  imprudence 

E(ar-Had'    ^^  *^^  fortune,  or  a  mixture  of  both.     The  Medes,  taking 

^n^  '  advantage,  it  is  likely,  of  his  Idng  and  diftant  abfence,  or 
perhaps  upon  the  news  of  the  fudden  and  general  deftruc- 
tion.  of  his  army,  revoked,  and  were  never  after  reduced 
to  the  Aflyrian  yoke,  though  Efar-Haddon,  in  the  courfe 
of  his  r<9gn,  feems  to  have  been  both  a  valorous  and  for- 
tunate prince,  as  well  as  ambitious  of  fupporting  and  en- 
larging the  empire*  He  was,  to  all  appearance,  a  mild 
and  gracious  perfonage,  and  particularly  kind  to  the  Jews, 
who  had  been  fo  cruelly  abufed  by  his  father,  after  his 

Yr.  of  Fl.  hafty  return  to  Nineveh,  rfe,  in  the  beginning  of  his 
1667.       reign,  feems  to  have  continued  quiet  in  his  capital,  and 

Ante  Chr,  perhaps  had  enough  to  do  fupport  his  dignity  at  home  ; 
^*''       till  after  fome  years,  his  kindred  race  of  the  Babylonifli 

'  kings  being  extinfl,  or  fome  other  caufe,  producing  an  in- 

.terregnum  in  that  kingdom,  he  laid  hold  of  the  o|)portu- 
nity,  and  united  it  to  the  crown  of  AfTyria  K 

Yr.  of  Fl.  Grown  potent  by  this  union,  he  proceeded  to  eftablifli 
16/1.       his  tottering  power  over  the  more  diftant  parts  of  his  em- 

^^yi^**^'  pire :  he  marched  into  Syria,  and  advanced  againft  the 
^  remnant  of  Ifrael,  and  the  kingdonj  of ' Judah.  The  re- 
maining inhabitants  of  Ifrael  he  tranfplanted  ",  as  well  as 
the  remnant  that  may  have  been  left  of  Syria ;  fo  that 
they  now  utterly  ceafed  to  be  nations ;  and,  in  their  ftead^ 
introduced  a  fupply  of  foreigners  (O),  according  to  the 
policy  of  his  predeceffors.  Having  thus  quite  expunged 
Ifrael  and  Syria  from  the  lift  of  nations,  he  proceeded  to 

tPtolem.  Can.  Aftronom.  v£zra  iv.  s*  io« 

at  thstt  time,   with  Peraa,  or  Haddop,  Afordan  by  the  Scp- 

the  land  of  Gilead,  and  Ha-  tuagint,  Aflaradin  in  Pto)emy*s 

math  or  Iturea,  poflbffed  great  canon,    Sarchedon  by   Tobit, 

part  of  the  neighbouring  Ara-  Sargon   by  Ifaiah,  and  Afnap- 

bia.     It  IS  plain  from   Scrip-  per  by  Ezra. 
ture,  that  they  were,  in  Sen-         (O)  His   being  now  called 

nacherib's    time,    mailers   of  king  of  Babylon,  has  been  the 

Ivah,  which  was,  according  to  caule  .  that  commentators  have 

iUQius,  a  province  of  Arabia  poftponed  the    tranfplantation 

)eferta{8).  of  Ifrael,  recorded  in  the  reiga 

(N)  He  is  alfo  called  Afar-  of  Shalmanefer,  to  his  time. 

(8)  Herodot.  lib.  ii.  cap.  141,  Comment,  upon  t  Kiiij;sxix.   Jo- 
ieph.  Ant.  lib.  x.  cap.  1.    Jun.  on  1  Kings  xvil  «4« 

^  reduce 
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f educe  the  kingdom  of  Judah  to  the  ftairof  dependence 
under  which  it  had  fallen  in  the  time  of  king  Ahaz  ;  took 
ManaiTeh  their  king,  bound  him  in  chains,  and  fent  him 
captive  to  Babylon  *. 

Elated  by  this  flow  of  fuccefs,  he  continued  his  march  Yr.  of  FJL 
into  Egypt  and  Ethiopia;  and,  havifig  fubdued  both  coun-      ^^75' 
tries,  carried  with  him  into  captivity  greatjiumbers  of  the  "^"I^  ^^'"^ 
inhabitants^.    In  the  courfe  of  this  war  he  particularly        ^^^ 
took,  by  his  general  Tartan,"  the  city  of  Afhdod  orVAzotus, 
vrhich  coft  Pfammeticus  fo  much  time  to  wfeft  fron>  his 
fuCceflbrs.     Thus  did  he  extend  his  dominions,  and  once 
more  fpread  the  terror  of  the  AfTyrian  name  far  and  near. 
After  ^  reign  of  many  yeys,  glorious,  efpecially  in  the  Yr.  of  FL 
latter  part  of  it,  he  died,  and  Irft  a  charafter  behind  him    ^  'ttfch 
equal  to  the  rank  he  had  while  living ;  whence  we  cannot        553,   * 
be  induced  to  think  he  can  be,  in  any  refpe£lr,  the  Sarda-  , 

napalus  of  Ctefias,  there  being  no  liken«fs  or  analogy^at 
all  between  the  rcprefentations  of  the  two  men.. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  Saofduchinus,  or  Saofducheus,  the  SaofdtlchU 
Nebuchadonofor  oJF  Scripture^  a  warlike  and  adliive  prince,  **'• 
particularly  remarkable  for  the  great  advantages  he  gained 
over  the  Medes,  who,  after  fubduing  feveral  of  the  neigh- 
bouring nations,  had,  under  the  conduft  of  their  fecond 
king  Phraortes,  invaded  AfTyria*  Nebuchadonofor  raifed 
a  powerful  army  to  oppofe  them,  fummoning  the  whole 
force  of  his  wide*fpreading  dominions,  and  inviting  other 
nations  of  the  Eaft  to  hisrailiftance.  Though  moft  of  the 
nations  he  fummoned  received  his  ambafladors  with  con- 
tempt *  (P),  yet  he  took  the  field  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his 
reign  with  what  forces  he  hadaffembledr  Joining  battle 
with  Phraortes  in  the  great  plain  of  Ragau,  he  defeated 
that  prince's  cavalryi  overturned  his  chariots,  and,  pur- 

^  2  Chron.  xxiii.  ti»        y  Ifaiah  xx,  4«         '  Judith  i.  5,  Scfeq, 

(P)  Herodotus  confirms  this,  nofor  had  lived  peaceably  till  the 
very  plainly,  telling  us,  that  twelfth  year  of  his  reign,  when, 
the  Aflyrians,  "  Thofe  I  mean,  perceiving  himfclf  and  his  king- 
fays  he,  who  lived  at  Nineveh,  dom  in  danger  from  the  vidlo- 
who  had  formerly  been  the  rious  and  infultiag  Medes,  he 
chief  of  all,  but  were  now  de-  took  the  alarm,  and  invited  all 
ferted  by  their  friends  or  vaf-  the  nations  of  the  Eaft  to  his 
fals,  though  neverthdefs  in  a  afiiftance.  No  two  hiftorical 
goodftatetodefendthcmfelyes;  pieces  can,  fo  far  as  they  arc 
againftthefc,fay«he,  didPhra-  concerned  together,  more  il^ 
ones,  the  Mede,  makfe  war."  It  luftrate  each  other  than-  Hero- 
appears,  then,  that  Nebucbado*  dotus,  and  the  book  of  Judiths 

fuxng 
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filing  the  king  to  the  adjacent  mountains^  whither  he  lia^ 
made  his  retreat,  took  and  put  him  to  death.  After 
this  vifEioryi  he  entered  Media,  reduced  many  ftrong  holds, 
and,  pufliing  on  his  coriquefts,  ftormed  the  famous  city  of 
Ecbatafn,  which  he  levelled  with  the  ground.  Flufhed  be- 
yond meafure  by  this,  perhaps,  more  than  expef^ed  fucv 
cefs,  he  returned  to  Nineveh,  where  he  feafted  and  re- 
velled with  thofe  who  had  attended  him  in  this  expedi- 

^  tion,  for  the/pace  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  days  •  (  Q^)* 

Elated  to  a  pitch  of  infolence  and  vanity,  that  feemed  to 
border  upon  madnefs,  h^  afterwards  denounced  vengeance 
againft  the  whole  earth.  As  the  executor  of  his  wrath^ 
he  fent  forth  Holofomesi  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army, 
with  orders  to  put  all  to  the  fword  who  fhould  oppofe 
him,  and  referve  fuch  as  fubmitted,  to  be  punifhed  by  him« 
felf  '*.  As  to  the  cruelty  with  which  thefe  orders  were 
executed;  the  dread  and  terror  that  mercilefs  general 
ftruck  into  the  countries  through  which  he  marched  ;  the 
relblution  taken  by  the  Jews  to  withftand  the  mighty  con- 
queror ;  the  great  ftreights  to  which  the  city  of  Bethulia, 
and  the  whole  nation,  were  reduced;  their  miraculous 
deliverance;  and,  laRly,  the  flaughcer  of  the  Aflyrian 
army ;  the  reader  will  nnd  a  diftin£l  and  minute  account 
of  thefe  particulars  in  the  book  of  Judith  ^. 

Tr.  of  PI.       Saofduchinus  was  fucceeded  by  Chynaladan,  or  Sarac, 
1700.      as  Polyhiftor  calls  him.    In  his  reign  the  Medes,  having 

Arte  Chr.  Cynares,  the  fon  of  Phraortes,  at  their  head,  a  young  and 
^^  warlike  prince,  not  only  recovered  what  the  Aflyrians  had 

~  taken  from  them  after  their  viftory  in  the  plains  of  Ragau, 

but  utterly  defeated  them  in  a  pitched  battle,  and  obliged 
them  to  fhelter  themfelves  behind  the  walls  of  Nineveh, 
their  metropolis,  to  which  they  laid  glofe  fiege.  But  they 
were  foon  obliged,  by  the  irruption  of  the  ocy thians,  to 
abandon  the  enterprize,  and  employ  their  arms  in  defence 
of  their  own  country  **• 

In  the  mean  time  Nabopalaflar,  a  Babylonian,  whom 
Chynaladan  had  entrufled  with  the  command  of  his  troops 

a  Judith  1.  5,  &  feq.  b  ibid.  li.  1-^13.  clbid.  i.-^xv. 

"^  Hero4ot.  lib.  i.  cap.  104.  lib.  ii.  cap.  1.  &  lib.  vii.  cup.  ao. 

(  QJ  This  faccefsful  war  of  the  fame  ftory  mod:  carclefsly 

Saofduchinus,  or  Nebuchado-  told ;  and  this  feafi  i«  certainly 

-nofor,  againft  the   Medes^  is  the  fame  Sardanapalus  is  faid, 

•exadtly    aimed    what    Ctefias  to  have  given  his  viSorious 

whites  of  Sardanapalus  i   it  is  army. 

In 
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in  Clialdea^  taking  advantage  of  the  low  ebb  to  which  this 
Aflyrian  power  was  reduced,  revolted  from  him,  and  feized 
on  the  kmgdom  of  Babvlon  forhimfelf*.     Chynaladan,     ' 
terrified  at  the  news  of  this  revolt,  and  dreading  the  cala- 
mities ready  to  befal  him,  fct  fire  to  his  palace,  and  was  Yr.  of  Fl. 
confumed  with  all  his  wealth  in  the  flames '  (R ).     The      »7a»« 
Affyrian  empire  fubfifted  feveral  years  after  his  death }  •^"**  ^^^* 
but,  as  to  bis  fucceflprs,  we  are  left  quite  in  the  dark.       ^*^' 
All  wc  know  for  certain  is,  that  it  was  in  the  end  over^  C/iyttaJa- 
turned  by  the  Medes  and  Babylonians.     Thus  fell  the  em-  dan  burm 
pire  of  AfTyria  5  concerning  which  we  fliould  have  had   ^i*pafae§ 
next  to  nothing  genuine  to  relate,  but  iot  the  afTiftance  of  ^"^^*»- 
Scripture,  and  the  ineftimable  concurrence  pf  Ptolemy's  '''''* 
Aftronomical  Canon. 


CHAP.     X. 

The  WJiory  of  the  Babyhnifltts* 

S  E  C  T.    I. 

Yhe  Defcription  of  the  Country  ofBalylon,  or  Chald^ea, 

'TPH  I S  country  was  known,  in  the  moft  ancient  times, 
-*•     by  the  names  of  Shinar  and  Shinaar.    The  appella-  ^^"^eu 
tion  oi  Shinar  it  feems  to  have  retained  even  in  Daniel's 

c  Polyhift.  apud  Syncel.  Chran.  p.  sio.  &  in  Gr«c*  Eufeb,  ScaU 
P*  3^*  39*  ^  1^'  i^i^« 

(R)  We  have  taken  notice  day,  as  Tarfus  and  Anchiale, 

that  there  are  two  Sardanapa-  and  to  have  died  peaceably  and 

lufes  in  profane  writers;  and  quietly  in  his  bed ;" the  other 

thefe  two  can  have  been  no  is   reprefented  as  a  (luggard, 

other  than  the  great  AiTer-Had-  who  perifhed  in  the  flames  that 

doD,  king  of  Allyria,  who  may  confumed  his  palace,  his  fer- 

have  been  the  fecond  of  the  vants,  and  his  treafure.     The 

name;,  as  the  contraction  of  the  former  then  muft  have  been 

prcfcnt,  which  is  all  we  have  the  great  AfTer-Haddon,  or  Sar- 

of  it,  ieems  to  imply«     The  dan*Pul,  of  Scripture ;  and  the 

profane  accounts  reprcfent  tb^  latter  mufl  have  been  this  ob- 

one  to  have  been  a  great  ma^-  fcure  prince  Sarac,  Sarchedon, 

nificent  prince,   and  to  have  or  Sardon-Pult 
built  ei^en  two  cities  in  one 

tmMU 
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time.  As  for  the  name  of  Babylon,  it  is  univerfally  fujJ- 
pofed  to  have  been  borrowed  from  that  of  the  tower  of 
Babel,  as  the  name  of  Chaldsea  arofe  from  the  Chaldaeans^ 
Diwfan.  or  Ghafdim  K  Thefe  two  names  fometimes  extend  to  the 
whole  country,  being  indifferently  taken  for  each  other^ 
and  fometimes  are  limited  to  certain  parts.  By  Babylon^ 
or  Babylonia,  is  meant  the  country  more  immediately  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  city  of  Babylon  ;  and  by  Chal- 
daea,  that  which  extends  fouthward  to  the  Perfian.gulph. 
Chaldsea  is  ufed  by  the  writers  of  the  Old  Teftament  for 
the  whole  country  ° ;  and  Babylonia,  generally  fpeaking, 
by  the  profane  *.  It  lies  between  30  and  35  degrees  of 
north  latitude ;  and  was  bounded,  according  to  Ptolemy, 
on  the  north  by  Mefopotamia,  on  the  eaft  by  the  Tigris^ 
on  the  weft  by  Arabia  Deferta,  and  on  the  fouth  by  the 
Cities  of  Perfian  gulph,  and  part  of  Arabia  Felix.  In  Babylonia, 
mou  in  Bd'  properly  fo  called,  or  as  a  diftindi  province  from  Chal- 
k^hnia.  jgga^  ^trt  the  following  cities  :  Babylon,  the  metropolis 
of  that  kingdom,  which  we  fhall  defcribe  in  the  reign  of 
Nebuchadnezzar,  to  whom,  in  'great  meafure,  it  owed  its 
grandeur ;  Vologefia,  or  Vologefocerta>  built  on  the  Eu- 
phrates, by  Vologefis,  king  of  the  Pacchians,  in  the  time 
of  Vefpafian  ^\  Barlita  ^  probably  St/abo's  Borfippa  ",  fa- 
cred  to  Diana  and  Apollo,  famous  in  Strabo's  time  for  a 
woollen  manufaflure,  and  being  the  feat  of  a  certain  kSi 
of  Chaldaeans,  thence  called  Borifippeni ;  Idiccara,  on  the 
Euphrates,  and  the  borders  of  Arabia  Deferta ;  Coche,  in 
ihe  ifland  Mefene,  formed  by  the  Tigris,  Sura,  and  Pom- 
beditha,  of  which  the  (ituation  is  very  uncertain. 

In  Chaldaea  Ptolemy  places  the  cities  Spunda,  Batrachar- 
ta,  Sh^Jatha,  Altha,  and  Teridon,  all  on  the  Tigris  :  in  the 
inland  country  were,  according  to  the  fame  geographer, 
Chuduca,  Chumana,  Bethana,  Orchoe,  Biramba,  and  /e- 
veral  others,  equally  unknown.  Some  will  have  Orchoe 
to  be  the  Ur  of  the  Chaldxans,  where  Abraham  was  born ; 
but  othefs,  perhaps  upon  better  grounds,  fuppofe  the  Ur 
mentioned  by  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  and  placed  by  bim 
between  the  Tigris  and  the  city  of  Nifibis,  to  have  been 
the  birth-place  of  that  patriarch.  It  is  true,  that  the 
Ur,  mentioned  by  Ammianus,  ftood  in  Mefopotamia; 
but,  that  part  of  Mefopotamia,  which  lay  on  the  Tigris, 

g  Jofepb.  Antiq.  lib.  i.  cap.  7.  ^  h  Jcrera.  xxiv.  5.  xxv.  i«. 

1.  S,  &c.    Ezek.  xii.  13.         ^  Diodor.  lib.  ii.  cap.  11,  is.    Strabo, 
lib.  xvi.  Alb  init.    Colin.  Hb.  v.  cap,  11.  ^  PJiny,  lib.  v.  cap. 

26.    Ammian.  lib.  xxtji*  cap,  20«  ^Ptoi.iib.  v*  cap.t^f. 

»  Strabo,  lib.  xvi.  p*  509. 

^  wa$ 
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tlrisTftnciently  comprifed  under  the  name  of  Chald^ea,  ap* 
l^ears  plain,  not  only  from  profane  writers,  but  from  Scrip- 
lure  °.  In  ancient  times  the  Babylonian  namej  extending 
far  beyond  the  limits  both  of  Babylonia  and  Chaldaea, 
tomprifed  all,  or  th^"  greater  part,  of  the  provinces  fubjeft 
to  the  Babylonian  enilpire  (S).     But  as  We  have  already 

*  Afis  vii.  ^.  4. ' 
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(U)  The  limits  of  the  Baby* 
Ionian  empire  were  much  the 
fame  with  thofe  of  the  Aflyrian 
empire,  after  the  revolt  of  the 
Medes ;  and  hence  the  Baby- 
Ionian  name  was  almofl  as  wide- 
ly extended  as  the  Aflyrian ; 
and  indeed  they  are  frequently 
Ufed  the  one  for  the  other, 
though  this  latter  feems  the 
moil:  generally  to  have  had  the 
afcendant  and  pre-eminence,  as 
being  prior,  and,  as  it  were, 
fuperior  to  the  former.  **  Bero- 
ius  fays,  that  Nebuchadnezzar 
held  Egypt,  Syria,  Phoenicia, 
and  Arabia ;  and  Strabo  adds 
Arbela  to  the  territories  of  Ba- 
bylon ;  after  faying  that  Baby- 
lon was  anciently  the  metropo- 
lis of  AflTyria,  he  thus  defcribes 
the  limits  of  the  Aflyrian  em- 
pire (or  more  properly  the  Ba- 
bylonian) :  contiguous,  faith 
he,  (lib.  xvi.)  to  Perfia  and  Su- 
fi ana  are  the  Aflyrians  ;  for  fo 
they  call  Babylonia,  and  the 
greateft  part  of  the  region  a- 
bout  it ;  part  of  which  is  At- 
turia,  wherein  is  Ninus  (of 
Nineveh),  and  ApoUoniatis, 
and  the  Elymeans,  and  the  Pa- 
raetacs,  and  Chalonitis  by  the 
mountain  Zagrus,  and  the  fields 
near  Ninus,  and  Dolomene, 
and  Chalachene,  and  Chazene, 
•^nd  Adiabene,  and  the  nations 
of  Mefopotamia  near  the  Gor- 
dya^ns,  and  the  Migdones  a** 
bout  NiflBis,  unto  Zeugma  up- 

(1)  Sir  Ifaac  Newton*!  Chroii.  of  Ant  Kingd.  amended,  p.  yti^  325, 


on  Euphrates,  and  a  large  vt^ 
gion  on  this  fide  the  Euphrates, 
inhabited  by  the  Arabians  and 
Syrians,  properly  fo  called,  as 
far  as  Cilicia,  and  Phoenicia, 
and  Libya,  and  the  fea  of  £- 
gypt,  and  the  Sinus  Iflicus/* 
And  a  little  after,  defcrlbing 
the  extent  of  the  Babylonian 
region,  he  *'  bounds  it  on  the . 
north  with  the  Armenians  and 
Medes,  unto  the  mountain  Za* 
grus ;  on  the  weft  fide,  with 
Sufa,  and  Elymais,  and  Pa* 
rxtacene,  inclufively ;  on  the 
fouth  with  the  Perfian  gulf, 
and  Chaldsea  ;  and  on  the  weft, 
with  the  Arabes  Scenitse,  as  far 
as  Adiabene  and  Gordysea/* 
Afterwards,  fpeaking  of  Su- 
fiana  and  Sittacene,  a  region 
between  Babylon  and  Sufa, 
and  of  Paractacene  and  Coflka, 
and  Elymais,  and  of  the  Saga* 
peni  and  Siloceni,  two  little 
adjoining  provinces,  he  con- 
cludes (lib.  xvi.  p.  74  0  : 
"  And  thefe  are  the  nations 
which  inhabit  Babylonia  eaft- 
ward;  to  the  north  are  Media 
and  Armenia,  exclufively ;  and 
weftward'are  Adiabene  and  Me- 
fopotamia, inclufively.  The 
greateft  part  of  Adiabene  is 
plain,  the  fame  being  part  of 
Babylonia:  in  fome  places  it 
borderfi  on  Armenia;  for  the 
Medes,  Armenians,  and  Baby- 
lonians warred  frequently  on 
one  another  ( I)." 
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defcrlbed  foxiie  of  thofe  countries^  and  ihall  fpeak  of  tiM 
Qthers  in  their  proper  places,  we  confine  oaffelves  here  to^ 
Babylonia  and  Chaldaea,  properly  fo  called. 
CBmati  This  country  enjoys  an  air  vi^ry  temperate  and  whol-i 

mndftrii'    fome  for  the  moft  part,  though  at  certain  feafons  of  the 
^'  year  no  climate  can  be  poflBbly  more  dangerous.     The 

heats  are  fo  extraiordinary^  that  the  richer  fort  were  ufed 
to  flecp  in  tubs  and  citterns  of  water  ^  ;  nor  could  they 
bear  to  live  without  this  pernicious  pradlice,  which  ftill 
continues,  as  is  well  known  to  all  who  have  travelled  into 
thofe  parts.  At  certain  feafons  this  country  is  expofed 
to  a  peftilentialwind,  much  talked  of  by  modern  travellers^ 
It  feldom  or  never  rains  here  for  certain  months  of  the 
year;  fo  that  the  inhabitants  in  the  nortjbern  parts,  and 
generally  all  over  it,  are  at  great  labour  and  trouble  in 
watering  their  lands,  the  engines  and  wheels  which  tbey 
make  ule  of  for  that  purpofe  being  fb  numerous,  ei^ecially 
along  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  as  fometimes  to  hurt 
the  navigation  of  the  river  p.  This  drought  ccMifinaes 
commonly  eight  months  of  the  year;  nay^  it  has  been 
ibmetimes  known  not  to  have  rained  here  for  two  years 
and  a  half  together;  and  the  inhabitants  reckon,  that,  if  it 
docs  but  rain  twice  or  thrice  in  the  year,  it  is  ^nocfgh  for 
their  purpofe.  Herodotus  fays,  that  in  the  land  of  the 
Aflyrians  it  feldom  rained  ;  and  that,  thotigh  the  country 
*  .  was  like  Egypt,  its  fertility  was  not  caufed  by  the  inunda- 
tions of  the  river,  as  in  that  kingdom,  but  by  the  painful 
labour  of  the  inhabitants,  who  either  a£kually  watered  it 
by  hand,  or  dug  trenches,  and  other  conveyances  of  tbafc 
kind,  for  its  refrefhment  and  fecundation ;  however,  the 
fame  fort  of  labour  k  neceffary  even  in  Egypt  ^.  The  foil 
being  rich,  the  climate  in  general  excellent,  and  the  in-« 
habitants  irlduftrious,  this  country  for  fertility  ufed  to  vie 
with  any  other  fpot  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  We  havtf 
feen  it  compared  to  Egypt,  .a$  above ;  and  the  fouthera 
parts  of  it,  between  the  rivers,  may  be  particularly  com- 
pared with  the  Defta  of  that  country,  it  being  made  up  o( 
iflands,  fome  formed  by  nature,  and  fome  by  art  %  and  i$ 
beGdes  almofl  under  the  fame  parallel  of  latitude  :  nor  it 
.  the  other  part  of  it,  Chaldaea  f^roperly  fo  called,  betweca 
the  Euphrates  and  the  mountains  of  Babylon,  as  they  stf» 
<;pmmonly  termed,  much  lefs  watered  by  riverd  tod  ca- 

•  Plutarch  Sympof.  lib.  iii.  p.  646*  p  Leon.  Rauwolf  •»  Tr. 

into  the  Ealtern  Country,  part  ii.  chap,  ^i  p.  160.  9  Vide  Purcfa. 
Pilgr.  vol.  i.  chap.  xz.  p.  62.  Rauwol^i  ubi  i'upra,  p.  15s*.  I^trabot 
lib.  xvi  p>  692. 
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Hals  conduced  from  the  Euphrates,  and  large  refervoirs 
of  takes  borrovzcd  from  the  fame  river.  Hence  Herodotus 
compares  this  country  with  Egypt ' ;  and  obferves  the  ex- 
cellence of  its  foil,  mentioning  it  was  fo  fruitful,  that 
what  he  could  fay  on  that  fubjeft  would  appear  incredible 
to  fuch  as  had  not,  like  himfelf,  been  eye-witnefles  of  its 
fertility ;  he  adds,  that,  for  the  plenty  of  its  produftions, 
it  was  reckoned  to  be  equal  to  a  third  part  of  Afia,  that  is, 
of  the  Perfian  empire  \  and  that,  in  the  fame  year,  it 
yielded  three  hundred  fold,  but  generally  two  hundred. 

Being  a  country  well  watered,  for  the  mod  part  low  p^  . 
and  flat,  it  may  have  abounded  with  willows  j  whence  it  f^onu 
came  to  be  called  the  Valley  of  Willows,  as  Prideaux  • 
\»rould,  after  Bochart,  mend  the  text  '•    The  palm  alfd 
fiourlihed  naturally  all  over  this  land,  and  chiefly  that  of 
the  date-kind,  which  afforded  meat,  wine,  and  honey ; 
though  the  vine,  the  olive,  and  the  fig-tree,  were  what 
this  otherwife  happy  country  could  not  boaft  of,  no  more 
than  her  fifter  Egypt.     But,  for  grain,  it  exceeded  every 
other  land  ;  the  millet  and  the  fefame  fliot  up  here  to  t^e 
lize  of  trees ;  and  the  leaves  of  the  barley  and  wheat  were 
ufually  four  fingers  broad  ".    The  fefame  afforded  them 
oil,  inflread  of  the  olive  ;  and  the  palm  yielded  wine  in- 
fteadof  the  grape.     Inihort,  for  vegetable  produftions,  it 
may  be  juftly  compared  with  Egypt  4  and  to  dwell  on 
them  would  be  little  better  than  repeating  what  we  have 
already  faid.     This  fertility  muft  have  been  greatly  owing  Ri,j,gf., 
to  the  rivers  Tigris  and  Euphrates,  which  in  the  months  of  canals* 
June,  July,  and  Augufl:,  overflowing  their  banks,  laid  the      , 
country  under  water ;  the  fnow  in  thpfe  months  melting 
in  great  quantities  on  the  mountains  of  Armenia.     But 
thefe  inundations  proving  very  detrimental,  the  inhabit- 
ants guarded  againft  them  by  numbers  of  artificial  rivers 
and  canals,   whereby  the   waters  were  diftributed,  the 
countrjr  in  general  was  benefited,  and  an  eafy  communi- 
cation effefted  among  the  inhabitants.     The  Euphrates, 
according  to  Ptolemy*,  above  Babylon,  near  a  town  inMe- 
fopotkmia  called  Sipphara, divides  itfelf  into  twobranchesj 
one  running  to  Babyloxl,  and  the  other  to  Seleucia,  where 
it  falls  into  the  Tigris.     The  latter  was,  if  we  believe 
Pliny  ^^,  partly  artificia^;  for  he  places  Seleucia  at  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Tigris  and  the  Euphrates,  adding,  that  the^ 

*  Berodot.  Itb.  -i.  cap.  193,  •  Conned,  of  the  Hi  ft.  of  thp 

Old  and  New  Tcft.  part  i.  book  i.  p.  105.  8vo.  t  Ifai  xv.  7. 

«  Herodot.  ubi  fopra*  ^  Ptol.  lib.  v.  cap.  17.        x  Flin.  lib.  vi« 

cap«  «6. 

B  b  2  Euphrates 
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Euphrates  was  conveyed  to  it  by  a  canal.    Prideaux,  upbit 
his  authorityi  fuppofes  that  branch  to  have  been  wholly 
artificial,  and  ranks  it  among  the  flupendous  works  of  Ne- 
buchadnezzar *•    Between  tbefe  two  branclies  an  artificial 
canal  was  cut  from  the  Euphrates,  above  Babylon,  to  the 
Tigris  at  Apamea,  fixty  miles  below  Seleucta.    As  this  ca- 
nal, being  fo  large  as  to  be  navigable  by  great  vefiels,  itwa^ 
thence  called,  in  theChaldaean  languagCiNaarmalcha,  which 
anfwers  Ptolemy's  Bafileios  Potaqaos,  or  royal  rivers     In- 
fteadof  Naarmalcha,  we  read,  in  Ifidprus  Charaicenus,  Nar- 
macha ;  in  Zofimus,  Narmalacnes  ^  in  Abydenus^  Armaca- 
les  J  and  in  Plinv,   Armalachar*.     But  Ammianus .  Mar- 
cellinus  calls  it  by  its  true  name  Naarmalcha,  which  he 
rightly  interprets  the  royal  river  *»•     From  the  Naarmalcha 
th^  emperors  Trajan  and  Severus,  in  their  wars  with  the 
Parthians,  dug  a  new  canal  to^  the  Tigris  near  Coche  on 
the  weft,  and  Ctcfiphon  on  the  eaft  fide  of  that  riven 
As  thefe  canals  were  all  dug  by  kings  or  emperors,  they 
all  juftly  claimed  the  title  of  Naarmalcha  ^  but  moil  authors 
agree  in  beftowing  it,  by  way  of  pre-eminence,  on  one 
only.     Pliny,    Ammianus,  and  Polybius,  by  the   Naar« 
mglcha  feem  to  underftand  the  branch  of  the  Euphrates, 
that  fell  into  the  Tigris  at  Seleucia.     But  Ptolemy*s  Na- 
armalcha, or  Bafileios  Potamos,  extended  froni  the  Eu-^ 
phrates  to  the  Tigris  at  Apamea ;  and  with  him  Bochart 
and  moft  of  the  modem  geographers  agpree.    This    canal 
was  dug  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  as  Abydenus  infornis  us, 
to  convey  the  waters  of  the  Euphrates,  when  it   over-> 
flowed,  into  the  Tigris  before  they  reached  Babylon.    One 
of  thefe  canals  is  mentioned  by  Ezekiel  under  the  name  of 
thebar,  or,  as  the  Greek  verfions  have  it,  Chobar,  which 
inoft  interpreters  fuppofe  to  have  been  borrowed  from  Go- 
baris  or  Gobryas,  the  name  of  the  governor,  who  wa$ 
appointed,  as  Pliny  informs   us,  to  overlook  the  work, 
wd  probably  the  fame  Gobryas,  who  afterwards  revolted 
from  the  Babylonians  to  Cyrus,  as  will  be  related  in  a  more 
proper  place  ^  which  of  the  above  mentioned  canals  the 
prophet  fpoke  of  under  that  name,  we  will  not  take  upon 
us  to  determine.     At  fome  diftance  to  the  weft  ward  of 
Sipphara  was  another  river,  called  by  Ptolemy  the  Na- 
^rfarcs,  but  by  Ammianus  the  Marfes  or  Marfias.     This 
too  was,  according  to  Ptolemy,  a  branch  of  the  Euphrates, 

«  Prid.  Connec.  book  ii^  part.  i.  p.  i6^.  «  Ifid.  Charac.  ia 
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tunning  weft  of  Babylon,  and  mixing  again  with  it  near 
Voiogeiia.  Bochart  iuppofes  this  river  to  oe  the  Narraga, 
mentioned  by  Pliny,  among  the  ft  reams  that  watered  the 
country  of  Babylon.  At  the  diftaftce  of  eight  hundred 
furlongs  from  Babylpn  to  tb«  fouth  was  another  canal, 
called  by  Arrian  Pallacopas*^,  and  by  AppianPallacotta**,  de- 
rived from  the  branch  of  the  Euphrates  that  paiTed  through 
Babylon,  and  conveyed  to  certain  lakes  or  marflies  in  Chal- 
daea.  On  this  canal,  or  river,  as  Arrian  calls  it,  Alex- 
ander failed  from  the  Euphrates  to  the  above  mentioned 
lakes.  Strabo  defcribes  the  courfe  of  this  canal,  though 
he  does  not  name  it  ^^  a$  will  plainly  appear,  if  we  com- 
pare what  he  writes  of  one  of  thefe  canals,  with  what  we 
read  of  this  in  Appian  and  Arrian.  But  it  would  be  la- 
bour in  vain  to  attempt  the  tracing  out,  even  with  the 
beft  helps,  thefe  and  the  other  numerous  branches  and 
canals,  which  watered  the  ancient  country  of  Babylon. 
Many  of  them  that  have  been  formerly  confiderable,  are 
now  no  more  •,  and  others  have  been  formed  fince,  that 
were  not  in  ancient  days ;  for  a  country  fo  prodigioufly 
watered,  fo  low  in  fituation,  and  fo  fubjeft  to  the  violence  of 
extraordinary  inundations  from  thofe  two  great  rivers 
the  Tigris  and  Euphrates,  and  fo  negle£lcd,  as  it  has  been 
fpr  feveral  ages,  muft  have  often  and  confiderably  changed 
its  face  fince  the  time  of  Ptolemy ;  and  it  is  next  to 
impoflible  to  defcribe  it,  fuch  as  it  was  while  the  feat  of 
empire,  when  the  inhabitants  had  riches  fufficient  to  take 
C^re  of  its  numerous  banks,  and  to  keep  them  in  repair. 

The  Euphrates  fprings  from  the  mountains  of  Arme*  Eupkraiis. 
iwa,  continues  its  courfe  fouthward,  wafhing  the  eaftern 
fkirts  of  Syria,  fouth-eaftward,  dividing  Arabia  from  Me- 
fopotamia,  and  north-eaftward,  feparating  likewife  Chal- 
dsea  and  Babylonia  from  Mefopotamia,  till,  mixing  with 
its  fjellowrtraveller  the  Tigris,  it  falls  at  length  into  the 
Perfian  gulph.  This  great  river  is  flow,  for  the  moft  part, 
in  its  courfe,  and  not  well  adapted  throughout  for  navi- 
gation, fome  parts  of  it  being  fhoal,  and  fome  rocky. 
It  is  not  navigable,  by  the  larg&r  fort  of  barks,  lower  than 
a  place  called  Roufvaine,  but  the  fmaller  craft  may  go 
down  quite  to  Balfora.  Beyond  Roufvaine  there  are  rocks 
which  are  dangerous  for  the  larger  veflels,  but  eafily 
avoided  by  the  fmaller.    Thevenot  is  of  opinion,  that  the 

c  Arrian.  Exped,  Alex.  Hb.  vn.  '  Appian.  Bell.  Civil* 
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Euphrates  might,  with  very  little  trouble,  be  made  navi- 
gable, even  by  great  barks,  quite  to  the  Tigris,  only  by 
clearing  the  channel  of  the  (lones  with  which  it  is  choked 
lip  in  fome  places.  At  Roufvaine,  a  village  at  a  fmall 
diitance  from  the  Euphrates,  the  merchandize  is  put 
afhore,  and  carried  upon  camels  to  Bagdad,  a  day's  jour- 
ney diftant,  where  it  is  embarked  on  the  Tigris,  and  con- 
veyed to  Balfora.  The  Euphrates,  in  fome  places,  di- 
vides itfelf  into  fo  many  broad  branches,  that  the  pilots 
are  at  a  lofs  which  way  to  fteer.  Though  it  is  not  rapid 
in  its  courfe,  its  water  is  fo  foul,  that  there  is  no  drink- 
ing it  till  it  has  fettled  for"  a  time,  or  been  pafied  through 
a  cloth  or  a  ftrainer^ ;  and  then  it  is  lighter,  and  prefer- 
able to  any  other  in  thefe  parts :  whence  the  river  is  known 
to  the  neighbouring  people,  by  a  name  which  fignifies  the 
water  of  defire «.  The  fiih  of  the  Euphrates  are  alfo  re- 
ported to  be  excellent  in  their  kind;  and  particular  notice 
is  taken  of  one  refembling  a  carp,  which  fometimes  weighs 
fevcnteen  or  eighteen  pounds  ^ 

The  ancient  way  of  navigating  this  river,  was  very  An- 
gular and  extraordinary. .  The  veffels  were  round,  with- 
out diflin6^ion  of  head  or  ftern,  and  no  better  than  great 
wicker-bafkets  coated  over  with  hides,  guided  by  two 
oars,  or  paddles.  Thefe  veffels  were  of  different  fixes, 
and  fome  of  them  capable  of  carrying  a  burden  of  palm- 
wine,  or  other  merchandize,  to  the  weight  of  five  thou- 
fand  talents.  When  they  had  thus  fallen  down  the  river 
to  Babylon,  and  unloaded  their  cargo,  they  fold  the  vefiel; 
but'  kept  the  hides,  and,  loading  their  affes  with  them, 
'  returned  home  by  land,  the  rapidity  of  the  ftream  not  al- 
lowing them  to  return  by  water*. 

The  Euphrates  now  difembogues  itfelf  into  the  Tigris, 
below  Bagdad  ;  and  is  called  by  the  Arabs,/Schat^al-Aa- 
rab,  that  is,  the  riv^r  of  the  Arabs.  It  is  highly  probaUe, 
that  the  Euphrates  at  firft  emptied  itfelf  into  the  fea  by  a 
mouth  of  its  own ;  and  that  its  waters  were  afterwards 
conveyed,  by  art,  partly  into  the  Tigris,  and  partly  into 
the  marflies  of  Chaldaea.  Of  this  opinion,  among  the  an- 
cients, was  Pliny,  who  fpeaking  of  the  Euphrates  and  Ti- 
gris, tells  us,  that  the  mouths  of  thefe  two  rivers  were, 
according  to  fome,  twenty-feven,  according  to  others, 
only  feven  miles  diftant  j  that  they  were  both  navigable; 

f  Rauwolf,  part  ii.  chap.   i.  page  ii6.   Thcv.  Voyage  au  Lev. 
part  i,  chap.  9.  p.  40.  8  Thevenot,  ubi  fupra.  *»  Rau- 
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j^t  Aat  the  Orchenlans.  and  other  neigbouring  people » 
had  long  ago  flopped  the  cpurfe  of  the  Euphrates,  to  ^ 
^ater  their  lands ;  fo  .that  it  was  no  longer  conveyed  into 
the  fea  by  a  mouth  of  its  own,  but  by  that  of  the  Pafiti- 
gris^.  But  of  this  river,  before  it  was  branched  out  by 
art  into  the  fevejral  channels  we  have  mentioned,  we  catt 
give  210  tolerable  account,  having  been  left  quite  in  the 
Uark,'as  to  its  primitive  ftate,  by  the  facred  as  well  as 
profane  writers.  The  former  only  tell  us,  that  there 
were  feveral  rivers  at  Babylon  *  5  and  that  one  of  them 
was  called  Chebar,  as  we  havfe  obferved  above  5  an  ac^ 
(Count  of  that  river,  in  the  more  early  times,  being  foreign 
to  their  purpofe*  As  for  the  profane* writers,  fome  of 
thofe  channels  were  mot^  ancient  than  the  moft  early 
among  them,  who  confequently  muft  have  been  no  lefs 
in  the  dark  than  we  are> 

This  country  is  particularly  remarkable  for  having  in- 
clofed,  according  to  the  moft  rational  opinion,  within  its 
limits,  great  part  of  Paradife.-  Here  alfo  was  the  great 
{)lain  of  Shinar,  now  Senjar,  where  the  whole  race  of 
inankind  were  gathered  together  in  one  body  after  the 
jQood,  and  whence  they  difperfed  themfelves  over  the  face 
of  the  earth.  The  ruins  of  Babylon,  and  what  remains 
of  the  tower,  as  fuppofed,  of  Babel,  might  here  claim  a 
place,  had  not  another  more  proper  occurred  in  the  former 
part  of  this  work. 

SECT.      11. 

The  4^tiqmtyy  Government ^  Laws^  Religion^  Cujtotns^ 
Arts^  Learnings  and  Trade  y  of  the  Babylonians. 

"Q  ABEL  is  the  firft  kingdom  we  find  mentioned  in  Scrip-  jfytiquity, 
-^  ture,  and,  in  point  of  antiquity,  was  prior  to  .that  of 
Affur,  though,  according  to  the  common  c^rfe  of  hif*- 
iory,  it  muft  appear  after  it.  Nimrod  was  the  founder  of 
at  >  but,  for  marty  ages,  it  evidently  appears  to  have  re- 
mained a  petty  royalty,  till  the  Aflyrians  paved  the  way 
to  the  empire  it  attained.  Shoi^ld  it  be  allowed,  that^ 
even  under  Nimrod,  it  rofe  to  any  height  of  power,  no- 
thing feems  more  natural  than  to  conclude,  that  it  fud-  ^ 
denly  funk  to  a  level  with  its  neighbours,  and  even 
below  fome  of  them,  and  particularly  the  famous  and  an- 

k  Pliny,  lib.  vi*  cap,  17.  1  Pfalin.  cxxxvH. 
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cicnt  kingdom  of  Elam  or  Perfia  j  for,  fo  early  as  the  days 
of  Abraham,  we  meet  with  a  king  of  Sennaar,  the  ancient 
Babylon^  in  the  army  of  Chedorlaomer,  king  of  Elam  °*,  • 
as  a  vaflal,  feemingly,  and  a  tributary.  The  arguments 
we  have  ufed  to  deftroy  the  boafted  antiquity  of  Aflyria, 
might  be  alleged  here  to  deftroy  that  of  this  empire ;  but, 
not  to  repeat  what  we  have  fo  fully  urged,  and  which  muft 
of  courfe  affc£):  this  empire)  aa  it  confefTedly  rofe  upon 
the  ruins  of  the  former,  we  fliall  only  obfervQ,  that  the 
Scripture  makes  no  mention  of  any  king  of  Babylon  from 
the  king  of  Shinaar  above  mentioned  in  the  army  of  Elam, 
till  the  days  of  Merodach-Baladan,  who  was  contemporary 
with  Hezekiah  "  §  as  alfo  that,  by  the  feveral  hiftories  of 
(he  nations  already  fpoken  of  in  this  work,  it  is  plain, 
that  no  Babylonian  prince  awed  any  of  them,  till  many 
years  after  Merodach-Baladan.  So  that  though  we  confefs 
this  to  have  been  the  moft  ancient  kingdom  of  the  world, 
yet  we  cannot  allow  it  to  have  attained  the  imperial  dig- 
nity till  what  we  may  call  very  lately,  in  comparifoa  of 
what  has  been  vainly  boafted,  and  unwarily  believed. 

The  Babylonians,  oi*  Chaldaeans,  howeveri  laid  claim 
to  a  moft  extravagant   antiquity,    unwilling  to  be  in- 
ferior to  the  Egyptians,  or  any  oth^r  nation.     They  pre* 
tended  to  have  regiftcred  the  tranfaftions  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  years  ®,   according  to  fome,   or  four 
hundred  and  feventy-three  thoufand  years,  according  to 
others  p,  reckoning  down  to  Alexander,  from  the  time 
they  firft  began  to  obferve  the  ftars  \  a  monftrous  fable, 
which  needs  no  refutation. 
^helr  ^0'         The  government  of  this  nation,  if  the  charaQer  which 
virumitti*    generally  prevails  concerning  its  founder  Nimrod  may  be 
relied  on,  was,  in  its  very  infancy,  tyrannical  and  defpo- 
tic ;  but  that  it  continued  fo,  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  ex- 
cept at  the  fame  time  it  be  conceived,   that  its  firft  prince 
was  fucceeded  by  kings  exaftly  of  his  own  charader. 
After  him  k  certainly  was  on  a  level  with  the  petty  king* 
doms  of  tbefe  parts,  till  the  Aflyrians,  in  procefs  of  time, 
laid  the  foundation  whereon  it  afterwards  exalted  itfelf  as 
the  **  queen  of  the  eaft."     And,  as  from  the  former  it 
derived  its  luftre  and  majefty,  nothing  is  more  likely,  or 
indeed  more  certain,  than  that  it  adhered  to  the  pra^ices 
pi  its  founder;    and  the  rather,    as  thofe  Babylonians 
themfelves  were  Aflyrians,  defcended  from  Pul  the  great 
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Afl*ynan|  who  immediately  gave  rife  to  both  the  empires* 
The  government,  therefore,  of  Babylon,  like  that  of  Af- 
fyria,  was  defpotic ;  and  the  fceptre,  it  feems>  hereditary. 
The  whole  centred  iri  the  perfon  of  the  king :  all  decrees 
iflued  from  his  mouth  :  and  how  could  it  be  otherwife, 
when  he  ajS^efted  even  deity,  and  divine  worfhip,  as  the 
cuftom  was  with  thofe  princes  ?     And  here,  by  the  way^ 
it  may  be  obferved,  that  this  political  and  impious  arro« 
gance  was  but  natural  to  men  who  had  nothing  lefs  in 
view  than  to  lord  it  over  the  whole  bulk  of  mankind.    It  q'^g  p^Hgm 
was  one  of  the  moft  efieQual  means  they  could  think  of^  ofdgifyi^g 
to  intimidate  the  nations  who  had  not  yet  owned  their  *^*^'- 
power ;  and  to  reftrain  thofe  who  did,  from  aiTerting  their 
right  to  be  governed  by  their  own  laws*    Without  fome 
fuch  influence  upon  the  fuperftitious  minds  of  men,  it  would 
havd  been  next  to  impoffible  to  maintain  dominion  over 
parts  far  remote  from  the  feat  of  the  imperial  refidence  ; 
and  no  doubt  the  argument  they  ufed,  of  having  prevailed 
againft  all  the  gods  of  the  nations,  and  of  being  mightier 
far  than  they,  carried  a  convidlion  with  it,  which  not  only 
ferved  all  prefent,   but  future  purpofes.     And  hence  it 
muft  have  been,  or  upon  principles  of  the  fame  fort,  that 
the  great  conquerors  of  the  Eaft  have  always  afFeftied  re- 
tirement from  the  immediate  commerce  of  others,  as  be- 
ing too  glorious  to  be  beheld  by  vulgar  eyes  j  a  kind  of 
jirrogance  which  implies  a  fuperiority  not  much  inferior 
to  what  was  claimed  by  thofe  firft  monarchs  of  the  Afly- 
j-ian  race,  as  well  on  the  throne  of  Nineveh,  as  on  that 
pf  Babylon.     Thefe  proud  potentates,  however,  adminif- 
ter^d  their  government  by  a  variety  of  officers  civil  and 
military.     Accordingly  we  find  them  divided  into  three  Hheffuiri, 
claffes,  and  fuppofed  to  be  chofen  from  among  the  graveft  ciyil,  and 
and  moft  noble  perfonages  in  all  the  empire  ^ :  the  firft  ^^^^* 
had  the  charge  of  virgins,  and  their  difpofal  in  marriage, 
^nd  were  to  judge  in  matters  of  adultery,  and  the  like  ; 
the  fecond  took  cognizance  of  thefts  ;  and  the  third  of  all 
other  crimes.     We  find  the  fubordinate  powers  under  this 
mighty  emperor  divided  into  princes,  governors,  captains, 
judges,  treafurers,  and  counfellors ;  fo  that  it  is  plain  no- 
thing was  wanting  to  maintain  peace  and  good  order  in  ^ 
the  empire  j  and  that  the  civil  and  military  oeconomy 
,wa8  under  fevere  regulation  ;  as  for  what  relates  to  reli* 
gion,  and  iuperftitious  matters,  that  will  fall  under  aa*  • 
ptber  head. 

1  Strabo,  lib,  xvit  p.  45^ 
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»j  kmtf'  This  great  king  of  kings  had  an  houihold  eqaal  to  tlni 
k»id*  \  fublio^ity  of  his  ilation ;  the  chief  officers  of  which  (eem 
to  have  been  the  captain  of  his  guards  tl^e  prince  pf  his 
eunuchsj  and  the  prime  minifter,  in  the  Qatpfe  of  th^ 
^rurkiih  vizier,  who  niore  immediately  reprefcntcd  the 
pcrfpn  of  his  great  mafter.  The  firft  of  thefe  had  the 
execution  of  the  .arbitrary  gnd  fanguinary  commands  ^  the 
fecond  had  the  charge  of  the  education  and  fubfiftence  of 
the  youth  of  the  palace  i  and  the  latter  fat  in  the  king's 
gate,  as  it  was  calledi  to  hear  complaints,  and  to  pafs 
judgement.  Befides  thefe,  there  feems  to  have  been  a 
mauer  of  the  magicians  always  at  h^nd,  to  fati^fy  the 
king  upon  any  thing  he  might  want  to  know^  with  regard 
to  futurity  and  prognoftication.  None  was  allowed  the 
lionour  of  ferviiig  in  his  prefence,  that  was  not  remark- 
able for  beauty  of  perfon,  and  excellence  of  parts ;  an4 
his  wives  and  concubines,  which  were  doubtlefs  the  moft 
beautiful  of  their  fex,  feem  to  have  been  in  very  great 
Skuniber  ^ 

But  though  thofe  kings  feem  to  have  claimed  fuch  high 
honour,  to  have  placed  themfelves  at  fuch  a  diflance 
from  the  greateft  even  of  theif  officers  and  fubjeds,  and 
to  h^ve  confidercd  the  whole  world  as  created  for  their 
life  and  fervice  ;  yet  we  underftand,  that  they  fometimes 
^ondefcended  to  banquet  and  revel^  with  their  lords  and 
chief  men  of  their  dominions,  of  whom  we  read  that  a 
thoufand  were  at  one  time  entertained  by  Belfhazzar. 
The  common  flyle  of  accofting  this  mighty  fovereign  was, 
•*  O  king,  live  for  ever  !  '*  and  the  man,  who  was  fo  hap^ 
py  as  in  a  particular  manner  to  gain  his  favour^i  was 
clothed  in  purple  or  fcarlet,  adorned  with  a  chain  of  gold 
about  his  neck,  and  invefted  with  fome  government  *. 

The  laws  of  this  empire,- as  we  have  hinted  above, 
muft  have  been  quite  vague  and  uncertain ;  yet  there  was 
one  which  feems  -  to  bave  been  irrevocably  fixed  i  it  was 
calculated  to  increafe  the  number  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
to  oblige  all,  efpecially  the  poorer  fort  of  people,  to  marry,- 
left  they  fliould  choofe  rather  to  live  (ingle,  than  be  bur- 
dened with  families*  By  this  law  no  man  had  it  in  his 
power  to  beftow  his  own  daughters  in  marriage  ^^  but 
they  were  to  be  difpofed  of  by  the  king  or  his  officers,  in 

the  manner  we  fhall  relate  hereafter. 

< 

'  Dan.  v.  %f  3,  He  feq.       <  Idem  v«  7.        t  Vide  Herodot.  lib* 
i.  cap«  196.  6c  Straboi  lib.  xvi.p.  745. 
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As  the  laws  were  vague  and  ehangeable,  the  punlfh-  P^^'fl* 
ments  feem  alfo  to  have  been  unfixed,  arbitrary,  and  vi-  ^"^"^■'t 
gorous,  in  proportion  to  the  tyrant's  prevailing  paffion  or 
caprice.  Beheading,  cutting  to  pieces,  turning  the  cri-- 
minal's  houfe  into  a  dunghil,  and  burning  in  a  fiery  fur^ 
nace^,  are  punifliments  we  know  to  have  been  executed 
by  the  orders  of  the  kings  of  Babylon. 

The  religion  and  boafted  learning  of  the  Babylonians  Their  rtH* 
are  fo  blended  together,  that  we  hardly  know  how  to  fe-  gion, 
parate  them  into  diftin^  heads ;  for  the  Chaldees,  pro-  ^j^^^^u  . 
perly  fo  called,  were  not  only  their  priefts,  bat  alfo  their  L'^^^^ 
learned  nien ;  whofe  whole  fcience  feems  to  have  been  * 

fubfervient  to  the  purpofes  of  fuperftition.    Thefe  Cfaal^ 
dseans  were,  perhaps,  more  diftinguiihed  from  the  people 
than  the  clergy  are  from  the  laity  with  us ;  and  were  as 
much  revered  in  their  country,  as  the  Egyptian  priefts 
were  in  theirs ;  and  are  faid  to  have  enjoyed  the  fame  pri- 
vileges.    They  were  wholly  devqted  to  the  buflnefs  of 
their  fuperftitious  religion  \  and  pretended  to  prophefy^ 
and  to  the  gift  of  prediftion  by  the  rules  of  augury,  the 
flight  of  birds,  and  the  infpe^ion  of  vidiims ;  they  ex- 
plained dreams,  and  all  the  extraordinary  phaenomena  of 
nature,  as  portending  good  or  evil  to  men  or  nations  \ 
and  were  thought,  by  their  enchantments  and  invocations^ 
to  affeft  mankind  either  with  happinefs  or  mifery.    Hav- 
ing, by  their,  fituation,  been  early  addi£ted  toceleftial  ob- 
fervations,  they,  infliead  of  conceiving  juft  notigns  con- 
cerning the  omnipotence  of  the  Creator  and  Mover  of  the 
Keavenly  bodies,  and  of  being  confirmed  in  a  due  belief 
.  and  practice  of  what  had  been  handed  by  tradition  down 
to  men  by  Noah  and  his  fons;  fell  into  the  impious  error  Arnheau" 
of  efteeming  thofe  bodies  as  gods,  and  the  immediate  go-  *^^^,^ftht 
vernors  of  the  world,  in  fubordination,  however,  to  the  ^gi^  ^* 
Deity,  who  was  invifible,  biit  by  his  works  and  the  effe6ls 
of  his  power '.    They  concluded,  then,  that  God  had 
created  the  ftars,  and  great  luminartes,  to  govern  the 
world ;  that  he  had  accordingly  placed  them  on  high,  and 
fubftituted  them  hisminifters;  that  it  was  but  juft  and 
natural  they  fhould  be  praifed,  honoured,  and  extolled ; 
and  that  it  was  even  the  will  of  God  they  fhould  be  magV 
nified,  feared,  and  worfhipped,  juft  as  a  king  defires  his 
fervants  fhould  be  refpeffced  in  honour  of  himfelf. 

Perfuaded  of  thefe  notions^  they  began  to  build  tern-  FnJIJIagi 
pies,  or  facella,  to  the  ftars ;   to  facrifice  to  them ;  to  •ficUlatfy. 

*  Dan.  L  lo.  11.  5,  iii.  19.  <  Diod*  Sic.  Bibl*  Hift.  lib.  ii. 
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.  praife  tliem^  and  to  bow  down  before  them  ;  that,  through 
their  means,  they  might  obtain  the  favour  and  good-'w^iU 
of  God  ^ ;  fo  that  they  efteemed  them  as  mediators  be- 
tween God  and  them  ;  for,  that  there  was  a  neceffity  for 
a  mediatorial  ofGce  between  God  and  man,  is  obferved  ^  to 
have  been  a  notion  that  generally  obtained  among  man- 
kind from  the  beginning.  Influenced  by  this  dparine, 
they  became  anxious  about  the  mofl  effe£tual  means  of 
making  their  worfliip  acceptable  to  the  feveral  deities ; 
whence  they  firft  began  to  build  temples  or  tabernaclest 
dedicated  to  their  fervice :  but,  as  in  matters  of  this  kind 
there  can  be  no  certain  form,  where  there  is  no  immediate 
revelation,  and  mep,  aftuated  either  by  fear,  or  avarice^ 
or  ambition,  or  aught  elfe,  had  liberty  to  pretend  to  what 
they  knew  nothing  of  \  in  procefs  of  time  impoftors  arofe,' 
and  gave  out,  that  they  had  had  it  enjoined  and  com- 
f^'^fida*  manded  from  God  himfelf,  that  a  particular  ftar,  or 
^frJf  *  all  of  them,  fliould  be  worfhipped,  and  reprefented  un- 
der a  prefcribed  form ;  and  that  none,  of  any  age  or 
degree,    fhould  be    exempt    from   that  adoration  j    and 

'  thefe  fiflions  they  impudently  obtruded  in  a  folemn  man- 
ner for  revelation.  Immediately  they  began  to  fumifli 
l^e  facella,  tabernacles,  or  temples,  with  images  \  and  ta 
cre£i;  idols  under  trees,  and  upon  the  tops  of  hills  or 
mountains;  and  from  henceforward  they  affembled  toge- 
ther to  pay  them  worfhip,  and  begaij  to  hope  for  all  good, 
and  to  dread  all  evil,  as  pi^oceeding  from  t^em,  and  to  ho- 
nour them  with  the  deepeft  reverence :  their  priefts,  fen- 
fible  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  fuch  deluiions, 
began  to  think  of  the  forms  to  be  obferved  by  the  credulous 
and  deluded  multitude^  Other  impoftors  there  werQ,  who 
improved  upon  the  firft,  and  pretended  to  have  been  ho- 
noured with  particular  inftru^ions  from  particular  ftars, 
concerning  the  exaft  mode  (5>f*tbe  worfliip  due  or  peculiar 
to  them,  and  what  ought,  and  what  ought  not,  to  be  done 
to  pleafe  them ;  fo  that,  in  procefs  of  time,  the  name  of 
God  became  obliterated  among  men,  and  th^^oft  ftupi(l 
idolatry  poffelTed  the  place  of  true  religion  •. 

Such  was  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  idolatry,  and  fuch 
were  the  original  Sabian  doftrines;  which,  taking  root 
firft  among  the  Chaldseans,  afterwards  fpread  their  branches 
fo  far  as  to  overihadow,  at  one  time,  all  the  national  of  the 

y  Rab.  Mof,  Maim,  in  more  Ncvoch.  «  Sec  Prideaux,  and 

the  authors  he  cites,  Pococke,  Golius,  Hotting.  Hyde.         a  Ift^n 
Mof*  Maimonid*  ubi  fup*    Vide  Prideaux,  ibid,  p«  ijS* 
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£aft.  For  it  itiuft  be  difficult  to  conceive  how  men  could 
have  been  led  into  fo  grofs  an  abfurdity^,  as  to  worfhip^ 
vrood,  ftone,  or  metal,  formed  and  fafhioned  by  their 
own  hands,  if  it  be  not  at  the  .fame  timt  allowed,  that 
they  imagined  their  images  to  have  been  animated  or  In- 
formed with  a  fupernatural  power,  by  fome  fupernatural 
xneansi 

The  firft  imagc-^w^rfliippers  did  not  pretend  to  pay  adai. 
ration  to  uninformed  wood,  done,  or  metal)  and  the  Sa^ 
bians,  in  their  tranfition  from  planet-worfhip  to  image- 
worfliip,  pretended  to  hav«  infufed  the  virtues  of  the  pla** 
net  into  the  image  by  which  it  was  reprefented.  This 
transfufion  they  thought  to  efFeflby  forms  of  confecration, 
and  by  various  incantations ;  to  draw  down  from  the  ftars 
their  feveral  intelligencies  into  their  refpe£tive  idols :  hence 
arofe  all  the  foolifh  fuperftition  of  telefms,  or  talifmans } 
and  upon  thefe  pretended  principles  of  communicative 
operation  all  the  branches  of  magic  and  forcery  muil  have 
tad  their  foundation. 

That  this  was  the  firft  origin  of  image-worfhip,  is 
evident;  and  that  it  was  derived  from  the  heavenly 
bodies,  the  moft  confpicuous  and  glorious  to  fight,  is 
evident  by  the  primary  gods  of  the  heathens  in  general, 
which  are  Saturn,  Jupiter,  Mars,  Apollo,  Venus,  and 
i)iana ;  by  which  we  can  underftand  no  other  than  the 
fun  and  moon,  and  the  five  greateft  luniinaries  next  to 
them  **. 

This  was  the  religion  of  the  Babylonians,  Aflyrians,  and 
Mefopotamians,  eVen  before  the  days  of  Abraham  ;  nay, 
ill  the  days  of  Enos,  the  fon  of  Seth  %  whofe  defcendants 
are  faid  to  have  been  the  firft  that  cultivated  aftronomy. 
The  Sabians  themfelves  boaft  the  origin  of  their  religion 
from  Seth,  and  pretending  to  have  been  denominated  from 
a  fon  of  his  called  Sabius,  as  alfo  to  have  among  them  a 
book,  which  they  call  the  book  of  Seth  ^. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  old  Babylonian  religion,  till  Thtnijlag0 
thofe  people  came  to  deify  mortal  men,  as  well  as  the  ce-  ^f'^^^^* 
leftial  bodies.    In  this  extravagance  we  are  apt  to  think 
they  were  not  the  firft,  but  thatthe  Syrians,  whofe  empire  . 
was  confeffedly  older  than  either  the  Affyrian  or  Babylonian, 
{hewed  them  the  way,  by  deifying  their  great  kings,  Ben- 
hadad  the  fecond,  and  Hazael.     The  learned  Prideaux  is 
inclined  to  think,  that  the  firft  Sabians,  or  idolaters,  de- 

*  See  Prideaux,  ubi  fup.  *  R^b.  Mof.  Maimoiiid.  ubi 
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fifOtts  to  hare  all  the  mediation  poffible  with  the  fupreme 
God;  and  imagining  that  good  men  had  a  power  with 
him  to  intercede  for  them,  deified  many  of  thofe  they 
thought  to  be  fuch  \  and  that  thus  they  ihcreafed  the  num- 
ber of  their  gods» 
tul  rniiuii       Ninus  is  faid  to  have  been  the  iirft  who  fet  up  imaged 
fyBiks,      to  be  worQiipped,  and  particularly  one  to  his  father  fie- 
lus  •.     Who  this  Ninus  Ihould  have  been  but  Tiglath- 
Pilcfcr,  the  fon  of  Pul,  or  Belus  in  Scripture,  we  kilow 
not :  and  therefore  we  muft  concludci  that  Pul  was  the 
firfi  worfliipped  in  thofe  parts  as  god;  and  that  confe« 
quentlyhci  who  was  the  undoubted  founder  both  of  the 
AfTyrian  and  Babylonian  empires,  and  no  other,  was  the 
boafted  Belus  of  the  later  Babylonians^  PhoenicianSj'^and 
others,  over  whom  the  defcendants  of  his  family  extended 
the  dominion  he  had  founded. 
His  Umfle,       This  Belus  had  a  temple  ere£^ed  to  him  in  the  city  of 
Babylon,  and  was  revered  a&  their  primary  god,  he  being 
the  firft  founder  of  all  the  Affyrian  and  Babylonian  gran^ 
deur,  and  fource  of  all  the  reverence  and  adoration  claim- 
ed by  his  fucceflbrs,  both  at  Babylon  and  Nineveh.     To 
him  they  erefted  the  tower  we  have  formerly  defcribed, 
fo  famous  in  all  ages ;  though  it  fhould  feem,  that  the  ho* 
nour  of  this  tower,  or  temple,  was  meant  to  be  divided 
between  him  and  the  true   God.    This  building,  as  we 
have  obferv^d  before,  confifted  of  eight  towers  raifed  upon 
one  another;    and   in  the  uppermoft  was  a  bed  magni<« 
ficently  fet  forth,    and  a   golden  table  near  it,    but  no 
image ;  nor  was  any  perfon  fufFered  to  be  here  in  the  night 
but  a  particular  woman,   who,  as  the  priefts  gave  out, 
was  in  an  efpecial  manner  preferred  by  the  god  before  all 
others.    In  this  place  they  affirmed  he  ufed  to  come  and 
repofe  himfelf;  fo  that  they  muft  have  confideredhim  as 
Parifye-      the  fupreme  God,  who  either  could  not  be  reprefented,  or 
TiStdio      would  not  bear  the  prefumption  in  them  of  attempting  his 
ila]ht        refemblance.    But  beneath  this  there  was  another  temple, 
thttrui       where  there  was  a  gigantic  image  of  Jupiter  (Belus),  all  of 
C9d.      •     gold,  with  a  table  before  him,  of  the  fame  metal ;    his 
throne  was  gold  alfo,  as  was  all  the  furniture  about  him: 
infomuch  that  the  whole  work  was  valued  at  eight  hun- 
dred talents  of  gold.     This,  it  feems,  was  not  tfte  only 
ftatue  in  this  temple ;  for  we  read  of  anothier,  all  of  folid 
gold,   twelve  cubits  in  height  ^ ;  but,  whether  our   au- 

«  Ambr.  in  Epift*  ad  Komain,  cap.  i*  •       ^  Herodot.  lib,  i.  cap* 
iSoj  s8»,  183% 
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ttoff cally  defigns  todcfcribc  two  diftin£l  idols,  l>7  giving 
the  weight  of  the  one,  and  the  dimenfions  of  the  others 
or  whether  he  gives  the  weight  and  dimenfions  abovej  as 
belonging  to  one  and  the  fame,  is  not  quite  clear. 

Hdwdver,  this  great  Jupiter,  who  we  think  cannot  bd 
mj  other  than  the  great  Pul,  or  Belus,  by  being  thus  plac^ 
cd  in  fubordination  to  the  great  and  fupreme  God,  wa# 
halted  to  the  utmoft  height  to  which  they  could  raife  him ; 
for  this  elevation  mufk  have  implied,  that  Belus,  or  Pul, 
divided  the  empire  of  the  univerfe  with  him,  and  that, 
as  he  wasLotd  above,  the  other  was  lord  below;  that,  as 
the  former  was  the  God  of  heaven,  the  other  was  at  lead 
delegated  god  on  earth,  and  invefted  with  all  power  here^ 
by  the  immediate  appointment  of  the  invifible  Ruter  of  alt 
things.  Thus  much,  we  think,  we  may  infer  from  the 
account  we  have  of  the  temple  of  Babylon  (T)  ^  and  the 
rather,  as  it  is  of  a  piece  with  their  other  fupcrilitionsj 
and  fuits  the  charafter  of  their  firft  warrior  Belus. 

As  there  were  two  gods  in  this  temple  and  tower,  there  The  tw 
belonged  to  it  alfo  , two  altars ;  which  ftood  without,  one  ahars,  amd 
of  gold,  of  a  moderate  iize,  arid  another  much  larger  \  *^^  differ^ 
upon  the  golden  altar  hone  but  fucking  vi£):ims  might  be  ^'/"^alL 
facrificed;    and  on  the  other,   none  that  were  not  full  %iigf^^^ 
grown ;  concerning  which  particulars  we  leave  the  reader 
to  make  his  own  conjectures ;  only  obferving,  that  as  they 
were  evidently  two  diftinfl:  gods,  they  facrificed  to,  the 
golden  altar  feems  to  have  been  devoted  to  the  fupreme 
God,  and  the  other  to  his  fubordinatc,  Jupiter ;  for  by  the 
fucking  viftims  they  feem  to  have  meant,  that,  they  pe- 
culiarly belonged  to  him  as  the  nourifher  of  all  things, 
and  that  the  full  grown  facrliices  being  brought  to  per- 

(T)  It  may  be  dlfputed,  .Babylonians  (hould  ever  pre- 
Wh(ither  or  no  the  Babylonians  tend^  that  the  fun  himfelf  was 
did  notai^ually  mean  the  fun,  wont  to  come  and  repofe  him* 
rather  than  God  himfclf.  We  -felf  upon  the  top  of  this  tower, 
are  told»  they  never  reprcfent-  as  we  have  feen  ;  they  never 
cd  the  fuD,  or,  at  leaft,  that  could  have  perfuaded  the  peo- 
the  Syrians  never  did,  who  de-  pie  to  that  abfurdity  ;  fo  that, 
rived  their  rel'gion  from  thefe  if  they  had  not  an  immediate 
people,  concluding  it'ridlcul-  view  to  the  great  God,  in  thus 
ous  to  reprefent  what  was  fo  leaving  his  temple  free  from 
glorioudy  confpicuous ;  and  we  image.-?,  they  mult  have  de- 
nave  fuppofcd,  that  they  fome-  iigned  it  for  the  intelligence  of 
times  paid  adoration  to  the  fun  the  fun,  and  that  may,  with 
and  moon  immediately;  but  it  them,  have  amounted  xiearly, 
4oes  not  feem  likely,  that  thefe  to  the  fame  thing. 
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ttOAOtiy  he  committed  them  to  the  care  and  govemm€n€ 
of  his  vicegerent  below.  But^  as  here  they  plainly  facri-' 
ficed  to  them  feparately,  they  at  other  times  feem  to  have 
facrificed  to  them  in  common :  for^  the  priefts  reckoned^ 
that  they,  every  year,  upon  the  great  altar^  burnt  an  hun- 
dred thoufand  talents  of  libanotus,  or  precious  incenfe  ^ : 
this  may  feem  to  have  been  intended  for  both ;  but,  that 
it  m&y  as  likely  have  been  intended  as  an  acknowledgment 
from  Belus  to  the  God  above  him,  might  be  conjefbured^ 
were  we  fond  of  fuch  conjectures. 

Such  was  the  god  Belus  among  the  Babylonians^  and 
fuch  his  temple,  and  the  rank  he  held  in  it :  but,  that  he 
was  the  inventor  of  aftrology,  as  fome  writers  pretend, 
muft  not  be  wondered  at,  after  what  has  been  attributed 
to  his  daughter-in-law  Semiramis,  as  we  have  partly  feen 
i^lready,   and  fhall  fee  farther  in  a  more  proper  places 
This  Belus  or  Baal  muft  not  be  confounded  with  the  others 
we  read  of  in  Scripture,  before  the  rife  of  the  Aflyrian 
empire,  as  the  Baal-Peor  of  the  Moabites,  the  Baal,  or 
Moloch,  of  the  Ammonites ;  the  title  fignifies  lord  with 
all  thefe  people,  who  are  thofe  particularly  that  are  faid 
to  **  have  paflbd  their  feed  through  fire,'*    and  meant 
thereby  the  fun,  whofe  heat  being,  as  it  were,  the  life  of 
all  things,  they  accounted  the  heat  of  fire  to  be  facred  ; 
which  muft  have  been  one  of  the  firft  doftrines  of  the 
Sabians  in  Chaldaea  (U),  by  whom,  as  we  have  faid^   this 
error  was  firft  broached,  and  communicated,  by  degrees, 
to  the  nations  round  about^    This  appears  by  what  we 
read  of  Abraham,  who  left  his  country  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Euphrates,  on  account  of  the  idolatries  of  the  land  ; 
and,  to  avoid  them,  came  into  the  land  of  Canaan,  where 
he  found  the  fentiments  and  pra£tices  of  men  more  con- 
formable to  religion,  and  the  duties  we  owe  to  God  :  for 
Melchifedek  was  then  alive  in  Canaan,   and  ftyled  the 
Prieft  of  the  moft  high  God  j  and  the  people  there   were, 
for  the  moft  part,  in  a  ftate'of  purity  in  matters  of  reli- 
gidn,  as  all  the  nations  about  muft  alio  have  been  ;    nay, 
in  thofe  days  we  do  not  find,  that  even  Egypt  was  much, 
if  at  all,  infedled  with  idolatry :  the  charge  of  the  Greeks 
againft  the  Egyptians,  as  the  firft  authors  of  idolatry,  is 
plainly  confuted  by  the  book  of  Genefis,  which  fuificientlj 

t  Herodot.  lib.  i,  cap.  183. 

.  (U)   The  religion  of  the    fire,  was  derived  from  the  Sa» 
Magicians,    who    worfhipped    bians, 

informs 
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fciforms  us,  that,  while  the  country  on  the  other  fide  oF 
the  Euphrates  Was  thoroughly  polluted  with  all  abomina- 
tions, the  countries  on  this  Mt  were,  as  yet,  ftrangers  to 
them.  Nothing  then  is  plainer,  than  that  the  religion  of 
the  Moabites,  Ammonites,  MidianiteS| ,  Edomites,  Ama- 
lekites,  Canaanites,  and  Philiftines,  was  only  the  old  Sa- 
bian  religion  of  the  Chaldees.  • 

But,'  upon  the  building  of  Babylon  by  the  Aflyrians, 
the  old  religion,  it  feems,  fell  into  fome  diiicredit,  and 
efpecially  the  more  inferior  branches  of  it ;  nor  can  it 
well  be  doubted,  but  that,  if  ever  they  had,  before -.the 
days  of  Pul,  deified  any  heroes,  he  muft  have  foared 
above  them  all,  fince  they  were  not,  properly  fpeaking, 
Babylonian  gods,  the  city  of  Babylon  not  being  built  in 
their  time.  For  all  authors  allow  Belus  to  have  been 
the  immediate  founder  of  the  Aflyrian  greatnefs,  and 
therefore  deified :  who  this  Belus  was,  we  may  find  in 
Scripture  ;  and  what  we  find  there  is  confirmed  by  Pto- 
lemy's Canon  ;  and  therefore  we  are  not  to  look  fo  far 
back  as  Nimrod,  or  any  man  elfe  that  lived  a  thoufand 
years  or  more  after  him.  From  what  we  have  faid  it  ap- 
pears, that  by  Bel  or  Baal,  the  Babylonians  underftood 
either  the  fun,  or  their  founder  Pul  j  but,  whether  or  no 
they  transformed  him  into  the  fun,  or  whether  they  kept 
the  worfhip  of  their  planet,  and  their  hero,  fo  diftinft  as 
never  to  confound  them  with  each  other,  is  a  queftion 
which  we  will  not  take  upon  us  to  decide. 

The  deity,  next  in  order  to  this,  feems  to  have  been  the  Sueeofh^ 
fame  with  the  Venus  of  later  days  in  the  Weft  ;  and  that  BfHoih,  tht 
fhe  was  no  other  than  the  goddefs  Aftarte,  of  the  Phoe-  Myrian 
nicians,  may  be  gathered  from  what  follows.     Succoth-  '^^^.^^* 
Benoth  is  mentioned  as  an  idol  of  the  Babylonians^,  though 
it  was  rather  the  fhrine  of  an  idol  belonging  to  fome  deity, 
which  deity  we  have  fince  tranflated  into  Venus ;  for  the    . 
import  of  the  word  is,  the  Tabernacle  of  Benoth^  or,  the  Ta* 
bernacles  of  the  Daughters  ^ :  though  there  are  thofe  who  ren- 
der.it,  a  Tabernacle  ofTVings^^  fuppofing  the  idol  itfelf  to 
have  been  reprefented  as  a  hen  brooding  over  her  chickens, 
and  that  fhe  was  defigned  in  honour  of  the  conftellation 
called  vulgarly  the  Hen  and  Chickens,  but  more  learnedly, 
the  Pleiades ;  but  this  feems  an  idle  and  groundlefs  notion. 
It  is  more  likely,  that  thofe  Tabernacles  of  the  Daughters 
belonged  to  Venus,  whom  the  Babylonians  ftyled  Mylitta  % 

^  Vide  2  Kings  xvJi.  30.         c  Selden  de  Diis  Syr.  Syntagm.  ii. 
cap.  7.         4  KtiQchi  &  Jarch],  apud  eund.  ibid,  <^  Herodot; 

)ib.  1.  cap.  131. 
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fignifyitig  mother^  and  the  Greeks,  Urania;  for  it  was-tc^ 
her  tnat  the  daughters  or  women  of  the  country  were^ 
once  in  their  lives,  bound  to  make  a  facrifice  of  their  mo-» 
defty  and  virtue  ;  a  pra£lice  which  we  fhall  find  among 
the  cuftoms  of  this. people*  From  this  practice  Sclden 
thinks  he  may  well  conclude  the  Aflyrian  Benoth  to  have 
9he  dert"  ^^^  "^  Other  than  Venus ;  nay,  he  derives  the  latter 
nfations  of  name  from  the  former,  by  changing  the  B  into  f^,  and  / 
the  namt  into  i,  and  thereby  forming  Venos  (B)»  This  opinion  is, 
^Vtntts.  ju  fome  degree,  countenanced  by  Suidas,  who  fcems  to 
calU  the  Aflyrian  goddefiS  Binos  ^  We  may  add,  that  in 
Africa  was  a  town  called  Sicca  Venerea,  with  a  temple^ 
in  which  women  were  obliged  to  purchafe  their  mar- 
riage-money by  the  proftitution  of  their  bodies'*.  This 
practice  oblerVed  here  in  honour  of  Venus^  and  fo  neac 
a-kin  to  that  which  obtained  among  the  Babylonians  in 
honour  of  their  Succoth  Benoth,  are  a  ftrpng  proof,  that 
they  were  one  and  the  fame  goddefs  \  nay,  and  that  the 
name  of  Sicca  Venerea  was  formed  from  that  of  Succoth 
Benoth.  This  goddefs  had  a  temple  at  Aphac,  at  Baby* 
Ion,  and  probably  in  other  places ;  but,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  thofe  who  had  no  fuch  temples  among  them, 
the  priefts,  it  feems,  carried  about  fmall  tabernacles,  or 
models  of  difierent  temples,  confulting,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  devotion  of  the  people»  and  their  own  intereft. 
M  th  t  '^^^  %^^  ^^  goddefs,  for  flie  is  uaderftood  to  have 
iuitmand  ^^^  ^^"^  Mars  and  Venus,  though  here  placed  fecond  to 
ftmimne.  Belus,  is  generally  underftood  to  have  been  of  much 
greater  antiquity  than  he  ;  but  this  opinion  is  grounded 
upon  a  fuppofition,  that  the  profane  hiftorians,  poets,  and 
mythologifts,  are  not  out  in  their  computations*  If  that 
fuppo&tion  be  allowed,  the  authority  of  ^fchylus  is  al- 
leged to  prove  her  antiquity  ;  for  that  poet  calls  Phoenice 
the  land  of  Aphrodite  or  Venus  :  and  his  fcholiafl  adds, 
that  it  was  called  facred  to  her  on  account  of  her  temple 
at  Aphac.  But  this  argument  carries  no  great  ftrength 
with  it ;  for  the  AfTyrians,  of  whom  the  Phcenicians  had 
this  Venus,  are  not,  and  confequently  neither  is  their 
goddefs,  near  fo  ancient  as  is  pretended. 
'  We  have  feen,  by  fome  parallel  clrcumflances,  that  flic 
was,  to  all  appearance,  the  fame  with  the  Phoenician  AP- 

.  » 

•  Suidas,  ad  vocem.  ^  Valer.  Maxim,  lib.  ii.  cap.  6. 

(B)    Voffius   fubfcribes*  to    putes  it,  though  with  no  great 
this  etymology.    Beyer,  in  his    ftrength  of  argument. 
Additamenta  to  Selden,    dif- 

taxtci 
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ftirte ;   and  wc  (hall  produce  feveral  others,  to  confirm 

•  this  conjetSlure.  In  the  mean  time,  to  begin  with  this 
Benoth,  from  whom  the  whole  tribe  of  great  goddefles 
feem  to  be  derived  ;  flie  is  called  the  celeftial  Venus,  apd 
faid  to  have  been  firft  worfhipped  by  the  Aflyrians**; 
whereby  though  our  author  probably  means  the  Syrians^ 
properly  fo  called,  we  fhall  plainly  difcover,  that  the  for- 
mer were  the  firft  authors  of  this  worfhip,  and  tranfmitted 

it  to  the  latter.     This  goddefs  was  of  both  fexes*;  and  ac-  Aritelnthi 
cordingly  fhe  was  worfliipped  by  her  votaries  fometimes  in  '"^^'^1^  ^f 
the  attire  of  men,  and  fometimes  in  that  of  women,  the  ^^^^bv^ 
men  and  women  mutually  changing  dreflTes  with  each  m-^n^^^^i,^. 
other  * ;  whence  it  is  fuppofed,  that  Mofes  "  forbids  the  wo- 
man to  w'ear  what  peftaineth  to  man  ;  or  a  man  to  put  on    , 

.  a  woman's  garment  V*  From  this  prohibition,  it  appears 
that  the  worfhip  of  this  planet,  or;  idol,  muft  have  been 
of  very  ancient  date  ;  and  that  the  words  of  the  text  be- 
fore us,  are  meant  of  this  mode  of  worfhipping,  is  under* 
ftood  by  Maimonides,  who  obferves,  that  in  the  book  of 
magic,  compofed  bygone  Centir,  it  is  written,  that  a  man 
fliould  put  on  the  flpwered  garments  of  a  woman,  when 
he  ftood  before  the  ftar  of  Venus,  and  a  woman  ufe  the 
arm^  and  armour  of  a  man,  when  fhe  ftood  before  the 
ftar  called  Mars  ^  ;  and  hence  the  Afiyrian  priefts  are  faid 
to  have  been  unfit  to  wait  on  the  goddefs  Venus,  except 

!  they  effeminated  their  countenance,  and  aflumed  all  the  . 
foftnefs  and  drefs  of  a  woman  ^  A  Greek  author^,  who 
calls  her  the  moon,  fays,  that  men  facrificed  to  her  in  the 
habit  of  women,  and  women  in  the  habit  of  men  ;  becaufe 
ihe  was  both  mafculine  and  feminine,  whereby  it  is  plain, 
that  he  fpeaks  of  thd  Aflyrian  Venus.  That  this  Urania, 
or  celeftial  Venus,  of  the  Aflyrians  was  the  moon,  cannot 
be  doubted,  by  the  rank  fhe  holds  next  to  Bel,  or  the 
fun ;  that  fhe  was  likewife  the  Syrian  goddefs,  is  no  lefs 
plain  from  the  defcription  we  have  of  the  latter,  and  alfo 
from  her  rites. 

She  was  called  Juno,  and  her  ftatue  was  contrived  fo  as  She  U  tfu 
to  partake  of  the  attributes  of  Minerva,  Venus,  Luna,  Rhea,  f^^^  '^'^^ 
Diana,  Ncmcfis,  and  the  Deftinies,   as  if  fhe  included  *^^^^^ ^ 
them  all :  and  that  fhe  did,  has  been  fufficiently  proved*.  £rl^^^ 
She  was  drawn  or  fupported  by  lions j  had  rays  on  her 

<»  Paufan.  in  Attic.  «  Vide  Selden  de  Diis  Syr.  Syntagm. 

ii.  cap.  4.  f  Deut  xxii.  5.  z  Maim,  in  more  Nevoch. 

par.  iii.  cap.  38.  *  Jul.  Firmfic.  cap.  4.  k  Philochr.^ 

apud  Macrob.  Saturnal.  iii.  cap«  Y.  ^  Vide  Lil.  Gyrald.  de 

Diis  Gent.    Selden,  de  Diis  Syr.    Vof.  de  Idololatr. 

*  •  C  c  a  ,    bcad> 
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head)  and  a  tower,  and  was  girt  with  the  ceftus  or  gir-^ 
die  of  the  celeftial  Venus.     As  (he  was  defigned  for  the 
fource  of  all  idolatry,  with  refpeft  to  the  female  fex,   we 
find  her  equally  honoured  by  Egyptians,  Indians,  Ethio- 
pians,   Medes,    Armenians,    and  Babylonians,    who   all 
came  in  pilgrimage  to  this  mighty  goddefs  of  Hierapolis^ 
or  the  Holy  City i  which,  in  this  refpeft,  feems  to  have 
fucceeded  the  city  of  Babylon,  whence  (he  had  been  ba- 
niihed  by  the  Perfians.     Her  eunuch-priefts,  by  taking  on 
them  the  offices  and  habit  of  women,  declare  her  to  have 
.    been   the  fame  with  the  Aflyrian  Mylitta ;   and  the  Ba- 
t)yloniahs,  by  paying  liberal  contributions  to  her,  abun« 
dantly  confirm  this  opinion. 
She  is  the        '^^^  ^^  plain  on  one  fide,  that  thiff  great  Syrian  goddefs 
fame  tuith   was  no  Other  than  the  celeftial  Venus  of  the  Aflyrians ;  it 
the  Aftarte    is  no  lefs  manifeft  on  the  other,  that  flie  miift  have  been 
ofthefhce-  the  Phoenician  Aftarte.     We  have  fcen  her  the  Queen  bf 
nutans.       Heaven,    the   Moon^,    Lucifer,  Juno,   Venus,    Minerva, 
and  lo,  and  married  to  an  Aflyrian.     We  have  feen  her 
the  goddefs  of  pleafure,  and  the  gdd  of  war,  and  accord- 
ingly addrefTcd  to  under  both  fexes.     It  would  therefore 
be  needlefs  to  allege  the  monftrous  effeminacies  of  the 
men  at  Aphac,  or  the  mercenary  proftitution  of  the  wo- 
men atByblusj  to  prove  that  the  one  of  thefe  goddefies  is  2: 
faithful  copy  of  the  other. 
She  is  the         Nor  fliall  we  find,,  that  the  Atargatis,  or  Derceto,  of  the 
fame  with    propei^Paleftine  in  general,  or  of  Afcalofi  in  particular^ 
Derceto of    was  any  other  than  the  Babyloniarir  ©r  AflTyrran  Venus.    For 
4icaiM.       although  fhe  is  fuppofed  diftinft  from  the  great  Venus> 
and  is  faid  to  have  incurred  her  difpleafure,  and  in  confe- 
quence  to  have  been  transformed  into  a  fifli ;    the  wor- 
fliip  that  was  paid  to  fifties,  under  the  eye  oJF  the   great 
goddefs  at  Hierapolis,  declares  Derceto  and  the  Babylo- 
nian Venus  to  have  been  one  and  the  fame  deity ;  and  this 
is  not  conjefturie  only,  for  a  very  judicious  author  affurcs 
tts,.  that  Atargatis  was  worfliipped  at  Hierapolis  ;  and 
thereby  makes  her  the  fame   with  the  iSyrian  goddefs "» 
Others  are  of  the  fame  opinion  ",  arid  among  them  Macro- 
biusS  whoftylesher  the  mother  of  the  gods,  Aftarte,  and 
the   Hierapolitan  or  Aflyrian  goddefs.     In  fliort,    Atar- 
gatis  was  Venus,    Juno,    Minerva,    Aftarte  the  Syriaa 
.  goddefs  P,  and  confequeptly  the  celeftial  Venus  of  the  AC- 
fyrians.    So  that  we  fee  her  the  fame  goddefs  traniported 

to  Vide  Strabo,  lib.  xvi.  p.  74«.  »  Plin.  Hiit.  Nat.   lib.  ▼. 

cap»  23.       f  Macrob.  ia  Saturn,  i,  cap.  zi*     f  Sclden^  ubi  Aiprau 

from 
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from  libe  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  into  which  {he  is  faid 
firft  to  have  plunged  herfelf,  to  efcape  the  fury  of  the  in- 
exorable Typhon*!  (C);  and  but  juft  varied  fo  far  as  to  leave 
room  for  each' particular  country  to  claim  her  origin.  So 
the  Syrians,  who  feem  to  have  received  her  firft,  and 
were  neareft  to  the  place  of  her  native  abode,  preserved 
her,  it  is  likely,  in  the  moft  genuine  form  ;  the  Phoeni- 
cians, who  were  next,  altered  her  no  farther  than  to  make 
lier  a  Phoenician  ;  and  the  Philiftines,  or  Afcalonites,  who 
were  a.  little  farther  ofF,  that  they  too  might  make  her 
their  own,  turned  her  into  a  monfter,  woman  upwards 
and  fifh  downwards ;  rather  than  not  have  her,  they  were 
willing  to  allow  her  to  have  been  in  fubordination  to  Ibme 
other  goddefs,  who  had  fuch  a  power  over  her  as  to  eh#f* 
tife  her  by  a  mctamorphofis  from  her  firft  Ihape. 

^It  appears,  then,  that  the  woifhip  paid  to  this  goddefs 
came  originally  from  AfTyria  and  Babylonia ;  and  was  efta- 
bliihed  in  the  countries  we  have  mentioned,  by  the  pre- 
vailing power  of  thofe  two  empires ;  but  they  being  over- 
turned by  the  Perfians,  who  had  an  averCon  to  Sabianifm, 
each  of  them^  forgetting  the  fource  whence  they  derived 
tbeir  fuperftitions,  claimed  them  as  peculiar  to  themfelves, 
and  new-modelled  them  accordingly. 

And  now  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  enquire,  how.  far  the  //  mterfkif- 
tradition  concerning  Semiramis  agrees  with  what  we  are  p^^  ^^  ^^' 
told  of  this  goddefs-  In  this  inquiry  we  fhall  find  feveral  ^^^^"^^^ 
circumftances  concurring  to  induce  us  to  believe  ftie  was 
worihippedas  thefupreme  goddefs  of  the  Babylonians.  We 
have  feen  her  born  of  a  goddefs  at  Afcalon,  who,  for  fliame 
of  conceiving  hex,  plunged  herfelf  into  a  lake,  and  be- 
came a  fifh ;  and  hence  fifh  are  faid  to  have  been  wor- 
ihipped.  We  have  feen  her  miraculoufly  fed  by  doves  or 
pigeons  in  a  defert^  and  hence  that  bird  became  facred. 
We  have  feen  it  foretold,  that  fhe  fhould  not  die,  but  va- 
niih  from  the  fight  of  men,  and  obtain  divine  honours 
from  the  Afiatic  nations.  We  have  feen  it  was  pretende4 
flie  difappeared  in  the  form  of  a  dove,  and  went  off  at- 
tended by  a  flight  of  them  ;  and  hence  another  reafon  is 
givea  why  the  dove  became  facred.    Wc  have  feea  her 

\  Manil.  Aftronom.  iv.  . 

(C)   Wc  fee  here  Typhon  ceive,   by  fomc   parallel  cir- 

antroduced  into  the  Bahy Ionian  cumftances,  that  tfiere  was  no 

mythology,  though  he  was  an  very  wide  difference  between 

J^gyptiaoi    but  we  may  per*  the  religions  of  the  two  natiotis* 

C  c  3  the 
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the  abandoned  proftitute,  and  the  martial  heroine ;  and 
hence  fhe  may  have  been  the  celeftial  Venus  adored  under 
both  fexes,  and  the  Phoenician  Aftarte,  now  painted  in 
armour,  and  now  reprefented  as  the  patronefs  of  lewd- 
nefs  and  effeminacy.  In  fliort,  we  have  feen  her  the  firft 
that  made  eunuchs  5  and  hence  we  may  have  the  origin  of 
the  eunuch-priefts,  or  Galli,  who  attended  upon  the  Syr 
Fian  goddefs ;  an  origin  certainly  more  probable  than  what 
i$  pretended  in  the  idle  ftory  of  Combabus  and  Stratonice, 
who  lived  fome  hundred  years  after  Semiramis. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  may  well  conclude,  that  the  celef- 
tial Venus  of  the  Affyrians,  the  Aftarte  of  the  Phoenicians, 
and  the  Derceto  or  Atargatis  of  the  later  Philiftines,  were 
all  derived  from  Semiramis,  or  whatever  elfe  her  true  name 
was,  the  firft  foundrefs  of  Babylon ;  who  feems  to  have 
been  tranflated  into  the  Queen  of  Heaven, .  the  moon,  as 
Belus  or  Pul,  the  firft  Aflyrian  monarch,  was  chaiiged 
into  the  fun  j  that  all  the  Jupiters  andjunos,  and  the  reft 
who  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  once  mortal,  or  converfant 
bere  on  earth,  are  derived  froni  this  fource ;  and  that,  on 
this  Affyrian  01  Babylonian  foundation,  the  whole  fuper- 
ftrufture  of  the  Greek  polytheifm  and  idolatry  was  raifed. 
For  the  Greeks  had  their  religion  from  the  Phoenicians 
partly,  and  partly  from  the  Egyptians,  who  derived  theirs 
originally  from  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates  and  Tigris,  as 
maybe  gathered  from  the  religious  ftate  of  the  countries 
on  either  fide  of  the  Euphrates  in  the  days  of  Abraham,  as 
we  have  hinted  before.  The  Egyptians  feem  in  time,  in- 
deed, to  have  erefted  ^  fyftem  of  their  own,  though  not  very 
widely  different  from  the  Babylonian,  as  will  plainly  appear 
if  we  compare  them  together.  The  Phoenicians,  who  had 
equally  communication  with  the  two  nations,  feem  to 
have  mixed  both  fyftem s  ;  in  fhort,  Aftarte,  who  was  thcj 
celed^ial  Venus  of  the  Babylonians,  was  alfo  the  Egyptian 
goddefs  Ifis,  there  being  fcarce  any  difference  between! 
thefe  two  great  and  ancient  nations,  in  the  majn  points 
of  religion,  or  with  refpeft  to  their  chief  and  favourite 
gods^  except  in  the  names  they  have  conferred  on  them, 
in  order  to  appropriate  theni  to  themfclves.  Nothing 
appears  in  hiftory  more  plain,  than  a  perfeft  uniformity 
in  the  fundamentals  of  religion  among  the  nations  on  botl^ 
fides  the  Euphrates.  If,  therefore,  we  fix  the  place 
whence  they  werp  branched,  we  have,  at  the  fame  timci 
a  clue  at  hand  to  guide  us  through  the  immenfe  labyrinth 
of  heathenifm  and  idolatry ;  but,  fpr  want  of  a  due^tten- 
^ion  to  the  natural  grQgtfefs  of  idolatry,  our  mythologifts 
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liavc  rambled  back  tp  Noah,  to  Niirirod,  and  all  the  poftf 
diluvian  patriarchs,  to  difcover  in  them  what  is  defigned 
for  men  who  lived  many  ag?s  ;aftcr.  Thus  they  have 
moft  ftrangely  perplexed  this  part  of  learning,  but  too  in- 
tricate in  itfelf  \  and  cad  an  impenetrable  mill  on  this  part 
of  hiftory,  which  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  fabulous, 
if  we  make  a  few  exceptions,  till  about  the  rife  of  the 
Babylonian  empire,  in  the  reign  of  Jofiah  king  of  Judah ; 
for  not  only  the  art  or  method  of  writing  a  regular  hiftory 
was  not  difcovered,  or  at  Icaft  praftifed,  till  the  days  of 
Herodotus,  who  lived  about  the  middle  of  the  Ferfisin 
empire  ;*  but  the  gods  of  all  thefe  nations  being  fuppofed 
to  have  been  once  mere  men,  the  priefts  and  others  had 
no  other  way  to  recommend  them  to  the  veneration  of  the 
people,  butoy  making  them  ancient  and  fabulous^  and  by 
tJiefe  means  removing  them  as  far  as  poffible  from  the  then 
race  of  mankind.     If  we  had  no  other   inftance  of  this 

eradice  than  Sanchoniatho's  Phceniciaji  hiftory,  it  would 
e  abundantly  fufficient  to  juftify  us  in  what  we  fay  ;  and, 
if  we  had  90  other  example  of  this  affe£^ation  than  tjiat  of 
the  Syrians  in  the  diys  of  Jofephus,  boafting  of  the  anti- 
quity of  their  great  god  Adad,  who  reignad  about  nine 
hundred  years  before  Chrift,  it  mi^t  be  deemed  enough 
Ibrourpurpofe:  and  here  we  cannot  but  note  a  common 
inaccuracy  even  in  the  moft  learned,'  who,  inattentive  to 
the  hiftory  of  the  ancient  empire  of  Syria,  fuppofe  this 
Adad  to  have  been  an  Aflyrian  or  Babylonian  deity  '  ;  for  ju^j^^^f 
no  other  reafon  but   becaufe  he  is,  by  profane  authors,  properly  p 
ealled  an  AflTyrian,  forgetting  that  the  name  of  Aftyria  ex-   Bafyiokiam 
tended  itfelf  all  over  Syria,  and  the  adjacent  parts.     He  ^''(X* 
was  then,  to  all  appearance,    no   Babylonian  deity,  but 
0ne  who  had  been  deified  by  the  ancient  Syrians,  and 
perhaps  revived  again  after  the  deftrudiion  of  the  Babylor 
nian  empire,  whofe  new  gods  muft  have  brought  him  into 
difcredit,  not  only  as  having   proved  too  weak  for  the 
gods  of  the  Affyrians  and  Babylonians,  but  alfo  as  being  a 
ftranger  tp  the  people  tranfplanted  into  thofe  parts,  in  the 
room  q{  thp  fifft  inhabitants,  by  the  fucceflbrs  of  Pul. 
Adad,  thus  degraded,  and  afterwards  reinftated,  was  alfo  the 
fun,  a$   well  as   Bel  or  Baal,  Ofiris,  and  others.    This 
ijiflertation  is  what  we  have  thought  nec^ftary  to  premjfe 
to  what  we  (ball  hereafter  fay  of  the  Greek  mythology. 
To  return  to  ourcelcftial  Venus,  Qr  Syrian  god4ef§,  or 
Aftarte,  or  Derceto,  or  Semiramis,  we    .find  that  fi(he9^. 

II  Ul,  Gynad.Hift,  Dcox.  Selden,  de  Diit  Syr,  VoiT.  de  Idololat^ 
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F/Jbts  and  and  doves  were  peculiarly  facred  to  her.  Whence  thiT 
</<?a'^iWffr-£uper(lition  took  birth,  we  have  partly  feen  in  the  meta- 
fi'PP^^9  morphofis  of  Derceto,  and  the  birth,  education,  and  ape-, 
theofis  of  Semiramis.  We  have  likewife  feen,  that  both 
at  Afcalon  and  Hierapolis  they  were  equally  revered  ;  fo 
that  they  may  well  defervc  to  be  confidercd  as  deities  with 
this  people.  As  for  fifhes  in  particular,  they  are  faid  to 
have  been  revered  by  the  Syrians,  or  rather  the  x\flyrians, 
not  only  on  account  of  the.  metamorphofis  above  men- 
tioned %  but  alfo  becaufe  they  were  faid  to  have  faved  one 
Derce  (Derceto),  a  daughter  of  Venus,  who  happened 
to  fall  into  th^s  fea,  or  becaufe  flie  took  refuge  among  the 
fifli,  when  (he  fled  from  Typhon ' :  for  it  is  faid,  that 
Venus  and  Cupid  being  furpifed  by  that  giant  on  the  banks 
of  the  Euphrates,  they  plunged  into  that  river,  and  tranC* 
formed  themfelves  into  fifhes  ^ :  in  fliort,  VeAus  and  Cupid 
^re  faid  to  have  been  tranflated  into  the  zodiacal  fign, 
called  Pifces  ° :  fuch  were  the  reafons  given  why  they  not 
only  abftained  from  fifh,  but  even  wbrihipped  them.  As 
for  doves,  they  feem  to  have  been  worfhipped  only  as 
fymbols  of  the  voluptuous  charafter  of  their  goddefs  (U). 

Salambo,  as  fhe  is  called,  was  alfo  a  goddefs,  of  the 
Aflyrians  or  Babylonians ;  and  is  plainly  Aftarte,  or  fome 
other  goddefs  whom  we  have  fhewn  to  have  been  the 
fame  with  her ;  but  we  particularly  mention  Aftarte,  bcr 
caufe  this  Salambo,  or  Slamba^,  is  faid  to  have  been  ^ 
goddefs,  who  was  eternally  roaming  up  and  down,  and 
mourning  her  loft  Adonis  \  -^^ 

Shach,  Saca,  or  Shefhach,  is  another  god  or  goddefs  of 
the  Babylonians,  as  ufually  reckoned  J^,  and  fuppofedto  have 
been  the  earth,  the  fame  the  Romans  afterwards  worfhipped 
tinder  the  name  of  Tellus  and  Ops  *  ;  and,  if  fo,  fhe  was 
partly  the  fame  with  Mylitta,  or  the  Syrian  goddefs,  whom 
^e  have  already  feen  undef  the  title  of  Rhea,  and  the 
inother  of  the  gods,  in  whom  all  thefe  titles  and  irnaginary 

r  Theoji.  apud  Gyrald.Hift.  Pcor.  Syntagm.  i.  p.  85.  »  Manil. 
wbi  fupra.  t  Diogenet.  apud  Hygin.  in  Aftronom.  »  VoflT. 

de  Idololat.  lib.  ii.  p.  254.  ^  Hefych.  apud  Selden  ^^ilios  £ty- 

inol,  Magn.  ad  vocem.  '      y  Vide  VolT.  Seldcn  ,&c..        *  Willet 
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(U)  This  goddefs  is  faid  to 
|iave  been  produced  from  a 
yafl  egg,  which,  being  rolled 
put  of  the  water  by  the  fifh 
pf  the  Euphrates,  was  hatched 
by  a  dove.  This  muft .  have 
Ij^fntheprimigcnial  egg  men- 


tioned by  Helladius ;  and,  ac- 
cording to  this  fuppofition,  our 
great  goddefs  mufl  have  been 
the  fabulous  Oannes,  concern- 
ing which  we  have  nothing  to 
repeatt 
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deities  are.faid  plainly  to  have  centred.  Some,  however^ 
have  doubted,  whether  flie  was  not  more  properly  a  Per- 
'  Can  than  a  Babylonian  goddefs.  But  the  prophet  leaves 
no  room  for  fuch  a  doubt,  calling  Babylon  the  Land  of 
Shefhach  %  before  the  Perfians  arofe  to  any  height  of 
power ;  and  at  a  time  when  Babylon  was  above 'receiving 
any  thing  of  this  nature  from  them.  In  commemoratioa 
of  this  goddefs,  the  Babylonians  ufed  to  celebrate  a  feftival 
for  feveral  days  together,  which  we  fhall  take  notice  of 
among  the  cuftoms  of  this  people*,  and  which  confeffedly 
gave  birth  to  the  Saturnaliia  at  Rome. 

Nebo,  Of  Nabo,  was  alfo  an  Aflyrian  or  Babylonian  deity  j  Ngho» 
iand  partly  of  his  name  are  compounded  "the  names  of 
feveral  of  the  Aflyrian  and  Babylonian  kings :  he,  there- 
fore, may  be  concluded  to  have  once  been  in  high  account 
^ith  them,  and  bids  fair  to  have  been  one  of  their  moft 
ancient  gods.  He  is  thought  to  have  been  the  Chemofh, 
or  the  Baal-Peor  of  the  Moabites.  By  the  prophet  Ifaiah 
he  is  joined  with'  Bel,  that  is,  according  to  us,  the  deified 
Pul,  who  may,  by  the  vicijQltude  of  things,  have  taken 
place  of  him.  Some,  from  thofe  two  deities  beii!g  joined 
together,  conclude  Nebo  to  have  been  the  moon,  fince  Bel, 
was  undoubtedly  the  fun^.  This  Nebo  feems  to  have  been 
famous  as  an  oracle,  his  name  being  interpreted  as  fignify- 
ing  prophecy  or  divination  ^ -^  but  this  notion,  and  what- 
.ever  elfe  may  be  advanced  concerned  him,  is  too  obfcure 
for  us  to  difcufs  :  all  we  know  for  certain  is,  that  he  was 
one  of  the  gods  of  Babylon. 

However,  if  it  be  true  that  he  was  the  fame  with  Che-  Saraatta* 
mofli,  or  Baal-Peor,  or  Phegor ;  and  if  what  is  faid  of  the  ^^*'* 
obfcene  rites  of  this  god  be  juft,  we  may,  with  fome  pro- 
bability aflert,  that  the  famous,  or,  according  to  the  com- 
mon notion,  the  infamous,  Sardanapalus  took  the  place 
pf  this  (hamelefs  idol,  in  the  latter  days  of  the  Aflyrian 
family ;  and  that,  to  all  appearance,  the  Babylonians  con- 
verted him  into  this  god,  when  they'deflroyed  the  city 
of  Ninevph,  and  the  Aflyrian  empire  ;  for  that  he  was  a 
god  of  theirs  is  evident  enough,  by  the  place  they  give 
him  in  the  fame  temple  with  the  Babylonian  Venus  at 
Hierapolis,  the  Holy  City.  We  find  him  there  in  a  par- 
ticular habit  and  attidude  ;  and,  as  all  the  kings  of  AfTyrla 
were  deified,  he  niight  have  been  honoured  as  the  god  of 
pleafure  and  debauchery.  This  feems  to  be  intimated  by 
i:he  commpi>  way  of  fpelling  his  name  in  ancient  manu- 

f  Jer.  li.  -^i^       }  yide  YgflT.  de  Idololaf •       ?  Hicronym.  in  IfaL 
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fcripts,  with  a  double  L  %  and  feemingly  with  ^n  allufioti 
to  rhallusy  or  Fallus  :  hence  Cicero  thought  his  name  no 
lefs  odious  than  his  chara£ler  ^;  and  the  priapus  which 
ftood  near  him,  in  the  temple  at  Hierapolis>  may  have 
been  intended  as  a  fyn^bol  of  his  chara£ter. 

Other  gods  the  Babylonians  and  AfTyrians  had,  as 
Rach  %  who  is  generally  thought  to  have  been  intended 
for  the  fun,,  and  therefore  may  be  ranked  with  the  great 
Pul,  or  Belus. 

Nego  ^  and  Nergal  were  alfo  gods  of  this  people,  if 
they  were  not  one  and  the  fame ;  but,  as  they  are  gene- 
fally  agreed  to  have  been  worOiipped  as  fire,  we  forbear 
fartner  mention  of  them,  till  we  come  to  the  religion  of 
the  Magians. 
ilifodach.  Merodach  alfo  was  a  god  at  Babylon  \  but,  concerning 
him  we  are  quite  in  the  dark. 

In  a  word,  we  may  call  in  the  gods  of  the  feveral  na- 
tions, whofe  hiilories  we  have  already  given,  to  complete 
the  lift  of  the  Babylonian  idols ;  for  they  are  confeiledly 
fprung  from  the  city  of  Babylon;  and  hence  it  is,  that 
Maimonides,  in  fpeaking  of  the  death  of  Thammuz,  who 
died  a  martyr  to  die  Sabian  religion,  relates,  that  all  the 
idols  of  the  world  flew  to  the  great  temple  of  the  Sun,  z% 
Babylon,  and  there  mourned  the  death  of  Thammuz. 

Thus  wc  have  feen,  that  the  Jupiters,  and  other  gods 
and  goddeifes  of  mortal  origin,  came  from  the  banks  of 
the  Euphrates  and  Tigris;  and  that,  in  (lead  of  being  fo 
ancient  as  mythologifts  and  hiftorians  make  them,  they 
began  to  be  worfhipped  not  above  nine  hundred  years  bfr« 
fore  the  birth  of  Chrift. 

The  Sabians,  as  well  as  the  Magians,  had  a  veneration 
for  fire ;  and  therefore  we  might  here  confider  them  in 
that  light,  did  we  not  refcrve  that  fubjcft  for  the  fedion 
where  we  (hall  fpeak  of  the  Magign  religion,  in  the  hif- 
tory of  the  Perfians. 

The  ftory  of  Bel  and  the  Dragon  might  here  claim  a 
place,  were  we  not  well  afl'ured,  that  the  whole  is  fpu- 
rious.  We  therefore  only  add,  that  by  the  dragon  we 
{hould  undcrftand  tl  ferpent  or  afp^  which  the  Babylonians 
ufed  as  the  fymbol  of  God,  for  which  they  had  feveral 
reafons  to  give  ;  as  that  this  creature,,  without  the  afliC- 
tance  of  limbs,  and  by  a  kind  of  virtue  or  power  latent 

»  Vide  Jof.  Scalig.  Animadverf.  ad  Grsec.  Eufeb.  p.  64.  •>  Dc 
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i9i^!tliin  itfelf,  could  not  only  move  at  a  confiderable  rate, 
Jjiit  alfo  wind  and  turn  itfelf  into  various  forms  \  that  it 
lived  to  a  great  age,  and,  as  it  were,  renewed  its  life  with 
its  coat  every  year ;  jind  that  the  acutenefs  of  its  fight 
might  aptly  enough  qualify  it  to  reprefent  divine  Provi- 
dence, or  God  ^. 

The  Babylonians  agreed  with  the  Egyptians  in  mod  ar- 
ticles of  religion,  efpecially  in  the  worlhip  they  paid  to 
fifhes,  to  the  goat,  and  to  the  onion,  which,  as  mean  aa 
obje£i:  as  it  m?y  feem,  was  adored  by  both  nations  '. 

Of  ,tl)ieir  god  Thurras,  Thourias,  or  Mars,  we  have 
fyoken  already ;  and  refer  the  reader,  for  the  other  reli-  ' 
gious  rites  and  ceremonies  of  this  people,  to  what  we 
have  faid  of  the  religion  of  the  Moabites,  Ammonites, 
Midianites,  Canaanites,  Syrians,  Phoenicians,  and  AiTy- 
rians. 

We  have  a  general  view  given  us  of  their  temples,  idols,  ^hir  tern* 
and  priefts,  in  the  epiftle  of  Jeremiah.  Iheir  idols  plestidois^ 
■were  of  gold,  of  filver,  and  of  wood ;  and  carried  about  ^t^^* 
in  proceflion.  They  were  crowned,  and  cloathed  in 
purple,  and  black  with  the  fmokc  of  incenfe.  Their 
temples  were  full  of  fmoke  and  duft^  raijfed  by  the  nu- 
merous refort  of  votaries.  The  priefls  made  fometimes 
free  with  the  gold  and  filver  prefented  to  their  gods,  "and 
either  kept  it  for  themfelves,  or  beftowed  it  upon  lewd 
proftitutes,  who  were-  accounted  facred.  Whatev«ar  was 
bfFered  a  facrifice  to  their  gods,  they  were  wont  to^m- 
bezzle,  and  appropriate  to  themfelves ;  and  clothe  their 
wives  and  children  with  the  garments  that  had  been  given 
to  adorn  their  idols.  In  return  for  thefe  fpoils,  they  were 
fure  to  light  up  numbers  of  tapers  and  candles  to  their 
images,  and  to  fit  in  the  temples  with  their  beards  and 
heads  clofe  (haven,  uncovered,  and  with  .garments  rent 
and  torn,  crying  out  before  their  gods  as  for  the  lamenta- 
tion of  fome  perfon  dl&ceafed. 

The  Babylonians  having  given  rife  to  all  the  idolatries  jjiunam 
and  fuperftitions  that  prevailed  among  the  neighbouring  w't^imtm 
iiations,  we  muft  charge  them  with  the  horrible  cuftom  of 
facrificing  human  viftims  to  appeafe  or  conciliate  their 
deities.  That  this  cuftom  prevailed  among  moft  of  thofe 
nations,  is  manifeft  from  the  accounts  we  have  given  of 
them ;  and  it  is  no  lefs  manifeft,  that  it  took  birth  among 
the  Babylonians,  who  communicjrted  the  reft  of  their  fu- 
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perftitions  to  all  their  neighbours.    This  prafticcj  how** 
ever,  grew  fo  fliocking  to  human  nature,  that  It  feems,  in 
the  later  days,  at  the  leaft,  of  the  Babylonians,  to  have 
been  confined  to  a  particular  itO,  or  tribe.     For  the  Se- 
pharvites  are  faid,  by  way  of  diftinftion  from   the  other 
Babylonians,    to  **  have  burnt  their  children  in  fire  to 
Adrammelech   and  Anammelech,   the  gods  of  Sephar-  , 
▼aim"/'    That  thefe  Sephar vites  were  Babylonians,  pro- 
perly fo  called,  would  be  paft  all  doubt,  ihould  we  agree, 
with  the  mod  learned  geographers,,  that  thejr  city  was  that 
of  Sippara  in  Ptolemy.     Be  that  as  it  will,  there  are.  traces 
,of  this  ancient  cruelty  to  be  difcemed  in  the  worihip  and 
rites  of  the  Syrian,  or  rather  Aflyrian  goddefs  at  Hiera- 
polis,  to  whom  parents,  without  remorfe,  facrificed  their 
children,  by  throwing  them  down  a  precipice  in  her  temple. 
We  have  already  declared  in  the  hiftory  of  Egypt,  what 
we  know  concerning  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this  idola- 
try ;  and  therefore  (hall  only  add  here,  that,  if  the  Ba- 
bylonians, and  others  after  them^  in  making  gods  of  the 
fun,  moon,  or  any  other  luminary,  extended  their  view 
to  the  whole  fyftem  of  nature  in  the  worflifp  they  paid  to 
their  great  deities,  or,  by  them,  meant  the  earth  itfelf, 
the  air,  or.any  other  element,  or  created  being,  the  whole 
^nuft  be  attributed  to  a  kind  of  miftaken  gratitude  at  firft 
for  benefits  received,  which  at  length  degenerated  into 
the  moil  ftupid  idolatry.    Thus  much  of  idolatry  5  and 
lefs  we  could  not  have  faid  in  this  place,  where  the  whole 
feems  to  centre,  and  where  the  whole,  or  at  leaft  great 
part  of  it,  may  be  fixed  to  a  chronological  aera,  which 
TA«V  cuj-    may  be  of  ufe  to  us  hereafter,  in  fpeating-  of  thofe  deities, 
tarns.  or  fome  borrowed  from  them  in  climes  far  remote. 

It  is  now  time  to  fpeak  of 'the  cuftoms  of  the  AfTyrians 
Sale  of  and  Babylonians  •,  and,  of  thefe,  one  of  the  chief  feems 
virgius.  to  have  been  their  method  of  difpofing  of  their  young 
women  in  marriage.  No  man  feems  to  have  had  a  right 
to  difpofe  of  his  own  daughters ;  but,  as  foon  as  they 
were  fit  to  marry,  they,  with  others,  were  expofed  ii^ 
fome  public  place  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  where,  in  the 
rnidft  of  a  crowd  of  men,  who  attended  upon  thefe  occa- 
fions,  they  were  fold  one  by  one.  The  moft  beautiful 
were  firfl  put  up,  and  delivered  to  the  high  eft  bidder. 
When  all  who  were  valuable  for  their  charms  were  thus 
difpofed  of,  the  money,  that  was  raifed  by  this  fale,  was 
applied  in  behalf  of  fonie  of  them,  to  whom  nature  had 

i»  $,  KingsxviL  3it 
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hot  been  fo  lavTfli  of  her  exterior  gifts.  Thefe  were  then 
offered  to  fuch  as  would  take  the  leaft  nloney  with  them ; 
and  the  poorer  fort,  who  valued  money  more  than  beauty, 
were  as  eager  in  underbidding,  as  the  wealthy  men  had 
before  been  in  overbidding  each  other  for  the  fair.  The 
confequence  of  this  praftice  was,  that  their  young  wo- 
men were  all  difpofed  of  in  marriage  ;  the  pborer  fort  of 
the  men  were  obliged  to  give  fecurity,  that  they  would 
take  thofe  they  had  chofen,  before  they  were  in  poffeiEon 
of  the  money  they  had  agreed  to  take  with  them  *. 

The  Babylonians  thought  themfelves  polluted  even  by  Purifaa* 
the  ufe  of  matrimony ;  and  therefore  were  not  allowed  to  tiou. 
touch  any  thing  after  it,  till  they  had  purified  themfelves 
by  perfuming  and  wafliitig  their  bodies  *. 

Every  Babylonian  woman  was  once  in  her  life-time  ProflituthB 
lound  to  proftitute  herfelf  to  a  ft  range  man  at  the  temple  '«  ^«p»w. 
of  Venus.  They  were  crowned  with  knots  and  garlands, 
and  ranged  in  long  i:anks  before  the  temple,  ea^ch  rank 
being  parted  frpm  the  other  by  a  line,  that  the  men 
might  conveniently  pafs  between  them,  and  choofe  thofc 
they  Ijk^d  beft.  They  declared  their  choice  by  throwing 
money  into  the  lap  of  the  woman  they  moft  admired,  and 
faying  as  they  threw  it,  ^*  I  implore  the  goddefs  Mylitta  fiir 
thee."  The  money,  how  little  foever,  was  by  no  meaiis 
to  be  refufed,  being  accounted  facred  ;  nor  had  the  wo- 
man the  power  of  rejecting  any  man  that  accofted  her  in 
the  form  prefcribed  ;  but  ftie  was  abfolutely  to  retire  wit!h 
liim  without  delay.  Having  thus  fulfilled  the  law,  arid 
performed  fome  ceremonies  in  honour  of  the  goddefs,  fhe 
returned  home ;  and  nothing  could  tempt  her  to  grant 
the  fame  favours  again  to  her  new  lover.  Women  of  rank 
(for  none  were  difpenfcd  with)  might  be  conveyed  to  the 
appointed  place  in  a  covered  vehicle,  and  remain  in  it**, 
while  their  fervants  waited  their  return  at  fome  diftance. 

For  five  days  together,  every  year,  they  celebrated  a  fef-  F^fiivalof^ 
tival  they  called  Sacca,  or  Sacea,  during  which  the  fer-  Sacca* 
vants  commanded  their  matters,  one  of  them  being,  for 
the  time,  conftituted  chief  over  the  houfe,  and  wearing  a 
kind  of  royal  garment  which  they  called  zogana  ^, 

Their  manner  of  treating  their  fick  was  very  extraor-  Manner  0/ 

'  dinary.     Having  no  phyficians  among  them,  it  was  their  ireating 

cuftom  to  expofe  them  publicly  in  the  moft  frequented  ^^*fi^^* 

and  bwri^ 

«  Hcrodot.  lib.  i.  cap.  196.     Strabo,  lib.  xvi.  p.  745,        »  He- 
rodot,  ibid.  cap.  198.  Straboibid.  ^  Herodot.  cap,  199.  Stra- 

'  t>o,  ibid,  «  Berof,  apud  Athcn.  Peipnofoph.  lib,  xiv.  p.  639. 
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places,  that  all  paiTengers  might  fee  themi  and  offer  thai/ 
advice,  if  they  had  any  knowlege  of  the  cafe,  either  from 
their  own  experience,  or  front  the  experience  of  others  ; 
nor  was  it  lawful  for  any  that  pifled  by  to  omit  this  office. 
Their  dead  they  embalmed  with  honey  and  wax,  and 
mourned  for  them  much  after  the  manner  of  the  Hgyp- 
tians  ^. 
Bahyhni'  The  Babylonians  were  exceffively  credulous,  foperfti- 
mms,  their  tious,  and  as  lewd  and  debauched  as  a  nation  could  be. 
tkoraaer.  Their  credulity  muft  appear  from  the  high  veneration 
they  had  for  their  Ch^Idseans,  priefts,  or  jugglers ;  and 
their  fuperftition  appears  from,  what  we  have  laid  of  their 
religion.  They  were  fo  prone  to  idolatry,  that  we  even 
find  an  inftance  of  their  great  Nebuchadnezzar's  falling 
down  before  Daniel  to  worfliip  him  *i.  Debauchery  reigned 
among  them  without  controul ;  their  princes,  on  whom  it 
was  incumbent  to  reftrain  it,  tranfgreffing  all  the  bounds 
of  decency  and  moderation.  Their  religion,  as  incul- 
cated by  their  priefts,  together  with  the  reverence  paid  to 
proftitutes,  prove  them  to  have  been  the  moft  fenfual  and 
abandoned  race  that  can  be  imagined.  Parents  and  hus- 
bands did  not  fcruple  to  expofe  for  money  their  wives-and 
children  to  the  embraces  of  their  guefts.  Drunkards  they 
are  particularly  faid  to  have  been ;  and  their^women  were 
admitted  to  their  debaucheries,  who  upon  thefe  occafions, 
firft  appeared  modeft  and  referved,  till,  putting  off  their 
cloaths  by  degrees,  they  at  length  appeared  quite  naked  ; 
and  this  indecency  was  praftifed  both  by  the  married  wo- 
men and  the  maids^  who  thought  it  good  breeding  thus  to 
difplay  all  their  charms  without  referve  '. 
^hnr  kn'  They  feem  to  have  affefted  pride  and  effeminacy  in  their 
to.  drefsj  their  under  garment  was.  a  linen  veft,  hanging 

down  to  their  heels, -over  which  they  had  another  of 
woollen,  and,  over  all,  a  white  mantle  or  cloke.  They 
wore  their  own  hair ;  their  heads  were  adorned  with  a 
tiara  or  mitre,  ai:d  their  bodies  anointed  all  over  with  oil 
of  fefame  •.  Every  individual  wore  a  feal-ring  on  the 
finger,  and  in  the  hand  a  wrought  ftaff,  or  fceptre,  adorned 
at  the  head  with  fome  particular  enGgn  or  figure,  as  an 
apple,  or  rofe,  or  lily,  or  eagle,  or  fome  fuch  emblem. 
On  their  feet  they  wore  a  kind  of  flippers.  Of  their  at- 
tire fome  traces  are  ftill  to  be  found  in  the  figures  re- 
maining at  Perfepolis,  as  we  Ihall  obferve  hereafter* 

P  Herodot.  lib.  i.  cap.  19?.  Strabo,  lib.  xvi.  ibid.  %  Dan.  ii. 
46.  r  QMint.  Curt.  lib.  v.  cap.  x,  •  Herodot,  nbi  fupra,  cap. 
195.    Strabo,  ubi  fupra,  p.  745. 

The 
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The  Babylonians  were  famed  for  learning,  particularly  Learnif^ 
the  Chaldaeans,  who  conftituted  their  priefts,  philofophers,  of  the  Choi' 
aftronomers,  aftrologers,  and  foothfayers ;  and,  in  refpeft  ^''* 
of  this  pretended  claim  to  learning  and  fupematural  know- 
lege,  the  Chaldees  are  diftinguifhed  from  the  Babylonians^ 
and  are  faid  to  have  inhabited  a  region  peculiar  to  them- 
felves,  next  to  the  Arabians,  and  the  Perfian  gulf.    They 
were  divided  into  feveral  fefts,  as  the  Orcheni,  the  Bor- 
Cpenni ;  and  known  by  other  names  of  diftinftion,  bor- 
rowed either  from  particular  places,  where  different  doc- 
trines, on  the  fame  points,  were  taught,  or  from  particular 
j>erfons,  who  held  doftrines  peculiar  to  themfelves.  Many 
of  their  learned  men  were  famous,  and  known  by  name^ 
among  the  Greeks,  as  Adena,  Naburian,  Sudin,  and  many 
others  "• 

We  have  already  related  their  ftrange  fable  concerning  Whtthtr 
their  firft  inftruftor  Oannes  5  and  fhall  now  add,  that  by  ^^o;  ^^ 
-what  is  faid  of  h;s  inventions,  and  ufeful  communications  '^*"* . 
to  men, he  may  have  been  the  Egyptian  Ifis,  or  OCris,  or  fr^m^e 
both.     Be  that  as  it  will,  the  report  of  ^Oannes's  appear-  Egyptianu 
ance  in  Chaldaea,  and  his  coming  out  of  the  fea,  has  given 
birth  to  an  opinion,  that  Ofiris  and  Oannes  were  at  leaft 
contemporaries;  and  that  the  Babylonians  had  all  their 
learning  from  the  Egyptians,  not  much  earlier  than  the 
days  of  Ammon,  and  Sefac,  or  Shifhak,  whom  Sir  Ifaac    1 
Newton  ^  fuppofes  to  have  been  the  fame  with  Sefoftris, 
or  not  long  before  t^ie  days  of  David  and  Solomon.     To 
fiipport  this  opinion,  he  exhibits  the  teftimony  of  feveral 
ancient  authors,  one  of  whom  relates  p,  that  the  Egyptian 
Belus,  the  fon  of  Neptune  and  Libya,  carried  colonies 
from  Egypt  into  Babylonia ;  and  that,  fettling  upon  the 
banks  or  the  Euphrates,  he  inftituted  priefts  with  the 
fame  privileges  as  they  had  in  Egypt ;  and  that  thefe  were 
called  Chaldaeans,  and  were  to  obferve  the  ftars  after  the 
manner  of  Egypt.     Another  fays  ^,  the  Babylonian  Bel  us 
-was  fo  called  from  the  Egyptian  of  that  name,  the  fon  of 
Libya.     In  a  word,  he  concludes,  that  when  Sabacco,  the 
Ethiopian  invaded  Egypt,  multitudes  of  that  country  fled 
from  him  into  Chaldaea,  and  carried  with  them  their  aftro- 
nomy,  aftrology,  architeflure,  and  the  form  of  their  year, 
which  they  preferved  in  the  sera  of  Nabonaflfar ;  and,  as  a 

»>  Strab.  Gcograph.  lib,  xvi.  p.  739,  •  Chron.  of  Anc.' 

ICingd.  amended,  p.  210,  zti,  &  feq«  P  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  i.  p.  17, 

9  Paufan.  lib.  iv.  cap.  23* 
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farther  proof  of  this  aflertion,  he  produces  the  form  o^ 
the  tower  or  temple  of  Belus  at  Babylon,  which  was  built 
pretty  nearly  after  the  manner  qf  the  Egyptian  pyramids. 
Ail  this  feems  plaufible  enough. 

But  may  not  the  preference,  thus  given  by  the  Greeks 
to  the  Egyptians,  be  owing  to  their  being  better  acquainted 
with  them  than  with  the  Babylonians  ?  May  not  the  E- 
gyptians  have  impofed  upon  the  Greeks  in  this  point,  as 
they  certainly  did  in  point  of  antiquity  ?  The  Jews,  Ara- 
bians, and  Indians  have  it  by  tradition,  that  the  Egyptians 
were  inftrufted  in  all  their  knowlege  by  the  Chaldees, 
namely,  by  Abraham,  who  was  one  of  that  country.  This 
tradition  deferves,  at  leaft,  ais  much  credit  as  any  tradi- 
tion of  the  Egyptians,  hpwcver  credited  and  adopted  by 
the  Greeks ;  the  rather,  as  it  is  in  fome  degree  confirmed 
by  moft  of  the  weftern  writers  afcribing  the  invention  of 
tne  fidereal  knowlege  to  the  Aflyrian  or  Babylonian  Belus. 
The  Chaldjeans  did  not  own  themfclves  indebted  to  any 
other  nation  for  their  knowlege,  as  is  manifeft  frpm  their 
fuppofing  their  firft  inftruflor  Cannes  to  have  fprung  from 
the  primigenial  egg.     But,   not  to  dwell  on  fo  dark  a 

9TI#fr«fl/i- point,-  let  us  take  a  furvey  of  the  learning  which  both  na-  . 

mtr  ofinfti"  tions  claimed  the  glory  of  inventing. 

tuthii.  They  acquired  not  their  learning  after  the  manner  of. 

the  Greeks,  but  by  tradition  from  father  to  fon  ;  and,  be- 
ing exempt  from  all  offices,  their  only  bufinefs  was  to  ap- 
ply themfelves  to  the  inftrudlion  they  received.  They 
never  departed  from  what  they  imbibed,  fully  fatisfied  of 
what  they  received  from  their  anceftors  ;  and  by  a  tena- 
cious adherence  to  it,  they  became  perfeftly  {killed  in 
what  they  profefled.. 

Such  was  the  manner  of  their  inftitution,  fuch  their  ob- 
ftinate  adherence  to  what  they  had  received  from  their 

neir  doe-  forefathers,  that  they  made  liftle  or  no  progrefs  even  in 

trine  about  t^g  learning  they  particularly  profeffed. 

'^^^'  They  taught  that  the  world  was  eternal ;  that  it  never 
had  beginning,  and  never  ihould  have  an  end.  However, 
they  acknowlege  a  Divine  Providence;  and  owned,  that 
the  motions  of  the  heavens  were  not  direfted  by  blind 
chance,  nor  performed  fpontaneoufly,  but  by  the  guidance 
and  dircftion  of  fuperior  agents  or  gods.  They  are  uni- 
verfally  faid  to  have  been  the  firft  that  cultivated  aftro- 
.  nomy,  and  to  have  made  fuch  progrefs  in  that  fcience,  as  to 
have  not  only  difcovered  the  motions  of  the  heavenly  bp* 
dlesj  but  alfo  certain  influences  they  have  over  things  be- 

lowj 
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IdV,  and  to  haye  thence  been  able  to  foretcl  whaf  was 
hidden  in  the  wortib  of  futurity '. 

From  this  fcience  of  aftrology,  they  boafted  a  knowlegie  7/j^  nverg 
bf  what  was  to  come,  a  power  of  averting  evil,  and  pro-  mori  ojiro* 
curing  good  J  hence  chiefly  they  were  confidered  as  ma-  logersjhait 
gicians,  and,  as  we  call  them,  fortune-tellers'.  afirono- 

The  planets  they  called  interpreters,  and  made  the  ^^^^* 
greateft  account  of  their  influence,  particularly  that  of  Sa- 
turn ;  the  next  in  degree  of  eminence  with  them  was  Sol, 
or  the  fun ;  then  Mars,  Venus,  Mercury,  and  Jupiter, 
which  were  all  the  planets  they  reckoned:  thefe  they 
called  interpreters,  becaufe,  by  their  motions  and  afpefts, 
they  in  a  more  evident  manner  portended  the  will  and 
pleafure  of  the  gods.  They  fometimes  judged  by  their 
riiing,  fometimes  by  their  fettmg,  and  fometimes  by  the 
colour  Of  degree  of  their  light;  whence  they  foretold 
ftorms  of  wind,  of  rain,  or  exceflSve  droughts,  as  alfo  the 
appearance  of  comets,  eclipfes  of  the  fun  and  moon,  earths- 
quakes,  and  the  whole  train  of  portents  relating  to  the 
good  or  bad  fortune  of  nations  in  general,  and  of  kings 
and  private  perfons  in  particular  ^ 

Under  thefe  fix  planets  they  ranged  thirty  ftars,  which   i^hefyfiem 
they  called  counfelling  gods ;  half  of  thefe  took  notice  of  of  their 
what  was  done  under  the  earth,  and  the  other  half  of  ^fif^Hj* 
what  was  done  by  men,  or  tranfafted  in  the  heavens. 
They  gave  out,  that  once  in  ten  days  one  of  the  fuperior 
ftars  defcended  to  the  inferior,   as  it  were  a  mefl!enger 
from  thofe  above  ;  and  that,  in  return,  one  of  the  inferior 
afcended  to  the  fuperior  in  the  fame  quality ;  and  that  this    • 
mutual  correfpondence  was  natural  to  them,  and  was  to 
continue  for  ever.    They  reported,  ^hat  the  chiefs. of  thefe 
counfelling  gods  were  twelve  in  number  ;  and  afligned  to 
each   a  month  of  the  year,   and  a  whole  fign  of  the 
zodiac  ?. 

All  thefe  ftars  they  affirmed  influenced  the  nativities  of 
men,  and  foreboded  whatever  was  to  happen  of  evil  or 
good  in  the  courfe  of  their  lives.  Again,  out  of  the  zodiac 
they  felefted  twenty-four  ftars,  and  placed  twelve  of  them 
towards  the  north  pole,  and  twelve  towards  the  fouth. 
Thofe  within  our  fight  they  afligned  to  the  living,  and  tl^ 
reft  they  called  the  ftars  or  conftellations  of  tne  dead ; 
and  thefe  ftars  they  termed  the  judges  of  all  things :  in 

r  Diod.  Sic.  Bib.  Hift.  lib*  ii.  p.  82.  •  lbi4.  .*  Id.  ibid« 

«  Id.  ibid. 
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Ihort,  the  Chaldxans  were  cQoiplete  aftrologera,  und  pre-r 
tended  to  excel,  in  that  refpeft,  all  other  nations. 
DefidintU  Aftronooiy,  which  ought  to  have  taken  place  of  the 
^oMomy,  former,  yielded  it  here,  and  was,  it  feem%  only  cultivated 
as  a  fcience  fecondary  to  the  other.  Accordingly  their 
notions  were  crude  and  iniperfeft.  They  held  the  eartk 
to  be  like  a  veflel  or  boat,  hollow'  within,  fupporting  this 
doftrine  by  various  arguments. 

We  have  feen  their  divifion  of  the  zodiac  into  twelve 
figns,  through  which  they  taught  that  the  feveral  planets 
performed  their  revolutions :  but  they  feem  to  have  had 
no  notion  of  the  immenfe  diftance  of  fome  of  the  planets 
from  the  fun  j  and  accounted  for  the  time  they  took  up  ia 
their  revolutions,  purely  by  the  flownefs  of  their  motion  > 
though  by  their  theory  of  the  moon- the  contrary  ihould  ap- 
pear ;  for  they  taught  that  Ihe  completed  her  courfe  the 
fboneft  of  any,  not  becaufe  of  her  extraordinary  velocity, 
l?ut  becaufe  her  orbit,  as  'Ove  now  fpeak,  was  lefs  than  the 
orbit  of  any  other  body  that  circumvolved  in  the  heavens* 
They  taught  that  fhe  mone  with  a  light  not  her  own  ;  and 
that,  when  ecHpfed,  fhe  was  immerfed  in  the  fhadow  of 
the  earth.  But  to  account  for  eclipfes  of  the  fun,  they 
were  quite  at  a  lofs  \  nor  could  they  fix  the  time  when 
they  would  happen  ^,  In  fhort,  the  whole  of  their  phi- 
lofophy  and  learning  feems  to  have  been  chiefly  what  we 
now  call  judicial  aftrology;  a  fcience  unworthy  of  that 
name,  and  as  much  contemned  by  the  moderns,  as  it  was 
prized  by  the  ancients. 
Their  Nor  has  this  boafted  knowlege  and  learning  of  the  Chal« 

boajied  jggg  been  arraigned  by  the  moderns  onlyj  it  has  alfo 
ndltnned.  ^^^^  condemned  by  the  ancients,  as  inconfiftent  with  the 
nature  of  things,  and  as  implying  a  fatal  neceiSty,  and; 
deftroying  the  freedorn  of  our  will  y.  And  this  was  the 
mighty  learning  for  which  the  Chaldseans  were  fo  famed, 
as  to  become,  in  a  manner,  a  diilinft  nation  from  the 
Babylonians  ^  and  indeed  what  we  have  faid  of  their, 
knowlege  is  confirmed  by  Scripture  ;  for  Daniel,  fpeaking 
of  them,  divides  them  into  four  clafles,  viz.  magicians, 
aftrologers,  forcerers,  and  Chaldaeans,  adding  afterwards 
to  thefe  wife  men,  fuch  as  divihed  by  lots,  or  iuch  as  fore- 
told events  by  the  infpeftion  of  entrails*.  And  though 
fome  fuppofe  the  Chaldseans,  as  here  diftinguifhed  from 

X  Diod.  Sic.  Bib).  Hift.  lib.  ii.  p.  Ss.  }r  Vide  Bardefan.  apu4 

E^feb.  Praepar.  £va«ig.  lib.  vi.  cap.  lOi  p*  273,  &  alios  apud  eund. 
ifoid.  sDaa.ii«  27* 

the 
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the  6ve  other  forts>  to  have  been  a  particular  fe.cb,  of 
deeper  and  more  folid  learning,  we  may  eafily  perceive 
that  they,  as  well  as  the  reft,  pretended  to  divination,  and 
^ere  called  upon  to  difcover  what  was  concealed  from 
other  men.  For,  as  their  knowlege  was  communicated 
to  them  by  tradition  from  father  to  fon,  what  was  dark 
and  unintelligible  to  other  men,  muft  have  been  fo  to 
them  too,  who,  with  an  implicit  faith,  received  whatever 
was  taught  them.  Whence  we  may  fafely  conclude,  that 
'  they  were  all,  in  their  feveral  ways,  fo  many  oracles  j  and 
that  they  were  all  devoted  to  the  fame  end,  however  they 
may  have  been  divided  as  to  the  means  and  methods  of 
attaining  it ;  fo  that  feemingly  thefe  Babylonians  had  their 
fcience  branched  out  amongft  them,  much  after  the  man- 
ner of  the  Egyptian  phyficians.  Their  learning  muft  have 
been  made  up  entirely  of  fuperftitious  praftices,  and  dc- 
lufive  arts ;  and,  if  any  better  they  had,  they  muft  have 
concealed  it  under  fuch  enigmas,  and  far-fetched  refem- 
blances  and  allegories,  as  muft  have  rendered  it  quite  a 
fecret,  even  to  themfelves  j  and  it  feems  not  to  have  been 
without  good  reafon,  that  many*  of  later  times  have  made 
flight  of  them  as  philofophers,  and  concluded  that  the 
Greeks  were  in  this  refpedl  little,  if  at  all,  beholden  either 
to  them  or  to  the  Egyptians. 

As  the  Chaldees  were  peculiarly  the  men  of  learning  Babylptti^ 
in  this  .nation,  fo  the  Babylonians,  properly  fo  called,  ap-  ans  in  con" 
plied  themfelves  to  the  arts;  though  perhaps  we  fliall  have  'f«-'^(^"'^- 
more  reafon  to  call  thefe  the  men  of  learningamong  them  chaldees  t 
than  the  former,  if  it  be  true,  that  the  former  were  wholly  ihiir  arts* 
addi£):ed  to,  and  fet  apart  for,  the  (idereal  confultations, 
and  the  propagation   of  the  extravagancies,  whifch  muft, 
as  fliould  feem,  have  made  up  the  fyftem  of  their  philo- 
fbphy.    For,  in  this  cafe  the  Babylonians,  as  diftinguifh'ed 
from  the  Chaldseans,  muft  have  been  good  mathematiciand 
and  mechanics,  as  appears  by  the  immenfe  buildings  they 
reared,  which  could  not  be  effefted  without  great»(kill  in  the 
feveral  branches  of  the  mathematics  and  geometry.     This 
-we  may  fay  in  general ;  but  to  fay  how  far  they  excelled 
in  perfpeftivc,  and  the  true  harmony  of  proportion,  may 
not  be  quite  fo  eafy  a  talk  5  though  that  their  ornaments    , 
and  decorations  fell  (hort  of  what  was  afterwards  fecn  in 
Greece,  can  never  be  doubted.     And  hence  we  may  pra- 
nounce,  that  their  paintings  and  ftatues  were  alfo  inferior 
to  thofe  which  Greece  produced. 

^  Cacl.  Rhodig.  Jofeph.  Scalig.  Peoceri  &c*  &c* 

D  d  :%  Muiic 
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MuGc  tliey  had,  but  in  what  perfeftion  we  muft  never 
hope  to  know ;  nor  would  it  be  worth  our  while  to  inquire^ 
But  that  they  had  a  variety  of  inftruments  we  are  well 
giffured ;  viz,  flutes,  cornets,  harps,  fackbuts,  pfalteries, 
and  dulcimers  *.  What  ithefe  inftruments  exa^Iy  were, 
we  probably  (hall  never  know;  but  if  we  may  judge  of 
their  (kill  in  harmony  by  what  we  can  difcover  of  their 
painting  and  ftatuary,  we  mufl;  not  equal  them  in  that 
fcience  to  the  Greeks. 

We  arc  quite  unacquainted  with  their  poetry ;  but  muft 
kave  the  reader  to  form  a  judgment  of  it  by  that  of  the 
other  eaftern  nations,  their  neighbours,  both  ancient  and 
modern.  Neither  do  we  pretend  to  fay  by  whom  it  was 
particularly  cultivated,  whether  by  the  Cbaldseans  or  the 
Babylonians ;  but  as  it  has  at  all  times  been  facred  tCM*-eli- 
gion  and  fuperftition,  we  may  fuppofe  the  former,  as 
priefts,  laid  claim  to  it  as  part  of  their  province. 
•  That  medicine  was  no  regular  fcience  among  them,  is 
manifeft  from  what  we  have  faid  above  concerning  their 
manner  of  treating  the  (ick.  But  it  grew  into  great  repute 
\i4th  the  Perfians  their  fucceflbrs,  sis  we  Ihall  obferve  in 
a  more  proper  place. 

We  have  already  declared  there  is  no  more  difference 
between  the  Syriac  and  Chaldee,  the  language  <rf  this  peo- 
ple, .than  between  the  Englifli  and  Scotch.  Their  com- 
mon alphabet  we  have  already  given ;  and  aafor  the  Men- 
dean  charader,  which  is  alfo  peculiar  to  them»  is  not 
only  what  we  may  call  modern,  butfo  like  the  Eftrangelo 
of  the  Syriac,  that  we  have  thought  it  unneceflary  to  in- 
fert  it.  Bochart  **  fuppofes  they  had  a  facred  chara£!:er  as 
well  as  the  Egyptians,  but  upon  a  very  unfatisfadlory 
foundation. 

The  Babylonians,  properly  fo  called,  were  great  archi- 
tects:; ingenious  in  cafting  metals,  great  workmen  and 
(kilful  deflgners,  as  will  be  particularly  remarked,  when 
we  coine  to  fpeak  of  Babylon,  their  great  metropolis. 

They  were  no  lefs  famous  for  their  manufactures^  par- 
ticularly for  their  rich  embroideries,  fumptuous  veftments, 
magnificent  carpets,  and  fine  linen;  infomuch  that  we 
read  of  Cato,  that  he  immediately  fold  a  Babylonian 
cloak,  or  mantle,  which  was  left  to  him  by  inheritance, 
as  being  what  he  was  aihamed  to  wear  ^ ;  and  elfewhere, 
that  at  Rome  there  had  been  paid  for  a  fuit  of  Babylonian 
hangings  for  a  dining-room,  fix  thoufand  four  hundred 

b  Canaan,  cap.  xvii.  colU  773.  «  Pla- 


*  Dan.  iii.  s— !£• 
larch  in  vitaCatonis* 
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and  fifty-eight  pounds  fix  fhillings  and  eight-pence  **.  It 
were  to  no  purpofe  to  quojte  authors  for  farther  inftances 
of  this  magnificence,  which  is  known  to  a  proverb,  or  to 
aim  at  a  detail  of  the  feveral  products  of  their  induftry  ; 
we  would  only  add,  that  the  Babylonians,  as  well  as  the 
Tyriansj  had  their  purple,  which  they  fent  into  the 
eaftern  parts  by  way  of  traffic®.  This  purple  they  had 
from  a  port  called  Apologus,  near  the  Euphrates  ^ ;  but 
as  it  is  difputed  whether  the  art  of  dying  purple  was  their 
invention,  or  whether  they  had  it  from  Tyre  «,  we  fhall 
onlyobferve,  that  their  country  afforded  the  beft  materials 
for  dying,  particularly  alum,  both  natural  and  artificial  **i 

This  people  was  not  only  divided  into  two  great  tribes.  Particular 
the  Babylonians  and  Chaldseans,  properly  fo  called,  but  ^^^^^^* 
into  other  fubordinate  fe£ls.  Threae  of  thefe  are  faid  to 
have  fed  dpon  nothing  but  fifh  *,  and  thereby  feem  to  have 
infringed  a  facred  law  among  the  Babylonians,  who  ab- 
flained  from  fiflai  out  of  refpe£b  to  their  great  goddefs. 
Thus  we  have  feen  that  fome  of  the  Egyptians  worfhipped 
tjie  fifh  which  others  fed  upon.  However,  as  thofe  tribes 
lived  in  the  fens,  where  no. corn  grew,  .it  may  not  have 
been  upon  a  religious  principle,  but  out  of  neceffity,  that 
they  departed  from  the  pra£|:ice  of .  their  countrymen. 
Their  fifh  they  dried  in  Jthe  fun,  and  made  them  into  pafte, 
having  no  other  means  to  fupply  the  want  of  bread. 
Something  yet  more  extraordinary  we  are  told  of  the  in- 
habitants 01  Borfippa,  where  the  bats  being  much  larger 
than  in  other  places,  they  ufed  to  fait  them  for  food* ; 
but  whether  this  praftice  proceeded  from  fuperflition,  or 
want,  is  uncertain  ;  though  we  can  hardly  believe  it  was 
pwing  to  the  latter,  in  fo  plentiful  a  country. 

We  do  not  find  the  trade  of  this  ancient  people  any  Comment. 
where  profefTedly  treated  of  j  but  that  it  muft  have  been 
very  confiderable,  is  not  in  the  leaft  to  be  doubted,  efpc- 
cially  when  Babylon  was  in  the  meridian  of  her  glory. 
Whofoever  contemplates  the  fplendor  of  this  inonarchy, 
the  commodious  fituation  of  the  country  in  general,  and 
of  its  capital  in  particular,  cannot  doubt-  but  commerce 
mufl  here  have  flourifhed  to  a  very  eminent  degree.  Ba- 
bylon was  fituated,  as  it  were,  in  the  very  midfl  of  the 
dd  worl4  \  ai)d>  by  means  of  the  two  great  rivers,  the 

^  Plin.  Hifl*  Natur.  lib.  viii.  cap.  48.  See  Arbiith.  of  Ant.  Coins, 
Weights,  and  Mcafurcs,  p.  \^%,  «  Arrian.  Peripl.  Mar.  Eryth. 

in  Minor'  Hudfon.  vol.  ii.  p.  ao,  21.  ^ Idem.  ibid. ,  c  Vide 
Bochart  Phaleg.  cap.  vii^  coll.  sS.  ^  Vide  eund.  ibid.  )  He- 
jrodot«  Hb.  i|  cap.  aoo,  ^  Strab.  lib.  xvi*  p.  739. 
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Euphrates  and  Tigris,  had  very  eafy  commanicatlon  with 
the  weftern  and  northern  pag-ts,  as  alfo  with  the  eaftern, 
by  means  of  the  Perfian  gulph.  As  it  was  not  only  the 
feat  of  a  potent  monarchy,  but  alfo  afforded  many  produc- 
tions and  manufaftures  of  its  own,  to  exchange  with  its 
neighbours,  and  lay  within  the  reach  of  them  all,  it  is  not 
to  be  doubted,  but  that  trade  was  a^  extenfive  here  as  any 
where  elfe.  That  the  Babylonians  had  (hipping  of  dieir 
own,  and  were  confideraole,  as  navigators,  cannot  well 
be  difputed,  fincc  their  city  is  ftyled  by  the  prophet  a 
City  of  Waters,  and  their  extenliye  commerce  is  defcribed 
in  the  book  of  Revelations. 


SECT.     HI. 

The  Chronology  of  the  Babyhmans^  from  the  frft  Rife  of 

the  Monarchy  to  its  Diffblution. 

Wf^  n^ay  refer  the  reader  back  to  what  we  have  faid 
^^  in  the  chronology  of  the  Aflyrians,  to  fatisfy  him- 
fclf  concerning  the  chronology  of  this  people  ;  for  they 
probably  took  rife  in  the  fame  perfon,  namely,  Pul,  king 
of  Aflyria,  and  neatly  at  the  fame  period.  But,  not  to 
anticipate  what  may  oe  more  properly  infifted  on  here- 
after in  the  courfe  of  this  feftion,  we  fliall  proceed  tq 
diftinguifh  the  kingdom  of  Babylon  from  the  kingdom 
of  Affyria,  and  to  exhibit,' purfuant  to  our  cudom,  a  feries 
of  the  kings  of  Babylon,  according  to  feveral  authors. 

jl  Table  of  the  Succejfions  of  the  Babylonian  Kings,  according  ia 
Ptolemy  s  AJironomical  Canon^  and  the  EccUftaftical  Account. 

According  to  the  moft  corre6i:        According  to  the  ecclefiaftical 
copies  of  Ptolemy's  canon.  account  in  Syncellus. 

.  Years«  Years, 

XT  I.      tr    ^  •      J  ,  ^       I  Nabonaiarus,   or  Sal-  I 

,  Nabonaffer  rcgned         14         ,    manafcr,  reigned      {'5 

%  Nadius         -         -p  Z  z  Nabius          -           -  g 

3  Chinzirus  and  Porus  5  3  Chinzerus  and  Porus  5 

4  JugsBUS         -          -  5  4  Illulaeus          ^         -  t 
^  Mardoc*Empadu9  12  5  Mardocempadocus      -  12 

6  Arkianus        *  *  j  6  Arceaiius        •         ^        j 

7  Firfl  Interregnum  -  2  7  Firfl  Interregnum        -     i 
i  Belibus         ->  -  3  ^  Belithus 
9  Apronadius      «  -  6  9  Aporanadifus 

10  Rigebelus        •       •       ^     '?  IrcgibaUue       .        .-      i 

II  Mefcffi" 
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According  to  the  tnoft  correA  According  to  the  eccleiiaftical 

copies  of  Ptolemy's  Canon.  account  in  Syncellus. 

Years.  ^  Years. 

1 1  Mefeflimordacus  reigned  4  1 1  MefTifimordacus  reigned    4 

22  Second  Interregnum  -  812  Second  Interregnum   -     8 

15  Aflar-Adinus          -  13  13  Jfarindinus         -        -     15 

14  Saofdiicheus  «       -  20  14  Saofduchius       -      <-         9 

15  Chyniladanu«          -  22  ij  Cineladanus        -       -      14 

16  NabopallafaruS'      ^-  2I  16  Nabopalafaras        -        21 

17  Nabocolaflarus      -  43  17  Nabuchadonofor,  his  fon  43 

18  Ilvarodamus      -         -  2  18  Ebidan-Merodach      •       5 
.29  Niricaffolaflkrus      •  4  '9  Nireglcfarus,  or  Bal- 1 

tafar        -         .       j    3 
SQ  Nabenadiu$        -      •     if    20  Nabonadius,  or  Afty- 


abonadius,  orAfty-T 
ages,  or  Darius,  or  I 
Afucrus,  or  Arta-  r 
xerxea        -  J 
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This  table  contains,  on  the  one  fide,  a  genuine  and 
correft  copy  of  Ptolemy's  Aftronomical  Canon  ( Y),  and, 
on  the  other,  a  corruption  of,  it.  We  fhall  not  here  en- 
quire into  the  differences  between  thefe  two  lifts,  or  the 
liberty  the  author  of  this  eccleiiaftical  account  has  taken 
with  his  original,  which  we  may  occafionally  confider 
under  the  reigns  of  thefe  kings.  Syncellus,  whence  we 
have  taken  this  ecclefiaftical  computation,  has,  under  the 
fame  head,  another,  the  authors  of  them  being  Africanus 
and  Eufebius  "*.  We  fliall  therefore  have  little  to  do  here ; 
few  arguments  can  be  wanting,  and,  indeed,  none  can  be 
neceflary  to  prove  the  firft  rife  and  duration  of  the  Baby- 
lonian empire,  Which  is  (o  happily  afcertained  to  our. 
hands  by  Ptolemy.  This  canon  takes  date  from  the  firft 
<lay  of  the  Egyptian  month  Thoth,  at  noon,  of  the  year  jjf^^^^p/ 
-of  the  world  3257,  of  the  flood  1602,  before  Chrift  747,  r^^. 
The  firft  of  the  month  Thoth  anfwers  the  26th  of  our  Fe- 
bruary, which  in  that  year  fell  on  a  Thurfday.  The  king- 
<lom  of  Babylon  then  took  rife  in  the  24th  year  of  Pul's 
appearance  on  this  fide  the  Euphrates,  which  plainly  ftiews 
it  to.  have  been  immediately  of  AflTyrian  origin. 

m  Vide  Can.  Chron*  Saecul.  xvii. 

(T)  Thk  Canon  was  parti-  Seth  Gaivi&us,  and  firft  pub« 

cularly  redified  from  a  manu-  liftied,   with  Ptolemy's  hypo- 

feript  in  the  Bodleian  library  at  thefis,    by    Dr.    Bambndge, 

Otford,  and  fent  by  Dr.  b-  profeflbr  of  the  mathematics  at 

^ral^  dean  of  St«  Paul's^  to  Oxford. 

P  4  4  Babylon 
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Babylon  being  then  of  Aflyrian  extra£tion,  and  ccfhfi-* 
dered  as  a  fitter  kingdom  with  Affyria,  we  have  nothing 
here  to  add  to  what  we  have  already  urged,  except  that  we 
can  fix  the  date  of  it  with  fomcwhat  more  certainty  than 
that  of  the  Aflyrian  empire  5  which  we  could  have  no 
notice  of  till  the  firft  appearance  pf  Pul  in  the  weft.  It 
may  begin  then  with  us  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  Pul's 
appearance  to  the  weftward  of  Euphrates,  1601  year^ 
after  the  flood,  and  747  before  Chrift ;  it  ends  18 10  years 
after  the  flood,  aqd  538  before  Chrift  :  fo  that  its  whole 
duration  was  no  more  than  209  years ;  to  which,  if  wc 
add  the  23  years  of  Pul  before  the  date  of  this  canon,  we 
Ihall  have  a  number  not  exceeding  232,  for  the  years  of 
Jhe  duration  of  the  great  Aflyrian  family,  whether  at 
Nineveh  or  at  Babylon,  with  refpeft  to  what  we  know  of 
the  rife  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

SECT.    IV. 

I 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Babylonians.  , 

m 

BEFORE  we  enter  upon  the  hiftory  of  this  people, 
when  their  monarchy  became  extenfive,  and  their 
fovcreigns  famous  for  their  conquefts,  we  fliall  take  a  re- 
trofped  of  their  firft  eftabliftiment  as  a  kingdom,  which  is 
faid  to  have  exifted  before  the  Deluge.  Having  in  a  for- 
mer part  of  the  work  exhibited  the  Antediluvian  princes 
of  this  country,  and  mentioned  Nimrod  as  the  founder 
of  the  monarchy  -,  we  fhall  lay  before  the  reader  a  lift  of 
his  immediate  lucceflTors,  as  we  find  them  recorded  by 
Eufebius  and  Syncellus. 

Table  of  the  Kings  of  Bkbyltm^  the   immediate    Succejfors  of 

Nimrod^ 


According  to  Eufebius. 

Veart. 

Evechoos,  or  Nim- 
rod, reigned 
Chomalbolus 
Porus 

Nechobcs 
Abies 

6  Oniballus 

7  Zinzirus 


According  to  Syncellus. 
Veart.  Yean. 

J^      X  Evochous,  or  Nim->      ^ 
rod,  reigned  y 


3 
4 

5 


7 

35 
43 

48 

40 
45 


rod,  reigned 

2  Chofmabolu^ 

3  Porus 

4  Nechubes 

5  Abius 

6  Oniballes 

7  Zbzirus 


7 

3S 
43 
4« 

40 

4J 


ZZi 
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By  the  perfe£b  agreement  of  thefe  lifts  it  is  manifeft 
that  Syncellus  has  faithfully  copied  Eufebius.  To  this 
dynafty,  which  continued  only  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  years,  we  are  told,  fucceeded  a  race  of  fix  Arabian 
kings,  who  governed  Babylon  two  hundred  arid  fixteen, 
making  together  four  hundred  and  forty  years ;  and  this 
Arabian  dynafty  was  followed  by  the  Aflyrian,  com- 
mencing with  the  reign  of  Belus,  and  ending  with  that 
of  Sardanapalus.  The  Aflyrians  muft  then  have  erefted 
their  monarchy  long  before  the  call  of  Abraham,  and  have 
continued  at  leaft  a  thoufand  years  after  him ;  an  opinion 
we  cannot  fubfcribe  to.  The  Arabian  princes  were,  ac-^ 
cording  to  Scripture,  of  the  country  of  £lam,  or  Perfia  5 
for  under  Chederlaomer^  king  of  Elam,  we  find  Amra- 
phcl,  king  of  Shinar  (the  undoubted  Babylonia),  making 
war  upon  the  Canaanites ;  and  probably  at  the  time  when 
Abraham  refcued  Lot,  who  had  been  carried  away  cap- 
tive. There  being  no  certain  accounts  of  any  tranfadiions 
•  relating  to  the  firft  kingdom  of  Babylon,  e:|ccept  that, 
about  the  year  192 1  before  the  Chriftian  aera,  it  was  go- 
verned by  a  king  called  Amraphel ;  we  fliall  proceed  to 
the  hiftory  of  the  Babylonian  monarghs ;  after  relating 
what  is  fabuloufly  reported  of  that  king,  who,  according 
to  fome  prophane  authors,  muft  be  accounted  the  firft 
prince  who  fat  on  the  Babylonian  throne ;  and  whom 
we  find  the  inftigator  of  the  rebellion  in  Aflyria,  which  * 

ended  with  the  death  of  Sardanapalus,  and  the  diflblution 
of  that  monarchy. 

He  is  by  fome  called  Belefis,  and  by  others  Nanybyrus';  nefinrytf 
and  both  afie£):  to  give  us  an  extraordinary  account  of  him,  ^^^^fi^  ^ 
which  will  be  almoft  all  we  fhall  be  able,  ih  thefe  authors,  ^^"J'^''*'- 
to  find  concerning  the  Babylonian   empire,    till  it   was 
brought  to  an  end. 

Under  the  name  of  Belefis,  the  firft  prince  is  reprefented 
as  a  crafty  and  mean-fpirited  knave,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
as  nothing  lefs  than  a  hero.  It  is  faid  he  was  bafe  enough 
to  circumvent  Arbaces,  his  colleague  and  friend,  in  the 
moft  fhameful  manner,  by  pretending  a  vow  he  had,  in 
the  midft  of  the  war,  made  to  his  god  Belus,  *'  That,  if 
the  fuccefs  was  the  event  of  it,  and  the  palace  of  Sarda- 
napalus was  confumed,  he  would  be  at  the  charge  and 
trouble  of  removing  the  afhes,  that  were  left,  to  Babylon, 
and  there  heap  them  up  into  a  mount  near  the  temple  of 
his  god^  to  ftand  as  a  monument  to  all  who  fhould  navigate 

^  NicoU  DamafCf  in  Excerpt.  Valef.  p.  414. 
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Ac  Euphrates,  of  the  fnbverfion  of  the  Affyrian  empire.** 
He,  it  feems,  had  been  privately  informed  by  an  eunuch^ 
of  the  immenfe  treafure  which  had  been  confumed  in  the 
conflagration  at  Nineveh ;  and,  knowing  it  to  be  a  fecret 
to  Arbaces,  his  avarice  fuggefted  to  him  this  artifice. 
Arbaces  not  only  granted  his  requeft,  but  appointed  him 
king  of  Babylon,  with  an  exemption  from  all  tribute. 
Belefis,  by  this  artifice,  carried  a  prodigious  treafure  with 
him  to  Baoylon ;  but,  when  the  fecret  was  difcovered^  he 
was  called  to  an  account  for  it,  and  tried  by  the  other 
chiefs,  who  had  been  affiftant  in  the  war,  and  who,  upon 
his  confeflion  of  the  crime,  condemned  him  to  lofe  his 
head.  But  Arbaces,  a  magnificent  and  generous  prince, 
freely  fo^ave  him ;  left  him  in  pofTeffion  of  the  treafure, 
and  alfo  in  the  independent  government  of  Babylon  ;  fay- 
ing, the  good  he  had  done  ought  to  ferve  as  a  veil  to  his 
crime ;  and  thus  he  became  at  once  a  prince  of  great 
wealth  and  dominion.  In  procefs  of  time,  and  under  the 
fuccefTor  of  Arbaces,  he  became  a  man  of  drefs^  ihew,  and 
effeminacy,  unworthy  of  the  kingdom  or  province  he 
held.  Nanybrus,  for  fo  we  muft  now  call  BeleGs,  under- 
ftanding  a  certain  robuft  Mede,  called  Parfondas,  held 
him  in  the  utmoft  contempt,  and  had  folicited  the  em- 
peror of  the  Medes  to  diveft  him  of  his  dominions,  and  to 
confer  them  upon  himfelf,  offered  a  very  great  reward  to 
the  man  who  fiiould  take  Parfondas,  and  bring  him  to 
his  prefence.  Parfondas,  hunting  fomewhere  near  Baby- 
V  Ion,  with  the  king  of  the  Medes,  and  ftraggling  from  the 
company,  happened  to  fall  in  with  fome  of  the  fervants 
of  the  Babylonian  Nanybrus,  who  had  been  tempted  with 
the  proraifed  reward.  They  were  purveyors  to  the  king ; 
and  Faribndas,  being  very  thiifty,  aflced  them  for  a 
draught  of  wine,  which  they  not  x)nly  granted,  but  pre- 
vailed upon  him  to  take  a  meal  with  them.  As  he  drank 
freely,  fufpefting  no  treachery,  he  was  eafily  perfuaded 
topafs  that  night  in  company  with  fome  beautiful  women, 
brought  to  him  on  purpofe  to  detain  him.  But,  while  he 
was  in  a  profound  fleep,  the  fervants  of  Nanybrus,  rufhing 
upon  him,  bound,  and  carried  him  to  their  prince,  who 
bitterly  reproached  him  for  endeavouring  to  irritate  his 
matter,  the  king  of  the  Medes,  againft  him,  in  order  to 
place  himfelf,  in  his  room,  on  the  throne  of  Babylon. 
tarfondas  did  not  deny  the  charge ;  but  with  great  intre* 
pidity  owned,  that  he  thought  himfelf  more  worthy  of  a 
crown  than  fuch  an  indolent  and  eiFeminate  prince  as  he 
was.    Nanybrus,  highly  provoked  at  the  liberty  he  took, 

fvirocQ 
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fwojre  by  the  gpds  Bel  us  and  Molis,  or  rather  Mylitta,  that 
iParfondas  himfelf  fhould,  in  a   ihort  time,    becomie  fo 
effeminate,  as  to  rjeproach   none  with  effeminacy.     Ac- 
cordingly he  ordered  the  eunuch,  who  had  charge  of  his 
mufic-women,  to  (have,  paint,  and  drefs  him  after  the 
manner  of  thpfe  women  j  to  teach  him  their  art,  and,  in 
fliort,  to  transform  him,  by  all  ppffiblc  means,  into  the  r6- 
iemblance  of  a  woman.     His  orders  were  obeyed,  and  the 
manly  Parfondas  foon  esficeeded  the  falreft  female  in  fing- 
ing,  playing,  and  the  other  arts  of  allurement. 
^  In  the  mean  time  the  king  of  the  Medes,  after  a  fruit- 
Jefs  fearch  for  his  favourite  fervant,  and  in  vain  offering 
great  rewards  to  fuch  as  fliould  give  him  any  information 
concerning  him,  concluded  he  had  been  deftroyed  by  fome 
wild  beaft  in  the  chace.     At  length,  after  feven  years, 
the  Mede  w^  informed  of  his  ftate  and  condition  by  an 
eunuch,  who,  being  cruelly  fcourged  by  Nanybrus's  or- 
ders, fled,  at  the  inftigation  of  Parfondas,  into  Media, 
and  there  difclofed  the  whole  to  the  king,  who  immedi- 
ately difpatched  an  officer  to  demand  he  fhould  be  deliver- 
ed up.     Nanybrus  pretending  to  know  nothing  of  any  fuch 
perfon,  another  officer  was  fent  by  the  Mede,  with  a  pe- 
remptory order  to  feize  on  Nanybrus,  if  he  perfifted  in 
the  denial,  to  bind  him  with  his  girdle,  and  lead  him  to 
immediate  execution.    This  order  had  the  defired  effefl: : 
the  Babylonian  owned  what  he  had  before  denied,  pro- 
mifed  to  comply,  without  Ifarther  delay,  with  the  king's 
command ;  and  in  the  mean  time  invited  the  officer  to  a  ' 
banquet,  at  which  an  hundred  and  fifty  women,  among 
whom  was  Parfondas,  made  their  appearance,  finging  and 
playing  upon  various  inftruments.    But,  of  all,  Parfon- 
das appeared  by  far  the  mod  charming ;  infomuch  that 
Nanybrus  inquiring  of  the  Mede  which  he  liked  heft,  he 
immediately  pointed  at  him.  At  this  declaration  the  Baby- 
lonian clapt  his  hands,  and  burfling  into  a  fit  of  laughter, 
told  him  who  the  perfon  was,  whom  he  thus  preferred  to 
all  the  reft  j  adding,  that  he  could  anfwer  what  he  had 
done  before  the  king  of  the  Medes.     The  officer  was  no 
jefs  furprifed  at  fuch  an  aftonifhing  change,  than  his  maf- 
ter  was  afterwards,  when  Parfondas  appeared  before  him. 
The  only  favour  Parfondas  begged  of  the  king,  for  all  his 
paft  fervices,  was,  that  he  would  avenge  on  the  Babylo- 
suai>  the  bafe  and  highly  injurious  treatment  he  had  met 
l^itb  at  his  hands.     The  Mede  marched  accordingly,  at 
his  inftigation,  to  Babylon ;  and  notwithftanding  the  fe- 
monftrances  of  NanybruS;  urging,  that  Parfondas  had. 

Without 
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without  the  leaft  provocation,  endeavoured  to  deprive  him 
both  of  his  life  and  kingdom^  declared,  that  in  ten  days 
he  would  pafs  the  fentence  on  him,  which  he  deferved, 
for  prefuming  to  adl  as  judge  in  his  own  caufe,  inftead  of 
appealing  to  himhis  lord  paramount*     ButNanybrus  hav- 
ing, in  the  mean  time,  gained  with  a  large  bribe  Mitra- 
phernes,  the  Mede's  favourite  eunuch,  the  king  was  by 
him  prevailed  upon  to  fentence  the  Babylonian  only  to  a 
fine ;  which  made  Parfondas  curfe  the  man  that  firil  found 
out  gold,  for  the  fake  of  which  he  was  to  live  the  fport 
and  deriHon  of  an  effeminate  Babylonian*.     The  eunuch 
endeavoured  to  appeafe  him,  but  in  vain ;,  deaf  to  all  re- 
monftrances,  he  meditated  nothing  but  revenge;  and  in 
the  end  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  being  fully  revenged,  both 
on  the  Babylonian,  and  the  eunuch  his  friend  ?. 
Yr.  of  Fl.       To  proceed  from  this  fidlitious  relation  to  the  genuine 
1601.      hiftory  of  the  Babylonians,  in  which  there  is  a  chafm  of 
Ante  Chr.  ma^y  hundred  years  between  the  times  of  Nimrod  and 
^^^'       Amraphel,  to  the  period  we  have  now  reached  :  the  firft 
T/4/  genu-    Babylonian  king  we  meet  with  after  .them,  and  thofe  wc 
ine  hijhry     have  mentioned  to  have  fucceeded  between  them,  is  Na- 
pftheBa-    bonaflar,  the  firft  in  Ptolemy's  canon.     As  we  find   no- 
bylomans,     thing  particular  concerning  this  king,  fo  well  known  from 
/ar/  theaera  that  pafTes  under  his  name,  we  (hall  fupply  that 

deficiency  with  fome  conjcftures  concerning  the  firft  rife 
*  of  the  Babylonian  kingdom.     That  it  rofe  much  about 

the  fame  time  with  the  kingdom  of  Aflyria,  feems  unde-* 
niable ;  fi nee  only  twenty-four  years  after  the  appearance 
of  Pul,  the  founder  of  the  Affyrian  monarchy,  we  find 
mention  made  of  Nabonaflar,  king  of  Babylon.  That 
Babylon  was  governed  by  its  own  kings,  even  when  the 
Affyrian  monarchy  was  in  its  full  glory,  is  no  lefs  certain, 
both  from  Scripture,  and  profane  hiftory. 

Thefe  two  kingdoms  then  rofe  much  about  the  fame 
time,  and  for  feveral  years  fubfifted  together.  But  by 
what  means  did  Nabonaffar  obtain,  by  what  means  did  he 
and  his  fucceffors  keep  poffeffion  of  a  kingdom  bordering 
on  the  empire  of  the  Affyrians,  whom  we  have  feen,  un- 
der the  conduft  of  their  ambitious  and  warlike  princes, 
grafping  at  nothing  lefs  than  the  fovereignty  of  all  the 
Eaft  ?  They  wage  war  with,  and  impofed  their  yoke 
upon,  all  the  nations  around  them.  .  But  no  notice  is  ta-^ 
ken  in  hiftory,  till  the  reign  of  Efar-Haddon,  their  fifth 

p  Ctef.  a  pud  Diod.  Sicul.  lib*  ii.  p.  78*  &  NicoI»  Damaf.   in  Ex- 

erpi.  Valcf.  p.  424  &  icq. 
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king,  of  any  attempts  of  this  nature  made  even  by  tlieir 
moft  warlike  princes  againft  the  neighbouring  kingdom  of 
Babylon.     Nay,  we  find   them  crofling  both  the  Tigris 
and  the  Euphrates,  in  order  to  extend  their  dominions, 
and  bring  under  fubjeftion  the  diftant  nations,  while  that 
kingdom,  which  mull  have  been  more  tempting  to  them 
than  any  other  they  could  have  in   view,  remained  ftill 
unconquered.     Thefe,  and  many  other  difficulties  of  the 
like  nature,  can,  in  our  opinion,  be  no  otherwife   folved 
but  by  adopting  the  fyftem  that  has  been  fuggefted  to  us 
by  a  late  chronploger  *i,  fuppofing  the  Aflyrian  and  Ba- 
bylonian kings  to  have  been  two  branches  of  one  and  the 
fame  family.     For,    according  to  that  fyftem,  Pul,  the 
firft  Aflyrian  conqueror,  left  two  fons,  Tiglath-Pilefer, 
and  Nabonaflar.     To  the  former  he  bequeathed  the  king- 
dom of  Aflyria ;  and  that  of  Babylon  to  the  latter.     Tig- 
lath-Pilefer, the  elder  fon,  refided  at  Nineveh,  the  orig- 
nal  feat  of  the  empire,  while  Nabonaflar,  who  was  the 
younger  brother,  held  his  refidence  at  Babylon.     As  the 
two  kingdoms  were  governed  by  princes  of  the  fame  fami- 
ly, we  may  well  fuppofe  a  perfeft  harmony  to  have  reign- 
ed between  them,  the  younger  branch  at  Babylon  acknow- 
leging  a  kind  of  fuperiority  in,  and  fubjeftion  to,  the  el- 
der at  Nineveh.    If  there  had  not  been  the  ftrifteft  union 
between  thefe  two  kingdoms,  is  it  to  be   imagined  that 
the  kings  of  Aflyria  would  baVe  croflTed  the  Euphrates  to 
make  war  at  a  great  diftance  from  their  dominions,  while 
they  had  fo  powerful  an  enemy  as  the  king  of  Babylon  be- 
hind them,  who  might  have  taken  advantage  of  their  ab- 
fence  to  invade  their  country,  when  it  was  drained  of  the 
choice  ft  of  their  foldiery  ?     If  the  kings  of  the  two  coun- 
tries had  not  been  bound  by  the  moft  folemn  ties,  can  we 
fuppofe,  that   the  Babylonians  would  have  let  flip  fo  fa- 
vourable an  opportunity  of  attempting,  at  leaft,  to  hum- 
ble fo  powerful  and  ambitious  a  neighbour  ?     They  could 
not  but  be  well  apprifed,  that  the  weftem  nations,  whom 
the '  Aflyrians  were  harafling  with   endlefs  wars,  would, 
for  their  own  quiet  and  fafety,  have  readily  joined  them. 
And  yet  we  read  of  no  fuch   attempts.     May  we  not, 
therefore,  infer  from  thence,  that  a  good  underftanding 
fubfifted  between  the  two  kings  of  the  countries,  free  from 
all  umbrage  and  jealoufy  ?     And  on  what  elfe  could  fo 
lafting  an  harmony  be  founded,  but  on  the  natural  ties  of 
blood  and  parentage. 

•  Sir  Ifaac  Newton's  Chron.  p.  277^  &  feq. 
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As  NabonafTar  was  the  firft  king  of  Babylon,  VihttTii 

was  creSed  into  a  fcparatc  kingdom  from  that  of  Aflyria, 

be  bids  as  fair  as  any,  to  have  been  the  Belefis  of  Ctefias  \ 

and  is  accordingly  called  Beleflus  and  BaleuiTus,  by  Nico- 

ks  of  Damafcus  **  \  and  by  Hipparchus^  Nanybrus,  who 

w*s  confeffcdly  the  fame  perfon  with  Belefis;     But  we 

Ihall  not  trouble  our  readers  here  with  conjedures,  which 

have  little  or  no  foundation  in  genuine  hiftory,  nor  ^t^ 

tempt  to  reduce  the  fables  of  Ctefias  to  biftorical  truths. 

In  iz&y  all  we  have  faid,  and  all  we  can  fay  on  this  fub-' 

je£^,  amounts  to  nothing  more  than  bare  probability. 

Yr.  of  Fl.       Nabonaflar  was  fucccedcd  by  Nadius,  who  reigned  two 

1615.       years;  and  Nadius,  by  Chinzirus  and  Porus,  who  reigned 

Ante  Chr.  f^^^^     They  may  have  been  brothers ;  but  their  names  bear 

^^^'        no  affinity  either  with  the  Chaldee,  or  the  Aflyrian. 
Nadius^  Jugaeus  reigned  next :  there  is  nothing  recorded  of  himi 

Y      f  Fl    ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^        ^^  °^^  conjecture  concerning  him,  ex- 
iSzz.      ^^P^  *^^^  ^^»  ^s  ^^^^  ^^  thofe  he  immediately  fucceeded, 
Ante  Chr.  and  thofe  that  came  after  him,  down  to  Afiar-Addin,  did 
7*6«       nothing  worthy  of  notice,  and  that  they  might  have  pa^ed 
— ~"""""^  their  days  in  floth  and  effeminacy. 

Jug^us.  Mardoc-Empad,  ia  certainly  the  Merodach-Baladan  of 

Yr.  of  Ff.  Scripture,  the  fame  that  fent  an  embafly  to  Hezekiah, 
A  '^*r'h  ^^^^  ®^  Judah.  In  Ifaiah  ^  he  is  called  Merodach-Bala- 
Ante  Chr.  ^  j^       written  him  above ;  but  in  the  book  of 

-    '      '       Kings  he  is  called  Berodach^Baladan  **,  and  in  both  places 
Mardoc-      the  fon  of  Paladan ;  whence  we  gather,  that  the  Jugaeus 
impad,        above,  who  feems  to  have  been  his  father,  might  perhaps 
be  more  properly  called  Baladan.    He  is  the  firft  Babylo- 
nian king  we  find  in  Scripture  to  have  had  any  intercourfe 
Yr.  of  Fl.  ^^tb  the  kings  at  Jerufalem.    He  fent  a  fpecial  embafly 
1639.       to  congratulate  Hezekiah  on  his  late  recovery,  and  to  in- 
Ante  Chr.  quire,    as  is  generally  fuppofed,.  about  the  fun's  retro- 
^°^'       greffion,     Merodach-Baladan  reigned  twelve   years,  and 
"   was  fucceeded  by 
Arhlanus,         Arkianus  j  concerning  whom  all  we  know  is,  that  he 
¥i'fl  inter-  reigned  but  five  years ;  and  that  after  liim  there  was  ah 
nvitium,       interregnum  of  two  years. 

Vr.  of  Fl.       Belibus  fucceeded  to  this  interregnum ;  but  by  what  means, 
1646.   *  or  by  what  right  we  know  not.    He  reigned  bat  three 
Ante-  Clir.   years,  at  the  end  of  which  he  died,  or  was  dethroned. 

7<5*-  He  made  room  for  Apronadius,  who  reigned  fix  years; 

„  ...  and  was  fucceeded  by  Regibelus,  who^  after  one  year's 

JlpronadU 

Mis.  ^  N1C0I.  Damafc,  in  Eclog.  Valcfc  *  Ifai*  xxix«  i* 

Regibelus.     *  s  Kings  xx.  is. 
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joeign,  gave  place  to  Mefeffimordacus.    Four  years  after  an  liiefeffimw* 
interregnum  enfued,  which  lafted  eight  years.  dacus. 

This  interregnum  being  expired,  Afiar- Addin,  the  Efar-  4^^- 
Haddon  of  Scripture,  pofTefTed  himfelf  of  the  kingdom  of  ^^^^ 
Babylon.  We  have  already  faid  all  we  pofitively  know  of 
him,  when  we  formerly  gave  his  reign  as  king  of  AfTyria. 
Whether  he  feized  on  the  kingdom  by  art  or  violence,  is 
uncertain.  By  this  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  the  AiTy- 
rians  rofe  to  a  higher  pitch  than  ever  they  had  before  at- 
tained, at  leall  in  the  weftern  parts,  where,  under  this- 
king,  they  eftabliihed  their  power  more  firmly  than  it  had 
ever  been,  and  even  conquered  Egypt.  He  reigned  at 
Babylon  thirteen  years,  and  was  fucceeded  by 

Saofducheus,  or  Saofduchinus.     We  have  already  fpo-  Saofducke^ 
ken  of  him,  and  related  his  exploits  at  length,  as  king  *'• 
of  AfTyria.    He  reigned  twenty  years,  and  was  fucceed- 
ed by 

'  Ghynaladan,  or  Sarac,  who  was,  as  well  as  his  two  ChynaUi' 
predeceflbrs,  king  both  of  Aflyria  and  Babylon,  and  reign-  ^"^•* 
cd  twenty-two  years-    The  length  of  thefe  three  reigns, 
making  in  all  fifty-five  years,  which  exceeds  the  fum  of 
the  nine  reigns  and  two  interregnums  between  Nabonaflar     ^ 
and  AfTar- Addin,  by  two  years,  may  convince  us,  that  the 
kings  of  Babylon,  during  that  interval,  were  little  better 
than  governors,  placed  and  difplac<^  by  the  kings  of  Af- 
fyria  at  their  will  and  pleafure ;  and  continued  or  difcon- 
tinued  juft  as  they  approved  themfelves  more  or  lefs  trufty 
and  ferviceable  to  the  Aflyrian  kings.     Hitherto  the  king- 
dom  of  Babylon  had  been  dependent  on  the   emperors 
at   Nineveh;    it   now  begins  to  make  a   very   different 
figure,  exalting  itfelf  on  the  ruins  of  the  Affyrian  mon- 
archy. 

For  Nabopallafar  fucceeded  Chynaladan  in  the  kingdom  Yr.  of  Fl. 
of  Babylon,  which  he  rendered  independent  of  the  Afly-       '7»*« 
rians,  and  transferred  the  feat  of  empire  to  Babylon.    His        S^  ^ 
name  declares  him  to  have  been  an  Aflyrian,  and  to  have  ' 

derived  his  origin  from  Pul,  and  Nabonaflar  his  fon,  it  Uabopal- 
partaking  equally  of  both ;  for  as  Nabonaflar  is  plainly  lafar* 
cortipounded  from  Nebo- Addon- AflTar,  this  man  feems  to 
have  rejefted  the  Addon  for  Pul,  and  to  have  had  his 
name  compounded  from  Nebo-Pul-Afl!ur ;  to  affert  his 
defcent  from  Pul  by  Nabonaflar,  and  his  right  to  the  king- 
dom of  Babylon,  of  which  his  family  had  been  unjuftly 
deprived  by  the  elder  branch,  of  Afllyria.  For  being  ap- 
pointed over  Chaldsea,  upon  the  death*  of  Saofducheus, 

mho 
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who  left  the  Aflyrian  affairs  in  great  confufion,  and  at  z 
time  when  the  Medes  were  in  the  full  vigour  of  their  pur-^ 
fuit  againft  the  kings  at  Nineveh,  he  took  the  advantage 
of  this  conjunfture  ;*  declared  for  himfelf  at  Babylon,  and 
entered  into  an  alliance  with  Cyaxares  the  Mede  p.  Thefe 
alljes  reduced  the  kingdom  of  Aflyria  to  a  very  low  con- 
dition, though  Nabopailafar  did  not  live  to  fee  the  final 
deftruftion  of  it,  for  the  eruption  of  the  Scythians  put  a 
ftop  to  the  progrefs  of  thefe  new  allies,  for  the  fpace,  as 
we  are  told,  of  twenty-eight  years. 

This  prince  is  called  by  the  different  appellations  of 
Nabulaffar,  Nebuchadonofor,  and  Nebuchadnezzar ;  thus 
diftinguifhed  from  his  fon,  as  the  firft  of  the  name  %  The 
AiTyrians,  as  well  as  the  Babylonians  and  Medes,  being 
at  this  time,  wholly  employed  in  defending  themfelves 
againft  the  Scythians,  who  had  conquered  all  Upper  Afia, 
Pharaoh-Necho,  king  of  Egypt,  laid  hold  of  fo  favourable 
an  opportunity  to  recover  the  city  of  Carchemiih,  then 
fiibjefl:  to  the  king  of  Aflyria.-  King  Jofiah  attempted, 
upon  what  motive  we  know  not,  to  oppofe  the  Egyptian 
on  his  march ;  but  his  army  was  routed,  and  himfelf  flain. 
This  fuccefs,  and  much  more  the'  furrender  of  Carche- 
mifli,  encouraged  the  fatrapa  or  governor  of  Coelefyria 
and  Phocnice  to  revolt  from  Nabopailafar,  who  had  re- 
duced thofe  provinces  fome  time  before,  this  battle  having 
been  fought  in  the  fixteenth  year  of  his  reign.  As  he  was 
then  ftricken  in  years,  he  took  his  fon  Nabocolaflar,  or 
Nebuchadnezzar,  for  his  partner  in  the  kingdom,  and  fent 
him  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army  againft  the  Egypti- 
ans and  revolted  Syrians.  Over  the  Egyptians,  who  were 
ftill  at  Carchemifli,  the  young  prince  gained  a  complete 
viftory,  retook  the  place,  and  put  the  garrifon  to  the 
fword"*. 

Yr.  of  Fl,        Elated  with  this  fuccefs  he  marched  into  Judaea,  took 
i74«.        Jerufalem,  rifled  the  temple,  and,  feizing  on  Jehoiakim, 

Ante  Chr.  put  him  in  bonds,  with  a  defign  to  fend  him,  among  the 
^^^'  other  captives  to  Babylon  5  but  upon  his  fubmiflion,  and 
promlfe  of  paying  a  yearly  tribute,  the  Babylonian  changed 
his  mind,  and  left  him  as  a  kind  of  viceroy  in  Judah*. 
The  viftorious  prince,  piirfuing  his  conquefts,  turned 
his  arms  next  againft  Pharaoh-Necho,  and  without  oppo- 
fition  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  whole  country  between 

p  Alex.  Polyhift.  apud  Syncell.  p.  2to«  Eufebius  in  Cbron« 
q  Berof.  apud  Jofeph.  contra  Apion  lib.  i.  p.  1044.  &  Antlq.  lib.  x. 
cap.  II.    David  Gantz.  ii.  Chron.  lib.  ii.  n.  185.  r  Jerem. 

xlvi.  z.       •  Dan,  i, »,  &c*    %  Chron,  xxxr.  6.    %  Kings  xxiv.  i. 
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Die  Nile  and  the  Euphrates.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  his  \ 
father  Nabopallafar,  dying  at  Babylon  after  a  reign  of 
twenty-one  years^  he  haftened  to  that  capital  with  a  fmall 
retinue,  by  the  fliorteft  way  of  the  defert,  committing  to 
his  generals  the  command  of  the  army,  and  the  care  of 
the  captives,  who  were  to  be  fent  after  him,  with  the 
fpoils  of  the  nations  he  had  conquered ». 

Being  thus,  by  the  death  of  his  father,  become  fole  Yr.  of  FI. 
ling  of  Babylon,  his  firft  care  was  to.  adorn  and  enlarge  1743. 
the  feat  of  his  growing  empire.  While  thus  bufied,  he  -^"^^  ^^^* 
tiras,  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  affefked  by  dreams.  ^^' 
One,  efpecially,  which  he  bad  in  the  fecond  year  after  j^abocoia/^ 
his  father^s  death,  gaire  himi  greater  uneafinefs,  than  all  far. 
the  reft,  though  he  had  emirely  forgot  the  particulars^* 
Havings  therefore,  under  great  anxiety  of  mind,  called 
together  his  magicians  or  ChaldxanSy  he  required  them 
not  only  to  interpret  his  dream,  but  to  remind  him  of 
what  he  had  dreamt.  The  Chaldssans  anfwered  with  one 
toice,  that  it  was  their  province  to  interpret  dreams ;  but 
that  the  gods  alone  could  know  what  a  man  had  dreamc* 
This  anfwer  provoked  the  king  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he. 
refolved  to  put  them  all  to  death  j  and  gave  orders  accord- 
ingly to  Arioch,  the  captain  of  bis  guard.  But,  before 
theie  cruel  orders  could  be  put  in  execution,  Daniel,  who 
had  been  brought,  with  his  three  companions,  to  Baby* 
lon^  among  other  Jewiih  captires,  and  was,  as  well  as  hia 
companions^  to  undergo  the  fame  fate  with  the  Chaldse^ 
ans,  expoftulating  with  Arioch  upon  the  raihnefs  of  the 
decree  ifTued  againft  them,  prevailed  upon  that  officer  to 
introduce  him  to  the  king.  Being  admitted  to  his  pre-* 
fence,  he  gave  him  aflurance,  that  he  would  fatisfy  Kim 
in  what  he  was  fo  folicitous  to  know.  Having,  upon  this 
promife,  obtained  a  fhort  reipite,  he  repaired  to  bis  three 
companions;  and  joining  with  them  in  an  addrefs  to 
Heaven,  the  fecret  was  revealed  to  him  in  a  night-vifion. 
Thus  in{tru£):ed  from  above^  he  repaired  to  Arioch  ;  and^ 
being  again  by  him  introduced  to  the  king,  rfter  inftilling 
into  the  haughty  prince  fome  notions  of  the  might  and 
majefty  of  .God,  he  not  only  told  him  his  dream,  but  gavb 
him  fuch  a  fatisfa£lory  interpretation  of  it,  that  the  prince, 
amazed  at  what  he  heard,  could  not  forbear  falling  on  his 
face,  worfhipping  Daniel,  and  acknowleging  his  God  th^ 
God  of  gods,  and  Lord  of  kings.    Not  fatisned  with  thefe 

•  derof.  apud  Jofepb.  Antiq,*  lib.  x.  cap.  xi.  &  contra  Apion  lib* 
X.  &  apud  Eufeb.  de  Praep.  Eyang.  lib.  ix»  cap.  40*  <      . 
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extraordinary  demonftrations  of  efteerh,  he  made  him 

rich  prcfents,  invefted  him  with  the  government  of  the 

whole  province  of  Babylon,  and  appointed  him  chi,ef  of 

the  governors  of  all  the  fages  ^ 

Yr.  of  Fli       In  the  mean  time  a  peace  being  concluded  between  the 

1747*      Medes  and  the  Lydians,  by  the  mediation  of  Labynetus^ 

Ante  Chr.  that  is,  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  Syennefis,  king  of  Cilicia, 

^^'*       Cyaxares  the  Mede  refolved  to  refume  the  fiege  of  Nine- 

tfifievek      ^^^'  which  the  irruption  of  the  Scythians,  and  the  Ly- 

taken,  and  dian  war,  had  obliged  him  to  interrupt.     Having  entered 

an  end  put  into  an  alliance  with  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  confirmed  it 

to  the  Af'     i)y  a  marriage  between  that  prince  and  his  daughter  A- 

(yrtottim^    myite,   the  two  kings  marched  againft   Nineveh,    took 

'    *  that  proud  metropolis,  levelled  it  with  the  ground^  and 

put  an  end  to  the  Affyrian  empire  "• 
Yr,  of  FL  While  Nebuchadnezzar  was  thus  employed,  Jehoiakim^ 
174^*  laying  hold  of  tha^t  opportunity,  (hook  off  the  Babylonian 
Ante  Chr.  ^q]^^^  after  three  years  fubjeflion.  But  his  revolt  coft 
^^^'  him  dear  ;  for  the  king  of  Babylon,  highly  incenfed  againft 
him,  difpatched  an  army  into  Judaea,  confifting  of  va- 
rious nations,  who,  having  laid  the  country  wafte  far  and 
near,  took  and  murdered  that  unfortunate  prince;  and, 
dragging  his  body  out  of  the  city,  left  it  unburicd,  ac- 
cording to  Jeremiah's  prediftion  *.  He  was  fucceeded  by 
his  fon  Jeboiachin,  againft  whom  Nebuchadnezzar  fent 
fir  ft  an  army,  upon  what  provocation  we  know  not ;  and, 
arriving  afterwards  in  perfon  before  Jerufalera,  which  his 
troops  had  invefted,  he  ordered  Jehoiachin,  who  came 
out  to  him  with  his  mother,  and  his  whole  court,  in  a 
moft  fubmiffive  manner,  to  be  arrefted,  and  carried  cap- 
tive to  Babylon,  after  a  fhort  reign  of  three  months  and 
ten  days.  Having  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  city,  he 
ranfacked  and  plundered  it  a  fecond  time,  together  with 
the  temple,  palace,  and  treafury  j  and  carried  off  with 
him  an  immenfe  booty,  and  fuch  numbers  of  captives  of 
all  ranks  and  conditions,  that  fcarcely  fufficient  hands 
were  left  to  cultivate  the  land  ^  Before  he  returned  to 
his  own  dominions,  he  placed  Mattaniah  on  the  throne  of 
that  defolate  kingdom,  changing  his  name  into  Zedekiah; 
at  the  fame  time  impofing  a  certain  tribute,  and  obliging 
him  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance  *.   . 

t  Pan.  ii.  per  tot.  ■  Herodot.  lib.  i.  cap.  io6.  x  Je- 

Tem.  kjtii;  i8,  19.  &  xxxvi.   30.  /  2  Kings  xxiv.  S-~i6. 

a  Chron.  xxxvi.  20.  Jeremiah  xx..i.  xxix.  1,  s.  £zek.  xvii.it. 
»  Jercm.  xKxvii.  i.  1  Kingi  xxiv.  17.  a  Chron.  xxxvi,  ij,  £zek. 
ubifupra,  131  h»  28, 
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Immediately  after  this  expedition^  Jeremiah  •  began  to 
prophefy  the  increafe  of  this  prince's  dominion  ;  and  par- 
ticularly, that  he  ihould  fubdue  £lam,  a  kingdom  on  the 
river  Ulai,  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Tigris*  This  country 
muft  have  been  the  Sufiana  of  the  Greeks,  and  lay  fo  op- 
portunely for  him,  bordering  almoft  on  his  dominions^ 
that  in  all  probability  he  was  not  long  employed  in  the 
completion  of  this  advantageous  prophecy. 

This  mighty  prince  had  always  his  viftories  and  acccf- 
fions  of  fortune  preceded  by  prophecies  from  the  mouth 
of  Jeremiah,  ,  or  fome  other  prophet ;  nay,  divers  plots 
and  feditions  contriving  againft  him,  were  cruftied,  while 
yet  in  embryo,  by  typical  remonftrances  from  men  di- 
vinely infpired.  Thus,  when  the  kings  of  the  Moabites, 
Ammonites,  Tyrians,  and  Zidonians,'  would  have  tempt- 
ed Zedekiah,  the  thoughtlcfs  king  of  Jerufalem,  to  rife 
againft  the  Babylonian,  Jeremiah  fent  to  each  of  the  am- 
bafTadors  in  his  (iourt,  a  prcfent  of  yokes  and  bonds,  to 
be  carried  to  their  matters,  with  this  declaration^  "  That 
the  Lord  of  hofts,  the  God  of  the  whole  earth,  had  doom*» 
ed  them  all  to  be  fervants  to  Nebuchadnezzar  5  that  they 
ihould  all  ferve  him,  his  fon,  and  fon's  fon  \  that  fuch 
a^  ihould  but  offer  to  rejeft  his  yoke,  he  would  punifli 
>rith  the  fword,  and  with  famine,  and  with  peftilence, 
till  they  were  utterly  confumed  by  him ;  but  that  thofe 
"vrho  quietly  fubmitted  their  necks,  and  faithfully  obeyed 
the  king  of  Babylon,  fhpuld  find  mjcrcy,  and  remain  in 
the  poffeffion  of  their  country  •*." 

But,  how  great  and  terrible  foever  he  might  have  been^ 
he  was  dreaded  but  for  a  time,  by  the  weftcm  nations  cf- 
pecially ;  who,  notwithftanding  the  fevere  remonftrance 
and  declaration  of  Jeremiah,  were  meditating  how  they 
ihould  free  ihemfelves  from  the  yoke  of  the  king  of  Baby*« 
Ion.  Nebuchadnezzar,  underftanding  that  the  Egyptians^ 
the  Jews,  and  other  nations,  were  concerting  means  to 
"withdraw  themfelves  from  his  obedience,  and  that  Zede- 
kiah,  whom  he  had  appointed  king  of  Jerufalem,  had 
been  encouraged  by  Pharaoh  Hophrah,  or  Apries,  king  of 
Egypt,  to  fet  him  at  defiance,  refolved  particularly  to 
punifli  fuch  ingratitude  ^.  Putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
his  army,  he  advanced  to  the  frontiers,  at  the  fame  time 
to  chaftife  all  thefe  prefumptuous  nations ;  where  being 
arrived^  and  confidering  with  himfelf,  that  he  had  a  num- 

a  Jercm-  xlix.  34—39.  *  Jerem.  xxvii.  .«  1  Kingt 

auLv.  s.    2  Chron.  xxxvi.  17. 

E  c  2  ber 


420  The  Htftory  of  the  Bdbyhnkm, 

ber  fj(  them  to  dc^l  with*,  he  remained  in  fufpence  (of  a 
while,  dubious  where  he  (hould  firft  open  the  war  ;  till 
at  laft  he  referred  this  important  bufinefs  ta  the  ordioary 
methods  of  divination,  in  practice  with  the  Chaldees; 
who,  having  confulted  the  entrails  of  animals,  their 
images,  or  teraphim,  and  their  arrows  (Z)^  delivered 
it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  war  fliould  firft  break  out 
againft  the  Jews  •*.  The  Babylonian  army  then  advanced 
into  that  kingdom,  and,  in  a  few  days,  became  maf- 
ter  of  all  their  cities,  except  Lachifh,  Azekah,  and  Je- 
rusalem * ;  which  laft,  in  the  latter  end  of  December^- 
the  fame  year,  was  blocked  up  by  Nebuchadnezzar,,  with 
all  his  formidable  army,  and  a  clofe  and  vigorous  iiege 
enfued. 

Receiving  intelligence  that  Pharaoh  Hophrah  was  oa 
his  march  to  relieve  Jerufalem,  he  raifed  the  fiege,  and 
marched  to  give  the  Egyptian  battle,  before  he  could  pofc 
fibly  be  joined  by  any  of  the  other  difcontented  nations ; 
but,  before  he  left  Jerufalem,  he  took  caveto  fend  all  the 
captive  Jews  in  his  camp,  amounting  to  eight  himdred 
and  thirty-two  perfons,  under  a  ftrong  guard,  to  Babyloh. 
He  then  moved  againft  the  Egyptians,  who  not  daring  to 
abide  the  onfet,  retreated  in  proportion-  as  Nebuchadnez^ 
zar  advanced ;  though  others  tell  us  they  ventured  a  battle^ 
which  ended  in  their  overthrow. 

The  Egyptians  being  thus  repelled,  he  returned  and  re- 
newed the  Gege  of  Jerufalem  with  frelh  vigour ;  and,  hav* 

'  Exek.  xxi.  19— »4»  •  Jerem*.  xxxiv*  7* 

(Z)  Thb  pra6Hcc  of  divin*  which    was   written,     *•  Mjr 

ing  by  arrows,    continued  a-  Lord  hath  commanded  roe;" 

mong  the  Arabs  till  Moham-  on  another,  **  My  Lord  feath 

medifm  prevailed,  which  abfo-  forbidden  me ;"  and  the  third 

lutely  forbids  it ;  and  appears  was  blank.     If  the  firfl   was 

to  be  the  very  fame  in  ufewith  drawn,  they  looked  on  it  as  air 

the  Babylonians  at  this  time,  approbation  of  the  enterprize 

"  The  arrows  ufed  by  them  in  queftion;    if  the    fecond, 

for  this  ijurpofe,  were  likethofc  they  made  a  contrary  conclu- 

with  which  they  cafl:  lots,  be-  fion ;  but  if  the  third  happened 

ing  without  heads  or  feathers  ;  to  be  drawn,  they  mixed  them, 

and  were  kept  in  the  temple  of  and  drew  them  over  again,  titt 

fome  idol,  in  whofe  prefence  a  decifive  anfwer  was  given  by 

they  were  confulted.      Seven  one  of  the  others.    Thefe  di- 

fuch  arrows  were  kept  at  the  vining  arrows  were  genetnlly 

temple  of  Mecca ;  but  gener-  confulted  before  any  thing  of 

ally  in  divination  they  made  moment  was  undertaken." 
ule  of  three  o^ly ;  on  one  of 

ing 


The  Hiflory  of  the  Babyhmans.  4^  x 

ing  in  the  end  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  place,  vente3 
his  rage  on  the  king^  the  inhabitants,  gnd  the  city  itfelf, 
in  the  manner  we  have  already  defcribed. 

Nebttzaradan,  one  of  the  Babylonian  generals,  carried 
^ith  him  feverarprifoners  of  great  diftiiK^ion  to  the  king 
^t  Hiblahi  whither  he  had  retired  during  the  Hege,  and 
they  were  all  by  his  orders  put  to  death.  Among  thefc 
:were  Seraiah  the  high-prieft,  Z^phaniah  the  fecond  prieft, 
Zedekiah's  chief  general,  and  feveral  of  his  favourites  and 
counfellp^rs  [. 

Nebuchadnezzar,  having  thus  put  an  end  to  the  IfraeU 
itifh  kingdom,  and  appointed  Gedaliah  as  a  kind  of  gover- 
nor over  the  remnant  of  the  meaner  people,  whom  he  left 
behind  to  cultivate  the  land «,  returned  once  more  to  hi« 
oietropolis,  adding  great  ftrength  and  glory  to  it,  by  the 
imn^enfe  booty  he  brought  with  him,  and  a  numerous  ac- 
ceffion  of  new  inhabitants* 

With  the  gold  he  amafled  in  this  expedition,  it  is  thought 
lie  erefted*  the  monftrous  coloffus  of  that  metal,  inlio- 
nour  of  his  god  Bel,  in  the  plain  of  Dura,  in  the  province 
«0f  Babylon.  It  was  fixty  cubits  in  height,  and  fix  cubits 
in  breadth,  and  entirely  of  gold.  Having  fummoned  to- 
fjether  all  his  princes,  governors,  captains,  judges,  trea- . 
iurers,  counfellors,  and  the  rulers  of  provinces,  to  the 
<ledication  of  this  idol,  proclamation  was  made,  that  all 
people,  nations,  and  languages,  ihould,  on  hearing  the 
found  of  various  mufical  inftruments,  fall  down  and  wor- 
Aiip  the  golden  image  Nebuchadnezzar,  the  king  had  fet 
4ip,  on  pain  of  being  immediately  thrown  into  ^  burning 
furnace.  It  was  on  this  occafion,  that  the  three  Hebrew 
youths,  Shadrach,  Mefhach,  and  Abednego,  refufing  to 
comply  with  the  king's  command,  were  miraculoufly  pre- 
JTerved  in  the  midft  of  the  flames.  Nebuchadnezzar,  who 
viras  an  eye-witnefa  of  the  prodigy,  acknowleging  the 
might  and  power  of  the  God  of  Shadrach,  Mefliach,  and 
Abednego,  decreed,  that  whofoever  ihould  blafpheme  his 
name,  fhould  be  cut  in  pieces,  and  his  houfe  ihould  be 
4:urned  into  a  dunghill  ^ 

This  mighty  prince,  in  the  twenty-fecond  year  of  his  y^.  of  FI. 
reign,  croffed  the  Euphrates,  once  more  to  make  war  on      1763. 
the  weftern  nations.     It  had  been  propheficd,    that  he  Ante  Chr. 
fhould  fubdue  Egypt,  and  treat  her  as  he  had  treated  Ju-       ^^^' 
4ah  }  and  that  the  fame  fate  fliould  befal  the  city  of  Tyre*  '^ 

'  *  Kings  XXV*  x8-^i.  f  Ibid.  ver.  »•  ^  Prideaux, 

lib.  ii*  p.  27*  ^  Dan.  iii.  per  tot. 
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In  coroplctian  of  thcfe  propHecies,  he  fat  down  with  his 
army  before  Tyre }  but,  after  a  thirteen  years  fiege,  had 
nothing  but  an  empty  city  for  his  pains,  moft  of  the  inha« 
bitants  having  retired,  with  their  bed  effeds,  to  a  neigh- 

Yr.  of  Fl.  bouring  ifland  ^.     During  this  long  fiege,  he  completely 
1776.      reduced,  by  detached  parties,  the  Sidonians,  Moabites, 

Ante  Cbr.  Ammonites,  andEdomites;  he  fent  Nebuzaradan  with  a 
^7**       party  into  }udsea>  to  revenge  the  death  of  Gedaliah  \  and 

^  he  carried  off  into  captivity  feven  hundred  and  forty-five 

perfons,  the  poor  remains  of  that  unhappy  people,  thus 
completing  the  defolation  of  the  land  '• 

From  Tyre  Nebuchadnezzar  marched  into  Egypt, 
which  was  promifed  him  as  a  reward  for  the  toil  he  and 
his  army  had  undergone  before  Tyre.  That  kingdom  was 
then  in  great  confufion  and  diforder)  occafioned  by  a  civil 
war  between  Apries  and  Amafis.  Of  this  the  Babylonian 
taking  advantage,  entered  the  country,  flew  great  numbers 
t)f  the  natives,  enriched  hirafelf  and  his  army  with  the 
fpoils  of  that  wealthy  kingdom,  and  returned,  carrying 
with  him  an  immenfe  booty,  and  an  incredible  number 
of  captives.  That  he  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Egypt; 
that  he  fpoihed  and  laid,  waile  that  country,  and  carried 
great  humbers  of  the  inhabitants  into  captivity,  is  manir 
fcft  from  the  prophecies  of  Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel :  but 
whether  or  no  he  appointed  Amaiis,  fo  famed  arnong  the 
Egyptians,  his  lieutenant  or  viceroy  therej  as  fome  have 
conje£i;ured,  is  what  we  will  not  take  upon  us  to  aflert, 
fince  we  know  nothing  for  certain  concerning  this  expe? 
dition,  but  what  we  learn  from  the  above  mentioned 
prophets.  It  mult  have  been  about  this  time  that  he  con« 
quered  the  Ethiopians,  Libyans,  and  the  other  nations 
mentioned  by  Ezekiel  *"* 

Thus  far  we  have  feen  him  a  warrior,  far  excelling  all 
the  Babylonian  princes  who  went  before^  him  ;  and,  hav- 
ing done  with  his  martial  exploits,  we  muft  retire  with 
him  to  Babylon,  and  take  a  view  of  his  tranfa£lions  there. 
As  the  magnificence  of  that  city  is  wholly  attributed  to  him, 
we  (hall  here  defcribe  it  as  one  of  the  chief  works  of  that 
monarch  who  was  equally  grpat  in  peace  and  in  war.  In 
this  defcription  we  fhall  tread  in  the  footfteps,  and  follow 
the  method  of  the  learned  dean  Prideau}^  \ 

k  Ezek.  xxvi.  S'-i6.  xxvii.  xxviii.  &c.  ^  Jcrcm.  Hi.  3^ 

£zek.  iv.  5,  6.  <&  Ezek*  xxx.  4— lo.  ^  PrideauX 

CoiiMe^r  t^ok  ii.  p^rt  J*  p.  94j  ^  feq. 
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Semiramis  is  faid  by  foitie,  and  Belus  by  otberfii  %  ta  have  Balyhw 
founded  this  city.  But,  by  whomfocver  it  was  founded,  dejcrih€d% 
Nebuchadnezzar  was  the  perfon  who  put  the  lad  hand  to 
it,  and  made  it  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world.  The 
moft  famous  works  in  and  about  it  were  the  walls  of  the 
city,  the  temple  of  Belus,  Nebuchadnezzar's  palace,  the 
hanging-gardens,  the  banks  of  the  river,  the  artificial  lake^ 
and  canals. 

The  city  was  furrounded  with  walls,  in  thicknefs  eighty- 
feven  feet,  in  height  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  and  in 
compafe  four  hundred  and  eight yfurlong«P,  or  fixty  of  our 
miles.  Thus  Herodotus,  who  was  himfelf  at  Baby- 
lon \  and  though  fome  difagree  with  him  in  certain  parti- 
culars, yet  moft  writers  giv^  tis  the  fame,  or  nearly  the 
fame  dimenfions  ^  (A).  Thefe  walls  formed  an  exa£t 
fquare  %  each  fide  of  which  were  a  hundred  and  twenty 
furlongs,  or  fifteen  miles  in  length,  all  built  of  large 
bricks,  cemented  together  with  bitumen,  a  glutinous  (lime^ 
iw^ch  IfiTues  out  of  the  earth  in  that  country,  and  in  a  (hort 
time  grows  harder  than  the  very  brick  and  ftonc,  which  it 
cements.  Thejcity  was  encompafled,  without  the  walls, 
Mrlth  a  vaft  ditch  filled  with  water,  and  lined  with  bricks 
on  both  fides ;  and,  as  the  earth  that  was  dug  out  of  it 
ferved  to  make  the  bricks,  we  may  judge  of  the  depth  and 
largenefs  of  the  ditch  from  the  height  and  thicknefs  of  the 
walk.  In  the  whole  compafs  of  the  wall  there  were  a 
hundred  gates,  that  is,  twenty-five  on  each  of  the  four 
fides,  all  made  of  folid  brafs.    Between  every  two  of  thefe 

f  Abyden.  ex  Mega^I>«  apud  Eufeb.  Pracp.  Evang.  lib.  ix.  p.  457; 
Quint.  Curt.  lib.  v<  cap.  i.  p  Herodot.   lib.  i.  cap.  178* 

qPlin.  Hift.  Nat.  lib.  vi,  cap.  i€.  Pliilpftr,  lib.  i.  cap.  18.  r  Quint. 
Curt.  lib.  V.  cap.  f.  Strabo^  lib.  xyi.  p. '7^3.  Diod.  Sic.  4ib.  ii« 
p.  ^5.   Arrian.  de  Expedit.  Alex.  lib.  vii. 

(A)    Diodorus  Siculus    di-  op  eachfi^e  of  the  top  of  thef^ 

miniihes  the  circumference  of  walls,  which,  according  to  him, 

thefe  walls  vtxy  confiderAbly,  were  but  one  floty  high;  which 

and  takes  fomewhat  from  the  may  pretty  well  reconcile  them 

height  of  them,  as  in  Hero-  together  in  this  refpe6i.     It  is 

dotus,  though  he  fecms  to  add  obferved,  that  thofe  who  give 

to  their  breadth,    by  faying,  the  height  of  thefe  walls  but 

that  &c  chariots  might  drive  a-  at  fifty  cubitd,  fpeak  of  them 

breaft  thereof  ;    while  the  for-  only  as  they  were  after  the 

iper  writes,    that  one  chariot  time  of  Darius  Hyftalpis,  who 

only  might  turn  upon  them  f  had  caufed  them  to  be  beaten 

but  then  he  places  buildings  down  to  that  level. 

£  64  .  gatesj 
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gately  at  proper  diftances,  were  three  towers  i  and  fouf 
more  at  the  four  corner^  of  this  great  fquare,  $^nd  three 
between  each  of  thefe  comers  and  the  next  gate  on  cither 
lide}  and  each  of  thefe  towers  was  ten  feet  higher  than 
the  walls.  But  this  is  to  be  underftood  only  of  thofe  parts 
pf  the  walls  where  towers  were  needful  for  defen(:e  « :  for 
fome  parts  of  them  being  upon  a  morafs,  and  inaccelEble 
by  an  enemy,  there  the  labour  and  expence  was  fpared.  Th^ 
whole  number,  then,  of  thefe  towers  amounted  to  nq 
more  than  two  hun\lred  and  fifty,  whereas  a  much  greater 
number  would  have  been  neceffary  to  have  made  the  xmi- 
formity  complete  all  round.  From  the  twenty-five  gates 
in  each  fide  of  this  fquare,  there  was  a  ilrait  ftreet,  exu 
tending  to  the  eorrefponding  gate  in  the  oppofite  wall, 
whence  the  whole  number  of  the  ftreets  muft  have  bees 
but  fifty  $  but  then  they  were  each  about  fifteen  miles 
long;  twentyofiye  pf  them  crolGng  the  other  twenty-five 
exa^Uy  at  right  angles '.  Befides  thefe  four  ftreets,  wc 
muft  reckon  four  half-ftreets,  which  were  but  rows  of 
of  houfes  facing  the  four  inner  fides  of  the  walls.  Thefe 
four  half^ftreets  were  properly  the  four  fides  of  the  ci^ 
within  the  walls,  and  were  each  of  them  two  hundred 
feet  broads  the  whole  ftreets  being  about  a  hundred  and 
£fty  of  the  (ame.  By  this  interfe£iion  of  the  fifty  ftreetSf 
the  city  was  divided  into  fix  hundred  and  feventy-fix 
fquares,  •each  of  fopr  furlongs  and  a  half  on  each  fide,  or 
tMTO  miles  and  a  quarter  in  compafs.  Round  thefe  fquares 
on  every  fide  towards  the  ftreets  ftood  the  houfes,  all  ci 
three  or  four  (lories  in  height,  and  beautified '  with  all 
manner  of  ornaments  i  and  the  fpace  within  each  of  thefe 
fquares  was  all  void,  and  taken  up  by  court-yards  and  gar- 
dens, either  for  pleafure  or  convenience. 

A  branch  of  the  Euphrates  divided  the  city  into  two^ 
running  through  the  midft  of  it,  ffom  north  to  fouth,  oyer 
which,  in  the  very  middle  of  the  city,  was  a  bridge,  a 
furlong  in  length  ",  or  rather  more,  and  indeed  much  more, 
if  we  belieyc  fome  authors,  who  fay  it  was  no  lefe 
than  five  ftadia  or  furlongs  in  length,  thpugh  but  tthirty 
feet  broad>  a  difference  we  fhall  never  be  ^ble  to  decide : 
this  bridge,  however,  is  faid  to  have  been  built  with  won- 
d^rful  art ',  to  fupply  a  defe£l  in  the  bed  pf  the  river,  which 

4  Diod.  Sk.  lib.  ii.  p.  Cg«    %  (  Herodot,  ubi  fupra,  cap.  iS«. 

f  Diod.  iiQ*  lib.  )!•  p.  67.  t  Hero4ot.  ubi  fupra,  Pbiloftr. 

lib.  i.  o  Stmb.  ubi/qpra*  p.  73^.  '  JDiod.  Sic.iib. 

ii.   p.  6S.      Herodot.  lib.    i.  cap,    i86*     Quint,  Cuit.    lib.  v* 
f ap.  1^    Pbiloftr.  lib,  i.  ofp.  1^,  "" 

^as 
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waa  e^i^pofed  of  fatid*  At  each  end  of  this  bridge  were 
two  palaces  * ;  the  old  palace  on  the  eafl:  Cde,  the  new  on 
the  weft  fide  of  the  river  ^  the  former  of  which  took  up 
four  of  the  Squares  above  mentioned,  and  the  latter 
oine.  The  fee<ople  of  Belus^  which  ftood  next  to  the  old 
palace^  employed  another  of  the  fame  fquares. 

The  whole  city  ftood  in  a  large  plain,,  in  a  very  fat  and 
deep  foil  * ;  that  part  or  half  of  it,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
river,  was  the  old  city  * ;  and  the  other  on' the  weft  was 
added  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  both  being  included  within  the 
fquare  bounded  by  the  walls  above  mentioned.  The  form 
of  the  whole  was  feemingly  borrowed  from  .Nineveh, 
which  was  alfo  four  hundred  and  eighty  furlongs  \  <  but, 
though  it  was  equal  in  dimenfions  to  this  city,  k  was  lefs 
with  refped:  to  its  form»  which  was  ,a  parallelogram  ^j 
whereas  that  of  Babylon  was  an  exaA  fquare  \  it  is  fup<- 
|K>fed9  that  Nebuchadnezzar,  who  had  deftroyed  that  old 
feat  of  the  Afiyrian  empire,  pcopofed'that  this  new  one 
ihould  exceed  it  in  magnitude  and  magnificence  *• 

.But  it  plainly  appears  that  it  was  never  wholly  inhar 
bited  ;  fo  that^  even  in  the  meridian  of  its  glory,  it  may 
be  compared  with  the  flower  of  the  field,  which  flouriftiea 
to-day,  and  to^norrow  is  no  more ;  for,  as  we  fhall  fee 
in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  it  never  had  time  to  grow  up 
to  what  Nebuchadnezzar  vifihly  intended  it  (hould  rife  ^ 
for  Cyrus  removing  the  feat  of  the  empire  foon  after  ta 
Shuihan,  Babylon  fell  by  degrees  to  utter  decay  (B). 

t  Berpf. apud  Jofeph.  Antiq.  Jud.  lib.  x.  cj|p.  1 1*  *  Herodot« 

ubi  fiipr^>  cap.  193.  ^  Berof.  ubi  fupra.  r  Diodor.  Sicul. 

ubi  fupra,  p«  65.  *  Vide  Prid.  ConneA.  o^  the  Hid.  of  the 

Old  and  Itfew  Teft amen t/ vol.  i.  book  ii.  p.  97.  in  Svo. 

(B)  But  fo  far  was  it  from  Iquare  furlongs  were  then  built 

beinti;  finished  according  to  its  upon,    but  the    whole    fpace 

original  defign,  that,  when  A-  within  the. walk.containedfouri* 

lexander  came  to  Babylon,  Q4  teen  thouiand    four    hundred 

Cui^ius  tells  U4,   '^  no  more  fquare  furlongs,  and  therefore 

than  ninety  furlongs  of  it  were  there  mud  have  been  fix  thou- 

then  buUt ;  which  can  no  other-  fand  three  hundred  fquare  fur- 

wife  be  uuderftopd  than  of  fa  longs  unbuilt,  which,  Curtius 

much  in  length  ;  and  if  we  al-  tells  us,  were  ploughed  and 

low  the  breadth  to  be  as  much  fown.  Belides,the  houfes  were 

as  the  length  (which  is  the  ut-  not  conxiguous,  but  all  built 

inoft  that  can  be  allowed) ,  it  with  a  void  fpace  on  each  fide^ 

will  follow,  th^t  no  more  than  between  boufe  and  houfe*" 
^igbt  fhoufand   one  hundred 

The 
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fgmpli  •/  The  next  great  undertaking  of  Nebuchadnezzar  was  th6 
£//«/•  temple  of  Bclus.  The  wonderful  tower,  however,  that 
flood  in  the  middle  of  it,  was  not  his  work,  but  built 
many  agee  before  \  that  and  the  famous  tower  of  Babel 
being,  as  is  commonly  fuppofed,  "the  fame  ftru£ture*. 
This  tower,  as  to  its  form  and  dimenfions,  we  have  de-r 
fcribed  already;  and  therefore  (hall  only  add,  that  the 
afcent  was  by  flairs  on  the  outfide,  drawn  in  a  floping 
line  from  the  bottom  to  the  top  eight  times  round  it ;  ex- 
hibiting the  appearance  of  eight  towers,  one  above  the 
other.  The  eight  towers,  as  they  are  called,  were  each  of 
them  feventy-five  feet  high.  Till  the  time  of  Nebuchad-^ 
nezzar,  it  is  thought  this  tower  was  the  whole  temple  of 
Belus ;  but  he  made  great  additions  thereto,  by  vait  edi-r 
iices  ere£ted  round  it  ^,  in  a  fquare  of  two  furlongs  on 
every  fide,  and  juft  a  mile  in  civcmnference»  which  ex* 
ceeded  the  fquare  at  the*  temple  of  Jerufalem  by  one  thouT 
(and  eight  hundred  feet  '«  On  the  outfide  of  tkefe  build* 
ings  was  a  wall,  which  inclofed  the  whole  \  and  in  confix 
deration  of  the  regularity  wherewit^i  this  city  was  to  all 
appearance  marked  out,  it  is  fuppofed,  that  this  wall  was 
equal  to  the  fquare  of  the  city  wherein  it  ftood,  and  is  fb 
concluded  to  have  been  two  miles  and  a  half  in  circumferT 
ence.  In  this  wall  were  feveral  gates  leading  into  the  tem- 
ple, and  all  of  folid  brafs  ;  fuppofed  to  have  been  made  oat 
of  the  brazen  fea,  brazen  pillars,  and  other  vefiels  and 
ornaments  of  the  kind,  which  Nebuchadnezzar  had  tranC* 
ported  from  Jerufalem ;  for  in  this  temple  he  is  faid  to 
nave  dedicated  the  fpoils  of  that  expedition  *. 

In  the  fame  place  were  feveral  images  or  idols  of  mafff 
gold,  one  of  them  forty  feet  in  height,  the  fame,  as  fupr 
pofed  with  that  which  Nebuchadnezzar  confecrated  in  the 
plains  of  Dura.  This  laft  is  faid  to*  have  been  fixty  cu- 
bits, or  ninety  feet  high,  which,  though  it  vaftly  exceeds 
,thc  dimenfions  of  the  former ;  yet  is  thought  to  have  been 
fo  extraordinary  for  iize,  that  attempts  have  been  made  to 
prove  they  were  the  fame,  by  fuppofing  that  in  the  ninety 
feet,  the  height  of  the  pedeflal  is  included,  and  that  the 
forty  feet  are  reckoned  for  the  height  of  the  ftatue  without 
the  pedcftal.  As  it  is  faid  to  have  weighed  one  thoufand 
talents  of  Babylon,  it  is  thence  computed  that  it  was  worth 
three  millions  and  a  half  of  our  money  ^.    In  a  word,  the 

«  Bochart.  Phalegr.   par.  i.  lib.  i.  cap.  9.  r  Herodot.  ^bi 

fupra.  s  Prid.  Connect,    vol.  i.  part  i«  hook  ii.  p.  ie«* 

in  8vo.  »  Dan.  i.  »•    a  Chvon.  xxxvi.  7.  ^  Frid.  ubi 

fupra,  p.  ioi« 

weight 
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weight  of  the  ftatues  and  decorations  according  to  Diodo- 
rus  iSiculus,  amounting  to  five  thoufand  and  odd  talents  in 
gold,  the  whole  is  eftimated  at  above  one-and-twenty  mil- 
lions of  our  money ;  and  the  like  fum  is  allowed  for  the 
treafure,  utenfils,  and  ornaments* 

Next  to  this  temple,   on  the   eaft  fide  of  the  river,  The  tw§ 
flood  the  pld  palace  of  the  kings  of  Babylon,  four  miles  Z^^^'- 
in  circuit*.    Exaftly  oppofite  to  it,  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  river,  was  the  new  palace  built  by  Nebuchadnezzar, 
(eight  miles  in  circumference  \ 

But  nothing  was  more  wonderful  at  Babylon  than  the  T^^  ^^H* 
hanging  gardens,  which  Nebuchadnezzar  made  in  com^  'f^  ^^'^'" 
plai&nce  to  his  wife  Amyite,  who  being  a  Mede,  and  re- 
taining a  ftfong  inclination  for  the  mountains  and  forefts 
of  her  own  country,  defired  to  have  fomething  like  them 
at  Babylon.  They  are  faid  tp  have  contained  a  fquare  of 
four  plethra,  or  four  hundred  feet,  on  each  fide,  and  to 
have  confided  of  terraces  one  above  another,  carriod  up 
to  the  height  of  the  wall  of  the  city ;  the  afcent  from  ter- 
race to  terrace  being  by  fteps  ten  teet  wide.  The  whole 
pile  confided  of  fubdantial  arches  upon  arches,  and  was 
ftrengthened  by  a  wall  furrounding  it  on  every  fide, 
twenty-two  feet  thick.  The  floor  on  each  of  them  were 
formed  in  this  order  :  fird,  on  the  tops  of  the  arches  was 
laid  a  bed  or  pavement  of  dones  fixteen  feet  long,  and 
four  feet  broad ;  over  this  was  a  layer  of  reed  mixed  with 
a  great  quantity  of  bitumen ;  and  over  this  two  courfes  of 
brick,  clofely  cemented  together  with  plader ;  above  all 
thefe  were  thick  fheets  of  lead,^  and  on  thefe  again  the 
earth  or  mould  of  the  garden.  This  floorage  was  defigned 
to  retain  the  moidure  of  the  mould,  that  was  fo  deep  as 
to  give  root  to  the  greated  trees  which  were  planted  uporj 
every  terrace,  together  with  great  variety  of  herbs,  flowers, 
and  vegetables,  pleafing  to  the  eye.  Upon  the  uppermoft 
of  thefe  terraces  was  a  refervoir,  filled  by  a  certain  en«i 
gine  with  water  from  t\\t  river,  from  whence  the  gardens 
on  the  other  terraces  were  fupplied. 

Thp  other  works  attributed  to  Nebuchadnezzar  by  Be^  Tht  banisf 
rofus  and  Abydenus  were  the  banks  of  the  river,  the  ar-  artificial 
tificial  canals,  (and  the  finifliing  the.  great  artificial  lake,  ^^^^^»^» 
faid  to  have  been  funk  by  Semiramis.    The  canals  were    ^  '* 
cut  out  on  the  sad  fide  of  the  Euphrates,  to  convey  the 
waters  of  that  river,  when  it  .overflowed  its  banks,  into 

»  Strab.  lib.  xvi.  p.  731.  »  Diodor*  Sicul.  ubi  fuprs. 

Fbiloftrat.  ubi  fupra* 
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Ac  Tigris^  before  they  readied  Babylon  *.  fiit  cbie^  of 
thefe  canals  was  the  Naannalchay  of  which  we  haTe  fpokea 
before. 

The  Jake  was  on  the  weft  fide  of  Babylon^  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  lowed  computation,  forty  miles  fquare, 
one  hundred  and  fixty -inxompafs,  and  in  depth  thirty-fiye 
feet,*  as  we  read  in  Herpdotus,  or  feventy-five  accordine 
.  to  Megafthenes-  This  lake  was  dug  to  Yeceive  the  wa- 
fers of  the  river,  while  the  'banks  were  building  on  each 
fide  of  it :  but  both  the  lake,  and  -the  oanal  4hat  led  to  i^ 
were  preferred  after  that  work  was  completed,  being 
found  of  great  ufe,  not  only  to  prevent  all  overflowings, 
but  to  keep  water  all  the  year,  as  in  a  common  refervoir, 
to  be  let  out,  on  proper  occafions,  by  iluices,  for  the  im< 
provement  of  the  land. 

The  banks  were  built  of  'brick  and  bitumen,  on  both 
lides  of  the  river,  to  keep  it  within  its  channel ;  and  were 
carried  on  each  fide  throughout  the  whole  length  of  the 
city,'  and  even  farther,  according  to  fome  authors,  who 
reckon  they  extended  one  hundred  and  fixty  furlongs,  or 
twenty  miles ;  whence  it  is  concluded  they  muft  have  be* 
gun  two  miles  and  a  half  above  the  city,  and  have  been 
continued  an  equal  diftance  below  it,  the  length  of  the 
city  being  no  more  than  fifteen  miles*  Within  the  city 
they  were  built  from  the  bottom  of  the  river,  and  of  the 
fame  thicknefs  with  the  walls  of  the  city  itfelf.  Oppo£te 
to  each  ftreet,  on  either  fide  the  river,  was  a  brazen  gate 
in  the  wall  '^,  with  ftairs  leading  dovm  from  it  to  the  river : 
thefe  gates  were  open  in  the  day,  and  ihut  at  night. 

Berofus,  Megafthenes,  and  Abydenus,  attribute  all  thefe 
works  to  Nebuchadnezzar  ;  but  Herodotus  tells  us,  the 
bridge,  the  banks,  and  the  lake,  werethe  workof  a  queen 
who  reigned  after  him,  called  Nitocris,  who  may  have 
jiniQied  what  Nebuchadnezzar  left  imperfed,  and  thence 
have  bad  -the  honour  this  hiftorian  gives  her  of -the  whole  *=. 

The  .tower  or  temple  «ftood  to  the  time  of  Xerxes.  But 
that  prince,  in  his  return  from  the  Grecian  expedition, 
having  firft  plundered  it  of  its  immenfe  wealth,  demo- 
lilhed  the  whole,  and  laid  it  in  ruins.  Alexander,  on  his 
return  to  Babylon  from  his  Indian  expedition,  propofed 
•to  rebuild  >t,  and  accordingly  fet  ten  thoufand  men  on 

•^Berof.  afMid  Jofepb.    Abyden.  «pud  Eufeb*    tierodot.   liH.  i« 
cap.  185.    Megalt.ut^i  fuprat  ^  Comp.  Beraf.  ubi  fupra^ 

wiih  'Herodot.  ubi  fupra, '  <  Vide  Prid,  ubi  fopra.  p*  1 05. 
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trdrk  to  clear  away  tlie  rubbifli*  Btit  His  death  bappeAw 
ing  foon  after,  a  Hop  was  put  to  att  farther  proceedings  m 
that  defign.  After  the  death  of  that  Conqueror,  the  city  of 
Babylon  began  to  decline  apace  ^  a  deday  chiefly  owing  to* 
the  neighbourhood  of  Sdeucia,  built  oy  Seleucus  Nica« 
tor,  as  it  is  faid,  to  mortify  the  Babyloniant,  and  peo»r 
pled  with  five  hundred  thoufand  perfons  drawn  from  Ba^^ 
bylon^  which  continued  declining  till  the  very  people  of 
oountry  were  at  a  lofs  to  tell  where  it  bad  ftood. 

We  have  new  feen  this  firft  Babylonian  nK>narch9  pr6«« 
perly  fo  called,  in  all  his  ihajefty,  both  at  home  and 
abroad :  what  we  have  remaining  to  fay  of  him  will  be  o£ 
a  different  nature  ;  for  we  (hall  fee  him  under  great  trou- 
ble and  aifxiety  of  mind>  and  even,  as  the  text  is  coihw 
nionly  underftood,  degraded  beneath  the  meaneft  of  the 
race  of  mankind,  and  exhibited  as  an  example  of  terror  to 
all  fuch  princes  as  are  fwoln  with  vanity^  and  intoxicated 
with  power. 

He  was  fcafce  returned  from  his  late  wars,  when  he  Yr.  of  FU 
had  the  famous  dream  of  the  tree  that  was  to  be  hewn  a '''^ih 
down.    His  wife  men,  aftrologers,  and  Ghaldaeans,  whom     "  *  ^  '* 
he  confulted  in  the  firft  place,  not  being  able  to  give  him  .^ 

any  fatisfaf^ory  interpretation  of  fuch  an  extraordinary  vi«  N^huAad- 
fion,  he  at  length  revealed  it  to  Daniel^  who  having  hreard  ffifvxm^i 
it  **  was  aftoniflied  for  one  hour,  and  hia  thoughts  trou-  ij^^^-^ 
bled  him  ^"  At  length,  after  he  had  recovered  from  hit 
furprize,  he  deprecated  the  eWl  omen,  and  excufed  him>« 
felf  to  the  king,  who  was  very  fbUcitous  with  him  to  utter 
the  truth  without  fear  or  difguife.  Thus  adjured,  he  tolt^ 
him,  the  tree  he  faw  was  meant  of  hinifelf ;  that,  by  the 
order  of  the  watcher,  and  the  holy  one,  concerning  the 
tree,  it  was  fignified,  that  he  fhould  be  driven  out  fron» 
the  focietyof  men,  and  become  as  a  beaft;  and  that  tnf 
fine,  he  fhould  fo  continue,  till  he  had  been  brought  to  a 
due  fenfc  of  the  fupremacy  and  omnipdlcnce  of  God  :  that 
the  ftump  of  the  tree,  which  was  to  be  left,  fignified  that 
the  kingdom  fhould  neverthelefs  revert  to  him  once  more 
after  all  his  misfortunes. 

This  extraordinary  fentence,  thus  pronounced  by  a  man  Yr*  of  FU 
whom  he  muft  entirely  have  relied  on,  feems  to  have   a '''^?C. 
made  no  lafling  impreffion  upon  him,  as  it  was  not  im-,    "r6o.  ^* 
mfcdiately  executed.     About  twelve  month  afterwards,  as  — 1..«^« 
he  was  walking  in  his  palace,  or  on  the  uppermoft  of  the 
terraces  of  his  hanging  garden,  contemplating  the  glories 
of  the  city  he  had  adorned,  unable  to  contain  the  pride  of  His  pride 
his  heart,  he  exclaimed,  "  Is  not  this  great  Babylon,  thaf  ^^^^^-^ 

c  Dan«  lv«  19,  *  fcq«  ( 
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I  have  built  for  the  houfe  of  the  kingdom,  by  th^  mighf 
of  my  power,  and  for  the  honour  of  my  majefty  ?'*  He  had 
no  fooner  pronounced  this  infolent  ejaculation,  than  there 
came  a  voice  from  heaven,  faying^  *^  O  king  Nebuchad*' 
nezzar,  to  thee  it  is  fpoken,  the  kingdom  is  departed  from 
thee**.'*  Immediately  he  was  driven  from  the  fociety  of 
men,  and  dwelt  with  the  beafts  of  the  field,  and  he  eat 

Srafs  as  an  ox  ;  and  his  body  was  wet  with  the  dew  of 
eaven,  till  his  hairs  were  grown  like  eagles  feathers,  and 
his  nails  like  bird's  claws.  Thus  runs  the  letter  of  the 
text,  which  is  fometimes  taken  in  the  literal  meaning,  on 
the  fuppofition  that,  lofing  his  fenfes,  he  wandered  about 
in  the  fields,  and  there  took  up  his  abode  with  the  cattle, 
till  feven  times,  or  feven  years,  had  pafied  over  his  head  ^  $ 
but,  concerning  this  metamorphofis,  and  the  duration  (C) 
of  it»  there  are  a  great  variety  of  opinions. 

During  this  interval  the  reins  of  government  were  ma- 
naged by  his  fon  Evil-Merodach,  whofe  mifcondu£k  drew 
upon  him  the  heavy  difpleafure  of  his  father,  when  he 
came  to  underftand  the  particulars  of  his  adminiilration  j 
for,  when  his  feven  years  of  humiliation  expired,  he  refumed 
the  reins,  and  threw  his  fon  into  the  prifon  where  Jehoia- 
chin,  the  captive  kingof  Judah,  bad  lain  upwards  of  thirty 
Yr*  of  Fl«  years.     Having  thus  fatisfied  his  injured  fubje^s  by  this 
1786.       exemplary  juftice  on  his  own  fon,  and  given  the  honour 
Ante  Cnr.  ^^^  praife  due  to  God,  and  acknowleged  him  to  be  above 
'       all ;  and  all  this  by  a  public  decree,  he  continued  in  the 
Hu  dioik.   pofieflion  of  his  kingdom  ^  year  longer,  and  then  died^ 

'  Dan.  iv.  31,  &  feq.  «  Prid.  ubi  fupra, 

(C)  *'  Origen  believed  the  are  many  other  conjectures  con- 
thing  to  be  impoflible,  and  cerning  the  manner  of  this  ac* 
turned  it  into  allegory*  Bodin  cident,  with  which  it  is  need- 
thought  he  was  really  changed  lefs  to  trouble  the  reader,  any 
into  a  bull,  and  that  he  lofl  more  than  with  the  various 
even  the  foul  of «  man ;  while  opinions  concerning  its  dura- 
others  maintain  he  was  changed  tion ,  feme  maintaining  that  the 
as  to  the  body  only,  retainmg  feven  years  of  Nebuchadnezzar 
his  reafon,  as  Apuleius  did  muft  be  reduced  to  three  and  a 
while  an  afs.  Some  rabbins  half;  others  are  for  reducing 
have  pretended  that  the  foul  of  it  to  twenty -one  months  ;  and 
Nebuchadnezzar  defcrted  his  Peter  Comefter  allows  but  fe- 
body,  and,  for  a  time,  gave  ven.  But  thebulk  ofcommen- 
place  to  the  foul  of  an  ox,  tators  conclude,  that  we  need 
which  degraded  him  into  all  no  interpreter  but  Daniel  him- 
the  inclinations  and  fenfations  felf,  who  plainly  means  whole 


of  that  animal  (1)."     There    years 

(i)Calmct,Dia.  Bibl. 
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after  having  reigned  forty-three  years  alone,  and  ahout 
twenty  months  with  his  father. 

The  circumftances  of  his  death  are  omitted  in  Scripture ; 
but  may  be  fupplied  from  thofe  prophane  writers  who  tell 
us,  that^  after  all  the  great  things  they  report  him  to  havq 
done,  he  afcended  to  the  top  of  hi^  palace,  and  that,  being 
there  fuddenly  feized  by  a  fpirit  from  heaven,  he  prophe- 
fied  to  this  efieft,  and  in  thefe  words :  **  Behold,  O  Ba*  Hlsprg^ 
bylonians,  I  foretel  you  a  calamity  at  hand,  which,  not  P^^(J^* 
the  fates,  nor  our  forefather  Belus,  nor  even  our  queea 
Beltis  may  poffibly  avert.  A  Perfian  mule  (hall  come, 
and,  by  the  afliftance  of  your  own  gods,  fhall  load  your 
necks  with  the  mod  galling  yoke;  and  this  deftrudlion 
(hall  befall  you  by  the  means  of  a  Mede,  in  whom  the 
AfTyrians  were  wont  to  glory.  O  would  that  he,  ere  thus 
he  betrays  my  people,  were  fwallowed  up  by  fome  whirls- 
pool,  or  overwhelmed  in  the  depths  of  the  fea ;  or  that  • 
hurried  away  into  fome  lonely  defert,  he  might  there  re- 
main a  wanderer,  never  to  behold  again  the  footfteps  of 
mankind,  and  never  to  fee  aught  but  birds  and  beafts  of 
prey  !  O  grant  unto  me,  before  he  is  agitated  by  this  rage  . 
of  mind,  to  fliare  a  happier  end ! "  Thus  faying,  he  was 
fuddenly  fnatched  from  the  fight  of  men :  the  fame  end 
Semiramis  is  faid  to  have  made  ^ 

He  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Evil-Merodach,  Ilvoradam, 
Ebidan-Mcrodach,  or  Evil-Maluruch,  who,  by  a  falfc 
ftep  he  took  in  his  father's  life-time,  may,  perhaps,  be  faid 
to  have  laid  the  foundation  of  that  animofity  in  the  Medes 
and  Perfians,  which  brought  on  the  diffolution  of  the 
Babylonian  empire.  For  having,  in  a  great  hunting  match, 
on  occafion  of  his  marriage  with  Nitocris,  entered  the 
country  of  the  Medes,  and  fonie  of  his  troops  coming  up 
-at  the  fame  time  to  relieve  the  garrifons  in  thofe  places, 
he  joined  them  to  thofe  he  had  already  with  him,  and, 
without  the  lead  provocation,  began  to  plunder  and  lay 
wafte  the  neighbouring  country.  Hereupon  Aftyages, 
the  Mede,  attended  by  his  fon  Cyaxares,  his  grandfon 
Cyrus,  theft  near  fixteen  years  of  age,  and  fuch  troops  as 
could  be  aflembled  on  fo  fudden  an  emergency,  marched 
out  to  meet  him,  determined  to  repel  force  by  for'ce.  The 
parties  engaging,  Evil-Merodach  was  put  to  the  rout,  and 
purfued,  with  great  daughter,  quite  to  his  own  borders  «. 

Evil-Merodach,  in  the  very  beginning  of  his  reign,  de- 
livered Jehoiachin,  the  unhappy  king  of  Judah,  from  the 
prifon  to  which  he  had  been  confined  fo^  the  fpace  of 

f  Megafth.  ex  Abyd.  apud  Eufeb.  Prscp.  Evang.  lib,  ix.  cap.  41* 
P*  4i$«  f  Cyropacd,  lib.  i. 
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thirty-feven  yearsr  and  treated  him  ever  aftenxrards  a«  % 

ling.     We  know  nothing  farther  concerning  £vil-Mero* 

dacn,  except  that,  indulging  himfelf  in  floth  and  wicked- 

nefs^  he  was  treacheroufly  murdered  by  his  fifter's  huf* 

f>and|  Nerigliflar^  after  he  had  reigned  two  years,  and 

fomewhat  more  ^. 

Yr«  of  Fl.      Nerigliflari  Nirigliflbroor,  or  Niricaffi>iafiuru«y  who  is 

•7W«      reprefented  as  the  chief  of  the  confpiratora  ag^KiAft  Evil- 

^'*c6o.  ^'  Merodach,  ufurpcd  the  throne.    This  prince,  jealous  of 

the  growing  power  of  the  Medes  and  Perfiansy^  difpatched 

Nnijgiifar*  ambaflfadors  into  Lydia,    Cappadocia,    Fbrygia,    Caria, 

t^aphlagonia,  Cilicia,  and  evea  lo  the  Indies,  to  excite 

the  like  jealoufies  in  the  princes  of  tbaie  countries,  and 

iniligate  them  againft  the  two  above  mentioned  nations^ 

as  their  common  enemies  ^    Cyaxares  informed  of  thefe 

intrigues,  recalled  Cyrus  out  of  Perfia  with  a  body  of 

tiiirtv  thoufand  men,  and  appointed  him*  commander  in 

chiet,  both  of  the  Medes  and  PerGansy  in  the  impending 

war  with  the  Babylonians.    Three  year&'were  fpent  by 

both  parties  in  forming  alliances  and  dsaking  preparations. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  fourth,  the  Medes  and  FerCans 

on  one  fide,  under  the  command  of  Cyrus,  and  the  Baby* 

lonians  on  the  other,  with  their  airies>  under  the  condu£l 

of  Nerigliflary  and  Croefus  king  of  Lydia,  took  the  field. 

Ihe  Babylonian  army  confifted  of  a  mixed  midtitude  of 

various  nations :  for  Croefus,  king  of  Lydia,  came  with 

ten  thoufand  horfe  and  upwards  of  forty  thoufand  light- 

T*rrw-      armed  foot;    Artamas,    king  of  the    Greater  Phrygia, 

federate      brought  forty  thoufand  foot,  moftly  pikemen,  and  eight 

Th?"        thouland  horfe  ;  Aribaeus,  king  of  Cappadocia,  led  with 

him  fix  thoufand  horfe  and  thirty  thoufand  foot,  moftly 

armed  with  miflile  weapons;    Maragdas,  the  Arabian^ 

condu£ted  ten  thoufand  horfe,  a  hundred  chariotS5  and  a 

freat  number  of  dingers.  Thefe  were  the  confederates  of 
[eriglifTar,  and  fuch  the  quotas  they  refpe^ively  fumiflied. 
As  for  Neriglifiar  himielf,  he  headed  no  more  than 
twenty  thoufand  horfe,  two  hundred  chariots,  and  infantry 
proportionable.  Whether  or  no  this  confederate  army  re- 
ceived any  farther  addition  is  not  certain ;  but  the  Carians, 
Cilicians,  Paphlagonians,  and  fome  others^  feem  to  have 
receded  from  their  firft  engagements.  The  army  of  the 
Medes  and  Perfians  did  not  amount  to  above  one  third  of 
that  under  the  Babylonian  king,  till  they  were  joined  by  a 
conlidcrable  reinforcement  under  Tigranes  the  Armeaiaii. 

fc  Berof.  apud  Jofcph.  lib,  L  contra  Aplon*       *  Xenoph.  Cyrtf- 
piKd.  lib.i.  p.  36,  &  ftq. 
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In  the  midft  of  tbefe  great  preparations  for  war  ambafla- 
dors  arrived  from  India,  to  enquire  into  the  grounds  and 
caufesof  it,  with  an  offer  of  mediation,  if  it  might  be  ac- 
cepted, and  with  a  threat,  in  cafe  it  was  rejefted,  of  join- 
ing thofe  who  ihould  appear  to  have  juftice  6n  their  fide* 

How  this  embaffy  concluded,  is  uncertain  \  but  the  If^ar  be* 
war  began  very  much  to  the  difadvantage  of  Nerigliffar ;  tnveinhim 
for  Cyrus  fubdued  the  Chaldaeans  in  the  mountainous  ^^  d    ^i  d 
country,  from  whence  they  were  wont  to  make  their  in-  Ptrfians. 
curfions  upon  the  country  of  Armenia.  Thefe  Chaldxans^ 
as  they  are  called,  can  have  been  no  other  than  the  proper 
Aflyrians,  who,  for  ought   that  appears,  may  have  beert 
formerly  fo  called  \  but  the  proper  Chaldxans,  and  their 
mountains,  were  at  a  great  diftance   from  any  part  of 
Armenia.    Thefe  Chalda^ns,  according  to  Xenophon's 
defcription,  were  the  moft  valiant  race  of  men  in  all  thofe 
parts,  carrying  no  other  arms  than  a  wicker  fhield  and  ChM^ant 
two  javelins.    They  entered  willingly  into  foreign  pay,  as  »'•*"'  '* 
being  naturally  addicted  to  war,  and  very  poor ;  but  they  ^^^^^^^^ 
were  fubdued  by  Cyrus,  and  obliged  to  make  peace  with 
their  next  neighbours  the  Armenians'. 

The  two  armies  now  appeared  in  fight  of  each  other  1 
the  Affyrians,  or  Babylonians,  under  Nerigliflar,  encamped 
and  fortified  themfelves  with  ftrong  entrenchments,  while 
the  Medes  and  Ferfians  covered  themfelves  only  with  the 
villages  and   hills  in  the  neighbourhood.     In  thiapofture 
they  continued  for  fome  days.     At  length,  the  Affyrians 
leaving  their  entrenchments,  and  drawing  up  in  battle^ 
array,  Cyrus  advanced  to  attack  them  ;  and,  clofing  in 
with  the  enemy,  broke  through  their  firft  battalions.   The  Battle  he- 
Babylonians,  unable  to  ftand  the  fliock,  immediately  betook  tiutkn  thg 
then;ifelves   to   a  precipitate  flight.     Cyrus  purfued  the  ^'^^y^' 
enemy  clofe  to  their  entrenchments,  but,  not  thinking  him-  thi^Uedes. 
/elf  in  a  condition  to  iforce  them,  he  founded  a  retreat. 
Nerigliffar  was  killed  in  the  battle }  and  Cyrus,  returning  NerigUJfat 
next  day  to  the  charge,  drove  the  Babylonians  from  their  /«/«• 
camp,  killed  great  numbers  of  them,  and  took  many  pri- 
foners,  with  the  baggage  of  the  whole  army  \ 

The  death  of  Nerigliffar  was  a  great  lofs  to  the  Babylo- 
nians :  he  was  a  prince  of  great  courage,  condu£t,  and 
wifdom  ;  the  preparations  he  had  made  for  the  war  (hewed 
his  wifdom,  and  his  behaviour  in  battle  evinced  his  va« 
lour.  But  nothing  made  the  Babylonians  more  fenfiblc 
of  their  lofs,  than  the  tyrannical  government  of  his  fon 

1  Cyropjed.  lib.  ii,  p.  <i— 76.    ■        '  Ibid.  &  lib.  i?.  p,  87—104. 
Vot.ni.  Ff  and 
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and  fucccffor  Laborofoarchod,  Labaflbrafc,  or  Chabaf^ 
foarach,  who  was,  in  every  refped,  the  reverfe  of  his 
father,  iddidled  to  all  manner  of  wickednefs,  cruelty,  and 
injuftice.  Two  inftances  of  his  barbarity  towards  the  Baby- 
lonian lords  Gobryas  and  Gadates,  are  particularly  men- 
tioned. The  only  fori  of  the  former  he  flew  at  a  hunting 
match,  to  which  he  had  invited  him,  for  no  other  reafon 
but  becaufe  he  pierced  with  his  dart  k  wild  bcafl:  which 
the  king  had  mifled.  The  other  he  caufed  to  be  made  an 
eunuch,  becaufe  one  of  his  concubines  had  commended 
him  as  a  handfome  mah.  Thefe  outrages  provoked  thefe 
noblemen,  with  the  provinces  they  governed,  to  revolt 
to  Cyrus,  and  facilitated  the  conqueft  of  Babylon.  Thefe 
king  took  the  field  againft  Gadates,  but  being  met  by 
Cyrus,  was  put  to  flight,  and  obliged  to  retire  to  his  me- 
tropolis. Cyrus  purfued  him  to  the  very  walls  of  Baby- 
lon, and  there  fhewed  himfelf  twice,  in  order  to  provoke 
him  to  battle.  But  finding  he  could  not  draw  him  into 
the  field,  he  fpent  the  reft  of  the  fummer  in  ravaging  the 
country,  and  then  -  marched  back  into  Media  K  As  foon 
as  Cyrus  was  retired,  Laborofoarchod,  being  now  in  no 
dread  of  the  enemy,  gave  a  loofe  to  all  the  wicked  incli- 
nations that  were  predominant  in  him  5  infomuch  that  his 
own  fubjefts,  no  longer  able  to  bear  his  tyrannical  govern- 
ment, confpired' againft  him,  and  murdered  him  in  the 
ninth  month  of  his  reign  *.  As  he  did  not  complete  a 
year  he  is  omitted  in  the  canon. 

Laborofoarchod  was  fucceeded  by  Nabonadius,  who  had 
the  chief  hand  in  the  murder.  He  is  called  by  Herodo- 
tus, Liabynitus;  by  Abydenus,  Nabannidochus ;  by  Jofe- 
phus,  Naboandal ;  and  by  the  prophet  Danjel,  Belfhaz- 
zar.  He  was  the  fon  of  Evil-Merodacb,  by  Nitocris,  and 
the  grandfon  of  the  great  Nebuchadnezzar.  Had  he  been 
left  to  himfelf,  the  Babylonians  would  not  have  bettered 
themfelves  by  the  chaiige  of  their  monarch  ;  but  his  mo- 
ther Nitocris,  who  was  a  woman  of  extraordinary  abilities, 
took  the  main  burden  of  all  public  affairs  upon  herfelf; 
and,  while  her  fon  followed  his  pleafures,  did  all  that 
could  be  done  by  human  prudence  to  fuftain  the  tottering 
cinpire.  She  peifefted  the  works  which  Nebuchadnezzar 
had  begun  for  the  defence  of  Babylon ;  raifed  ftrong  for- 
tifications on  the  fide  of  the  river ;  and  caufed  a  wonder- 
ful vault  to  be  made  under  it,  leading  from  the  old  palace 
to  the  new,  twelve  feet  high^   and  fifteen  wide.     She 

^  Cyrop^d.  lib.  v*  p.  I23*<«X40«  ^BeroC  apud  Jo&ph.  lib.  i« 

contra  Apign. 

like. 
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iikewire  built- a  bridge  acrofs  the  Euphrates,  and  accom- 
plifhed  feveral  other  works^  which  were  afterwards  afcribed 
to  Nebuchadnezzar  ^*  Philoftrates,  in  defcribing  this 
bridge,  tells  us,  that  it  was  built  by  a  queen,  who  was  a 
native  of  Media ' ;  whence  we  may  conclude  this  illudrious 
queen  to  have  been  by  birth  a  Mede.  Nitocris  is  faid  to 
bave  placed  her  tomb  over  one  of  the  moft  remarkable 
gates  of  the  city,  with  an  infcription  to  the  following 
cffea, 

IF  ANY  KIK6  OF  BABYLON  AFT£R  MB  SHALL  BE  IN 
DISTRESS  FOR  MONEY,  HE  MAY  OPEN  THIS  S£PUL-> 
CHRE,  AND  TAKEOUT  AS  MUCH  AS  MAY  SERVE  HIM; 
BUT  IF  HE  BE  IN  NO  REAL  NECESSITY,  LET  HlM  FOR-* 
BEAR,  OR  HE  SHALL  HAVE  CAUSE  TO  REPENT  OF  HIS 
PRESUMPTION. 

This  monument  and  infcription  are  faid  to  have  re* 
mained  Untouched  till  the  feign  of  Darius,  who  confider-* 
ing  the  gate  was  ufelefs,  no  man  caring  to  pafs  under  a  dead 
body,  and  being  invited  by  the  hopes  of  an  immerife  trea- 
fure,,  broke  it  open:  but,  inftead  of  what  he  fought,  is 
faid  to  have  found  nothing  but  a  corpfe ;  and  another  in^* 
fcription,  to  the  following  eflFefl:, 

HADST  THOU  NOT  BEEN  MOST  INSATIABLY  AVARITI" 
OUS,  AND  GREEDY  OF  THE  MOST  SORDID  GAIN,  THOU 
WOULDST  NEVER  HAVE  VIOLATED  THE  ABODE  OF 
THE  DEAD". 

Herodotus  mentions  a  Labynltus,  whom  in  two  places, 
he  calls  the  king  of  the  Babylonians ;  and  a  Labynitus^ 
whom  he  ftyles  emperor  of  Aflyria,  and  reports  to  have 
derived  his  name  from  his  father.  It  was,  according  to 
him,  under  this  Labynitus  that  Babylon  was  taken.  As 
for  the  Labynitus,  who  reconciled  the  Medes  and  Lydi- 
ans,  he  could  be  no  other  than  Nebuchadnezzar. 

Of  the  reduftion  of  this  proud  metropolis  of  the  Eaft, 
in  the  reign  of  Nabonadius,  Labynitus,  or  Belfhazzar, 
authors  gives  the  following  account.  Cyrus,  having  fub- 
dued  the  feveral  nations  inhabiting  the  great  continent, 
from  the  JEgean  fea  to  the  Euphrates,  and  likewife  Syria 
and  Arabia,  entered  Aflyria,  and  direfted  his  march 
towards  Babylon.  Nabonadius,  hearing  that  he  was  ad-« 
vancing  to  his  metropolis,  marched  out  to  give  him  battle; 

fc  Herodot.  lib.  i.  cap,  185,  i85,  i88.  1  Philoftrat.  in  Vit. 

Apo).  hb.  i«  cap.  i8,  a  Herodot.  lib.  i.  cap.  iS;^ 

F  f  a  but 
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but,  being  put  to  flight,  he  returned  to  Babylon,  wher^ 
Cyrus  lays     he  was  immediately  blocked  up,  and  clofely  befieged  by 
f^gi  to  Ba-  Cyrus.     The  fiege  of  this  important  place  was  no  cafy 
-^  ^**  enterprize.     The  walls  were  of  a  prodigious  height,  the 

number  of  men  to  defend  them  very  great,  and  the  city 
ftored  with  all  kinds  of  provifions  for  twenty  years.  How- 
ever thefe  difficulties  did  not  difcourage  Cyrus  from  pro- 
fecuting  his  deCgn;  but,  defpairing  of  being  able  to  take 
the  place  by  ftorm,  he  caufed  a  line  of  circumvallation  ta 
be  drawn  quite  round  the  city,  with  a  large  and  deep 
ditch,  reckoning  that,  if  all  communication  with  the 
country  were  cut  ofF,  the  more  people  there  were  within 
the  city  the  fooner  they  would  be  obliged  to  furrender* 
That  his  troops  might  not  be  overfatigued,  he  divided  his 
army  into  twelve  bodies,  appointing  each  body  its  month 
for  guarding  the  trenches.  The  befieged,  thinking  tbem- 
felves  out  of  all  danger,  by  reafon  of  their  high  walls 
and  magazines^  infulted  Cyrud  from  the  ramparts  3  and 
looked  upon  all  his  operations,  as  fo  much  unprofit- 
able labour  *. 

Cyrus,  having  fpent  two  years  before  Babylon,  with- 
out gaining  any  coiiiiderable  advantage,  at  length  re- 
folved  upon  the  following  ftratagem,  which  put  him  in 
pofleffion  of  it.  He  was  informed  that  a  great  annual 
folemnity  was  to  be  kept  in  the  city;  and  that  the  Baby- 
lonians, on  that  occafion,  were  accuftomed  to  fpend  the 
whole  night  in  drinking  and  debauchery.  This  he  thought 
a  proper  time  to  furprife  them ;  and  accordingly  fent  a 
flrong  detachment  to  the  head  of  the  canal  leading  to  the 
great  lake,  which  had  been  lately  dug  by  NitocriS)  with 
orders,  at  an  appointed  time,  to  break  down  the  great 
bank  which  was  between  the  lake  and  tbe  canal,  and  to 
turn  the  whole  current  into  the  lake.  At  the  fame  time 
he  appointed  one  body  of  troops  at  the  place  where  the 
river  entered  into  the  city,  and  another  where  it  came  out, 
ordering  them  to  march  in  by  the  bed  of  the  river,  which 
was  two  ftadia  in  breadth,  as  foon  as  they  {hould  find  it 
fordable.  Towards  the  evening  he  opened  the  head  o£ 
the  trenches  on  both  fides  the  river  aoove  the  city,  that 
the  water  might  difcharge  itfelf  into  them,  and  by  thefe 
means,  and  the  breaking  down  of  the  great  dam,  the  ri- 
ver was  foon  drained*  Then  the  two  above  mentioned 
bodies  of  troops,  according  to  their  orders,-  entered  the 
channel,  one  commanded  by  Gobryasj  and  the  other  by 

"  Herodot*  lib.  i.  cap.  178  &  feq.  &  Cyropasd.  ib. 

Gadates. 
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Gadates.  Finding  the  gates  left  open,  in  confequence  of 
the  general  diforder  of  that  riotous  night,  they  penetrated 
into  the  very  heart  of  the  city  without  oppofition.  Meet- 
ing at  the  palace,  according  to  their  agreement,  they  fur- 
prifed  the  guards,  and  cut  them  in  pieces.  Thofe  who 
were  in  the  palace,  opening  the  gates  to  know  the  caufe  of 
this  confufion,  the  Perfians  rufhed  in,  took  the  palace,  and 
killed  the  king,  who,  fword  in  hand,  came  out  to  meet  • 
them.  The  king  b^ing  killed,  and  thofe  who  were  about 
him  put  to  flight,  the  reft  fubmitted,  and  the  Medes  and 
Perfians  became  maimers  of  the  place  **.  The  reduftion  of 
Babylon  put  an  end  to  the  Babylonian  empire,  and  ful- 
filled the  prophecies  which  the  prpphets  Ifaiah,  Jeremiah, 
and  Daniel  had  uttere^l  againft  that  proud  metropolis  p. 
On  that  very  night,  while  the  king  entertained  a  thoufand 
of  his  lords  at  a  great  banquet,  in  which  he  ufed  the  far 
cred  vefTels,  which  his  grandfather  Nebuchadnezzar  had 
brought  from'  Jerufalem,  he  faw  a  hand  appear  and  write 
an  unknown  infcription  upon  the  plaifter  of  the  wall.  . 
^Alarmed  at  this  phenomenon,  he  confulted  his  fages  and 
foothfayers,  who  owned  it  was  above  their  comprehcn- 
fion.  Then  recourfe  was  had  to  the  prophet  Daniel,  who 
rea4  the  infcription  in  thefe  words i  mene,  mene,  te- 
KEL,  UPHARSIN;  and  gave  the  following  interpretation  ; 
**  God  has  numbered  thy  kingdom  and  finifhed  it.  Thou 
^It  weighed  in  the  ballance  and  found  wanting.  Thy 
kingdom  is  divided,  and  given  to  the  Medes  and  Perfians.'' 
A  (dreadful  denunciation  of  vengeance  which  was  imme- 
diately executed  ^  (D). 

^  Idem,  ibid.  p  Ifai.  xiii.  xiv.  xxi.  xliit.  xlvi.  xlvii. 

Jerem.  xxv.  1.  li.    Dan*  v.  si.  xi*  8.  i%.  15.  9  Dan.  v. 

15,  &c. 
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(D)  As  the  whole  hiftory  of 
Babylon,  from  the  death  of 
Nebuchadnezzar  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  that  city  by  Cyrus,  is 
overcaft  with  an  impenetrable 
naift,  writers  are  ftrangely  puz- 
led  to  find  out  Daniel*s  Belr 
ihazzar  among  the  lail  kings 
that  reigned  there^  and  equal- 
ly ac  a  lofe  concerning  his  1^^" 

(1]  Berof.  apud  Jofeph  Antiq.  lib.  x.  cap.  ii.  Megafthen.  apud 
Eufcb.  Prasp.  Evang.  lib.  ix.  Scaliger  in  Not.  ad  Fragm.  Veter. 
OraBfior.'Sele^.  de  ^mendat.  Temp.  lib.  vi.  cap.  de  Kegib.  Babyl. 


rius  the  Medc,  who  was  in  that 
kingdom  fucceedcd  by  Cyrus, 
Thofe  who  want  to  fee  what 
has  been  conje6lured  on  the 
fubje6t,  in  order  to  reconcile 
the  facred  and  profane  hiftori- 
ans,  (a  talk  hitherto  found  im- 
practicable) may  confult  the 
foUowing.authors  ( 1  ]  • 
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c  H  A  P.   xr. 

TAe  Hijiory  of  the  Ancient  Phrygians^  Trojans ^ 

tiycians^  Lydians,  ^c^ 

SECT.     I. 

* 
A  Brief  Account  of  AJia  Proper. 

4/^^^^"     rr^HE  different  and  various  acceptatipns  of  the  word 
if"*  j[^     Afia,  have  created  a  great  deal  of  confufion  among 

writers,  and  often  led  readers  into  confiderable  nxiftakes. 
There  is  a  feeming  contradiftion  between  the  facred  and 
profane  writers,  as  to  the  provinces  comprehended  under 
the  name  of  Afia,   which  cannot  eafily  be   reconciled. 
That  vaft  continent,  which  was  known  to  the  Greeks  and 
Romans  under  the  name  of  Afia,  was  divided  by  the  ai^- 
cient  geographers  firft  intg  the   Greater  and  Lefler  Afia* 
The  Leffer,  commonly  termed  Afia  Minor,  comprehended 
a  great  many  prpvinces  j   but  that  which  included  Phry- 
gia,  Myfi^,  Caria,  and  Lydia,  was  named  Afia  Proper, 
or  Afia  properly  fo  called '.    TuUy,  enumerating  the  re- 
gions contained  in  Afia  Proper,  makes  no  mention  of 
^olis  or  Ionia,  though  undoubtedly  part  of  Afia  Proper,  b^- 
caufe  they  were  comprehended  partly  in  Lydia,  and  partly 
in  Myfia.     Lydia,  befide   the  inland  country,    commonly 
known  by  that  name,  contained  alfo  Ionia,  lying  on  the 
fea-{ide9  between  the  rivers  Hermus  and  Mseander ;  aiid 
^olis,  extending  from  Hermus  to  the  river  Caicus  *,  or  to 
the  promontory  Le€kum',  the  ancient  boundary  between 
Troas  and  the  fe^-coaft  of  the  Greater  Myfia.     Afia  Pro- 
per compr^l^ended  Phrygia,  Myfia,  Lydia^^  Caria^  ^olis, 
and  Ionia.     This  tra£l  was  bounded,  according  to  Ptole- 
my, on  the  north,  by  Bithynia  and  Pontus,  extending  from 
Gal^(ia  to  Propontis;  on  the  eail,  by  Galatia,  Famphilia^ 
and  Lycia ;  on  the  fputh,  by  piart  of  Lycia  and  the  Rho- 
dian  Sea ;  on  the  wi?ft,  by  the  Hellefpont,  by  the  ^gean, 
Icariai>,  and  Myrtoan  Seas.      It  lies  between  the  35th 
9nd  41(1  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  extends  in  longi- 
tude frpm  55  to  62  degrees. 

?  Cic.  in  prat,  pro  Flacco*       >  Ptol.  lib.  v.  c,  2.        ^  Strabo 
|ib.  XII.  p.  3^^. 
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As  Afia  Proper  is  but  a  part  of  Afia  Minor,  fo  the  Ly-  The  Lydian 
dian  Afia  is  only  a  part  of  Afia  Proper  (E).  Afia,  in  this  4fi^* 
acceptation,  comprehends  Lydia,  j£olis,  and  Ionia ;  and 
is  that  Afia  whereof  mention  is  made  in  the  A£ls,  and  St. 
John's  Revelation '.  Ariftotle  tells  us ',  that  Smyrna  was 
at  firft  poffefled  by  the  Lydians  ;  and  Scylax  Coryandenfis 
reckons  it  among  the  cities  of  Lydia  ^  as  alfo  Ephefus, 
Sardis,  Philadelphia,  and  Thyatira,  are  reckoned  by 
Ptolemy  among  the  cities  of  Lydia,  as  is,  Laodicea  by 
Stephanus^ 

:  The  Proconfular  Afia,  fo  called  becaufe  it  was  governed  *rhi  Pr§m 
by  a  proconful,  according  tp  the  diflribution  of  the  pro-  confular . 
vinces  of  the  empire  mad^  by  Auguftus,  comprehended  4^^- 
Lydia,  Ionia,  Caria,  Myfia»  Phrygia,  and  the  Proconfu* 
lar  Hellefpont.  By  the  fame  emperor  Pont  us  and  Bithy- 
nia,  were  made  a  praetorian  province,  and  Afia  a  con- 
fular, containing  all  that  part  of  Afia  which  lay  on  this 
fide  the  river  Halys  and  mount  Taurus.  In  the  time  of 
Conflantine  the  Great,  the  Proconfular  Afia  was  much 
abridged,  aijd  a  diftinftion  brought  in  between  the  Pro- 
confular Afia,  and  the  Afiatic  Diocefe ;  the  one  being  go- 
verned by  the  proconful  of  Afia,  and  the  other  by  the  vi- 
carius,  or  lieutenant  of  Afia.  The  Proconfular  Afia,  ac-? 
cording  to  the  defcription  which  Ennapius  gives  us  of  1%  *, 
feems  to  have  been  much  the  fame  with  the  Lydian  Afia 
^bove  mentioned.  In  the  reign  of  Theodofiu3  the  Elder, 
who  fucceeded  Valens,  the  Conful^^  Hellefpont  was 
taken  from  the  vicarius  of  Afia,  and  added  to  the  Prpr 

*  A6l8  xvi.  <  Arlftot*  )ibf  de  Poetica  apud  Plutarch,  ia 

lib.  de  Vita  &  Poefi  Homeri.         «  Stepb.  de  Urbib.         ^c  Eunap. 
in  Vita  Maximi. 

(£)  That  in  ancient  times  exprefsly  affirmed  by  the  an* 

Lydia  was  called  Maeonia,  and  cient  fcholiafi:  of  ApoUonius 

the  Lydians  Mseonians,  is  ma-  Rhodius.    From  whence  Ly- 

nifefi  from  Herodotus,  Diodo-  dia  borrowed  the  name  of  Afia, 

rus  Siculus,   Dionyfius   ^fer,  is  altogether  uncertain;  feme 

Strabo,  Pliny,  Stephanas,  and  deriving  it  from  a  city  of  luyr            ' 

others  :  and  that  Mseonia  was  dia,  feated  on  mount  Tmolus ; 

called  Afia,    is  no  lefs  plain  others  from  one  Afias,  king  of 

frpm  Callinus,  who  flouriflied  Lydia,  who,  according  to  the 

before  Archilochus,  from  De-  Lydians,     communicated    his 

snetrius    Scepfius,  contenipo-  name  to  the  whole  continent* 

rary  with  Crates,  and  Ariibrr  But,  be  that  as  it  will,  it  is 

^hus    ^he  grammarian,    from  certain,  that  Lydia  has  a  bet- 

^uripides,   Suidas,    the  great  ter  claim  to  the  name  of  Afia, 

etymologiil,  &c.  nay,  that  Ly-  than  any  other  part  of  that 

4ia  was  formerly  called  Afia,  is  continentt 

F  f  4  confulf^f 
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confular  Afia;  but  under  Arcadius  the  Proconfular  Afia 
wa§  abridged  of  all  the  inland  part  of  Lydia.  However, 
the  fouthern  part  of  Lydia,  lying  between  the  Maeander 
and  Cayftcr,  and  the  maritime  provinces  from  EpheAis  to 
Aflbs,  and  the  promontory  Le^ium,  were  left  to  the  Pro^ 
confular  Afia  *^.  ' 

The  AMttc  The  Afiatic  Diocefe  (F)  is  fometimes  taken  in  a  more 
-Pwf</>^  ftria  fenfe,  as  diftinft  from  the  Proiconfular  Afia,  and 
th^  provinces  tinder  the  juriftliflion  of  the  proconful; 
and  fometimes  in  a  more  extenfive  fenfe,  as  comprehend** 
ing  alfo  ihe  Proconfular  Afia.  According  to  this  accepta- 
tion, all  Afia,  in  the  reign  of  Theodofius  the  younger, 
confifted  of  eleven  provinces,  three  whereof  were  under 
the  jurifdiftion  of  the  proconful  of  Afia,  viz.  the  Pro- 
confular Proper,  which  he  governed  by  himfelf,  the  Con-r 
fular  Hellefpont,  and  that  of  Rhodes,  with  the  other 
Jflands  called  Cyclades,  which  were  firft  made  a  province 
by  Vefpafian,  and  placed  undef  a  prefident  *.  Eight  were 
governed  by  the  vicarius  or  lieutenant  of  Afia  ;  viz.  Ly- 
dia, Caria,  Phrygia  Salutaris,  Phrygia  Pacatiana,  Pam- 
phylia,  Lycia,  Lycaonia,  and  Plfidia;  thefe  eight  confti- 
tuted  what  was  properly  called  the  Afiatic  Diocefe  ^^ 
Thi  name  As  to  the  common  name  of  Afia,  there  is  a  great  va- 
f/'^4.  riety  of  opinions  among  the  learned,  fome  deriving  it 
from  Afia,  the  daughter  of  Oceanus  and  Thetis,  wife  of 
lapctus,  and  by  him  mother  to  Prometheus  ;  others  from 
Afius,  fon  of  Atys  king  of  Lydia,  from  whom  that- king-* 
dom  firft,  and  in  length  of  time  the  whole  continent,  was 
liamed  Afia.  Bochart  is  of  opiniqn  %  that  it  took  its  name 
from  the  Phoenician  word  Afi,  fignifying  the  middle^  be- 
caufe  Afia  Minor,  which  fays  he,  communicated  its  name 
%o  Afia  the  Greater,  lies  as  it  were  in  the  middle,  be-* 
tween  Europe  and  Africa;  but  t^efe  are  mere  conjec- 

Climqie         tures. 

a^d  feiti*        This  country  is  juftly  efteemed  the  moft  agreeable  and 
^*  fruitful  divifion  of  the  globe,  whether  we  confider  the  ferti- 

lity of  the  foil,  temper  bJF  the  climate,  nature  of  the  fcafons, 

^  Hieroclis  Notitia  Imp.  in  Append.  Geograph.  Sacr.  p.  27. 
t'hotius,  deOrdine  Metropolitar.  p.  43.  &  in  tom.i.  Juris  Gracco- 
Koniani,  p.  90.  Subfcript.  Concil.  Chalced.  a^.  vi*  Conftantin- 
op.  vi;  aA.  xvii.  &c,  x  Sextus  Rufus,  in  Breviario.        y  A|- 

ciat.  Parerg.  lib.  v.  cap.  i^  «  Phi^leg*  lib.  iv.  cap.  36. 

(F)  The  word  Diocefe^  in  tra6l  of  country  comprehend- 
thc  dialect  of  the  times  we  are  ing  feveral  provinces  under  the 
ber^  fpeaking  of,   imports  a    jurifdiftion  QjTone  cWrf  ruler. 

or 
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or  th^- excellence  and  variety  of  its  produftions  and  fruits. 
In  thefe  rcfpcfts  it  w:as  ,  preferred  by  Tully  to  all  the 
countries  of  the  known  world.  The  common  epithet^ 
whereby  the  Latin  poets  diftinguifli  this  from  other  re- 
gions, is  that  of  riib^  alluding  not  only  to  the  richnefs 
of  the  foil,  but  alfo"  to  the  wealth  and  opulence  of  the  in- 
habitants, which  we  may  eafily  judge  of,  from  the  im- 
xnenfe  furas  that  fome  of  the  Homan  governors  are  faid  to 
)iavc  extorted  from  them,  namely,  Marc  Antony,  who, 
as  we  are  told  by  Plutarch  %  obtained  from  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Ada  Minor,  in  the  fpabe  of  one  year,  the  fum  of 
twenty  thou&nd  talents. 

Afia  Minor  is  at  prefent  divided  into  four  parts,  viz.  luprefna 
Katolia,  properly  fo  called,  on  the  weft ;  Caramania,  on  divtfii^ 
the  fouth  *,  Aladulia,  on  the  eaft  \  and  Amafia,,  on  the 
north.  By  the  Turks  the  whok  country,  called  by  them 
Nadalu,  is  divided  into  five  dillrifts  under  the  govern- 
ment of  five  beglerbegs,  who  refide  at  Cotyaeum,  Tocat, 
Trabezond,  Marofch,  and  Iconium.  Thefe  are  fubdi- 
!irided  into  lefler  governments,  denominated  from  the  city 
pr  town  where  the  governor  refides. 

♦ 

SECT.     n. 

Tj&tf  Defcription  of  Phygia, 

"tyf/ HENCE  the  fmall  country  before  us  borrowed  the' 
'  ^^  name  Phrygia  is  not  determined.  Some  derive  it 
from  the  river  Phryx  (now  Sarabat)  which  divides  Phry- 
gia from  Caria,  and  empties  itfelf  into  the  Hermus  ^ ; 
others  from  Phrygia,  the  daughter  of  Afopus  and  Europa. 
The  Greek  writers  tell  us  %  that  the  country  took  its 
name  from  the  inhabitants,  and  thefe  from  the  town  of 
Brygium  in  Macedonia,  froni  whence  they  firft  pafled 
into  Afia,  and  gave  the  name  of  Phrygia,  or  Brygia,  to  the 
country  where  they  fettled.  Bochart  is  of  opinion  •*,  that 
this  traft  was  called  Phrygia  from  the  Greek  verb  ^^vyuvs 
to  burn  or  parchy  which,  according  to  him,  is  a  tranfla- 
tion  of  its  Hebrew  name,  derived  from  a  verb  of  the  fame 
Signification  • 

No  lefs  various  are  the  opinions  of  authors,  as  to  the   //^  ^I'^j,;, 
cxa£l  boundaries  of  this  country  5   an  uncertainty  which  /o»x. 

^  Plutarch,  in  Lucull.  8c  Antonio.  b  PUn.  lib.  v.  cap. 

•9.  c  Meffal.  Corvin.  de  Progen.  Aug.  '  Phaleg. 

lib.  iii.  cap.  S.    Slrabo^  libi  xii.  p.  388. 

gave 
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fave  rife  to  an  observation  made  by  Strabo,  viz.  that  the 
Phrygians  and  Myfians  had  diftind;  boundaries  $  but 
that  it  was  fcarce  poflible  to  afcertain  them.  The  fame 
-writer  adds,  that  the  Trojans,  Myfiahs,  and  Lydians, 
.  are,  by  the  poets,  all  blended  under  the  common  name 
of  Phrygians,  which  Claudian  eictends  to  the  Pifidians^ 
BithynianF,  and  lonians.  Phrygia  Proper,  according  to 
Ptolemy,  whom  we  choofe  to  follow,  was  bounded  on 
the  north  by  Pontus  and  Bithynia ;  on  the  weft  by  Myfia, 
Troas,  the  J£gean  Sea,  Lydia,  Mseonia,  and  Caria ;  on 
the  fouth  by  liycia ;  on  the  eaft  by  Pamphylia  and  Gala- 
tia.  It  lies  between  the  37th  and- 41ft  degree  of  north  la- 
titude, extending  in  longitude  from  56  to  62  degrees. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  country,  mentioned  by  Ptolemy, 
Bre  the  Lycaones  and  Anthemifenii  towards  Lycia  ;  and 
Moccadelis  or  Moccadine,  the  Cyddefes  or  Cvdifles  to- 
wards Bithynia  ;  and  between  tbefe  the  Peltini  or  Spel- 
tini,  the  Moxiani,  Phylacenfes,  and  Hierapolitae.  To 
thefe  we  may  add  the  Berecyntes  mentioned  by  Strabo*. 

Phrvgia  is  commonly  divided  into  the  Greater  and  Lefler 
Phrygia,  called  alfo  Troas.  But  this  divifion  did  not  take 
place  till  Troas  was  fubdued  by  the  Phrygians ;  and  hence 
it  is  more  confidered  by  fome  Roman,  writers  as  a  part  of 
Phrygia,  than  Bithynia,  Cappadocia,  or  any  other  of  the 
adjacent  provinces.  In  after  ages,  the  Greater  Phrygia  was 
divided  into  two  diftrifts  or  governments,  one  called  Phry- 

fia  Pacatiana,  from  Pacatianus,  who,  under  Conftantine, 
ore  the  great  ofEce  of  the  praefeftus  prsetorio  of  the  Ea(l ; 
the  other  Phrygia  Salutaris,  from  fome   miraculous  cures 
fuppofed  to  have  been  performed  there  by  the  archangel 
Michael. 
Its  foil  and      This  country,  and  indeed  all  Afia  Minor,  as  lying  in 
iUmatt.       the  fifth  and  fixth  northern  climates,  was  in  ancient  times 
greatly  celebrated  for  its  fertility.    It  abounded  in  all  forts 
^  of  grain,  being,  for  the  mod  part,  a  plain  country  co- 

vered with  a  deep  rich  foil,  and  plentifully  watered  by 
fmall  rivers.  It  was  in  fome  parts  productive  of  bitu- 
men, and  other  combuftible  fubftances.  It  was  wellftock- 
cd  with  cattle,  having  large  plains  and  pafture  grounds. 
The  air  was  anciently  deemed  moft  pure  and  wholfome, 
though  it  is  now  in  fome  parts  thought  extremely  grofs, 
great  part  of  the  country  lying  uncultivated. 

The  cities  of  note  in  Phrygia  Major  were,  I.  Apamea 
or  Apamia,  a  famous  mart,    and  the  metropolis  of  sdl 

*  Strabo,  lib.  xii«  fub  fin* 

Phrygia^ 
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Phrygia,  till  the  above  mentioned  divifion  of  Conftantint 
took  place.  It  was  featcd  at  the  confluence  of  the  Marr 
fya  and  Mseander.  Pliny  ^  places  it  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
Signia,  furroux\ded  by  the  rivers  Marfya,  Obrima,  and 
Orga,  which  empty  thcmfelves  into  the  Maeander;  where- 
in he  fcems  to  confound  the  fituation  of  the  ancient  Cc- 
laenae  with  that  of  the  new  city  called  Apamea.  Celanae 
indeed  ftood  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  on  which  the  Marfyas 
has  its  fpring ;  but  Andochus  Sotcc,  fon  to  Antiochus 
Seleucusj  who  built  Apamea  of  Syria,  carried  the  inha-- 
bitants  from  thence  Jto  the  new  city,  which  he  built  about 
ten  miles  from  thence,  where  the  Marfyas  and  Maeander 
begin  to  flow  in  one  channel;  this  city  he  named  Apamea 
from-4li»  mother  Apamea,  wife  to  Seleucus  Nicanor*. 
As  there  are  many  other  cities  bearing  the  fame  name, 
this  for  diftin£kion  fake  is  commonly  called  Apamea  Ci- 
botos  'f  but,  as  to  the  original  of  this  appellation,  authors 
are  liot  agreed.  (G). 

Laodicea,  now  E&ihiiTar,  feated  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  Lycus,  not  far  from  Apamea.  It  was  firft  called 
Diofpolis,  afterwards  Rheas,  and  at  laft  Diocaefarea  and 
Laodicea.  We  are  told  by  Stephanus,  that  Jupiter,  ap- 
pearing to  Antiochus,  the  fon  of  Stratonice,  in  his  fleep, 
commanded  him  to  build  a  city,  which  he  did  accordingly, 
calling  it  Diofpolis  from  Jupiter,  andLaodicea  from  his  wife 
Laodice.  It  was  afterwards  greatly  increafed  by  Hiero,  by 
Zeno  the  Rhetorician,  and  his  fon  Polemon  ^,  who,  being 
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^  Plin.  lib.  V.  cap.  %g, 
xxxviii.    Marcianus»  lib.  vL 

(Q)  As  the  word  KiQunoq 
'  fignifies  ark  or  coffer^  fome 
have  fuppofed,  that  it  was  fo 
called,  becaufe  the  ark  refled 
on  the  hill  from  which  the 
river  Marfya  fprings.  But 
thefe  writers  confound  the  fitu- 
ation of  Celaense  with  that  of 
Apamea;  the  former,  which 
.  never  bore  the  name  of  Cibo- 
tos,  was  fltuate  at'the  foot  of 
the  hill  Signia,  but  Apamea 
Cibotos,  at  ten  miles  diftance. 
As  thofe  who  traded  from  Italy 
and  Greece  to   Afla    Minor, 


s  Strabo  ubi  fupra.    Liv.  iib« 
^  StrabOy  ibid. 

ufed  to  convey  their  wares  to 
this  city  as  a  place  of  general 
refort,  Salmafius  thinks  it  was 
called  Cibotos  from  its  being, 
as  it  were,  the  common  trea- 
fury  of  thofe  couotries.  It  is 
worth  obferving,  that  there  are 
no  fewer  than  nine  cities  bear- 
ing the  fame  name,  viz.  Apa- 
mea of  Phrygia,  of  fiithynia,  of 
Pifidia,  of  Media,  of  Babylo- 
nia, of  Mefopotamia»  of  Piii- 
dta,  of  Sittacene,  of  Syria ;  all 
iituated  between  two  rivers  (i  ]• 


(0  Vide  Bochart  Phaleg.  lib,  xviit    Salmaf.  Plinianap  Kxercitat. 
^o.  p.  ^So«  '    ' 

honoured 
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boBOured  by  Caefar  Auguftus  with  the  title  of  king,  mighty 
perhaps,  out  of  complaifance  to  that  prince,  add  his 
name  to  that  of  Jupiter,  calling  the  city  Diocaefarea,  the 
city  of  Jupiter  and  Caefar.  However,  the  name  of  Lao- 
dicea,  which  Strabo  derive  from  the  river  Lycus  ^,  pr^ 
vailed.  This  city  became  famous  for  its  wool,  which 
was  univerfally  preferred,  on  account  of  its  foftnefjVf 
as  the  fame  author  witnefies,  even  ^  to  that  of  Miletus, 
fo  much  extolled  by  the  ancients*  With  this  the  inhabi- 
tants carried  on  a  very  confiderable  trade,  and  were  ac- 
counted the  190ft  wealthy  people  of  all  Afia  Minor.  At 
Laodicea  was  one  of  the  feven  churches  menticmed  in  the 
Apocaiypfe ;  but  at  prefeut  not  io  much  as  the  ruins  of  it 
are  any  where  to  be  feen,  that,  prophetical  thifUf^being 
fully  accpmpliflied  $  '^  I  know  thy  works,  that  >  thou  art 
neither  cold  nor  hot-^becaufe  thou  art  lake-*warm — I  will 
fpue  thee  out  of  my  mouth  ^  (H)." 

Hierapolis,  famous  foj  its  mineral  waters,  which,  ac- 
cording to  Strabo  °^,  when  expofed  to  the  air,  petri&cd  in 
the  fpace  of  a  year,  and  yet  were  endued  with  fuch  a  vir- 
tue* as  to  render  the  fields  they  watered  exceeding  fruit- 
ful, and  prove  a  prefent  remedy  againft  innumerable  dif- 
tempers  **•  Near  this  city  was  to  be  feen  aa  opening 
on  the  edge  of  a  hill  of  great  depth,  always  over- 
fpread  with  a  thick  fog,  and  exhaling  fuch  a  peftilent 
fteam,  that  no  living  creature  could  come  within  the 
reach  of  it,  without  being  immediately  ftifled.  Strabo  and 
Pliny  except  the  Galli  or  eunuchs  of  Cybele  i  Ammianus^ 
and  Dio  Nicseus,  except  all  eunuchs^  (I). 

Gordium, 

i  Id.  ibid.        ^  Ibid.        >  Revel,  lii.  i5»i6»        »  Strabo,  lib* 
xiii.  Tub.  6n.  ^  Vitruvius,  lib.  viii.  caf).  3.    UlpianuSi^  Lege 

primal  feA.  13.  *  Ammian.  lib.  xxxvii.'cap.  6. 


(H)  Ferrari,  in  his  di6^iona- 
ry,  tells  us,  that  Laodicea  is  fllll 
called  Laudichia,  and  by  the 
Turks  Nove  Lefcbe ;  that  it  is, 
one  of  the  archbi/hopricks  of 
Ada  Minor,  &c.  But  he  is 
either  miflaken,  or  the  town 
was  not  quite  deraoHflied  in  his 
time ;  at  prefent  it  lies  in  ruins, 
and  is  only  the  habitation 
of  wild  beads.  Several  tra« 
Tellers,  mifled  by  the  fimili- 
tude  of  names,  have  taken  the 


village  Laotik,  near  Angoum, 
for  Laodicea.  At  £ikihi(iar, 
as  it  is  now  called,  there  are 
(Hll  to  be  feen  four  theatres  of 
white  marble,  as  entire  as  if 
they  had  been  but  lately  built; 
near  one  of  them  is  aa  ihfcrip- 
tion  in  honour  of  the  emperor 
Titus,  which  the  reader  will 
find  in  Spon's  Account  of  the 
Seven  Churches,  lib.  iii. 

(I)  Strabo,    an  eye-witnefs 
fays,  that  in  his  time  this  plu« 

tonimu 
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Gofdiuni,  the  feat  of  Gordias,  king  of  Phrygia,  and 
famous  for  the  Gordian  knot,  which  we  ihall  have  occa<> 
fion  tp  mention  hereafter.  This  town  waS  fituated  on  the 
borders  of  Phrygia,  towatds  Cappadocia,  and  not  between 
the  two  Phrygias,  where  Juftin  places  it.  Not  long  after 
the  death  of  Gordius  it  was  reduced  to  a  poor  beggarly  vil- 
lage»  as  Strabo  calls  it ;  and  continued  in  this  defpicablc 
condition  till  the  triumvirate  of  Auguftu6,  when  it  was 
again  made  a  city,  and  called  Juliopolis,  by  Cleo,  a  fa- 
mous robber,  native  of  that  place  (it). 

Colofle,  now  Chonos,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Meander, 
to  the  people  whereof  St.  Paul  wrote  that  Epiftle,  which 
is  part  of  our  canon. 

Sipylus,  the  refidence  of  king  Tantalus,  and  therefore 
tailed  alfo  Tantalis.  Some  place  this  city  in  Maeonia, 
fuppofing  Tantalus  to  have  reigned  there.  It  is  obferv- 
able,  that  four  cities,  viz.  Sipylus,  Arch^opolis,  Colpe, 
and  Lebade,  were  fuccef&vely  built  on  the  fame  fpot,  and 
deftroyed  by  earthquakes. 

Synnada,  Synada,  or  SvnnadCf  noted  for  its  marble 
quarries.  This  city  was  py  Conftantine  the  Great,  de« 
dared  the  metropolis  of  Phrygia  Salutaris,  after  his  divi- 

tonium  or  Opening  was  inclofed  ^  (K)   This   Cleo,'  having, 

with  baluders,  taking  up  half  with  a  band  of  robbers,  pof- 

an  acre  of  ground  in  compafs ;  fefled  himielf  of  a  ilrong  hold 

that  the  peftilent  ileam  kept  on  Mount    Olympus,    called 

within  that  inclofure,  fo  that  Collydium,    by   frequent  ex** 

one  might  approach  the  baluf-  curiions  from  thence  prevented 

cer  without*  the  leaft  danger ;  the  oiHcers  of  Labienus,  pre<* 

but  whoever  advanced  one  flep  fed  of  Alia,  from  gathering  the 

farther  was  immediately  ftifled.  annual  tributes ;  on  which  con- 

What  Strabo  affirms  is  vouched  fideration,    he  was  by    Marc 

by  Ammianus,    Dio   Nic^us,  Antony  rewarded   with  large 

both  eye-witnefles,  Apuleius,  territories.     But,  in  the   Ac- 

and  many  others.     The  city  of  tiac  war,  revolting  from  An- 

Hierapolis  is  now  called  Bam-  tony,  he  lided  with  Auguftus, 

boakkale;  and  fome  fbotfteps  who  added  great  part  of  Morea 

of  what  it  once  was,  are  to  be  to  what  Antony  had  bellowed 

fcen  in  the    many    heaps   of  on  him,  created  him  prieft  of 

ruins,  and  fine  pillars,  in  the  Jupiter  Acrettenus,wor{hipped 

fields  where  it  ftood;  infomuch  by   the  Myfians,    and   high- 

that  Dr.  Smith,  after  viewing  prieft  of  Bellona,    adored  in 

them,  cotild  not  help  thinking  Commana  of  Pontus,  a  dignity 

this  city  to  have  been  inferior  no  ways    inferior  to  that   of 

to  none.  king  (i). 

(1)  Strab.  lib.  xii.  p.  391. 

fion 
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fion  of  Phnrgia  into  Pacatiana  and  Salutaris  took  place. 
Befides  theic,  and  feveral  other  cities  of  lefs  note,  mention** 
ed  bv  tke  ancients,  ttiere  were  in  later  times  fome  of  no 
fmali  account ;  fuch  as  Saqua,  the  habitation  of  Etrogul, 
father  of  Ottoman  the  firft  king  of  the  Turks ;  Chara^ 
Chifar,  by  the  Greeks  called  Melampyrgus  or  the  Black 
Tower,  Cillexuga,  Einegiol,  &c.  taken  by  the  Otto- 
man from  the  (Jhriftian  princes^  at  the  firft  rife  of  the 
Ottoman  empire. 
Hivirs.  '^^  rivers  of  this  country,  which  we  fiiall  take  notice 

of,  are,  the  Maeander,  now  Madre  and  Mindre,  a  river 
fo  celebrated  by  the  ancients  for  its  windings  and  turnings, 
that  all  fuch  turnings  are  from  thence  called  Maeanders^ 
It  lifes  on  the  hill  Celaenx,  the  fame  as  Aulocrene  men- 
tioned by  PUny^  at  the  foot  of  which  ftood  anciently  a  fa- 
mous city  of  the  fame  name.  Pliny  "  and  Strabo**  derive  it 
from  a  lake  on  the  top  of  the  faid  hill.  It  pafles  through 
Fhrygia,  divides  Caria  from  Lydia,  and  after  fix  hundred 
windings  i^,  by  which  it  feems  to  flow  ttack  to  its  fountain- 
head,  empties  itfelf  into  the  Archipelago,  between  Priene 
and  Miletus  (L). 

The  river  Marfyas,  fo  named  from  Marfyus,  a  celebrat- 
ed mufician,  who,  challenging  Apollo,  was  bv  him  over- 
come, and  flayed  for  his  prefumption.  Moft  of  the  an- 
cients tell  us,  that  this  river  hath  its  fpring  near  that  of 
the  Mxander ;  but  Maximus  Tyrius,  who  was  upon  the 
fpot,  derives  them  both  from  the  fame  fource  ^.  It  rufhes 
down  from  a  confiderable  height  between  rugged  rocks, 
and  precipices  with  great  noife,  on  which  account  it  was 
called  by  Herodotus '  Catarafba.  It  has  not  only  the  fame 
fpring  with  the  Maeander^  but  flows  in  the  fame  channel 
through  the  town  of  Celaense,  ftanding  at  the  foot  of  the 

n  Lib.  xxxviii.  *  Lib.  xii.  p.  S66.  P  Dio  Prulseus, 

lib.  i.  q  Serm.  xxxviii.  '  Lib.  vii.  cap.  a6. 

(L)     The    Cayfler,    now  is,  the  Litde  Mxander,  or  the 

Minderfcare,  bears  fuch  a  re-  Black  Mseander ;  and  the  Ms- 

femblance    to   the   Maeander,  ander  itfelf,    Boyouc  Mindre, 

that  many  of  our  modern  tra-  the  Great   Maeander.      Some 

vellers,  and  among  them  Pietro  haVe  obferved,    that  it  forms 

della  Valle,     du    Loir,     and  in    its  courfe    the    following 

IVionconis,  have  miftaken  the  Greek  characters,  |,  ^,  r,  «,  t; 

one  for  the  other.    The  Turks  fome  jpretend    that    Daedalus 

call  the  Cayfter   Coutchouk-  formed  his  labyrinth  on  this 

mindre  and  Minderfcare,  that  plan  (a). 

(t)  Vide  Spent  Yoyag.  d*  Italic,  5?Ct  torn.  i.  p.  S44« 

river 
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river  on  which  it  liies.  Leaving  the  town  it  divides  itfelf 
into  two  branches,  forming  thefe  two  rivers,  the  one  the 
n^oft  winding  dream  in  the  world,  the  other  without  fo 
much  as  one  turning  during  its  whole  courfe,  and  there- 
fore flowing  with  an  incredible  rapidity^  Near  Apamea, 
after  a  courfe  of  ten  miles  Only,  the  Marfyas  is  again  re- 
ceived within  the  banks  of  the  Maeandcr,  which  it  left  at 
Celxnae ;  fo  that  in  reality  thefe  two  rivers  are  but  two 
branches  of  the  fame  original  ftream. 

Sangarius,  Sangaris,  or  Sangurus,  is  numbered  by 
Pliny  among  the  rivers  of  note  ^  5  it  fprings  from  the  hill 
Dihdymus,  wafhes  Phrygia  and  Bithynia,  and  empties  it- 
felf into  the  Black  Sea.  Phryx,  which  divides  Phrygia 
from  Caria,  and  difenlbogues  itfelf  into  the  Hermus,  now 
Sarabat.  Hermus,  much  celebrated  by  the  poets  for  its 
golden  fands,  takes  its  rife  near  Dorylaum,  and  falls  into 
the  Archipelago  near  Smyrna.    My(ias»  Orga,  Obrima,  &c» 

S  E  c  T.  iir. 

Of  the /Antiquity  y  Government,  Religion.,  Cuftoms,  Arts^ 
Learningy  ^c.  of  the  Ancient  Phrygians. 

T^  H  E  Phrygians  deemed  themfelves  the  moft  ancient  7-^^/^  ^^ 
"*    people  of.  the  world,  which  opinion  feems  to  have  ti^uitj. 
prevailed  even  among  the  Egyptians,  at  leaft  in  the  time 
of  Pfammeticus,  who,  ii^  point  of  antiquity,  looked  upon 
all  other  nations  with  an  eye  of  contempt. 

As  to  their  origin  all  is  dark  and  uncertain  :  feme  fup-  Origin, 
pofe  them  defcended  from  Togarmah,  one  of  Gomer's 
fons  ;  and  of  this  opinion  are  Jofephus  and  St.  Jerom, 
which  lail  adds,  that  they  were  known  to  the  Hebrews 
under  the  name  of  Tigrammanes.  Herodotus,  Strabo, 
Pliny,  and  Euftathius,  led  by. the  fimilitude  of  names, 
derive  them  from  the  Brygians,  a  people  of  Macedonia, 
who,  paffing  into  Afia  Minor,  were,  with  a  fmall  alteration, 
called  Phrygians,  and  the  country  which  they  fettled  in 
named  Phrygia.  All  that  can  be  concluded  from  this  fi- 
militude of  names,  is,  that  they  were  both  derived  from. 
the  fame  origin :  but,  in  order  to  prove  that  the  Phrygians 
were  a  colony  of  the  Brygians,  rather  than  the  Brygians 
a  colony  from  Phrygia,  recourfe  muft  be  had  to  fome 
other  argument.    Bochart 'is  of  opinion,  that  the  Phry- 

f  Plin«  Hift,  Nat,  r  Phaleg,  lib.  iii,  cap,  S. 

gians 
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gians  were  the  offspring  of  Gomer,.  the  eldeft  Con  of  Ja« 
phct,  the  word  Phfygia  being  the  Greek  tranflation  of  his 
name.  Jofephus  makeS'  Gomer  the  father  of  the  Gala- 
tians,  but  he,  by  the  Galatians,  muft  neceiTarily  mean 
the  Phrygians  inhabiting  that  part  of  Phrygia,  which  the 
Galatians  had  made  themfelves  mafters  of:  the  defcend- 
ents  of  Gomer  being  placed  by  E^ekiel '  northward  of  Ju- 
daea^  near  TogarmiSi  (which  Bochart  takes  to  be  Cappa- 
docia)  long  before  the  Gauls  palled  over  into  Afia.  We 
are  willing  to  let  Gomer  enjoy  the  fine  country  which 
Bochart  is  pleafed  to  give  him,  and  allow  him  the  honour 
of  being  the  progenitor  of  the  Phrygians,  fince  we  know 
no  other  perfon  on  whom  it  can  be  conferred  with  any  de- 
gree of  probability. 

The  ancient  Phrygians  are  defcribed  as  fuperftitiouSf 
voluptuous,  and  e£feminate,  without  any  prudence  or 
forecaft,  and  of  fuch  a  fervile  temper,  that  nothing  but 
ftripes  and  ill  ufage  could  make  them  comply  with  their 
duty  i  which  gave  rife  to  feveral  trite  and  well  known 
proverbs  (M).  They  are  faid  to  have  been  the  firft  in- 
ventors of  divination  by  the  finging,  flying,  and  feeding 
of  birds.  Their  mufic,  commonly  called  the  Phrygian 
mood,  is  alleged  by  fome  as  an  argument  of  their  ef- 
feminacy. 

Their  government  was  certainly  monarchical ;  for  all 
Phrygia  was,  during  the  reigns  of  fome  kings,  fubjeft  to 
one  prince.  Ninnacus,  Midas,  Manis,  Gordius,  and  his 
defcendents,'  were  undoubtedly  fovereigns  of  all  Phrygia. 
But,  fome  time  before  the  Trojan  war,  we  find  this. country 
divided  into  feveral  petty  kingdoms,  and  read  of  divers 
princes  reigning  at  the  fame  time.  Apollodorus  '  men- 
tions a  king  of  Phrygia  contemporary  with  Ilus  king  of 
Troy.     Cedrenus  "  and  others  fpeak  of  one  Teuthrans, 


•  Ezek.  xlviii.  €.  <  Lib.  iii. 

Sophocl.  in  Ajace.    Calaber,  lib.  iii. 


^  Cedrenus,  p.  104* 


(M)  **  Phryges  fero  fapi- 
unt,  Phryx  verberatus  melior, 
Phryx  non  minus  quam  Spyn- 
tharus,  &c."  which  proverbs 
intimate  their  fervile  temper ; 
and  fliew,  that  they  were  more 
fit  to  bewail  misfortunes  in  an 
unmanly  manner,  than  to  pre* 
vent  them  by  proper  meafures. 
Their  mufic  too  was  fuited  to 


their  efieminate  temper.  The 
Doric  mood  was  a  kind  of 
grave  and  folid  mufic ;  the 
Lydian,  a  doleful  and  lament* 
able  harmony  ;  but  the  Phry- 
gian chiefly  calculated  to  ef« 
reminate  and  enervate  the 
mind.  But  this  charadter  is 
contradi(^ed  by  others. 

king 
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Icing  of  a  finall  country  in  Phrygia,  whofe  territories  wcfe 
ravaged  by  Ajax,  himfelf  ilain  in  fingle  combat,  his  royal 
ieat  laid  in  afhes,  and  his  daughter,  by  name  Tecmefla, 
carried  away  captiye  by  the  conqueror.  Homer*  makes 
mention  0/  Phoreys  and  Afcanius,  both  princes,  and 
leaders  of  the  Phrygian  auxiliaries,  that  came  to  the  relief 
of  Troy.  Tantalus  was  king  of  Sipylus  only,  and  its  dif-  , 
trid,  a.prince  no  lefs  famous  for  hi$  great  wealth,  than 
infamous  for  his  covetoufnefs,  and  other  d^teftable  vices* 
That  Phrygia  was  fubdued  cither  by  Ninus,  as  Diodorus 
Siculus  informs  us,  or  by  the  Amazons,  as  we  read  in 
Suidas  ',  is  not  fufficiently  warranted.  Moft  authors* 
that  fpeak  of  Gordius,  tell  us,  that  the  Phrygians,  having 
fent  to  confult  an  oracle,  in  order  to  know  how  they  might 
put  an  end  to  the  inteftine  broils*  which  rent  their  coun« 
try.  into  many  factions  and  parties,  received  for  anfwer, 
that  the  moft  efFeAual  means  to  deliver  themfelves  and 
their  country  from  the  calamities  they  groaned  under,  was 
to  commit  the  government  to  a  king.  This  advice  they 
followed  accordingly,  and  placed  Gordius  on  the  throne. 

As  to  their  commerce,  ail  we  can  fay  is*  that  Apamea  Theirtradg^ 
was  the  chief  emporium  of  all  Afia  Minor.    Thither  re-  laivst 
forted  merchants  and  traders  from  all  parts  of  Greece,  ''^'■*'*.J« 
Italy,  and  the  neighbouring  iflands.     Befides,  we  know 
from  Syncellus,  that  the  Phrygians  were  for  fome  time 
Biafters  of  the  fea,  and  none  but  trading  nations  ever  pre- 
•Tailed  on  that  element.     The  country  produced  many 
choice  and  ufeful  commodities,  which  afforded  confider- 
able  exports.    They  had  a  fafe  coaft,  convenient  harbours, 
and  whatever  may  incline  us  to  think  that  they  carried  on 
a  confiderable  trade.   But,  as  moft  of  the  Phrygian  records 
are  loft,  we  will  not  dwell  on  conje£lures  fo  difficult  to  be 
afc^ertained. 

We  have  no  fet  form  of  their  laws ;  and  as  to  their 
•learning,  fince  we  are  told,  that,  for  fome  time,  they  en- 
joyed the  fovereignty  of  the  fea,  we  may  at  leaft,  allow 
them  a  competent  fkill  in  geography,  geometry,  and  aftro- 
nomy,  and  add  to  thefe,  from  what  we  have  faid  above, 
a  more  than  ordinary  knowlege  of  mufic 

Some  have  bfeen  of  opinion,  that  the  Phrygian  language  ^ff^tr  kmm 
bore  a  great  refemblance  to  the  Greek  ;    but  the  contrary  Z^^i^* 
is  manifeft  from  the  few  Phrygian  words  which  have  been 
tranfmitted  to  us,  and  carefully  colIe£ted  by  Bochart  *  and 

X  Iliad,  6.  7  Said.  v!t.  'o^i«c«  *  Bochart*  Qjiaeft* 

Utrum  MtitSit  uAquam  fuerit  in  Italia  ? 

^VOIr.  III.  G  g  Bttd« 
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Rudbcchius  •.  To  thefe  we  may  add  the  authority  df 
Strabo  *,  who,  after  attempting  to  derive  the  name  of  a 
Phrygian  city  from  the  Greek,  concludes,  that  it  is  a  dif- 
ficult matter  to  difcover  any  fimilitude  between  the  bar- 
barous words  of  the  Phrygian  language  and  the  Greek. 
The  Phrygian  tongue,  after  the  experiment  made  by 
Pfammetichus  king  of  Egypt,  was  looked  upon  by  the 
Egyptians  as  the  raoft  ancient  language  of  the  world. 
But  other  nations,  particularly  the  Scythians,  refufed  ta 
fubmit  to  their  opinion,  as  founded  on  an  argument  of  no 
real  weight.  "  As  the '  two  children,"  fay  they,  **  had 
never  heard  the  voice  of  any  human  creature,  ,the  word 
,  hecy  OT  bekkos^  the  firft  they  uttered,  was  only  an  imitation 
of  the  goats  that  had  fuckled  them,  and  happened  to  be  a 
Phrygian  word  fignifying  bread  (L)." 
^iir  reli'  The  ancient  Phrygians  were  greatly  addi£Ved  to  fuper- 
gion,  ftition.     They  had  many  idols ;   but  the  goddefs  Cybele 

Cyhelithiir  f^^j^g  ^q  j^aye  been  their  principal  deity.  She  was  called 
'  '^  ''>  Cybele,  Berecyntbia,  Dindymene^  from  Cybelus,  Bere- 
cynthus,  Dindymenus,  all  hills  of  Phrygia,  and  Idaea 
from  Mount  Ida  in  Troas,  becaufe  on  thefe  hills  fhe  was 
worfhipped  in  a  particular  manner.  She  was  alfo  named 
Cnbebe,  becaufe  her  priefts,  when  feized  with  their  fran- 
tic fits,  ufcd  to  throw  themfelves  on  their  heads  (M). 
The  hiftory  of  Cybele  is  varioufly  related  by  the  Greek, 
Phrygian,  and  Roman  mythologifts-  The  firft  pretend 
that  me  fprang  from  one  of  the  ftones  ufed  by  Deucalion 
and  Pyrrha  for  repeopling  the  earth  after  the  deluge  ;  and 
expatiate  on  the  abfurd  fable  of  Acdeftis  and  Atfis,  as  it 
IS  particularized  by  Arnobius.  The  Phrygians  affirm  (he 
was  daughter  of  their  firft  king  Meon,  debauched  by  Attis, 
whom  her*  father  caufed  to  be  put  to  death ;  and  that  fhe 
afterwards  wandered  with  Apollo  to  the  country  of  the 
Hyperboreans.  According  to  the  Roman  mythology,  fhe 
\  was  the  daughter  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  wife  of  Sa- 

I  turn,  the  fai;ne  with  Ops,   Rhea,   Vefta,  and    the  Dea 

i  Bona  *^, 

*  Rudbec.  in  Atlant.  torn.  i.  p.  36.  b  Strab.  lib.  xii« 

t  Vide  Arnob.  contra  Gcntea,  lib.  viii.    Eufeb.  Praepar.  Evang. 
lib  ii.  IV.    Li7.  decad.  iii.  lib.  ix. 

I  (L)  GoropiusBecanus  makes  the  word  becker  in  that  Ian- 

ufe  of  the  fame  ^irgument-  to  guage  fignifies  a  laker. 
prove,    that  the  High-Dutch        (M)  From  the  Greek  verb 

n   the    original    or    mother-  xi^nfiw^  in  caput  provolvi. 


tongue  of  the  world,  becaufe 


-,   -  -• 
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\  ^Thls  gcddefs  was  piftured  fitting  in  a  chariot  drawn  t>y  j/^^  ^/^ 
four  lions,  crowned  with  towersy  holding  a  key  in  her  tured. 
hand,  and  attired  with  a  garment  feeded  with"  flowers  of 
different  colours.  Allegorifts,  by  Cybele  mean  the  earthy 
taking  her  crown  of  towers  to  be  an  emblem  of  the  towns 
and  cities  built  thereon ;  the  key  flie  holds  in  her  hand 
intimates  that  the  earth,  which  during  the  winter,  is  in  a 
certain  manner  locked  up,  begins  to  open  in  the  fpring, 
and  the  feeds  to  (hoot  up.;  her  garment,  variegated  with 
flowers  of  divers  colours,  is  a  fymbol  of  the  earth  beauti- 
fully enamelled  with  all  kinds  of  flowers  ;  the  lions  that 
draw  her  chariot  denote  her  empire  over  all  forts  of  ani- 
mals, which  ihe  both  produces  and  hourifhes ;  finally, 
Saturn,  that  is.  Time,  is  feigned  to  be  her  hufband,  to 
fignify  that  the  earth  produces  nothing  but  in  time.  Eu- 
febius  ^  and  others  are  of  opinion,  that  Cybele  was  a  wo- 
man famous  for  her  (kill  in  remedies  againft  fuch  dif- 
tempers  as  young  children  are  fubje£l  to,  and  that  on  this 
knowlege  are  grounded  all  the  flories  related  of  her. 

Cybele  had  her  peculiar  prieftsj  ceremonies,  and  facri-  Herprhpp 
fices.     Her  priefls  were  called  in  the  Phrygian  language  eeremofius, 
Cubeboi,  for  the  reafon  we  have  alleged  above.    The  andfacri* 
Greeks  and  Latins  named  them  Curetes,  Corybantes,  and  fi^^^^ 
Galli,  from  the  i;iver  Callus  flowing  through  Peflfmus, 
where  this  goddefs -had  a.  magnificent  temple.    They  were 
^fo  flyled  Idsei  ds^^yli ;  but  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  ac^ 
count  for  this  appellation.     What  different  authors  have 
written  on  the  fubje£l,  is  no  other  than  a  colleflion  of  ab^ 
furd  contradidions  *  (N). 

Tht 

*  Diodoi'.  Sicul.  lib.  iii.    Eiifeb.  de  Prsep.  £vang.  e  Vide 

Strab.  lib.  x.  ApoUon.  in  Argonaut.  Fr.  not.  in  ScboHaft.  Lu- 
cian,  torn.  ii.  NataK  Conies,  Ub.  ix.  Mythk  cap.  7.  Diodor. 
p.  123.  Dionyf.  lib.  i^  p.  38.  4.2.  Newton.  Chron.  of  Anc.  King- 
doms, chap.  ii.  p.  146. 


(N)  Clemens  Alexandrinus 
afcribes  to  the  Curetes  the  in- 
vention of  mufical  chimes, 
and  of  the  letters  called  Ephe- 
iian.  Thefe  Curetes  were  no 
lefs  efleemed  for  their  fkill  and 
knowlege  in  religious  matters, 
and  myllical  praftices,  than 
for  their  arts  and  fciences.  In 
Phrygia,  they  attended  the 
'my  Aeries  of  Cybele;  in  Crete, 
and  the  Terra  Curetumi  thofe 


of  Jupiter,  who  had  been 
brought  up  under  their  care 
and  tuition  in  a  cave  of  Mount 
Ida,  where  they  danced  about 
him  in  their  armour  with  great 
noife,  to  drown  the  cries  of  the 
infant,  and  conceal  him  from 
his  father  Saturn,  who  fought 
his  deftru£tion.  Cybele,"  or 
the  Great  Mother,  wa?  fome- 
times  reprefented  with  a  key, 
and  fometimes  with  a  drum, 
6  g  2  in 
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The  ceremonies  performed  by  thcfc  pricfts  in  honour  of 
this  goddefs  were  thefe:  at  ftated  times  they  ufed  to 
carry  tier  ftatue  about  the  ftreets,  dancing  and  (kipping 
round  it;  and,  after  having  with  Tiolent  gefticulations 
worked  themfelves  up  into  a  kind  of  frenzy,  they  began  to 
cut  and  flafh  their  bodies  with  knives  and  lancets.  This 
ceremony  was  performed  in  commemoration  of  the  grief 
wherewith  Cybele  was  tranfported  at  the  death  of  her  be^ 
loved  Attis.  A  pine-tree  was  yearly  wrapped  up  in  wool> 
and  with  great  folemnity  carried  by  the  priefts  into  the 
temple  of  the  goddefs,  in  commemoration  of  her  wrapping^ 
up  after  the  fame  manner  the  dead  body  of  Attis,  and  car« 
rying  it  to  her  cave  ;  on  thefe  occafions  the  priefts  were 
crownrt  with  violets,  which  were  fuppofed  to  have  fprung 
from  the  blood  of  Attis,  when  he  had  kid  violent  hands 
on  himfelf.  The  vi£):im8  immolated  in  honour  of  the 
Phrygian  goddefs  were  bulls  or  fhe-goats,  whence  the  fa- 
crifice  was  called  Taurobolium  or  Crioboliumv  At  Rome^ 
a  fow  was  yearly  iacrificed  to  her,  and  the  ceremony  per- 
formed by  a  prieft  and  prieftefsfent  for  out  of  Phrygia  on 
that  occafion.  Her  priefts  (thofe  at  leaft  who  were  known 
y^r  iimuch  under  the  name  of  Gaili)  were  all  eunuchs  ^  this  caftra- 
fntfis.  tion  the  great  goddefs  required  of  them  in  memory  of 
Attis,  who  was  {iaid  to  have  deprived  himfelf  of  his  viri- 
lity ;  and  the  waters  of  tlie  river  Gallus  were  believed  to 
infpire  them  with  fuch  a  frantic  enthuGafm,  as  impelled 
them  to  perform  the  operation  on  themfelves  without  the 
leaft  relu£tance*  They  were  not  allowed  to  df  ink  wincy 
becaufe  Attis,  overcome  with  that  liquor,  difclofed  his 
amours  with  Acdeftis,  which  he  had  ever  before  conceal- 
ed with  the  utmoft  care«  They  ahftained  from  bread,  in 
commemoration  of  the  long  faft  which  Cybete  kept  after 
the  death  of  the  fame  Attis.  They  held  oaths  to  be  un- 
lawful on  all  occafions,  which  tenet,  fome  tell  xis,  was 
common  to  all  the  Phrygians.  The  priefts  were  placed 
after  their  death  on  a  ftone  of  ten  cubits  high  ^» 

'  Arnob.  lib.  v.    Hkronym.  Epift.  ad  L«tam« 


in  her  hand ;  a  circumilance 
which  has  made  fome  think, 
that  ihe  was  the  fame  Syrian 
goddefs  Aflarte,  whofe  chariot 
was  alfo  drawn  by  lions.  Lu- 
cian  tells  us,  that  fhe  was  the 
Cretan  Rhea,  that  is,  accord- 
itig  to  fome,  Europa,  the 
filler  of  Cadmus ;  and  thus  the 


Phoenicians  iirft  introduced,  a» 
Sir  Ifaac  Newton  obfervcs, 
among  the  Greeks  and  Phry- 
gians, the  pradice  of  deifying 
their  dead ;  for  we  meet  with 
no  inflance  of  any  fuch  prac- 
tice before  the-  departure  of 
Cadmus  and  £uropa  from 
Sidon. 

Be£de> 
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.  Befides  Cybele^  who  was  the  peculiar  deity  Qifhvjp,2^*  Other  dii^ 
the  Phrygians  worfliipped  divers  others  idols,    namely,  ''''  oj  the 
Bacchus,  whom  they  ftyled  Sabazios,  and  his  priefts  and  ^Kyg^^'* 
temples  Saboi.    ApoUodorus  acquaints  us,   that,    while 
Bacchus  was  travelling  through  rhrygla,  he  vtras  purified 
by  Cybele,  inftrufted  in  her  myfteries,  and  jprefented  by 
her  with  a  dole,  which  was  the  firft  he  ever  jufed«    Ada-  Adagjus. 
gyus,  whom  Bochart  takes  to  be  Hermaphroditus,  the 
ion  of  Venus  and  Mercury,  there  being,  at  lead  to  his. 
ear,  a  great  fimilitude  of  found  betweea  Adagyus  and  \ 

Androgynus.   Some  rank  alfo  the  Cabiri  or  Cabires  among  Cahiri. 
the  Phrygian  deities ;  and  add,  that  they  were  io  called 
£rom  Cabyrus,   a  hill  in  Phrygia,   or,   as  Stefimbrotus 
terms  it,  in  fierecynthia.    But  others,   with  more  ap*  -\ 

pe^rance  of  truth,  derive  their  name  from  the  Hebrew 
word  cablr,  fignifying  great  or  powerful. 

We  likewife  read  of  fome  dances  and  fongs  ufed  by  the  j)Mnces 
Phrygians  in  folemnizing  the  feilivals  of  their  gods,  and  and  Jongs 
fometimes  on  other  occauons,  which  they  called  lityerfes,  ^f^dhf  thi^ 
from  Lityerfes  fon  of  Midas,  king  of  Phrygia.  Helychius  ^^9S'^"'« 
mentions  certain  Phrygian  dances,  called  by  him  bricif- 
mata,  without  doubt  from  th^  word  Bryges,  the  ancienj: 
l^amt  of  the  Phrygians  ', 

8    E    C    T.      IV. 

The  Reigns  of  the  Kings  of  Phrygia* 

'T^HE  fucceflion  and  reigns  of  the  kings  of  Phrygia  are 
•*•  overcaft  with  fuch  an  impenetrable  mift,  and  inter<« 
rupted  with  fo  many  chafms,  that  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to 
give  any  tolerable  account  of  them.  However,  we  (hall 
here  produce  what  occurs  in  hiftory  relating  thereto,  and 
appears  moft  worthy  of  credit ;  though  we  cannot  fix, 
with  any  degree  pf  certainty,  the  date  of  their  reigns  and 

The  firft  king  of  Phrygia  we  find  mentioned  in  hiftory  ifannaem. 
fs  Nannacus,  Annacus,  or  Cannacas.  Suidas  fays,  he 
reigned  before  the  flood  of  Deucalion  j  and  that,  from 
thenc^s,  things  exceeding  ancient  were  proverbially  faid* 
to  be  from  the  time  of  Nannacus.  He  lived  to  a  very 
great  age ;  for  it  is  recorded  of  him,  that,  when  he  was 
above  three  hundred  years  old,  he  fent  to  enquire  of  aH 
Aofe  oracles,  that  were  in  any  repute,  how  long  he  (boul4 

Bocharti  ubi  fupra*  <     ' 

G  g  3  live. 
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live.  The  oracles  unanimoufly  anfwered,  that  at  his 
death  all  things  were  to  perifh  ;  whereupon,  repairing 
with  his  fubjefls  to  the  temples  of  the  gods,  he  ftrovc 
there  with  many  fighs  and  tears  to  appcafe  their  wrath, 
and  avert  the  impending  calamities;  and  thence  **  to  weep 
like  Nannacus,"  became  a  trite  expreflion  to  figpify  an  ex- 
traordinary grief  orforrQw**.  Not  long  after,  Nannacus 
died,  and  the  flood  of  Deucalion  enfuedj  which  was  at- 
tended with  the  deftruQion  of  mankind, 

TfSidas.  Midas  appears  nett,  of  whom  all  we  can  fay  is,  that 

he  refided  at  PeiEnus,  and  defigned  to  difpofe  of  his 
daughter,  by  name  U,  in  marriage  to  Attis^  or  Atys,  as 
we  have  already  mentioned. 

|kf00tff  The  next  king  we  read  of  is  Manis,  a  prince,  as  Plu- 

tarch informs  us  S  of  fiich  prowefs,  and  virtue^  that  the 
word  Manic,  derived  frptn  his  name,  became  fynonymqus 
with  great f  whence  Manic  atchievements  were  among  the: 
Phrygians  the  fame  as  greats  gloriousy  heroic  atchievements^. 

fi^diuj.  After  thefe  reigned  Gordius,  who  was  raifed  from  the 

plough  to  the  throne.  His  elevation  is  related  thus : 
while  he  was  one  day  ploughing,  an  eagle  fettled  on  the 
yoke,  and  continued  there  all  day.  Gordius,  terrified  at 
this  prodigy,  went  to  confult  the  footh-foyers  of  '£elmit- 
fus,  a  city  in  Lydia,  about  fo  extraordinary  an  event ;  for 
the  art  of  divining  was,  in  a  manner,  hereditary  to  all 
the  Telmiffians,  At  his  entering  the  city  he  niet  with  ^ 
moft  beavitiful  young  woman,  who,  upon  his  enquiring 
after  the  footh-fayers,  and  acquainting  her  with  the  mo- 
tives of  hi?  journey,  informed  him,  as  flie  was  herfelf 
Jkilled  in  the  art,  that  nothing  lefs  t]lian  a  kingdom  was 
prefaged  by  that  omen »  and  at  the  fame  time  propof- 
^d  to  fhare  with  him,  in  wedlock,  the  hopes  with 
which  Ihe  had  infpired  him.  This  offer  feemed  to  him 
the  greateft  happinefs  that  could  attend  a  crown :  he 
therefore  readily  accepted  her  propofal,  gratifying  at  the 
fame  time  his  own  inclination.  Not  long  after  a  fedido]^ 
breaking  out  among  the^'  Phrygians,  the  oracles,  which 
they  confulted  on  that  occafion,  were  all  iinanimous  in 
advifing  them  to  commit  the  government  to  a  king,  if 
they  defired  to  put  a  flop  to  the  growing  evils»  Upon 
this  refponfe  fhe  Phrygian?  having  fent  again  to  confult 
;about  the  perfon  whom  they  (houldraife  to  that  dignity, 
their  ambafladors  were  enjoined  tp  acquaint  them|  that 

*  Ji  EraOn.  einliad.     '      I  Plutarch  del  fid.  &Ofir;  kEraihu 

Adag.  Chiliad,  it  cent  iii*  77* 
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tlie  firft  man,  who  after  their  returh  fliould  vifit  in  a  cart 
the  temple  of  Jupiter,  was  by  the  gods  defigned  for  their 
king.  The  ambafladors  had  fcarce  delivered  the  aftfwer 
of  the  oracle,  when  Gordius  appeared  riding  in  his  cart, 
and  was  immediately,  with  loud  fhouts  of  joy,  proclaim- 
ed king  of  Phrygia.  Gordiu«,  acknowleging  the  crown 
from  Jupiter,  in  memory  of  fo  fignal  a  favour  confecrated 
in  his  temple  the  cart  to  Regal  Majefty,  which,  not  by  the 
Phrygians  only,  but  other  nations,  was  adored  as  a  goddcfs. 
To  the  beam  of  the  cart  he  faftened  a  knot  woven  by  fuch 
art,  and  fo  perplexed,  that  the  monarchy  of  the  world 
was  promifed  by  the  oracles  to  him  who  fliould  untie  it. 
Alexander  the  Great  having  attempted  it  in  vain,  cut  it 
at  laft  with  his  fword,  And  thereby  either  fulfilled  or 
eluded  the  oracle.     We  know  nothing  more  of  Gordi^s,  ; 

but  that  he  built  the  city  of  Gordium,  which  was  his  re- 
fidence,  and  that  of  all  the  princes  of  the  Gordian  family. 
Plutarch  writes",  that  his  fon  Midas  was  born  of  the 
goddefs  worihipped  by  the  Romans,  under  the  name  of 
Bona  Dea ;  but,  whether  fhe  was  wife  to  Gordius,  is 
much  queftioned  by  the  mythologifts  (O). 

Gordius  was  fucceeded  .by  his  fon  Midas j  of  trhom  it  Midas* 
was  recorded,  that,  when  he  was  a  child,  a  fwarm  of 
ants  was  obferved  very  bufy  one  day,  while  he  was  afleep, 
in  conveying  their  ftores  of  wheat  into  his  mouth;  where- 
upon the  oracles  being  confulted,  returned  anfwer,  that 
Jmmenfe  riches  were  prefaged  by  that  omen.  The  pre- 
di£lion  was  completely  fulfilled ;  for  he  is  accounted  by 
all  the  ancients,  oije  of  the  richeft  princes  that  ever 
.reigned.  Strabo  fays  ",  that  he  dr/sw  vaft  tre^fures  from 
mines  of  metal,  difcovered  perhaps  in  his  reign,  on  Mount 
Bermius.  He  is  celebrated  by  fomc  writers  for  the  com- 
linefs  of  his  perfon  ;  by  others,  for  the  religious  bent, of 
his  mind.  He  is  faid  to  have  been  inftrufted  by  Orpheus 
in  the  myReries  of  religion,  and  to  have  filled  Phrygia 
with  new  deities,  temples,  priefts,  ceremonies,  and  fa- 
crifices**.  He  introduced  the  cuftom  of  mourning  over 
the  dead  with  doleful  fongs  or  dirges;  and,  by  annually 
reriewing  his  lamentations  pver  his    deceafed    mother, 

m  Plutarch,  in  Vita  Caefaris.  »  Strabo,  lib.  xiv.  p,  680. 

^  Arrian.  lib.  ii.    Juftin*  lib.  xi. 

(O)  Different    accounts    of    and  they  are  all  equally  uncer- 
their  fucceffion,  are  given  by    tain  (i), 
^lian,    Arrian,    Juftin,   &c, 

(i)  i£lian.  Vit.  H,  lib*  i«  cap.  i.    Arrian.  lib.  ill*    Juftin.  lib. 
%u  cap'Tf 

G  g  4  brought 
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brought  the  PhrTgians  by  degrees  to  worfhip  her'  as '% 
goddefsP.  He  built  the  town  of  Ancyra^,  where  an  anchor 
of  his  contrivance  was  to  be  feen  in  the  temple  of  Jupiter, 
when  Paufanius  travelled  through  Greece.  He  is  faid  to 
have  reigned  not  over  Phrygia  only,  but  alfo  Dardania, 
Cleobulus  Lyndius,  one  of  the*  feven  fages  of  Greece, 
honoured  his  monument  with  an  epitaph,  which  is  falfly 
afcribed  by  fome  to  Homer  ^  His  wife,  by  name  Hermotp 
dica,  is  celebrated  by  Heraclides  for  her  beauty  and  wif«« 
dom,  and  faid  to  have  been  the  firft  that  taught  the  inha*» 
bitants  pf  Cyme  to  coin  money  '•  By  her>  Midas  ba4 
three  fons,  Gordius,  A|icharaS|  and  Otreus  s  his  fourth 
ttvrfim  II.  (on  Lityerfes  was  a  baftard  (P). 

After  Midas,  reigned  his  eldeft  fon  Gordius ;  but  alJi 
Ve  can  fay  of  him  is,  that  he  furreunded  the  town  of 
Gordium  with  a  wall  ^  His  brother  Ancharus  is  celc^ 
brated  for  the  Ipve  he  bore  his  country,  having  even  Dit 
crificed  hi3  life  for  the  public  welfare,  The  fa£k  is  re» 
lated  thus " :  during  f be  reign  of  bis  father  Midasi  the 

p  Suidas  Utys,  %  Nonnus*  in  Orat.  xxx.  Greg.  Naz.  Paii>- 

Ain.  in  A^tici^'  Siiidas  Mttac*  '  Plutarch,  in  Vita,  5f  Antholo^ 
giiim  Planudis.  •  Heraclides  iif  Pelitiis.  ,  %  Stephan.  p.  99, 
«  Plutarch  in  Paralh    Stobaeui,  ScriQ.  vii. 

(P)  Nothing  has  rendered  tamorphofed  into  an  afs.    Coe* 

the  name  of  Midas  more  far  npn  in  his  firft  narration,  teU^ 

movis  than  the  Greek  proverb  us,  that  Midas,  having  found 

Mi^»i  om  ur»t   that  is,  Midas  a  treafure,  became  very  rich; 

has  ajpes  ears ;   but  what  gave  that,  being  inllrudcd  by  Or<» 

rife  to  that  faying,  is  varioufly  pheus  on  Mount  Pierius,  he 

reported,    The  poets  tell  us,  got  himfelf  by  various  artifices 

thit,  in  a  trial  ot  ikill  between  proclaimed  king  of  the  Bry- 

Pan  and  Apollo,  both  famous  gians ;    that  in  his  reign  Si? 

muficians^   and  rivals  in  that  lenus    appeared    on     Mount 

lirt,    Midas  gave  fentence  in  Brimej   that  whatever  Midas 

favour  of  the  former,  where-  touched  was  immediately  turn- 

npon  Apollo  clapped  a  pair  of  ed  into  gold ;   and  that,  mak- 

aues  ears  on  his  head :    this  ing  ufe  of  this  prodigy,   he 

tadge  of  ignorance  he  artfully  perfuaded  his  fubjeds  to  re- 

cpncealed  a  long  time  under  move  out  of  Europe  into  that 

his  diadem  ;  but  gt  laft  it  was  country  which  lies  on  the  Hel- 

upfortunately  difcovered  by  his  lefpont ;    that    he  fettled    iq 

barber,  and  made  public.     O-  My£a,  and  there  changed  the 

|hers  fayi  that  Mulas,  having  nanae  of  his  fubjeds ;  calling 

pffered  an  affront  to  Bacchus,  then^  no  more  Biyeiaiis,  bM^ 

|vas  by  the  incenftd  deity  me-  Phrygians  (a). 


{%)  Conon.apufiphot,  Biblloth^ 
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i^rtli  opened  to  a  prodigious  dcptbj  and  fwaUowed  4ip 
great  part  of  the  city  Celaen^ ;  whereupon  Mida9»  having 
recourfe  to  his  oracles,  underftood  that  the  opening  'W'ould 
not  clofe  till  the  moft  valuable  thing  in  human  life  were 
^rown  into  it.  This  anfwer  was  no  fooner  imparted  to 
ihe  inhabitants,  than  the  gold^  filver,  jewels,  and  what^ 
ever  elfe  of  any  value  came  to  their  han^ds,  was  eagerly 
facrificed  to  the  common  fafety^  But,  all  to  no  efied,  the 
chafm  continued  ftill  open.  Ancharus  conGderiog  witk 
himfclf,  that  nothing  in  the  world  was  of  fuch  value  a9 
^  human  foul,  embraced  his  father,  tpok  le^ve  of  his  wif<» 
Tlmothea,  and,  mounting  on  horfeback,  rode  fuU  fpecd 
into  the  opening,  which  immediately  clofed*  Hia  ez«» 
ample  was  long  aJFter  followed  in  a  parallel  cafe  by  CwT*  * 
tins  the  Roman. 

Otreus  is  ftyled  by  Homer  ^kin|  of  aliPhrygia,  and  Otnmm 
faidto  have  been  a  contemporary  with  Anchifes;  whence 
we  may  conclude,  that  he  fucceeded  his  brother  Gor- 
4ius. 

\  Lityerfes  reigned  at  Celaenae,  and  is  defcribed  ^  a  ra£-  LUftrfiu 
ixCy  unfbciable,  and  inhuman  tyrant.  Sofitheus,  the  tn^ 
gedian,  paints  him  as  a  man  of  an  infatiable  and  canine 
appetite,  he  having  in  one  day.emptied  three  large  baf^ 
kets  of  bread,  and  drank  twelve  gallons  of  wine.  He 
took  great  pleafure  in  agriculture ;  and  ufed  often  to  la- 
fx>ur  in  the  fields  like  a  common  hufbandmanJ  But^  as 
^^srof  cruelty  were  what  he  chiefly  delighted  in,  he  ufed 
to  oblige  fuch  as  happened  to  pafs  by  while  he  was  reaj^- 
ing,  to  join  with  him  in  the  work;  and  then,  cuttii^g  off 
llieir  beads,  bind  up  their  bodies  in  the  (heaves.  For 
thefe,  and  fuch  cruelties  he  was  put  to  death  by  Hercules, 
^nd  his  b6dy  thrown  into  the  Msander^^.  However*  his 
memory  was  cheriQied  by  the  reapers  of  Phrygia  ;  and  a 
hymn,  from  him  called  Lityerfes,  fung  in  harveft-time,  in 
honour  of  their  fellow-labourer  *. 

Midas  ir.  was  king  of  all  Phrygia ;  but  whofe  fon  he  /yr^^  n, 
was,  or  whom  he  fucceeded,  is  what  we  find  no  where 
recorded.  He  was  an  ufurper,  and  feized  on  the  crowp 
in  the  following  manner:  one  night,  under  pretence  of 
offering  a  folemn  facrifice  to  the  gods,  he  marched  out  of 
the  town  of  Gordium,  attended  with  a  numerous  band  of 
Phrygians,  playing  on  all  forts  of  mufical  inftruments» 

X  Homer  in  Hymnit,  7  Atbenaeut»  lib.  x.  cap.  i.    Bui- 

4as  iWTM(^i(,    Pollux^  lib.  x.        s  Thsocntot,  Jdill.  x.    Srite* 
fA^*  ?l)il>M.  ^i.  cent,  iVf  ad  7^* 

with 
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with  fwrords  and  daggers  concealed  under  their  garments*. 
The  citizens,  led  by  their  curiofity,  and  not  fufpefling 
any  treachery,  followed  them  out  of  the  town,  when  the 
confpirators,  all  on  a  fudden  throwing  away  their  mufical 
inftruments,  fell  upon  the  multitude  fwordin  hand,  feizcd 
the  city,  and  in  that  terror  and  confufion,  no  body  dar- 
ing to  oppofc  them,  proclaimed  Midas  king  of  Phrygia  *. 

ihrSus  Midas  II.  was  fucceedcd  by  Gordius  III.  perhaps  his 

III.  fon.     He  is  mentioned  by  Herodotus  *•  as  father  to  Midas, 

which  is  all  we  find  recorded  of  him.  Herodotus  does  not 
ftyle  him  king ;  but,  as  his  fon  reigned,  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  he  held  the  crown  before  him. 

Miidaslfl*  '  Midas  III.  fon  of  Gordius,  was  the  firft  among  foreign 
princes  that  fent  donations  to  the  oracle  at  Delphi ;  nc 
prefented  that  deity  with  the  royal  feat  or  tribunal.  He- 
rodotus, in  whofe  time  it  was  ftill  to  be  feen,  commends 
it  as  a  piece  of  moft  exquifite  workmanfhip  ^ ;  at  that  time 
it  ftood  by  the  golden  cups,  with  which  Gyges  king  of 
Lydia  had  prefented  the  fame  oracle.;  for,  after  Midas, 
Gyges  was  the  firft  of  the  Barbarians  who  fent  prefents  to 
Delphi*.  Perhaps  this  Midas  was  fucceeded  by  another 
Gordius;  for  we  find,  that  the  kings  of  Phrygia  took 
"alternatelythe  names  of  Gordius  and  Midas. 

Yr.  of  Fl.  Midas  iV.  lived  in  calamitous  times,  when  the  Cimme<p 
1713,       rians,  being  driven  out  of  Europe  by  the  Scythians,  in- 

AnteChr.  vaded  Afia  Minor,  poflefled  themfclves  of  Sardis,  and 
^35'        made  a  dreadful  havock  of  the  Lydians,  Paphlagonians, 

If' ^/oi  ir  ^"^  Phrygians.  Midas  finding  himfelf  in  po  condition  to 
oppofe  fo  powerful  an  enemy,  and  forefeeing  the  many  evils 
to  which  he  was  inevitably  expofed,  though^  beft  to  prevent 
them,  by  putting  an  end  to  his  unhappy  life,  by  drinking 
bull's  blood*.  Plutarch  fays*,  that  Midas' thus  ended  his  life, 
being  driven  to  defpair  by  frightful  dreams  and  apparitions; 
buttncfe,  in  all  likelihood,  were.occafioned  by  the-terror 
and  conliemation  he  was  in  at  the  approach  of  fo  dreadful 
and  mercilefs  an  enemy.  Midas  had  two  fons,  Adraftus, 
and  another,  whofe  name  is  not  mentioned  in  hiftory.  Ad- 
raftusj having  unfortunately  killed  his  brother  in  his  father's 
life-time,  and  being  thereupon  baniflied  Phrygia,  repaired 
to  the  court  of  Croefus  king  of  Lydia,  who  not  only  puri- 
fied bim,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  thofe  days,  frqm  the 

•  Poly  en  us,  lib.  vii,  ^  Herodot.  lib.  i.  cap.  14.  &  Hb« 

viii.  cap.  138.  .  «  Herodot.  lib.  i.  cap.  14,  » Hero- 

dot,  ib.  i  Strab.  lib.  i.    Euftathius  in  OdyflT.  a.  *  Plu- 

tarch, in  Q^^FJamiaio. 
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Mood  he  had  innocently  fhed,  but  earneftly  preffed  him 
to  remain  at  his  court,  affuring  him  he  fhould  want  for 
nothing.  Adraitus  complied  with  this  requeft,  and,  be- 
ing entrufted  with  the  education  of  the  king's  favourite 
fon,  by  name  Atys,  he  unfortunately  killed  him  too  at 
the  chace ;  an  accident  which  fo  grieved  him  that  he  laid 
violent  hands  on  himfelf,  though  Croefus  had  generoufly 
forgiven  him.  In  him  ended  the  royal  family  of  Phrygia, 
which  became  a  province  of  the  Lydian  monarchy,  and 
continued  in  that  ftate  till  Croefus  was  conquered,  and  all 
X.ydia  reduced  by  Cyrus. 

S    E    C    T.      V. 

The  Htjtory  of  Phrygia  Minor. 

np HIS  country  was  divided  into  two  parts,  the  mari-  Div\fimu 
^  time,  called  Hellefpontiaca,  and  the  Mediterranean^ 
termed  Epidetus.  The  former  borrowed  its  name  from 
the  Hellefpont,  and  extended,  along  the  coaft  from  the 
town  of  Percote,  to  the  promontory  Le£):um  or  Le£):on, 
oppofife  to  the  north-fide  of  the  iflahd  of  Lefbos.  This 
part  was  properly  called  Troas,  or  Troia,  though  the  Tro- 
jan kingdom  extended  from  the  river  Afopus  to  the  banks 
of  the  Caicus  ',  including  not  only  Troas,  but  alfo  the 
Greater  and  Leffer  Myfia.  Epiftetus,  or  the  inland  part 
of  ^hrygia  Minor,  extended  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
mount  Olympus,  in  the  Greater  Myfia.  This  part  at  firft 
belonged  to  Prufias  king  of  Bithynia,  who  yielded  it,  by 
agreement,  to  Eunienes  king  of  Pergarhus;  whence  it 
Vas  called  Epiftetus,  that  is,  acquired.  However,  thefe 
;ippellations  are  frequently  confounded,  and  both  attri- 
buted to  all  Phrygia  Minor. 

Phrygia  Minor  Jay  betv/cen  the  40th  and  42d  degrees 
of  north  latitude,  and  was  but  of  a  very  fmall  extent  in 
longitude,  which  we  (hall  not  pretend  to  determine,  there 
being  a  great  difagreement  among  authors,  as  to  the  boun- 
daries of  the  inland  provinces.  In  general  we  may  fay, 
that  Phrygia  Minor,  as  comprehending  both  the  Hellef- 
pontiaca and  Epi£tetus,  was  bounded  by  the  Propontis  6n 
the  north,  by  the  -Sgean  Sea  on  4he  fouth,  by  Myfia  Mi- 
nor on  the  eaft,  and  the  Hellefpont  on  the  weft. 

On  the  fea-coaft  were  the  cities  of  Percote,  Abydus,  Ciiin  «f 
y^ri{ba,Dardanum,Rhetum,Sigeum,Troy  or  Ilium,  Lariffa,  P^^ygi^ 

*  .Strab,  lib^  xiii,  p.  5811 
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Colonae^  Alexandria,  and  Troas.    Percote  18  often  men^ 
tioned  by  Strabo,  Flinyi  Arriany  and  Homer,  which  laft 
{peaks  of  one  Merops,  and  his  two  fons,  as  being  of  this 
city  *^.     Abydos  was  built  bv  the  Milefians,  on  the  Hellef- 
pont,  and  became  famous  lor  the  poetical  ftory  of  Hero 
sind  Leander*    Here  it  was  that  Xerxes  began  bis  bridge^ 
ever  which,  in  feven  days  and  feven  nights,  he  marched 
feventeen  hundred  thpufand  foot,  andfourfcore  thoufand 
borfe,  excluiive  of  camels  and  carriages*    Here  all  Alex- 
andei^s  cavalry,  and  moil:  of  his  infantry,  landed  under 
the  command  of  Farmenio,  on  their  paOing  out  of  Europe 
into  Afia.     Geographers  are  generally  of  opinion  that 
the  caftles  of  the  Dardanelles  were  built  on  the  ruins  of 
Seftos  and  Abydos ;   but  they  are  manifeftly  miftaken, 
for,    thofe  caftles  are  direftly  oppofite  to  each   other; 
whereas   Seftos  was   much  nearer   the  Propontis   than 
Abydos ;  and  Strabo  **  reckons  three  thoufand  feven  huU"* 
•     *         dried  and  fifty  paces  from  the  port  of  Abydos  to  that  of 
Seftos.     Befides,   there  are   no  remains  of  antiquity  to 
be  feen  near  the  caftles,   but  very  remarkable  veftiges 
three  miles  farther,  where  the  channel  is  confiderably 
narrower '( (^). 

Ari£ba» 


t  Homer.  Iliad,  a.  ven  %%^* 
4  Tourncfort  Voiage  au  Levant, 
tie,  icQ* 

( QJ  TheHellefpont,  every 
one  knows,  iigtiifies  the/ea  of 
Helle ;  for  the  ancients  tell  us, 
that  a  daughter  of  Athamas,  - 
king  of  Thebes,  whofe  name 
was  Helle,   was.  drowned  in 
that  channel,  as  (he  was  carry- 
ing the  golden  fleece  to  Col- 
chis with  her  brother  Phry- 
xus  ( I ).   The  name  of  Darda- 
nelles is  probably  derivted  from 
Dardanum,  an  ancient  city  not 
far  from   the   caftles  bearing 
that  naracf    This  iVreight'was 
anciently  called  the  Hellerpont, 
and  the  freight  of  Abydos; 
but  now  it  goes  under  the  fol- 
lowing names,  the  ilreight  of 
Gallipoli,  the  channel  of  the 
Dardanelles,    the  arm  of  St. 

(t)  f^unatluin 


h  Strab.  lib.  xiii.  p.  460, 
Spon  Votage  d*  Italic,  Dalmaw 

George,  from  a  famous  church 
of  St.  George  in  a  village  call* 
ed  PeriHafis,  not  far  from  Gal-» 
lipoli;  it  is  known  to  the 
Turks  by  the  name  of  Boghas/ 
or  flreight  of  the  White  Sea. 

The  mouth  of  the  channel 
is    defended  by  two    caftles » 
which  Mahomet  IV.  built  in 
1659,  *°  fecure  his  fleet  againft 
the  infults  of  the  Venetians, 
who  ufed  to  attack  it  in  fight 
of  the  old  caftles.     The  wa* 
ters,    that  pafs  through  this 
ftreight  from   the  Propontis, 
flow  with  great  rapidity;  when 
the  north  wind  blows^  no  fiiip 
can  enter ;  but,  when  the  wind 
is  fouth,  the  eurrent  is  fcarce 
perceptible.    Tourhefort  telfs 

DionyCp,  Sio« 

us, 
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"'  Arifta,  the  place  appointed  for  the  general  rendezvous 
©f  Alexander's  army,  after  he  had  pafled  the  Hellefpont, 
Dardanum,  built  by  king  Dardanus,  was  a  promontory, 
bearing  the  fame  name.  This  city  was  the  refidence  of 
Dardanus,  and  his  fucceflbr  Erichthonius.  It  commun^- 
eated  its  name  to  the  neighbouring  country,  and,  in  length 
of  time,  to  all  Troas.  Some  think,  that  the  Dardanelles 
borrowed  their  name  from  this  city.  Here  Mithridates 
amd  Sylla  concluded  a  peace.  Some  fay,  with  what  foutr- 
t}ation  we  know  not,  that  Dardanum  was  the  patrimony 
of  JEneas.  Rhaeteum,  memorable  for  the  tomb  of  Ajax, 
who  was  faid  to  have  been  interred  there  *.  Sigeum,  . 
feated  oft  a  promontory  of  the  fame  name,  whence  that 
fca  is  called  the  Sigean  Sea*.  On  this  promontory  was 
the  tomb  of  Achilles,  which  Alexander  honoured  with  a 
vifit(R).  •         - 

Troy,  or  Biurn,  a  city  made  immortal  by  the  inimife-  Trey. 
iable  poems  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  was  built  by  Tros,  king 
©f  that  country,  who  called  it  Troy  from  his  own  name, 
and  Ilium  from  that  of  his  fon  Ilus.     It  was  feated  on  a 
rifing  ground  near  mount  Ida>  and  about  five  miles  from 

^  Strab.  lib.  xiii.  p.  409.^  ^  Virg.  Anexd.  ii.  v€r.  3it» 

us,  that  the  mouth  of  the  Hel-  (R)  Pliny  (4)  places  not  far 

lefpont  is  four  miles  and  a  half  from  hence  the  tomb  of  Prote- 

over;butLeBrunfays(2),that  iilaus,  with  trees  fet  round  it 

it  is  only  a  mile  and  a  quarter,  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature; 

Spon(  3)  informs  us,  that  where  for,  when  they  are  grown  up 

the  old  caille  flands,  the  Hel-  to  fuch  a  height  as  to  be  dif- 

'  lefpont  is  near  two  miles  broad  i  covered  from  Troy,  they  bc- 

and  that   the  very  name  of  gin  to  wither,  and  foon  after 

Abydo  or  Avido  is-  unknown  die ;  then  they  (hoot  up  again, 

to  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  and  thrive  till  they  are  grown 

But  Le  Brun  aiTures  us,  that  up  to  their    former    height, 

the  flreight  at  the  old  caftles  is  when  they  begin  a-new  to  de- 
only  half  a  mile  over,  and  that*  cay  and  wither;  and  this  vi- 

one  ofthem  is  flill  called  Scflos,.  ciflitude  of  fliooting  up,  and 

and  the  other  Abydos,  or  Avi-  dying  away  has  continued,  fays 

do:    he  adds,   that  this  fea,  our  author,    ever  fince  they 

where  broadeft,  is  but  a  mile  were  firft  planted ;  that  is,  fince 

and  a  quarter  over,  and  half  a  the  death ^fProtefilaus,  who, 

mile  where  haiTOweft.  Abydos  in  <he  Trojan  expedition,  was 

was  taken  by  the  Turks,  through  the  firft  among  the  Greeks  that 

.the  treachery  of  the  governor's  fet  foot  in  Afia,  and  the  finft 

daughter,  in  the  year  1330*  that  was  flain. 

(a)  Voya^f  ail  Lcvarit*.  '  .(3)  Vpiage  d'Jtali^  kc*- 

.|4)  Pliny,  lib.  xvi.  cap.  44; 
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the  fliore.    There  were  fcarce  any  remains  of  it  to  ht 
feen  in  Strabo's  time  ;  and  moft  of  the  ancient^  as  well 
as  modern  writers,  confound   the  old  and  new   Ilium. 
This  new  city,  built  nearer  the  fea-coaft,  was  reduced 
to  a  village  in  the  time  of  Alexander  the  Great,  remark* 
able  for  nothing  but  a  temple  of  Minerva,  which  that 
prince  vifited,  after  having  defeated  Darius  on  the  banks 
of  the  Granicus,  and  enriched  with  offerings,  beftowiiig 
ample  privileges  on  the  place,  and  honouring  it  with  the 
title  of  city.     Hq  likewife  ordered  the  buildings  to  be  re« 
paired,  and  the  whole  city  to  be  embellifhed  by  Lyfima- 
chus,  one. of  his  generals,  who  furrounded  it  with  a  wall 
of  forty  furlongs  in  circumference.    It  was  again  reduced 
to  the  condition  of  an  inconfiderable  village,  when  the 
Romans  firft  entered  Ada.    As  they  pretended  to  be  the 
genuine  offspring  of  the  ancient  Trojans,  no  coft  nor 
pains  were  fpared  to  reftorc  it  to  its  ancient  luftre,  efpe-  * 
cially  in  the  time  of  the  Csefars.     Auguftus  fent  thither  a 
colony,  embelliflied  the  city  with  many  (lately  buildings, 
and  enriched  it  with  ample  privileges  and  exemptions. 
Bellonius  ^  tells  us,  that  in  his  time  the  walls  were  yet 
flanding,  with  the  ruinous  monuments  of  their  turrets ; 
and  that  he  fpent  four  hours  in  compaffing  them,  partly 
on  horfeback^  and  partly  on  foot.     He  obferved  round  the 
walls  a  great  many  marble  tombs  of  exquifite  workman- 
dip,  with  their  covers  entire.     Two  of  thefe  were  ftill 
remaining  when  Mr.  Spon  "  vifited  thofe  places ;  who  in- 
forms us,  that  they  were  in  the  ftyl^  of  the  ancient  Ro- 
mans, and  not  unlike  thofe  that  are  to  be  feen  at  Aries; 
,  whence  he  concludes  them  to  be  the  remains  of  that  Troy 
which  was  rebuilt  by  the  Romans;    Bellonius  likewife  ob- 
ferved the  ruins  of  three  great  towers,  one  on  the  top  of 
a  hill  not  far  from  the  fhore,  another  about  the  middlet 
and  the  third  at  the  bottom,  with  a  great  many  large  cif- 
terns  to  receive  the  rain  water.     As  to  the  fo  much  cele- 
brated rivers  Xanthus  and'Simois,  he  calls  them  fmall 
brooks,  and  adds,  that  in  fummer,  they  are  quite  dry. 
But  Sandys**  thinks  they  are  not  fo  contemptible.  Spon*^ 
obferved  on  the  fouth  of  the  haven  three  columns  lying 
among  the  briars,  of  wlych  two  were  entire,  and  each  of 
one  Cqgle  piece,  being  thirty  feet  long  j  the  third,  which 
.    was  broken  in  three  places,  was  thirty-five  feet  in  length, 
and  four  feet  nine  inches  in  diameter;  they  were  all  three 

™  Bellonius,  lib,  ii«  cap.  (S.  ^  Spon,  ubi  fiipra. 

*' Sandys/ lib.  i.  ^  Spon,  Voiage  d^Italie^  Dalmatic^  &c. 

ft 
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of  granate.     Le  Brun^  fpcaks  of  great  remains  of  a  moft  RmnsHk^ 
noble  ftrudure,  which  he  vifited,  at  the  diftance  of  about  fetn  4U 
five  miles  from  the  coaft.     The  four  gates  of  this  great  "^^V* 
edifice,  at  that  time  entire,  were  about  forty-five  feet  in 
height,  and  near  them  flood  a  wall  of  an  extraordinary 
thicknefs,  with  fourteen  gates  of  a  competent  fize.     The 
veftiges  of  this  magnificent  ftrufture  took  up  a  hundred 
and  thirty  feet  in  length,  and  a  hundred  in  breadth.     Our 
author  thinks,  that   thefe  ruins  may  vie  with  any  monu- 
ments of  antiquity  he  ever  faw.     The  harbour  of  Troy, 
fo  much  fpoken  of  by  the  ancients,  is  now  quite  choaked 
up  with  fand  5  however*  there  are  ftill  to  be  feen  frag- 
ments of  columns,  to  which  they  faflened  their  fhips  and  .  ,. 
gallies  'i  and,  as  thefe  wxre  placed  round  it,  Spon  thinks, 
that  the  port  was  about  a  mile  and  an  half  in  circum* 
fcrence. 

Troas  Alexandria  was  fituated  betweeti  the  promon-  tVvoi. 
tories  of  Le£):um  and  Sigaeum,  and  is  named  by  Stepha- 
nas in  the  fecond  place  among  the  eighteen  cities,  which 
were  fo  called  from  Alexander.  It  is  foraetimes  named 
Alexandria  without  the  appellation  of  Troas,  and  fome- 
times  Troas  without  that  of  Alexandria  or  Alexandrea. 
Its  firft  name  was  Antigonia,  from  its  founder  Antigonus, 
which  was  afterwards  changed  by  Lyfimachus  into  that  of 
Alexandria,  in  honour  of  Alexander '.  This  is  fuppofed 
to  be  the  place  meant  by  the  apoftle,  Afts  xx.  6.  it  being 
at  that  time  the  metropolis  of  the  province  5  it  lies  now  in 
ruins,  and  is  called  by  the  Turks  Efke-Stamboul. 

Of  the  rivers  that  watered  Troas,  or  Phrygia  Minor,  we  Rivm^ 
{hall  only  mention  the  Scamander  andSimois.'  The  firft 
rifes  from  Mount  Ida,  and,  having  received  within  its 
banks,  not  far  from  Troy,  the  Simois,  difcharges  itfelf 
into  the  -^gean  fea,  over  againft  the  ifland  of  Tenedos. 
It  is  faid,  by  Herodotus,  to  have  been  drunk  up  by  the 
army  of  Xerxes.  Its  original  name  was  Scamander ;  but 
it  was  afterwards  called  alfo  Zanthus,  becaufe  it  was  be- 
lieved to  communicate  a  yellowifli  tinfture  to  the  (heep 
that  drank  its  waters  *.  It  was  a  cuftom  among  the  Phry- 
gian brides  to  bathe  themfelves  before  mariage  in  this 
river,  ufing  on  that  occafion  the  following  words,  **  Re- 
'  ceive,  O  Scamander,  my  virginity."  Which  opportunity 
one  Ciraon,  an  Athenian,  taking  hold  of,  under  the  diL 

^    Voyage  du  Levant.  '    Plini.    lib.  v.  cap.  30.  Strab* 

lib.  xiii.  p.  408.  *  ^lian,  de  Animal,  lib.  viii.  cap,  2X*  Ubius 

S«queflcr  dft  Fliyninibus,    Maxim.  Tyrius,.  ferm,  xii. 
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gnife  of  a  rivtr-^cxf,  deflowered  Callirrhoe,  a  noble  virgfttf 
at  that  time  betrothed,  and  thereby  occalioned  the  abf(>- 
gating  that  fuperftitioas  ceremony. 

The  Simois  fprings  likewife  out  of  Mount  Ida,  falls  in« 
to  the  Scamander  near  Ilium,  and  difcharges  itfelf  into 
the  JSgean  fea.  Whatever  thefc  rivers  were  in  ancient 
times,  they  are  at  prefent  but  fmall  brooks,  if  the  accounts 
of  our  modern  travellers  are  to  be  dependefd  u(K>n. 
Mmmiidtu  Ida,  the  only  mountain  of  thiscountiy  that  deferves  no- 
tice,  is  rather  a  ridge  i)f  hills  than  a  fidgle  mafs  ;  for  it 
extends  from  the  city  of  Zeleia,  ne^r  the  borders  of  Myfia 
Minor,  to  the  promontory  Le£kum. 
M  ami  The  foil  of  this  diftri^i  was  anciently  reckoned  extremely 

^»^i*  fertile,  producing  whatever  was  requifite  for  the  pleafures 
of  life,  and  yielded  to  no  fpot  that  hy  under  the  fam^ 
happy  parallel ;  nor  at  this  day  are  there  wanting  figns  of 
^  its  fertility,  though  it  is  now  in  a  great  meafnre  uncul- 
tivated and  negleded.  Our  modem  travellers  defcribe 
the  Afiatic  coaft  of  the  Hellefpont  as  a  moft  beautiful  and 
fertile  traft  of  land,  the  hills  covered  with  vineyards  and 
olive  plantations,  and  the  vales  produ^Hve  of  all  forts  of 
grain ». 
Tmtkt.  Over-againft  Troy  lay  Tencdos,  about  two  leagues  from 

the  fhore,  and  formed  the  Trojan  harbour.    It  was  firft 
called  Leucophrys>  and  afterwards  Tenedos,  from  one 
Tenes  or  Tennes,  who  carried  a  colony  hither  from  the 
continent.    Tennes  was  fon  to  Cycnus,  king  of  Colone 
in  Troas,  and  defcribed  by  Diodorus  Siculus "  as  a  man 
^imiet        of  great  probity  and  jufticc,  greatly  beloved  by  his  fub- 
i^*  ***'  jefts  during  his  life,  and  adored  by  them  after  his  death. 
S^y^         Tennes,  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  ancient  inhabits 
ants,  was  fon  of  Cycnus  and  Proclea,  filler  to  Caletor, 
who  was  killed  by  Ajax  in  attempting  to  bum  the  ihips  of 
Hisadven-  Protefilaus.     Cycnus,  after  the  death  of  his  wife  Proclea, 
^"'*'*  married  Philonome ;  who  falling  in  love  with  her  ftcp- 

fon  Tennes,  and  finding  that  {he  could  by  no  means  pre- 
vail upon  him  to  comply  with  her  inceftuous  defires,  ac- 
cufedhim  to  her  hufband,  of  having  ofiered  her  violence. 
The  evidence  (he  produced  in  proof  of  her  charge  was  a 
plaver  on  the  flute.  Cycnus,  giving  more  credit  to  his 
vrite  than  to  his  fon,  caufed  him  to  be  (hut  up  in  a  cbeft, 
'aind  thrown  into  the  fea,  which  carried  the  cheft  fafe  to 
the  ifland  we  are  fpeaking  of,  where  Tennes  was  received 
$s  fent  by  the  gods,  and  with  loud  acclamations  pro- 

<  Tourncfort,  ttbi  fupra.  d  0iod,  Sicol*  lib.  v.  - 

claimed 
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claimed  king.  Some  writers  tell  us,  that  his  fitter,  who 
^as  named  Hemithea,  not  caring  to  furrive  her  brother,  v/as 
at  her  own  requeft  locked  up  with  him  in  the  chefl.  Some 
tjime  after  Cycnus,  being  convinced  of  his  fon's  innocence^ 
failed  to  Tenedos  to  implore  his  pardon,  and  exprefs  the 
concern  he  was  in  for  fo  hafty  and  inhuman  a  refolution. 
But  Tennes,  inftead  of  receiving  him,  went  to  the  har- 
bour, where,  with  a  hatchet,  he  cut  the  cable  which 
faftened  his  father's  fhip  to  the  fhore.  This  hatchet  was 
carried  by  Periclytus,  a  citizen  of  Tenedos  to  Delphos, 
and  there  lodged  in  the  temple  of  Apollo.  The  Tene- 
dians  caufed  two  others  to. be  made  refembling  this  in 
{hape  and  fize,  which  they  confecrated  in  the  temple  of 
their  city.  Thefe  adventures  gave  birth  to  two  famous 
proverbs  among  the.  ancients  (S). 

SECT- 


aH 


(S)  One  isTiveJt^  dvlwtrn^, 
that  is,  the  Tenedian  player  on 
the  Jittte^  a  faying  ufed  by  the 
Ancients  to  reproach  a  falfe  e- 
vidence.  The  other,  Ttvih^ 
iTfiXfxt;;^  that  is,  the  Tenedian 
ax^  an  expreffion  ufed  to  fignify 
a  quick  and  unalterable  refo- 
lution. Ariftotlej  cited  by  Ste- 
phanus,  explains  this  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner.  He  fays,  that 
a  king  of  Tenedos  having  en- 
acted a  law  forbidding  adultery 
on  pain  of  death,  the  firft  that 
tranfgreiTed  this  law  was  his 
own  Ton,  who  was  therefore  be- 
headed w^ith  an  ax.  Stepha- 
Aus  adds,  that  the  heads  of  the 
two  lovers,  back  to  back,  were 
reprefented  on  the  medals  of  the 
ifland,  ahd  on  the  reverfe  the  ax 
with  which  they  were  beheaded. 
It  is  certain,  feveral  medals  of 
this  kind  have  been  found  in 
that  ifland.  Some  take  thefe 
two  heads  to  be  thofe  of  Ten- 
lies  and  his  fifier  Hemithea, 
others  of  Jupiter  and  forae  A- 
hiazon,  who  might  have  found- 
ed a  city  in  Tenedos.  The  ax 
on  the  reverfe  was  the  inftru- 
jnept  iifed  by  the  inhabitants 

Vol.  Ill,     • 


in  the  execution  of  their  cri* 
minals.  Suidas  tells  us,  that 
Tennes,  after  he  was  fettled  on 
the  throne  of  Tennedos,  or* 
dcred  an  officer  to  fland  behind 
the  judge  in  all  public  trials, 
with  an  ax  in  his  hand,  ready 
to  ftrike  off  the  head  of  fuch  as 
ihould  give  falfe  evidence ;  and 
hence  livi^^  m  ^uit^y  1i)til\^ 
crvviyof^y  that  is,  a  man  ofTe* 
nedos^  an  advocate  of  Tenedos^ 
were  expreffions  ufed  to  fignify 
a  man  or  a  judge  of  great  fe* 
verity.  After  the  fall  of  Troy, 
the  inhabitants  were  brought 
fo  low,  that  they  gave  them- 
felves  up  to  their  neighbours* 
Tenedos  was  one  of  the  firft 
Conquefls  of  the  Perfians  after 
the  overthrow  of  the  lonians  at 
the  ille  of  Lada.  It  was  re- 
duced by  the  Athenians,  or  at 
leall:  iided  with  them  againfl 
the  Lacedemonians,  fince  Ni- 
colochus,  admiral  of  Lacedse- 
mon,  ravaged  this  iiland,  and 
raifed  contributions  in  it,  not- 
wlthftandingthevigllanceofthe 
Athenian  generals.  The  Ro- 
mans enjoyed  Tenedos  in  their 
turn ;  and  the  temple  of  that 
}I  h  town 


4^  tU  Itifiory  of  the  Hr^iMi^ 

S  E  C   T.    VI. 

Of  the  /fntiquity^  Ooveirntfknty  Laws^  ReUgienj  CfiftofHif 
•  ArtSy  Learmn^  and  7rnde J  $f  the  Trojans^. 

4tit9piifX^  npHE  iA^ab5<fcant9=  of  Leflcif  Phrygia,  ot  Trojat»,  f<f 
*  calfcd  from  TrOy,  the  metropolis  of  daat  cottntiy,r 
were,  without  all  doubt,  a  very  ancient  people ;  bat,  a* 
Co  their  original,  there  is  a  great  dtfagreemefm  amoiig  au-^ 
thors..  Some  make  them  Samothfaciansby  defcent,  others* 
fey  they  were  Greeks,  and  tell  u%  that  Teucer,  accord-' 
ing  to  them  the  firft  king  of  Troy,  was  by  birth  sm  Athc-* 
frem  nian,  and  lord  of  a  village  named  Axonus.     Some  derive 

whom  iiif-  them  from  the  ifland  of  Crete)  from  whence  they  fup-< 
€iMded,  pQfg  Phrygia  Minor  to  have  been  peopled  v  but  Ifhefe  are 
again  divided  asnong  themfelves  as  to  the  leader  of  thi» 
colony,  fome  beftowing  that  honour  on*  Teuceis,.  others  on 
Dardanus.-  Some  will  have  them  defcended  from'  the 
Arcadians,  and  there  are  not  wteting  writers  #hQ  make 
tJiem  even  come  originally  from  Italy  y  which  opinion,, 
though  deftitute  of  all  probability,  was  embpaced  by  Vir-^ 
gil,  as  moft  redounding  to  fhe  glory  of  that  country,  and 
perhaps  current  among  the  Romans  in  his  days*-  Bo-- 
chart  *  thinks,  that  Lefler  Phrygia  wa*  planted  by  Aft-* 
kenaz,  Gomer'is  eldeft  fon^  becaufe  fome  appellatives  of 
lakes,  rivers,  iilands,  cities,,  and  men  of  that  country,  beaf 
a  refemblance  to  this  name.  But  whoever  were  the  firft 
Inhabitants  of  this  country,  it  is  certain  that,,  in  procefs  o£ 

X  Pbaleg.  lib.  iii.  cap.  ^v 

town  was  plundered  by  Vcrres,  was  brought  from  Alexted^ia 
who,  as  Tully  informs  us,  car-  to  Conf^aiitiiiople,  left  it  (hould' 
riedaway,  to  the  great  grief  of  mould  on  flii)>-board,  the  vef- 
all  the  inhabitants,  the  uarue of  fels  being  trequently  wind* 
Tennes,  founder  of  the  city,  bound  tor  a  confidcrablc  time' 
This  ifland  is  about  eighteen  ^  at  the  entrance  ot  the  Dar- 
miles  in  circumference.  It  had  danelles.  Thefe  magazines,  a^ 
.  V  one  city,  two  havens,  and  a  Procopius  informs  us,:  wens- 
temple,  dedicated  to  Apollo  two  hundred  and  eighty  feet 
Sminthius.  There  are  no  ruins  long,  and  ninety  broad  (r).  Th« 
to  be  feen  at  Tenedos,  except  mufcate  wine  of  this  ifland  it 
thofe  of  the  granaries,  which  the  moft  delicious  of  lall  tht 
Juftinian  caufed  to  be  built  as  Levants 

IL  repofitory  for  the  corn  that 

« 

(i)  Prdcop*  deEdific.  Juftin.  lib«  v.  cap.  u 
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^itiei  llveU  blood  was  mixed  ^j^kh  ths^t  of  f^reignors^ 
t^amely,,  of  Myfians,  Samothraci^ipbSi^  Qreeks^  a.nd.Cr^tanSp 
vrho  fettled  among  them^  ^nd  were  r^glfioixed  of  the  fs^ox^ 
defceat  with  the  ancient  proprietors. 

As  to  their  governmentj  it  w^s,  no  doubt,  monar^^hic^l  Govern* 
find  hereditary ;  for,  from  Dardanus  to  Priam,  we  find  **''*'• 
the  father  coaftantly  fucceeded  by  the  fon,  or  th^  elder 
brother  by  the  younger.  Their  country  was  at  firft,,  lil^Q 
moil  othersjt  parcelled  out  into  feveral  petty  kingdoms ; 
for  we  read  oif  Cycnus,  Fandarus,  flurypylus^  and  other 
princes  of  fmall  territories,  within  the  limits  of  Leffef 
Phrygia  y*  But  all  thefe  were,  in  length  of  tiniie,  cither 
expelled  or  made  tributary  by  the  Trojan  kings ;  infomuch 
that  Strabo  '  enumerates  no  fewer  than  nine  fmalt  kipgr 
doms,  or  principalities,  fubjefi  to  Troy,  befides  the  iflan4 
pf  Lefbos.  And  this  is  the  true  reafon  that  protra£te4 
the  Trojan  war  to  fuch  a  length  $  for  all  thefe  countries 
were  to  be  fubdued  before  Troy  could  be  invefted. 

We  have  no  partict^lar  fyftem  of  their  }awa,  and  fliaU 
therefore  pafs  to  their  religion. 

As  to  the  religion  of  the  Trojan^^i  it  ytras,  in  fubilancie,  Riligm"^ 
kardly  different  from  that  of  the  inhabitants  qf  preater 
Phrygia,  which  we  have  already  defcribed.  Their  prin- 
cipal deities  fcem  to  have  been  Cybele,  or,  as  they  ftyled 
her,  **  The  great  mother  of  the  gods  ;'*  who,  according 
the  common  opinion,  was  brought  into  Troas,  from  Crete»  * 
by  Teucer,  lord  of  that  ifland,  and  the  progenitor  of  the 
Trojans  * ;  flie  was  chiefly  worfhipped  on  the  hills  of  Ida^ 
3Dindymus,  Be?recynthus,  and  Cybele,  whence  (he  bor- 
rowed her  name  \  Apollo,  who  had  a  temple  in  the  cita- 
del of  Troy,  called  Pergamus;  Minerva,  or  Palla§,  iq 
whofe  temple  was  the  famous  palladium,  a  wooded  ftatuc  The  PaUk* 
pf  this  goddefs,  holding  in  one  hand  a  buckler,  and  a  fppar  ^**' 
in  the  other,  fo  contrived  as  to  move  them,  an'd,  at  thp 
fame  time,  roll  htr  eyes  in  a  threatening  manner.  We 
are  told,  that,  while  the  Trojans  were  ereding  a  temple 
to  Pallas  in  their  citadel,  this  ftatue  fell  from  heaven  into 
it  before  it  was  covered.  An  oracle  being  confulted  on 
this  occafion,  returned  anfwer,  that  the  city  of  Troy  could 
hot  be  taken  fo  long  as  it  enjoyed  this  heavenly  gift  | 
^;vhich  refponfe  coming  to  the  knowlege  of  the  Greeks, 
Diomedes  and  Ulyfles  privately  entered  the  caftle,  killed 
the  guards,  and,  by  bereaving  the  Trojans  of  their  main 
defence,  enabled  the  Greeks  to  take  the  city.     All  ch^ 

r  Diodor.  SIcul.  lib.  V,    Strab.  lib.  xUi.  p.  408.  *  Ibid. 

^  Vireil.lib.iii. 
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Rotftan  writers  aflure  us,  that  this  Palladium  was  brought 
into  Italy  by  -/Eneas,  and  lodged  firft  at  Lavinium,  after- 
wards at  Alba,  and  at  laft  removed  to  Rome,  and  depofited 
there  in  the  temple  of  Vefta,  under  the  care  of  the  Veftals 
and  the  Nautian  family.  The  Romans  univerfally  be- 
lieved themfelves  matters  of  the  true  Palladium,  but  could 
never  fhew  how  they  came  by  it^  For,  to  fay  that  it  was 
in  Troy  when  the  city  was  taken,  is  to  deny  its  boafted 
virtue  of  rendering  that  city  impregnable  in  which  it  was 
lodged.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  was  ftolen  by  the  Greeks 
before  they  entered  Troy^  how  could  uEneas  bring  it  into 
Italy  (T)  ?       ^  J  ^ 

Venus  alfo  is  counted  amoitg  the  Trojan  deities ;  but 
as  to  Vefta,  whom  -^neas  is  faid  by^  the  poets  to  have  car- 
ried into  Italy  with  his  houfliold  gods„  we  find  not  any 
footfteps  of  worlhip  paid  her  at  Troy. 

Among  the  other  Trojan  deities,  we  find  mention  made 
of  Apollo  Sminthius,  fo  ftyled  from  the  Phrygian  word 
fminthos,  fignifying  a  field'fnoufe.  We  arc  told  ",  that  this 
fort  of  vermin  made  fuch  devaftation  in  the  fields  of  Troas*, 
that  the  inhabitarrts,  finding  all  other  means  of  ridding  the 
country  of  them  unfuccefs^l,  had  recourfe  to  the  oracle 

^  Strab.  lib.  xiii.  p.  415.    ^lian.  Vit.  H»  hb.  vw. 


(T)  There  is  great  variety 
of  opinions  among  the  ancients 
as  to  the  Trojan  Palladium. 
Some  tell  us  (1)^  that  a  king  of 
Phrygia  Major  prefented  Ilus 
with  a  pyed  ox^  warning  him, 
at  the  iame  time,  to  build  a 
city  where  the  ox  (hould  lie 
down ;  that  Ilus  followed  him, 
and,  in  the  place  where  he  lay 
down,  built  a  city,  calling  it, 
from  his  own  name.  Ilium. 
They  add,  that  Ilus,  having 
defired  Jupiter  to  fignify  his 
approbation  by  fome  vifiWe 
token,  he  found  the  Palladium 
next  morning  before  his  tent. 
Others  fay  that  Chry  fas,  daugh- 
ter of  Pallas  (2),  marrying,  Dar- 
danus,  brought  him  the  ralla- 

(i)  Apollod.  lib.  ill.        (2)  Rofinum  Roman.  Antiquitat.  p.  i47« 
(5)Seldcnus  de  DiisSyriis,  Syntag.  ii.  (4)  Dc  Errore  Pro* 

fanar.  Religion,  cap.  16,  (5)  InProtrcpt,  (6)  Arnob,  ad- 

verfus  Gentes,  lib.  iv. 

of 


dium  as  part  of  his  fortune: 
that  Dardanus  firft  ere6ted  a 
temple  in  Samothrace  to  this 
and  other  deities,  and  after- 
wards took  them  with  him  into 
Phrygia  on  the  Hellclpont. 
Lycophron  feems  to  infinuate, 
that  the  Palladium  was  a  Phoe- 
nician goddefs ;  for  he  calls 
Ulyftbs  As>^t¥6(mfjtof  xXafir»  4^- 
Ftxij?  0ia?  ( 3  )-.  Johannes  Antio- 
chenus,  Euflathius,  and  others, 
fay,  that  it  was  made  by  a  cer- 
tain mathematician,  and  co- 
vered over  with  a  human  ikin. 
Julius  Firmicus(4),  Clemens 
(^),  and  Arnobius  (6),  tell  us^ 
that  the  Gentiles  believed  it  was 
made  of  the  bones  of  Pelops. 


I 
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4>f  Dclphos,  which  anfwered,  "  That  they  (hould  be  de" 
Jivcted  from  that  plague  if  they  facrificed  to  Sminthian 
Apollo."  They  obeyed  the  injun£lion,  and  erefting  ^ 
temple  in  Amaxito,  a  city  of  Troas,  dedicated  it  to  their 
.-deiiverer  under  that  appellation.  Others  ^  allege,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Troas -worfhipped  -mice  for  having,  on  a 
certain  occafionj, gnawed, the .bow-ftrings  of  their  enemies, 
and  thereby  fecured  a  complete  victory  to  the  Phrygians. 
The  worlhip  of  Apollo  Sminthius  was  introduced  into 
JMyfia,  the  ifle  of  Tenedos,  and  otlier  countries;  for 
Strabo  tells  us,  that  a  moufe  was  engraved  at  the  foot  of 
Apollo's  ftatue,  in  a  temple  of  Chryfa,  a  city  of  Myfia, 
to  unfold  the  reafon  of  his  being  furnamed  Sminthian ; 
he  adds,  that  the  ftatue  was  made  by  pcopas,  a  celebrated 
ftatuary  of  Paros.  The  fame  author,  fpeaking  of  the  ifle 
of  Tenedos,  fays,  that  it  had  one  town,  two  havens,  and 
a  temple  dedica4:ed  to  Sminthian  Apollo  (U). 

We  can  fay  nothing  particular  touching  the  cuftoms  of  Cuflomsf 
the  Trojans,  th^r  civil  concerns,  or  their  arts  and  learn^  ^»^»«iO 
ing ;  they  are  celebrated  "by  the  ancients  as  one  of  the 
moft  polite  and  civilized  nations  of  thofe  days  ;  and  in. 
the  reigns  of  their  later  kings  they  rofc  to  a  very  confi- 
derable  pitgh    of  fplendor  and  magnificence.     Their  lan- 
guage was,  in  all  likelihood,  the  fame  fpoken  by  the  in- 
habitants of  Greater  Phrygia ;  and,  perhaps,  in  all  that 
traS,  which  was  afterwards  known  by  the  name  of  Afia 
Proper,  the  feveral  nations  fpoke  one  and  the  fame  tongue, 
with  fome  variation  of  dialeft. 

Their  trade  we  can  only  guef5  at  from  their  fituation,  Trade, 
which,  very  likely,  drew  merchants  from  all  the  neigh- 
bouring parts  to  traffick  In  their  CQuntry,  as  well  for  their 
own  growth  as  for  foreign  produftions.  Their  country 
was  ftocked  with  naany  ufeful.  commodities,  and  muft 
Jiave  abounded  in  all  things  neceflary  for  life,  fince  it 
cotild  fupport,  for  rnany  years  together,  two  very  confi- 
derable  armies,  as  we  ftiall  fee  in  the  following  fe^bion.  . 
Their  fettlements  in  Thrace,  ip  Peloponnefus,  in  Sicily, 
in  Italy,  in  Egypt,  and  in  Africa,  are  a  convincing  proof, 
that  they  applied  t'hemfelvee  pretty  earlyto  trade  and  navi- 

« 

c  Ptolcrao  apud  Clem.  Protrept. 

(U)Tournefortmentionstwo  a  two-edged  ax;    the    other 

medals  of  Tenedos,  one  with  bears  two  heads,  back  to  back ; 

Apollo's  head,  and  under  it  a  and,  on  the  reverfe,  the  (ame 

moufe,  having  on  the  reverfe  ax  with  two  mice. 

H  h  3  gation, 


4t*  '      neH^cfyofiUPhfygtoHh 

gfttiMy  which,  in  all  likelihood,  were  the  fourcci  of  th^ 
Hchcs,  Iplendor  and  power  wherein  they  far  excelled  aA 
the  neighbouring  ftates  ^. 


SECT.    VII. 
The  Reigns  of  the  Trojan  Kings. 


T 


RO  AS,  orPhrygia  Minor,  was,  in  all  probahiKtyv 
governed  hy  kings  before  the  reigns  of  1  eucer  and 
t)ardamis  i  for  Servius  names,  out  of  Nero's  Troica,  one 
Cynthius,  king  of  Troas,  long  before  Teucer.  But  the 
Trojan  hiftory  of  that  epoch  is  isither  fabulous  or  alto* 
gether  uncertain.  It  is  no  lefs  uncertain  which  of  the 
two  above  faid  princes  reigned  firft,  fome  writers  giving 
the  precedency  to  Teucer,  and  others  to  Dardanus.  Vft 
Aall  follow  the  nooft  common  opinion,  and  begin  with 
Teucer,  without  pretending  to  add  any  thing  of  our  own^ 
or  entering  into  the  merits  of  fo  perplexed  an  enqtury. 
f4MCir%  Teucer,  the  fon  of  Scamander  and  Ida,  that  is,  born 

in  Phrygia,  near  the  rivet  Scamander  and  Mount  Ida, 
ruled  over  all  Troas  or  Phrygia  Minor.  He  is  faid  to 
have  l>een  very  fortunate  and  fuccefsful  in  all  his  under- 
takings ;  but  what  they  were  we  find  no  where  ^ecified^ 
Having  no  iffue  male,  he'  married  his  only  daughter^  by 
fome  called  Bafia,  by  others  Afia,  by  others  Aarifba,  to 
pad^nus,  fettling  therewith  the  crown  of  Pyrygia  on  tjim 
and  his  defcendents.  Thofe  who  make  Teucer  a  Phry- 
gian by  birth,  fuppofe  him  to  have  come  to  the  crown  by 
lineal  defcent  5  and  place  Cynthius,  whom  we  have  men« 
tioned  above,  among  his  anceftors ;  fo  that,  according  to 
thefe  writers^  Teucer  was  not  the  founder  of  the  Trojan 
kingdom,  but  the  laft  of  a  long  feries  of  kings  prior  to 
thofe  of  the  Dardanian  family,  fprung  from  Dardanus  and 
Bafia.  From  Teucer  the  country  was  called  Teucria^  and 
the  inhabitant^  were  denominated  Teucri  (X}. 

» 

d  Paufanias  lib.  ii,  &  v*    Strab.  lib,  vi.    Diod.  Sic.  lib.  i.  cap«  i • 
Berodot.  lib.  rv. 

(X)  This  is  the  opinion  of  truth, as  any  other  could  have, 

Diodorus  Siculus,  and,  as  we  and  very  likely  did  not  depart 

tiave  hinted,  the  m#ft  common,  from  it  in  fuch  thinjgs  as  no 

However,'  Virgil,  who  had  as  ways     concerned     Auguftu^, 

good  means  to  come   at  the  makes  Teucer  a  Cretan  (7), 

(7}  ^neid,  lib.  iii«  ver.  1^4, 

Teucer 
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"Teucer  was  fueceeded  ^j  Dardanus,  the  fon  of  Corytufi  Dard$uniu 
$a  Corythus,  by  ^le^lra^  the  dau^ghter  of  Atlas.     Corytus 
^fn^  iking  pi  Saipottiracpt  wd  had  by  Ele£ira  two  fon^, 
lafius  a^d  Sardadusy  ^lid  pne  daughter,  named  Harmo- 
jfiia^.    P^danus  j^cceeded  h\^  father  in  .thp  .l^ingdom  of 
fSaniiotibrace^  where  fae  ere£ied  a  ftately  temple,  and  inftir 
(toted  religious  rites  and  ceremonies  in  honour  of  Palla^ 
and  the  .other  gods,  whofe  (latues  his  firft  wife  Chryfe 
h^  brought  with  her  as  part  of  her  fortune.    This  piety^ 
^gether  with  the  many  excellent  laws  he  is  faid  to  have 
ena£led  on  liis  .^cceiSon  to  the  crown,  gained  him  the 
reputation  of  a  wife,  juft,  and  religious  prince,  infomucb 
xhat  Teucer,  who  wa$  (tricken  in  years,  and  had  no  iifue- 
male,  invited  him.  into  Phrygia,   gave  him  in  marriage 
iiis  only  daughter  Baiia,  and  appointed  him  his  heir  and 
iucceflbr  to  the  kingdom  of  Pfarygia ;  which,  after  thp 
'4catfa  of  Tfucer  |ie  ruled  with  the  ^ame  equity  and  mp- 
•deratioa.    He  waged  war  with  the  neighbouring  ftate^ 
namely,  tbe  Papblagonians ;  and,  as  he  was  always  fucr 
cefsful,  extended  liie  boundaries  of  his  new  kingdom  by 
^cdnfiderable  acquifitions.     jt^e  hvilt  two  cities;   one  he 
Ijionoured  with  his  own  name,  iiyling  it  Dardana,  or  Dai> 
4ania,  and  this  he  chofe  for  his  royal  feat :  the  other  Jbe 
galled  Thymbra,  from  Thymbraeus,  one  of  his  intimates. 
Having  fettled  the  civil  concerns  of  the  kingdom,  and  made 
many  ufeful  iaws  for  the  due  admiiiiftration  of  jufticc^ 
ijvrhich  he  looked  upon  as  the  bafis  of  regal  authority,  h^ 
:applied  hinp(felf  entirely  to  religious  matters.     The  Palla- 
jdium,  or^  ^s  others  will  have  it,    the  Palladiums  (Y), 

wcrCj 

(Y)  Some  Alters  tdl  us,  that  fhould  never  be  liable  to  any 

Sardanus  had  with  Chryfe  two  difailers.      Dionyfius  Halicar* 

palladiums,  or  ftatues  of  Pal-  nalTenfis  gives   us  the  words, 

4a8,  and  that  they  were  both  which   the  oracle  was  faid  ta 

of  equal  virtue,  the  oracle  hav-  have  uttered,  and  are  the  fbl« 

Jng  promifed  that  the  city,  in  lowing : 
ivhich  either  of  them  was  kept, 

Fata  dabunt  urbem,  poteris  qua  condere  facra, 
Cfl^licolafque  illic  feflis  colere  atque  choreic. 
Munera  oanque  deie  fervabis  arce  repofta 
f  alladis  ;  haec  quonium  csepit  tua  regia  conjuz^ 
fiervatura  tuam  duris  procul  omnibus  urbem. 

One  q(  thefe,  fay  they,  was  -finaeas  into  Italy,  But  Varro 
fiolen  out  of  the  citadel  of  tells  us,  that  the  Palladium 
Troyby  DiomedesandUlyfles;  was  brought  to  Rome  by  onje 
but  the  other  was  brought  by    Nautes;    and  adds,  that  the 

H  h  4  prieft- 
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were,  by  his  orders,  brought  over  into  Phrygia;  'asTor 
the  other  gods,  which  he  had  with  his  firft  wife,  they 
were  left  in  Saipothrace  till  the  death  of  his  brother  lafius, 
who  governed  that  ifland  in  the  abfence  of  Dardanus. 
This  laft  had  two  wives,  the  firft  named  Chryfc,  an  Ar- 
cadian, who  brought  him  two  fons,  Idseus  and  Dimas ; 
the  other  Bafia,  who  likewife  bore  him  two  fons,  Zacyn-* 
thus  and  Erich thonius.  Idaeus  and  Dimas^  according  to 
Dionyfms  Halicarnaflenfis  %  inherited,  in  right  of  their 
mother,  the  territories  of  their  grandfather  in  Arcadia, 
whence  they  led  colonies  into  Aiia,  being  forced  to  quit  their 
own  country  by  frequent  inundations.  Zacynthus  planted 
a  colony  of  Phrygians  in  an  ifland  of  the  Ionian  fea,  which, 
from  hinvfelf,  he  called  Zacynthus^}  and  Erichthonius 
fucceeded  his  father  in  the  kingdom  of  Phrygia.  As  to 
liie  fifter  Harmonia,  {he  married  Cadmus,  founder  of  the 
Theban  kingdorh,  whom  her  brother  lafius  had  initiated 
$n  the  myfteries  of  religion.  Dardanus  reigned  iil  Phry- 
gia fixty-four  or  fixty-five  years,  an4  was  fucceeded  by 
his  fon 
Crkhti^  Erichthonius,  who,  treading  in  the  footfteps  of  his 
•**^t  father,  was  revered  by  his  fubjefts,  and  greatly  refpc£ked 

by  all  the  neighbouring  princes,  with  whom,  as  he  was 
more  inclined  to  peace  than  war,  he  carefully  maintained 
a  good  underftanding.  The  long  quiet  he  enjoyed  gave 
him  an  opportunity  of  heaping  uj)  immenfe  ricnes,  with- 
out burdening  the  fubje£b  with  taxes  and  impofitions. 
By  his  wife  Aftyoche  he  had  but  one  fon,  named  Tros* 
He  reigned,  according  to  fome  forty-fix,  according  to 
others,  feventy-five  years ;  and,  dying,  left  the  king- 
dom of  Phrygia  ^n  a  flourifliing  condition  (Z), 

On 

e  Dionyf.  Halicar.  lib.  i.  f  Ibid* 

priefthoad  of  Minerva  was  he-  ther,  by  name  IIus,  who  died 

reditary  in  his  family.    Others  before  his  father,  and  a  fitter 

fay  that  Diomedes,  after  the  named  Idaca,  who  married  Phi- 

deftrudion    of   Troy,     being  neus  II.   king  of  the   Thra- 

drivcn  by  aftorm  on  thecoafts  cian  Thyni.      As    the  namo 

of  Italy,  and  thpre  ordered  by  of    Erichthonius    is    entirely 

an  oracle   to   return  the  Palla-  Greek,    fome  have  concluded 

dium  to  the  Trojans,  fent  it  from  thence,  that   the  Greek 

'    to  jEneas  by  Nautes,  one  of  tongue  began  very  early  to  pre* 

.^nea«'s  friend^  and  compa-  vail  in  Phrygia;  which  arg\|- 

pions.  ment  would   be  of  no,  fmall 

(Z)Apollodorus  tells  us,  that  weight,  could  they  hut  prove, 

Erichthonius  had  ^  eld^r  bro-  that    prichthonius    was    that 

prince'a 
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On*the  death  of  Erichthonius  T^o^  afcended  the  throne^  fre^ 
and,  in  the  very  beginning  of  his  reign,  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  a  city,  which  foon  became  the  mpft  famous  of  all 
Afia.  This  grand  work  being  at  laft  finifli<?4.  He  invited 
all  the  neighbouring  princes,  except  Tantalus,  king  of 
Sipylus,  to  affift  at  the  folemn  dedicatipn  of  the  new  city. 
Why  Tantalus  was  omitted  we  know  not;  but  he  highly 
refented  fuch  a  contemptuous  exception,  a$  he  called  it ; 
and^  foon  after,  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  (hewing  his 
refcntment.  For  Ganymedes,  a  youth  of  extraordinary 
beauty,  the  darling  of  his  father  Tros«  being  fent  l^y  hii|i 
with  a  fplendid  retinue,  to  carry  prefent6  of  great  value  t<? 
Jupiter  Europaeus,  in  paffuig  through  the  territories  of 
Tantalus,  was  not  only  detained,  but  abufed,  by  that 
yicious  and  impious  king.  This  indignity  the  generous 
youth  took  fo  to  heart,  that  he  died  foon  after  of  pure 
grief.  Neither  did  his  father  Tros  long  furvivc  him  ;  for 
the  war  which  he  made  upon  Tantalus,  to  revenge  the 
^afiVont  ofFered  to  his  fon,  proving  unfuccefsful»  the  afflic- 
tion, which  arofe  from  thence,  joined  to  the  concern  he 
was  in  for  the  lofs  of  his  favourite  fon,  put  an  end  to  his 
days  in  the  fixtieth,  or,  according  to  others,  in  the  forty- 
ninth  year  of  his  reign.  He  had  by  his  wife  Acalide,  or, 
as  ApoUodorus  calls  her,  Callirrhoe,  three  fons,  Ilus, 
Ganymedes,  and  AiTaracus,  and  one  daughter,  by  name 
Cleomeftra,  or,  as  ApoUodorus  will  have  it,  Cleopatra. 
Hyginus,  by  miftake,  makes  Canymedes  fon  to  Erich- 
thonius^ From  this  king  Phrygia  Minor  borrowed  the 
fiame  of  Troas,  as  its  metropolis  did  that  of  Troy. 

CieomeiUa  had  but  one  fon,  called  Lyerfus,  father  Antinw. 
to  Antenor.  As  jto  Lyei^fus,  ancient  hiftory  is  quite  filent ; 
but  Antenor  is  greatly  commended  for  his  prudence  and 
wifdom.  He  was  fent  by  king  Priam  ambaflador  into 
.Greece  to  demand  his  (ifter  Hefione,  whom  Hercules, 
after  taking  Troy,  had  carried  captive  into  Greece,  and 
jbeftowed  on  Telamon,  as  a  reward  for  his  having  been 
the  firft  that  mounted  the  wall  pf  that  city.  The  Greeks 
treated  him  more  like  a  fpy  than  an  ambaflador;  where- 

prince's  original  or  Phrygian  Some,  finding  a  king  of  Athens 
name,  and  not  a  Greek  tranf-  bearing  the  fame  name,  infer 
lation  of  it ;  for  the  Greeks,  as  from  thence,  that  the  Trojans 
Plato obfenres( I ),  ufed  to  tranf-  were  originally  Athenians.  An 
late  foreign  names  into  their  opinion  built  on  fo  (light  a 
own  language,  as  the  Egyptians  foundation  is  fcarce  worth  re- 
did all  Greek  names  into  theirs,  futing. 

(i)  In  Atlantic. 

'  upon 
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'upon^  returning  to  Afia,  he  in^amed  Priam  and  liis  ftm^ 

^ainft  that  nation.     However,  fome  time  after,  h^  noft 

*<on}y  entertained  in  his  boafe  the  Gjieck  ambafladorf  thai 

were  feM  to  demand  Helena,  but  pfotefled  them  agatoft 

the  treacheix>»s  attempts  of  Priam's  fens,  ;md  fcnmd  means 

ito  convey  them  &fe  put  of  Trov.   He  was  Cent  into  Greece 

pn  a  fe<»nd  embafly,  mi  wbicn  oocafioa  he  is  commonly 

i)elieved  to  ha^e  betrayed  the  truft  repofed  in  him,  am^ 

'feme  years  after,  to  have  betrayed  the  city  itfelf  4  ieeiB|r 

that  Priam  vonld  hearken  to  no  condition^  of  peace,  to 

^hich  Anttnor  (hewed  himfelf  mightily  inclined  after  bis 

l^ft  embafly.    It  is  agreed  on  ail  hands  that  the  Greeks^ 

Altering  Troy  fword  in  hand,  Iheved,  in  the  hdght  of 

tiieir  revenge,  A  tender  and  friendly  regard  to  Antenor, 

Itaving  even  cauled  the  &in  of  a  panther  to  be  htmg  up 

before  the  door,  left,  thongh  mift^e,  any  violence  &Quld 

be  offered  to  his  houfe  or  perfon  by  tlie  greedy  and  incenfed 

Whether  he  foldiery.     Many,  however,  dear  him  from  all  treachery, 

betrayed     ^jjj  p^.  g  jnore  favourable  €oailm£lion  on  the  kindnefs 

^*  ^ewn  him  by  the  Greete  |  faying,  that  they  fpared  luiii 

merely  in  compliance  with  the  laws  of  hofpitali^,  which, 

in  thofe  days,   were  deemed  facred,  ev^n  by  Ihe  bio£|^ 

favage  nations.    Of  this  opinion  is  Livy  ^ ;  and  Virgil  aUis 

feems  to  free  him  from  all  fufpicion  t^f  treachery^  {^jing^ 

that  he  efcaped  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Gree;ks  ^.    ^ 

that  as  it  win,  the  Trojans,  that  remained  in  the  cpuntry 

aifter  the  deftrudion  of  Troy,  were  fo  prejudiced  againft 

liim,  that  they  obliged  him  to  withdraw  frpmTroas.    At 

the  fame  time  the  Heneti,  being  driven  out  of  Paphlar 

]gonia,  and  forced  to  feek  for  new  fettlements,  cfaofe  him 

for  their  leader  in  the  room  of  their  king  Pylsemenes,  who 

^^flh^    *iad  been  killed  at  the  fiege  of  Troy.  .  With  thefe,  and  a 

*»  it^-      f^^  Trojans,  he  put  to  fea ;  and,  fleering  his  courfe  np 

<the  Adriatic  gulf,  landed  in  the  coumry  of  the  Euganel, 

lying  between  the  fea  and  the  Alps.    There  he  refolved 

to  fettle ;  and,  having  driven  out  the  ancient  proprietors, 

«nd  blended  the  mixt  multitude  of  Heneti  and  Trojans 

"wnder  the  common  name  of  Veneti,  he  ^ave  rife  to  a  new 

nation.    He  laifed  a  fmall  town  in  the  place  where  -he 

landed,  and  called  it  Troy  i  and  he  is  fuppofed  to  have 

His  tjfm      ibuilt  the  city  of  Padua«  Antenor  had  by  his  wife  Theano^ 

j^Wi^.       ififter  to  Hecnba,  and  daughter  to  Ci&us  king  of  ThracCt 

4phldamus,  Coon,  Heliacon,  Laodocus,  Acamas>  Archiii> 

lochus,  Polybus,   Agenor,  Laodamas,  Demolcon,  Glau^ 

S  Decad.  L  lib.  !•  ^  ^neid*  lib*  i«  ver.  146^ 

CttSf 
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cus,  and  Crino.  Iphidamas  was  brought  up  in  Thrac^, 
tinder  the  care  of  his  grandfather,  and  came  to  fuccbur 
Priam  aiid  his  country  with  twelve  (hips,  which  he  left  at 
Percope,  marching  by  land  to  Troy,  where  he  was  flain 
ty  Agamemnon,  whom  Ke  had  engaged,  and  would,  very 
iikely,  have  conquered,  had  he  not  been  lefs  fortunate 
than  brave'.  Coon,  attempting  to  revenge  the  death  of 
his  brother,  fingled  out,  and  dangeroufly  wounded  the 
feme  Agamemnon,  but  at  laft  fell  lieWiie  by  his  hand. 
Hdiacon  married  Laodice,  daugliter  to  king  Priam,  Ar- 
chilocus  and  Acamas  commanded,  in  conjundtioh  with 
j£neas,  the  troops  of  Dardania.  Agenor  was  a  warribT 
of  great  prowefs,  attended  Heftor  in  his  boideft  under- 
takings, and  was  not  afraid  to  encounter  Achilles  himfclf *i 
The  others  are  named  by  Homer,  Paufanias,  Calaber,  8tc* 
Outperformed  nothing  worth  relating*  Pindar^  telis  us, 
that  the  fons  of  Antenor,  after  the  deftruftion  of  Troy, 
joined  Mendaus  and  Helena,  and  with  them  fettled  in 
Libya.  But  Eufebitis  fays,  that  they  reigned  in  PhrygiJ^ 
till  the  return  of  Heftor^s  fons,  by  whom  they  were  driver^ 
from  the  throne  and  the  country.  Perhaps  fome  of  them 
remained  in  Phrygia,  and  fome  accompanied  Menelaus 
and  Helena ;  among  the  latter  were,  according  to  Sym- 
machus  "*,  Glaucus,  Acamas,  and  Hippolochus  or  Archi- 
lochus.  As  to  Theano,  Antenor's  wife,  Suidas  and  Ce- 
drenus  inform  ns,  that  {he  was  the  chief  prieftefs  of  Pallas, 
land  that  (he  betrayed  the  Palladium  to  Diomedcs  and 
Ulyfles,  who  were  fent  into  Troy  under  the  pretence  of 
an  embaffy  to  king  Priam.  Let  us  now  return  to  the  fuc- 
ceflian  of  the  Trojan  kings. 

Tros  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Ilus,  who,  purfuing  /Atf"* 
with  great  vigour  the  war  which  his  father  had  begun, 
jafter  many  (ignal  viftories,  drove  Tantalus  out  of  Ada, 
and  poflefled  faimfelf  of  his  kingdom,  which  he  annexed 
to  the  crown  of  Phrygia.  Pelops,  the  fon  of  Tantalus, ^ 
Jafter  feveral  unfuccefsful  attempts,  was  at  laft  entirely 
routed,  and  forced  to  quit  Afia,  and  follow  his  father  in- 
to Greece.  Byfnus  king  of  the  Bebryces,  who  had  ef- 
!>oufed  the  quarrel  of  Tantalus  and  his  fon  Pelops,  was 
ikewife  defeated,  and,  fome  fay,  killed  in  the  engage- 
ment. Ilus,  having  thus  revenged  the  affront  offered  to 
his  brother,  applied  himfelf  intirely  to  civil  affairs,  and  is 
faid  to  have  made  a  great  many  ufeful  laws  for  the  regu- 
lation of  public  afiairs.    He  enlarged  and  adorned,  with 

i  Homer*  Iliad.  a«  Paufan.  in  Pboc.  k  Iliad*  A*         ^  Py^b* 

Cd.  V*  »  Apud  Ifaac*  Tzctzem.  p.  %j6» 

many 
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ni^ny  ftately  buildings,  the  city  of  Ilium  or  Troy*  Ru- 
t^jch  informs  us,  that  in  his  time  the  temple  of  Pallas 
ieing  fet  on  fire  by  lightning,  he  faved  the  Palladium  out 
of  the  flames  \  bu^  on  that  occafion,  loft  his  ifight,  which 
however,  he  afterwards  recovered.  Herodian  informs  us% 
that  he  called  the  place,  where  he  defeated  Tantalus, 
Peflinus,  which  name  was  afterwards  given  to  a  city 
built  on  that  fpot.  He  died  in  the  fortieth  year  of  his 
reigjtt.  He  had  by  his  wife  Lucippe  two  fons,  Titbonus 
JPi$im9  <^^^  Laomedon.  Tithonus,  whom  fome  believe  to  have 
j§as,TitA9*  }^tcn  the  fon,  and  not  the  brother  of  X<aom.edon>  wa^ 
»Ms  and  from  his  early  years  gjreatly  addifted  to  huntiog  j  by  which 
^'•■'^  ■*•  ^anly  cxercifc,  having  acquired  a  ftrong  and  robuft  con- 
;ftitutio?i,  he  Retook  himfelf  to  a  military  life,  and  went 
%o  ftxyc  anaong  the  .Aflyrian&,^  who  in  thofe  days  were  a 
vqry  warlike  people,  and  thought  to  excel  all  other  na^- 
tions  in  tte  jniUtarv  art.  His  courage  and  condudl  foon 
raifed  him  to  the  firy;  pofts  in  the  army,  in  which  he  ac- 
quitted ^imfelf  fo  well,  that  he  was  ranked  among  the 
Titanes^  or  chief  lords  of  the  Affyrian  pionarchy,  and 
made  goycrnor  .of  Perfia.  Hearing  thajt  Phrygia  was  in- 
vaded by  the  .Greeks,  he  pbtaioed  leave  of  Teutamus 
ling  of  Afiyria,  whoTiad  a  grea);  value  for  him,  to  fend 
liis  fon  Meranoo  at  the  bead  of  a  conliderable  body  of 
chofen  troops  to  afliil  his  countrymen.  But  this  expedi<r 
tion  proved  fatal  to  the  father  and  to  the  fon  *  for  Mem- 
jion  being  flain  by  the  Theflalians,  Tithonus,  already  worn 
put  with  old  age*  was  fo  grieved  for  bis  death,  that  he 
^id  not  long  outlive  hinv  The  /comelinefs  of  his  perfon, 
his  rifing  early  in  the  mornings  as  he  was  a  great  fportf- 
man,  the  old  ^ge  jbe  liyed  tjo,  and  his  pining  away  at  laft 
with  grief,  may  have  given  rife  to  the  many  fables  whicb 
the  poets  relate  of  him ;  but  for  thcfe,  and  their  expla- 
nation, we  muft  refer  the  reader  to  Athen^eus  %  Tzetzes  p, 
Natali^  Comes  ^,  and  other  mythologifts. 
M^mmm  Tithtonus  had  by  his  wife  Ci{&a»  or>  a^  Dlo^pras  calls 

mntilRmm^     her,  Ida,  two  fon$,   Memnon   and  Emathion^  and  one 
Mf«i»  the     daughter  named  Hemera.     Memnon,  being  brought  up 
S^a/**"'*''^  under  the  difcipline  of  bis  father,  proved  i  brave,  wife, 
"*'•      and  experienced  commander*    He  ferved  with  great  fuc- 
ccfs  in  Egypt  againft  the  Ethiopians,  who  were  become 
very  troublefome  neighbours  to  the  Egyptians  i   for    he 
routed  and  difperfed  their  armies,  laid  wafte  their  country* 

0 

"  Lib.  i;  •  Athcn.  lib.  xii.  6.  p  Ifaac  Tzetzes, 

Sn  Caflkndr*  Lye,  ^  Nataiis  Comet,  lib.  vL  cap.  4. 

and 
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and  obliged  them  to  pay  an  annual'  tribute  to  tbe  Egyp-* 
tiansi  who,  out  of  gratitude,  transferred  it  to  Mcmnon, 
a|)pointing  him  king  over  flie  country  which  he  had  fub- 
dued.  In  Ethiopia  he  built  a  city  bearing  his  own  name^ 
and  fome  make  him  likewife  the  founder  of  Abydusw 
Having  thus  diftinguiftied  himfelf  in  Egypt  and  Ethiopia^ 
he  returned  to  his  father  in  Aflyria,  where  he  was  fet 
over  part  of  Perfia,  in  quality  of  fatrapa  or  chief  gover- 
nor; and  is  faid  to  have  built  in  his  fatrapy  the  city  of 
Sufa  5  and  another,  to  which  he  imparted  his  own  name. 
Togratify  his  father,  he  marched  at  the  head  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  Ethiopians,  and  the  like  number  jof  other  auxiliaries, 
to  the  affiftance  of  king  Priam.  On  this  occafion  he  be- 
haved with  his  ufual  bravery,  and  often  put  the  Greeks  to 
flight;  but  at  laft,  falling  into  an  ambufcade,  was  killed 
by  Achilles  at  the  head  of  the  Theflalians.  His  body  was 
refcued  out  of  thfe  enemy's  hands ;  his  obfequies  were 
performed  with. great  folemnity ;  and  his  afhes  fent  back 
tb  his  father,  Jofephus  places  his  tomb  near  Ptolemais 
in  Phcenice  ;  but  Pliny  and  -^lian  fay,  that  he  was  buried 
at  Sufa  (A).  The  ftory  of  the  vocal  ftatue  of  Memnon  near 
Thebes,  in  Egypt,  is  generally  known.  This,  according  to 
Paufanius,  Euftathius,  and  Lucian,  was  broken  in  pieces  by 
'  order  of  Cambyfes ;  but  ever  after,  that  part  which  re- 
mained on  the  pedeftal,  at  the  rifmg  of  the  fun,  yielded 
a  found  like  that  of  the  firing  of  a  lyre  or  lute,  when  it 
breaks  on  the  inftrument  by  being  drawn  too  tight.  Eu- 
febius  feems  to  have  credited  this  ftory ;  for,  he  fays, 
that  this  miraculous  efFe£k  ceafed  at  the  birth  of  Chrift. 
Paufanius  '  informs  us  that  Memnon's  fword  was  kept  a^ 
Nicomedia;  and  produces  it  as  an  argument  to  prove, 
that  the  arms  ufed  by  the  ancients  were  of  brafs.  An- 
ticles,  quoted  by  Pliny,  fays,  that  Memnon  invented  let- 
ters fifteen  years  before  the  reign  of  Phoroneus  firft  king 

'  In  Atticis. 

(A)  Paufanius  tells  us,  that  of  Memnonian  birds.    Thefe, 

acenotaphium,oremptytomb,  on  flated  days,  flocked  to  the 

was  raifed  to  him  in  the  country  tomb,  cleared  the  ground,  on 

of  Troa6,  not  far  from  the  river  which  it  flood,  of  all  rubbifti ; 

Afopufi,  which  tomb,    as  the  and  afterwards^  dippuig  their 

inhabitants  informed  him,  was  wings  in  the  Afopus,  fprinkled 

yearly  vifited  by  flrange  birds,  it    with    the    water    of    that 

known  to  them  under  the  name  river  (2). 

(z)  Paufan.  ia  PtibciSf 
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of  Argot.    Helieiionti  *  makea  tiim  the  progenitor  of  tl)4 
Kings  of  Ethiopia. 

£i9a(hioii>  the  other  fdh  df  Tithoniiei  remained  ai 
home  vitb  bi$  uncle  Laomedon,  and  was  killed  in  th<; 
war  that  broke  out  between  hiih  and  Hercuks.  Probus 
the  grammarian  is  of  opinioni  that  Macedonia  niras  fronf 
him  named  Emathiaj  and  Ju(lin  mentions  an  ancient  king 
of  Macedonia  bearing  his  name  ^  Romus,  defcended 
from  one  of  the  fons  of  Tithonus^  was  reckoned  by  (omeg 
as  Plutarch  informs  us,  among  the  founders  of  Rome  \ 
As  to  Hemera»  we  know  nothing  of  her,  but  what  is  re^ 
lated  by  the  fpurious  Di£kys  now  extsint,  ^i^hofe  hiftory 
•  deferves  no  manner  of  credit* 

LamidoM.  On  the  death  of  11  us,  Laomedon  Mras  placed  on  th4 
throne,  his  elder  brother  Tithonus  being  at  the  fdm<i, 
time  employed  in  foreign  wars.  He  built  the  citadel  <^ 
Troy,  being  affifted  therein  by  Apollo  and  Neptune  i  thai 
is,  he  carried  on  the  work  with  the  treafures  that  were 
confecrated  to  them,  and  lodged  in  their  temples.  Seve-^ 
ral  inundations  are  faid  to  have  happened  in  his  reign^ 
and  a  plague  to  have  broke  out,  which  carried  off  great 
numbers  of  the  inhabitants.  Thefe  were  looked  upon  a$ 
puni{hments  infiicled  by  the  gods»  whofe  temples  he  bad 
plundered.  He  treated  Jafon,  and  the  other  Argonauts^ 
who  had  landed  on  the  coafts  of  Troas,  in  a  very  inhof*r 
pitable  manner,  refufing  to  fupply  them  with  necefiaries^ 
and  even  threatening  to  attack  them  as  enemies,  if  they 
did  not  forthwith  return  on  board  their  ihips,  and  quit 
Troytahn  the  country.  I'o  revenge  this  affront,  Hercules,  who 
kf  Her^  was  one  of  the  Argonauts,  returned  fome  time  after  with 
€uleu  twelve  gallies  to  Troy,  which  he  beiieged,  took,  ^nd  plun^ 

dered.    In  this;  war  Laomedon  killed  Oileus,  a  command 
der  of  great  renown,  but  was  himfelf  not  long  after  flain 
by  Hercules,  whom  he  engaged  with  more  courage  than 
caution.    Laomedon  had  five  fons,  Tithonus,  Lampon, 
Clytus,  Iceaton,  and  Priam  $  his  daughters  were  Hefione, 
Cilia,  Aftioche,    Antigone,  Proclia,    and  Euthria.     All 
his  fops,  except  Priam,  were  killed  in  the  war  with  Her- 
7hi  di"       cules.     As  to  the  daughters,  Hefione  being  taken  by  Her- 
Jcendentstf  cules,   was    beftowed   in  xmarriage  on  Telamon,    who 
Listnidan.    tVeated  her  more  like  his  concubine  thaii  his  wife  $  whicU 
indignity  Priam,  who  had  fucceeded  his  father^  no  foon«r 
underftood^  than  he  fent  Antenor  into  Greece  to  expof-* 

•  In  Ethiop.  lib.  x.  cap«  i«         t  Juftin.  lib.  vii*         *  Platarch 
in  Romulo. 

tulate 
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Mate  with  Tclamon^  and  to  demand  his  fifter  Hefiooe# 
In  the  council  of  the  prince»of  Greece,  this  embaiTv  was 
heard  with  contempti  and  the  ambafiadoi^  were  tt(ea  in  a 
manner  no  ways  fnitable  to  their  charader ;  and  this  con« 
tempt  gave  dccafion,  according  to  feTcral  writers^  to  the 
Trojan  war,. 

Laomedon  being  flatn  hj  Hercules,  Podarces,  the  onl j .  Priam4 
furriving  fon»  who  had  been  carried  away  captive  with  hi«^ 
fifter  Hefione,  was  with  a  great  fnm  of  money  ranfoniedf 
and  placed  on  the  throne  of  his  anceflors;  and  hence  came 
the  furname  of  Priam,  which  is  derived  from  the  Greek 
verb  fignifying  to  ndiem  or  ranfom^  His  firft  care,  aftei* 
bis  accefiion  to  the  throne,  was  to  encompafs  the  city  of 
Troy  with  a  ftrong  wall,  to  prevent  fuch  calamities  as  had 
happened  in  his  ^thePs  reign.  A  mine  of  goldhavtng 
been  difcovered,  in  the  beginning  of  hi&  reign,  near 
Abydus,  he  was  thereby  ensibled  to  undertake  and  carry 
cm  many  public  works  \  for  he  is  faid  to  have  embel^ 
lifhed  the  city  with  ftately  edifices,  towers,  caftles,  and 
aqueduj^s.  He  maintained  in  conftant  pay  a  confiderabte 
army,  reduced  moft  of  the  neighbouring  ftates,  and  was  . 
rather  confidered  as  fovereign  of  all  Afia  Minor,  tlnin  « 

king  of  Troas.  He  married  to  his  firft  wife  Arifba,  or» 
as  others  call  her,  Alyxothoe,  by  whom  he  had  but  one 
fon  named  -Sfacus;  but  by  his  fecond  wife  Hecuba, 
daughter  to  CiiTeus  king  ot  Thrace,  he  had  Heftor, 
Alexander  or  Paris,  Deiphobus,  Helenus,  Polites,  Anti- 
phus,  Hipponous,  Polvdorus,  and  Troilus;  hi»  daogh'- 
ters  were  Creufa,  Laodice,  Polyxena,  and  Caflandra.  Be- 
fides  thefe,  he  had  many  children  by  concubines,  in  all 
to  the  number  of  fifty.  Some  writers  fay,  that,  being 
abroad  when  Troy  was  taken  in  the  reign  of  his  father, 
he  was  called  home,  and  placed  on  the  throne  by  Hercu- 
les, although  fome  of  his  elder  brothers  were  then  alive. 

The  name  of  this  king  will  be  ever  memorable  in  hif<-  ^he  emtfe 
tory  for  the  war  that  happened  in  his  retgn  between  the  ^f^^^  ^^* 
Greeks  and  Trojans,  a  war  famous  to  this  day  for  the  ''^*  ^^* 
many  princes  of  great  prowefs  and  renown  that  were  con- 
cerned in  it,  the  battles  that  were  fought,  the  length  of 
the  fiege,  the  deftru£iion  of  that  great  city,  and  the  end- 
lefs  colonies  planted  in  divers  parts  of  the  world  by  the 
conquered  as  well  as  the  conquerors.     The  caufe  of  this 
fatal  conteft  is  agreed  on  all  hands  to  have  been  the  rape 
of  Helen  :  but  what  encouraged  Paris  to  fuch  au  attempt, 
and  induced  his  father  Priam  to  fupport  him  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  fo  much  blood  and  treafuie,  is  not  determined 

by 
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Aeewdtng    by  ancicnt  writers.    Herodotus  *  gives  us,  upon  tie  atf* 
U  tht  MM'   .  thority  pf  the  Pcrfian  writers,  a  very  unnatural  and  far- 
**^"^'''         fetched  account  of  this  rape.     He  fays, .  that  the  Phoeni- 
cians having  raviihed  lo,  the  daughter  of  Inachus  king  of 
Argos,  and  carried  her,;  with  other  Greek  women,  into! 
Egypt,  the  Greeks,  making  ufe  of  re;prifal8,  firft  carried 
off  Europa,  the  ki^g  of  Tyre'i  daughter,  and  afterwards 
.    Medea,  daughter -tpl.tiie  king  of  Colchos,  refuCng  to  rc- 
ftore  eitherj..titl  fuch  time  as  they  received  due  reparation 
for  the  r^  of  Iq*    Paris,  adds  Herodotus,  in  the  next 
fuccegdirig  .agei,  hearing  of  thefe  adventures,  was  encou*' 
raged  to  raviih  Helen,  perfuading  himfelf  that  he  (hould 
*      not' be  jponftrained  to  make  any  reparation,  feeing  others 
bad  efcjped  with  impunity.     But  this  whole  account  is 
quite  frivolous,  and  foreign  to  the  purpofe^ 
fhiimjt        '  Xiis  moft  natural  to  think  that  Paris, in  ravifhing  Heleny 
frobaifi      iiever  thought  of  Europa,  Medea,  or  Hefione ;  but,  fall-^ 
€Mufe  -of       iiig  Jn  love  with  her,  as  fhe  was  the  moft  beautiful  woman 
tbAt  *war.    j^  Greece,  was  prompted  by  his  own  perverfe  inclinations, 
to  do  what  in  thofe  days  was  commonly  pra£tifed  both 
.by  Greeks  and  barbarians.     Thus  Helen  herfelf  had  been 
ftolen  before  by  Thefeus ;   and  the  praftice  of  dealing 
women  was  fo  common,  as  Thucydides  informs  us,  that 
none  durft  venture  to  live  near  the  fea-coaft*     The  fame 
hiftorian  tells  us>  that,  as  Helen  was  a  woman  of  extra*< 
ordinary  beauty,  her  father,  Tyndareus,  after  recovering 
her  from  Theleus,  to  prevent  a  fecond  rape,  obliged  all 
her  fuitors,  who  were  moft  of  the  princes  of  Greece,  to 
bind  themielves  by  a  folemn  oath  to  refcue  her,  in  cafe 
(he  ftiould  be  taken  from  her  hufband.     This  precaution 
being  taken,  he-  gave  his  daughter  free  choice  of  a  huf^ 
band,  who  preferred  Menelaus  to  all  the  reft.     According 
to  this  account,  the  oath,   which  fo  many  princes  had 
taken  to  Tyndareus,  was  what  drew  them  together,  and 
armed  them  againft  the  ravifher  and  his  abettors.     To 
which  obligation  we  may  add  the  great  power  of  Aga- 
memnon, brother  to  the  injured  Menelaus,  who,  as  h« 
was  by  far  the  moft  potent  prince  of  all  Greece,  fo  he 
had,  without  doubt,  a  great  influence  over  the  reft  of 
his  countrymen.     Be  that  as  it  will,    war  againft  Troy 
was  determined  in  a  general  affembly  of  all  the  princes  of 
Greece ;  and  this  was  the  firft  enterprize  the  Greeks  ever 
undertook  with  common  confent.     Before  the  affembly 
broke  up,    Agamemnon  was   appointed  commander   in 

«  Lib.  i.  cap.  i,  2,  j. 

chief 
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chief  6f  the  whole  army! ;  ^^gram,  a'cityin  Peloponnefua^ 
was  fixed  upon  for  thgV place  of  the 'getiepaL rendezvous  J 
and  each  prince,  a§  Greece  was  at  that  time  ^divided  into 
dynafties,  enjoined  to  fend  his  quota  of  trobps.  and 
Ihip^.   ...;     •  :;'  •. 

•    The  beft  and  moft  rational  account  we  have  bJ  vihjs,  Hi^w^rv 
great   war,    is   that    which    we    coUeft    froni    Homeril  h^'^^^^f 
whofe  inimitable  performance  ought  not  to  be  regarded .  ^^n^^'l'r^ 
as  a  mere  fi£tion,'or  the  refult  of  a  poetical  imagina- .  ^^^^^, . 
tion,  but  as  a  rich  fund  of  the  moft  ancient  hiftory  of  ^  • 

Greece  (O).  .•*... 

The  number  of  fhips  employed  by  the  Greeks  in  this   Number  of 
expedition,  according  to  Euripides,  Lycophron,  and  Vir-  the /hips 
gil,  amounted  to  a  thoufand  ;    Homer  enumerates  one  >"f  *"''*•  ^ 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  eighty-fix  ;    but  Thucydides  ^roy^^ 
raifes  the  number  to  one  thoufand  two  hundred.     The 
Baeotian  ihips,  that  were  the  largeft,  carried  a  hundred   - 
and  twenty  men  each  5  thofe  of  the  Philodtetae  were  the 
fmalleft,  and  each  manned  with  fifty  j   every  man,  the 
commanders  excepted,   was  both  a  mariner  and  a  foldier  ; 
fo  that,  fuppofing  the  fleet  to  have  con fifted  of  one  thoufand 
two  hundred  fail,  as  Thucydides  affirms,  and  the  fhips 
to  have  carried,  one  with  another,  eighty-five  men,  we 
ihall  find  the  Greek  army  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
two  thoufand  men  ;    no  great  force,  confidering,  that  all 
the  powers   of  Greece,   except  the  Acarnanes  alone  y, 
were  engaged  in  this  war.     The  Greeks,  as  Thucydides 
obferves,  could  have  raifed  a  far  more  powerful  army ; 
but  were  afraid  of  being  diftrefled  fpr  provifions  in  a  fo- 
reign country  *•     Againft  this  *army  the  city  of  Troy  held 
out  ten  years;   but  the  Trojans,  as  Homer  make)  Aga- 
memnon fay,  were  not  the  tenth  part  of  the  enemies 

y  Juftin.  lib.  xviii*  '  Ubf  fupra, 

(O)  DionChryfoftom  (i),in  fince  the  author  elfewh«re(2) 

an  oration    ^ddreiTed  to    the  difproves  wh^t  he  endeavours 

Trojans,    attempts    to    proye  to  prove  here.     And  truly  the 

the  fiege   and    deftruftion  of  fiege  and  taking  of  Troy  are 

Troy  by  the  Greeks  to  be  ati  tranfadtiops    fo   well  attefted, 

arrant  fable,  without  any  foun<r  and  have  left  fuch  a  remark- 

dation  of  truth.     But  his  per*  able  epocha  in  hiflory,    that 

formance  is  generally  looked  no  man  of  fenfe  will  call  them 

upon  only  as   a  witty   efTay,  in  queftion. 

(i)  VideDyon.  Chryfoft*  Orat.  xit        (s)  nifi  «V«ii0t«Cf  p»  ss5« 

Vol,  III.  I  i  which 
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i^hich  t^e  Greek$  had  to  contend  with  ;  for  all  Fhrygu. 
Lycia,  My(ia»  and  the  greatefl:  part  pf  Afia  Minor^  (kiea 
with  the  Trojans.  Rherus,  king  of  Thrace,  marched  a| 
the  head  of  a  confiderable  body  to  their  ai&llance ;  and 
Memnon,  as  we  havp  faid,  joined  them  with  twenty 
thoufapd  Ethiopians  and  other  troops.  The  Greeks,  fore-; 
«  feeing  the  reiiftance  they  were  likely  to  meet  with,  an4 
how  dear  it  would  coft  them  to  carry  their  point  by  dint 
pf  arms,  before  they  began  any  houilities  fent  Menelaud 
and  Ulyffes  ambaffadors  to  Troy,  to  depiand  Helen,  and 
• ,  the  treafures  which  Paris  had  carried  off  with  her ;  hop* 

ing  that  the  fame  of  the  vail  preparations,  which  they  bad 
made,  might  frig^iten  the  Trojans  into  a  compliance  with 
fo  equitable  a  demand.     What  anfwer  was  returned  to  the 
ambaffadors  we  know  not ;  but  it  is  certain,  that  they  rcr 
turned  without  Helen,  highly  diffatisfied  with  their  rc^ 
ception  at  Troy. 
HeliHt  ac'       Herodotus  %  upon  a  tradition  that  prevailed  among  the 
cording  to    priefts  of  Egypt,  feems  inclined  to  believe,  that  HeleQ 
/o«f,  taken  was  taken  from  Paris  before  he  could  reach  Troy.     The 
^ke^re  k^^*  traditipn,  as  Herodotus,  who  learnt  it  of  the  priefts  them? 
reached       felves,  ipforms  us,  amounts  to  this  :  Paris,  on  his  return 
Uroj.  with  Helen,  was,  by  ftrefs  of  weather^  driven  on  thecoafl: 

of  Egyptji  and  forced  to  put  in  at  Tarichia,  on  the  CanoY 
pian  mouth  of  the  Nile.     Here,  fome  flaves  of  Paris's  roj 
tinue,  taking  fan£);uary  in  a  temple  of  Hercules,  which 
flood  on  the  fliore,  informed  againft  their  mafter,  aggra? 
Vating  before  the  governor  of  the  province,  by  name  Tbor 
pis,  tne  injury  which  he  had  done  to  A^endau^.     Thonis 
laid  the  whole  matter  before  Prpteus,  %x.  that  time  king  of 
Egypt ;  who  finding,  upon  examination,  the  depofition  of 
the  flaves  to  be  true,  detained  Hcl^n,  and  the  treafurca 
that  had  been  taken  with  her,  in  order  to  reftore  them  to 
Menelaus  5  but  commanded  Paris,  after  having  feverely 
reprimanded  him  for  his  crime,  to  depart  the  kingdom 
withia  the  term  of  three  days,  on  pain  ofteing  treated  as  an 
enemy.    The  Egyptian  priefts  add,  that,  when  the  Greeks 
fent  ambaffadors  to  demandHelen,  and  her  riches,  the  Tro-. 
jans  protefted,  that  they  were  not  in  their  power  ;  but  in  the 
hands  of  Proteus  king  of  Egypt :  this  e^cufe  the  Greeks 
looking  upon  as  a  xatTQ  evafion,  began  the  war  j   at  lafli, 
after  having  reduced  the  city,  a§  Helen  no  where  appear^ 
ed,  and  the  Trojans  perfifted  in  dieir  former  prot^ftation^i 

*  •  ?^b.  y,.ipjip.iij,.&T^t 

they 
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they  fent  Merielaus  into  Egypt,  where  he  was  kindly  en- 
fertained  by  Proteus,  and  had  his  wife  reftored  to  him, 
without  any  injury  dbne  to  her  perfon  or  effefts.  Thefe 
things  the  Egyptian  priefts  aiTqred  Herodotus  tihat  they 
knew  for  certain,  as  they  had  happened  in  Egypt,  and 
had  been  handed  down  to  them  from  thofe  who  had  con- 
Tcrfed  with  Menelaus  himfelf.  Herodotus  produces  one 
argument,  of  no  fmall  weight,  to  prove  the  truth  of  this 
tradition  5  namely,  that  if  it  had  been  in  king  Priam^s 
power  to  reftore  Helen,  he  would  certainly  have  done  it, 
i-ather  than  fufFer  the  unfpeakable  calamities  that  befel  his 
family,  his  kingdom,  and  himfelf,  during  the  courfe  of 
the  war.  How  great  foever  his  tendernefs  for  Paris  might 
have  been,  yet  it  could  not  be  proof  againft  fo  many  mif- 
fortuncs.  Homer  feems  not  to  have  been  ignorant  of  the 
tradition  of  the  Egyptian  priefts  ;  for  he  mentions  Paris 
and  Helen's  arrival  in  Egypt  5  and  fays,  that  Menelaus 
went  thither  before  he  returned  home  to  Sparta,  which 
voyage  it  is  not  likely  he  undertook  at  that  time  for  plea- 
fure.  Whether  the  Trojans  would  not,  or  could  not,  rcr- 
ftore  her,  the  ambaffadors,  on  their  return,  highly  com- 
plained of  the  treathient  they  had  met  with  \  and  with 
their  complaints  fo  incenfed  their  countrymen,  that  they 
refolved,  without  further  delay,  to  put  to  fea,  and  carry 
fire  and  fword  into  the  enemy's  country  (K).  They  fleer- 
ed to  the  coaft  of  Troas,.  where,  on  their  landing,  they 
met  with  fo  warm  a  reception,  that  they  began  to  be  fen- 
fible  of  the  difficulty  of  fhe  enterprize.  In  the  firft  en- 
counter they  loft  Protefilaus,  who  was  flain  by  Heftor, 
together  with  many  others  of  lefs  note.  However,  they  <rhi  Greeks 
gained  jground  enough  for  their  encampment*  But  what  land  in 
moft  ofall  retarded  tl^eir  progrefs  was  want  of  provifions,  ^''^«'* 
which  daily  increafed,  and  was  owing  partly  to  their 
numbers,  partly  to  the  fmallnefs  of  their  veflels,  which, 
as  the  building  of  Ihips  with  decks  was  not  then  introd\iced^ 


(K)  *  Calchas,  a  famoua 
Ibothfayer,  without  whofe  ad- 
vice and  approbation  nothing 
was  undertaken  by  the  Greeks 
during  the  war,  declared,  that 
the  goddefs  Diana  oppofed  their 
paifage  with  contrary  winds  ; 
and  that  (he  was  to  be  appeafed 
with  a  victim  of  no  fraaller  note 


than  Iphigenia  daughter  to  A» 
ga memnon .  The  goddefs,  fay 
the  poets,  was  incenfed  againft 
that  monarch,  for  having  killed 
by  chance  one  of  her  flags; 
but,  after  all,  pitying  the  in- 
nocent young  virgin,  flie  pre- 
vented fo  horrid  a  iacrifice  by 
putting  a  hind  in  her  room. 


I 
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A  plague 
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could  not  carry  fuch  ftoresof  provifions  as  were  neccflary 
to  fupply  the  army.  Wherefore,  they  were  obliged  to 
divide  their  forces,  fending  a  part  of  theni  to  cultivate  thc- 
ground  in  the  Thracian  Cherfonefus,  and  part  to  rove 
about  the  feas  for  the  relief  of  the  camp.  All  writers^ 
tt'hether  poets  or  hiftorians,  agree,  that  the  Greeks  cm- 
ployed  the  firft  eight  or  nine  years  in  fcouring  the  feas, 
pillaging  the  coafts,  and  reducing  fuch  cities  and  iflands 
as  flded  with  the  Trojans.  Hence,  in  the  poets,  we  read 
of  many  towns  taken,  iflands  plundered,  ftrong-holds 
rafed,  and  numbers  of  people  carried  into  captivity  by 
Achilles,  whom  the  army  could  not  well  have  fpared,  had 
there  been  any  fcrvice  of  importance  to  be  performed  be- 
fore Troy  (L). 

At  laft  the  feveral  detachments  that  had  been  difperfed 
up  and  down  the  neighbouring  countries  ^nd  iflands,  be- 
ing joined  in  one  body,  and  great  ftore  of  provifions 
brought  Into  the  camp,,  thdy  approached  the  city  with  a 
defign  to  exert  their  utmoft  efforts,  and  put  an  end  to  fo 
tedious  a  war.  But  by  this  time  the  Trojans  had  been  re- 
inforced with  confiderable  bodies  both  of  mercenaries  and 
allies,  infomuch  that,  when  the  Greeks  firft  inverted  the 
town,  He£lor  attacked  them  at  the  head  of  an  army  fcarcc 
inferior  to  theirs  in  number.  The  Greeks  had  not  beea 
long  before  the  city,  when  a  plague  broke  out  in  their 
camp,  which  Homer  fays  was  fent  by  Apollo,  becaufe 
Agamemnon  refufed  to  releafe the  daughter  pf  one  of  his 
priefts  ;  but  Heraclides  on  this  ^aflTage  informs  us,  that  it 
was  occafioned  by  the  violent  heats,  and  peflilentious  va- 
pours raifed  by  the  fun,  the  Greeks  being  encamped 
among  fens  and  marfhes.  The  plague  was  followed  by  a 
quarrel  between  Agamemnon  and  Achilles;  for  Aga- 
memnon, being  obliged  by  the  footh fay er  Calchas,  to  re- 
turn his  fair  captive  to  her  father,  a  prieft  of  Apollo,  to 
appeafe  that  revengeful  deity,  took  Brifeis  in  her  room^ 
who,  in  the  divifion  of  the  booty,  had  fallen  to  Achilles. 
This  afiront  Achilles  revenged  by  withdrawing  his  forces, 
and  retiring  with  them  on  board  his  vefllels.  In  his  ab- 
fence,  feveral  battles  were  fought  with  gre^t  flaughter  on 


(L)   Ovid  fays,  that,  from 
the    fir  ft   year  to    the  tenth, 
there  was  no  fighting  at  all ; . 
and  Herodotus  tells  us,   that 
the  Greeks  did  not  fit  down 


before  Troy  till  the  tenth  year, 
contenting  them felves  with  lay- 
ing wafle  the  enemy's  country, 
and  blocking  up  the  city. 

both 
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both  fides,  the  vi^oxy  generally  inclining  to  the  Trojafltis; 
in  one  of  thefe,  l^atroclus  yas  flain  by  Hedor ;  but  hi$ 
death  was  not  long  uni;evenged  ',    for  Achilles,  returning 
to  the  camp,  put  the  Trojans  to  flight,  and  revenged  thq 
death  of  his  friej^d  by  killing  Hefltor  himfelf.     Adxilles  Man^  of 
did  not  long  furvve  him,  being  flain  with  an  arrow  by.  4he  Uaden 
Paris.    Thus  fell  many  of  the  chief  leaders  on  both  fides  ^  killed  on 
but  the  Qreeksat  laft  carried  the  city,  whether  by  force,  ^^^fi^** 
ftratagem,  or  treachery,  is  uncertain.     All  writers  agree,' 
that  it  was  taken  by  night:'  fome  fay,   that  -ffineas  and 
Antenor,  who  commanded  the  Dardanians,  feeing  thafe 
Priam  would  hearken  to  no  terms,  even  after  the  death  of 
He£):or  and  Paris,  concluded  a  feparate  peace  with  the 
Greeks,  betraying,  the  pity  into  their  hands.     The  poets 
tell' us,  that  it  was  taken  by  the  contrivance  of  a  wopdea 
horfe  ;  which  fable,  fome  think,  derives  its  birth  from  the 
Greeks  entering,  the  city  by  the  Scaean  gate,  over  wjiich 
was  the  pifture  or  ftatue  of  a  horfe.     Perhaps  they  ^n- 
Jered  the  town  through  a  breach  m^^de  in  the  wall  by  fopie 
wooden  engine,  called  a  horfe,  and  in  the  nature  of  that 
which  the  Romans  in  after-ages  made  ufe  of  to  batter  th^ 
walls^  and  from  its  iliape  called  a  ram.     Be  that  as  it  willi 
the  Greeks  having  at  laft  maftered  the  city,  pra£l:ifed  all 
the  cruelties  and  abominations  which  a  cruel,  hungry,  and 
enraged  enemy  can  be  guilty  of.     The  city  was  laid  in 
afhes,  and  fucn  of  the  inhabitants  as  bad  not  time  to  fave 
themfelves-by  flight,  were  either  put  to  the  fword  with-    . 
out  diflinftion  of  fex  or  age,  or  carried  by  the  conquerors 
into  captivity.     Thus  ended  the  kingdom  of  Troy,  after  Yr.  of  Fl. 
having   flood  from  Teucer  to  Priam  two  hundred  and       1164.  ■ 
ninety-fix  years,  according  to  the  common  computation..  -^"'^  ^^^* 
This  city  is  faid  to  have .  been  taken  the  twenty-fourth  day       "^' 
of  the  month  Thargelion,  or  April,  one-  thoufand  one  q-foy  taken, 
hundred  and  eighty-four    years  before  Chrift,  and  four 
hundred  and  eight  before  the  firft  Olympiad, 

The  Greeks,  having  at  laft  finifhed  the  war,  divided  the  Ad«ventnrti 
booty,  and  put  to  fea,  in  order  to  return  to  their  refpeftivfe  of  the 
homes  ;   but  met  with  a  variety  of  adventures,  many  of  ^^"ks  af- 
them  being  driven  on  far  diftant  coafts.     Mneftheus  king  j^  \fthe  * 
of  Athens  died  at  Melos.     Teucer,  the  fon  of  Telamon  city^ 
fettled  in  Cyprus,  where  he  built  a  city,  calling  it  Sala- 
mis,  from  the  chief  city  of  his  own  country  which  bore 
that  name.     Agapenor,  who  commanded  the  Arcadians, 
bi^ilt  in    the  fame   ifland  the  city  of  Paphos.    Pyrrhus, 
the   fon  of  Achilles,  fettled  in  Epirus,  and  there  built 

Ephyra. 
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Epfcyrt.    Ajax,  the  (on  of  Oilctfc,  wa:^  loft.    Some  of  the 
Locrians  were  driven  011  the  coafts  of  Africa  ;  others  fall* 
ed  to  Italy,  whereof  all  the  caftprart  was  called  Magna 
Grsecia)  on  account  of  the  many  towns  built  there  by  the 
■*        * '  Gredrs.    Many,  who  got  fefe  home,  wflft obliged  to  put  to 
fea  again,  as  Thocydides  iaforms  us,  in  queft  of  new  feats, 
ethers  having  fcixed  their  territories,  and  uforped  the  fo- 
▼creignty,  during  their  abfence.     Agamemnon  and  his 
brother  Menelausdifa^reed,  when  they  were  upon  the  point 
of  weighing  anchor  to  return  home ;  and  ^heir  quarrel  di-- 
▼ided  the  whole  fleet,  fome  failing  with  Menelaus  to  the 
M^nd  of  Tenedos,  and  others  remaining  with  Agamcm* 
lion  on- the  coafts  of  Troas,    Thofe  who  followed  Mene- 
kus,  not  agreeing  ainong  themfelves,  parted,  each  hold- 
ing his  own  courfc  homewards.    Agamemnon  arrived  fafe 
ftt  Mycenae,  where  he  was,  foon  after  his  arrival,  murder- 
ed by  his  wife   Clytemneftra;    which  his  fon  Oreftes 
revenged  by  putting    to  death  Clytemneftra,   ^gifthus 
ber  gallant,    and   Helen   their  daughter;     for    whiclf 
he  was  tried  and  acquitted  by    the   Areopagus.     Ihe 
adventures  of  UlyfTes  are  related  by  Homer  in  a  fabulous 
manner;  but  what  may  have  fome  foundation  in  hiftory, 
is,  that  fome  yeafs  pafled  before  he  reached  Ithaca.    The 
adventures  of  the  other  Greeks  are  lefs  known ;  but  upon 
the  whole,  it  appears,  that  this  war  proved  no  lefs  fatal 
to  the  conquerors  than  to  the  conquered. 
^Mdofthe       As  for  the  Trojans,  thofe   who  efcaped  the  general 
Trejiuu.      flaughter,  feeing  their  country  utterly  ruined,  took  'their 
meafurcs  accordingly,  and  fettled  in  diftant  regions.     An- 
tenor,  as  we  have  (aid  already,  eftablifhed  himfelf  in  Italy, 
and  founded  the  nation  of  the  Heneti.     Helenus,  one  of 
Priam^s  fons,  fettled  in  Macedonia,  where  he  built  the 
city  of  Ilium.    Some  fay,  thaft  during  the  fiege,  he  went 
over  to  the  Greeks,  and  inforihed  them  in  what  manner 
they  might  eafily  mafter  the  city. 
Mneas.  All   the  Roman  writers  auure    us   that  JEneas  fet- 

tled in  Italy,  and  there  founded  the  kingdom  of  Alba. 
From  him  the  Caefars  afFefted  to  derive  their  pedigree. 
Livy  alone  feems  to  betray  fome  fort  of  doubt  as  to  this 

E articular,  infinuating,  with  a  great  deal  of  rcferve,  that 
e  has  not  fufiidcnt  grounds  either  to  admit  or  rejeft  thy 
common  opinion.  But,  notwithftanding  the  unanimous 
confent  of  the  Latins,  there  are  not  wanting  arguments 
of  great  weight,  which  the  learned  Bochart**  has  carefully 

^  Bochart  Epift*  Utrum  /Bneat  unquam  fuit  in  Italia  ? 

colleded^ 
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f»)lle£led,  to  prove  the  arrival  of  ^fieas  in  Italy  to  be.a  ' 
mere  fable.  ' . 

The  city  of  Troy  being  utterly  ruined,  and  moft  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Troas  put  to  the  fword,  fome  writi^rs  tell. 
U8,  that  the  neighbouring  Phrygians  and  Lydians  poiBSb& 
ing  themfelves  of  that  country,  fettled  there ;  and  that  •■ , .  ; 
Troas  from  that  time  began  to  be  called  Phrygia ;  othefs       / 
are  of  opinion  that  ^neas,  having  gathered  together  the 
fcattered  remains  of  the  Trojans,  rebuilt  the  city;  and 
that  his  defcendents,   and  the  defcendents  of   tie&or^ 
reigned  there  till  the  country  was  fubdued  by  theLydians,    ^ 
who  became  fo  powerful  as  to  over-run  all  Afia  Minor.    If 
the  Trojans  had  any  kings  of  their  own, "after  their  city 
was  deftroyed  by  the  Greeks,  they  very  probably  made  but 
^n-  indifferent  figure,   fince  they  are  not  even  named  in 

biftory? 
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